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To POSTERITY. 


Preface, Methinks, UPON 4 Preface, {ooks as 

Fantaltica], as if « Man ſhonid Clap one Shoeing- 
Horn Upon the back of Another : ( and they are Boih, 
Drawers on t00 ) And then, 'is ſuch a kind of a Com- 
ment Upon 4 Comment, as will, it ſelf perhaps, tand 
in need of a Further Explication. Beſide , twat I ſhall 
have Twenty Peeviſh Humours breaking in upon me by 
the By. (1) [ What has he to do to Revive a Jict, 
that the King has Pardoiw'd ? | (2) | Whar's th2 
Freake of This Dedication to JPoſtzrity? ] (3) 
[ And Then, Here's a J92eiace made of a 386k, 
and a Book of a W2efacc, and Fach, at the tame 
time, to ſerve in a Double Capacity. | To ſhorten the 
Matter , the Man has, at leaſt, encugi 0 d, tout bas 
the Whole World to pleaſe ; ard therefore, [ have Pre- 
vided, ( this many a day) to keep That Care from com - 
ng near My Pillow : 65 Conſulting my Conſcience fur 
272y Peace, and by Placing my Comtort, in the Con- 
tempt of a Falr Repucations Bally Ooitcti; 
by Ladgiug the Innocence, and the Juſtice of my Caulc, 
21 the hands of Ages to come ; «ut of the Reach, of :/e 
20/ JIQNIPIUsS, Jinoant, JOcvatlting Lavy, 4 
:4e moſt IREVCTNG of Calnminics, 

Touching tbe ND : 115 One Thing to Renew the Ran- 
cour of it ; To Murmur at his Majeſties Mercy, cr 9 
make Reprizals upon the Perſons of Thoſe IWhoma the King 
has Forgiven ; But it is Another Thing, to Preſerve 21.: 
Hiſtory ; and to Tranſmit it Faithfully to Atter-Times, 


for the Enformation of Poſterity, which was the Right, 


| 


and which was the Wrong. For the Honour of r/;2 King 
Himſelf ; :5e Queen Dowager, rhe Publique Miniſters, 
and Briefly, of the Loyal Nobility, Gentry, and Com- 
monalty ; and of the Roman Catholiques, {* to rhe 
Laſt Man of *erz ) lies ail, in ſome mealurc, at Stake 
upon This Iflue. What wil! the Next Generation, be a- 
ble ro Oppole, ro Thoſe Numberleſs Shoals of Libellous 

A'2 Priats. 
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(s1] 
Prints, that, with One Voice, lay the Fault at the Door 
of 1 T7 CGOVErnment ; and Dz { -Uuiſe the 70(t Ungraretul, 
= 'Ven *mouss, of Rebe! [{915, «under the Countena ance 


of "ome Z;e:aJous, Duttul DAS, ad Sts, 
rb, F FE DT Oct cite of Liberty, and Religion. ) 


only 

477 $01 CTCIoN ty 74s :n the JPeopir, the Confſpi 'A- 

Fors din We Al;  7e Treaton 427 on the [ide Y the G9: 

vo rmment: Tr is very Frue, that th: King, / bas Pai 

Gon'd 7 - Ye] ob LOT 3z out bis Majeft # ; his 720t Pls Loos 
Te i as never the laren: 4 {t; BOFAL 


ho, 
Se, . 


FL, 7720 bil Frtends ailty f/ Lo none ma 3:2, Orrhat 
bis Cemet ICY 70 the One. fhoul ! bawe the Force of Fe, 
kilimg Rivopr upon the Grher : * And This is no merether 
* $1 "NCrOUS Foncilizrion of þ:s Goon {s 15 bis Juſhce. 

But by! ro JOoferuwy? 7- he Second Objettion, 
uower, beanie Pat! RON, Px cjudice, AﬀeTtation, Pro- 
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(cum? EY &3 £5 OWS, Io THU —- ar:d the Loa Y CS, 9 


LY 


I'LT7 - Prefent World 5 1Hirbou! lo much os One 


Elin Soliriery, Reſet, or r Good Nature. Men have 


? 
i 
> 4 RES auf a KA. 5 r ) f + A the: mn Py, Ks 
Eer the Trickpf Frouw ping C ns ater Andl al 2 172 Piocks, 
Ti 


4 © he % 1 -- ns 0M * * 3M} 5 >. SF 4 1 TE a BD Y*® + TY d 
Bp iþ BOWS of ) Ge 200 1 HE £0! i ana * IC LOL NOIT 
> s % *. / 2D w ? ” 

Lens tb Beidae, the Reſt Drown for Com! Daly. 

Ert { cm now to gives Reatfon for my Preface z and, 


#7 2104. 's mpre ) 0 Reaſon, fer Two Pretaces i One. 


Why Printed Woitho; / Vby 2 JMEA-L 72 One Ca- 
pacity, and 73TR #2 An nother, e>c. I have £3 Rem to 


This at Large, in Ii hat fellows : But I have Jet 6z2:her 


+ £- 


T5 
ard & two to ſay wpom TAs abject. 

\ {reap by be C loſing of my O, ws 'Varore, I 2vrs, nLOUrſe , 
to Furnith 5 Prefi CC, and © Vav'e to rve Two Latter 
Ports, ns I had done to the Former. Pit 11pc7 the Di- 

” of 7Y Thouzhis, ond My Matters, With My Pa- 
pers about (fre, 7 found my ſelf at @ M; gbry Loſs, in 
Min Part bf my Ne in : Unleſs I could Make Goed 
te Dctet, by & SU Pjemen t 79 the Picamble. of 77 
1 bird Vo, Wnme, (a hich I 29325 then 1 7m) and ſo Paſs 
cz i270 tha Morld, Poth under On 


Si  CTIFF#P bo +> of A 06 
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My Obſervations did not Strike (0 much uP633 the Plot 
It [elf in the Sung and the FRI of it, as upon the 
Matter © of Fact m the -Petyobs, and {orkings of 
obs Deſion, for My Busneſs was on!y 19 Daſh Falſe Ru- 
mours; To Reſcue Truth from Impoſture ; To Prevent 
Miſunderſtandings * And, in the Main, to Expound :1Þ- 
on the Perverſe Dottrines, and Prattices »f That Sca- 
jon : But, all ths while, though the Conſpiracy W725 As 
Viſible as rhe Light of the Sun, n te Ettects of the City 
Ryots, Ignoramuſes and Tumuls ; ; in their Ordinary 
Prints, Clubbs, Converſations, &c. Their Councils, 
however, were ſtill inthe Dark ; andthe Cabinet Lock'd 
up, to keep :b: Multitude from Prying 7s the For- 
biden Secrets of the Cabal. It ws, as yet, to0- Larly- 
Days, to Di/pnte the Infallibility of 2 Nemine Contra- 
dicente, The Merits of a Falſe Oath _ the Safety of rhe 


* King, and the Proteſtant Religion ; The Idol-Worſhip 


of talling down before the Calves of Bethel: 7: was too 
Early Days, T ſay, as jet, 1 Confront Caules, and 
gt ve a Kings Evidence the Lye, out of his Own M outh. 
A Prophane Abhorrer, m:ght with more (afety have 
wenturs bis Carcale -ith Daniel in the Lyons Den, 
then to {et ſo much as his Foot over the Threſho!d, inro 
the Sanftum Sanctorum of 2 Secret Committee, ſo ther 
my Papers of pk were, upon the Who! > ent 
a Fiftory of rhe Trantactions of "That Juncture, b-re- 
11} they 22-C Þ abitſhed. Now the Character of 71 c Wit. 
cites; 122 Contradictions of the:r Evidence; ihe Sedi- 
tious Principles that were Then im Courſe : The Det PE- 
rate Liberties of [ever] Gown-Men of Both Proteffi 
ons; The Miſtakes of many True-Heartcd, 6: SOOrt- 
Sighred Honeſt Men, The Scomm, and Þ: NET of Lt- 
bertines; The Intemyeratc Tranſports of Burning; 


Hor Z&lots: Th:ſe Topigues, and Others of the like 


Laality 1 ventur*'d upen, as Matters that fc! 7] Property 
wakes My Province; and Em ry it {Ulf caunct Deny 
them ( as they are Os Repreſented, a4 Deliver'd } 7s 
be Truely, Faithfully, and Impartially Reported. 


(ial; 


(4) 


Only I mnſt Conſe/s, there are Some Certain Strokes, 
and Alluſions, that muſt wait Another Age, for the 


s 


Explaining of the Moral. | 
But, ( thought I with my ſelf) Though Poſterity w1i!l 
Undoubtedly be Curious Inquilitors into the True Hiſtory 
of Paſt Times : Eſpecially into the Particulars of a Re- 
volution that has made ſuch a Noiſe in the World, as This 
bas done, the Story will come Lame Down, to them at 
Laſt ; if, over and above the Brawls, the Scruples, the 
Wickedneſs of the Practice, and the Characters of the 
Inſtruments, the Curtain be ot Drawn, and the Altors 
Theoiſelves laid Open z the very Tyring Room. Up- 
0 This Contemplation, .1 Incorporated «a Supplemental 
piece of Hiſtory, into the Preface, to carry the Reader to- 
Rights, from the Powder in the Mine, to the Councel, 
:hat Debated the Enterprize, and Govern'd the Reſolu- 
tion, Not doubting, but with the Help of This Addition, 
70 1aake the Work as Plain, and as Perfect, as the Quali- 
ry of (ach an Undertaking would Admit. Now to have 
wone This in Another Manner, or #» Another Place, 
would perchance nor have Succeeded ſo well : For the Hil: 
rory would have ſtood in as much need of the Obſerva- 
cors, as the Obſervators 4:4 of the Hiſtory ; and, who- 
ever Conſults the One, will Naturally "Turn to the 
Orher. Jt has been often Hard put to me, to Write an 
Hiſtorical Series of This Villanous Plot, becauſe what 
with Aſſiduity of Application,and Extraordinary Means 
of Enforming my ſelf, I have had more "Advantages to- 
ward it, perchance, then any-Ocher Man: But Iwould 
as ſoon Undertake to raiſe a Perfet Man again, out of 
the Duſt of Catiline, as ro Extra a True Hiſtory out 
; of the Rubbiſh of Otes's Shams, Perjuries, a4 Enftor- 
mations : Such a Hiſtory, I mean, as a Sober Man would 
mt be Aſham'd ro Qwn. So that there's no Thought, or 
Poſſibility of Drawing Qrcder out of That Confuſion. 
Now afier a Reaſon gives for the Grafting of This 
[ame Brief Hiſtory upon That Preface, The Telling of 


- » Thar Reaſon, #s Another ſufficient Reaſon for the Wri- _ 
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ting of This: And I am mext to give an Account Why [ 
; Printed it twice over, and Turn'd a Long Jeface 
into a SHhMt 21Book. 7 found the True Knowledge of 
This Story, Highly Necellary forthe Publique ; and the 
ExtraCt of zt, /o Congruous to the Subject, Dritt, and 
Quality of the Obſervators, that the One cotld not well 
be without the Other, ſo that I caus'd it ro be Printed 
{ OoUuble,) and i» Differing Forms, that I might, at the 
ſame Time, both Gratify the Curioſity of the Reader, aus 
Anſwer the Ends of the Obſervator. I would have the 
F/orld thoroughly Poſleſsd of This Matter ; And there- 
fore I have left it at the Readers Choice either to take the 
J1eface, or the Bank, or if he pleaſes ro et rhem Both 

p [9Ne., 

Neither do I take This pains at laſt, out of an Incon- 
rinent Irch.of Scribling, to feed 1he Longings of the Cu- 
rious, or toEnflame Paſſions; bt for the Maniteflation 
of Truth, and for a Caution to the People, that they lay 
20t tco Great Streſs «por Popular Appearances, or the 
Splendid Hypocriſie of Gilded Pretences : 'That they 
do not place the Force and Virtue of THINKS, in empty 
Dounvs, and J2omes. 

, The Dignity of a Parliament, 7s Venerable, and Au- 
guſt, 2nd the Engliſhman that has not a Rewerence ſor | 
tbe Honour, and Wiſdom of That Excellent Frame of Con- 'q 
ſtitution, z« (zz @ Political Conſtrution) the Worſt of 
Baſtards. And yet, When Treaſon ſheil ceme once to be 
Cloth'd, and Dreſs d-up under the Maſque, Face, and 


Countenance of 'Thar Authority, *ris not the Name that p 
| 11} Conſecrate the Conſpiracy ; Ne, nor All the Gaj, 5 
E Flauſible Pretences in Nature neither, that will Juſtifie 4 
1 an Impoſture. [We the Comment] » Forty Two, : 


was neither Better, nor Worſe, chan [ We the REbeLS, 
in the 25th of Edward the Third ; And \ We the 
EM tyts,6c. ] i» che Aflociation, were in the very ſame 
Claſlts, (borh:n rhe ſight of God and of Man | »with their 
Foretathers 77 the Covenant; 4»d /o for | We the 
MIRBYEE, Gc.] again, in ihe Prepaiatory ts 1het Leogue 


F 


: 
E 
: 


- APC Roe to. 4a » 


[(-6-) 

of Mutual Defence; and Aſſiſtance, 7/bat were they, 
but the fame Mothers Children with the Confederates 
Themſelves :hat were fnally ts SUubDUue, Erpeil, and 
Oe:itrov Hs Then Royal Highneſs, and A H tnat ſhould 
Adhere to Him? And, if there was any Credit tobe given 
zo State-Hypocrites, aud Conſcientious Atheiſts, What 
was the Delign of All this Pudder, both under Charles 
the Firſt, ad h:s Two next Immediate Succeflors, but 
the Preſervation of 'His Majeſties JPerton ; the J220- 
teitant Religion ; Parliamentary Paviienes, 
Commons of England; Wiſdom of the Nation, 
Savtours, uf Iknpw nt what, &c. When All This yer, 
# the Cencluſicn, was found to be only Subornation in the 
Shape of Sanftity ; Republican Murders, Maſlacres, 
and Depopulations, Advanced, under the Blind of Po- 
piſh, and Arbitrary Contrivances? 

Now if All This be True, upon the Cleareſt Evidence 
m Neture; up ibe Credit of Witnelles Unqueſtionable; 
Papers of Inteiligence Contronted, Prov 'd, avd Own d; 


Characters Uncypherd ; Common Inſtruments f 


Conſpiracy 22d Affociation Detected - The Criminals 
Themſelves, under the hands of Publique Juſtice, Con- 
feſling £5 much; Tumuits, Declarations ad Drawn 
Swords, i further Confirmation of rt. If All This be 
True, I ſay, What coutd be more Seaſonahie, thento Re- 
commend the Story to Poſteritv, with a:Word or two of 
Good Councel to gaalong with it ? Which Good Coun- 
cel ſtall be, that Feople will not ſpend their Indignation 
alrocether upon the Drudges, and the Drudgery ; the 
Sentcleſs Narratives, and the ſhameleſs Knights of the 
Poſt, that fas gra zz This Diabolical Practice; Bur 


Conſider, that zhey have been Cheated, 2th Forms, ans 


Proteſtations6f Lovalty, a»d Conſcience, 2nd theW hole 
Viilany Stampd wich a Parliamentary Relolve, 
1195:7t, In One Word, and for « Concluſion too ; The : 
Pretence of a Pspilar Refoumation, (let it appear 
never © DO9IP) is oy a Prologue to a Kebetlt9n. 


To 


 _Peolſlterity. 


Heſe Papers are the True Hiſtory, and bear the 
Lively Image of the Lewd Times they were Writ- 


tex in, and, Conſequently , not for the Palate 
of the Preſent Age : For a Wicked Generation will 
no more bear Truth, in a Book . than an T-favour'd Wo- 
man will bear it, in her Pure, or in her Looking-Glaſs : 
And though the Fant be Manifeſtly in the Face, or in 
the People; 'tis the Poor Innocent Painter, that is to be 
j Curs'd for't, and the Glaſs Broken; becauſe her Ladyſhips 
Nofe ftands awry, perhaps, or that the Manners of the 
- Age will not Endure the Light. This is the very State 
: of the Caſe, and the Ground of the Darrel, betwixt the 
e World and Theſe Dialogues. The Figures are drawn from 
- the Life; the Matter of FaG, is Evident, and Certain ; 
f the Dodirine, Orthodox; and, upon the Whole ; the Office 
1- is ſelf, and the Application of it, have had many Pablique, 
y and Honowrable Teſtimonies, for an Honeft, and a Neceſ- 
'E . ſary Duty, But Men, I perceive, do not allways know 
their Own Minds; for after 1 hid ftood the Uttermoſt 
Malice of the Common Enemies of the Church, and State. 
for allmoft Four Tears together, during the Courſe of Theſe 
Papers; and without the leaſt Change of Mind, Reſolie- 
ton, Countenance, or ſo much as of Pretence: Aﬀeer F 
had, I fay, born all manner of Indignities for the fake 
of Both; (divers Practices of Perjury and Subornation a- 
gainft me, oyer and aboye) and all This, purely for 

A tn 


(2) 

the Love of Cemmon Juſiice, and out of a Scnſe of what 
I owe to my Prixce, and Comntry; I found my ſelf in 
February laſt was Two Tear , to my Great Admiration , 
Deliver d over to New Tormentors, and I have been 
Treated at fuch a Rate, by Another ſort of People, that 
the Vexom, and the Scarrility, the Rage, and the Slan- 
der of my Profeſs'd Adverſaries, was but a Flea- *iting , 
to the Wounds, and the Reproaches that I have ſuffer'd 
ever fince, from ſeveral of my Pretending Friends, 

For theſe Reaſons, (and More) I have made Choice to 
Addreſs my Self, and my Matters to Poſterity , in This 
Appeal , from the Intquity, and Injuſtice of a FaGion of 
the Laſt Fdition. Not as if the World were likely to 


| Mexd, or the People that come After us, to be One jot 


IWiſer, Tuſter, Honeſter , or Better- Natur*d , than Thoſe 
that went Before them: But Ai Paſſions Sleep in the 
Grave; and as there's no Place for Envy, Calumny, Par- 
tzality, or Impoſture, on the One hand, ſo there's as lit- 
tle room tor Corrupt Intereſt, Mercenary Deſign, or Servile 
Adwlation, on the Other, The Dead do not Bite, they ay, 
and the Living, (unleſs they be Hagg-Wolves ) will not 
Bite the Dead, People are well enough pleas'd to ſee 
| Abuſes Stript, and Whipt,\ (as George Withers has it) 
provided that they be Laſh'd upon Other- Folks Shoul- 
ders, Now this can never fall out, where the Parable, 
or the Embleme, is of One Seaſon, and the Moral, of A- 
aother: For in the One Caſe, the Painter come to Me ; 
and in the Other, J go to. the Painter. 'Tis much as in 
a Nuſance; No body is to lay a Dunghill juſt under My 
Nsoſe; but it 1'le Carry My Noſe to Another mans Dung- 
bill, T may thank my (elf. Now *tis quite another but!- 


neſs, where the Max, and the Satyr arc both of a Time : 


For the Guilty are Naturally Suſpicious ; and He that's 
Conſcious ,, will b2 apt to ſay to himſelf, | This Will, 
or That Tom, Points at We. | A CharaGer, in Thy Caſe, 


Shoots Hail-Shot, and Strikes a great many more than 


ever the Marks-man , either Aim'd at, or Dreamt of. 
There 


mana... Has Wd 


SD 


There is a great deal of Difference, I know, betwixt the 
I} hipping of the Vice, and of the Man; and betwixt the 
Whipping of the Vice tor the Mans fake, and the Whip- 
ping of the Man, for the ſake of the Vice, But be It as 
it willz *tis Nonſenſe to Imagine, that a Man draws a 
Figure in the Air, and Means 0 body 3 or that he had 
not ſome Oxe Man, more in his Thovght then Another. 
toward the Inſtyuding, or the Finiſhing of the Piece. 
Wickedneſs, and Knavery can never be Drawn To the 
Life ; but From the Life: And the moſi Gennine Ima- 
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ges that we have of Virtue, and Vice; Wiſdom, and '% 
Folly, are Gather d, and Wrought, from the Practices, and 3 
Habits of Humane Life, This fort of Eſſay, is no more 'F 
then Natarc, taken in Shozt:-hand;z and He that Treats of A 


Good and Evil, docs but Common. Place Mankizd onely 
the Difference is, that the Same Writings that are Cen- 
ſur'd tor the molt Virulent Libels, (how True ſcever) 
in One Age ; Paſs, many times, for the molt Excellext, and 4 
Profitable of Morals, in Another, Plain-dealing Writers, 


Mect with the Fate commonly, of Publique-Spirited Pro- bh 
jeftors , and Reine Themleives, for the Good of their 'H 
Succeſſo2s: And therefore, a Frank, Clear-minded Man, if) 
that ſtands Condemn'd to the Mortification of Rubbing- F 
out his days in a Falſe, Daubing, Narrow-hearted IW orld. "0 
cannot do better, then to withdraw his Ffed;, from a- 1p 
mong Parsſines, and Sbarpers , and to Depoſite the Care $ 
of his Memory, and Good Name, in the hands of thofe h 
that are yet Unborn, & 
Theſe axe My very Circumſtances, My Judgcs., are % 
; | Parties; and, as the Caſe ſtands, both Witneſſes, and A 


Jury, in a kind of Combination againſt me, Whithcy 
thould I Fly now, from the Tyranny of Thi Paſſion, and 
Prejudice, for Relief, and Pzotection, but to Thoſe 
Times, when the Biaſs of This Controverſy ſhall be take» 
off ; The Intrigue, and Intereſt of it, Extinguiſh'd, and 
All the Pzeſent Litigants, on Both fides, laid to Sleep ? 
Fipecially, fince the Caxſe it ſelf, and the Merits of it, 

A 2 will, 


'nÞ2 to the Next fre: For 
my Charge, -ad Evay 4rticie of it, being Founded up- 
on Thoſe. ver; *:pers that 1 do nere Lranſmit to After- 


wi.l, mot Infolbly, come «. 


4 


SY 
A. 


Times, tx my W2fencts the Fra lies Opea ty AU men; 


and Donr, or {#*9i Doxe, 15 tht action; Whercin, Eve- 


—.. 


ry Soul- that can Reade, may $atisfy hem{cif. 

I have not the Vanity all this while, to Contezd, with 
{> much Formality of Pomp, and Zeal, for the Single Cre- 
adit of the Obſervator, or of his Jrifling Papers : Bat fo it 
is, that without Oftextation,, the Hour of the Govern- 
ment, and of All the Kings Lo;al Subjefs > The Light , 
the Antvority, the Tradition, and the Faithfull Memorials 
ot / ruth it ſelf, (as to This Point) are not a little Con- 
cernd in the Iſſue of This Cauſe. For, with All Defe- 
rexce to the Works of many Abler Pens, that have Aſ- 
ferted the Same Intereſt, I way yet, with Modeſty Afirm, 
that Thu is the Dnlp Wicekip Paper, that has Stood at 
Mark now, tor almott Six Tears together, without fo much 
as One Diſcontinuance. , And to what End, but to En- 
counter Seditious, and Republican Poſitions ; Scandalous 
Shams, and Defamatory Impoſturer, fo ſoon as ever they 
took Air, And to (ct the Pecple Ripht, in the Truth, and 
Reaſon of Mattcrs? And this has been done with fo 
much Care, and Ef, that the molt Shameleſs of my 
Enemies, could never laya Finger yct, upon any One 
Falſty of F2&, or Errour of Dottrine, in the Whole Train 
»t Theſe Obſervators , and all tie Baſsle about them, has 
been only General Hear-ſoy, and Clamour. Now upon 
tne Credit of Theſe Writings, depends, in a Great Mea- 
fure, the Credit of the Hittory of Theſe Times; to the Ex- 


treme Hazzard of Miſleading After-Ages; when they 


th2]! find, on the One hand, ſo many Depoſing, Diſin- 
heriiing, Txcluting, and Jnpeachng Nemine Contradi- 


cente's z So many $028W02'1 Parrativ:ss So many Thou- 
fzad of Lreaſoneuz, and S!anviranus Libelsz All, Prin- 


rea, Publiſhed, and Recommended, under a Maſque of 


Huthority: and on the Other hand, little more then This 
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Miſerable Paper, to Oppoſe them? What will Future 
Times ſay of Thu Government, and of T»:s Nation, when 
they ſhall Reade of a Prince in a Plot againli his Sove- 
reign, and his Brother? A @xeen, anda Wife, in the 
Same? Wlet againſt her Husband* Nay, of a King in a 
Ply Again Himſelf; and Swubjefis ina Conſpiracy to Mar- 
der their Prince, upon an Iajting, and Prixciple of cl! - 
ato1? What will Poſterity Think, I ſay, when they 
ſhall find All Theſe Dzabolical Calumnies Confirm'o, by 
{o many Peſtilent Votes, Narratives, News es, and Pam- 
phlets, with the Solemaity too, of Parliamentary Teſtimo- 
nialls, and Imprimaturs * What will they Think, 1 
ſay, when they ſhall tind Dr. OTES, Capt. BEDLOE, 
Capt. DANGERFIELD, Stephen DUGDALE Eſq; with 
a iiundred Worthies more of the Same Batch, Canoniz,'d 
for Szints, forſooth, and the SAVIOURS of the Nation 2 
So many Meditations for Pardon, and Preferment, for em; 
So inany Pulpits, and Tribunals, Trouping along for Com- 
pany, with Their Hoſanng's too? What (ball Charity zt 
felf be able to ſay, to This Cloud of Authorities, and Cer- 
tificates? to This Harmony of Liesj, and Def:mations , 
when they ſhall fee fo Blk a Story paſs Current, with- 
out either Contradifiion, or Control? As if the Baaing 
of a whole Nation had been Twrn'd in their Heads like a 
Pancake , Conſcience fal”n afleep ; Truth Struck Dumb, 
Plane Raton Depexerated into Baitality, and not 
One man of a Thouſand, that had the Heart to ſtand up 
for Reltgion, or Xuſtice, The Next Generation would 
have taken This Hiflory , tor Goſpel, it ſore body or 0- 
ther had not put in, to ſhew the World, that Theſe their # 
Celebrated Savicurs, were Devils Jncarnate z Their 
Pretended 'alot, Supported by Subornation, and Perjury 
Their Evidence-CAPTAINS, DOCTORS, &'SSUIKES, 
only ſo many Pick-pockets, Cheats, and Kaights of the 
* mY Pot, Rakd together : The Kefuſe of Pilories and Fayls 
EE the Scandal of Chriſtianity, and the Shame of Mankind. 
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And now, Gentlemen of the Rext Agr, to whom Theſe 


Preſents ſhall come : Heres the 1 hole Matter laid before 
ye, in Theſe Papers, the Hiſtory of the Times; the Merits 


of the Cauſe; the Reaſon of he Points in Queftion, De- 


bated Pro and Con; the Truth of Things, .Separated from 
Falſhood, and Impoſture , the Frauds of a Republican Fac- 
tion, Detefied; Their Methods, and Deſigns laid Open, 
and the Malice of them Defeated 3 the People Cantion'd, 
and Tuſtryufied, both in their Intereſt, and in their Duty 


for fear of Miſtaking their Ememies , for thcir Friends; 


and their Friends for their Enemies. This has been my 


Burneſs: And whether or no T have Diſcharg'd all theſe 


Offices, Trulp, Candidlp, Fairhfullp, ages Fa and in 
One word, as a Good Chetiſtian, a Loyal Subject, an 
Hon?lt Pan, and a Hearty Lover of his Country, Dught 
to do; be Pou the Judges. 'Tis True, I have been Ar- 
raign'd, by Common Fame, of Levity, Diſguiſe, Hypo- 
c/iſy, Double. Dealing Halting betwixt Two Opinions, TIn- 
conſytency with my ſelf, and by the force of Credulity, Ca- 
lyamny, and Pragice, Gzound, as it were, betwixt Two 
Alilitones, 

From April. 1681, to the Death of the 'Late Bleſſed 
Ring , ] was IWorry'd by Common-(Geaith:-men, and 
Their Accomplices; but with the Wonderfull Kindneſi 
and Fſteem, of All the Pzofeſs d Friends of the Ring, the 


VHonarchy, and the Cyurch, to Ballance the Outrages of 


Taat Averſion, I] was ever an Infidel, as to the Plot; 
and made, Conſequently, a YPopiſh Inſtrument, at leaſt, 
to Pownright Papiſts, A Ridiculer of the Kings Wit- 
nefſ?s, and (in the _ of Thoſe Days) of the aWiſdom 
of the Nation. And This Entertzinment, of Gord, and 
Evil, was not without fome Colour of Reaſon neither, on 


Both ſides : For the Republicans made Good the very Worſt 


cf my Szrmiſes, and Fore-bodings ; They never fail'd of 
Doing, what T ſaid thzy were About to do; and I am 


the Dnlp Mas, perhaps, that, in a Tra& of Fight and 
Forty Years Experience, they Never Decciv'd : But I had 


now, 
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now, little more to do, then to look, Behind me, to know 
what was to Come, For there was Nothing fRew, in 
the very Phraſe, Air, and Courſe of Proceedings, more 
then the Sublimating of the Old way of Calumntation, 
. -and Pppocriſy, into a Barefac?d, an Open, and a True- 
Proteſtant Perjuryz and where the Witneſſes Bluder'd , 
or happen'd to Interfere ; whether with Dne Another, or 
with Themſ-lv:s, they were either brought-off by the 
( harity of a Well- Aﬀetied Comment, or otherwiſe, there 
were Inferences drawn from the Pzinciples of the Kelt- 
gion, to the Pzoof of the Fact 3 and a PRIEST, | or a 
[PAPIST | was taken for Synonymows, with a CONSPI- 
RATOR, or a TRAT TOR, 

After I had finiſh'd my Two Firſt Stages, with an V#i- 
verſal Hatred on the One ſide, and Approbation, on the 
Other : (For whatſoever Miſchiev'd the One, mult needs 
do the Other a Service ; ) It pleas'd God to call Charles 
the Second to Himſelf, and James the Second ( whoin 
God long preſerve) to the Crown: Which was in Fe- 


bruary 1684, where I Begin This Third Volume, and 3 
from Whence, 1 am to Date the Hard, the Unequal, (or A 
what it I had ſaid? ) the Wnjuſt Uſage, I have met wo 
withall, from That Day, to This : But the TIME, bare- b 


ly, without Other Circumſtances, will ſignify little to the 
Enforming of Poſterity, in the True State of Thi Matter ; 
and therefore I thall in a very Few Words, lay Open the 2 
Secret Springs, and Motions, that led to This Unexpetied % 


Change. - 'y 

The Popiſh Plot was made a Cover to a Republican Con- z 
ſpiracy z which, tho it Began in a Farce, was to be Con- # 
cluded in a Tragedy, The Way was, Firſt, to make Pg- *Þ 
pery a Bug-bear to the People; and Then, where they bit 
could not get Oaths, tomake any man a Statutable Pa- '% 
peſt, and to Swoop him into Oter*es Plot; they had a b\ 


Device, to bring him into the Toyt, under the Latitude of 

| @ Reputed Papift, ] or | Popiſhly-Afected, ] which In- | 
volv'd the Members of Both Churches, alike; and we 4 
A 4 had 
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had hardly any Diſcriminating Mark left us, of a Good 
Chrijtian , even from an Infidel, (or Wozſt) then the 
Tri of Þtes © ſearrative. and the Beiief of it; to the 
very Eiath-Eiils. and MPuſtarb-Bal's, The Projed 
was {© Playſtvle, and went down ſo Glib, (though ne- 
ver ſuch Sotts as the Tools that Witneſs'd it!) that when 
the King s Life, and the Proteſtant Religion, were (aid 
to be at Stake; He was no longer a Son of the Church 
of England, that Oppor'd it; and to be a Friend to the 
JÞIio', was to be a Friend to Ceſar, I am 4Yſhamd to 
Refletj, or ſo much as to Think vipon, the Inconſiderate 
Mijtakes, the Groſs Overſights, the Glozing Complyances, 
and the Ungovernable Madneſs of That Seaſon : But up- 
on the whole Story, the Application will be This : that 
True, or Falſe ; Credible, or Incredible; Poſſible, or Im- 
poſſible, It comes all to a Caſe, where the Multitude are 
taken Captive in their Imaginations, and have no longer 
any other Rule, Meaſure, Will, or Liking, then what 
they draw trom the Difate of their Leaders, This was 
the Pretext, that brought Charles the Firſt to the Scaf- 
Fold, and that was. Vkewiſc, ia a Fair way of bringing 
his Late Sacred Majeſty to the Szme knud. Now Com- 
puting with my f2!t, how much more Popalar, and 
Dangerous, the Same Pretext would be, under a Praxce, 
in Communion with che Church of Kome then it was 
in thc days of his Iwo Royal Predeceſſours, Upon the 


 Crifis of That Great Kevolutiou, | Chang'd the Biaſs of 


my Papers a little, ar.a did what I could, to Obwate 
the Hazzards, and Diftempers, that (I perceive, by Thi 
Time) I had but too much KReaſox to Fear. In the 
iwo Former Prt- of Theſe Dialogues, I thought is Rea- 
ſonable to Caution a fort of Unwary, Short- ſighted, IVell- 
Nieaning Men, againſt the Swares, and Prafiices of the 
Common Enemy; and in this Third Volume, 1 Judg'd it 
0 Leſs Feoſonable, to give the Same People the Same 
Caution over again : but with This Additional Confide- 
r2tion, that they ſhould haye a care of Theaſelves coo, 
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as well as their Adverſaries: For Bigottry is every jot 
as Dan:erows, as Luke-warmneſs and to be Over-Righ- 
teous, (according to the Text) on the One tide, is All- 
out as Bad, as to be Dver-Scrupulous, on the Other ; 
and much the Fiercer Evil of the Two. Zeal muſt be 
Bownded by Knowledge: Nay, it mult be Guftded by 
it; for it is knowledge that leads us to Truth ; and 
we are xever Right, but when they do, All Three Meets 
upon the Same Point. Shot of it ; Bepond, or on Et- 
ther ſide of it, are onely ſuch or ſuch Degrees, more, or 
leſs, of Folly, and Error. A man may be-4#00 Zealows 
Foz a Good Thing, as well as Againſt it; when That 
Zeal has more in it of Heat, then of Light. They that 
pretend to Chriſtianity, and call fro Fire from Heaven , 
even in the Caſe of Keligion it ſelf, do not know of what 
Spirit they are. In One word, All Extremes are Stark 
Naught, b»th in Divinity, and in Reaſon, and One Il 
Circumſtance, is Sufhcicnt, to Deſtroy the Merit, and to 
Blatt the Glory , of the moft Honourable Undertaking , 
and Prete;:ce, A man may Cut the Throat of his Ows 
Relizim, by Contending tort. How many Men have 
we {cen to Set-up, and paſs for Patriots, in Common 
Fame, and Reputation, that, in the Sight of God, and 
in the Courts both of Law, and Conſcience, have been 
found no betrer then Arrant Traitors * This js no more 
then to ſay, that we are to Govern All our Aflions, with 
a relpe& to Perſons, Cujtoms, Lawr, Times, Places, Du- 
ty, Good Manners, Proportion, Meaſure, and Diſcretion. 
'Tis Poſſible, that a man may Fuaf2ir Dne Privilege, or 
Title, by Jnvading Another 3 and Loſe what he has 
Already, by Graſping at more then belongs to him. To 
fay Nothing of the Imprudence of the Weaker Provoking 
the Stronger 3 the Unwarrantableneſs of Subjefis Step- 
ping out of their Proviace, to Intermeddle in Matters of 
State : the Sin, as well as the Scandal, of Irreverent, 
and Contemptuous Innuendos. The Impotency of an 
Intemperate Ardour of Contentionz the Aﬀedation of Po- ' 

pular 
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pular Applauſe, in Setting-up for the Head of a Party, &c. 
Theſe, and a Hundred other Difficulties came into my 
Head, upon Thi Occaſion, and I was Heartily afraid, 
what might come on't, if the Wiſdom of the Serpent 
ſhould not Accompany the Innocence of the Dove : for 
there goes more then Greek, and Latin, to the making 
of a Yhorough-wiſe Man; and if States men and Di- 
vines, . would but RefſpeRively Attend to their Proper 
Fundions , they would &en find as much work as they 
could turn their Hands to, in their Own Trade, And 
then, the Retter, the Worſe; when the Burning Intention 
of Holineſs makes People forget the Indiſpenſable Alle- 
geance of a C:vil Duty, But to come now to the Point :; 
I was thus thinking within my ſelf. 

If the bare tame, and Fa'icy of Popery, had the 
Power to w:ſtrop One Imperial, Proteſtant Prince, and 
to Endang:r Axzether ; together with the very Founda- 
tions, both of Church, and State, in Three Kingdoms ; 
and without any Other Aid to the Doing of it, then the 
Artificial Manage of the Jmpoſture; What will not the 
Same Cheat over again, (under Our Circumſtances ) be 
able to bring about; if any V#wary Zelots among our 
felves, Chould chance to Foyn in the Seme Fears, and 
Zealouſies, and give Cred:t to the Conſpiracy! We have 
the Word gf a Prince, of Faith, and Honour, for our 
Security: A Prince of Grace, and Clemency : A Prince of 
Power, Tuftice, and Reſolution z and it will be our Own 
Fault, if we fail of our Own Deſires, and Wiſhes, Diffi- 
dence in the Caſe, is both an Ingratitude, and a Prove- 
cation, Or if we canot avoid Being Diſtruſifull , *tis 
Extremely Vain yet, Fooliſh, and Extravagant, to Talk 
on't; for we do not only Betray our &elves, but Creatc 
Suſpicions in Dfhers3 and where Subjetis are the Ag-. 
greſſors, "tis Time tor. Princes to look about them. Inſo- 
much, | that 'tis Baſe, to Suſpez Fooliſh to Diſcover our 
ſelves; and Bootleſs, to Siruggle , where we are Sure 
to be Worſted, ' The Honour of Princes is to be kept 

Gy Relis 


$6 £2 


wk gs Nt 


| =. LM £; TY Free 
x OR Rn IS” — Ws > - Fa 


(11 ) 
Religiouſly Sacred, in Thought, Word, and Deed: And 
however the Law may Mince the Matter, a man may as 
well, (in Conſcience) Defame his Prince, in words at 
length, as by a Glance. If a man Preaches upon This 
Text, All Mouths are preſently Open upon him, with a 
[What ? Shay't we Defend our Keitgion? ] I Anſwer, 
Tes, Undoubtedly. He that upon Good Grounds finds 
himſelf in Poſſeſton of the Truth, ought rather to Dye, 
then Relinquiſh it : Fathers, Mothers, Brothers, Siſters, 


Friends, Relations, Acquaintances, Life, and Eftate, 


are All Nothing to't, where they fall in Competition. But 
then the Defence muſi be Apoſtolical, Primitive, and C bri- 
tian, without Noiſe, Tumult or Force : There mult be 
10 Drawing of Swords in the Caſe; No, not ſo much as 
any Grumbling, Calumniating, or Repining, Towaris it : 
No Cutting of Ears off ; No Military Executions : For to 
Tronble Governments under That Pretext, is to Renownce 
the Dodrine of Chriſtianity, and Example of our Bleſſed 
Saviour Himſelf. What?*s the Difference; betwixt Adtu- 
al Violence, and Scandaloys, Provoking Words, and Praftii- 
ces that Leade to*t? any more, then as they are Sezveral 
Links of the Same Chain? Tis the Heart, ſets the 
Tongue at Work, The Tongue, the Hands : And 'tis the 
Devil Himſelf, that blows the Coal of Sedition, into a 
Blaze of Religion. How often have I Talk'd, and Turn'd 
Theſe Thoughts, and Diſcourſes over and over, upon 
Occation of Confidering the State of our Aﬀairs! Why 
Theſe Animoſities, ſay I, among Chriſtians, upon the 
Subjet of Religion, in ſo Notorious a Contradifion to 
the Faith that we Profeſs? As if the Salvation of a No- 
minal Proteſtant, depended upon the Damnation of a Pa- 
piſt. Neither are We to Stand, or to Fall, upon Their 
Bottom, nor They upon Oars ; but Every Man to his Own 
Maſter. Cannot I Maintain my Own Religion, without 
Waging War againſi Anothers? There's room enough, 
upon the Points wherein we Agree; and upon the To- 
Pique of Good Life, and Manners, for the Chriſtian, and 
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"haritable Exerciſe of Holy Duties, And as to the Points 
that are in Controverſy, we may Deliver and Aſſert, our 
Own Perſwaſion , without Laſhing out into Invefives a- 
gainſt People of a Differing Taſt. That Bitterneſs of 
Spirit, does not become the Diſciples of our Bleſſed Lord. 
Befide that the Multitude are Prone enough to Fadion, 
of Themſelves, without Incentives to'tz and necd no 
Encouragement, or Example. to Tranſport them into 
Diftempers. Nay, it is a Mattcr of Dangerow Conſe-- 
grence, to have them dontev,, or ſo much as i2ermit- 
ſed, to Razl a: Things that they do not Underſtand : For 
it puts them in Poſſeſſion of a mott Pernicious Liberty ; 
which will take the Same Freedom, in Ste, that it 
does in Religion, when they arc once ſet a gog, by This 
Itch of Meddling, upon Controverſy, and Brawl, without 
any Senſe of the Trath, and Reaſon of Things. Let- 
the DoGiors Sport Themſclves like the Leviathan, in the 
Depths, and Subtletres of the Schools, The Simplicity of- 
the Goſpel, takes zo Delight in High Flights and Figures : 

Neither are the Common ROT. Proper Judges of .4b- 


ftruſe, and Myfteriows Points, Kher Province is Reaſo- 


nable Reſignation, and Dutyfull Obedience; . without ta- 
king upon them the Office ot the Chair. Their Bus neſs 
is the Plain Truth of Things; and not to trouble their 
Heads about the Cracking of Controverſies that are too 
Hard for their Teeth. *Tis a kind of 4 P2otefiant Jm- 
plicit Fairh, co Afent to they know not what; and I take 
an Unknown Meaning, to be Every jot as Bad, as an Vn- 
known Tongie. Toere can be #0 Edification, without 
a Due Underſtanding of the Mattcr Propounded. And it 
is much about the Same Thing too, in Religion, as it is 
in Government ; I find Litele. or No Difference, upon 
the Parity of the Reaſon , betwixt Hairanguing againlt 
Pcpery at Crippizgat-, (for the purpoſe } and againſt 
Arbicrary Power at G11 lvhail. The Reforming Porters, - 
and Car-men of One and Forty, underftiood Waivileges of 


parliament, Every jot as well as they did the Right o 
£nc 


; ef the Eftablih'd Cherch of England, to make Good the 
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the Biſhops Wotes. In tine; This is a way to Tranſ- 
port People, not to Exform them; and to make a Par- 
ty, wichout any Proſped} , of Clearing, or Eftabliſhing a 
Truty. 
With Theſe Contemplations, and Precautions , about 


' me, and, not without Divers Previous Diſcourſes, and 


Deliberations, upon the Suber Apprehenſions I had, of the 
Hazzard of a Miſtaken Zeal, on That Notable Change, 
and Conjuntiure of Aﬀairs: I Proceeded to This Third, 
and Concluding Part of my Obſervations, I found. that 
the Church of England, could not, cither in Honoxr, Rea- 
ſen , or Prudence , Doubt of his Majellies Goodneſs, Fu- 
ftice, and Protedion, and Conſequently of her own Safety; 
nor, in Truth, run any Riſque at all, but by the Forfei- 
txre of That Loyalty, to all manner of Purpoſes, which 
ſhe has ever Praficd, and Profeſi d, I Confider'd (as I 
ought to do) the Mighty Work of Divine Providence, in 
the Diſpoſition of the Crown; and the Fatality of any Groſs 
Miſcarriage ,, in the Matter of Reverence, and Duty, on 
the Part of the Subje&. I had in my Thoughts, a Thor- 
ſand Difficulties, what the Heats of Some, the Ignorance 
of Others; the Feuds, and the Piques of Mutineers , as 
well as of UVathinking Z:l1t 7, might probably bring upon 
us, without Singular Care, and Moderation, toward the 
Preventing of Miſchief. But the Thing I fear'd above 
all others, was the Impoſture of (Wolves dreſs'd up in 
Sheeps Clothing; and leaſt the Common Enemies of our 
Peace, and Welfare, a Sort of People among our ſelves, 
that ſtick neither to Canon, nor Rabrique, ſhould caſt 


1 out a Boxe betwixt his Majeſty, and the Loyal SubjeGs 
4 of his Bleſſed Father, and Brother, and xo Leſs of his 


ROYAL SELF, and Cry, | The Church of England did 


"4 it:] As if many Roguer in Red Coats, ſhould Robb 
* the Kings Chappel, and Cry, | the Guards did it.] Upon 
* this Agitation of Matters, I concluded within my (elf, 


that This was the Time, tor the Kings Reformed $Subjefs 


Cha- 
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C baraGer of their Integrity, and the Allegiance of their 
Profeſſton : and withont Complementing-away, Articles 
of Faith, to Foyn with the Roman Catholiques in a Har- 
mony of Reverence to their Prince, as Fellow-Subjefs to 
the ſame Maſtery, For the Scandal is not to be Borx; not 
to be Defended; and never to be Forgiven, to Charge Ro- 
man Catbolicks with Vndutifullueſs to their Sovereign, and 
yet, at the ſame Time, not to Unite, as Franckly with 
Roman Catholicks, in the Defence of a Prince of That Per- 
ſuaſion ;, as ever the Roman Catholiques did with Church- 
of- England-men, in Defence of his Majeſtics Proteſtant Fa- 
2ver. In One word more 3 (for I would be very Explicit 
upon this Subje&t) I bent my Utitermoſt Endeavours to- 
ward the Allaying, and the Pacifying of all Vnkindneſſes, 
and Averſions, which, My Izterpreters have been pleas'd 
to call [ A Projed} for the Uniting of the Two Churches, 
and to Tſſe-out fo many Anathema's, and Fulminations, 
2gainft me for, that it their Prayers had been Heard, 1 
had been Fifty Fathom Under Ground before this Time. 
Here lies the Core of the Ulcer; and who but the Noiſy 
Advocates , ( as they pretend ) for the Proteſtant Cauſe, 
to Move This Wrath, and Tndignation againſt me! They 
look Big, and Grave z They Garniſh the Matter out, with 
Pomp, Form, and Solemnity : and when they have turn'd 
up their Stomachs, their Diſciples Gather up the Dualm, 
as the Leſſer Poets did Homers, and ſet-up for 4uthours 
upon't. But in tine. the Story has not One Syllable of 
Truth in't. as is made evident, beyond All Contradidion, 
over and over, in Theſe Papers; and, yet, betwixt Cre- 
dulity, Paſſion, Lazyneſs, and want of Skill in Common 
Senſe , Tranſubſtantiation, and Jdolatry, the Bug-bear 
of the Times, has not been more Sbirtle-Cockid, then 
This Argument; the Plot it ſelf was not more Believ'd 
nor the Story of it more Ridiculous: Nay, This very 
Pratiice is a Branch of it. And what's my Crime at Jaſi? 
( taking it at the very Worſt of their Own Conſirutiton ) 


but the Haunting, and Diſcovering, of a Pack of For = 
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Miſcreants , and laying Open the Confederacy, betwixt 
the Mercenary Brates, and their more Execrable Maſters ? 
Which I have done, with the Conſcience of a Chriſtian, 
a Subjef, a C hurch-of-England-man, and a Lover of Ju- 
ftice. I never lik'd the Hobby- Horſing Proceſſions of God- 


freys Funeral, and the Barnings of the Fope, And it is 


but Natural tor Thoſe that were up to the Ears in the Plot, 
when I was Tooth and Nall againſt it, to Hate We, for 
Preſuming to be in the Right, when they were in the 
Wrong. But to come now at laſt to a Cloſe, upon This 
Dreſtion ;, the ſhort-Engliſh of the Device, was, to raake 
as Arrant , a Tugling , Sacramenting Raſcal of mie, ( Sa- 
ving the Then Rings Evidences) as ever Renowne'd God 
upon the Holy Altar. They did not only Propagate my 
Shame by Word of Mouth, Hand it trom One to Another 
( Well-nigh the Only Tradition that they would Allow 
of) and Spread it abroad, in their Miſives, and Intelli- 
gences, where they were ſure it could not be Contradified ; 
but they Clubb?d, I know not how many of 'em, to the 
Libelling of me in Print. Inſomuch, that I was forc'd 
to Complain to their Right Reverend Dioceſan, of the Hard 
Uſage, in a Pamphles call'd | The Db- 

ſervato2z Def:nded : | Where I ſet forth See Obſ. ro. 32. 33. 
the Ntked Truth of the Bus'neſs; and 39: 4% 44+ Vol. 3. 
after the Expoſing of the Sham, I heard 

no more on't. 

Now for Tour Parts, Gentlemen, that were not fo 
much as in Beeing when Theſe Ceremonie; Paſs d; what 
Opinion would Ton have Entertain'd of This Abominable 
Obſervator, without Theſe Papers to Enform your Fudg- 
ments, and to keep you Upright in the Ways of Honour, 
Charity, and Juſtice? What would you have Thought 


of a Creature that ſhould have come duwn to you in Thou- - 


ſands of Pamphlets, Mercuries, Pacquets, Domeſtiques, &c. 
in the Shape of ſo many ſeveral ſorts of Kegue? And 
all this, for the ſake of an Intereſt, where the Maſter was 
Painted yet Blacker then the Servant, 
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Before I go any further, T muſt dcfire you to take 
Notice of the Parficular Date of This Preface; and to 
Compute, upon the Preſent Face of Things, as well as up- 
on the Whole Antecedent Matter; Who were the True 
Friends to the Churchyof England ; the Plaintiffs, or the 
Defendent : z and whether I hs not Rife, the very ſame 
Man, in April, 1687. that IT Sat down. in April, 1681? 
I am No Prophet, :nor the Son of a Prophet 3 but I do not 
know any One Accident of State, that I have cither 
Mis-judg'd , or Mis-repreſented , in all Theſe Papers : 
And I do perſuade my felt, that I was never more in 
the Right, then in the Judgment I made, and the Mea- 


ſures 1 took, upon This Laſt Revolution; for the Point 


is Clear, even to the degree of a Demonſtration ; and 
that the Two things that T mainly Stzdy'd, and Endea- 
vour'd to Prevent, and Avoid, are Done, on the One 
Hand, and falin upcn us, on the Ocder, That 1s to 
ſay 3 an Unruly Zeal has brought us to the Sight of our 
Error ; and the man is Blzad, that docs not, by this 
Time, Reade his Miſtake in his Puniſhment. Without 
any more ado, Hinc Ile Lachryme: But it is My For- 
tne fill, to bear, the Burden of Other Peoples Faults, 
while They. (if I rray ſet the Truth, againlt the Vanity) 
Reap the Fruit , 2nd the Credit of My Services, How 
have 1 been Lead-n with Reproaches of being Popiſhly- 
Aﬀedied, tor 4dvifing the Suref?, the Faireſt, and the 


molt Chaittiaa way ot doing Right, Honour, and Juſtice, 


to the Church of England; while Thoſe very People, ſet- 
up for the Pillars of & Proteſtant Religion, whole Heats, 
and Intemperances have the moft Endanger'd it! 1 Write, 
and Speak my Mind, with the ſame Singleveſs of Mea- 
ning, and Simplicity of Thought, at This Day, that Ever 
I did; and 1 do not find, in the Change of my Maſter, 
any Change in the Tye of my: Allegiance, I reckon my 
{elf Bonnd, by the Laws of God, and in Common Decency, 
Prudence, and Duty, to Preſerve a Right Underſtadning 
betwixt my WRcligion; and matter of Civi] CG 
an 
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and Wwiſpedt. The Divine does not Dijcharge the Sus- 
ied: ; neither does Chriſtianity pretend to Crois the Mea- 
ſures, to Trouble the Peace, or to Thwart th? Order of 
Government, The Frame of a Pelitic2l Body, is as Nice, 


and Delicate, as That of a piece of Clock-work: It will 


haruly endure, {o much as Breathing upon; It mult be 
kept, Clean, as well as Whole; and from Duſt, or Can- 
kering, as well as fiom Falls, and Bruiſes: For Scan- 
dat is a Step toward Sedition; and the Blzckening of a 
Prince in his Reputation, is vext door to Drawing Bloud 
of him. A man can hardly make Swubjettr, Lhink a- 
mſs of their Sovereign, without Diſpoſiag them to Ue- 
duatifull Afftons too; and there are Ways of Calumnia- 
ting, lo Artificial, and fo Effefual, that the Greateſt Miſ- 
chief in the IWorld, ſeems to be done, Many times, for 
Gods ſake, and the Irreverence to be Hallow'd, by Serip- 
ture, and by Conſcience. Common Ken will not bear 
the Aſſront of being told, that there are none but 
Knaves, and Fools of their Opinion , But yet, at the (ame 
Time, there will be No Exception takcn, at Mens Sp- 
portizg their Din Senie of Things, without Falling Foul 
upon Dering fudgments. The Queſtion i5, w—_ 
5 NT in the igri, not whether Anoti7r is in the U og, 
or Nv, And *'tis the Part ot a Sober Man, to hep hike 
ſelf within his Dwn Province. *Tis fo far from Merite- 
rious, Modeſt, Charitable , or Diſcreet, tor Men that ſet- 
up tor the Reputation of a Proteſtait Zeal, and PFrurity. 
to be ttill Crying-out, (upon the Compariſon ) Lord ! we 
are not as the Jyolatreus, Perfiviors, and King-Billtng 
Japiſtsz that our Saviour, in the Parable of the Pho ifee, 
has Expricſly ſet torth, for our Inſtruction, his uttermoft 
Abborrence " thole Poafting Services , _ Uncbaritatl: 
Devotions, Lord! T do Lhis, and 1 do Xhat, ne Cries 1 
and Lord ; 7 2m 19 as : Diber Men Gre, mr even as This 
Publican. . Why here's a kind of a Tuftfication by 
Wozks, without either Grace, Faity, or Good- ma2zthers , 
and a Religions Pretext Advanced, vpon the Ruins of 
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B2otherly Love. But (as I was a ſaying) can it be Ima- 
gin'd, that a Prince will bear That from a Swbjed, that 
One Private Man will not Endure from Another ? There's 
no Libell ſo Bitter, ſo Moving, fo Provoking, and fo Con- 
tgemptuous , withall, as the Wounding of a King, by a 
Figure, The Addreſſes of ſome of his Late Majeſties Parlia- 
ments, were Maſter-pieces that way, Now the thing that 
I Labour'd, upon the Laſt Gzeat Change cf Stacy, bath 
by Reaſoning, Induſtry, and the moſt Preſſin, Application 
of Councels, and Intereſt, was the doing of All that was 
Poſſible, to make the People Think Well of the Church of 
Enland, without Laſhing-out againit the Church of 
Rome : Eſpecially, upon Thoſe Capital Points. that are 
commonly made uſe of, to Tranſport the Multitude, be- 
yond all Terms of Hoxefty, Moderation , and Patience 
Such as Jdolatry, for the purpoſe; where Every Cobler 
ſhall bring ye ſo many Texts againſt Idols, Put in for a 
Reformer , and make himſelt Fudge of the Controverſy. 
Now upon the Truth of the Matter; the Managing of a 
Religion, is, in this Caſe, a Political Point, as it Influences . 
the Aﬀedions of the Common People , with a Regard to 
the Honour of the Prince; the Peace, and the Well-being 
of the State, Hard (obs, upon the Articles of the So- 
zereigns Perſuaſion, cannot but Glance Hard Thoughts, 
upon his Perſon ; And there can ſcarcely be a Scorn, or 
an Odium Reflefed upon the One, that does not Reach 
the Other: and, Conſequently, Expoſe the Publique to 
a very Great Riſque, without doing any manner of Geod ; 
Betide, that it is no longer Religion, (as I have Touch'd 
upon t already) but a Spice of FaGion, to Irritate, and 
Whip-up the Mobile, into a Violent Averſion for any thing 
that they do not UVaderſitand, *Tis a Dangerous Pradlice, 
to make them the Fwdges in the Point; For they'l be 
tzking the Same Liberty with Arbitrary Power, that they 
do With Poperyz and make themſclves Arbitrators, in 
matters, as well of State, as of Religion , and All, __ 
me 
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the Liceuſe, and Encouragement, of Intermediing in 
things of Goverament, which they have no Skill in, 

The Leſſon, and the Advice of Alaham to Heli, in a 
Tragedy of the Lord Brooky , falls Extremely pat to This 
Purpoſe, and I cannot Cloſe-up the Topique , Petter, then 
with a Paſſage in't, that I have now in my hand. Ala- 
ham was upon a Deſign to Overturn the State; He gives 
Heli his Inftru&Gions what to do toward itz and the 
World could not have thought of a Surer, or a Reader 


Way for the Compatling of his Exd, The Diſcourſe to 
lows. - 


Alaham. Mizsfortune Piec'd, grows more Unfortuna®, 
And Parents Laws muft Tield to Laws of State. 

Heli. Thex ſee the Means: For though the End were 
Ks Good. ; 
Tet for a Private man ts Change a State; 
IW ith Monarchs Sleights to Alter Monarchy, 
Seems Hard, if not Impoſſible to Mee, 

Alaham. Impoſtble, zs but the Faith of Fear 5 
To make Hope Eaſy, fetch Belief elſewbere. 
Tet left Theſe Sparks rak d-up in Hollow Hearts, 
Should ſpread, and Burn, before their Fury ſhow. 
Keep on the Courſe which you have USD to go. 
Preach you with Fiery Tongue; Diſtinguiſh Might 3 
Tyrants from Kings; Duties in Yneſtion bring 
'Twixs God and Man; where Power INFINITE 
Compar' d, makes FENITE Power 4 Scorntull Thing: 
Sofely ſo, Craft may with the Truth give Light, 
To Fudge of Crowns, without Enammelling, 


And bring Contempt #pox the Monarchs State, 


Where Streight Anhallowd? Power has Peoples Hate, 
Glance at Prerogatives Indefinite, 
Tax Cuſtoms, Wars, and Laws all-Gathering ; 


 Cenſure Kings Faults, their Spies, and Favourites; 


Holyrels has a Privilege to Sting 
Men be not Wiſe; Bitterneſs from Zeal of Spirit ; 
B 2 f 
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Ir hardly JTudg'd © the Envy of a King, 
Makes People LIKE: Reproot of Majcliy, 


Where GOD ſeems I, in PRIESTS AUDA- 


CIIN. 


Tragcd. Alaham. p. 12,13. 


It will becomc 7c in this Place, to Diſtinguiſh upon 
the Matter in hand, before I quit the Subjea. It is not 
My Meaning to Confound the Projedt of Miſchief, with the 
Inaduertency, and Chance- - Medley of it or to Involve the 
Confeberate. 32201ceters,, with the Ulnt)inking Jnfſtru- 
men's, in the Same Common C ondemnation, and Cenſure ; 
Bur it is ſufhcient to'Conhder, that here's a Way Chalk d- 
out, that leads moti Certainly to Peraition, and that 
whacver Steers , and Purſues that Courſe , ſhall, moſt 
Tafaiibly arrive ar the Same End. Whether upon Set- 
Purpoſe, and Advice, or by giving *Credit-to a Wrong Di- 
reion, ora Falſe Guide, it Matters not, as to the Pub. 
lich : For the State ſuffers as much in the One Caſe, as 
in the Other, Only tis True; that, as to the Aggrava- 
ting, or the Miigating of the Offence, the Zeal, the Ig- 
orance, or the Incogitancy of the One, is much more Ve- 
mill. then what the' Other does, upon Prepenſe-Malice, 
and Fore- thought. One tryes, out of | Curtolity, ] for 
inſtance, the Force of the Sun through a Burning-Glaſs, 
upon a Barrel of Powder, In a Magazine : A Boy puts a 
blazing Link, for the purpoſe, out of | Wantonnels, | 
intoa Truſs of Straw in a Stable. A Third leaves ye a 

Pix of Coals, out of ( Kegltgence, ] in a Room, to Air it, 
and the Howſs takes Fire upon't: A Fourth ſets ſo many 
Deals a-Drying , out of Reach of the Fire, (as he Ima- 
gincsz) but the | Beat] lays bold of 'em, And here are 
Four Ways now, of Springing a Conflagration, | Curio: 
vol! is No Excuſe for the F irſt ; nor | (dMantonneſs | for 

the Second z Nor | ft:gligence, | for the Third; Nor | had 
7 bought it,” for the Fourth : but the Jgnozance, (Eſpe- 
cially with a Good Meaning ) is More Pardonable, then the 
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Neglect; the Neglect, then the Wantonneſs; and the 
Wantonneis of a Child, may be Better Born with , then 
the Curiaſity here Suppor?d. But all this while, howe- 
ver, Theſe ſeveral Cauſes, and Occaſions of Diſaſter, may 
Deffer, in the Meaſure, and Degree, of the Wickedneſs, or 
of the Tranſgreſſion, they arc All Eqrall yet, as t» the Fi- 
al Burning of the Town : Though the Dam able Bel- 
liſh Poviſh Iniquity , and Malice of Pubeits Leng Pole 
in Pudding:Lane, (as the Romance has it} 
Surpaſſes them All. The Two Caſes iz 5 the Com- 
| mons Vores of "ky 
hand , are much alike ; Only ene One lays Jan. 10. 1530, gy 
but the Metropolis in Aſhes, the Other, the 
Three Kingdoms : and Men are Anſwerable Roth ways, tor Ws 
Care and Conſideration, as 7wo Eſſential Tupredients, in- | 
to All Offices of Yenour, and Duty. That which the P3- 
piſts were to do, in the F (tion; the Republicans did, "i 
| 1n very deed, and FEarxeſt. And (to keep to my Point } 
make uſe of the Weak, the Careleſs, the Crrions, the Iir- 
 mourſome, (and Ict me Add) the Popular, the Zelous, the 
i Fearfull, and the Covetous, toward the EffcQing, of the = 
| Main Work : So that it is in This, as it has been in A! oy 
Other Conſpiracies , tox One Man, that there is of a Fatii- by” 
ous, Spitefull, Canker'd Animoſity and Yenome, againft " 
the Government, there Are, and Have been, I make no \ by 
doubt on't, fume Hundreds, that have bzen cither þ 
Il beedled , or AMenac'd, or Corrupted , or Seduced, or . Hf 
Deluded, into the Common C auſe of Apoſtacy, and Pifobe- iy f 
dience. And when they come to be Hamper'd, in/.expuer, L. 
| Covenants, Engagements, and Aſſociations, there are but too -* 
/ many of them, that will rather, Venture to be Damn'd, "0 
for Staying with 'em, then to be Hang'd, for Leaving 
themz and there they lye, Snugg , 'till they are drawn 
out of the Mud, by the Teeth, like Griggs, E'rc they! = 
£ | -\ Duit their Hold, The Reſult, in hne, 15 bit Thi, rhcy f 's 
d : do all the Hert in the World, without Meaning it, and F 
$ ' without looking Before 'em, into the Probable Conſe 
quences, and the Reaſonable Iſſue. and Tendency of Things. 
B 3 But 
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But the Motion of Political, js as Regular, as That of 
Natural Bodies, and Kingdoms, and States, have their 
Revolutions, and Courſes, no leſs than Seaſuay. 

A man may as well lock into the Air, and Doubt whe- 
ther the Sun Shines, as look about him in the World, and 
Doubt waether there be a Republican Spirit at Work 1 
and whether it proceeds, by the Same Method;, at Pre- 
ſent , that have been made uſe of in Al Former Times, 
Toat is to ay by ſetting Falſe, or Das ling Colours be- 
fore Weak Eyes, iy laying Grievances betore the Raſh, 
and C'olerique; Dangers, and Matter of Fears, and Je- 
Floufies b<tore the Timorays, Spiritual Shams, before the 
Serupulo;i 1 Seand alous Stories before the Creaulous , 
Serting the Bald, and Daring, a-fire, with Inſimuations of 
Indiznity, and Provecation; Plying Male-Contents, with 
Artificial Stimulations toward Revenge; Emproviag the 
Heats of a M.'taken Zeal, into the Contempt of Civil Or- 
der, and Government. In tinez Al! Paſſions, All Hu- 
mours, All weakneſſes, All Errors, are made Subſervi- 
ent to All Confederacies of Praflice againlt the State, 

Upon Theſe Motives, and Inducements, ir was, ( as 
I have Hinted before) that, upon the coming of his 
Preſent Majeſty to the Crown, I did fo much Preſs, and 
Tucalcate, Care, Teaderneſs, Charitable Good Will, a Chri- 


ftian arid Political Apreement, betwixt the Common Sub- 
Es he. [4 ) 
jets of the Same Sovereign, and the Members of Both 


Churches. 1 did not know how far, the Craft, the Ir- 
duſtry, and the Application of One ſort of People, might 
Prevail over the Eaſyneſs, Careleſſneſs, and the Simpli- 
city of Another; there being ſo many Difficulties, too, 
and Niceties, at That Time, in the way, as might very 
well Puzzle a man, how to Govern himſelf ; whether 
as a Good Chriſtian, a Loyal Subje&, a Friend to his Coun- 
trey, and Religion : with a Juſt Regard to his Quality, 
Pojt, and Station, and to the Offices of an Honeſt Man, I 
was not Miſtaken, I perccive, in my Apprehenſions, and 
whoſoever will but look, back, over his Shoulder, _ 

- CHNLULE 
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chuſe but find it ſo; But God forbid, all this while, 
that any man ſhould be Blam'd for being Short. Sighted 
Or that Puman? Frailty in the Cafe of any Miftake, 
ſhould be renderd a MWo2ial Sn. There are Scandals 
Given, and there are Scandals Takenz And, as we 
have had but Too many Unmannerly Hot-Spurrs of the 
Former, (ſo we have had Some very Worthy Perſons of 
the Latter ſort, that have been Miſ-repreſezted to the 
World : and1 lay the Streſs of This Charge, onely upon 


. the Fierce, the Otſtinate, the Contamaciow, and Thoſe 


that have Offended ont of Maliciouz Wickedne's. 

In the making of Mee a Papiſt, my Adverſaries have 
done me an Honoanr, to Range me ( how Libelloſly fo- 
ever they Intended it) under the Perſuaſion of my Royal 
Maſter : But with This Ponour, they have done me No 
fight yet; becauſe, in Truth, I am a Son of the Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church of England ; Which they wiſh I were ot z 
and they are as Heartily Sorry, that Il Am: For it I were, 
Really, of the Roman Communion; I ſhould be a very 
Perjur'd Villain, for Swearing, with ſo much Solemnity, 
t9 the Contrary : Which would make My Teſtimony of as 
little Credit againſt Otes, as I have made his appear to 
be, againſt the Roman Catholiques, Nay, If by their 
Forgeries, they could but have made a Papiſt of me, to 
the Multitude, My Jobb had been done, and All my 
Diſcoveries of their Treaſonous, and Seditious Plots, and 
Conjurations, would have been ſo much Breath thrown 
into the Air; and Thice or Four Thouſand Rheme of 
Paper Condemn'd to the Neceſſary Houſe. No No | 
True-Proteſtant-Otes, and Bedlze were Bard, and Shyot* 
free. againſt any Poptſh Szlver Bullets, Screw's-Guns, 
or Daggers: And their Knights of the Poſt ; Their Sham- 
Plot: Their White - Horſe - Conſults, Their Somerſet- 
Hozſe- Adventures, were True- Preteſftant-Rogmeries , that 
Culd only be Blown-up, and Confounded, by a Church- 
Poteſtant Hand, In fine; If they could but have madc- 
git the Proofs of the PJot, halt fo well, as I have mades 
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wit, the Revſoirs why they would have Me to be a Papift, 
ency gh nave goae-0n, (for ought I know) in a Com- 
fortable wiy, of Drawing, Hanging, and Quarter , 
121 Secti2 Seculorum, 
Since the Finiſhing of the Paragraph next above, and 
with the Pex yet in my Hana, came a Gentieman to 
me with a Freſh Piece of Intelligence; which is, that [ 
have taken Pet at the Toleration, and thrown-up my OZ- 


ſernitor becauſe Things would not Work My Way; and 


1 h.we lot All my Friends at Court ugont. Now the 
M7:1;ce of this Suggeſtion, is well enough Appiyd, but 
ts: Storv, Groundleſs, and the very Pinch of the Caſe ; 


Ai irouſly Mittaken, For my Diſcourſes upon Toleration, 
7 


:2vC 307 ben made a Queſtion of Beitgien, but of Go: 
VPiF1.,02:t5 and the Main Point in Debate, has bcen Tha, 
J 1 


WYNAncy I :verty of Conſcience, be a Chailcnye in the 
113” ot the People, or an At of Grace, and Indulgence, 
tiiuing tro:m the Prerogative of je Supreme lagiltrate , 
Ny Concinſizy runs throughout in tavour of en Latter; 
and bcars ai FxaG Conformity to the Preſent Reſolutions 
ot State, As for Examptie. 
£61 BT { All Indulgences, In, or About Ex- 
2 (RY > tcrnals ix Religious Matters, ( Saving it 
| Caſes if Stipulation, Laws, Promilcs, 
and the like) are Mcecly Gratuitous , and Wholly De- 
pendent, #por the Grace, Will, and Plcaſure, of the Ci- 
vil Magiſtrate. } Ard once agal) now. 

[ This d,es not yet Hinder the Right of 
the Civil Magitirate, to Intcrpole in ſuch 
Indulyences, as may Strnd with the Pcace and Sattty of 
bis Dominions ; Nay, ard I am Perſuaded, that over and 
apove the Natural Softncfſes of Generolity , and Cood 
Nature, there are other Tnducements to zt, that arc yet 
Stronger, and Founded upon Principles of Pity, Rli- 
gion It {elt , Civil Prudence, and Honourable Jultie, 
Et wh:re the Subject Challenges Thoſe Graces and Di- 
purfarions, as of Utght belonging to the Mecple, the 
ar 
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| zre not Worthy of them : Neither, Fffedualy, have they 
any Title to them. For when they come to Struggle once, 
for That as 4 Due, which is onely a Cate z *8 no longer 
a Queltion of Conicience, bat a Compctition for Jaower : 
And a Prince cannot Grant any Indulgence upon thoſe 
Terms, Without aiming bis 4322 04a:tw; and the 
Ccilion of an Jncominiricavle j52ivi.cge of hg Crown. } 

This is the DoGrine that runs thorough All my WWri- 
tings upon This Argument, and they are Open for any 
man to Examine, and, it he Can, to Diſprove what I 
{ay 5 Though *Ttis a little Hard, micthinks, for one to be 
put tG Vindications, and Defences thus, In Seaſon. and 
out of Seaſon, and "tu mt Cuecy mans Doop neither, 
that will Endare the Stripping, and a Reading wpon't, in 
the Market -place, 
But atter 11 This WW armth, now, Ict me g0-off Itke 

a Chriſtian, IT Fozgtue the Whole World, All the Wl 
full, Deliberate, and Malicious Lies that any of the Wie- 
hed Part of it havc told of mes with all thcir Scurrili- 
ties, and Inferiour Slanders, over and above; But I can- 
not ſo catily Fozg''t them and I Phanſy, I ſhall hardly 
| ever Truſt 'em. I have not the lealt Vnkind Impreſſioa, 
* for thoſe that have Keported the Ill-Things they have 

Heard of me, without Knowing me; And for the Reft, 

So help me God, as I have No Thought, or Wiſh of Re- 

venge, in the Heart of me. 


* - & - " 
= *%® * 
4 : 
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I have drawn out This Preface, to a Length, much 
beyond the Meaſure that I Propos'd to my telf; And 
ſince I am Dipt thus tar, in the Merits of the Main Caſe, 
['le throw out my Hand; and Contrad into This Pream- 
ble, tne Subſtance, and Marrow of what I had Defign'd 
tor a larger Diſcourſe, 

We have had ſeveral Efſ:ys, by Snaps here and there, 
(as the Author pleas'd) upon Divers Valks of the Plot, 
but little has been done, as yet, to the framing of a uſt, 
and Formal Hiſtory of it, or to the laying of the Axe to 

the 
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the Root, There are in the Three Parts of Theſe Olſer- 
wators, more Remarques upon the Train, the Condud and 
the Dependencies; with the Charaders of the Witneſſes 
and of the Patrons of it; then are, perhaps, to be found 
any where elſe: As in the Contradifiions, 
(a) See Ote'es off (a) Otes upon the Main Plot; and fo 
Veracittes,Nume of (h) Prance, Bedloe, &c. about the 
Go. 61. 62. 72, by os 
Murder of Sir Edmund - Bury - Godfrey. 
(5) 140. 14r. But there was ſo much Picking-Work in 
142.180, Vol. 2. the Caſe; ſo much Puzzle in the Compa- 
ring of Evidences, Times, Places, and Per- 
ſons; ſuch a Latitude left, for Exception, Diſtindion, E- 
vaſion, Partiality of Comment, and Interpretation : So 
much Allowance, for Pretext of Surprizes, Slips of Me- 
mory, &c. and upon:'the Whole, fo tirong a Prepoſſeſſion, 
in Favour of the Fort, and Againii any man that (ſhould 


preſume to Thwart it, that People were Beliewd without 


Opening their Mouths, and Taught their Leſſons before- 


band, for fear they ſhould be Out in thzir Enformations, 


They had their Rolls, and Private PraGices by Themſelves, 
before ever they came to Play their Parts, in Publique, 
ter Good and All, | So that upon the Whole, Truth was 


as good as Gagg'd, and the Plot inſur d ; and a Conſcien- 


tiow Evidence, againſt an Affidavit. man, was in much 
more danger of a Gibbet, then the Other of a Pilliry 3, tor 


there needed no more then 2 Good Round Oath, and a 


Truſty Second, fortity'd with the Unaccountible Inferen- 
ces of an Ambulatory Committee, to do any Honeſt man”s 
Bus neſs: and Oaths, by Thi time were Grown as Cheap 
as Stinking Mackrel, The Impoſture was Chriften'd, a 
Narrative, or a Diſcovery; and the Impoſtors Themſelves 
(according to a True- Proteſtant Heraldry ) were ſtyl'd the 
Saviours of the Nation, A man could not fay Black was 
Ote*es Eye, but he was made an Invalidater of the King's 
Evidence; A Ridiculer of the Damnable, Helliſh, Popiſh 
Conſpiracy, His Mouth Stopt with Votes, and Proclama- 
tions, and in Danger of 8 Conncel, for Arraigning Four 

| | | Parl;- 
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Parliaments, and the Wiſedom of the Nation, In few 
words; Such was the Awe, and the Power of the Fadii- 
on, and ſuch the Tyranny of That Seaſon , that there is : 
0 Perfect Memorial to be ExpeSied of Thoſe Times; and | 
whoever ſhould take upon him to Gather-#p, and pue 
together, the very Imperfedions, and Fragments of That 1 
Hijtory, would tind Work, enough for an Age; And Mat- \$ 
ter cnough, for the Bulk of the Book, of Martyrs, Sixteen i] 
times over ; Pelide the Squabbles that would ariſe upon 
the Varie Lediones, and the Impoſſibility of Reconciliug 48 
Several Dofors Opinions, for want of Authentique Pa- 'N 
pers, and Inſtruments, to proceed by. But though the 4 
Maddeſt Creature in Moor Fields, would not Venture | 
upon the Tracing of Particulars, thorough All the Twras, 
and Windings of that Diabolical Maze, or fo much as 
Think of Digeſting the Inconſytencies, and Confufions of 
1hat Story into any Pretence of Connexion, or Form: it 
may nevertherle(s very well ltand with the Reputation, 
as well as the Duty of a Sober Man, not to let the Whole 
Truth be Lot, tor want of here and there an Original 
Provided, that it may come (fo much as is on't) Pure, 
and Untainted to Poſterity, and Carry an Axthority in 
' the Face on're, not to be Control'd. 

Now as This Plot, partly in the Sham, partly in the . 
Operation of it; and Partly again, in the Occaſions Admi- ) 
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nijter'd by it, has turniſh'd Matter for a Courſe of Almoſt \ 
| Six Tears Papers, I cannot do better, then to Tack, the | A 
IDiiiv2zp, to the Uiflerions: Eſpecially, when the Oxe Is. . 
will be found ſo Needfull to the Expounding of the O- {Wo 
ther, and the Truth laid as Clear, and Certain, as if it (18 


had been Pointed-out by a Beam of the Sun, I Draw by” 
All my Water from the Fountain, And not One Drop that \ 8 
is not Neat, Natural, and Syncere; and that will. not a- "" 
bide the Utrermoſt Teſt, That is to ſay; I have, for TT - 
my Authorities , The Uotes of Several Paritaments ; x4 
Þzinted by Dzder 3 and PubliÞþ 4 with an Expreſs De- 
fign to Enform the World of the very Matters which I am 

now 
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(25) 
(a) Oxford De- now about to Jay open. (a) | Printing 
bates, Fol. 1. our Votes (fays one) will be for the Ho- 
nour of the King, and the Safety of the 
Nation. | (b) If our Adions be Naught, 
let the World Fudge of them, If they be 
Good, let them have their Virtue, &c. 


(b) Ibid. Fol. 2. 


(c) Ibid. Therefore, T am for Pzinting, &c. ] (c) The 
Popiſh Party Dread Nothing more then 
(d) Ibid. Printing what you do. | (d) This Prin- 


ting, &c. # like Plain Engliſhmen, who 
are not Aſham'd of what they do.) Now, over and a- 
bove the Main. Chance, in a Complyance with Autibozt- 
ty, and D2der ; I have likewiſe upon the Publiſhing of _ 
Theſe Papers, taken This Thought into my Care; That 
whereas, there are many People that would be Glad, 
and Willing enough to be Enform'd in this Intragues it 
it might be done without the Incumbrance of buying a 
Heavy Book tor the ſake of a Preface : Therefore, I have 
{o tar Confſulted the Readers Eaſe, as to Order the Prin- 
ting of it, apart, in a Leſs Volume, to the End, that 
it may ſerve to Both Purpoſes : But for Diſtindion lake, 
I ſhall give it a Title by it ſelf however, that People 
may not Confound that which is properly, Pzeface, with 
the Following Piſtozy, | 


A Brief 


(29) 


A Brief 


HISTORY 


Of the 


TIMES, 


FROM 
Dr. Otes'es taking his Degree at 


Salamanca, to the Bearing of his Teſtt- 
mony at a Carts-Arſe from Newgate 
to Tyburn. 


HE Dewi is never ſo Dangerous, as when 
he Preſents humſelt in the Shape of a» Az- 
gel of Light; and there's nothing fo Dza- 
bolical, as a Religious Wickedneſs : When a man 
Blaſphemes the Holy Ghoſt, by A. ifſing the Book ; 

and Defes, and Rewounces Ged, 1n the very At of 

Appealing to him. This was the Caſe, of the Wit- 

weſſes, and the Plot; which Plot, was, in Ettect, 

ſuch a fort of Miracle Imposd upon the People, 
as the Serpents that the Magiczans would have 


| Shamm'd upon Aaron: But Truth, in the End, 


Devour'd 
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(39) 
Dewvour d the Impoſiure. It was, in ſhort, a kind 
of Peryverſe Creation, Made, out of J2Nothing , 
and without any Pre-exi/tence of Matter to Work 
upon?” Only a Parliamentary Fiat, at lalt, brought 
it out of the 4by/ſe. 

[Reſolved, Nemine Contradicen- 


Commons Jour- . te, T, hat Upon the Evidence that has 


nal. Ot. 31 allready appear'd to This Houſe, This 
1687. I n 
a Plot Uoted. 4Zouſe 7s of Opinion, that there is, 
and hath been a DaninaMle. and 
Delliſh JIlot, Contr:ved and Carry d-o0n by Popiſh 
Reculants, for Aſlaſſinating aud Murtltiering 7he 
King, for Subverting the Government, and 
Rooting-out, and Deſtroying the Proteſtant Relt- 


7]. A 


This was no more then to ſay, That Ores, Bed: 


loe, and Tonge Made the Plot, and the Zouſe of 


Commons F6ound it; and they could not well do 


Leſs, at That Time of the Day, Conſidering the 
Poſitive Oaths of fo many Profligate Villains, and 
the Conſtitution of That Loyal Parliament, who 
thougit they could never Sufficiently Abominate, 
or Revenge themſelves on the Papiſts, for fo Vn- 
natural, and Ungratefull a Conſpiracy againſt their 
Prince, and ti1cir Religion. Beſide, that the Noiſe 
of Godfreys Murder ; the Ferreting of the Monks 
In the Savoy ; Langhorn, WWhitebread, Mico, Coles 
741, and the Lord knows how many more, to 
be Seizd; Papiſts Baniſhd, and Diſabled from 
Sitting in Parliament; the Raiſing of the Mili- 
tia, &c. This Hurry , put People out of their 
Wits; and Conſequently, there was no Place left 

-. for 
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for Fair Reaſoning 


(3x) 
in the Sober Way of a Cold, and 
Temperate Debate. ; 

Now he that ſhall Sturnble upon Theſe Papers 
Five Hundred Tear hence, and have a mind to be 
Peeping into the Z#:/tory of a Villany, (fo many 


 Ages-betore him) thall never need to Conſult the 


Records , either of Salamanca, or St. Omers, for 
the My/tery, the Deſign, or the {ſue of it; Nor 


to look any farther, then to the Two Firſt Parts 


of Theſe Obſervators, for his ample Satisfattion. 
And ſo without ſpending any more 7:ime, and Pa- 
per, upon Preliminaries, 1 ſhajl Haſten to what 
I am to ſay upon 7hzis Subject ; without laying 
any Streſs at all, upon the Authority of Hearſays, 
and Conjeitures;, without taking any thing upon 
Truſt, or Delivering any other Truths over to Po- 
fterity, then what I have receivd in Form, from 
the very Lips of the Oracle 7t ſelf. 


[7 Appoint John-a-Nokes, and 


_ According t®. Jyhn-a-Styles to Print Theſe Votes , 


py Peruſed and Sign'd by me, according 


to the Order of the Houſe of Commons, 
and that no other Perſon preſume to 
print them] ET CATERA. 
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The Hiſtory of the Plot. 


N Sepr. 167 2, Otes and Ton, Tonciher, mace 

a Compoſition of a Pamnable, [elliſh Story, 
chat they call'd zhe JIopiſh Plot. And, ſuch as 
it was, 1t was Sworn betore Sir E.B.G. and Pre- 


fented, with IWond'rous Fermalities of Zeal, and 


Caution, to his Late Majeſty Himſelf. There were 
Feſuits Letters, torſooth, to be Serz'd at the Prſt- 
Houſe, to Patch up the Credit ot a Broken Bus neſs. 
I have, at This Inſtant, the Orz7g/nals by me; Five 
in 4/7, an] at Leaft, 7Zhree of the Five, moſt 
@ndeniably the FHand-Viriting of Otes, and 7onge, 
Themſelves. Bricilyz the Shot was Manileiily 
Pointed at his Royal 17izhnefs, and thorough Him 
at the Airg, bis Brother ; and thorough his Late 
Majeſty, at Monarchy it felf, as will be made Clea- 
rer then the Day, 11 the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. 
Tie Fadion, that was Reſolv'd to make the Moſt 
nc, and to Emprove the Impoſture ; wrought ſuch 
Hlaweck, for a Month, or Six Weeks upon't, with 
Frightfull Stories, Continual Alarums; Freſh and 
Freth Difcoveries, and Enformations, that a great 
many Ve, Good, and Sever Men were Stariled 
at it : and tie Common People, as Metlow as Tiu- 
der, to take Fire at the lealt Spark. 
At the Openiaz of the Following Parliament, of 
October 21. 1678. His Majeſty had This Pal- 


{acc 1 his S peech, ET now intend to Acquarnt yer, 


( as I ſhall allways do with any thing. that Concerns 
me ) that I have been Fnfermed of a Defign againſt 


ny 


(33) 
my Perſo# by the Jeſuits; of which, IT ſhall forbear 
any Opinion, leſt 1 ſhould ſay too Much, or 100 Lit- 
tle; but I will keave the Matter to the Law.} The 
Commons tell preſently to work, upon the Plot- 
Papers; the Further and Further Enformations, 
of 7itus Otes; ( That Inexhauſtible Fountain of In- 
vention, and Slander.) Sir Edmundbury-Godfreys 
Matters ; Prieſt-Hunting, and Impeaching. And 
Then came on the Humour of Seizing Caudle- 
Cups, for Altar-Plate; Medals, and Guineys, for 
PepiſÞ-Trinkets; the Burning of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, 1n Ffigze; Playing the MHerry-Andrews, and 
Buffoons , in Prieſts- Habits ; Making Sport with 
Holy Orders, and Holy Things; till in the Con- 
cluſion, for fear of Popery, they ran-a-Muck (as 
they call it) at Chriſtzanzty zt ſelf, and bore down 
Every thing that ſtood in their Way, berwixt 7 his 
and ZHe//. There was no Place lelt for Moderat:- 
0.4, Sobriety, or Councel ; 7 ruth, Fuſtice, £Auma-= 
nity, Honour, and Good Nature, were All Popiſhly- 
Afﬀected, and never ſuch a Competition, betwixt 
Divine Providence, on the One hand, and the 
World, the Fleſh, and the Devil., on the Other ; 
for the Preſerving, or the Deſtroying. of a Nas 
tion. | 

The 77i/tory of the Interval, betwixt Otes es 
Damnatle Diſcovery , and (it the Conceit be not 
too Trivial ) the Diſcovery of Dawnable Otes, has 
been the Entertainment of all Peoples Zorgues, and 


Thoughts, and the Amazement of Chriſtendome, rio 


leſs then the ZZorrour of 47 Good Hen: To ice the 
Foundations of Three Kingdoms, Shaken with the 


C Breath 


( 34) 

Breath of Four or Five Proſtitute, Mean, and Stig- 
matiz'd Parlets: An Imperial Monarchy, well-nigh 
Sunk into a Common-Wealth, upon the Credit of 
Notorious Impeſtors, and Common Cheats : An Apo- 
/ ftolical Church, 1n danger to be Over-turn'd, in the 
Name of God, and for the fake of Religion, by the 
ſame Inſtruments : Fayls, and' Dungeons, fill'd with 
Men of Honour, Faith, and Integrity, upon the 
Teſtimony of Pilloryd Pick-Pockets, and of the Sink 
of Mankind: "The Heir Apparent to the Crows, 
in a fair way too, to be Difinherited, at the In- 
ſtance of Felons, and Renegades: Perjury, and 
Subornation, Triumphant; and Nothing lo Sacred, 
either in Zeavez, or upon Earth, as to be Secure 
from the Oztrazes of the Rabble. The Fadtion in 
ſhort, had got a-Head, and there was No Reſiſt ing 
the Torrent, Now the Fatt was Agreed upon at 
AY Fands; but as to the Riſe, the Occaſion, and 
the Danger of theſe Diſtempers ; People were Dz- 
vided; Some would have it to be a JIopiſh Plor 
upon the Aizgs 7 erſon, and Government, and the 
Proteſtant Religion: Others wouid have 1t to be a 
Republican P/o? againſt A/ Three, under Another 
Name, but with the ſelf Same Dejign; That 1s to 
iay , of Xilling the King; Changing the Govern- 
ament; Diſſolving the Church; and, rather then 
fail, their Eds to be Compaſs A by Fires, and Maſ- 
facres; as was Expreſly Ownd by divers of the 
Common-Wealth-Conſpirators that were brought to 
Juſtice, Some in 1606. andOtzhers in 1683. Cer- 
tain it 1s, that the Cover of the Foxr Fvangeliſts 
never had Fouter Lips laid tot, (the Merits of the 

ule 


(35) L 
Cauſe apart) then Thoſe of the Xings Witneſſes, 8 
upon This Occaſion: And it fell out too, huge 
Unlackily tor Their Purpoſe, that the People that Wt 

were to be Maſſacred, thould break out into ſo ma- \ 
ny Rebe/lions, for fear of having their 7hroats Cut ; WU 
while the People that they ſwore were to Cat their 
Throats, were either Coop'd-«p in Priſons, or Gibbe- 

ted up and down the Kingdom, like fo many Yermin 

in a Cony Warren, without making anyOne Attempt, 
either upon the Perſon of his Majeſty, or upon the 

Peace of his Dominions ; Nay, and (to give them 
their Due) without fo muciz as Muttering againſt 

the Government, under All This Rzigour. The Cauſe 

is now coming to an /ſue ; and the Articles of the 
Charge ( Mutatis Mutanais } the very £:11e on 

| Both fiddes; as Perjury, Subornation, Packing of 

F Witneſſes, and Juries; Only tor Pickering, reade 
Rumbold; tor Papiſt, reade True-Proteſtant; And 
ſo in like manner, where the Same Reaſon holds 

in Other Caſes. 

The 7 heme that I am now upon, is ſo Copiors ; 
It has ſo many Zucidents that Neceſſarily fall into | 
the S7ory ; the Matter 15 of ſoGreat a Conſequence 
to be Clear d, and there 1s {o Great a Yarzety of 
Previous , and Leading Circumſtances, in the Na- 
ture of Precognita, that require a Place in the 
Preamble to This Narrative; that the Prologue to | 
my Bus'neſs has been a great deal longer then I ;- "vB 
intended : But I thall now ZZaſtes to an /mpartial k 
Account upon the 7wo Plots zn Queſtion, #28 
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(36) 
S to the Proof, or Teſtimony of a 
Two Plots in JPopiſh Plot, we have the Cre- 
Queſtion, dit of Witneſſes Innumerable, ({uchas 


they are) both Engliſhand Iriſh - But 
the Foundation of the Wh:1- Fibrick, is Qtes'es 
Conſult at the TUhite-Hozſe in the Strand; And 
All the Reſt has been, but a Superfetatzon uport 
that Or:ginal, It has been Sworn to be a Plot; 
Judg'd to be a Plot; | know not how many 
Pricfts, Jeſuits, and Others have Dy'd4 tor't as a 
Plot: But, in fine, Such a Plot it was, as no bo- 
dy ever yet ſaw Any thing Of Zr, or any thing 
Like it , but with Ores'es ” yes ; which; 1n the 
Bus'neſs of Dou Fohn, Mr. Coleman , and Several 
Other Inſtances, have been tound not be Infallible. 
So that upon the Main, Oreses Plot 1s the Ground- 
Work of the Whole; And if That Fails, All Fails : 
which may nevertheleſs Be, and No front to the 
Believers of it: For an Oath may be Good in Law, 
and yet Carry a Man to the Dev// upon the Poirit 


of Conſcience, 


Simpſon 


(37): 


Simpſon Tonge proz-25s the Popiſh-Plor 
to be only a Coutrivance betwixt bis Fa- 
ther, and Titus Otes. 


> TOW. as to the Projeft common- 0: por. 

ly calld, Dteses Pr, it a 

man may Speak Truth , and Shame the Devil, it 
was not the Dodtors 4lone; but a kind of a Club 
betwixt Titus Otes, and Ezrel Tonge; as I have 
it under the Hand of Toung Tonge {Himſelf ; and 
upon Other very Good Authorities befide. As for 
the Purpoſe. 

[Tour Petitioner doth Proteſt, zy Tonge's Evi- 
the Preſence of Almighty God ; that ence: The 
it is very True, that the Plot was Shamavd. p. 26. 
Contrived by my Father, and Titus 
Otes, when he returned the Second Time beyond 
the Seas.] Subſcribed Simpſon Tonge ; The Pe- 
tition; to His Late Majeſty; and the Original, 
I have in My Own Hand: As likewiſe of theſe In- 
ſtances that follow. 

[Under the Pretence of a Popiſh 
Plot, (which my Father fir? Ima- ; 
gin'd was a-foot, and afterwards Otes at his Se- 
cond Return, Swore to be True) Their Main and 
Principal Defign was to Diftuberit his Royal High- 
neſs. The firſt Perſons that Manag'd the Plot, and 
were Privy to it, were my Father, Otes, &c.] This 
was Adareſs'd to my ſelf, Dated from the Kings- 
Bench, Jan. 5.1681.and Sign d Simpſon Tonze. And 
once again yet. C 3 When 


Ib. p. 35+ 
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(38) 


Ib. p. 39+ 49. When I came from the Univerſity, 

in the Tear 77. I found Otes with 
my Father, in a very poor Condition, who complai- 
ned he knew not what to do to get Bread; who went 
wider the Name of Ambroſe. My Father took him 
home, and gave him Cloaths, Lodging, and Dyet, 
ſaying he would put him into a way. 

And then he perſuaded him to get acquainted 4- 
mong the Papiſts; and when he had done ſo, then 
my Father told him, there had been many Plots 7 
England to bring in Popery, and if he would go 
over among the Jeſuits, aud Obſerve their ways, it 
was poſſible it might be One now; and if he could 
make it out, it would be his Preferment for ever. 
Eut however , if he could get their Names, and a 
little Acquaintance from the Papiſls, it would be 
an Eaſy matter to ſtir up the People to fear Popery.] 
And again, [My Father and He ( Dr. Otes) went 
and Lodg'd at Fox-Hall, at one Lamverts, a Bell- 
Founder, { which Fouſe was calld by the Neigh- 
bours the Plot-Houſe;) And there Otes's Narras 
tive was Written; whereof ſeveral Copies were 
Written , very Diflerert from the Other : and the 
Four Jeſuits Letters (wherein Oates pretended was 
z he whole Diſcovery ) were Counterteits, Sc.] 

To the Inflances above, I ſhall Add Oze More, 
for the Further Reputation of All the Reſt; which 
is, That when Ores'es Credit ran High, and the 
Fattion as Bold as Ever, upon May the 15.1682. 
I Publiſhd 7his Following Advertiſement : And it 
went down without either Check, or Contro#, 


y 


i 
i 


If any Man, Woman, or Child, " 
ld and Generous, as out = - 00 
of an Aﬀettion to the Proteſtant Re- ''L 
ligion, and the Vindication of Dr. Otes; to ca/ " 
$1mplon Tonge 70 a Legal Account, for Endea- 
vouring to Deſtroy the Credit of the ſaid Oocto?, 
and his Evidence, &4y Scandalous Retlexions upoy 
Both ; Roger L'Eſtrange does hereby offer Him- 
ſelf, out of a Zeal to the Publique Good, to Fur- 


»iſh Authentique Papers, aud Memorials, toward 
the Proſecution of the Work. 


He Whole Party were as Mute _ 
as Fiſhes, after This Publica. [2 F#:y Cot- ig 
, 770n; which they would never have was a Cheat. _ 
been, if they durſt have put the 
Reputation of Ctes'es Evidence to the Teſt. To 
ſay Nothing of the Congruity, betwixt the Method 
and the Drift of thezr Dpen Poceedings in the 
Cale, and the Scope of 7onge's Pivate Enfouna- 
tions 3 For the Father, and Otes, Acted the Same 
Parr velore the Commons, which Toung Tonge faid 
they cid betwixt Themſelves, and the Mortal Ma- 
lice of the Cabal, ſtruck at the Dute of Tork too, 1 
juſt according to the Report of His Papers. In- i 
ſomuch, that while His Royal Hizhneſs was Woun- j 
ded for the Pretended Sake of the Roman: Catho- 
liques; The Romaniſts Themſelves were likewle 
to be Sacrific d tor the fake of the Duke of Tork ; 
and Both tor the Common Intereſt of the Chanz: 
they Deſron'd. 


Gu After ; 


ee) || 

After this Preparatory to a General Underſtan- 
ding of the Caſe here under Con/tderatioen ; it will 
be Proper and Needful/, to for forth what ſuch a 
Plot Fs, betore I come to a Reſolution, that This 
Danitabl-, Þeitiſh, Jopiſh Thing of Dtes'es, 
was, :n Zruth. ſuch a Plot : That 15 to fay, a Plot 
upon. the Life of the King; The Frame of the 
Government, and the DeſtruFion of the Proteſtant 
Felizion. And to This End, Parliamentary 
Liotes, wil be as Good 1n Payment, I hope, as 
For-ai! Jzarrativesz and as Current 1n the 
CilinD: cation o' rhe Royal Family, as the Other 
were to the Oefaming of it. 


The Plot-Fattion Defren'd the Ruine of 
the Late Iſing; and to Compaſs it, 
by leaving him neither MONY, 
FO FER UNREDIT, no 
F111 E N IS. £1 


tans yr mmame neg . 


Hat's a Prince, I would fain know, with- 
\\ out | MONT;] without [ POWER; | 
without [CREDI7;] without [ FRIENDS? ] 
And what are "thoſe People that Endeavour to | 
Robo, and to Strip their Sovereign of All Theſe 
JNecefrary Sup»vots 2 Or what can any man 
ao re, toward the Execution of the Malice of 
the Pretended J29piſh Plot, then to enter into a 
Leaze, and to Joyn ina Conſpiracy, to AT Theſe 
ELecriavic Ends? If the Pojzect of doing - 

| | Tins, 


(41) 
This, may be call'd a Plot If to Labour the 
Doing of it, be, to be Jn a Plot; And it Thu was 
upon the Wheel, and Acually a Ooing, by Ores, 
and his Confederates, and Founded, upon His 
Counterfeit Plot too; And if I make All Thus 
Out, from Publique Ads, and Orders, as Credible 
as Records ; the Queſtion, a»d the Reputation 
of This Sham, « at an End for Ever. And ſo 
1 ſhall Proceed to the Four Heads above mentio- 
ved, in Courſe, as they lye. 


No Dony. 


S to the Matter of [MO N7;] How many 
Addreſſes were made by a Prevalent Ma- 
jority of the Houſe of Commons, for 


(a) [Reward zo the Dzſcoverers of (a) Nov. 19. 

Godtrey's Murder ?] (b) | Ftve — + 

Dunded Jound Reward fo Bed- 158. 

loe.] (c) [ Dangerſteld to be Par- (c)Nov.q-1680. 

dond, and Bewarded. !] And fo 

tor (d)) [ Turberville, Bourk, Samp- (4) Nov. 12. 

fon, Macknamarra, Fuſtace Com- "_— 

mins, &c. |] Beſide the Horrible 

Charge ot JIenſions, tor the Entertainment of 

Otes, 'Bedloe, Dugdale, and Forty more. But af- 

ter all theſe Expences ; not a Penny, to be either 

Supply'd, by Bill, or ſo much as Borrow'd upon 

Anticipations ; unleſs upon Terms Worſe then 

Death; as by Theſe following Votes will Appear. 

[ Reſolved, 7hat his Majeſty in 

his Laſt Meſſage; having Aſſured I 
| Thi 
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(42) 

This Houſe. of hu Readineſs to Concurr in all other 
Means, for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion; This ZHTouſe doth Declare, that untill a 
Bill be /zkewiſe paſſed, for Excluding the Duke of 
York, ths HZouſe cannot give any Supply ro his 
Majeſty, without Danger to his Majejt'e1 *.*-r Fon, 
Extreme Hazzard of the Ptdteſtant 1at''ttina 
and Unfaithfulneſs to Thoſe by whom This *1ouſe 
wv Intruſted. ] 

_ [ Reſolved , 7hat whoſoever ſhall 
hereafter Lend, or Cauſe *o &e Lent, 
by way of Advance, any MONI1, upon the Bran- 
ches of the Kings Revenue ariſing by Cuſtoms, 
Exciſe, or Hearth-Mony, {hall be Adjudged to 
Hinder the Sitting of Parliaments, and fhal be 


Reſponfible for the ſame in Parlzament. | 


Ibid [ Reſolved, 7hat whoſoever ſhall 
| Accept, or Buy any r# ally of Anticipa- 


' * 210m upon any Part of the Kings Revenue; or who- 
ſoever ſhall pay ſuch Tally hereafter to be Struck, 
ſhall be Adjudged to hinder the Sittings of Parlia- 


ments, and ſhall be Reſponſible therefore in Par- 
lament. ] | 
In the Addreſs of Decem. 21. 1680. The Com- 


ons Inſiſt upon the Excluding of the Duke of 


Tork, and an AQ of Aſſociation; Or otherwiſe 

ſee what Fo/ows. 

POPE =P wIOK [ Without theſe Things the Allyan- 

Dec. 21+ 1680. CES of England will not be Valuable, 
nor the People Encourag'd to Contric 
bute to your Maje/ties Service.] 


From 


Ge ti 
_ 


(43 ) 
From hence, it does abundantly Appear that 
his Late Majeſty was Driven upon Erpence, and 

Hinder d of Supplys, by All Arts, and Shifts Ima- ' H 

ginable : and the Readieſt way of finding to what 6: 

End All this was done, will be to look into the - 

Grounds, and Reaſons, of their /o 

doing. (a) The Lords ſent down 

a Vote to the Houſe of Commons, 

for their Concurrence, Declaring that 

their Lordſhips were fully Satisfy'd that there 
was a Zorrid, and a Treaſonable Plot Carry'd-on, 
by the Papifts in Ireland: Unto which Yore, the 

Commons Agreed with an Addition, in Manner 
' Following. 

This Houſe does Agree with the 
Lords in the faid Vote; with the 5p, s, neat 
Addition of Theſe Words; That the ? 
Duke of York, being a Papiſt, and the Expetta- 
tion of his Coming to the Crown, hath given the 
, | Greateſt Countenance and Encouragement there- 
to, ( the Iriſh Plot that is) as well as to the 


Þortid Popiſh Plot, i 7hs Xingdom of Eng- 


c 


(7 Com. Votes. 
al. 4. 1680. 


| land. if \ 

[ Reſolved, 7hat zt x the Opini- J!* 2 
. Com. Votes. $4 . 

3 07 of This Houſe , that there 15 M0 Jan. 9, 1680, [ [ 


Security or Safety fer the Proteſtant . 
Religion ; zhe King's Life, or the Well-Conſtituted | 
and Eſtabliſhed Government of This Kingdom , 
without Paſſing a Bill for Diſabling James Duke of 
York to Inherit the Imperial Crown of England, 
and Ireland, and the Dominions and Territories 
thereunto belonging ; and to Rely upan any other 
Mcans 


(44) 

Means ard Remedies, without ſuch a Bill, i5 nor 
oxy Inſufficient, Fut Dangerous. ] | 
Here's the Zorrid Popiſh Engliſh Plot made the | 

Ground, tor the Excluding of - Duke ; and kee- 
ping the #; ing ſhort of Mony; according to the [x- | 
tent of the Votes of Jan. 7. 1680. above-menti- © 
on'd. And That's made the Foundation likewiſe, | 
for the Refuſal, in the Addreſs before-Cited, in ® 
the very Sy//ables of the faid Addreſs. 
[ That your Majeſties Sacred Life Þ 


-_ KY pn ay 


Com. Votes. ws in Continual Danger, under the | 
Add. Dec. 21. 
1680, Proſpect of a Popith Succellior, i 


Evident, not only from the Princi- | 
ples of Thoſe Devoted to the Church of Rome, but | 
alſo from the Teſtimonies Gzven in the Proſecuti- 
on of the Horrid Popilh Plot, againſt Divers Tray- 
tors Attainted for Deſizning to put Thoſe Accurſed | 
Principles inio Prattice againſt your Majeſty. }] 

Tixre needs no Subtlety, of Qrirking, or Rea» | 4 
ſoning , upon this Cale, of [ MON7, ] the Spzre 
of it lying 1o Oper, that Every Common Eye ces 


- 2. I. I hoe ——_— 


thorough it ; and that the Terms the Repub- p 
lican Cabal Treated upon, in ſome of thoſe | _ 
Parliaments, were no other, then a 7ryal of Ski/, | _ 
to ſee if they could bring his Late Majeſty to a | ie 


Compoſition tor his Crown. For the 

NT onwofrion 72g Was to have 20 Mony, bur 
for his Crown. Upon Conditions of Diftnheriting his 
Brother ; ( and more yet, as I ſhall 

ſhew in Due Place) Contrary to all the Tyes of 
Conſcience, Gratitude, Fuſtice, and Poa alin, And 
All, for fear of [a Damnable Deilifh Os 
ot..; 


I" 


—* 


| Plot.) We ſhall ſee now how they Dealt with 
| his Majeſty likewiſe, in the Matter of [JPower,] 


; = HE Power of a Prixce, Exerts it ſelf in the 


f Means of an Ample Revenue, to Anſwer all 
* the Neceſities of the Crown; to Pay his Troups, 
; and to Reward Honourable Services: In the Pre- 
vileges of Sovereign Authority; the Love, and 
* the Reputation that he has in the Zearts of his 
Ta eople ; In the Arms of his Militia ; the Command 
| of his Subjefs ; and the Chearfull Obedience of his 
' Friends. They had allready Maim'd, and Diſa- 
bled his Late Sacred Majeſty, in the Firſt Great 
Point, of his Revenue, That which comes-on 
Next, is to ſee how they dealt with him 1n reſpe& 
| of his Þower, of Prerogatzve, in General, and as 
| to his Forces, both by Land, and by Sea, in Par- 
' ticular; and whether the whole Proceeding was 
not ſtill Grounded, upon the Damnable Bug-bear 
of the Popiſh Plot. How they us'd him, upon 
| the Matter of his Credit, and Friends, ſhall 
| Come-0nN in due Time. But to Proceed now, to 
an Enquiry how they bandled him upon the Sub- 
jet of his Prerogative. Firſt in the Caſe of the 
Earl of Danby. 


The 
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(46) 
The Kings Prerogative of Patdoning 


Queſtion d. 


Eſolved, That an Humble Ad. 


Journal. Mar. [ 


24. 1678» 
[ty, Repreſenting to his Majeſty the | 


Irregularity, and Illegality of the Pardon, menti- 


oned by his Majeſty to be Granted to the Earl of ( 
Danby. and the Dangerous Conſequence of Granting | 


| I 
” 


Pardons to Any Perſons that lie under an Impeach- 


meat of the Commons of England. ] 
Here's the Xs Power of Life 


No Power of Alle Death haken at the very Root ; 


Life and Death. and what's the Alnpardonable C rime | 


at laſt, but Ths among Others / 
[ That be is Popilhly-AiteRted, 


dre/s be made to Hlis Maje> | 


OP 74 _ 


Com. Ml, ; 
_ CO_ and hath T} rayterouſly Conceal a. af- 


ter he had. Notice of, the Late Hor- 
rid Plot, or Conſpiracy, Contrived by the Pupiſts 


againſt his Majeſties Perſon and Government , and 


bath Suppreſs d the Evidence, and Reproachfully 


Diſcountenanced the Kings Witneſſes in the Diſco- | 


very of it, in favour of Popery, Immediately ten- 
ding to the Deſtruttion of the Kings Sacred Per- 
ſon, and Subverſion of the Proteſtant Religion.) 
There happen'd no Evil under. the Sun in thoſe 
Days, but {a Late/Horrid Plot, or ſomewhat 
like it, had ſtilla Finger in the Pye: But from 
Pardoning in my Lord Danby's Caſe, they pro- 


ceeded atterward to a Bolder Step 1 in my Lord 
Stafs 


o | % 0 ; 
_—_.. 


4 
i” 
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fs 
$a, 
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(47) | 
Staffords; and to make a Moot-Poznt of it, whe- 
ther the Xing, by his Prerogative, could ſo much 
as Remit, any Part of the Sextence ; but Sir W. F. 
gave his Opinion upont, in Favoar of the Prero- 
gative, upon a very Weighty Reaſon. [This Houſe 
(fays he) lyeth not under any Obligation to Offer 
at any Oppoſition, nor concern themſelyes herein, 


Eſpecially at This Time, when ſuch a Diſpute may 


End, in Preventing of the Execution of the ſaid - 


Lord Statlord: And therefore I do 


humbly Ceinceive you may do well to Colletion of 


give your Conſent , that the ſaid Pevares, Dec. 
Writ be Executed according to its = paS4 ” 
Tenor.) 

The Short of the Bus'neſs was 
This; Sentence of Death was paſs d, Kyo mw 
S Scruple a- 
in Form, upon my Lord Stafford; your the Execu- 
and the Kings Writ to the Sheriffs, o_ "116 Lord 
Commanded only his Head to be pine” vp" <rIY 
Sever'd from his Body. Bethel and Tryal, Fol. 217. 
Corniſh, (the then Sheriffs of Lon- 
don and Middleſex) Apply'd themſelves by Peti- 
tion, to the Lords, to know whether they ſhould 
Obey the Writ, or Not: The Lords found the 
Scruples Unneceſſary, and Declar d [That the Kings 
Writ ouzht to be Obey d.] After this, to the Com- 
mons, Stating the Matter under Theſe Four Fol- 
lowing u@ries. (I ſpeak upon the Credit of the 


Collettion of Debates above-mention'd,) 


Ei r. Whe- 


(48) 


Bethel':Quzries. 7. / _ I 
Coll, oj - wiomy 1. Whether the XK ng , being ner 


Dec. 23. 1680, 7her Judge nor Party, can Order the 
Execution ? | 


2. Whether the Lords can award Execution > 

3- Whether the King can Diſpenſe with any part 
of the Execution? 

4. If the Ring can Diſpenſe with ſome part of 
the Execution, why not with All? | 


Upon the Debate, it was, in the 

Ibid. Concluſion, [ Refolved, That This 

' ZZouſe is [ CONTENT, } ( That 

is to fay; it does VOVCHSAFE, and with 

MUCH A-DO too) that the Sheriffs of Lon- 

don and Middleſex, do Execute William Late 

Viſcount Stafford, by S2vering his Head from his 
Body ouly. } 

7 he Story of theſe Inſolencies will never be 

Belicv'd in Aiter-Ages ; but however, we are up- 


Lord Stofford's 'on the Foot {till, of the (a) [Trap- 


Tryal. (a) fol. 4. tcrous, and Erecrable Conſpiracy | 


(b) fol. 5. for the (UL) Imprifoning, Depoling, 

and WYurdering his Sacred Majeſty, 

(c) fol. 6. and the (Cc) Raiſing and Diſpeſing of 

. Men, Monys, Arms, and other Things 

Neceſſary for their Wicked, and Trayterous De- 

frigns, and Namely, a Commiſſion for William Vit 
_ count Staſtord, to be PPaymaſter of the Army. 


' TEre's a Dreadfull Bus'neſs (as the Good Wo- 
man faid ) about this ſame Trayterousz 


aud Execrable Conſpiracy 3 Pray the Lord it n 
| | d 


A 


x 


came. Dan 
| 


4 
| 


(49) 
all True at Laſt; for the Government was Migh- 
tily off the Hinges about it; and the Fountain of 
Mercy, and Power, leem'd to be quite Dry d-up. an 
The Sheriffs were become the Peoples Oficers, .. 
and the Commons made Jadges ot the Validity of i 
the Xing s Writ, The. Style of Authority, was no 
longer [We Charge a»4 Command] but Re- 
(olv'D #9202 the Queſtion; ] and the Power of the 
Keys, dropt into St. Stephens Chapel. | 
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Parliamentary as we/ as Patdoning Power 
Encroch'd upon. 


ND that they might not ſeem Parzzal to One 
Prerogative more then Another, They 
ſtruck at the Xing's Power of Parliaments, as : : 1 TY 
well as of Pardons; and finding that an Ever- A 
laſting Parliament Agreed fo well with their Pre- | 
deceſſors, they had a Months-mind to make 7ryal 
| of the Same Experiment Themſelves too ; as may 
z be ſeen by the By, in their Parliamentary Ad- 
\| dreſſes, and Yotes, but moſt Expreſly, in the 


R Throng of Popular Addreſſes to his Majeſty, and | \| 
in the Libel of Yox Patriz ; where ſo many of \ 
s| the Members got themſelves Adadreſs'd to, in a [ 


kind of an Affoczation, to That very purpoſe. 
As for Example: In the Addreſs againſt Sir George 
Feffreys ; the Earl of Halifax ; and ſeveral Votes 
upon the ſame Occaſion. 

[We your Majefties moſt Duti- 
full, Sc. in hopes to bring the Po- 
puh Conſpirators to ſpeedy Fuſtice, 
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Commons Votes 
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(50) 


were atout to Petition to yeur Majeſty in an Flum- 
ble, Dutifull, and Legal Way, fer <p Sitting of 
Tha Parliament, G&c.)] And io again. 


Commons Votes "yp "— 
Nov. 25. 1680, the Manifold Dangers and Miſchiefs 


which have Leen Occafion'd to- This 
your Kingdom by the Diſſolution of the Laſt Parlia- 
ment, and by the Frequent Prorogations of This 
* Vf apy whereby the Papiſts have been Great- 


ty Fucouraged to Carry on their Helliſh, aud Dam- 


nable Con pir acies, Wc. | 
: [ Recloived, That Whoſoever Ads 
nm: omg viſed his Majeſty to Prorogue This 
Parliament, to Any Other purpoſe , 
then in Order to the P aſſing of a Bill for the Exclu- 


fion of James Duke ol York, # a Betrayer of the 


Hing; the Proteſtant Religion, and of the King- 
dom of England ; a Promoter of the French 1nte- 
reſt, and a ; Penſioner to France. | 

What is All This, but Overturning, and Over- 
turning? Confuſion, like Waves, tollowing One 
upon the Back of Another ; and the Cabal fo In- 
wag with Paſſion, in the Logick of This Laſt 

ate, that the very Deſpite of being Defeated, 
= them Forget their Ordinary Prudence : For 
the Concluſton 1s never to be Reconcil'd to the Pre- 
miſſes. All that can be faid tor 7h Worrying Yote, 
is, that they were then in their Laſt Agonzes ; for 
they were That Day Prorogud, from the afore- 
ſaid Toth of January, to the 2oth, in Order to a 
Diſſolution: And in AJ Miſchievous Creatures, 


the Convul/tons of Death are ever the Strongeſt - 
But 


[ We, &c. being deeply ſenſible of 


Pray, &c. That the ſaid Parliament 


ſes. ] 


(81) 
But for the Rolls of the Written Addreſſes of Thoſe 
Days, they are moſt of them Peremptrory, for Sit- 
ting "till they might be Efedtually Secur d, and 
That's One Main Condition too, of the Countrys 
Addreſſes to their Members; And the Addreſs of 
Sir Patience Ward, then Lord-Mayor, Sc. to his 
Majeſty Himſelf. 

[ Tour Petitzoners were Extremely yg, parix, c. 2. 
Saurpriz'd at the Late Prorogation , 
whereby the Proſecution of the Publique Juſtice of the 
Kinzdom; and the Making the Proviſions Neceſſary 
for the Preſervatirn of your Majeſty, and your Prote- 


ſtant Subjetts, bath received an Interruption, &C. 


They do therefore moſt Flumbly Ibid. fol. 4. 
may Sit from the Day to which they are Proroguetl, 
untill by their Councels, and Endeavours, Thoſe 
Good Remedies ſhall be Provided, and Thoſe Juſt 
Ends Attained; upon which, the Safety of your 
Majeſties Perſon; The Preſervation of the Prore- 


ſtant Religion; The Peace and Settlement of your 


Kingdems, and the Welfare of Thu your Ancient 
City, do ſo Abſolutely Depend} : 
What 15 This now, but the Counter part of the 


Bill tor Continuing the Parliament, that was PaſS'd 


In Forty One, and Chietly upon the very Same PF re- 
tences too? Viz, That Publique Grievances might 
be Redrefd, and Fuſtice done upon Delinquents, 
_ the Parliament thould be Diſſolvd: Or in 
ort; The King was [ Not to Pro- "I 

rogue, Adjourn, n Diſſcl Ny This Parlz- DET . 
ament, without Conſent of Both Hou: | 

D 2 And 


(52) 


And there's Another Parliamentary Point, yet 
to Come, 1n the Yote of Cinqualifying the Members, 
for the Receiving of any Beneficzal Office from the 
King. "Tis a kind of a Scandalous Incapacity, for a 
Subjett to fare the worle for his Maſter's Commiſi- 
ou; And too much in all Conſcience, for the Same 
Men to Tye-up the King's Hands from Any AQ 
of Grace, and Bounty, toward his Subjefts, that 
had before Ty d-up the Peoples Hands, from Sup- 
plying his Majeſty. The Vote was Thy, 

[Reſolved', 7hat no Member of 

_—_ Dec. 39% This Houſe ſhall Accept any Office, or 

; Place of Profit from the Crown with- 

out the Leave of This Houſe, nor any Promiſe of any 

ſach Office or Place of Profit during ſuch time as he 
ſhall continue a Member of This Houſe. ] 

An Eminent Member that Started 7hi Moron, 
made it his Obſervation upon the Long Parliament, 
{OR [That All Thoſe that had Penſions, 
Debates, p. 212. and moſt of Thoſe that had Offices, 

Voted All of a fide, as they were di- 
rected by ſome Great Oficer, &c.] It That Gen- 
tleman had taken as much No7zce, that the Zoaſe 
had but 7wo ſodes, and who 7:ted on the Other; he 
would have found a Noble Peer, to have Werigh'd 
againſt his Great Oficer, and the Matter to be no 
more then the O/d Diſcrimination over again, of 
[ing and Parliament.| It may be a Queſtion now, 
the Zexdency, and [ntent of This Touch duly Con- 


fiderd, whether they made the X7zg, or the Mem- | 


ber, in ſuch a Caſe, the Greater Delinquent ol 


the Zwo. 
And 


(53) 

And they were not Contented,' here, neither, 
without a Further Eſſay upon the Choice of his 
Majeſties Miniſters, and Officers of State, War, 
and Juſtice; After the Copy of the 01d Nineteen 
Propoſitions. 


TheKing not to Chuſe his own Officers,and Miniſters, 
N 0, (a) J udges but men 0 f Abi- The 19 Propoft- 


lity, Integrity, aud Known (2) You. 20 : 
Afﬀection to the IP2oteſtant Religi- 4r<6. Dec. 21. 
on: (And They Themſelves to be '*** 
Judges of the Judges) 7he:r Offi- 
ces, and Salaries, to hold, Quamdiu 
ſe bene geſlerint, Sc. (b) No Lord- (b) Ibid. 
I 1eutenants, but Perſons of Integri- 
ty, aud Known AﬀeCtion zo the Pyoteſtant Reli- 


gion, (the Religion of the Affoctato2s, that 1s ) 


No Deputy-Licutenants, and Juſtices of the Peace, - 


but fo Qualify'd; And moreover, Men of Abili= 
ty, Eſtates, and Intereſt i» thezr Country : (ur - 
der the Same Character itill) None to be Employ'd 
as Military Officers, or Officers in his Majeſites 


_ Fleet; but men of Known Experience, Courage, 
_ and AﬀeCtion to the PNoteſtant Religion. ] (Al), 


Parliament - Þ2oof, till, and of the Same 
Stamp.] To ſay nothing of the ZZabeas-Corpus 
B://; and other Encroachments upon the Preroga- 
tives of the Crown: for fear of being 700 700 Fe- 
diow. We'le ſee next, how they kenav'd them- 
ſelves in the Bus'neſs of rhe Militia, and the Ainzs 
Puards; over and above the Step they mace to 
D 3 l2aVe 


(54) 
have the Approbation of Al! Officers, Themſelves ; 
After the Bleſſed Example, \till, of Old Fozty 
One: Nay, and in the very Method too; Begin- 
ning with an Addreſs for Guards ; as follows. 


They offer at the Militia, and the Guards. 


Attempts upon [ Fereas the Safety and Pre- 
- Same gp i ſervation of your Majeſties 
24. 1678. Sacred Per ſon, is of ſo Great a Con- 


ſequence aud Concernment, to the Pro- 

teſtant Religion, and to All year Subjeds ; We do 
meſt humbly beſeects your Majeſty to Command the 
L'rd Chamberlain, and all Other the Officers of your 
Majeſtzes Heuſhold, to take a Strict Care that no 
Caknown, or Suſpicious Perſons may have Acceſs 
near your Majejties Perſon; and that your Majeſty 
wall likewije pl-aje to Command the Lord Mayor , 
and I teaten..ucy of London, to Appoint ſufficient 
Guards sf the Train-Bands, during Th Sefſion of 
Parliament; and likewiſe the Lords Lieutenants of 
Middleſex and Surry, to appoint the Like Guards 
of the Trained-Bands, zz Middlclex, Weſtminlier, 
Southwarl, azd ether Places Adjacent, as ſhall be 
thought Neceſſary. 
With Honour to That Loxg, Loyal Parliament ; 

ſo many of them as Believd the Witneſſes, had 
great Reaſon to Provide againſt Otes'es Black-Bills, 
and Mujtard-Balls: But They that ANEW the 
whole Story to be as Arrant a 7ale, as Tom Thumb ; 
Thote People, I fay, had Defigns, of Drawing the 
M:1:t:a over to 7 hemſelves, by Trepanning the 3 
tF1IUTHE 


Te" 
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(55) 
titude into the Execution of One Cheat, under the 
Dread, and Belief of Another: And there were 
Iii men enow got into That Body, to Leaven the 
Whole Lump: The City of London however, will 
be Wiſer, | hope, in the time 20 Come, atter the 
better Part of 200000 /. paid for Experience 
then to call for Double Guards agun, tor fear of 
Popery. Burt here tfollows Another Addreſs about 
the Mil:tia, that goes a little Farther, than the 

Former ; Tho' That would not do, Nezther. 

L [ May it pleaſe your Majeſty, 


We your Majeſties moſt durifull, gs Sages 
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and Loy al Subjedts, the Commens in 
OT A ſſembled, taking into Con/rderation the 

Eminent Dangers Ariſing to your Majeſty, and the 

Whole Kingdom, from Popiſh 192actices, a»d Con- 

ſpiracies; and C oncetving that Nothing can ſo well 

Reſiſt their Attempts, as ſome Parts of the Militia; 

( The Setled Legal Forces of This Kingaom : ) | 
{ They ſhould have fa1d By pour cave, Oentle- 

nien of the Guards |] 4ct4/y '» Arms, on whom 

your Majeſty may Rely, with the Greateſt C onfidence, 

and Security, [ 

We do therefore humbly Deſire your Majeſty ta / 
Command your Lieutenants, and Deputy-Lieute- | 
nants of the Several Counties of This Kingdom, to 
Grve Order to All their Trained-Bands zo be in a 
Readineſs, and Draw together one Third Part of 
the Reſpective Militia ; and to Continue them in a Bo- 
dy oy Fourteen Days; and after they are Dif- | 
miſsd, to Draw up another Part for the ſame 
Time, &c. 
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The Plot would not ZTake it ſeems, in Oze Par- 
lament , and fo they Try'd it again in the Next ; 
falling foul, particularly, upon the X7ings Guards, 
in the Firſt Place, and after That, they were All 
in Poſ?-haſt again, for the Raiſing of the Mil:tia, 
In theſe two Following Inſtances of Yote, and Ad- 
dreſs. 

[Reſolved, 7hat the Continuing 


Toma 4P- 1" of Any Standing Forces in 7hes 


| Nation, other then the Militia, 

Illegal, and a Great Grievance, and Vexation ro 
the People.] And then. 

| We your Majeſiies moſt Loyal, &c. 

+ 79K May 10 do moſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, 

that your Majeſty would be Graciouſly 


pleas d to give Order, that the Militia of London, 


Weſtminſter, Southwark, the Tower-Hamlets, 
and the Counties of Middleicx and Surry may Tmt- 


mediately 42 Raiſed, ox put zn a Poſture of De- 
tence, in ſuch Proportion, and for ſuch time, as 


your Majeſty ſhall think jit. 


In the Wipe upon the Guards, they had it in 
their Heads, directly, to Difarm the Xinz ; Nay, 
to Un-king him; (tor without the Power of the 
Swo2d, he hath No Power at a//;) and in fine, to 
Turn the Point of it, upon their Soverezgn : For 
the Militia, at the Rate that they had Zamper'd 
the Pcoples Minds, and Afﬀettions, would have 
been as Fz? for Another Edg-hill Expedition, a- 
gainſt Charles the Second, as ever it was for That, 
in the Time of Charles the Martyr. Of 


Prattices 


nated. as RR 


(57) n 
Pradttices upon his Late Majeſizes Credit, 


Fter theſe Attempts to make the Late King 
| A 1>o0, and Weak, by all ways of Drain- 
ing the Exchequer , without any Proſpect of Ref- 
ſource ; and by Uſurping upon his Prerogatives, as 
well Military, as Civil, they Attacqud him next, 
 4n his Credit: the Conſpirators of the Cabal En- | 4 
| Fdeavouring to Render kim as Cheap, and as Hate- - 
full,, That way , as they Propounded to all other ' 
Purpoſes, to make him Mz/ſerable. When I ſay ; 10 
Credit 3 1 do not mean the Credzt of a Merchant, Wh 
in Matter of Money; but the Credzt of a Prince, + 1.72 
upon the Point of Character, and Honour, There 
could not well be a Greater Libe/l, then their 
Printed Votes, beſide the Encouragements they 
gave, to Scurrilous Little Knaves, and Pamphlets ; 
Nor was it Poſſible, to Speak Worſe of a Prince, 
then Thoſe Papers made Every body Think, that 
Read, and Believd them. His Wiſdom, His Ju- 
ftice, His Truth, His Clemency, were, All, call'd 
in Queſtion; and Expos'd by Votes and Orders: As q; 
That One Inſtance of the Addreſs, Nov. 29. 1680. [ 
may ſerve for A/. The Qaze/tion was Popery; ; 
The Fears of it grounded upon the Plot3 the 
Queen, and the Dake of Tork involv'd 1n the Scax- 
dal of the Accuſation; and his Majeſty Flimſelf 
renderd, by more then Implication, 
a Favourer of That Plot, and a Con- A Libellous Ad- 
ſpirator againſt Zimſelf. But let the <6. 
Addreſs ſpeak in it's Own Words. 
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Their Oppoſers (the Papiſts) have 
found means to Diſyrace; and if they 
were Judges, Juſtices of the Peace, 
or other Magiſtrates, to have them turn'd out of 


Commiſſion. 


Votes Nov. 29. 
1680. P. 77. 


The Continuance, or Prorogation of 
Parliaments, has been Accommodated 70 
ſerve the Purpoſes of That Party. Money rais'd 
upon the People to Supply your Majeſties extraordi- 
nary Occaſtuns, was by the Prevalence of Popiſh 
Councels, Employ d to make War apon a Proteitant 
State. 


Thid. 


Tbid. 


When the Houſe of Commons were 
| Prepared to bring to a Legal Tryal the 
Principal Conltpirators i Thu Plot, That Parlia- 
ment was firſt Prorogud, and then Dilolv'd. 


_— rupted, and not ouly Promiſes of Re- 
ward, but of the Favour of your Maijcittes bro- 
ther, made the Motives ro their Compliance. 

Thid., Divers of the moſt Conſiderable of 
your Majeſties Proteſtant Subjects, have 
Crimes of the Higheſt Nature Forged againſt them; 
the Charge to be Supported by Subornation, and 
Perjury, that they may be Deſtroy d by Forms, of 
Law, and Juitice. 

We have lately upon Mature Delibe- 
ration, Propoſed One Remedy of Theſe 
Great Evils, without which, (in Our Judyzments ) 
All Others will prove Vain and Fruitleſs; And 
( like All Deceitfull Securities, agcinſt Certain wn 

gers 


Ibid. 


Wirnelles are Attempted to be Cor- 
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gers) will rather Expoſe your Majeſtzes Perſon to 
the Greateſt Hazzard, and the People , together 
with All that's Valuable to them, as Men or Chri- 
ftians, ro Utter Ruine, and Deſtruction. 1 
If after Atl This, the Private Sug- _ ' 1 
geſtions of the Subtle Accomplices of ; 
That Party, and Deſ1gns ſhould yet Prevail, &c. 
we ſhall have This Remaining Cemfort, that we have 
Free'd our ſelves from the Guilt of That Bloud aud 
Deſolation, whzch zs like to Enſue. þ 08 
What did Theſe People make of the Aug all _ 
this while, but the Patron of the Sworn Enemies 
of his Life, and Rel/:1g/on; and the Contriver of ' (: 
the Ruine of Himſelf, and of his: People? The 
Papiſts did AZ, it ſeeins; and made Zim to do ; 4 
All too, that They pleas d. Was it Trae, that They | ; 
did fo, or was it Falſe? It True; it mult be et- 
ther out of Facility, Confederacy, or (with Vene- 
ration to his Sacred Aſhes) it muſi be [nadver- $f 
tency, to the ZZigheſt Degree, and Such an 7nad- 
vertency, as Hazzarded his Crown, his Life, and 
f his Reputation, Ali in One : For the Adtion was ; 
p His Own, upon what Motzve foever he Did it. } 
3 | Was it the Papiſts that put-out the Fudges, and | 
d | Tuſtices 2 Was it the P apijts , that Continu d, or , 
of Prorogu'd Parliaments> Was it the Papiſts, that 
made the Proteſtant War> That Repriev'd the 
Plot ; and the Conſpirators 2 Was it the Papiſts, that 
Suborn d Witneſſes againſt Shaftsbury, and College 2 | 
( for That's their Meaning ) And was That the | 
Caie of Subornation that This Addreſs Strikes at? | 
Was it the Papi/ts , that Ruin'd AZ, lor uot _ 
ing 
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«ing to the Exclufion of the Duke 2 Was it the Papiſts, 


again, that they make Anſwerable for the Bloud, 
and Deſolation Threaten'd in This Addreſs, be- 


cauſe They Would not do the Things which o#- 
ly the King , Could do? How could Any man 
Believe Theſe Calumnzes, and, at the ſame time, 
keep his Thoughts of his Prince, within the Bounds 
of his Duty Or how could any man Disbelteve 
'£m, Without the 7?7termo/t Abhozrence of fo Dza- 
bolical a Prattice upon the ZZonour of their Sove- 


reign ? 
They ftript the Late King of his Friends 700, 
ND the Malice of the Conſpira- 


The. King's id 3 
Friends IM ei- | zors Was not Satisty'd Here 
ther Papiſts neither ; unleſs, after the Stripping 


Nd fart” his Majeſty of All Ozher Means of 

Supporting Himſelf, they Depriv'd 
him, of the Z/e, and Service of his Friends too ; 
which Friend's of his, may be Properly Divided, 
into Papiſts Convictz and Sulpeced, or Re- 
puted Papiſts. The Former were Viſible, and 
AKnowa; The Other, were a ſort of People of 
their Own Creation: For whoever was not for 
their Zurx, they could make ſuch a Papi/t of 
him at pleaſure. We ſhall ſee in Good Time, 
how it fard, both with the Oze, 'and with the 
Other ; while the Remaining Body of the Na- 
tion, was only a Party, of ſo many ©nzted, or 
Aſociated Proteſtants , that were Link'd in One 
Band of Confederacy, and Wag'd War, to the Ever- 


laſting 


(61) 
laſting Reputation of the Plot, under Otes'es Bax- 
mer. But to come to the Matter, [ ſhall begin 
with the Former Sort of them, and Carry Theſe 419 
Two Points Before me. Firſt, The Stow, and 1 
' Secondly, The ©20und of their Suferings ; And ? b'Þ 
bring the Whole into as Few Words as Poſlible, in | 
a Conſiſtence with Candor, Truth, and Tuſtice. 


t.: Apiſts or ſo Reputed, were to be 
ding with Pa- 'Þ Baniſhd; | BECAUSE] of the 
gy Bloudy , and Traiterous Deſigns of 
| Popiſh Recuſants. 41 
Nov. 8. 1678. To be taken into Cuſtody, and Diſ- j: -{ 00 
armd; Their Names Taken; Re- : 
wards given to the Diſcoverers of their Arms, 
[BECAUSE] of the Damnable and Helliſh Plot , | 
for the Deſtruittion of his Majeſties Perſon, QC. | 
Papiſts to be Diſabled from Sitting Il 
Nov. 16. 1678. 2u Either Houſe of Parliament, | BE- | 
CAUSE] of the Reſtleſs Confpira- | 

cies of Popiſh Reculants, againſ# his Majeſties 

Perſon, &Cc. 


— 
"* - 


No Popiſh Recuſants to have a Re- Wiz 
, Nov. 23-1678. ſidence in his Majeſties Palace, or Un 
Acceſs unto his Preſence .| B E- 
CAUSE] his Perſon is in Danger at This Time 
from Popiſh Conſpiracies. 
AU Popiſh Recuſants, or Tuſtly 3.1.2; HAS 

Dec. 3. 1678, Cuſpetted Papilts to be Apprehended, As... 

Diſarm'd, and Securd, [BECAUSE] Ko 3 
of the Pernicious Plots and Contrivances of Popi/h 


| Perſons. 
Reſol- 


LS) 
Reſolved, 7hat if any Popiſh Re- 
Dec. 9. 1678. *cuſant Convict ſhall Recerve any Come 
miſſion, he ſhall be Deemed a Felon, 
And ſhall be Purſued, Apprehended, and Execu- 
ted as ſuch. 
Popiſh Delinquents to be brought 
Nov. 16.1678. t0 ſpeedy Juſtice, [BECAUSE] of 
the Manifeſt Danger to his Majeſties 
Sacred Perſon, &c. from the Notorious Confpira- 
cies of Popiſh Prieſts, and Feſuites. 
Pickering to be Executed, and all 
Ap. 27.1679, FPapiſts or Reputed Papiſts to be Ba- 
niſhed Twenty Mile from London and 
Weſtminſter for Six Months; [BECAUSE] of the 
Horrid Contpiractes of Popiſh Recufants. _ 
©2022" London, and the Parts Adjacent, 
1579. © to be Freed trom Popiſh Inhabitants. 


Art this rate they Proceeded againſt Papi/ts Con- 
victt, in the Quality of Papiſts, and put That Part 
ot his Majeſties Friends out of Condition, of et- 
ther Serving their Maſter, or Helping Themſelves. 
Bur then tne Dz/tinttion of | Suſpected, ] or [Re- 
puted] Papz/ts, Swept the whole Remainder of 
t1em, to a Single Man: for One Wry Word, of 
Ores, or of hzs Works, was enough to bring any 
Mans name into the Black Ro}. Whoever Ad- 
her'd to the Duke of Tork ; Oppos'd the Exclufton, 
was Suppos d to Adviſe a Prorogation, or Diſſolu- 
tion ; Deny d the Plot ; Spoke Courſly of the Ev- 
dence ; and in fine, Whoever was not an A4ſſocza- 
tor, Or a Friend to That Intereſt, was Popiſhly 

Aﬀected, 


; (63) 
' Aﬀected. But before I proceed to That Part of 
- the Vzviſion of the Kings Friends, there are Cer- 
''. tain Qualifications of Papiſts and Popery, under 0- 
ther Circumſtances, that are to be taken in the way. 
An Addreſs to be Preſented to his 

Majeſty, that his Royal Highneſs may Bold Addrefles, 
- Withdraw himſelf Ho bis Majeſtizs __— 
' Perſon and Councel. 
| Reſolved, 7hat a Bil be brownht 

in to Diſable the Duke of York, to May 11. 1679. 

Inherit the Imperial Crown of This 

Realm.) And then tollows imme- Ibid. 

diaately, 7he Reſolve, Nemane Con- 

tradicente, of the Revenging Vote. In the Next 

Parliament, they were at the very fame Sport a- 

gain. 

Reſolved, Nemzne Contradicente, 

That the Duke of Yorks being a Pa. 1680. 

piſt, and the Flopes of his coming ſuch 

to the Crown, hath given the Greateſt Countenance 
- | and Encouragement to the Preſent Deſigns and Con- 
r. | ſpiracies againſt the Xing, and the Proteſtant Re- 
-- || /2gz0n. 
pf The Next Reſolve is the Revenging Vote, and 
of | after That, the Dz/ab/ing Bill, Theſe Three Suc- 
y | ce/ively. So that the Matter, and the Order of 
4- Þ it, were Evidently Fore-lazd, and the Caba/l in 
mn, || Both Parliaments agreed upon't before-hand : Nay, 
us I the Queer her felt was brought into the Conſpira- 
- cy; (to the Eternal Infamy of the Believers, as 
well as the Reporters of That Sacrilegious Scandal ) 
and an Addreſs Reſfolv'd upon, as tollows. 


————— a—_— IE. 
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ls [We Tour Majeſties moſ# Duty- 
ob 1h full, &c. having received Faforma. 
Journal No. 28. 720 by Several Witneſſes (Otes and 
1678. Bedloe ) of a moſt Deſperate, and 
Trayterous Deſign and Conſpiracy, 

againſt the Life of your Sacred Majeſty, wherein, 
to their Great Aſtoniſhment, the QUEEN is parti- 


cularly Charged, and Accuſed. In Diſcharge of 


our Allegeance, and out of our Afﬀedctions and Care 
for the Preſervation of your Majeſties Sacred Per- 
ſon, and Conſequently, of the whole Kingdom , do 


moſt Fumbly beſeech your Majeſty, that the Queen, 


and All her Family, and All Papiſts, and Repu- 
ted Papiſts, ec forthwith removed from your Maje- 


fties Court at Whitehall. ] And then tfollow'd a 
Reſolve of the Same Date, [ That an 
Ibid. Flumble Addreis be Preſented to his 


Majeſty, that All Papiſts, and Suſpefted } 


Papiſts, within the Several Counties of England 


and Wales, and Town of Berwick upon Tweed | 


may be Apprehended, and Secur'd.] 

This was a Ready way now, to have a Clear 
Stage to Themſelves: And the Wickedneſs of 
That Age Stopt at Nothing, when the Four Evan- 
geliſts came once to be made a Szale to the Bus'- 
neſs; and when Murder was Super-Added to the 
Hypocriſy, and Perjury of the Falſe Witneſſes, and 
their Confederate Patrons, and Abettors. I come 
now to the Addreſs that was made upon the Re- 
venging Vote. 


[WE 
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[VRE7JE do humbly Repreſent to "IT 
your Majeſty , that being Mics. ey 
Deeply Senfible, that the Greateſt 14. 1619. 
Fopes of Succeſs againſt our Religion 
in the Enemies thereof, the Papiſts, are Foun- 
ded in the Execrable Deſigns, which they have 
' Jaid againſt the Sacred Perſon and Life of your 
| Majeſty, which it is mot only our Duty, but our 
Intereſt, with the Greateſt Hazzards to Pres 
ſerve and Defend, we have Applyd our ſelves to 
the making ſuch Proviſions by Law, as may Defeat 
thoſe Popiſh Adverſaries, their Abettors and Ad- 
herents, &c. And while any ſuch Laws are in Pre- 
paration, and bringing to Perfettion, it is our Re- 
ſolution, and we do Declare, that in Defence of 
your Majeſties Perſon, and the Profeftant Rel;- 
| gion, we will Stand by your Majeſty with; our Lives 
| and Fortunes, and ſhall be ready to Revenge any 
1 | Yrolence Offered by them, to your Sacred Maje- 


ſtyl 


If It is to be noted, that the Yote was Soften'd, 
/- | in this Addreſs: For as it was Worded, at firſt, 
- | Whoever had Xil'd the King, the Papi/ts ſhould 
have Gone to Pot for't, which Hint did as good as 
ſay ; Get but over This Fobb, my Maſters, and y ave 
done your Bus neſs. But the Conſpirators tound a 
& | way however, to Supply That Reſtridtive Dz- 
Stinftion, by Murdering him Themſelves, and gi- 
ving 1t out thar the Papz/ts had done it; accor- 
ding to the Evidence of the Republican Conſpiracy ; 
E | which 
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which ſays it was ſo Determin'd, if 
walcot's Tryal, the Rye ZZouſe Project had Succeeded. 
Fol. 9. [ The Confpirators were to go to ſe- 
veral Perſons, and Ask them, Sup- 
pojing that the Papiſts ſhould Riſe , or that there 
ſhould be a General Infurre&ion, or a French In- 
vaſion, Are you 1n a Poſture of Detence? ] This 
was the very Practice, and the /mpoſture, in the 
Caſe of the Militia; the Donble-Guards , and the 
Rout they made among the os jr But Feeling, 
a little Lower in the ſame 7 ryal, puts it into ſome- 
what Plainer Engliſh. [Theſe Men 
Ibid. (ſays he) were to be in a readineſs, 
and it was Deſignd that the T, bing 
ſhould be laid upon the Papiſts, as a Bzanch of the 
Popiſh-JIotit] Which may ſerve tor an Excel- 

lent Comment: upon the Preſent Texr. 
Upon the 15th of Dec. 1680. There was no 
_ way with 'em, but immediately to 
Vo. Dec. 18. [ Baniſh All the Conſiderable Pa- 
1680, piſts zz England oat of the Kings Do- 
minions: ] And it 1s to be Suppos'd, 
that they would not have Forgotten his Royal 
Highneſs in the Number ; Eſpecially, Conſidering 
how Mindfu// they were of him in Other Caſes. In- 
ſomuch that there was hardly any thing done, by 
the Conſpirators that had Worm'd themielves 1rto 
the #Zorſe, but for Countenance-ſake, and to While 


away Time, that had not the Raine of tic Duke, 


and conſequently, of his Royal Brother, 1n the 


Bottom of it; and they were 1o Zager upon t, tizat 


all they could do without it, was to no purpoſe. 


[RE 


& 67) 
[ Reſolved, Nemine Contradi- 


cente, that ſo long as the Papiſts P15. 1620. 
have any Hopes of the Duke of Yorks 


Succeeding the King in the Kingdoms of England, 


and Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto Belon- 
ging; The Kings Perſon , the Proteſtant Religion, 
and the Lives, Liberties, and Properties of al 
his Majeſties Proteſtant Subjetts are in Apparent 
Danger of being Deſtroy d.) And then follows 4- 
nother Reſolve, upon the Neceſſity of ſuch a Bi{. 


Excluding and Proroguing, Two Great Points. 


HE Refuſal of This Bill, and the Laſt Re- 

| fage (that the King had left him) of Pro- 
roguing Parliaments, were Two Terrible Rubbs 1n 
their way: For, with the ZZelp of the One, they 
could have done the Bus'nefs of the Roman Catho- 
liques, at pleaſure, and made as many Reputed, 
and Sulpected Papiſts of the Reſ? of his Majeſties 
Subjetts, as they tound 4verſe to the Popular De- 
fign. And Then, under the Countenance of a $it- 
ting Parliament they had a Thouſand Tricks and 
Devices, by their Printed Yotes, Papers, and 1v- 
te/ligences, to make their Principals Fall {owp, and 
Worſhip them, as the hae, of the Proteſtant 
Religion ; the Heroes, and Patriots of the Commor 
Cauſe, and the Saviours of the Nation. But the 
Cunning Snapps of the Fadtion, finding that the 
King would not let go his Power of Caling.them, 
and ſending *em away again as he pleas'd; and that 
Prorogations and Diſſolutions were but as SOPey, 

E 2 an 
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and Execution, to them; They had the Wit to 
make a Proviſion of Par/zamentary Guard's for the 
Oxford Meeting, under Colour of Securing the 
Proteſtant Members from having their 7hroats Cut 
there by the Papiſts: And it is more then Proba- 
ble, that if his Majeſty had not very pradently, 
taken Two Steps at a Time, and Diſſoly/d them 
upon the very Spor, and 7»{tant, without the 4»- 
tecedent Ceremony of Proroguing them, they 
would have found, (under the Colour of a ZZouſe 
of Commons yet in Being) Another Game to Play. 
There had been a Heavy Cry made upon all their 
Former Diſappointments; 1n Pamphlets, Papers, 


Diſcourſes, Addreſſes, upon Surprizing Proroga- 


?zons; Popiſh and Amazing Prorogations, QC. 
which humour they did Notably ſer forth in an 
Addreſs to his Majeſty of No. 11. 1680. 


; N relation to the Tryalls of the 
Cat obrngh, Five Lords /mpeached in £ arlia- 
eng ment for the Execrable Popith Plot; 
apply ” we Foo ſo far rene, , as we 

doubt not but in a ſhort time we ſhall 
be ready for the ſame. 

But we Cannot ( without being Vufaithfull to your 
Majeſty, and to our Country by whom we are Intruſt- 
ed) Omit upon This Occaſion hambly to Enform your 
Majeſty, that our Dificulttes, even as to theſe Try- 
alls, are much Increaſed, by the Evil, and Deſtruc- 
tive Councels of - thoſe Perſons who Advifed your 
Majeſty, firſt, to the Prorogation., and then to the 
Diflolution of the Laſt Parliament, at a time o_ 

Fe 
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the Commons had taken great pains about, and 
were Prepar'd for thoſe Tryalls. And by the like 
Pernicious Councells of thoſe who Adwviſed the Ma- 
ny and Long Prorogations of the Preſent Par- 
' Jiament, before the ſame was permitted to Sit, 
' whereby, ſome of the Evidence which was prepared 
in the Laſt Parliament , may poſſibly , ( during ſo 
long an Interval) be Forgotten or Loſt, aud ſome 
Perſons who might probably have Come-in as Wit- 
neſles, are either Dead, have been Taken-off, or 
may have been Diſcourag d from giving their Evi- 
dence. 
But of One Miſchievous Conſequence of thoſe Dan- 
gerous, and Unhappy Councells, we are Certain- 
ly, and Sadly Senſible; Namely, that the Teſti- 


mony of a | Yaterial WUitnels,] again/e every of 
Thoſe Five Lords ( and who could probably have 


Diſcover d, and brought-in much Other Evidence 
about the Plot in General, aud Thoſe Lords 7» 
Particular) cannot now be given, Viva Voce, for- 
aſmuch as That Witneſs is Unfortunately Dead, &e- 
tween the Calling and the Sitting of this Parliament. 

To prevent the Like, pr Greater Inconvenience 
for the Future , we make it our moſt Humble Re- 
queſt to your Excellent Majeſty, that as you tender 


your Loyal Subjedats; and Preſervation of the rue 
Proteſtant Religion ; you wil! not ſuffer your ſelf to 
be prevail'd upon by the Like Councel] to do any 
Thing which may Occaſion, in Conſequence, ( though 
we are Aſſured never with your Majeſties Intention) 
either the Deferring of a Full and Perfect Dijcove- 
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the Safety of your Royal Perſon; The —_— of 
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| f ry, and Examination of This moſt Wicked aud De- 
I} teſtable Plot, or the Preventing the Conſpirators 
therein, from being brought to ſpeedy and Exem- 
Plary Juſtice and Puniſhment ; and we humbly be- 
ſeech your Majeſty to reft Aſſured, ( Notwithſtan- 
ding any Suggeſtions which may be wade, by Per- 
ſons who for their Own Wicked Purpoſes Contrive to 
Create a Diſtruſt in your Majeſty of your People ) 
that Nothing is more in the Defires, and ſhall be 
more the Endeavours of us your faithfull and Loyal 
Commons, then the Py)omoting, and Advancing 


a# your Majeſties True Happineſs, and Oteat- 
nets. 


C C 24 
5 -_ -. 


Notes upoh the OW to G&ſerve a little upon 


Addreſs. 


Addreſs; the Old Vein, I perceive, 
of Popery, and Calamity, Conſpiracy, and De- 
ftruttion runs quite thorough it: And what Mt- 
ſery ſoever, has either Threatn d or Befalln the 
King , the Government, the Church, or the Peo- 
ple, is A-Chargd upon the ſcore of Thu Al- 
mighty Plot, as the Fix/t Cauſe, and Mover of it. 
And (which was the ſpite on't) no Averting of 
Thoſe Impending Miſeries, but by the Kings Par- 
ting with his ZZonour, his Crown, Natural Afﬀetti- 
09, Humanity, Gratitude, In ſhort, His Miniſters, 
His Friends, His Prerogative, Reaſyn , and Ju- 
flice. *Tis Urg'd, that the Councels were Evil and 
Deſtructive, that Mov'd his Majeſty to a Proroga- 
2101, and Then, to a Diſſolution of the Poregoing 
Farliament, How could it be Pvil, and Deſtruc- 


tive , 
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tive, in the Adviſing, and not fo, in tke Dozyg too? 
Or what matters it, whether it be done UWiithout 
Advice, or (Uith it ;- ſo long as the Venom of This 
Addreſs Wounds the Xing, Equally , under the 
Cover of his Miniſters. The Want of That 44- 
vice, and Reſolution, in the Parliament of One and 
Forty, Colt the Royal Father his Life; and the 
Son, Probably, upon ſuch a Conceſſion, would not 
haye come-olt much Cheaper: Unleſs it ſhall be 
Imagin'd, that he might have found Better Quar- 
ter 1n the Houſe, then in the Field, from the we- 
ry ſame Perſons that were Now in Counce//, and 
Afterwards in Arms againſt him. It 1s pretended, 
that the Commons were ready for the Tryal of the 
Five Lords, at the Diſſolution of the Laſt Parlia- 
ment: Now This was only Bubbling the Multi- 
tude; tor the Commons Themſelves would not Tield 
to't, unleſs the Earl of Danby might be 7ry'd Fir/t. 
But to ſay All in a word; The Xing was Undone 
it he did Not Prorogue, and the Republicans, if 
he Otd, As to the Poſſibility of more Witneſſes 
Coming in, 1t cannot be Deny d, that, according 
to the way of Summons that was then in Faſhion, 
the Common Jayles, ( nay Newgate it Self, in the 
Caſe of Prance) were Conſulted tor Evidence: aid 
they could not well fail of as many Vztneſfes, as 
cither Malice, Fadtion, Countenance, or Reward, 
could Prevail upon to Forſwear themictves; But 
a | Yaterial Evidence, ] ic ſeems, was lolt by. 
(Bedloe they mean. ) - A Fceilow known for a 
Blaſphemous, Atheiſtical Wretch; AThicf, aCheat; 
and 1n fine, a Scandal to the very Alms-Baiket. 
E 4 V\ rat 


Lys |) 
What a Diſmal, [ UNFORTUNATE] Loſs was 


This now, of /o [ Materfal ] a» Evzdence, (in 
Good Time) upon the Plot in General ! ( which 


Daterial Evidence in the True tent of it, is no. 


Other, then a Rogue that would Swear any thing :) 
But agaznſt the Five Lords, they ſay, in Particu- 
lar ; And if there had been Frve titmes Fifteen 
Flundred more of them, he ſhould have Sworn a- 
gainlt 'em AJ at the Same Price. I can hardly 
look back upon the Parting Complement, without 
Thinking of the Addreſſes and Declarations of 
One and Forty, for the making of Charles the Firſt, 
a Glonous King; they are fo Very, Yery Alike. 
But io much tor the Bus'nels of Prerogative. And 
now, for the Other Great Point 4 the Matter of 


Excluſion, let the Bill Speak for it ſelf. *T1s Long ; 


But it Carries the Heart in the Face on't; and 'tis 
Fity but Pofterity ſhould have it Entire. 


The Bill amended as the Houſe had or- 
der'd, was read, Intituled, Ar Ad for 


= - 


ſecuring of the Proteſtant Religion , by 
difablins James Duke of York to Inhe- 
rit the [mperial Crown of England and 
Ircland, and the Dominions and Terri- 
tories thereunto belonging. 


HERE AS James Duke of 

York i notoriouſly known 
to have been perverted from the Pro- 
teſtant 


The B1j! of Ex- 
cluſion. 
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teſtant to the Popiſh Religion; whereby not only 
great Encouragement hath been grven to the Popith 
Party to enter into, and carry on moſt Deviliſh and 
Horrid Plots and Conſpiracies for the Deſtruttion 
of hu Majeſties Sacred Perſon and Government, and 
for the Extirpation of the True Proteſtant Religi- 
ou: But alſo if the ſaid Duke ſhould ſucceed to the 
Imperial Crown of thu Realm, nothing is more ma- 
nifeſt then that a Total Change of Religion within 
theſe Kingdoms would enſue. For the prevention 
whereof , Be it Enacted by the King s moſt Excel- 
lent Majeſty, by, and with the Advice and Conſent 
of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and the Com- 
mons in preſent Parliament Aſſembled, and by 
the Authority of the ſame, that the ſaid James 
Duke of York ſhall be, and is by the Authority of 
this preſent Parliament Excluded, and made for 
ever uncapable to Inherit, Poſſeſs, or Enjoy the Im- 
perial Crown of this Realm, and of the Kingdoms of 
Ireland, -aud the Dominions and Territories to 
them, or either of them belonging, or to have, 
exerciſe, or enjoy any Dominion, Power, Furiſdic- 
tion or Authority in the ſame Kingdoms, Domini- 
ons or any of them. And be it further EnaCted by 
the Autbority aforeſaid, That if the ſaid James 
Duke of York ſhall at any time hereafter, Challenge, 
Claim, or attempt to poſſeſs, or enjoy, or ſhall take 
upon him to uſe or exerciſe any Dominion, Power, 
or Authority, or Juriſdiction within the ſaid King- 


doms, or Dominions, or any of them, as King or chie 


Magiſtrate of the ſame ; That then he the ſaid 


James Duke of York, for every ſuch offence ſhall be 


deemed 


(74) 
deemed and adjudged guilty of High Treaſon; and 


ſhall ſuffer the Pains, Penalties, and Forfei- 


tures, as in caſe of High Treaſon: And further, 
that if any Perſon or Perſons whatſoever ſhall aſſiſt, 
or maintain, abet, or willingly adhere unto the ſaid 
James Duke of York, in ſuch challenge, claim or 
attempt ; or ſhall of themſelves attempt, or endea- 
wour to put or bring the ſaid James Duke of York 
into the Poſſeſſion, or Exerciſe of any Regal Power, 
Furiſdittion or Authority within the Kingdoms and 
Dominions aforeſaid; or ſhall by Writing or Prea- 
ching adviſedly publiſh, maintain or declare, That 
he hath any Right, Title, or Authority to the Office 
of King or Chief Magiſtrate of the Kingdoms and Do- 
minions aforeſaid, That then every ſuch Perſon ſhall 
be deemed and adjudged guilty of High Treaſon ; 
and that he ſuffer and undergo the pains, penalties 
and forfeitures aforeſaid. 

And be it further Enacted, &4y the Authority a- 


foreſaid, that he the ſaid James Duke of York ſhall 


wot at any time, from, and after the 5th. of No- 
vember 1680. return or come into, or within any 
of the Kingdoms or Dominions aforeſaid ; And then 
he the ſaid James Duke of York ſha} be deemed 
and adjudged guilty of High Treaſon: and ſhall 


ſuffer the pains, penalties, and forfeitures as in 


caſe of High Treaſon; and further, that if any 
Perſon or Perſons whatſoever ſhall be aiding or aſſi- 


fting unto ſuch return of the ſaid James Duke of 


York, that then every ſuch perſon ſhall be deemed 

and adjudged guilty of High Treaſon ; and ſuffer 

as in caſes of High Treaſon. ; 
- An 
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And be it further EnaGted, by the Authority 4- 
foreſaid, That he the ſaid James Duke of York, or 
any other Perſon being Guilty of any of the Treaſons 
aforeſaid, ſhall not be capable of, or receive benefit 


wherein they ſhall be particularly named ; and that 
no Noli proſequi, or Order for ſtay of Proceedings 
ſhall be received or allowed in, or upon any Inditt- 
ment for any of the offences mentioned in this AG. 

And be it further Ena&ted and declared ; and 7zt i 
hereby Enatted and Declared, that it ſhall, and may 
be Lawfull to, and for any Magiſtrates, Officers, or 0- 
ther Subjetts whatſoever of theſe Kingdoms and Do- 
minions aforeſaid ; and they are hereby enjoyned and 
required to apprehend and ſecure the* ſaid James 
Duke of York, and every other perſon offending in 
any of the premiſſes, and with him or them in caſe 
of reſiſtance to fight ; and him or them by force to 
ſubdue : For all which attions, and for ſo doing , 
they are, and ſhall be by virtue of this Act ſaved 
harmleſs and indemnified. 

Provided, and zt is hereby declared, that nothing 
in this Af contained, ſhall be conſtrued, deemed, 
or adjudged to diſenable any other Perſon from In- 
heriting and Enjoying the Imperial Crown of the 
; i Realms and Dominions aforeſaid; other than the 

ſaid James Duke of York) But that in caſe the ſaid 
James Duke of York ſhould ſurvive his now Majeſty, 

' WW and the Heirs of his Majeſties Body ; The ſaid Im- 
1 perial Crown ſhall deſcend to, and be enjoyed by ſuch 
perſon or perſons ſucceſſorily during the Life of the 

| ſaid James Duke of York as ſhould have inherited 


by any Pardon, otherwiſe than by Att of Parliament 


and 
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and enjoyed the ſame in caſe the ſaid James Duke of 
York were naturally Dead, any thing contained in 


this Ad to the contrary notwithſtanding. 
Afd be it further Enacted, by the Authority a- 


foreſaid, that during the life of the ſaid James Duke 


of York, This Act ſhall be given wn charge at every 
Aſſizes and General Seſſions of the Peace within the 
Kingdoms, Dominions and Territories aforeſaid, and 
alſo ſhall be openly read in every Cathedral Church, 
and Pariſh Church, and Chappels within the afore- 


faid Kingdoms, Dominions and Territories, by the 
ſeveral Reſpettive Parſons, Vicars, Curates and 


Readers thereof, who are hereby required immedi- 
ately after Service in the Fore-noon to reade the 


fame twice 7n every year, that u to ſay, on the 25th 


of December, and upon Eaſter-day, during the Life 
of the ſaid James Duke of Y ork. 


The Faction were in 2 Fair way, by This time, 
to rid their Hands of the Xing's Roman Catho- 
lique Frierds ; and they were not without their 
Ys da nies! of Expedients, and {nventions, to get 
RepuredPapifts. | hut of Repute, as well as of JI20- 

feſs'd Papi/ts; For there needed but 

an Impeachment, an Addreſs, a Suppoſition, or an 
Op3nion, to the doing of the Whole Work. The Po- 
SE LYN piſh Deſign, they ſay, was [4ſiſted 
1680. P. 75. ” bytheT, reachery of Perfidious Jo- 
teſtants. ] Now Thoſe Perfidzow 

Proteſtants made Excellent Reputed Papi/ts. [Re: 
puted,] and [| Suſpected t ] By Whom? It by 
Themſelves; the Devil's in People, it They do not 
| Wis 


—————_ AIC 


(77) 
Win Al! they Play for, when they have the Shuf- 
fling, and the Packing of their own Cards, and 
Keep-in, or Put-out as they Themſelves pleaſe. 

[ Reſolved, That All Perſons who Y 2 
Advis'd his Majeſty in his Laſt Meſs og” 1 
ſage to This Houſe to Tnfiſt upon an 
Opinion againſt the Bill for Excluding the Duke of 
York, have given Pernicious Advice to his Majeſty, 
and are Promoters of Popery, and Enemies to the 
King and Kingdom. |] 
 [Refſolved, 7hat zt & the Opini- jg. 
on of This Houſe, that George Earl 
of Hallifax, Henry Marquis of Worceſter, and 
Henry Earl of Clarendon, are Perſons who Adviſed 
his Majeſty, ut Supra; and that they have therein 
g7ven Pernicious Councell to his Majeſty, are Pro- 
moters of Popery, and Enemies to the King, and 
Kingdom. ] And therefore they Addreſs d tor the 
Removing of them : And when their Hands were 
In; Laurence Hyde, Eſq; and Lewis Earl of Fe- 
verſham were to be Removd from All Ofeces, and 
trom his Majeſties Preſence for Ever, and an Ana- 
thema Paſs'd upon the Adviſers of a Prorogatzon, 
unleſs upon a Condition of Excluding the Dake. 


Have Choſen, rather, upon This Tie Waning 
of Evil Toun- 
whole Matter, to Hazzard an Er- tc1102s, 
ror on the Right Hand, then on the 
Left ; and to venture being Over-large in my Aur 
thorities, and Proofs, rather than fall Short. SO 
that here is Evidence, mere-then Enough, of the 


Szares that were laid for All men of Integrity, and 
HTonour. 
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Honour, and the Advantages that th* FaF7on in- 
tended to make of the Zeal, the Paſhons, and the 
Credulity of the Common People. If This Pernict- 
ous Advice, in the Caſe of the Earl of Szraford, 
and Arch-Bifſhop Laud, had been given to Charles 
the firſt; which the Yotes Impute to Theſe Ho- 
nourable Perſons, in the Caſe of the Duke of Tork, 
it had, moſt undoubtedly, Sav'd Xing, Church, 
and People, (if his Majeſty had thought fit to fo!l- 
{ow it) which were All loſt for want of Prorogaing, 
Diſſelving, and Aſſerting the Privileges of the 
Crown, in That Turbulent Funiture. Inſolent De: 
mands, Erpoſtulattons, and JNopoſitions, arc 
the Certain Prologue to Inſolent Aftionst But his 
Majeſty Himſelf, was too Good to Suſpett; and 
where ever he Truſted any of the Party , he wa: 
VBetray'd. Briefly, the Caſe of the Two Laſt Kings 
were but too much Alike : Only the Latter, when 
he had Parted with as much as 'twas poſſible tor 
him to Spare, and Save the Re/*, he eld His 
Dand : Whereas his Vxhappy Father, gave Oz, 
and Oz, *till he left himſelf at Mercy. The Thing 
that made the Great Nozſe, was the Bill of Ex- 
clufion ; but [4 King or No King, ] was the Truth 
of the Matter in ſue. Ti:xy were of [| OP7NZ- 
ON, ] that theſe noble Perions did io or fo, and 
upon That Bare Dpinton, let fly at the XHing's Mi- 
niſters, Efte&tually, by Whole-Sale ; without any 
reſpect to the Meaſures of 'Rel/igzon, Order, Rea- 


ſen, or State, How many Cart-Loar's of Fears, 


and Jealouſres have we had, leſt the Xing ſhould 
Abuſe his Power ! And how many Caſui/tical Whim- 
ſeys 


nate: -_—_ 
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ſeys of Self-Preſervation, in caſe he does: But here 
was no Rzght, no Colour, to the Pretence, of ſo 
much as bringing That Queſtion upon the Carpet : 
And the Counce// that they Brand for ſo Pernict- | 
' ous, was, undoubtedly, the moſt Seaſonable, and $ 
Saving Advice, upon That Crifis, that could be £ 
Given. But to go forward ; It they may Exclude 1 
the Zeir Apparent, for Religzon, Why not the Ring 7 
Þtmſelf too? The Parzty of Excluding the Dake, 
Extending to the Depo/ing of the Sovereign ; and 
This DoFr ine was the very Corner Stone of the Laſt 
Rebellion. And Excluding tor RELIGION is not 
All neither; tor it Involves a Claim of breaking-in 
upon the Crown, whether there be any Religion in 
the Caſe, or No: For the Conſprrarors made them- 
ſelves, both Dzviders, and Chyſers; and Their 
Single O PIN7ON, was a Sentence in the Cale; 
the very Saying that it was 7hus or That Religion, | 
or Whatſoever Religion they pleasd, was enough | 
to Make it ſo. [ This Houle is of O P/N70N,}] 
went Fifty times further, then [ Be zt Enadted by 
the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty. : 


—_ 
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His @naccountable Stretch of The Unaccoun- 
table Prerogative 
Arrogance , and Uſurpation, gf the Commons. 
put all Sober Men to a Stand, to 
Conſider, what would be the End, in a Natural, 
and a Logical Conſequence, upon This Proceeding. 
Ita Prince has not the Liberty of Chufing his Own 
Servants; If he has not the Power of Protecting 
them ; If Subjedts ſhall take upon them to Treat 
their Sovereign like a Pupil, and turn off his 0ni- 
[ters 
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fters like fo many Footmen; becauſe they are of 
[OPINTON] that they give him This or That 
Advice; and that ſuch Advice is Pernictous; If 
Matters be thus Manag'd, what's. become of the 
Imperzal State of This Government 2 - Here's Dpint- 
on, (and the Opznzou of Subjects too) (without 
Proof, without Power, without Prerogatve, and 
(ſhortly) without any Foundation; ) Taking up- 
on it ſelt to give Laws to the Majeſty of a Sole Go- 
vernour ; and it they could have Carry d That 
Point, it would have been as good as a 7 ztle Gain'd, 
in the Account of the Malt:tude, to the Goverament 
of the Three Kingdoms : For nothing leſs then the 
Exclufon, would ſerve their Turn ; and the Con- 
founding of all Thoſe that were Againſt That Ex- 
cluſion : Nay, and That it ſelf, would not have 
Done, at Laſt, neither ; as we ſhall ſee by and by. 
So that, once for all, having the Modelling, the 
Judging , and the Diſcriminating of the Friends, 
and Enemies of the State, Themſelves, and in 
their Own Right ; (as they pretended) what be- 
twixt Aſſociating, on the One fide, and Seizing, 
Baniſhing, Diſarming, {mpriſoning, Opining, SDll- 
ſpecting, Kepuitingz and the Sweet Comfortal/c 
Methods of Swearing , Danging, and Quarte- 
ring, on the, Ozher, there would have been little 
more for the Conſpirators to Oo, then to 7/, 
and Take Poſſeſſion, and to lay Violent Hands up- 
on the Xing, under the Colour of a Reſcue. 
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Ut Religzon, and Loyalty, was Loyalty and 
ſtill the Burden of the Song ; A 5800 the 
Company of Rogues, to Blunderbuls wy 
his Majeity ! Burn Proteſtant Cities, and Maſſa- 
cre Poor Tunocent People! This was the Yoyce 
that was Lifted up, and the Outcry, that Cauſed 
ſo much Weeping, and Wailing among us : While + 
the Witneſſes, in the mean time, were A/l-z9-be 4 
Colonelid, Oacto2d, Captaind, and Squir d, 
for the Credit of the Story. It was a molt Re- 4 
. markable, and an Auſpicious Reſolution taken, to Wo 
ſet a-part | Gods Oay, ] tor [ Gods Caule, |] ( as 
it was Blaſphemouſly Chriſten'd ) when they Poſt- 
pon'd the Conſideration of the Lord Chancellors | 
Speech, of Apr. 30. 1679. Time after 7 ime, un- 
till Sunday the 11th. of May fo/lowing, which was 
ſo Arrant a Forty-One-Banter, thar I preſently 
told my Friends, without going to a VWizzard, 
the very Dunſtable Meaning of it ; and the Plot- 
Leaders were ſo kind to me in That, as well as 
in Other of my Prediions, that they made 4 
Prophet of me. But I ſhall have another Touch 
upon this Particular by and by. 
| Upon Nov. 8. 1678, They Re- FEE OOg 
ſolv'd upon an Addrels, to Delire LI om 
his Majeſty, that there might be 
L a Particular Prayer, or Prayers Compoſed for 
the Cities of London and Weltminiter, re/ating 
zo the Plot, and Conſpiracy, Contrived, and Car- 
ryd-on by the Papiſts, againſt his Majeſties Per- 
ſon and Government, | 


Ju ——— — —_ 


q Upon 


Upon Sanday the 10th. following, 


| 

[jo 4} ( 02 ) 
{V7 
Þ 
? 


18: pe ve they Complain d | 7hat in the Pray- 
| it er there was no mention made of the Papilts ; 
1 who { fays the Vote ) are theContrivers of Theſe 
| 68 Pamnable and Helliſh Plots, Sc. And they humbly 
| if © Defire his Majeſty to ave Effetlual Order, &c. 
s 116 Aiter this, and in the Nexr -phpej ent, they 
i had ,4yother Tour of Paſſe-Paſſe ; of the Same 
18 Stamp With the Former ; which Biel a Great 
WW: way roward the Moving of All Thoſe Paſſions that 
$| 89 might be Serviceable to the Project of That Sea- 
bi #8 {o2 : 45 will be better ſeen upon the Reading of 
1188 that Addreſs ir ſelf, or, C which is all one ) of 
18 Another Addreſs fora day of Fumiliation on Nov 
1.98 25. 1680. in the . Following Parliament, which 
if N Addreſs 1 is within a very little of V1” ord for ord 
pt with the Former. 
if : | We your Majeſties moſt D»tifull, 
[i Mar207 107%: Be, being Deeply Senjible of Lhe Sad, 
| [38S 2 Re =; "2" -.. aad Calamitous Condition of This 
| F your Majeſties Kingdom ; Ocaiadant 
it '* Chitejiy by the Impious, and Malicious Confpira- 
bo Cics of « Popith Party, who have not only Plotted, 


a::d Tatended the Delirution of your "Ml jeſties 
Roval Perſon, but the Total Subverſron of the Go- 
vernament, ard. True Religion Eſtabliſhed amon? 
us, QC: All which, Our MPany ond Guevous 


SUS j37 've Jiiſtly Deſerved: and Leing NOW b, 
your Gracious Favour Aſſembled in Parliament, &c, 


ac, / AL Fr lumiity beſeech your Majeſty, that by 
your 2oyal Proclamation, oxe, er More Days ma} 
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ve Solemnly ſet a-part, wherein bo!h car SELVES, 
aud Ail your Majcjties Loyal Subjects, may, Uy 
Faſtin” aud Prayer, Seek a Reconciliation, with 
Allmizhbty God, ad with Fumble an: - *enirent 
Hearts, Tmplore bi mm, by his Power _ C0odneps, 
t0 Tafatuate, and Dc feat the LY; icked / Co:: ACHES, E714. 


Machinations of our Enemies, &c. | 


# 


tires juſt the vr le of t! 36 O!4 * 
Ble Hed Times over again; The Ow Hu p 
& ” mili:tion-Stule | - 


when Days of F{umiiiation WEre U= ye. aoain 
ſed to Le ict a-part for the Azzrs : F 
Succeſs againit the ReleZs. A Body would | NaVe | 57 AY 
thought by the Solemnity of the IWording of it, 
that there had been Sword, Pe/tilence, and F F7 
mine; Farthquakes, and Fire aud Br abons in the 
Caſe. Now Every Thing hclpdto Move 7error, 
zone, 7e, Mortal Animoſiti ties, indignation, 2nd 
7 {ports of Ardeat, and of Vindidive Zeal * 


Even to the Dcercc, of a Temptation to break 


- 
-n—— 


: through all rhe Barrs of Duty, Shame, Modeſty, 

] FmſOne, and Reſpect : Beiice, tnat upon the 

- ma! LING of God Almigity 4 we” to tie Quarrel, 

I, Temporal Power, Th has and POSTER are NO | b 

i bettcr Accounted thea Dirt under the Feet ay 
Enthuſtaſtique Bigotts. To Concluae ; the 4d- 


dreſſes tor One Day of ZZumiiiation, thouid have 
put the Kingdom, Methinks, upon Peritionineg 
tor another, tor the Sz of the vt ery 4dadreſſes : 6 
Art leait, it the Plot ſhould in the Eng, Prove | 
Falje at the Bottow. But after all ris Da/t and 
Scuftfiz now, betwixt Petitioners, and Aworrers : 


Y 


- Y T rue 


I [1418 0; 
118 O88 | 
, {1 Trac-Proteſtants, and Penſroners; Whigg and To- : 
[t4 ry ; Obſervator and 7rimmer, there are ſeveral : 
| ii more Difficulties yet behind, to be Enguir d in- | 
LT to. It is a Thing Evident, without Diſpute, 
| {tl | that a Prince Cannot be more Afronted, and En- 
| 119 danger d, then by Pinching him in his Revenue 3 | 
1460 Paring, and Cramping his Royal JIerogative, and f 


J29wer 3 Leſſening him in his Reputation, and 


$ | putting him out of Condition of Receiving the ; 
'Þ Ii 4 Services of h1s Datzfull Friends); and Thoſe Friends p 
TON out of Condition to Support, and to Maintain the 2? 
1 if ', /lonour, and Dignity of their Maſter, Now all | 


. #. £4 2 Z 
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ts has been Azrtempred; and Purſued with the 
| [4.F8  Pttermoſt Tnduſtry, and Bitterneſs Imagzinable. 
114480 But here was a Dev/{þ Plot, it ſeems, and ior 
17 That Devliſh Plots Sake, the Zeir of the Crown 
mult be Di/nberited, -and the Roman Catholiques, 
114 in a manner, Exterminated trom off the face of 
; 1438 the Ear!h ; and no other way in the World to 
[ Save our Prince, and our Religion, ( as the [n- 
| | 8 fallible Oracle of St, Stephens Chappel T1VCS US tO 
| : Puderſtand ) but by a Fair Riddance of all the 
Kings Engliſh Subjects of That Perſuaſion ; which 
4 by Purſuivanting, Meſſengering, Sergeanting, 
| {8 Cooping-up, Squeezing, Rifling, Plundering, and 
Oppreſ/ing, they had well-nigh Efleted already : 
Only the Late King ſtuck at the Exclu/zon of the 
Dake : But however, the Fattio» had ſuch an 
CFer made them, by the way of a kind of Com- 
pofttica tor the Fxclufron, as would certainly have 
put thein into the Polletltion of 7 heir Own Wiſhes ; 


it they had not kcen moſt Providentially mm"—_ 
ted, 
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( 85 ) 
ted, into the Neglect, or Refuſ.il of it: to tlic 


| Preſervation of the Crown, the Duke, the Royal 


Line, and the Monarchy 2t ſelf ' And here comes 
the Expedient. 


My Lords, and you the Knights, Cit:- 
zens, and Burgetles of the Houſe of 
Commons. 


: ; Hat Royal Care which his M:- 


jeſty hath taken for the gene. F <ncci- 
1Oiurs Speech, 
ral quiet, and ſatisfaction of all his ay ,: (c-: 
Subjetts, iS now more evident, by ; 
thoſe new and freſh Inſtances of ic which 1 have 
in Command to open to you. 
11s Majeſty has Conjidered with himſelf, that 
tis not enough that your Relizion and Libert 'y 1s 
ſecure during his own Reign, ff he thinks he owes 
it to his People to do all that in Him lies, that 
theſe Bleſſings may be tranſmitted to your | Poſteri {= 
ty, and ſo well ſecured to them, that no Succeil= 
ou in After-ages may be able to work the leajt 
Alteration. 
And therefore Flis Majeſi ty, who hath often ſaid 
in This place, that He is ready to conſent to any 


Laws of this Kind, ſo that the ſame extend not to 


Alter the Deſcent of the Crown in the Right Line, 
or to defeat the Succeſſion, hath now Commanded 
this to be further Explained 


r 3 And 


(86.)/ 

And to the evd it may wever be 1n the power of | 
any Papiſt; if the Crown deſcend upon him, to 
PIANe any C/ ange either in Cnurch or State ; 1 am 
Crmmontderd to tell you, that his Majeſty 15 willing, 
that Provifiar may be made firſt, to diſtinguiſh a 
Fail fr om a Proteſtant Succeſſor ; then fo to li | 
4g, aud circum{cribe the Authority of a Popilh | 
Succeſſor il theſe Caſes following, that he may be 
"FS, lod p as any barn. 

Fir/*, Tz reference to toe Cunreh, Tis Fajeſt y 
75 C0; rexel” 7 af, Care be tare, I at all Fecleſta) ti- 
cal. aud olir tral Benefices and Promotions in Gifts 4 
of the Crow: ” wray be con erred in ſuch a manner, 
that we may Ge fure the Tacumben; 's ſhall always le 


Le Ade tvt 


4 
fo" & + 


4 the molt Pious and, Learaed Protefiants: And 
that no 1opil6" Succefſour © while he continue {o ) 
may have any ; Dower to Controwl. ſuch Preſentments. 
Tn rejerence. t6 1132 State, and Civil part of fe 
GOVCr ni: nl, as it is alreat!y provided, that 10 Fa- 
pit ? can Sit in either [Tonje of Farliament ; $0 the 
fs "HIT is pea (ed, that it be pr -ovided 700, 7 Tat there 
may never want a Farttament when the Azng 7 ſvall 
happe 4 to Dye : Bit tnat the Farliament then 74 
Being, may coatinue Tudifſolvable for a competent | 7 
time ; Or, if there be no Parliament in beine, then 
the la 1/2 Part} awent, which was in being before that 
time, may Re- Aſſemble, and Sit 4 competent time, 
without any New Summons or Flettion. 
And as no Pa apijt can by Law hold any place of 
Trejt, ſo the King is content, that it may be fur- 
ther Provided, That 'no Lords, or other of the 


Privy Council, no Judges of the Common Law, or 
| | in 


bo 
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za Chancery, ſhall at any time during the Reign of 


any Popiſh- Succeſſor, be put in, or diſplaced, but by 
the Authority of Parliament. 


Aud that care alſo Le taken, that noae but {n+ 


- 


cere Proteſtants may be 7, ſtices of the Peace. 

In Reference to the Pilitary part, the King ts 
willing, That no Lord- Lieutenant, or I Yeputy- 
Lieutenant, nor no Officer in the Navy ( daring 
the Reign of any Popilh Succeſſor ) be pat out or 
removed, but either by Authority of Parlzament, 
or of ſuch Perſons as the Parliament ſhall intruſt 
with ſuch Authority. 

Tis hard to invent another Reſtraint ts be pit 
upon a Popilh Succeſſor, confiderinsg how much the 
Revenue of the Succeſſor will depend upon conſent 
of Parliament, and how impoſſible it is to raife 
Honey without ſuch Conſent. Bat yet, if any thins 
can elſe occur to the Wiſdom of the FP CON 
which may further ag Religion aud Liberty as 
ounjt a F opiſh Succeſor, witho:t defeating the 
BRonht of Succeſſion /t {elf, [tis Ita; eſty will mojo 
readily Co rfent 70 17 

Thus Va! tchſull is the King for all your fafety,and 


 zf. he could think of any thing elſe, that you do ei- 
| ther want, or wiſh, to be you happy, he would 


make it his Bufineſs to cfjeit it for you. 
God Almighty Long continie this Bleſſed Union, 
between the Ki ing and his Farliamcat, aad People. 


TOr to Deſcant beyond Good Manners, upon 
}_ VN this Wonderfull Offer, The Government 
ieemd, now, Croſs or File, whether it fhould 
F 4 be 
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Þe a Monarchy, or a Common-Wealth., But all 
Treatinz, and Propounding paſs'd with them, for 


Dedzing : So that they put-oft the Con/iderat ion 
of it, Day after Day, till the x17. 


Tournal. May. of May following ; and Then, upon 


T 1; 1679. 


a Sundavs Uote, they came to a 
Reſolution of having [ 4 Bill brought, in, to Diſ- 
able the Dake of York to Inherit the Imperial 
Crown of This Realm : ] Which was follow'd with 
the Revenzing Vote. in the Tayleon't. Now this 
was rather a Mockery, then an Aaſwer; and a 
Proceeding, that had more of Haughtineſs, and 
Tafolence, then of Prudence : for it was their /u- 
tereſt, to have been more Mannerly and Modeſt : 
But their Bysne/s was Marter of Power, and Com- 
mand, not Grievance, and Redreſs; andrhe Angs 
Campliyarces in this Matter, were Worſe then 
Flat Ocnvals: For the more Ze Tielded, the 
Harder They Preſs d him ; and the Juference was 
Reaſonable Enough, from the Gaining oi One thing 


after Another, by Importeuniiy, to the getting of 


All, at Laſt. Tn.ſhort, they had fer rhew ZZearts 


upon the Exclufron; and their Reputations too, 
were ſo far at Stake upon't, that the Carryzg ot , 


3 hat Point, Either way, was a kind of Y7ory, 
on the Ore ſide, or on the Other. They had 
jaid they CUould have it ; they had Znd the 
Feople to the ExpeZation of it, and therefore, 
Have it they uit: Inſomuch, that [ $Po2e, ] 
any O:ter way, feem'd Lets to em: For to bc 
Refasd, and to /it down with That Repulſe would 


have bccn to Loſe Grouad : And they were, upon 


: | any 
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Any Terms, to Uphold the Credit of their Autho- 
* rity, and rhe Reaſon of their Demands, as well 
as the Opinzon of their Fower Delays are FHHaz- 
zardous, and they were rather tor Ove Kingdom 
in Hand, then Two or Three, in Keverſion, upon 
the Emprovement of the Project. But they rec- 
kon'd without their Hoſt, it ſeems, for that Bout, 
and ſo left the Stage, and the Debate, Ne [n- k 
fe ecta. 


[1 PON the Meeting of the 

; xcluhon £&- 
SP. Next Parliament, rey Q- lore would nor 
penda little Wider ; Declaring in dorthe Bus'nets 
an Addreſs of December, 21. 1680. — pantry 
Thar, in Truth, the Exclupon Q- | 
Ione, would not do the Bus neſs, without an 
Aſſociation ro Back it. Nay, and This was nor ſut- 
ficient neither, tor | As ſome further 
means (lays the Same Addreſs) for 
the Preſervation both of our Religion, and Property, 
We are humble Suitors to your Majeſty, that from 
hence-forth, Such Perſons only inay be judges, &c.} 
And to it proceeds, to the Purgng, and Regula- 
ting of Courrs of Fuſtice; the Choice of Lord- Lieu- 
Tenants, Deputy-Leutenauts, and Tuſt ices of the 
Peace ; Military Officers both at Seaand Land - 
e | with an Expreſs Exception all this whue, to| Men 
of Arbitrary Principles, and Countenancers of Pa= 
piſts and Popery, G&c.] That is tv 
tay; Always Excepted, the J2ernich: — Ibid. 
ous Jdvilcrs of Pyorceoumy Jar: 
itaments, and Rejetting Bills of Excluſion ; So 


a 


Jbid. 
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tnat in fine ; the Devil a Dram of Popery, was 
here to be found, upon the Foot of This Account : 
nor any thing elſe, but Seditzon under a Maſque 


of Religzon, and an Impetuons, Reſtleſs Ambition, 
of getting Sovereign Power 1nto their Own ZZands. 


OW the molt that can be pretended, 
Mitigation of this Violent, and Unwarranta- 
ble Prafice, is : that they Meant 
By. Mio; Well, perhaps, but taild in their 
Meaſures. It there was a Wheel ina 


637 1 od) fie 


iFheel as they ſay,and Oze Plot Nurs'd-up _— 


Another, 1t might be a Thing Starred by the By 
and onls an Advantage made, of an Occaſion, Un. 
{oreſeen, without any Previous Deſign. My An- 
; er 1s; that 7his was the Caſe of Some, but not 
” Others - And taat I hoid my ſelf Bound, IN 
eaſon, Charir y, and Fu) tice, to Diſt inguiſh be- 
riwwixt em: That 1s tO - betwixt tne Bare 
"3eifeorrs, and the Corſeienions, though  Mz/- 


ZI 


raven Avetters of the. Phe, and tac Malicious 
C-SIrivers, ana Promoters of it. Ofthe 7wo 
Former Sorts there were « Great many Worthy 
Men, and 7rae Lovers of their Prizce, their Re- 
[in:on, and ener CO, that upon the firit Fluſh- 
747-UP of the Sham, fell moit Unaappily into the 
Snare, and theſe were Perſons, Effectually, fo 


Pminently Loyal, and Ki Paſſo zately Zelous {or 


wil/+ & 


orſe tortagan : tor their very Character, 


Comme! ice with Vile Prejedtors, Patroxs, gr 
I it- 


6 Pr ref 1:2t Fg that they wernain jew 
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| Witneſſes, gave a Reputation to. the Impoſtare. 

| Their Paſſions were ſo taken-up, with the Do? 

i of the Wickedneſs, that they did not ſo much 
Attend to the Þ0017s of it ; and the Deteſtation 

| Ley had for ſo ideous a Conſpiracy, Blinded 


the Eyes, that they could not ſec the Cheat : 

But 7 ime brought the Truth to Light, and Pco- 
* ple to their Wits again, This docs not hinder, 
| (though ſo many Good Men were led away at 
| Firſt, by Plaufible Apperrances) but that the 
| Foundation of This Structure was laid in Hell, 
and the Treaſon, Deliberately Purſud from Ove 


Eud of the Train to the Other. The Excluſron of 


the Dake, was no other, then a Dethrening of the 

Kint : for his Majeſties J9erogative, and his 
| Royal IHinhneſſes Birth-right, were Zoib $7niecde 
| at in the very Same Addreſs, But whether This 
| was done Wilfully, Spitefully, and with Dalice 
prepenſe, 1s Anotber Queſtion, winch I take to bc, 

not only Pro/able, in Many Reſpeits, but Demo::« 
| [tratzvely Clear, and Certaiz, in Others. 


[rſt as to the Quality of the Two Cardinal 
Witneſſes. It was Low, and Mean, to th 
Degree of a Scandalons,and 2 Star 
SD PE y Q Eo IC vv INCH 
- VING overly ; and Yer Une or EN gf, and the 
) | irom a Street-Beagar, and the other Conſpiratours, 
Irom a Faye, and an Alms-Eashet, 7Sre<d upont. 
ſets up tor the Diſcovering of a Conſpiracy Carry'd 
on in the Cabinets of Princes ; In the Privacies 
Or Cloyſters, and Cells, and 1 in the Secret Conft- 
dences of men of Honour, ot tne Firſt Rank : 
; whar 


( 92 ) 
what Forces to be Rais'd ; What Oftcers ; When, 
and in What Manner the King was to be Murder d ; 
the Price of the Yillany, and Who and Whoto do 
the Execution. How cculd any man, whoſe 
Patience upon the Surprzze of the Firſt Alarum, 
would but give him leave to Think, tho' never 
ſo Litle, ot the Zale, and of the Reporters of it, 
Imagine, that theſe Scoundrells ſhould ever come 
wirhin reach, of being Przvy to this Plot, even 
it Every Syllable of it had been True : And that 
{ſo many Perſons of Brains and Fortune, ſhould 
Truit their Lzves, and Eſtates in the Zands, and 
at the Mercy of ſuch a Brace of YVarlets! Otes at the 
End of his Narrative, in his Lit of the Conſpt- 
rators, reckons up [Nine Benedictines, Three 

Carmelites, Two Franciſcans, Ten 
oweses Kart Dominicans, Twenty Five Jeſuits, 
& 6 2” All i» England: Two at Liege, Five 

at Watton, Twelve at St. Omers, 

Scaven Jeſuits more abroad ; Twelve Scotch Je- 
ſuits, Eight Secular Perlons ; two Lay-Brothers, 
Fourteen Secular Pricfts 7» England, which he has 
but upon Enfommation, he ſays : (as who ſhould 
fav, I dare not-venture an Oathupon't.) [Four 0- 
ther Perſons ; Befde Seaven and Twenty No- 
blemen, Gentlemen, and Officers, that had All, 
Commullions, whoſe Names ( he ſays) 4id not Oc- 
cur at Preſent.| This is a Great Number of Con- 
{pirators, tor One poor Man to give an Account 0i 
As to the Probity of their Life and Conver ſa- 
tion; They came upoa the Stage, Recommended 
for Buegery, Perjury, and {forſe-Stealing by Ad- 
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vance ; and Notorious, for theſe Evidencing Qua- 
| lMifications, before-hand. In their Enformatzons, they 
Fall Feul, not only One upon Another ; but up- 
on Themſelves too, and Each of them is Felo de 
ſe, in his Self-Contradittions. Now this is a 7o- 
{ pque,that has been Beaten over and over, through- 
| out the whole Courſe of the Ohſervators ; and a 
Man might Mu/ter-up, at leaſt Forty or Fifty Cor« 
roborating Swearers more, of the Same Stamp. 


& l ve 
" L 
8k WG hae OE 


UT I am now upon the Subject of the Sub- 
1 borners Themſelves,Not the Hirelings ; For 
Thoſe Men, and Matters, would ne- 
verhave paſs'd Muſter, it there had 
not been more Care taken to Cover, 
and Conceal the Perjury,then to find out the Truth. 
| Who were the Great Sticklers for Ozes, and his 
| Accomplices, but the very Perſons that were the 
| Ring-Leaders of the Late Rebe!lions > And who 
- | butOres again, at'all their Republican Clubs, and 
, | Cavals? Inſhort ; Nothing could be more /a!pa- 
5 | 4le,then that there was a Confederate Jgreement 
4 Þ ofthe Party, in Mediating for the Profeſs d Ene- 
- | mes of the Government, and Addreſſing againit the 
- | Ungqueſtionable Friends, and Servants of it. Nor 
could that Conſtant Prattice have any Other End 
in Proſpect, then the Rxize of the King, the Sub- 
ver/ron of the Monarchy, and the Introducing of a 
Common-Wealth, What was the Meaning of their 
Vote of [Thanks to the City of Lon- 
don for their Manifeſt 1.oyalty to Vores Jan. 1+. 
the King, their Care, Charge, and —_ 


Their Croſs 
Mediarions. 


Jin 
es 


in Them Jay, under That Exigence, toward the 


| £34 ) 
Vigtlancy for the Preſervation of his Majeſties Per 
ſou and of the Protellant Religion, ] But the Fi- |! 
ring of a Gu to Call {or Help, upon the Spring- 
ing of a Leake, and no body within diſtance to 
Relieve them ? And then to follow 


1d, . ; 
= it the fame Morning, with Another 
"P Reſolved,\ T hat it is the Opinion of the 
| Flouſe, That James Duke of Mon- 


x ” 
a, _ cakes 


mouth hath been removed from his Ofces and Com- 
mands, by the Influence of the Duke of York.] 
And fo to [Order an Application to be made to his 
Majeſty from that Flouſe, by ſuch Members there- |þ 
of as were of his Majeſties moſt [Tonourable Privy | 
Council, to defire his Majeſty to Reitore the ſaid 
James Duke of Monmouth #o his faid Offices, 
aud Commands.] What were Theſe Two Votes, 
{ fxy, but ſo much ZZoljz-Water cait away upon 
the D. of 2, and the City; and to do as much as 


bringing of tne ZZead, and the Body together : 
Brietly, they tound that Oze Dake was as Neceſ- 
{ary tor the ings the Other was tor the Fadtion, 
and that was the 7rae Ground of the Bill of Ex- ( 
cl:f:on,and the Vote of Interceſion.Ben. Harris was Þ ; 
Fin'd, and Pillory'd tor One Treaſonous Libell; Care 7 
( with bs Strange knack )was Fir'd for Auother, 
EYery jot as Bad as That ; And Brown for Other 
Libells, the Worſt of al! Three. And yet Theſe 
Palitry Libellers found Powerfull Friends, and 1n- 
z2rceſſurs : Nay and the very Fining of them tor 
Sedition, was Enter'd upon the Charge againfl 
gr. Fr, Scroges, as One Article Ingredient to the 

making 


a) 
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making up of his 7reaſons. Now certa: aly there 
was ſomerhing Extraordinary in't, that morc 
then That Number of Noble Lords, ſhould be 


Popery, and Enemies to the Ki ins and Kinzdom, 
tor only Foyning with the Xing Himſelf in 094- 
ion again!t the Excluſion ; And thar the Sams 


nl ar te; POTTER Ron >= 


the Other: So Mortal a Siu Was 1t accounted, 

in Thoſe days, to Serve tne Crews, and the 

| Hoyal Family; and io YVenal a $179, tro Endea- 
 vour the Overturnizrz of the Government, Þ do 
not remember fo rauch as any One Taſtance, that 
Varyd from This Ru/2 ; And never was any 
thing fo Conſtant, that came by Chance. To 
TVC "Theſe Political Operators chick Die ; there 
was Nothing Wanting to their Purpoles, that 
either Fraud. Induſtry, Confidsonc2 or Hypoeriſl y/ 
could Furniſh, They made the People afraid 
ot Tufallibility, and Arbitrary Power, andatths 


. " CIs Time, looked them in the very Faces, 
\ | while they Aﬀſum 4 the One, and Prattis'd the 
- | Other, T hrunlilis - the Former, under the 1:- 
5 thority of [the Wiſedom of the Nati 2: ande! 

s Latter, in the BR1THt of _ [C 0M? 115 of "i 
, | land] For Every Vote was, in EH, a S2u- 
1] tence of Law, Reaſon, and I OWer ; S9UerenpmaH, 
Abſolute, and without ” Wh - And it was 
but ſaying, that This or That | 555 a. 
at This Time, Grievous 10 th? ,Q. 
Subject, a WeaK ning of the Proteſ- 

tant Jatereſt, an Encouragement to Popervy, 


615 1d 


Declared Jernicious Advilers : Promoters 0f 


Ag 
fo 
| 
A 
& 8» 
* 
3 
T 8 
+ © 
Y* 
CY 
Y 


Perſons thould Arraign the One, that Brouzht-off 
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and Dangerous to the Peace of the Kingdom, to 
make the Reſolution Authentique, with a Non 
Ob[tante, of never ſo many Laws to the 
Contrary. 1t a Vote ſay, that the Xing Can- 

not (a) Pardon; (b) That Subjedts 
( , ""_ 24 ſhall not lend him Money; Or (c) That 
bb) Jan. 7. the Refuſal of the Lords to Pro- 


1681. ceed in Parliament , upon the Com- 
(c) Oxon. mons Tmpeachments of any Peer or 
16e 1. Commoner , for Treaſon, or any 0- 


ther. Crime, or Miſdemeanour , 1s 
a Oenial of Juſtice , aud a Qtolation of 
the Conſtitution of Paaritaments. ] UHere's the 
King, Law, and Lords Over-ruld, and the 
Votes made Preſidents; Cited, and Pleaded, tor 
tne Prerozative ol the Fcuſe of Commons, 1n all 
the C/ubs, or ( which 15 the ſame Thing ) zhe 
13:opics Courts of Juſtice, throughout the 7hree 
Aingdoms : Andit could not well be Ozher, ſolong 


35 Greea-Ribbou-Committees, and Caballs, T{Ulith: 


Ott ors, had fach an /rfſuence upon What pais'd 


CAtthin 3 and that the P rincipal Managers of 
Ores'es Plot, were the very Oracles that were 
Conſulted tor Direfion, and Reſolution upon 4// 
the Conſpiracies that were then in Agztation. Theſe 
fFvidences, upon the 7ranſattions oi the oufe it 
ſelf; drawn from the Prixts, that they Them- 


teives Order'd to be Publijſhd, ( and that were 


Publiſh d accordingly) as an Appeal to the Whelz 
World, in Juſtification of their Proceedings ; and to 
Prevent Falſe Copies and Reports : Theſe very Pa- 

pert 
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pers are the Fvidences (as their Unlucky Starrs 
would have it) that are now Arz:ſcn 11 Judgment. 
againſt them; and Fairhfully Deliver d-over to 
Succeeding Times, as the Only Sure Means of Un- 
riddling the Myſtery of Thu Wonderful Tatrigae : 
And, certainly, No better way to let the Reader 
into the Secrets of This Afﬀair, then by the Fey 
it ſelf, that was Pade, Ori7inaly, to the Cy- 
pher, 


F Have by this Time, Trac'd the 
; Likelphwds of a Deliberated De- Their own 
| ſign upon the King, Church , and Mcormer 2bug 
State, thorough all the Steps of beſt Eviden- 
Probability, and Strong Preſumpti- © 
on, up to the Higheſt Degree of 
Certainty, and Demonſtration, Were not 4 
the Violent Aſſerters of the Duke of Monmouth's 
Pretended Intereſt, and the Oppoſers of the Indu- 
bitable Right of his Royal Fighneſs, Embarqu'd in 
the Same Bottom, of Enmity to the Government, 
and of Aindneſs to the Fattion2 How many 
were there in Both Houſes, that had the Same 
Hearts towards the Aing, in a Committee of 
Parliament that they had afterward, in a Clubb, 
or 1n an Army2 And ſtill, Otzes es Plot, the Sup- 
port of All their Pretences : And what was the 
Countenance of That Plot, at Laſt; but that the 
King was in Danger of being 4ſſaſinated by the 
Papiſts; and therefore, the Poſſe of the Three 
Kingdoms was to be Raisd, to Prevent that Mur- 
| G ther 2 
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ther> Now whoever Believes That Story to be 
»17rue, muſt of Neceſſity, draw this Concluſton from 
it; That the Same People Stickled for the Sa- 
bing of the Xg, at WWhiteha/, that were for 
the Xz//ing of him, in the Weft: That is to ſay, 
unleſs they can Bear the World down, that there 
was No Rebellion : Or that None of the Leading 
' Members of Either Houſe were Concern'd int ; 
but for That, there was never any thing made 
Plainer, then This Afirmative ; not onely from 
the Mouths of their Confederates, but from the 
Confeſſions of the very Parties Themſelves. For 
the Zruth of This, I may further Remzt my (elf to 
Divers Proclamations, Declarations, and Other Acts 
of State, that have been ſued out, by the Or- 
der, and Authority of the Late Bleſſed King, and 
of his Sacred Majeſty that is now in Being. Bur, 
as a Supplemental Explanatory to All the Reſt ; 
the Paper of Aflociation that was found in the 
Late Earl of Shaftsburies Cloſet, (and P2ovD up- 
on him, if ever Zzght it felt was made Manifeſt ) 
That Paper, I ſay, may ſerve; without any Yie- 
lence to the Text, for a Comment upon Al// the 
Dark Paſſages of That Z7/tory : for it 1s, in the 
Frame, Order, and Matter of it, no other then a 
Compendious Abſtratt of the Debates, and Reſolu- 
tions that had paſs'd the Commons upon the bus- 
neſs of the Plot, and the Succeſton : Inſomuch 
that there is hardly a Syllable ot any Moment in 
the Oxe, that is not Anſwer d, and Eccho'd, in the 
Other : and whoever Lick'd it into Form, the P - 
Jy 
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| jett was the Cubb of a Cloſe-Committee, and it 

was kept in Reſerve for a Forc'd-Put. The French 

' Holy League was look'd upon, in thoſe days, as 

| a Maſter-piece ; but the Devz/ was, as yet, a No- | 
vice. The Scotch, and Engliſh Holy League, and 1+ 
Covenant , came an Age Later into the World , G. 
and Refin'd upon the French One; and Then, J 

ſome Forty Tear after that, came the Noble Peers 4 

Aﬀoctation, that 0uz-did them Both, But there's | 
no Reading upon't 'till we have the Piece it ſelf 
Before us, in its own Dimenſzons, Words, and © 
Colours. 
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The Paper which was Seized in the E. 
of Shaftsbury's Cloſet by Francis Gwin 
Eſquire, One of the Clerks of His 
Majeſties Privy-Council, and Read 
November 24. 1681. at the 01d: Baily, 
before His Majcitics Commuſſioners 


of Oyer and 7erminer. 


E the Knights, &c. Finding to 

the grief of ovur Hearts, the JPopiſh 
Janeſts and Jcfuits with the Papiſts, 

and their Adherents and Abetters have fo2 ſeveral 
years faſt paſt purſued a moſt pernicious and 
Delliſch Plot, to root out the true P2oteſtant 
Religion as a peſtilent Þcreſie, to take away the 
Life of our O2acious iging, to ſubvert our Laws 


and Liberties, and to ſet up Arbitrary [Power 


ne ]Dopery. 
And it being N2otonous that they Have 


been highly encouraged by the Countenance and 


Peotection given and p2ocured fo2 them by J. D. 
of Y. and by their expectations of his ſucceeding 
to the Crown, and that through crafty Popiſh 
Councils his Ocligns have lo far p2evatled that 
he hath created many and great Dependents up- 


- ont him by his beſtotving Dfftces and Preterments 


both in Church and State. 
3- | 
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3. Tt appearing alſo to us, That by his Tn- 
fluence Mercenary Forces, have been levied and 
kept on Foot fo2 his ſecret Deſigns contrary to 
our Laws; the Dfficcrs thereof having been na- 
med and appointed by him, to the apparent haz: 
z3ard of his Majeſties JPerſon, our Religion and 
Government, if the danger had not been timely 
fozeſeen by ſeveral JIarltaments, and part of thoſe 
Forces with neat difficulty, cauſed by them ta 
be Otsbanded at the Kingvoms neat Erpence 
And it being Evident , that notwithſtanding all 
the continual endeavours of the Parltament to 
deliver his Dajeſty from the Cotincils, and out 


of the Power of the ſaiv D. yet his Intereſt in the 


Miniſtry of State and others hath been ſo pye- 
valent , That Parliaments have been unreaſona- 
bly ÞP202cgued, and Diſſolved, when they Have 
been in hot purſuit of the Jopiſh Conlpiracies, 
and ill Miniſters of State their Aſſiſtants. 

4. And that the ſaid D. in o2der to reduce all 
into his own Power hath pzocured the Eartſons, 
the Army and Ammanition , and all the Powet 
of the Seas and Souldfery, and Lands belon- 
ging to theſe Thiee Kingdoms to be put into 
the hands of his Party and their Adherents, even 
in oppoſition to the Advice and Over of the laſt 


_ Parlfament. 


5. And as we conſidering with Heavy Hearts 
how g2eatly the Strength, Keputation and 
Treaſure of the Kingdom both at Sea and Lany 
is Waſted and Conſumed, and loſt by the intrt- 
cate expenſive management of theſe Ticked de- 

| G 3 ſtructive 
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ſkructive Oeſigns: and finding the ſame Coun- 
cils after exemplary Juſtice upon ſome of the 


Conſpirators, to be fill purſued with the utmoſt 


devilith malice, and deſire of Revenge; where- 
by his Bajeſty is in continual Hazzard of being 
Murdered, to make way fo2 the (aid D's Ad- 
vancenient to the Crown, and the whoie King 
Dom in ſuch caſe is deſtitute of all ſecurity of thetr 
Religion, Laws, Eſtates and Liberty , fad ex- 
perience in the Caſe, Queen Mary having p2o- 
ved the wiſeſt Laws to be of little Fo2ce to 
Keep out Popery and Tyranny under a JPoptſh 
JIunce. 

6. We have therefoze endeavoured in a Parlia- 
mentary-way by a Bill fo2 the purvole to Bar 
and Erciuve the ſaftd Ouke from the Succeſſion 
to the Crown, and to Baniſh him tfo2 cver out 
of theſe Kingaoms cf England and Irel/and. But 


the firſf Deans of the King and Kingdoms Sate- 


ty being utterly rejected, and we left almoſt in 
Deſpair of obtaining ary real and effectual ſecu- 
rity, and kn9wing o!ir ſelves to be tntruſfed to 
Adviſe and Act fe2 the pzeſervation of his Bajeſty 
and the Kingdom, 8972 being perſuaded in our 
Conſciences that the Dangers afozeſatd are ſo 
eminent and prefiing, chat there ought to be no 


delay of the beit mcans that are in our power to 


{ecure the Kingdom againſt them. {Te have 


thought fit to p2opole to all true Pyoteſtants an 


Union amongſt themſelves by ſolemn and ſacred 
P2omiſe of Mutual Defence ann Aſſiſtance tn the 


NOOR of the true Pzoteſtant _ his 
aje: 


n 
| 
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Majeſties Perſon and Royal State, and our 
Laws, Liberties and P2operties, and we hold it 
our bounden Outy to join our ſelves fo2 the ſame 
intent in a Occlaration of our United Aﬀecions 
and Reſolutions in the Fowm Enſuing. 


| THE 


Allociation. 


A. B. Do 1n the preſence of God ſolemnly, 
Promiſe, Vow, and Proteſt to maintain and 
Defend to the utmoſt of my Power, with my 
Perſon and Eſtate, the True-Pyoteſtant Religion 
againſt Popery, and all Popith Superſtition, Ido- 
latry, or Jtnovatton, and all thoſe that do or 


ſhall endeavour to ſpread or advance it within this 
Kingdom. 


I will allo as far as in me lies maintain and de- 
tend His Majeſties Royal Perſon and Eſtate; as 
allo the power and priviledge of Parliaments, the 
lawfull Rights and Liberties of the Subject, againit 
all Incroachments and Uſurpation of Arbitrary 
| power whatſoever, and endeavour intircly to Dil- 

band all ſuch Mercenary Foes, as we have rea- 
: | lon to believe, were railed to advance it, and are 
- | G 4 {till 
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fill kept up in and about the City of London, to 
the great Amazement and Terrour of all the good 
people of the Land. 


Moreover J, ©. of P, having publickly pro- - 


feſled and owned the Popith Religion, and noto- 


riouſly given Life and Birth to the Damnable and 
Helliſh Plots of the Papiſts againſt his Majeſties 


_ Perſon, the Proteſtant Religion, and the Govern- 


ment of this Kingdom. I will never conſent that 
the ſaid J, O, of P, or any other, who is or hath 
been a Papiſt, or any ways Adherd to the Papiſts 
In their wicked Deſigns be admitted to the Succel- 
ſion of the Crown of England, But by all lawtull 
means and by force of Arms, it need fo require, 
according to my Abilities, will oppoſe him, and 
endeavour to Stubdtte, Expell and Deſtroy him 
if he come into England, or the Dominions there- 
of ; and ſeek by force to ſet up his pretended T1- 
tle, and all ſuch as ſhall Adhere unto him, or raiſe 
any War, Tumult, or Sedition for him, or by his 
Command, as publique Enemies of our Laws, Re- 
Iigion and CROnneyy | 


To this end we and every one of 11s whoſe 
hands are here under-wiitten , do moſt willingly 
bind cur ſelves and every one of us tnto the 0- 
ther joyntly and ſeverally, in the Bond of one 
firm and loyal Society o2 Aſoctation, and do 
p2omiſe and vow befoze God, That with our joint 
and particular Foxes we will Oppoſe and Pur- 
ſuc unto DeſtruCtion all ſuch as upon any TO 
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whatſoever ſhall oppoſe the Juſt and Righteous 
ends of this Aſſociation , and Yaintain, Potect 
and ©Oefend all ſuch as ſhall enter into it in the 
juſt perfozmance of the true intent and meaning 

_ of it. Andleff this Juſt and Pious Work ſhould 
be any ways obſtructed 02 Hindered fo2 want of 
Dilcipline and Conduct, o2 any evil-minded per- N 
ſons under pzetence of raiſing Fo2ces fo2 the ſer- ; 
vice of this Affoctation , ſhould attempt o2 com- 
mit Oiſowers, we will follow ſuch Dwders as 
we ſhall from time to time receive from this pre- 
ſent Parliament, whilſt it (hall be Sitting, o2 the 
Major Part of the embers of both Houſes [ub- 
ſcribing this Afﬀſociation: when it ſhall be Pro- 
rogued '02 Diſſolved, and obey ſuch Dfficers as 
ſhall by them be ſet over us in the ſeveral Coun- 
tries, Cities, and Burroughs untill the nert 
meeting of this 02 another Parliament, and will 
then ſhew the ſame Obedience and Submiſſion 
unto it, and thoſe who ſhall be of it. 


A 


Neither wiil we fo2 any reſpect of Perſons 8; 
Cauſes, 02 fo2 Fear, o2 Reward, ſeparate our 
ſelves from this Afſoctation , 02 fail in the 1929- 
ſecution thereof during our Lives, upon patit 
of being by the reſt of us p2oſecuted, and ſup- 
preſſed as ÞPerjurd perſons, and ptiblick Enc- 
_— to God, the King, and our J2ative Cetut- 
rey. 


To which Pains and Puniſhments we do 
voltuntartly ſubmit our ſelves, and every one of 
J Us 


{ x06 ) 


us without benefit of any Colour 02 Pretence 
to ercule us. -"h | 


In witneſs of all which Premiſſes to be 
{nviolably kept, we do to this preſent 
Writing put our Hands and Seals, 
and ſhall be moſt ready to accept and 
admit any others hereafter into this 
Soctety and Aſſociation. 
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T* HE Readcr will find in this Paper of A4o- 
ciation, All the Lines of the Pretended 
Popiſh Plot ; the Summ of the Whole Cauſe, and 
of all they Contended tor. It ihews the Mode/7, 
and Exponnds the Meaning of the De/ign; the 
Manner of Working-it-up, and the Degrees of 
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$51 Ripening it for Execution. It lays Open the Riſe, 
I's Progreſs, and Drift, of a Republican Conſpiracy , 
TR08 5tep by Step: Infomuch, that a man may Trace 
4088 out with a Chalk, the Entire Courſe of the n- 
FI trigue, from the Firſt Broaching of it to the Laſt 
vt Reſolution , and underſtand, that [Reſolv'd upon 
Tat the Queſtion ] . had a Hand int, as well as 
| 4 ' Wire the Knights, Sc. ] And This will Plain- 
1h iy Appear, upon Comparing the Ore with the 
HS Other. E-!. 

oy » | 
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My Next Bus neſs is, to lay open the Conformi- 
ty of Parts, and the Harmony of Deſign berwixt 
| the Proceedings of the Houſe , and the Tendence 
of the Paper of Confederacy, and when I have A 
* made out Zhat once, there will be No Separa- 
ting the Conſprrators in the YVotes, from [ Wie 
the Knights, &c.] in the Aſſociation; but they 
muſt be Both, of Neceſſity Involv'd in the ſame 
Plot. 


The Firſt Clauſe finds [a Helliſh Popiſh Plot,] 
agreeable ro the Yote of Oct. 31. 1678. The Se- 
cond finds the Duke of Tork in the Bottom ont : 
And fo did a Folowing Yote, ſome Four Days after 
the Former ; Whereupon, I remember, there was 
a Debate Started, for an Addreſs, to Remove him. 
It ſpeaks of [the Power, and Influence of Popiſh 
Conncel/s, in the Diſpoling of Ofices;] which is 

_ the Main Topique again, of the Addreſs of Now, 
\ 29. 16809. And lo in the Third and Fourth Clauſes ; 
it falls upon the 7Zegal, [Mercenary Fo2ces); } 


[ Unreaſonable P2ozogations a»d Oiflolutions;] 
The Strength -of the Natzien both at Sca, and 


Land, put into the hands of [ His Royal Fligh- 
efſes Party, and their Adherents;] which is no 
other again, then an Zxtract out of Several Yotes, 
and Addreſſes already mention d. The Fifth tales 
a General Proſpeit of the Miſerable Condition of 
the A7ug and Xingdom, through the Vindittive 
Malice of the Papiſts: Which 1is over and over 
| Inculcated allo, 1n Several of their Addreſſes; as 
un that of November 29. 1680, If fo and ſo; 
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[We have Freed our ſelves from the 
j-— "q No. 29 Guilt of That Bloud and Deſolation 
_—_ which is like to Enſue.] And fo 
atterward, in that of Decemb 21. 
1680. The Queſtion 1s Put ; | Whe- 
Addreſs Dec.2r. Ther , tn caſe the Crown ſhould De- 
1580. ſcend to the Duke of York ; the Op- 
poſition which may * poſſibly be made 


to his Poſſeſſing it , may net onely Endanger the 


' Further Deſcent in the Royal Line, but even Mo- 


narchy it ſelf.] In the $:x7h Clauſe, it ſets forth, 
that ſince they cannot Prevail upon the Xing to 
Exclude the Dake by a Bil, in [a Parltamenta- 
ry:way, ] they Propoſe [ a Promiſe of Mutual 
Defence and Aſſiſtance among AJ True-Pyote: 
ffants, ] 

[Jn the Pqeſervation of the True-]oteſtant 
Religion , his Yajeſties Perſon , and Royal 
State, and our Lives, Liberties, and 2oper- 


ties, Ec. ] | 
Theſe are the Words of the Pre- 


amble, or Tutroduttion to the Aſſoct- 
ation ; Which are but the very ſame 
Thing, in Other Terms, wuh the 


The Condition 
af the Aﬀocta- 
$:0N. 


Propoſal of Dec. 21. 1680. in the 


Addreſs it ſelf : Wherein they de- 


The Conditlons (5, [That bis Majeſty will be Graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to Afſent to an Atl, 


of the Addreſs 
Dec. 21. 1630. 


whereby his Majeſties Proteſtant Sub- 
netts may be Enabled to Aſſociate Themſelves for 
the Defence of his Majeſties Perſon ; the Prote- 


{tant Religion, and rhe Security of his Kingdoms: 
Theſe 


Ou 
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T heſe Requeſts (ſay they) we are Conſtrained hum- 
Lly to make to your Majeſty, as of Ablolute Necef- 
ſity for the Safe and Peaceable Enjoyment of our 
Religion. ] 
| So that This Aſſociation, 15 Parliamentary, from 
| Head to foot, and little more in't, then a Workin 
* upon Their Modell: Only [Wir the Knights, G&c.] 
Took Leave in One Caſe, and ASK it, in the 
| Other. 1 ſpeak of the Majority of the Houſe, as 
it was then Leavend, and with Great Honour to 
the Loyal, and Sober Mixture that was in That 
Aſſembly. While the Addreſs above-Mention'd, (in 
Anſwer to the Kings Speech of the 15th of the 
ſame Month) was under Debate, the Co/leftour 
of the Proceedings of That Seaſon, takes upon him 
to Report this following Paſſage, of a Speech De- | 
liver'd in the ZZouſe, upon 7 hat Queſtion. 
[1 cannot agree, in Preſſing the 
Atlociation-Bill: For being it hath Coll. of Debates, 
| mot yet been brought into the Houſe, P29: 
we do not well know what will be the 
 Purportof if: And it is not Proper that we ſhould 
Ask of the King, we know not What, nor ExpeCt 
that he ſhould Grant us what He can know nothing 
of : And traly Sir, I think that Theſe Things about 
the Judges, Deputy-Lieutenants and Juſtices of 
the Peace, are Minute Things to be Infiſted on, at 
This Time, Compar d with Others, which might be 
Demanded! Queen Elizabeth's Councellours ne- 
ver thought Her Safe 'till the Popiſh Succeſſo2 
| was n a Tower; and I am afraid that you will 
never be Safe, untill you take ſome ſuch Courſe, 


that 
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that may bring things to an Iſſue. Whes you have 
doxe That, and Banithed 4/7 the Conſiderable Pa- 
piſts out of England, 7 think we ſhall not be in ſuch 
Apparent Danger as we now are; And ſeeing This 
may Probably 4e Granted, and the Other Bills ' 
Not, 7 humbly Move you to Recommit the Addreſs, 
that it may be better Conſider'd. 

And what's the Difference now, in Subſtance, | 
betwixt the Baſs of the Debate, and the Efedt of 
the Reſolution? The Excluſion, and Aſſociation, 
were not /et fal, becauſe rhey were Znequal, and 
@nreaſouable ; but becauſe they were not Attai- 
able; and only in Exchange too, for Other Equi- 
walent Expedients: tor Such an /mpriſonment, 
and Such a Bani/hment, would have had the 
Force of an Excla/ron, and an Aſſoczation, with- 
out the Name of it; for the Baniſhing of 4/, 
on the One fide, does Naturally Reſolve into an | 
Union, of 4/1], on the Other. | 

Now to put All This together; it amounts to Þ | 
no more then what the Prevarling Party in the | | 
Houſe, had Propounded, Declard, and Reſoivd # þ 
upon, Before-hand: Only the Kings Peremprory # | 
Refuſal, put 'em upon the After-Gawe of Attem- Þ ©, 
pting to get That by Force, which they could not 
Gain by Addzeſs3 And it is not to be doubted, 
but the Fatron Adﬀted Jn the Houſe, as well as 
Dut of the Houſe, by the Same Spirit. To lay 
the Truth on't ;- The Conſpirators that Zufluenc'd 
\ Theſe Deſperate Defigns, were Paſt Rubicon, long 
ſince, and No Retreat left them, but with ZZa/ters 


about their Necks ; if Zenderneſs, and _— - 
"— ell, 


| een 


(SEE) 
telf, chad not well nigh Dzfſo/v'd the Awe of Royat 
Power , and J«ſtice; in the Overflowings of That 
moſt Gracious Prince's Patzence, and Mercy: But 
when the Ring-Leaders tound, that they might 
Ask any thing, Gratis; they never fail'd of tol- 
lowing Denyals with Importunities, and Importu- 
nities, with Expoſtulations ; "till, in the End, up- 
on a Full Tryal of their /ztereſt, and Ski/, they 
might come to Settle their Meaſures. They Rec- 
kon'd upon't, that they had 7wo Strings ro their 
Bow : And that if Oze Fai/d, they had Another 
would Hold. They Ply'd his Majeſty with the 
moſt Reproachfall of Libe/{s, under the Title of 
Petitions, and Addreſſes; and, ina Style, and 
Countenance of Duty, and Reſpect. When they _ | 
Miſsd of any thing ar Firſt Requeſt, they were | 
ſure to follow it with Paffron, Inſtance , Menace, 

and Clamour: The | Yonarchy it Self] cout 
not Stand , without Excluding the | 
Dake ; and no way to Prevent the aAddrefs No. 2, 

[ Bloud 74a? was like to Enſue] but 1530. 

| | by an Aflociation. And in Excuſe 

5 | for the Ziherrzes they took, they had recourle to 

. [the Truſt Repoſed in them, by thoſe they Repre- 

th ſented.) If the King Buckles, he's Loft, by his 

Own Act : It he Perfifts in the Negative, there's 

the Ruine of Religion, and the Three Kingdoms 

laid at his Door. If he Trelds, it muſt be either :; 

to the Rzght, and Reaſon of their Demands, or in 
Acknowledgment that they are too Strovg for him, 

which is Equally Dangerous, Both ways: To 

Conclude, what matters it, whether a Prince be 


Loſt 
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Toft by Treaty, or by Violence 2 or whether the 
People be Gul/d, into a Barefacd, or into a Plau- 
fible Rebellion? But: at the ſame time, the Com- 
mon Medium that they Depended upon, to Fither 
End, was the Good Will, and Favour of the Peo- 
ple: And there needed no more to Secure 7hat n+ 
tereſt ; then to pur. their Shams Plaujibly Together : 
And under the Colour of Zeal, for the Pablique, 
to Draw Credit to the /mpoſture. 

At the Firſt Opening ot 7hzis Plot, Almoſt All 
peoples Hearts took Fire at it, and Nothing was 
heard, but the Be/owing of Execrations, and Re- 
venge, againſt the Accurſed MBloudy Papiſts. Tt 
was [mpurtcd at firſt, and in the Gemera/, to the 
I9anciples of the Re/igion; and a Roman-Catho- 
ligue, and 2 Regicide, were made One and the Same 


Thing, Nay, 1t wasa Saying Frequent in ſome of 


cr Great, and Holy Mouths ; that they were Con- 
/ident , there was not” ſo much as One Soul of the 
Whole Party, within his Majeſties Dominions, that 
was not either an AQtor in This Plot, or a Friend 
70't. In this heat, they fell to Picking-up of Prieſts, 
and Jeſuits, as taſt as they could Catch 'em, and 
ſo went on, to Conſult their Oracles, the Witneſſes, 
(with All Formalities of Sifting and Examining) 
upon the Particulars of Place, Time, Manner, Per- 
ſons, &c. while Weſtminſter Hall, and the Court 
of Requeſts, were kept Warm, and Ringing ſtill of 
New Men Come in; Corroborating Proofs, and Fur- 
ther Diſcoveries, &c. Under This 7raix and 
Method of Reaſoning , the Managers Advanc'd De- 


cently enowgh to the Finding-out of what They 
Them- 
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Themſelves had Lai, and Concerted, befor e- 
hand: And, to give the Devil his due, the Whole 
Story 'was but a Farce of ſo many Parts, and the 
Noiſy Enformations no more then a Lef/on that 
they had much ado to go thorough with; even 
with the Help of Dzligent, and Carefull Tutors, 
and of many and many a Prompter, to bring them 


| oftata Dead Lift. But Popery was {o Dreadful 


a Thing, and the Danger of the Kings Life, and 
ot the Proteſtant Religion lo Aſtoniſhing a Surprize, 
that People were almoſt bound in Duty, to be a> 
conſiderate, and Outrageous upon't; And Loyalty 
zt Self, would have look'd a little Cold, and 1u- 
different, it it had not been Intemperate: Inſo- 
much, that Zeal, Fierceneſs, and Jealouſy, were 
never more Exculable, then upon This Occaſion. 
And Now, having Excellent Matter to Work up- 
on, and the Paſtors of the People already Diſ- 


pos'd tor Violence, and Tumult , there needed no 


more then Blowing the Cole of Otes's Narrative , 


to put All into a F/ame: And in the mean Time, - 
_ all Arts, and Accidents were Emprov'd , as well 
toward the Entertainment of the Humour, as to 

the Xindling of it. The people were firſt Zayr'd 


out of their Senſes, with Tales, and Felouſres, and 
Then made Judges of the Danger , and Conſe- 
quently of the Remedy: Which upon the azn, 
and Brzefly, came to no more then Thy. The 
Plot was Laid, all over the Three Kingdoms ; 
France, Spain, and Portugal, Tax'd their Quotas 


| tot; we were All to be Burnt in our Beds, and 
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Riſe with our Threats Cut; and no way in the 
world, but Fxclufton, and non, to help us: The 
['hancy of this Excluſion, Spread Immediately, like 
a Ganzrene, Over the w hole B Body of the Monarchy ; 
and no faving the Life of his Majeſy, without 
Cutting-off every Limb of the Prerogative ; - The 
Device of Attton, paſs'd inicnlibly, into a [ eague, 
ot Conſpiracy 3 and inſtead ot Uniting Pyote- 
ſlatnts, againil jIapilts, Concluded, 11 an Aﬀſoct- 
ation of Slibjects againli ther Doucreeigiyg Con- 
lounding JIoticy, w ith KEeoinion, By tncle Steps, 
tlic Mmazers , I remember, proce ceded to the [n 
[{rument ot thc Aſſociation, that 15S NOW 1 Queſt i- 
co. They Labour'd, at i:1!!, to Sham- 2 off ; for 
the Old Qu een Fllabeth 'S Aiſoci jation [ieviud. Se- 
conlly, That 1 was only the Copy of a Bil that 
had paſs d the tlouſe of Commons: Pur when the 
Matter ppprar fo Foul tizat there was No De- 
fending of ic, they made uic of a 7hird Shift, to 
Evade the Daxzcer, and the Scaxudal, by preten- 
UING that there w as No #7 ich Paper in my Lord 
S} aftesLury' ; Clejet, any ONErWHE, then as They 
that Found it there, Lair 1£ there: And fo they 
Endeavour'd to Tura the Malice, on the Ore fide, 
into a 7rice on the Ciher, Tius Laſt Shuffle was 
as well Cclour'd as the Caic wovid bear; 1n a 
Paner cali'd. [ 4 Zetter from a Perſon of Qualit) 
to 1s Friend. about! addreiſe S and Abhorrers X 
It was an Artificial, Sly Piece, and the Noll: 
Peer more then Suſpetied to have a and int, 
Himſelf 

Now 
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Now as to the Firſt Pretext, ( to (ay notih: 102 
of the State- Craft ot the Od. tſeciation) ) there 
was This Diltter:nce Between them; The Oze was 
tO D: fend the (71205 4 aga1nll any Preteualss LLPON 
the Su2ge/tion of a Falſe Titte'; Fits Other, was 
a Conſpiracy {et up againſt a Juſt, an Legal Ti: te: 


the One was 9s, tw Hork at a Diſt; mee, in Caſe 


ol fuch an Occajton; Thie Other was to Blow-z: 'b Q 
Civil War Immediately, tor fear of [a TH; ry 
Dangers to Come. The Ore I: 14 the Connten.iice 
Of an Z10n agunlt the Qreens Fremies, 2nd (With 
her A/owance, and Conſent; The Other, was 4 
Plot npon the FXinzs Brother : and Again, his 
Majefties Mind, and Conſent. The Ons was, (1n 
tine) a Limited Aſſociation, With Submiſſion to 
Authority; The Other, a Treaf:nous Ojarpation, 
n Defyance, and 10 Deſpite ot Authority 

The Second Cavil was as tl as a Gaze to 1m2- 
1y People, in That Troubleſome Conjuniture; tor a 
Parliamentary Aſſociation 1n Thoſe Days, woulc 
lave been Sacred, even againſt both Law, and 
Goſpel; and theretore Thole that Believd the 
Flam of its being a Bz/ that had paſs'd the Tloufe ; 
( And Conſequently Aſſerted the Reaſon of tho 
Proceeding) reckon'd upon't, that they had zhe 
Wiſedom of the Nation on their fide, on Oze hand, 
as they had, moſt Certaznly, the Fo, ly, and the 
Madneſs of it, on the os] Now 'This 560% 
ferv'd tor a Prote?tion to All that could be laid, 
fayour of the Projett; upon That Texr, But nm 
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Paſſing of That Bill was a Miſtake, for ought that 
I could ever hear to the Contrary. The Ang, 'tis 
True, was Preſs d in't, over and over, as the Ex- 
pedient, fine qua non, tor the Saving of his Life, 
his Crown, the Proteſtant Religion, and his People. 
And it is Obvious to Preſume , that they had Re- 
ſolu'd upon the Draught, the Conditions, and the 
Proviſion of it, betore ever they made any App/i- 
cation about it: Beſide the Manifeſt Agreement 
that was between them, upon ?he ſpecial Matters 
in Iſſue. But in One Inſtance for All. On the 


24th. of Nov. 


1681. There Sate at the Seftons- 


Houſe in the Old-Bayly, a Commiſſion of Oyer and 
Terminer, upon a Bill of IndiFment, tor High- 
Treaſon, againſt Anthony Earl of Shaftsbury. The 


Foreman of the Grand-Jury put certain 


Queſtions 


to a Principal Secretary of State, and a Clark of 
the Councel, that gave Evidence there , about this 
Paper of 4ſſoczation, which coming from a Mem- 


ber of the L 


Proceedings At 
the Old-Bayly, 
London, upon 
the Bill of In- 
d<1&ment for 

High-Treaſon a- 
gainſt Anthony 
E. of Shaftsbu- 


ry. P+ 34+ 


aſt Weſtminſter Houſe of Commons, 


could not but carry Great Weight. 
i.e. | Do not you know, Sir, or have 
not you heard of a Diſcourſe , or De- 
bate, in the Pariiament concerning 
an Aſlociation? Do »ot you remem- 


| ber in the Houſe of Commons , Sir, 
it was Read upon Occaſion of That 


"Btll? ] This Queſtion made many 
People think, that the Noble Peer, 


and the Plot-Managers in That Houſe of Commons, 
were upon the Same Bottom; and that the For- 


mer 
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mer Was only to Execute, what the Orher had 
Contrivd; which was no more, in Truth, then 
the Execution of his Own Purpoſes, and Defigns : 
For his Lordſhips Head, Heart, and Purſe, were 
in at both Ends of the Bus'neſs. 

The 7hird Evaſion was Immediately Blown off 
by Proofs under Mr. Wilſon's Own Hand, over 
and over, ( a Servant of Great Truſt in the Fami- + 
ly) to make Good that the very Paper of Aﬀlocta- 
tions, which was Produc'd at the Old-Bayly, was [ 
found in my Lords Cloſet, according to the Depo- | 
/1tions. 

There can be no Doubt in the World, from 
what is allready ſaid, but that the Xnight-Poters, 
and the Xnight-Undertakers, as to the Bus'neſs of 
the Aſſociation, were Both of a Mind; and that 
there was little Difference betwixt the One and the 
Other, more then that the One Cut out the Work, 
and the Other made-it-up. So that if it was an Ill | 
Thing in Ore, it was ſo in Both, and whether it 
was ſo or not, 15 now to be Enquir'd into; and 
firſt, upon the General, 
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FT" iicrc was a very Loyal Declaraticn rrom the 
Middle 7emple, Pref fented to his Late Ma- 


jelty by Mr. Simders, ( atterwards Lord-Chief- 


Juſtice of the Ning s- Bench ) upon 1 his Subject, 
{ cannot bring an ?ftance, of more Z{onour, Or 
Greater Atl 'bority, toward the Confounding, of ] T his 
Aſſociation, then That Paper, nor an Addreſs more 
Pertinent to My Purpoie, or Better Warranted, 
both in Law, and Reaſon. 


[ 7) Rt Senſe of That F.xecratble 
Iaale-Termple 


| Pap: Fr, Fur port ing = Frame 
Decharation, / 
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your Majeſties Pominions then the Old, Hypacriti- 
cal, Solemn Leavue, and Co vonant, which they 
that were Seduce t0 take, are KI more bound to 
feep, then be that (Foutd Swear to Dlw ther his Fas 
ther is Obliged to Commit thc Parricide. 


it is moſt Ervides; to us, that whoever pro- 
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High Meaſure, Perverted the Laws: And could 

ug wo other Deſign thereb, , then to Oſurp to 
Themſelves, an Arlitrary and Tyrannical Lomi- 
nion , not only over your Subjetls, but over your 


Majeſty alſo. ] 


_ Shall proceed now to the Difſectivg of it, and 
ſee, if the Particulars be not as ul 1 non the 
Fra as the Whele tins been tiere < Hh 
in tne Lump, and : Groſs. The ©20UNd of it 15 
a JaIviſh lot t 7le 7refervar ion of the Kings 
Fo Relation , Laws, and }Icople ys are {ct torth Oo 
| be ihe Tntent of it : 50 that by an Order!y Fxa- 
Minins of One SpA after Anot! ter, it will be 
Eaſily ſcen, how tar t!« Beans here Propownded, 
will Anſwer the Ont 
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[ the MaJe2 IYart either of This JIrttent Jar 
lament, while Sitting, or of the Bembers 


of Both Douircs, Eublcrinynuyg This Qtcctatt- 
0h, when JN9NOKi DR, or DNS, | And wh 


AM one Another 71 the Jiciervation of the 
Crue-JNoteſtait Ret AY 1s Mazgeiifes J2rr- 
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and JIoperties., } And Agaiz/? Whom, are 
they ro Defend, and Aflift : : [ Againſt JPopiſh 
JItteſts, and Jeſuitzs, with the Papiſts, and 
their 4D HERENTS, and 4BE77TERS.Y] 
That fame [ Adherents, a» Abetters } goes a 
Great way ; and needs Another Explanation : But 
what's the Quarrel now ? [ A moſt Pernicious 


and Þelltſh Pot 3] to Deſtroy All, that the 
Aſſeciators have, by Solema, and Sacred Promiſe, 


E maaged Thernſclves, to Preſerve. 
Of ADHE- And now for the [ Adhcrents, and 
RENTS and AUbettcrs Thcre are Several Sorts 
ABEITER- of tiein, There are the Plotters 

Themſclvcs; he Duke of York 3 
he PBercenaty Forces, (a//as, the Ouards 3 ) 
{he Officers t/ ot the Dukes Intereſt has brought 
in, both Fy Sta, and Lands and | AZ that 
HAVE ANJ W47sS Abhert fo iDftm, or 
Them; ! And # A{l fuch as S147. £ Adhere 
Unto Din. | So tit here 1s an Affcctation a- 
gainſt the Ring DimFelf, /or Adhering «x70 /; 
Veother 3 and Conicquentiv, againit AZ the 
Aings Loyal- Sutjetts;, tor 4 idbering to Him, tha: 
Adher'd to his Royal Highneſs; Ww 16h is only 4 
Degree or Relation of Adher2ncy once Remo d. 
Bur ZZeow now 1s This ſame Adberency to Le Un 
derſtood> What 15 it that 1s here CailD an Ab- 
yerency ? And how far does it Extend? Any 
nan that ſhall | Sfrk by Fo2ce to S£t up the 
©ltke's [2etendev Titicz £2 raiſe -anp Wat z 
Tumult, oz Sedition fo2 Pim, o2 by his _— 

man 
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mand] Or that [ upon any Title whatſoever , 
ſhall Dppoſe the Juſt and Righteous Ends of 
This Aflociation ;] Or in fine [ that ſhall 4NT 
1147S Adbhere;] ( which is an Unlimited La- 
titude ; and reaches to Thought, Word and Deed ) 
That Man /s an Adherent. Allway $ Provided, God 
Save the King, | hope. No No. Without | any 
Reſpect of Perſons, 02 Callſes ] 'Tis againit 
the Ouke of Pozk, 02 any other, that hath any 
ways Adhered to the Papiſts in their wicken 
Deſigns : ] So that 7his League 1s as Particular- 
ly Levell'd at the Fing, for Refuſing to ye a 
Bill of Excluſion, as the Votes of Jan. 7. 1680. 
was at the Noble Lords there, for 4dvifing the 
King to Refuſe it. Well! Again: And }VWhay 
Courſe 1s to be Taken at laſt, with Theſe Papiſts 
and Adhberents> Why the Aſſeczators will [ Elt- 
veavour Entirely to Disband All MBercenary 
Forces ] They will | by all Lawfull Beans, 
and by FOce of Arms, it ned ſo require, Dp- 
poſe the ſaid Duke of 7074; and Endeavour to 
Slibdue, Ervell, and Oecſtroy him, if he comes 
into England , and Atl fuch as ſhall Adhere unto 
him. ] They will aifo { with their Joynt and 
JIarticular Fozces, Oppoſe , and Purſue unto 
Ocath and Deſtruction, All ſuch] as aforeſaid. 
But what are thele fame | Jopnt ad JIarticular 
Forces, ] they ſpeak of ? Whence do they Come 2? 
Who Raiſes them? VI ho Leads em? By IW hat Aus 
thority, by What Law, 1s all this done? The 


People are [To follow ſuch Dwers as they ſhall 
trom 
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from time to time Receive from This P?eſent 
JOarltament , while Sitting and the Bajo? 
Jart of it, whe, J2020gued, «7 Oliffolvd ; and 
to Dbey ſuch Dittcers, as ſyall be ſet over them, 
by ths Authozty aforeſaid. | And This they do 
| Kitowing Themtieſves to be Jntriſted, to Ad- 
viſe, and Act to2 the JAelervation of His Baje- 
fp, and the Kiigdom ; and betng perivaded in 
their Conſciences , that the Oangcrs are ſo 
Eminent, and 422efiing, that there oitnht ta 
be no Oclay of the Vit means that are t1 
their JIower to Secure the Kingdom agatiſt 


them. | 
\ A T Hat 15 all this row , but 
/ Ritig, Yonarchy, Par- 
{{amcnts, Laws, Libertics a 


1516rerttes , Cur-rff at a- Stroke - 
The JPAPINE ! 'ejiroy d,, under the Celour of a 
ÞI(ot 3 i! £1 uy » 35 the F/ead of the Papiſts: 
tiic KITE * U \ 4Þ TT r%0 This 0)! Ine! 1 he 
King's } _ ev Gr 7. vir /7elity ro thew Mafter ; 
the Laws Ovcr- ral by a CGvBirz The Oath of 
Alleneance mace YVord. tv Subſcription tO an 
Afſociation + Amy "Wis iament SUNK 1nto 4 
Common-(Urcalti, One re of the Zwo Hor: 
to the Orher + And this | Tuſt and 
JIious Gozk, (as they Call it) Js, tn the Pr: 
ſcnce of God fer a-iot fo2 the Pyeſervation of 
the 7rue- Proteſtunt-ttclivicn ;; WIS JHajeſties Per- 


The Intent, and 
EftcX of the AS- 
SOCIATION,. 


fon, and Royal State, Dur Laws, Liberties, and 


Proper- 


OT Re CE ICS 


O_o | eat... 
6 


tae 
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Properties: | And this to be "ny by the Su-- 


ſcribers [During 7. ] to0, [upon pain of be: 


ing by the Beit JÞzoſccured and Slippreſs d, as 
Perjur A i'\crloas, and Publique Fiemics tO God, 
their /»2 and their Nazzve Country. | Here's 
in Ve breath, an Oath that SPakes them AJ 
Thi, and an Oath that They will JNever be D- 
ther. 3 lis Paper Begzas with an Oath, [| A: 
gatnſt ] a Conſprracy, and Concludes with an Oath 
[ Df ] Confprracy, Tt begins witn m Exclama- 
t10N againlt Teſuites , Prieſts. anu Papiſts, and 
Ends in tie Diſſolution &' WHinzr, Lords, and Com- 
mons. Upon the Whole, it fpeatcs, acither More, 


nor Leſs, o_ the Sexſe, the De/i2n, and (with- 


n 2 little of ) the verv Sylables Ot the Yores 
Themfel ves : And to {1y all in a 0; A ; the One 
is but tie HMHeodel, or tiie Ainutes of the Other, 
1 I ng my Lord Shaft sb4- RP _— 
ries Faf L& | \_ {25 2 NaVe Orme Fiy THY: 
Notcd in ſome of my Writings) a 

Book of the Several Counties of Funaland, Ranged 
in Alphabet; under the Heads of "WORTH T 
MEN, } on the One tide, and "MEN WO R- 
TH ol On the Other, which was [atended, and 
Made uſe of, tor a Diſcriminating Liſt of the Roy- 
alifts, and the Republicans. Under the Cypher 
ot | Yen Wonthy, | was Couci'd the Concert 
i Men CLiozthy to be Vang D. 24s the Preba- 


2 Advantage that tlicy intended to make of 
Tits 


Here was fitewife found 2- 
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This Diſtinguiſhing Regiſter, ( if Rightly Under- 
ſtood) may ſerve to give ſome Light to the Dark, 
and Myſterious Part of the Oxford-Plot, upon 
the Xivg's Perſon 3 The Mercenary Forces , 
and the Paptſts Adherents, in the Sry/e of Theſe 
Times. By the Virtue of This Ro/, and Diſtiu- 
ion, at hand, they could, any time, at a Week, 
or Ten days Warning, Fluſh-up an @utiverſal 
Plot ; Get it Authenticated upon the Oathes of 
Halt a dozen of the Sons of Belial that they had 
in Pay; Put All the Con/ederable Men in the Xing- 
dom, 1nto the Catalogue, and File it at laſt, to 

the Account of the Conſpirators , 
ores Narrative | whoſe j2ames Did not Dccurr at 
4 inLag preſent, ] to Ores upon his Calcu- 

lation of his Narrative. A Thou- 
fand ways might have been Contriv'd, by giving 
2 Hot Alarum; to have taken 'em All in their 


. Beds before they were aware: And at the Same 


time, to Beſet the King with Petitions upon their 
Knees, to give em leave to Provide [ f02 the 
Peeſervation of His Majeſties Perſon , and 
Royal State } to the Tune of the Aſſociation. 
There would have been no more Need of Yong 
the Duke to be Baniſhd, or the King's Miniſters, 
to be [ Remov'd from his Majeſties Councells 


and JIzeſence fo2 ever 3 ] bur there would have 
been Downright Commitments, and Impeachments ; 


and more Work for One Poor Executioner, then 
T1 w_ Dextrous Knaves could have Turn'd their 
Hands to. "Three or Four Dome-Daths , and 


Warrants, 


$$ 
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Warranrs, JmmeDiately Diſpatch d away for the 
Seizure of the Conſpirators, would have left the ? 
Government at Mercy. Nothing can be Clearer, , 
[ think, then that the Oxford Plot was a Branch 
of the Capital Deſign : And that by the Help of 
Shaftsbury's Liſt, they might have Intinitely Fa- 
| cilitated their Work. Now, if it be Reaſonable 
| to Belzeve, that This was a Courſe to turn to 
| Account; it is AS Reaſonable to Believe, that 
they /ntended to make 7ſe of it, and Emprove 
it as the Beſt Means they had Before them. 
There needs no more towards the Satisfying of 
any man, over and above the Evidence, in the 
Foundation , and Truth of the Oxford: Deſige ; 
then to Conſider, how the Whole Fattion were 
Startled at the Summons Thither 3 and the Preſ- 
fing, the Importune, nay and the Menacing Tn- 
ſtances of Application to his Majeſty that the Mee- 
ting might be at Weſtminſter. Theſe Confidera- | 
tions upon the Noble Peer's Book, and the Ox- 

ford Conſpiracies, may ſeem to be a Digreſſion ; 

but whoever duly Weighs them , will find that 


they hang AU on a String, and are only Several 
Members of the Same Plot. 


Re. 
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treffections upen the Whole, 


F Shall now paſs lome Neceſſary Reflect tons up- 
: on the I} hole. - Lhere never was, perhaps, 
ſ:nce the Creation of tie World, ſo much Confu- 
fron Vrenght, by fo Mean, fo Scandalous, and 16 
"17/5 Sp, ftruments ; Lon <) Greaty RoTaes, ro 
be taken into the Anas of Princes: Porters, and 
the Ceurſeſt of Letter-Carryers, to be made the 
Confidents of Publigque Miniſters: Starving Tndi- 


gent Varlets, that had not Credit in the World, 


tor 2 Bramizen Groat, and hivd upon the Com- 
mon Charity ot the Basket, to be a matter of Se- 
ven Hundred Poxnd ont or Pocket, 1n ths Mayes 
ſties Service; as Ores and Bedlo: pretended. 
Sets, to find 7reaſon , In IVords, at length, T7 
Common Poſt- Letters. , ine Four Ru; 71azs to have 
aut 1 wenty Pountl a = tor Murdering the King 
by A{fau/s, znd Sir George Wakeman, F ifteen 
Chouſaid J2ound, on! jor Poyſoning | _ with- 
Cut running tit Fifteenth Fart of the R/que ; 


Nay and Bedloce Fifteen Itundred Pound for 


but Lamang a Hand to the Helping away of a 
Deir ] Tuſtice. Theſe, and a Thouſand Tncredi- 
þ11://:5 more, mult be 47 Believ of or the Wit- 
ne//- round to be moft Damnaly Forſworn ; 

U::i-i5 ir were for the Evidences lake that 


thicy had Credit given 'em; tor the Matter of 
F *. upnaer Such Circumſtances, was Morally [m- 
/ 


'le to be True; And tor the Pyobity of the 
WW itne!- 
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Mitneſſes, they were already as well known as 
the Whipping Foft, tor a Pack of Swearing, Ly- 


ins, Cheating; a Proifiiiate, and an abebbo2'd 


Sort of Mercenary Iilluins: Ard yet {ucit was 
the [nfatuated Credulity of _ Contmon People at 
that Scafon, and ſuch the Bold, and Shameleſs 
Hypocriſy of the Managers ©: 1hat Impoſture , 
that there was no Place, for cither Trath, Or 
FHineſty to Appear. Tine Inference [ draw trom 
This Prepoſtercus way of Proceeding, is, that 
the Whole Story, from End to Fud, W2S 2 Prac- 
tice; that the SUubamers ol the Peri jury, Were 
alſo the Jrotectors,, and the Patrons of it Berth 
under One: And that they tad their Accorplices 


in the Houle of C:mmons,, upon Thy Criſis of 


State, that piayd tne ſame Game winch ther 
Fere-fathers lad done apwards of Ferty Tears 


before. 


[he Karl of Shafcsbury a Buſt te Man in 


CUT Late {r rouGles. 


Ut after the Z7;/tory of the 1/;c- The Charadter| 
kedneſs of Theſe People, it will wakboey, 2 
be Ncedtull to look a }:rtie r1to the 

Woe they Wrought vs; Or at lea aft, to es hd 

pute upon the Catamitou 7 Fe Itctties of That 
fon, and Whence they ro%. th: r Riſe, The Ran 
knows little of the Hit'o 1 5 Oak Troubles, that's 
8 Stranger to tac Lije, Fractice, and Charatter 


a 
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of the Late Farl of Shaftsbury; who had the 
Wit in All Changes and Rev:/utions of State, (til! 
to Turn Tail to the Weather, and Swim with 
the Zyde. And he did Zhis too, by Nature, as 
well as by Application; tor, beſide the Advantages 


of a Mercurial Humour, a Ready Tongue, And a 


Dext'rous Addreſs, he had none of Thoſe Yulgar 
Barrs upon him, of FZonour, Shame, or Conſci- 
ence to. put any Checque to the /mperuous Courſe 
of his Ambitious Luſts: I am not upon the Story 
of his Life; but ir thall ſerve My Purpoſe, to ſay, 
that thorough All the Zfurpations, from Forty 
to Sixty, he came Sailing down ſtill before the 
Wind; and fo trom that time forward, ſteer 
by the ſame Compaſs. 


| N November 17. 1672. His 

Practions ” Lordſhip being already Chan- 
cellour of the Exchequer, and one 

of the Lords Commitlioners of the Treaſury, was 
further Advanc'd, by his Majeity to the Kee- 
ping of the Great Seal, with the 7zitle of Lord 
Chancellour of Fugland : And upon the 8th of 
November 1673. He was Diſchargd of That 
Commiſſion. Upon the Opening of the Parlia- 
ment Feb. 5.1672. His Lordihip, in a Large 
and Elegant Speech, Bleſſes God, and the ing, 


as follows. 


/ 


—— 
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Et us Bleſs God that he hath ? 
given us ſuch a King: to be the Chanczllou F,4 

Reparrer of our Breaches both in Sock, Fs 

Church, and State, and the Reſtorer of 5. 1672. | 

oiir Paths to dwell in; Thot in the | 

midjt of War, and Miſery, which Rages in our | 

Neighbours Countrys,our Garners are full, aud there 
is uo Complaining in our Streets, Gc. Let us Bleſs 8 

| God that he hath given This Ring Signally,the Flearts $ 
of his People, and moſt Particalarly of This Parlia- 

| ment. q 

x Let us Bleſs the Kinp, for taking away All our 

| Fears, aud leaving no room for Jealonties ; for thoſe 
Aſſurances and Fromiſes he hath made us. | 

Let us Bleſs God and the King, that our Reli- 1.5 
£19n 75 Safe; That the Church of England 3s the / 
Care of our Prince; That Parliaments are Satc ; | 
T hat our Properties and Liberties are Safe. What | 
more hath a Good Engliiſhman to Ask, but that 
This King may Long Reign, and that This Tripic= 
Allyance, of King, Parliament, and People, may 
ever be Dillolv'd. 


CEE ISI 


el. Dili. 09 


[s Lord{inps Matters, as yct, EP 
| . , A great StCK- 

went Merrily on, and his j..* $6: che 

Good Humour kept pace with his TEST, EX- 

Good Fortune : Bat fo ſoonas ever the = Ranks 
Vina cameabout, All theſe Bleſſings © 

were thrown over the Left Shoulder : Fhe Clouds 

began now to Gather, and foon after, Diſcharge 

themſelves in a Storm, upon Papifis and Fab- *y 

tique Miniſters, In This Moed they brougnt-on | 
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the Bil! about the Teſt, whereof Andrew Mar- 
vel ( for the Honour of his Noble Patron) gives 
This Account. The Parliament 

Growth of having met the 5th. of Feb. 1672. 
s P19 P-39: [| Prepared an Att before the Mony- 
oi Bill Slpr thorough their Fingers, by 
which the Papiſts were Obliged to Paſs thorough a 
New Statc-Purgatory to be Capable of Any Pub- 
ligue Employment.” ] | Upon this Occaſion it was, 


that the Earl of Shaftsbury, though then Lord 


Chancellor of England, yet Engaged ſo far in 
Defence of That Act, and of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, that in due time it Coſt him his Place, and 


was the Firſt Moving Cauſe of all Thoſe Miſ-ad- 


ventures, and Obloquy, which fince he lies ( A- 
BOVE, of ) UNDER. ] 


TR £1 clerves a Note, the LibellousDe- 
ey Himſe!f. dution Marvel gLVCS the World of 
_ the Kings Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs, as 

well Before, as After This Celebrated Exploit of 
my Lord Shaftsbury's, in a flat Contradidion to 
Nis Lordihips Charafter of the Xing, and to his 
{'eport of the ZZappy, the Safe, and the Peacea- 
ble State of the Government, For whoever reads 
That Pamphlet, will find it only an Artificial 
Scaudal, & Impoſture, Caſt-out to the Multitude, 
upon ſr Purpoſe to make bis Majeſty Odzous to 
Nis Feopſe. One would have thought, that the 
Gaining of the Ze/t-Bill ſhould have ſet their 
Hearts, a Jittle at Eaſe ; but That was not ſuff- 
cient, 
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cient, without calling for [ Faſt up- 

ou Faſt ] [Raifmng the Militia,] | Yo- Feb. 7. 167; 
ting down the Guards ; ] Enquiring 

into Publzque Grievances, &c. which being Said, 
and Done, with a Noverint Univerſi, inthe Eyes, 
and Ears of the Nazzox, 1s ali one, in many Ca- 
ſes, with Ringing the Bells Backward, and Firing 
the Beacons, as 1t the Town were a Burning, or an 
Enemy Landed, and as far as Black-Heath in their 


' March to London. And all, upon the 0!d, and 
' Everlaſting Grouud of Fealouſie, and 
Apprehenfton {till : That 1s to ſay, Addreſs Nov, | | 
® BECAUSE | The Reſtleſs Praftices 5: 1673: FE: 
of Popith Recuſants threatn d the ſub- [0 
ver/ron both of Church and State. ] on 
The Wheel! was now in Motion, and they | 


drove like Fehu, till they Dropt at laſt into Ores's 2 
Bottomleſs Plot, | 
Shaftsbury had been a long time | 
at the Trade of Faſt and Looſe ; and More of his 
what with Induſtry, Craft, Malice, Character. 
and Experzence, the fitteſt Man 
perchance in the Three Xingdoms, to be the Head 
ofa Faction, And he was the FZter tort. becauſe 
his very /nclination promptcd hun to Miſchzef, 
Even tor Miſchiefs ſake. It was his Way, and 
his Tumour, to Tear All to preces, witcre he 
could not be. the Firſt Man in Bus neſs Himſelf. 
And yer All this while, his Pacul/ry, was rather a 
Quirking way of Wit, then a Solidity of Fudsg- 
ment ; and he was much Fappier at Pulling-down, 
hen at Bailding-up. In One Word; He was a 
] z man 
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man of Subtlety, not of Depth; and his Talent 
was Fancy, rather then Wiſdow. His Arts were 
Popular, and atter All his Polztzques, he was as 
great an ZYypocrite in his Vader/ſtanding, as in 
his Manzers ; But the Beſt Incendiary yet, upon 
the Face of the Earth: for he had an Excellent 
Invention, and a Proteſting Face, without either 
Faith, or Trath, Now when the Common People 
arc to be Conzer'd, One Impoſture puts oft Another , 
and Falſe Concluſions follow Naturally, upon 
Falſe Premiſes. This 1s the Brief of his Charac- 
ter, from thoſe that knew, and underſtood him 
Beſt ; and a man cannot do ARzght to the Hiſtory, 
without giving the Next Aze a True Account of a 
Perſon that had ſo Great a Hand in the Confuſtons 
of This: "Tis with the Mobile, as with the Wa- 
zers ; the very Blowing upon them, makes them 
Troubleſom, and Dangerous; and in the End, to 
Overflow their Banks, His Author ſets him forth, 
as the Great Advocate, and Championtor the Bill 
of the Teſt, and makes him, Efteftually a Mar- 
tyr, for the Meritorious Services he did in That 
Af, both to Church, and State. It is moſt Certain, 
that he was a preat ſizcklerin't ; and it is No /eſs 
Certain, that he was afterward, as Y7olent tor the 
Bill of Exc/»/ton; and for Stripping the Roman- 
Catholique Lords, and Commons, of the Vndoubted 
Privileges of their Bzrthright ; Nay, and of the 
Common Benefits of Life, Liberty and Property; 
cither as Reaſonable Creatures, or as Member s of 1 
Political Body. As to his Proteſtaut Zeal; All 
the world knows that he was not a man to Burr 

b 4; 
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at ſtake, tor his Religion; and if he Propos'd to 
himſelf the ſame End, in what he did for the 7eff, 
and what he did, ſome years after, for the Plot, 
the Aſloctattoin and Ercluſion, he had undoubted- | 
ly in his eye, the Rune of the Xing, the Duke of | 
Tork, and the Monarchy, from Firſt to Laſt; and 
Deſigned the One, as well as the Ozher, for an Ex- 
pedient toward the Gaining of his Point. Itlooks 
' _unluckyly too, that Marvel ſhould, with the ſame 
* Breath, ſomuch Exto/, both the Low, and the 
: JPaojertt: for his Whole Book, is a Train of Scandal 
; upon the King, and of Treaſon, againſt him, from 
End to End. The Scribler and the Peer were Both 
Men of Parts, They Knew what was for their Tw::, 
and what Not; and it was Impoſſible for any thing 
to pleaſe them, 1n Government, that wasnot Pern:- | | 
crous to the State, This appear'd abundantly by EK 
the Sequel: For Marvels Pamphlets, and Thi | 
Peers Practices, were the Main licentives and Ez- | 
couragements tothe Following Rebellions. To Cloſe 
Tits Head ; It was the Removal of the Lord, it 
lcems,tuar brought on the Deſperate Apprehenſio:s 
ol Popery; tor, 7n one and the ſame Tear, his Lord- ; 
ihip tound 19 D.ger of it at All; and yet No Living 
for Fear ont ; without any Viſible Cauſe of Chanze 
Intervening. Now when Another Generation 
ihall come to look into the ZZurry, and the Di/tra- 
10u of Theſe Times, they cannot but in Reſon, 
_ preſume, that there was ſome Mighty Bus neſs in't, 
to Produce ſuch Wonderful Efefts : Liitle Imazi- 
ning, that Otes's Popsſh Monſtrous Snake in the 
| Graſs, thould be found at laſt ro be byr « Glow- 
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on. DJ 
worm : But now to the State of the Xingdom, up- 


on thecoming of This Blaſphemous Saviour of the 
Nation, into the World. 


A Short View of the Miſeries that this 
Plot brought upon ws. 


am at a loſs, in the finite Variety of Mi- 


FR /erzes thar IT have now before me, Where to 
Begin. Reres S6u! and Bady, Lite, Liberty, and 
Etiate 5 Jaceace of $Hind, keligion, Kepultatt- 
on,Charity,@Truth, and Tuſtice 5 All, in fine, that 
can be Dear to a Nazzon,toa Chri/tian,or to a May: 


to the Preſent Age, or to Poſterity ; All This, I. 


fav, at take, and Al theſe Privileges, Intereſts, 
Rights, and Dutzes, Swallowed up ina Licenti- 
ous, and Abandon d Contempt, and Violation of 
All Obligations, Sacred, and Prophane, 


How many People had we, that ; 
under the Temptations of Fear, Ava- as —_ 
rice, Malice, Revenge, Envy, Am- 
bition, Sold themſelves to Work Wickedneſs : 
piay d the Zypocrites with God and the Xing ; 
and Betrayd them Both, under the Maſque, oi 
Loyalty, and Religion | How many 1»ſtances had 
we, of people that had no Other Choice betore 
them, but either to Hang, or Damn : and of Per- 
ſons that made their Elettion, ſome the One way, 
and ſeme the Other / Only fo much Money Caſt-17 
on the Swearing-/ide, as if it had been upon an 
Eſtimate, betwixt the 1B0dy, and the Soul, + 
114.0 
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make the Scales Even. And ſo much for Souf 
and Body. Now to Proceed. A 
How many Lives taken away by In Life. 

Perjury and Subornation ; And what 

Security had Any man for his [Life,] when the 
” Kingdom ran as Quick of Falſe Witneſſes, as a 
Cony-Warren of Rabbets, and Every mans Breath 
lay at the Mercy of a Couple of Reprobated Vil- 


lains ! 


Where was the Pree-boru Subjetts 
[Liberty,] When the Kings Witneſſes Tn Liberty. | 
were only the Re-publicans Beagles , | | | 
to Draw Dry- Foot, to the Door of Every ZZoneſt, ) {0 
or but Sulpected Honeſt Man: When Prieſt- 
Hunters, and Prince-Hunters, were One and the 

| Same fort of People? What an /ntelligence was | 
there berwixt the Evidences, and the Catch-Poles 2 an 
Vihen Anights of the Poſt made More Rogues, then 
the Government had provided Priſons to IRELLIVE 
them: When the Engliſh of [Refolvd upon the vr 
Qtettion,] was only [Cake him Japloz.] When {5 
Mittimus-es ran without Cauſe ſhewn, and Com- | 
mitments, as Arbitrary as their MXeepers-Fees. 
When men were 7 aken-up , and Spirited away , 


without Warrants, and made Slaves contrary to 
Law. 


What 7itle had any man to his In Ecare, 
[Eftate,) when a Pair of Afrdavit- 
| Sparks, ( Match't like Indentures, ) could Swear 


I 4 ELL. 
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him Out on't 2 When Guinneys paſs'd for Fopiſh 
Medalls ; Crucifixes for the Reliques of Superſ{:- 
tion: Choice, and Hiſtorical Pitures, in 11onour, 
and Memoriall of the Chriſtian Profeſſion ; When 


Theſe Paintings, I fay, went for the Remains of 


idolatry? When Ordinary Drinking-Plate palſsd 
tor Chalices ; and men were Rifled, Robt'd, and 
Pudone, by the Baſeſt of Felons, under the Maſque 
oi Zeal, and Conſcience ? This was Undenyably, 
Uur Condition, in the Matters of Lite, Libcrty, 
and Carr, / 


” Feazc of Now tothe Next Point, ol | JOCRcC 
1V1.i19, —_ N 'y . 
07 INDE. ] What could be more Mz- 


ferabie, then to hve in Perpetual Feats, Jclon- 


ies, Frinits, and glartims 2 In fear, tor tuc 
Aings Lite; the Proteſtant Religion ; The Peace 
of the Government, Tyranny, Popery, Slavery. In 
Fear for Souls, Bodies, and Fortuacs, Fires, 
Maſſacres, Fortugal-Black-Bills, and Smithfeld- 
Fargers ; In Feat of All that it was Poſſible for 
us to Loſe, or to Suffer; and under an /zncurable 
{Telonits of our Governours, and our Friends, that 
they meant to Bezray us, and to bring All Thete 
EFvuils upon us2 And ſo tor Frights, and Ala- 
rums. Our Danger was to come from A/ (Quar- 
ters of the Heavens. College Searches the Cel- 


{irs in the Palace-lard, tor fear of Gunpowder. 


There was the Black-Feath Army ; The Purbeck- 
Iavahon ; the City-Guards to be Doubled ; Shaft/- 
bury, and Tonre to be Murder d, as Godfrey was: 
And what did they fay, for All This now ? Why: 

L:1C 


awe. 
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the Pulpits are Wiſe ; and They tell of Squibb, 
and Fire-Balls, to make Sport for the Philiſtins. 
Such a Lord ſat up all night, with his Piſtols and 
Blunderbuſſes about him, tor fear of a Riſing. The 
Houſe knew what they Did, when they Yoted 
| the Guards to bea Grievance, and the Militia to 
j be Raisd at a Days Warning. What (Peace of 2 
* £Hinde) couldthere Be ; or rather, What Yo202 
of Thought, did not they Fudure, that liv'd un- 
der the Continual Agony of Theſe Terrours. 


(2 es. 


Neither were we one jot more at 
Faſe inthe Matter of | Religion ; ] for 
they Belyd the very Religion that they pretended 
to ; and the Pradtices of the Fadzon, ran diredtly 
Counter to All the Precepts of the Goſpel, Trea: | | 
chery was calld Truth, and Faith. Slander 
was only Liberty of Speech : JPacrjury, was #al- | 
lowd by the Lips and Credit of a Rings-Evt- 0 
dence. F922gery (it Octected) was but a Miſ- 
take, Rebellion, a True Proteſtant Aſſociation : 

A Shamm-j2arrative, paſs'd for the Dzſcover; 
of a Oamuabic Helliſh JIopitſh JAlot; and the 
People were Stirr t-up, and Jnitrudcd ro Datc, 
and PIcrſecute the Papi/ts, in Deſpite of the Fvan- 
zelical Precept, that bids us [ Love ove Another. ] 
Subornation was Authoriz'd under the Title ol 
acward ; Yurder was recommended uncer the 
Varniſh of JSubligue Juſtice. Atheitm was a kind 
of a Qualification tor a man of [ztereſt, in This 
Matter, becauſe, they were to Talk of God, and 
at the fame Time, make a Mock of the Belict of 

any 


In Rehigion, 
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any ſuch Power ; and it was Reguzfite, that the 
Hardneſs of their Hearts ſhould be Proof againſt 
the Senſe of Divine Vengeance, and Juſtice. There 
was no Room left for Chriittan Charity, when 
Every Papiſt was to Suffer for the Principles of 
his Party ; and when they could Bake Thoſe 
Principles tobe wharever Themſelves pleas d. In 
All their Holy Leagues, Vows, Covenants, and Aſ- 
foctations, they have This to ſav for Themſelves, 
that the Typocrite 15 of No Religion :; and Conſe- 
quently, that [The lifting up of their Hands unto 
the Lord,Jand their Solemn Promiſes Jn tht i2e- 
[circe of Had 3] are of No more Force upon people, 
that do not Acknowledge a God, then the Oath of 


a Few upon the Four Fvangeliſts, 
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In Reputation. . Tnthe Matter of Reputation ; How 

.. have we Loſt vur ſelves, at Home, 
and Abroad, by Believing Things, (upon Second 
Thoughts) Jzcredible, and ["Beiteving ]too ; upon 


the Teſtimony of Known Fa/ſaties, and Blaſted Cri- | 
nals) By ſetting the Evidence of Common H:re- F 


U"inzs and Scoundretls,againit the Character,the 7ry d 
Faith, Integrity,and Inconteſtable Loyaity,of Men of 
£7enour ! The King,the (Zueen,the Duke,and fo ma- 
:1y other 7luftrious Perſons, on the One (ide, to be 
Confronted by Miſcreants, on the Other ; not tote 
Nam 4 in the Same Page! How have we Expos d 
ihe Dientty ob our very Profeſſion, to make it a 
Point of Conſctence to work ſo Great a YVillany / 
An Inſtance of oar Zeal,to Purſue it 1nto lo many 


Parbarous Extremeties ; and, which is more then 
All ; 


nn a 
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All; to caſt a Proteſiaxt Cover over One of the 
Lewdeſt Impieties that ever was under the Sun, 
and to make it an Impulſe of our Religzon, which 
was only a Perjurious Conſpiracy of State ! It has 
Loſt us to the Preſent Age thoroughout the Chrz- : 
/tian World; for the King receiv'd not fo much / 
asone Complement of Gratulation, from any of the ; 
Forreign Miniſters, for his Deliverance ; which 
would have been Otherwiſe, it any of them had 
Believ'd it ! It leaves us Expos'd likewiſe, to Af- 
ter-Times ; Eſpecially, Conlidering that fo great 
Care has been taken by Some for the 7 ranſmitting 
of the Impoſture ; and lo Little, by Others, for the | 
Propagating, and Confirming of the Truth. | 


And now again we areas much Loſt 1 Charity, 


in the Offices of Charity,Truth,and 

Juſtice, T7his Plot has turn'd Religion into a Fa- 

tion; and the Animoſity which it has begot in | 
us toward Roman Catholiques, has utterly Extin- 

guiſh d the Love, and Yeneration, we Owe to Chr-- 

ſttanity it jelf, 


As to the Next Point ; Truth and Truth 

Talſhood have Chang'd Places; and, 

according to the Mode of the Times, the very 
Quality ot it is Inverted too. [Truth] is Ridice!iz; 
the Witneſſes ; Invalidating the Plot; Arraigning 
the Juſtice of the Nation; and Popery in a Di/- 
guiſe ; whereas Falſhood, or Perjury is a Thing to 
' Bleſs God for; a Miraculous Diſcovery ; a Suljeit 
| to beg a Per/jon upon ; a Wonderful Service tothe 
» Protelt ani 
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Proteſtant Religion ; and what was This Plot at 
Iaſt; but a Blaſphemous Slanderous Imagination, 


made up of Lies and Contradidions 2 as I ſhall 
ſet forth by and By. 


And Juſtice. Now, over and above all the Reſt; 
How was the Juſtice of the Nation, 

Abus'd,and Impos d-upon by the 7 rumperies of Con- 
federacy, and Prattice ; even to the Confounding 
of Right, and Wrong ; Good, and Evll ; and In- 
verting the very Order, and Equity of Reward, 
and Puniſhment / How many Innocent Men 
were Clapt-up, and Mept, upon Unconſcionable 
Expence, 'till all they had left in the World 
was little enough to Clear the Charge of the 
Priſon : without Any Cavſe Aſrgnd; without 
ever being brought to Krow therr Accuſers, or 
their Accuſation; and forcd to Content them- 
'elves, (upon their Fumble Petition) with the 
Hope ol a Mercifull Pote, in the Concluſton, for 
their Di/charge, [Paying their Fees] without azy 
Reparation ; while Suborners, and Falſe-Witneſſes, 
Pelter'd the Lobbys Barctacd, with their Crimes 
as Oper, as it they had been Writ in their Fore- 
heads : So Sacred was Villany, and fo Hazardous 
was It tor any man to do his Duty. "Tis true,that 
upon the Fir!t Springing of this Cauſe, a man 
might tor want of Judgment, T hought, or Foreſight, 
Charztably, and Innocently enough be Mz/led, of 
Miſtaken. The Evidence was Pofitive, and Bold ; 
the Fact ZTorrid ; ſo many Conſpirators of Quality, 
to Countenance the Tale, and Formalities of the 
Law, 
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Law, in favour of the W:itneſſes : But yet after- 
ward, when the Maſque came to be Taken off, and 
the whole Web of the Y7i/lany to be Unravel d; the 
Juſtice of be Natzon did Zhen Suffer, 1 fay, in the 
Opinion of the World, for not doing Immediate \ 
Right upon theſe Miſcreants, to a Diſtratted State, z 
and People : to the Orphans, and the Widows,that 
theſ: Forſworn Wretches had made, and to the 1- : 
ocent Bloud that cry'd for Yengeance. It gave them 
ſome ſort of Reputation, to let 'em 7Triumphſolong 

in their Wickedneſs; Infomuch, that a Friend of 

mine Burnt his Fingers in the Caſe of Otes, even 

tor bringing the Bear to the Szake, at Laſt, Why p; 
This will Deſtroy the whole Plot, they Cry'd, as \ 
it the leaving of a Neſ?-Ezg would have been iuch | 
a Comfort to the Nation. Iſpeak, in This Place, 1+." 

rather of Publique, then of Private, and Perſonal | 

Juſtice ; for the Indignities they put upon the | | 

Government, were ufinitelyabove the Injuries, of | 

here and there a Member of it: for they Swore the 

Monarchy it ſelf to Death, as well as the Fapi/ts. 

They Embroil'd the Order, and they Unſettled the 

Foundations of it. Under Colour of Securing the 

Kings Perſon, they Cramp'd his Prerogative ; and 

took away peoples Znheritances for icar of their 

Religion: How many 1ncapacities and Diſabilitzes 

have we ſeen Created upon the Same Score 2? 

Now I take the Reaſon of the Caſe, The Cafe hotas 

betwixt a Przvate Cheat, and a Pub- betwixt a Chear 

lick, to be much the Same. It a man _ Wh, _ 

Wins my Money by Falſe Dice, and 

| can Prove it, [le have my Money again: =_ 

why 
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why ſhould not this Equity hold as well now,in the 
Caſe of a Fadtions getting any thing from a Govern- 
ment, by the Help of Falſe Witneſſes. There's a 
Plot Afirm'd, Warranted, and Sworn. We ſhall loſe 
our Ptince, they Cry, our Religion, Laws, Lives, 
and Ltbertics, unleſs we have ſuch and ſuch Powers 
put into our hands, to Prevent, or to Diſappoint, the 
Danger. The 7:elding, on the One fide, is, in Con- 


fidence, and upon Condition of ſuch a Deſperate 


Plot, on the Other. Now 1t there be J20 Plot, 
there's INo Bargain: Nay, and tis a Worſe Mat- 
ter Pet; if what was Demanded for a Security a- 
gainſt Dne Devi/iſh Plot, ſhall Appear Evidently 
to be Jutended, and Applyd, toward the Promo- 
ting, and the Strengthning of Another. A Lapida- 
ry tells me at a Horrible Price, That which He 


Warrants for a Ruby of the Old Rock, I Buy it of 


him accordingly. Now if it prove afterward, to 
be only a Paſt, ora Doublet ; My Remedy is good 
againſt him. But ſhall Equzzy Relzeve a Puvate 
Man, in a Cheat of Trade, and will there lye No 
Relief, for a (Lihole Politique Body, againſt a 
Cheat of State ? Eſpecially, where there's Mz/- 
chief, and Premeditate-Malice, Super-added to 
the Fraud: That is to ſay ; where the Pretended 
Means of PNeſtrving the Xing, are Meant, and 
Emprov'd for his Oecftrucion. In ſuch Inſtances 
as theſe, Common Fuſtice requires that Matters 
may be put into the State they were in, Before ; 
tor otherwiſe, it will lye in the Power of a Brace 
of Proſtitute Knaves, to Swear the Government 
oft the Hinges, To Conclude; This Impions Difſo- 


uti; 
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lution of Faith, and Good Manners, made the King- 
dom as M;ſerable, as 'twas poſſible to be, withous 
Plague, Sword, Peſtilence, and Famine ; and AJ, 
Charg'd upon the Account of the Papi/ts, by the 
Patrons and the Inſtruments of the Oppoſite {ntereſt. 
Upon the whole Matter, we have _ 
had Sayzrg, and Swearing, Abun- 4. Sg I 
dantly, (and Nothing elle) in 4f- is q 
firmance of the Popiſh Plot. Not ſo much as a 4 
Letter, not a Commiſſion Produ'd, to Help a 
Lame Dog over the Style; Not ſo much as One 
Paper found, upon the Stricteſt Search of Popi/h 
Houſes, Lodgings, Boxes and Cabinets (Colemans 
Letters Excepted) to Countenance the Evidence : 
Not a Couſpirator taken in the Manner ; nor | 
much as One Material Witneſs in the Cauſe, that 
did not Open for Bzead and Reward, and Eat 
the very Price of his Oamnation, His Pardoz | 
Securd him in the Falſe Accu/ing of Himſelf, and | 
his 4Yowance Encourag'd him, in as Falſe a Teſti- #41 
mony again(t Others : Whereas the Proceedings on 
the Orher hand, were only One Contina d Series of 
Reſtleſs Importunities , Expoſtulation , Slander , 
and 7umult. Do 
There wasa Great Streſs laid, tis True,upon Mr. 

Colemans Letters ; which, in reſpe&t mr. colemans 
of his Over-buſy Intermedling in Mat- Letters, 

| ters of State of ſo Great Moment ; Together with 

Several udecenczes in the Wording of them, are 

| not, upon any Terms, to be Defended. Who- 1s 

ever knew him Well, knew him robe a Forward nt 

Lealous Man, in His way ; and upon That Confrde- | 


ration, 
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ration, I told a Gentleman of Great Fonoxr, and 
my Particular Friend, the Apprehenſons T had 
(when he was jult 7aken-yp, and betore Any of his 
Papers were Seiz'd )of the [nconventzencies, that his 
Careleſs, and Duwary Way of Writing, and Keep- 
ing Papers by lum, would bring upon the IWhole 
Party,if they Search'd 77s Study : For, to be lure, 
Things would be Interpreted at the Wor/?. Sol 
Sayd, and fo it Provd : But it was not upon the 
Plot of his Letters, but upon the Plot that Ores and 
Bedloe ſwore againſt him, that Ze ſuffer d : So that 
even ſuppoſing the Worſt that cah be /magin'd, ol 
his Letters, he Dyd yet, upon the Oaths of Two 
Perjur dVarlets ; That is to ſay ; rf Oteses Plot 
was an /mpoſture: For, Colemans Plot could have 
No Relation at all to a Plot that had no Beetng. 
His Main Bus neſs was, to get Mony, tor the Enter- 
zainment of his ZTumour, 1n an Expenſive T rain,and 
Equipage : To that End he Got it; and in That 
Way he Spent, by much the Greater Part of it. His 
Pretence was the Gratifying of Members, in order 
to the Service of the French Tutereſt, and to Try 
what might be Doze, toward the Diſſo/ving of the 
Parl;ament, and procuring Liberty of Conſcience. 
[The Stibverſion and Stlbduing of the Pettilent 
J2otthern Herefie] in one of his Letters to Mr. Le 
Chaiſe, was a Rude, and a Dangerous Expreſſion, 
but not one jot a-kin yet, to his Yr /vity or Appro- 
bation, of Groves, and Fickerings Shooting the King, 
or the Deſign of the Four Ruftans, that was Sworn 
againſt him by Ozes ; and the 10000 /.to Sir George 
Wakeman, tor Poyſoning his Majeſty ; as was given 
12 Teſtimony upen the Oath of Bedlee. In fine; Cole- 

mans 
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mans Letters were but Braſs Grazns Calt into the 


Scale, to help out Light Gold, and to make the 
Other Evidence Weight. i 


Heſe Letters of Mr. Colemans, —_— my 
and the Somerſer- Houſe Gam- Two Sup of 
bole upon Sr. Edmundbury Godfrey, thePlor. 
[ look upon as the 7woSttits of the 
Crippled-JÞIlot. They have neither Life, nor Sex/e 
in 'em. But without many Words in This Place, 
[ have Some Thoughts, and Hopes, of giving the 
World fuch an Account of the #Zi/tory of That 
Fantaſtical Murder; (Tat is to ſay, it my Life, 
and Health will give me Leave,) as it ſhall be No 
longer a Queſtion, how he came by his Fnd. For I 
have Materials enow by me, upon the Oaths of Vu- 
queſtionable Witneſſes, not only to Trace the Mat- 
ter of Fact, from End to End, (Bating tne Proof of 
the very Stroke 1t ſelf) but to lay Open a Great 
Part of the Prattice, in the Manage of the Procee- 
ding, for the making of a Popular Cauſe on't. I {hall 
thew, how Evidences were Stified, Diſguis d, Re- 
jetted, Unfaithfully ſet down, and as Unfaithfully 
Reported: And though the Contradttions of the 
 Witxeſſes to the Murder, over and above Commor 
| ſenſe, and Reaſon, might ſerve to Convince All 
 Mortals of the Iniquity of This Fuggle; 1 ſhall yet 
| make Thoſe Zrconfiſtencies the Leatt Part of My 
Bus neſs. This is enough to fay at prelent; Saving 
; only, that I do no more doubt of his Fang upon 
* his Sword in the place where his Body was found, 
| then I do of Any thing in Nature, which 1 my ſelf 
mid not fer the Aoing of. N That 
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Hat there was a Plo?, no man 
A Plot, under in his Right Wits can pretend 
a Plot. to Doubt; and if Oreses Narrative 
was 4 Sham, it ſelf, there was Some 
Other Plot in the Setting-up of That Plot: and a 
Plot that was to be Carry d-on, under the Cover of 
the Comnterfeit. We cannot find any Trace, or 
Foot-ſteps of That fame Popiſh Plot, more then 
trom the [ncredible Informations of Incredible Mer- 
cenaries:; The very Matter, and the Men, be- 
ing Equally a Scandal ty the Evidence; and the 
Charafters of the Accuſers, and the Accuſed, as 
Contrary one to the Other, as Light is to Dark- 
eſs. Theres Jnfamy Oppos'd to Donour 53 Pet- 
fidy to Faith; Bale to JNoble; and in ſhort, the 
Scum, and Dreggs, of the Nation, for the ACCtk 
ſers, and the very Pi/ars of the Monarchy, for 
the Traptoz2s, Let no man ſay Mtracles are 
Ceas'd; and Swallow This. He that has the Faith 
to Believe, that ſo many Proſtztute Criminals, be- 
came Men of [ntegrity, and Conſcience, all in an 
Inſtant ; and Believe Thu too, upon their own 
Bare Words for't, againſt the Habitual, and the 
Perſevering Lewdneſs of their Lives, and Con- 
verſations, to Prove the Contrary: He, I lay, 
that could Believe This, on the One hand; and 
Then, that ſo many Perſons of Emznent, and Ex- 
emplary Worth, and Dignity, All, in the Same Mo- 
ment, ſhould Turn Apoſtates, on the Other, might 


| as well be Impord upon, to Believe, that the 


Fall » Angels have Recover d their Primitzve Star 
£108; 
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tion; and that the Glorious Spirits, that have 
ſtood Firm ever '{ince their Creation, have now 
Joyn'd in a Rebe//ion againſt their Maker. If a 
man may Collect any thing, from Strong Pre- 
ſumptions , and Improbabilities Innumerable , the 
Principal Abettors of Oteses Sworn Plot for the ſa- 
ving of the Xing, were, Themſelves, Conſpirators 
in an Under-Plot for the Deſtroying of him : and 
there needs no more, for a Final Proof of This, 
then a Short Summary of what I have Deliver'd 
* allready. 


Hey did all they could, to Confuſion, and ny 
leave the Xing pros MO- CET F: 

NET, POWER, CREDIT, nor fignd. | 

FRIENDS: To Strip him both of 

his Parlzamentary, and his Pardoning Prerogative ; 

the Command of his Militia, and the Choice of his v1 

Oficers. They made it Penal even to A4ſſert his | 

Regalittes , or come Near his Perſon; and when 

they had gone as far, as the Plot, and Popery 

would Carry them, they Join'd in an Expreſs 

League of Afloctation to take up Arms againſt the 

ing Himſelf , and to lay Violent Hands upon the 

Government : So that as they Began with the Ne- 

| ceſiity of Excluding the Duke, tor fear of the Plot ; 

They Ended, in the Opinion of as Abſolute a Ne- 

p ceſity, of Difſolving the Monarchy for fear of the 

| King. By Theſe Methods, they proceeded, from 

| Bid, toWorſe; 'till they had paſsd, Gradually 

| thorough all the Degrees of a Seditious Progreſs, 
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trom the 7ypocritical Pretence of 4 Tenderneſs for 
the Life of their Sovereign, to the Laſt Ferempto- 
ry Determination of taking the Crows oft from his 
Head. It either Thought, Word, or Deed, Pro- 
iett, Contrivance, or Execution, might paſs for 
the Proof of any thing, bere 15 a Pl/9t under a 
Plot, made as Clear as Truth it ſelf: A Plot in a 
M eſtminſter-Committee , as well as.in a MAings- 
Head Cluh. There was all done by the P/otizug 
Part of t aem, toward the Ryze oj the: King. rat 
Sprite, Art, and Induſtry were Ace to do. [| ULite 
the nights, GOc.] in the Aſſociation, Wes, im 
Plain Engliſh [We the Conipiratos; ] tor che 
Members If the Preſent Sitting Parliament took 
upon Themſelves the Authority of [ StiddUing , 
Expelling, and Deſtroying) [10uing out of 0-- 
ders, and Raijing of Forces ;] Or in Cie ol being 
Prorog ud or Diſſolud; | the Majority of the Sub- 
 fnibins Members, ] were like Cromwe:'s Major Ge- 
nerals again, to Govern in the Counties, Cities, 
and Burroughs, tor which they were Choſen. Now. 
the Busnels, had never come to an Aſſociation, it 
ſeems, if his Majeſiy would have Hearken'd to 
his Parliaments; tor [the Danger 
The Atlociation was timely foreſeen ( they lay ) by 
ſeveral Parliaments. ] And [J20t- 
Ibid. withſtanding ail tze Continual Cit- 
 deavours 6f Jariiaments to Oct!- 
ver his Pajeſty from the Councells, and £:;t ot 
the Power of the ſaid Ouke of York, Yet ytis 
Intereſt, &c.] [ Even in Oppoſition to the 43 
vice and D2per of the Laſt Parliament.) And to 
again, 
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again, { (Ue have Endeavorr'd in a Parltarhen- 
tary-THay, t6 Barr. £ xclude, and Bani/h Him fo2 
ever, &c.] [Bur the Firſt Yeans of the King 
and Kingdoms Safety being Kejectedz &cc. | 
[CUP have thought fit to Þ2opoſe an 79/02 of /74- 
tual Defence, ND Aſſt ance, &c.] From hence it 
appezrs that they Ainid at the Same 7hing upon 
the ain, in their Votes, and Addreſſes, that 
the, aw in the Aloctation; and that they weac 

Both Govern'd by the ſame Influence; and that the 
whole 7ra& was but the ſame Conſpiracy. SO that 
it 5 now ſomewhat a Clearer Caſe, ho they were 
that De/zn'd the Murther of the Xing, then Who 
Burnt Lou (the Opinion of the Houſe, Jan. 10. 
16t0. notwithſtanding) It would be Pleaſant 
enough (4t it were not allmolit 7hamane to take any 
Pleaſure in a Diſcourſe upon this Subje&t) to {ce 
how direct a Counter-part the 7ruth of the Story 
was to the Fiction; for 7 hey Themſebves were to 
do all thoſe Things, which they chargd upon the 
Papiſts. "There were to be Sham-Flots, Cutting 
of Throats, and Burning of Towns. How did they 
Tamper , and Practiſe with the Wrneſſes, Brite, 
Suborn , eng / All theſe Things were laid at 
the door of the Papiſts, wlule they ; Deſign A, and 
Did, thoſe v ay Things 7 hem/elves. 

[/1itneſſes ( ſays the Addreſs) ar2 Nov. 29. 1522, 
Attempted - be Corr upted and wo 

only Promiſes of Reward, but of the F aVouT of your 
Majeſties Brother made the {ot tt CS TIT th OIr C07)! - 


plyance.] Was not this tize verv Coun! they 1445 
with Otes, with Prance, with Fitz Llarrs 2 un f 
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briefly, what were All their Mediations tor ? Their 
Secret Examinations, Importunities for Reward, 
Recommendations to Deaneries; and the Good Word 
of the Committee ſtill, in their favour 2 What was 
all This, I fay, but the ſame Saddle ſet upon the 
Wrong Horſe. | Divers of the moſt 
Conſiderable of your Proteſtant Subjetts 
have Crimes of the Higheſt Nature Forged again{l 
them; the Charge to 5. Supported by Subornation | 
and Perjury, that they may be Deſtroy d by Forms | 
of Law and Fuſtice.] Was riot This the very Caſe 
of the Duke, the Lords, and other Perſons of Zo- | 
nour , and Quality 2 Were not the Prieſts, the Je- 
ſuits, and the Other Pris ners upon the Account 
of the Phot; Outrag'd at their Tryals in the very 
face of the Bench, by the Scomms, and Fxecrati- 
ons of the Rabble2 When the- [uſolencies of the F 
Mobile, ( to the Scandal of That Popular Licenſe) Þ 
made it liker a Bear-Garden, then a Court of Ju- | 
 flice2 And then, when Falſe Witneſſes had Sup- 
preſs'd, and Out-fac'd the Truth, and Shamw'd the 
Impeſture, both upon Bench, and Fury; the Au- 
thority of Four Parliaments is YVouchd, for the 
Credit of the Abuſe. Nay the Invention was 0 
Pompous a piece of Trumpery, that, EffeCtually, 
they made it a kind of Raw-head-and-Bloudy- 
 wia, Bones, to the Common People | We can 
only Aſcribe it (they fay ) to an Over- 
| ruling Providence, that your Majeſties Reign is ſtill 
f Continu'd over us; and that we are yet Aſſembled 
to Conſult the Means of our Preſervation:] As who 
ſhould fay ; *tis &en a Mercy that we have not w 
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All onr Throats Cut in our Beds, by Theſe Bloudy 
Papifts: When yet all this while, not ſo much as 
a Popiſh Mouſe durſt peep out of his ZZole, for fear 
of an Evidence, or a Catch-pole ; for they had their 


State-Weazels Ferreting up and down in every 
Corner. 


A Short Hiſtory of Otes. Wh 


S for Otes now, that was no man of Form, 

and Ceremony, but according to M. Hunts 

Quaint CharaRter of him, rather [Jncurious,] and 
{Apert] the ſaid Mr. Ozes, I fay; never ſtood upon 


| the Scruple of the Parenthefis in the Revenging | 
Vote, [WHICH GOD FORBID] but like a Wh 
Son of Thunder, call d a ſpade a ſpade; and by the j 
Dint of Oaths, and Matedittions, Carry'd Three 


Kingdoms betore him. A Plain Blunt Man, they | 
cry'd; He did not love to Mince matters; This \.-i\ 
was his Charatier. He was for Freedom of Speech, 
and fo it appeard , upon the Executing of a Wrzt 

of Enquiry, at the Bar of the Aings-Bench at Weſt- 

minſter, June 19. 1684. The Duke of Tork ha- 

ving brought an Action againſt him upon the Sta- 

tute De Scandalis Magnatum: But wee ſee ſome 

of his Flowers there. 


Fe ( Duk E of York's a Traytoz, The Account of 


(fays he) fol. g. A Raſcal, a the manner of 
Papiſt; avd a Trapto, fol. 17. 4 Executing a | 
Traptoz, (again) and in the Plot. =k » £0qui- 
I9. He ſhall be Dangd, fol. tz, F 
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hall Erve to fee him ſang, fol. 16. 4nd f)ang'd, 
fol. 17.. We'le have no more regard for him, then 
if he. were a Scavenger of Kent-ſtreet, fo! 14. 7 
hope to ſce him at the Barr of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, where there are many Better men then Ye, 
P.14,15-. Uf the Dewil has a Flate in Hell Hot- 
ter then Other, 1 bope he will bejiow it upon him. 

fol. 18. ] : 

\ 

Tes was a Free ſpoken Man, we 
ſee; and there's an End ont. 
His Zrujt was in That Part of the 
Parliament, that put their 7r«/t in Zim; who 
were ſo far trom Checking him tor Thele /»ſolen- 
cies, that They Careſs d, and Encourag'd him; 
And his Evidence, forſooth, Atond tor his Sawc;- 
neſs: But all Liberties againſt the Governmen! 
were at that Time /nd:/g'4; and whatiocver ſerv d 
either to make his Majetiy Cheap, or Odious, was 
Welkome to them. What was the Printixg of the 
Votes, Addreſſes, and Colemans Letters tor ; but 
to Expoſe the Xing, under the Colour of Enforming 
the People > They law how Audaczouſly Otes Trea- 
ted His Majeſty Himſelf, and how 
See Otes'es Nar- he Belyd his Own Narrative, by 
Ee  antpp, bringing His Royal Highneſs into 
kerings Tryal, the Plot; after a | So help me God | 
fo. 22, that the Duke was JNot 7n the Pht : 
Nay, that he was to be Murder d as 
wel} as the King; and that the Jeſuits had no hope 
of Gaining him. Beſide a Further Oath at the Lords 
Barr, Off. 30. 1678. That he believd the Duke 


Tyno: 


His Infolencies 
Encourag'd. 
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Innocent. If This Wretch had not been made utc 
of as an 1uſtrument toward the Compaſſing of his Pa- 
trous Ends, he would have been Deliver'd over to 
Everlaſting Jnfamy, and Exemplary Puniſhment. 
So [mpudent. and fo Blaſphemous an [mpoſtor, up- 
on the very Point of Morality, and Example, 

would never have been Endurd; Bur his Bus neſs 
was only to Queſt and Spring to his Maſters, while \ 
they were to Fly at the Game. No wan that had 
not Deſ1gnd Ruine, and Diſhonour to the Royal |; 
Family, would over have Countenanc d him at this 1 
rate. Tie very Suffeerance did Sufficiently Mani- 
teſt the Good-W2/Z they had to what Otes was then 
a doing. Upon the Whole Bus'neſs + it is as Clear 
as Noon day, that the J2arrative-Plot was a Cheat ; 2 
and that [We-the-Rnights-Plor, | was a Formal, | 
an /mpeus, and a Deſperate Conſpiracy. This 1s 

Clear, I lay, from the very Acts, and Irſtrument:; 

of the Defenders, and Supporters of the Oze, and | 
likewiſe, from the Zarmony of their Co- operal ir 

Marinades toward tie Accompliſhing of the Other. 

But to come to tizie Root; the Morher-Plot was 

the Pretended Conſult , at the WWhite- Hor /e in the 

Strand; on the 24th of April, 1678. where _ 

Bloudy Reſolution was Taken; and the Reſult ca 

ry d Sr by Otes, from Houſe to Houſe, as if 

there had been no more int, then tic Gathering 

of a Pariſh-Tax. Take away that Conſult, and the 

BaZel lies in the Duſt, 


(154) 


Otes Try'd, and Convitt of Two Perjuries. 


N the 7th Tear of Oreses Reign ; That 15 to ſay, 
[| upon the 87h and gth Days of May. 1685. 
Otes was brought to his 7ryal, upon Two Inditt- 
ments, for ({lillfull, Malicious, ad Corrupt 
Þerjury, at the King's: Beuch-Bar at Weſtminſter, 
before the Lord-Chief-Juſtice Feffreys, and the 

reſt of the Judges of That Court. 
Otes'es Try! 8 The Former; [ for Swearing in Ire- 
upon the Con- 
ſult fol. 57. lands Tryal, tbat there was a T rea- 
\Sonable Conſult of the Jeſuites held 
at the White-Horſe i» the Strand. Ap. 24. 1678. 
And that Fle himſelf was Preſent. ] And the Q- 
ther; | for Swearing that Mr. Ire- 
Otes'es Second land, (who had been alr eady put to 
Tryal fol.44- Death upon Oteses Teſtimony) was 
in London «pox the Firſt or Second of 
September 1678. Aud likewiſe for Swearing That 
He took hu leave of him at hs Chamber in Ruſlel- 
ſtreet, between the Eighth and Twelfth of Au- 
guſt, 1678. ] He was found Guilty upon Both 
Indiftments: The Former, by the Teſtimony of 
[ Two and Twenty TUitneſles 
Otes'es Trzal that Swore direttly, that he was Not 
fol. 87. here in London, the 24th of April. 
1678. ] And not onely ſo ; but 
[ They Swore Direttly that he was in another Place, 
at That Time. ] I had the Honour to take their 
Enformation;, my elf, and I reckon it my Duty 
to do them Right, upon Thy Occafion, in ſaying, 
( ove! 
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(over and above the Eminent Quality of the Per- 
* ons) that it was Impoſſible for Men to be 7en- 
» derer, or more Scrupulouſly Cautious in what they 
| Swore. He was ConviGed likewile, 
the Second Day, upon the 7eſtimo- Tryal p. 52. 
» ny of Fozty Seaven. Witneſles , 
| and moſt of them Perſons of a very Con/iderable 
Charafter. Now 1t Otes was not in London, the 
Plot falls, and AJ] the Branches of it, and the 
Superſtruttures upon 1t, go tor Nothing. Thy in 
& {fhort, was the Seed-Plot, 7ha? brought forth 4/ 
” the Reſt. 

After this General Account of the 7ryals, and | 
Convictions of this Perjur'd Wretch, Vie Conclude, | 
with his Sextence at Large, as it was Pronounc'd 

by Mr. Juſtice Withens, on the 26th of May. | | 
b | | 2GTF; 
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Otes'es Sentence. 1 


| js: The Court does Order for a Fine, That 


you pay a Thouſand Marks «pon Each [n- 
dittment. | 


; Secondly, That you be Stript of all your C au0= 
| wical Habits. 

| Thirdly, The Court does Award, That you 
Stand upon the Pillory, and 1n the Pillory, here 
before Weſtminſter-Hall-Gate, upon» Munday wext, 
for an Hours time, between the Fours of Ten and 
Twelve, with a Paper over your Head, (which you 
muſt firſt walk with, round about all the Courts in 
Weſtmin- 
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Weſtminſter-Hall ( declaring your Crime. And 
That is upon the Firſt Inditment. 

Fourthly, (On the Second Indidtment) Zpoyx 
Tueſday, Ton fhall ſtand pon and In the Pillory, 
at the Royal Exchange i» London, for the Space 


of an Hour, between the Flours of Twelve and Two : 


with the ſame Inſcription. 

Jou ſhall upon the Next Weaneſday, &e Whip 
from Algate 70 Newgate. 
open Fryday, Tou fhall be Whipt from New- 
gate to Tyburn, by the Hands of the Common 
Hlang-man. 

But Mr. Otes we cannot but remember, there 
were feveral Particular Times you Swore Falſe 
about: And therefore, as Annual Commemora- 
tions, that it may be known to all People, as 
long as you Live; we have taken Special Care 
of you, tor an Annual Puniihment. 

pon the 24th of April, Every year, as long as 
you live, you are to ſtand Upon the Pillory, and [; 
the Pillory, at Tyburn, ju/# Oppoſite to the Gal- 
lows, for the ſpace of an Four, betwixt the Fours 
of Ten and Twelve. © 
 Tou are to Stand Upon and Ia the Pillory, here 
at Weltminſter-Hall-Gate, every Ninth of Au- 
ouſt in every Tear, ſo long as you Live: And that 
it may be known what we mean by 1t, tis to re- 
member, what he Swore about Mr. 7reland's be- 
ing in Town between the Eighth, and the Tweltth 
of Auguſt. 

Tou are to Stand Upon, and In the Pillory, at 
Charing- Croſs, oe the 10th of Augult, every Tear 


durin? 
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during your Life, for an Zour, between Ten aud 
Twelve, 
The like over againſt the Temple Gate upon the 
FE Eleventh. 
And upon the Second of September, (which 1s 
* Another Notorious Time, which you cannot but be 
remember d of ) Tou are to Stand Upon, and 1n the 
Pillory, for the ſpace of One Hour, between Twelve 
and Two, at the Royal Exchange : And AH thu 
you are to do Every Tear, during your Life ; and 
to be Cloſe Priſoner as long as you live. 
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Here was never any Govern- | 
_ AVillany, and 
ment upon the face of the , $candal be- | 
Farth, perhaps, that Labourd ſo yond Example. | 
long, under the Scandal ol Oppre/- * 
ſton, Cruelty, and Trjuſtice, upon the Teſtimony | 
of fo Infamous, 1o Sottiſh, and ſo Deſpicable an 
[mpoſtor : Never ſo many Perſons of Z1onour mer 
in a Corrt to give Evidence, toward the Contoun- | 
ding of fo Contemptible a Miſcreant : Never was | 
any Perjury made-out by fo many Uaqueſt onal; 
Witneſſes, and Demonſtrative Proofs; and yet tor 
tie /Yonor of the Criminal, it mutt not be For 
gotten, how he {0d his ©20und to the Laſt. 


_] Appeal (f\ays he) to the Great JE OOO 

God of Heaven and Earth , occses 15hal 

the Judge of All ; and once mo2e Þ. 75: 

in his P2eſence , and befoze All 

This Auditow, J Avow my Evidence of the 
Popith Plot, All and everp JIart of it, to o* n0- 
thing 
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thing but True, and wfll expect from the Almigh- 
ty God, the Uindication of my Jntegrity and 
Jtmocence. ] 


His Laſt Effort of his from a- 

[5 roprogamer] ny Other Lips, would have 
109 ena Stagger'd a man, if the Exad, and 
 Wonderfull Agreement of the Teſti- 

monies againſt him, and the Palpable Contraditti- 
ons of his Own Witneſſes, had left any Poſib:lity 
for Doubting : But from a fellow fo Flagitzous, in 
the Zabit, and through the Whole Courſe of his 
Life ; This Laſt Defyance of God's Power, and 
Juſtice, Compar'd with the Ordinary Courſe of his 
Converſation and Manners, did but ſerve to make 
the Man AJ of a piece. The Pradtice and At- 
tempts of Beſtiality upon his own Servants; (af- 
ter he was preferr'd from a Srreet-Begger, to be 
2 Kings Evidence) the Falſeneſs of his Malicious 
Oath againſt Parker at Haſtings; His taking the 
Holy Sacrament, over and over ſo many times, 
for a Cover for his Malitious Treaſons ; Theſe and 
the Like, are Things fo Certain, and ſo Notori- 
ous, that no Mortal that knows his Perſon, can 
be a Stranger to his YVilany, My Lord Chief Fu- 
ſtice ſays, indeed, that [ There was 

Tryal p. 86. a Conſult ; and there was a Conſpi- 
racy; againſt the Life of our King, 

our Government, and our Religion. Not a Con- 
ſult az the White-Horſe i» the Strand, but a Ca- 
ball, and Aſſociation of Perfidious Rebels, and 


Traytors, who had a mind to Embroil us in _ 
| an 
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and Confuſion. ] This 1s the very Truth, and may 
ſerve for the Winding-up of That Point. There 
was moſt Indubitably, a Republican Plot, as has 
been made appear trom the Expreſs As of the 


Plotters Themſelves ; and Trac'd through Every , 
: Step of the Proceeding, from the very Projett , ls 
and Foundation of it, to the Laſt Reſolve of put- 5 


ting it in Execution. But Thu Plot was to be 
Cal d a Popiſh Plot 3 according to the True Intent, 
* and Meaning of the Revenging Yote; which, by 
# Interpretation, was no more then This, That 
& [7he True-Pyoteſtants were 70 Kill he Xing, and 
the Papiſts 70 be Hang for z. 


Our Accounts Cafl-up, whether we have Got, 
or Loft by the PLOT. 


E are now at the Bottom of This Bottomleſs 

Bus'neſs, and we ſhould do very well, and 
like Sober Men, and Good Managers of our Honour, 
Time, Peace, and Mony, to Compute a little upon 
matters. So much for Doxble Guards ;— So much 
for Treating the King's Witneſſes ;— So much a- 
mong Catch-poles;— So much in Pexfrons ;— So 
much for a Fond to Defray Plot-Charges;— So 
much in Narratives ;— So much in Proceſtons, and 
| Pope-Burnings ;— So much to Re-imburſe Otes and 
| Bedloe, the Seaven Hundred Pound a Man theywere 
| out of Pocket for the Proteſtant Cauſe; So much up- 
| on Wel-Afﬀedtted Eleftions ;— So much in 1gnora- 
{ mus Furies ;— but Diſcounting All this while, for 
| What we have Receiv'd from the TUeſtminſter: 
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Tnſurance-Dffices, upon the Whole Charge : and in 
One word; to ſee at the Foot of the Account, ( Pa- 
per and Pack-Thrid pay'd tor ) whether we have Got 
or Loſt by Part ner-Ship with Otes, and his 4dbe- 
rents, and Abetters, in This Loyal, torlooth, 7h 
Religious, and This Engliſh-Bloud- 44venzvre. 


©: PE I 1s not to be Dezyd, ( and it is 
by the Plot. already Agreed) that King, Na- 

tzon, and People, nave Suffer'd All 
manner of ways, and in a very Great Meaſure , 
too, quite thorough This Period of Oteses Ad- 
miniſtration; and All! tor Fear of the Damaable 
Þelliſh Popiſh-Plot : Becauie , and by Keaſo, 
of it ; and that we were Neceſttated to do what 
we did, to ſecure his Late Majeſty, and his Go- 
wvernment , againſt Popriſh Conſpirators ; and his 
Sacred Perſon, againtt Poyſon, and Siler Bullets. 
Had it nor been for That Damnable Plet, the Xing 
had been Safe ; The Queen and the Dato, Untain- 
ted; and the People had ſtill continu'd in their 
Wits and in their Duty. The Popiſh Lords had 
been yet ar Liberty; the Prieſts, Jeſuits, and the 
Godfrey-Men, Unhang'd; The Papiſts might have 
had Zolerable Quarter among the reit of the King's 
Subjeits; and the Honour, and Juſtice of the Ex- 
aliſh Natzon might have yet {cod as Fair in the 
Eſteem of Other Chriſtian ”rinces, aud States, as 
ever it did : So that '1por! ile Dpſhit, what have 
we now to ſay, for the Wickedneſs, the Folly, and 
the Madneſs of Thoſe Times, it there was [ NO 
JIopiſh Plot at all, | nor any thing Zz#e it, but 


the 
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(161) . 
the Seditious Confederacy of an Ambitious Cabal 
of Juggling , Canting Hypocrites, to Murder the 
Xing Themlelves trom behind That Sale 2 What 
Reparation now, for Innocent Bloud, and Oppreſſi- 
on 2 What Satisfaction, or What Efettual Repen- 
tance, for Thoſe that Preach'd; Pleaded, Suppor- 4 
ted, Afrſted (how Innocently foever,) the Credit wy 
of that Dzabolical Impoſture, without making the "i 
Churches, the Courts of Fuſtice, Coffee-towſes, and 
Other Publique Places, Ring as Loud of their Mz- 
ſtakes, as ever they did of their /nvectzves, and 
Clamours? The Miſleading of People into a Be- 
lief of Falfities, of This Deſperate Kind, and Con- 
| ſequence, even though I my ſelf take them to be 
Truths, 1s but next door to the Swearing Men in- 
{ to a Belief of That which I Azow to be Falſe: | 
E That is to fay, It, when I come to find My Own 
| Error, I do not Endeavour to fet All Thoſe People | 
| Right, that I Carry'd out of the VVay. The Shame | 
| of a Repentance, is not tar Remov'd from the WW7/- 

full, and Deliberate Committing of a Sin. I do 
not Expedt, that My Sermonizing here ſhall Worl; 
upon Thoſe that Shut their Eyes againſt the Lighe 
| of Experience, and Example; though One would 
think that men ſhould be very Wary of Setting 
That Door Open, over and over again, that had 
been {till the Z»let to all our Former Confuſrons. It 
a Thief Breaks into my Houſe at a Garret-Window, 
le provide Better Barrs and Bolts. And Un- 
| doubtedly, a Government may have a Weak ſede, 
| 2s well as a Private Habitation; and there ought 
| tobe as much Care taken to Secure a State _ 
| L Poli- 
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Political Houſe-Breakers, upon That Quarter 
where they ever Enter d Before. 


A Caution againſt the ſame Cheat 
Over again. 


HE Prefdent of This Cheat, and Pretext, 
and the Sexſe of the Ruznous Calamitzes, 
which the Belief of it has brought upon us, ſhould, 
methinks, Fortife men againſt Thoſe Panick 
Frights; and That Ch1ildifh Feloufie, and Creduli- 
ty, that has Wrought us All This Miſery ; And it 
1s not to ſay, that there may be more Reaſon for 
This Apprehen/ton at One Time , then at Another ; 
for let the Reaſon be Great, Little, or None at all, 
it works the Same Effect upon the Common People, 
when either the Fear, or the 7ruth of the Thing, 
is Dnſerſonably, arid Vndutifully Exposd. There 
may bc a 7Tho:ſand Popular Cauſrs Allign'd, for a 
Rebellion; tut the Whole World can never furniſh 
One Shadow of a Reaſon for't. The Father of our 
Preſent Sovereign, was a Strict Aſſerter of the 
Church of Exz/aud: and his Sacred Majeſty that 
ow is, noleſs, an Aſſerter of the Communion of 
the Church of Rome, Now the Difference of Per- 
ſuaſtcn betwixt Theſe two moſt Gracious Azngs, 
neither Did, nor Dees, One jot Operate upon the 
Matter here in Quejtie: For the very Sham of Fo- 
pery Colt that Bleſſed Prince his Crown, and his 
Life, asa Roman-Catholique, though he was ſo far 
from it. Tis True; the Suggeſtion, may Colour 
Better. 
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Better, One way, then Another; but whether i: 

be ſo, or Not fo, tis all a Caſe, as to the Dazzer, of 

Troubling the Heads, or the Minds of the Mult :- 
tude with it, either Oe way, or 7 other. It mikes 
| Sovereignty EK onditional, and the Looſe Multitide 
Abſolutez when the Chief Magiſtrate ſhall be An- 
ſwerable to the Rabble lor his Religion; and when 
the Mobile's Opinion ſhall Stamp That Religion, 
and fay ; Let him be of This, or of That Rcligion, 
aud he Shall be ſo. They were never Cut out 
for the Fudging , or the Underſtanding of Things : 
But Plauſible Diſguiſes and Appearances, have with 
Them, the Force, and Yalue of Certain Truths. 
and Foundations : And 'tis a Hard matter, to 
bring people out of the Wrong, that are nct able 
to Diſcern, and to Di/ſtinguiſh the Right, 


The Reaſons of This Undertaking. 


If 1s already an Over-grown Preface; and I 
muſt make it yet a little Louger, by Ex- 
pounding: upon it, ( with a reſpe&t to the whole 
Matter betore me) and by the Reaſoxs I am to 
give for the Spinning of it out to This Length. I 
was gotten a good way intot, with the De/1gn of 
an /utroduttion only to my Third Volume of Ob- 
ſervators ; and with fuch a Mixture of Lizhts, to- 
ward the Clearing of Several Matters in Contro- 
verſy betwixt the World, and my felf, as might 
ſerve to ſet any Rea/onable Man, Right, in the 
Naked State of the Qze/tion. While 1 had This in 
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my Thought , and my Papers under Confideration ; 
it came into my Head, that there was ſomething 
WVanting yet, both as to the Z/e, and the End 
that was 4imd at, in This Publication ; and that 
Notwithſtanding the @ague/tionable Truth , and 
Clearneſs of Fact, and of Dottrine, that was Re- 


ported, and Deliver d in Thoſe Dialogues, there 
. were ſtill Several Defects, that were J[nevitadle, 


under the Circumſtances wherein they were Wr:t- 
zen, and as Neceſſary for my purpoſe, in Some 
Degree to be Supplyd. This will Dndenyably 
Appear to any man that ſhall but take Notice of 
the 7zme, and tlie Occaſton of the Vudertaking. 


in ReſpeRt of S to the Timez the Patton 
the Time. had the A {cendent of the Go- 
vernument, and the Multitude bore 
down All before them like a Torrent; The VWzt- 
reſſes ied thee Rabble; The Fl2t-Managers led the 
[iitzeſſes; and the Devi! Himſelf led the Lea- 
ders: bor they were fo pai: to their Ends, tho- 
roug!l: Subornation, Perjury, Hypocriſy, Sacrilege, 
and 7reaſen, This was the State of Things when 
I firit dipe my Pen into Zh7s Subje#; And there 
was no Launching-out, into the Abyſs of tie Plot- 
Myſtery, without Certain vue: but Coaſting, and 
Slauting, Hinting , and 7rimming,, was the Beſt 
Ofice a body could Periorm, 1n That Seaſon: And 
the Man had been Felo dc ſe, that ſhould have ta- 
ken upon him to ſearch the Zker to the Quick, 
A little Skirtinz now and then, upon the Narra- 


tives; and Bantering, betwixt Je/? and Earneft, 
upon 


(165) 


upon the Credit of the Witneſſes, gave people, by 
Little and Little, to nder/tand, as much as any 
man could Safely Communicate : But the Pornd;- 
tions of the Plot lay as yet Untouchd; Tit Pa: 
trons, and the Youchers of it, remain'd Sacre”; 
and, for a Long Time, there was no Mecldlin 
with a Yote, without burning a Mans Fingers ; Sv 
that the Source of the Plot lay hitherto in zhe Bow- 
els of the Earth, and (like a Conſecrated Fountain) it 
would have been little leſs then Sacrilege, to Pul- 
dale and Prophane it. But ſince it has pleas'd Go, 
Dy a Beam of Providence it ſelf, to Light us into 
all the /utrigues and Recefſes of it, and to Deliver 
this Nation trem the Tyranny of Arbitrary Orders K 
and Nemine Contradicente's; I thought I could 
not do better, then to lay hold of, and to Im- 
prove this Opportunity of Tracing it from the La- 
bourers, and the Fourney-men, to their Principals ; 
and, in One Word more; to ſhew the Next Age, 
Puſs in her Majeſty, in the Caball it ſelf ; and thar 
[ Wer the Knights, &c.] Govern'd the Oraculors 
Delu/ron trom One End to the Other - Beſide that 
tis a Thing that has not fo much as yet been Ot- 
terd at, by any Other Hand; and 4/Z the Hef, 
withour This, amounted to no more then thy 
ſhewing of Children a Puppet-Play : They hear 
the Figares Squeak, and ſee 'em Dance, and. Pay ; 
but know nothing of the Springs, and Wyres, that 


give them Motion. So that the Z7iftorical Part ot 


This Preamble, is not a Repetitiez of the Marrors 
Contain'd in the Ob/ervators, but a Farr, ani! 2 
Regular Deduttion, in it's Proper Seaſon, of a '1.:- 
| | $ 3 HNA7z 
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arc, and Zatrigue, which was at That Time Se- 


_ 


:ret, and nor without Extreme Danger to be Laid 
Open to Exe Publique. 


WE oc [Here 1s Another Imperfettion, 
-7-=0h F which I reflected upon, with 
a regard to the 7hrid, and Continu- 

a7i0i; of the Story; which I conld not Attend to, 
in the Cexrſe of Thoſe Ofſervators; tor their pur- 
poſe being only to Encounter Shams, Slanders , 
Seditious Libels, and Opinions, pro Re Nata, as 
the Z7rmorr, and Bus neſs of the Seaſon Started 
them; 1 was not the Maſter of my Own Bus neſs , 
but forcd, to Follow, Turn, or to go Forward, or 
Backward, as the Freak of the Conſpirators Led 
me; and Briefly; to Accommodate the Baſs of 
my Papers to the Topiques of the Times. In Few 
Words, they were Deſ1gn'd for Preſent Tſe; and 
to Expoſe the Impoſture, and the Cheat, of the 
Swearers and of the Matters Sworn, by the Pal- 
pazle Contradiitions of their Evidence, as well by 
Word of Mouth, as i1 Writing. But to make ſome 
Amends, for the Diſorder of Papers that were 
written only by Szatches, and theretore Excuſable 
tor want of a Formal Tranſition trom One into A- 
nother, provided they kept the Decorum of a Con- 
exon, Every one apart:- I thought it might be 
worth the while, to Draw a more Methodical Ex- 
tract of the Plot, out of the 7ranſactions upon the 
Commons Journal, and to Range the Members of 
the Several Diviſions, under their Proper Heads ; 
Which 
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which I have done, with All Fidelity and Candow 
in This Short Hiſtory. 


Eople will be apt to take This \. 
'Þ now, for only Cold Cabbidge, 045 oo al 


three or Four times ſervd up. [ Why 

we have had Plot enourh in the Qbſervators, they 1 
Cry ; There's no body deubts of the Plot ; and This 
is no more, in Efeq, then Chewing the Cud upon 
his Own Papers, &c.] Now This is a Queſtion, 
as Eafily Anſwer d, as it 1s Anticipated. I am 
here upon the Su#Zject of a Parliamentary-Plor ; 
whereas my Ofſervaters kept themſelves within 
the Compals of a Narrative-Plot ; neither does 
the One Znterfere at all with the Bus'neſs of the 
Other. As to the Faith, and Juſtice of the Dza- 
logues, I am per{waded, that there was hardly 
any thing Conſiderable, that Paſs'd within the 
Compaſs of Their Date, and that would Endure 
a Publique Teſt, at That Seaſon, which may not 
be found Expreſly, and Punitually, fet forth in that 
Colleftion; and Thoſe are Particulars, wherein This 


Additional Supplement does not pretend to /xter- 
meddle. | 


Nd I have yet One Word more to fay ; it I 
A may, without Yanity, give this Account 
of my ſelf. From the Firſt Moment of OreSVes 
Plot coming into the World, I look d upon it, 
and Declar'd my Opinion of it, as a Conſpiracy 1n 
Diſzxiſe. TContra&ed a Horror for ,.._ 0... 
it; and [YVow'd to make War againſt Copy. 
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the Whore and Dragon, of Geneva, and All her 
Votaries as long as I had a day to Live ; and that 
I would, to the tmoſt of my Power, Diſcover her 
Cheats and YVillanies.' | Learned Authozs have 
CUritten after Dies'es Copy 3 and (zo give 7he 
Devil his Due) This Figure 1s Borrow'd from a 
Rhetorical Flight in Titus OteSes Dedicatory to 
Anthony E. of Shaftsbury, before his [JJopes TUare- 
houſe, ] [ /» the Publication of This Foor Piece, 
(fays he) &y many Reviews aud Remargques, I have 
een ar ſome PAINS; and now my Lord it is upon 
the [ TRAVEL.] Tour Lordfhip's Countenance 
may beget the Countenances of many more Perſons 
of Honour : So that 1 may not to all Intents and 
Purpoſes be Diſcouraged in this War that T have 
Vow'd fo make againjt the Whore and Dragon 
of Rome, and All her Vetarics,, as long as Þ have 
a Day to Live; and will in the Vtmoſt of my Fower 
Diſcover all her Cheats and Villauies. | And fo 
much tor my Autvority, : 


Ut, (as I was a ſaying) I Con- 

A Horror tor tracted a Fforror tor this Vile 
the Plor, from j c 

the Begegin- lanous Chent of a Plot, rom the VE- 

ping. ry Spawnizz of it; and, 1n the ſame 

Inſlant, an Am#zt:0n, above all things 

under the Sun, to have ſome Hand in Breaking 


the Neck owu't. From That time to This, I have 


Barr'd my ſelf the Benefits of Eafe, Liberty, Con- 
verſation,, -and EfteQtually, 44 the Comforts of 
Humane Life, ja Order to This End: And I hope 
1 have not wholly loſt my Labey neither, But n 

| MAILT 
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make ſhort ; I found, by Degrees, that the Po; 
it Self, and the Plot's-Maſter, Loſt Ground. 1 
follow'd the Plot 'till it was Rzdiculous ; 1 fol- 
low'd Otes to the Xing's Bench Bar, the Pillo- 
ry, and the Carts-Arſe. And ſince that was Over, - 
I have had the Bugneſs of Sir Edmundbury God '» 
frey in my Eye. "Tis true, I have No Leaſe "vl 
of my Life, ana fo I cannot Poſitively Undertake _ 
tort: But there was ſtill Wanting a Parliamenta- 4 
ry Calculation to Finiſh the Work ; which I have 
here drawn into a very Clear Method, and as Nar- 
row a Compaſs, as the Infinite Varzety of Croſs-Pur- 
poſes and Debates would Admit. In One Syllable | 
more; I am an Od Fellow; and if I can but Live | 
to get thorough That Solemn Foppery of Prance's, | 
and Bedloe's Viſion, at Somerſet-Houſe, T ſhall Dye | 
in Feace. 
April. 20. 1697. 


——_ 


P.S.(OInce Finiſhing the Matter above, I have 
recover d a Paper that I had miſhy'd, 
and 1t 1s a Paſſage ſo remarkable, that I cannot 


fill an Empty Page Better then witi the Inſferii- 
on of 1t. 


In October 1678. Mr. Attorny General was ap- 
pointed by an Order of Council, to peruſe the Ar- 
ticles againſt ſeveral of the Pretended Confpirators, 
and to make a State of the Evideyce. The Re- 
port was very Particular, and bears date O-79- 
ver, 18, 1678. Subſcribed TH, J9nes, under his 
Oni 
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Own Hand, as appears by the Original which is 
yet Extant: Wherein are Theſe Words. 


Some ObjeFions have been made, as to the Cre- 
- dit of Mr. Otes, againſt ſome particulars of his Te. 
ftimony, which relate to the General Deſign; where. 
in he is ſuppoſed to be miſtaken: But becauſe thoſe 
Objeftions are many, and ſome of them not made } 
the Priſoners; (10? perhaps will be) and becauſe [F 
am not certain what Anſwers he can make to 
them, when they ſhall be objected againſt him, 
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JT think it fit not to mention them in particular. 


It was not the Bus'nefs it ſeems, of Thoſe Days, 
to bring the Gui/ty to Juſtice, but to Fnſnare the 
Innocent: For the Prime Manager of That Accur- 
ſed Plot of a Plot, ſaw the Devil in the Bottom of 
it, before ever One Drop of Blaud was Drawn : 
And the Conſcience of a Reprobate will not be Bet- 
ter Evidence againſt him, at the day of Judgment, 
then the Teſtimony of the very Lips of Theſe 
Falſe Witneſſes, duly Weighd, and Confider'd, 
would have been, 2gainſt Theſe Perjur d Wretches 
in a Temporal Coxrt of Juſt ice. 
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Bief Hiſtory 


T 1 M E Sd, F.. ae; 
Shewing the Pretended Popiſh 
Plot to have been quite 
another Thing then it has 
been taken tor. 


PART. 1L 


LONDON 


Printed for R. Sare, at Grays-1un-Gate in 
Holborms. 1688. 
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Poltcrity. 


W Call theſe Papers, 4 Second Part 

fo a Brief Hiſtory of the Times ; 
and I Dedicate I his Part likewile to 
P9lieritp, as I did the Other ; for 
the very Reaſons given in my Former. 
Thar 1s to ſay; I reckon my Credzt, 
my Cauje, and my Writings, to be 
only Safe in the Hands of Impartial 
7udges. The White-Horſe-Conſult, 1 
Know, is as Dead as Catilines Conſþt- 
racy.; and People will be Wond' ring, 
| perhaps, alicr ſo many Thouſand 
Rheme of Paper ſpent upon This 
 Topigue already, to ſee the ſame Man 
go-0n, Calculating, and Harping fit, 
upon the ſame Subje. But let not 
the Reader Imagine, thar I am now 


about to Murder the Olq Plot over. 


again ; or to ſurfcit the World with 
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A. 


of the Republican Intrigue, in Every 
Part, Branch, and Mer tbr of ir, has 


{he Preface. ND 
a Nauſeous, and a Needleſs Repetition 
of things gone and paſt. The  ggle 


keen over and over laid 2: ; Open as ever | 
Day- Light ai 1 Drag wh 1911 Exposd 
any thing : and 10 have the:Pratiices, 
and. the MH =" of the, Project : 


Neither 15 och Infamy oft the Ii 


neſſes leſs Ns: tor the bingits 
of Otes to Juſtice, has brought the 
{ruth to Light, and the Curſe of 
Can is gone out again{t them. | The 
ow of ry Brothers Bloud ( lays the 
ext) Cr y-ti unto me from the Ground. 
yy Fugitive, and a Vagabond halt 
this be in the - Earth. Gen. A. V. 10. 
12. | Let any man but look about 
him now, and ſee, if his Mate 
diction has nor m bf Zudictaily Purlu'd 
them, to the Urrermoſt Degree ot 
Miſery aad Contempt. "To Sum up 
the Whole in a Little; The Cheat 
of the Plot ; the League and Addreſſe 
of the Con Firator s, and the Fypecrd 


mand oc Zee MRS 


The Preface. 
| of the Pretezxt, are Points made out 
in the face of the Sun beyond Dowbz, 
or Contradicion; and the Mobile, in 
Good rune, liver d :{rom the He fire 
tation of That Epidemic al Impoſture.” 


Bur {ti}, though tis Evident paſt 
all Diſpute, that the Suppoſed Plot it = 
ſelf was a Chea ; and no other then | 


a Treaſonous "of Fink at the Root ; 
Yet how That Plot came firſt into 
Play, and the Shamm of it to be 
Handed into the hin and LO get B 
Credit int, 1s 2 Queſtion hit has not as 
yet been much Enquir d i into, though 
as Neceſſary perchance, to be Truiy 
Underſizod, as any other Part of 'T hat Wy 
Hiſtory : And the rather, tor the Light 

It will erve ro the Order. and Cobe- 

rence of all the Reſt; for the Traung 


of a Story, ſtep by ſtep is the moſt N ”y 
tural Method coward the hoding out 


of the Truth: Beſide, that upon an 
Impartial View of the Whole, and of 
Every Part of the Matter 1n hand, 
Men will be better able ro Fodee, 
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which is the Right, and which the 
Counterfeit ; and of the Dependence 
which One Thing has upon Another. 
This is it that I propoſe for the Bus'- 
neſs of This Second Part ; and in re- 
gard that I find the Pittended Port, 
Murder of Sr Edmundou; YI A 
have been [mpos 'd upon the Wo:id is 
a Limb of the Pretended Popiſh c O1= 
ſprracy, and in ſuch a Manner too, 25 
if the Whole Train of it were no mors 
then the Serivs of One Entire Pzzce 
Concerted berwixt the White-Horſ? 
and 9S0mer et Houſe I find my telt 
Obliged to fay ſomewhar of the Ori- 
gmal Plot it folf (1 ſpeak of Habern- 
fel, 's. from whence this Larter Sham 
vas taken ) and ro carry-on my Dil- 
courle to the Aſo, Progreſs, Conduycl, 
2nd ArutLority ot Tong y Narratine- 
Plot, by way of Iniroduftion to the 
Matters of Sir Edmundoury Godjrey ; 
: which I reſerve for A Lhizd Part of 
x / This Little B15:ory. 
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The Preface. 
The Subject that I am now to Treat 


of, is ſuch a Compoſition of Frag- "Y 
| ment, and Rubbiſh, that it will hardly 3 


bear a Methodical Diſtribution into any ; 
Tolerable State of Perjpricuity, and Or- , 
der, but to come as near it as I can, wy 


I ſhall yet Endeavour to Reduce my 
Preſent General Purpoſe to ſome Cer- 
tain. Particular Heads ; that I may 
know where to find my ſelf, and what 
Meaſures to take toward the Shaping, 
and Bounding of the Following Dif- 

courſe. 
The 1wo Main Pillars of the Old 
Cauſe were the Pzoteſtation ( thar 
was alterwards Emprov'd into a C90- 
venznt ) and the Vrrtyality of the 
Sovereign Power in the Two Houſas. 
Theſe Two Fundamentalls of Popular 
| U/ſurpation, by which, Charles the 
: Firſt was Dethron'd, and Murder'd ; 
were let-affoort in the {wo Laſt Par- 
liaments of the Late Bleſſed King, un- 
der the Name, and Form, of an NUf\- 
loctation, ( and an Another E xpe- 
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The Preface. 
aient which they found out ) with the 
very Same Intent and Defign upon 
Charles the Second ; No leis then'up- 
on the Ki2hts, and Perſon of his Roy- 
al Brother, Our Preſent Sovereign, 
whom God long Preſerve. Theſe two 
Conſpiracies were Cover'd under the 
Pretended Neceſſity of a Common League 
of Union, and Defence : and there were 
Two Imaginary Plits alſo, to Anſwer, 
as well as to Countenance Theſe Two 
Real Con3piractes : The One ( asI 
ſayd een now ) was Habernfelds, the 
Other, Tongs : Cheats 159th, and of 
the very Same Make, and Cut ; but 
as [rue however, to the End they 
were Made tor, asa Pair of Falſe Dice 
to the . Intereſt of the Caſter, It I may 


- lead the Alte gory 2 Step further ; the 


Peep? Ferre TO be Bubbled ; the Tabl- 


was ct, tne Battle begun ; the Char- 


pers carry'd all before *em, while the 


By-Standzrs, (Phat is to fay the Mul- 
titude ) that were to Tudge the Points 


in Controverſy, underſtood Nothing at 
| all, 
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all, either of the rich, or of the Play. 
Neither in Truth, was it for Every 
Common Ey?2 to Diſcern the Abuſe. 
Some were blinded with Prepoſſeſſion ; 
Others, Mifled for want of Good Heed 
and Attention ; Someagain were Short= 
figbted ; and Some perhaps, roo Chari- 
table to ſuſpect the Worſt of Things : 
Bur briefly the Plot of 1678 was an 
Impoſture, and there were thoſe thar 
Knew as much, and faw Thorough it 
upon the Firſt bringing of the very 
Pretence upon the Stage. Some I ſay, 
that ſaw L borough it, and yet made 
the Moſt on't ; to the Hazzard of the 
King, the Royal Family, and the { hree 
Kingdoms. 1 am not without Pregnant 
Inſtances, and Great Authorities to 
Back me in 1his Opinion, over and a- 
bove the Hiſtorical Courſe of Parlia- 
menrary Reſolutions : bores, Orders, 
and Addreſſes, which I have Jarely pub- 
liſh'd in a Former Part, upon { Þ1s Sub. 
125, and Grounded upon IT hoſe Ew!- 
dences, as a Demonſtrative Proof ot 
| what 
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what I take upon me to Afirm. The 
Thing is Clear, and True; Fit to be 
Known, and Worthy of a Sober Conſe- 
ora + tor how can any Man Be- 
{tow a T hought Betfer, then upon the 
Means of Diſtins -uiſhins 5 Right from 
Wrong ; Truth Ron F althood ; Hypo- 
1 Sl Good Faith ; The Means | 
of Setting Men Right | in their Un- 
= "ny and in their Dutres ; and 
of Undecetuing the People, in a Mat- 
ter, wherc Miſunderflandings, and Mi- 
abs; are of ſo Mortal a Conſequence 
to the Well-being of the Publique * 
I took This Hint from the Poſtſcript 
ro my Lafr; Reſolving within my 
ſelf to fay ſomewhat tarther upon't 
n my Nezf, then I had, at That lime, 
cither Wil Or t erſur-to ds : So that 
I ſhall PBemm, where I ioft of ; and 
proceed from 7h-ncr, ro a more Par- 
ticular Enquiry into the Story of This 
Intrigne. 
And in This Place, T miſt give the 
Readeor to Underſtand ; that whoever 
looks 


© The Preface. 
looks forthe Date, or the Myſtery of 


the Pretended Popiſh Plot, in OteSes 
Proetended Narrative of it, will have 
his Labnr for is Pains ; tor Otes 
was neither the Inventer, of the One, 
nor the Autor of the Other ; any 
further, then as he follow'd Dr Tong's 


Directions ; Spore to Dr Tong's Words, ; 108 
and J/rote after Dr Tong's Copy. So b 
that Jong 1s the Oracle ve are to Con- 
felt tor the Revelations of Titus. Some ( 


there are, I know, that will have the 
Original Contrivance to be the Work 
of Shaftsbury, and his Cabal ; when, 
in Truth, they did only Refine upon, oy! 
and Emprove Materials that were wi 
brought ready to their Hands ; and to 
eve them their Due, they had T hat 
1 alent beyond All that ever went 
before them. For in the Caſe of Fear. 
2nd Felcyfres, ( the Old way of Pro- 
ceeding ) the Advance is only Ora- 
dual; the Dangerous Conſequences at 
a Diſtance ; and the : Euuls yet to 
Come ; The Treaſons, Maſacres, 

Murder 5 


The Preface. 
Murders, ofyc. are all but in Viſt- 


on; and men have the Patience to 
Wait for the Operation of Imaginary 
Cauſes at the Long-Run : Bur our 
Modern Plot-Drivers have found out 
a way to put the Multitude into a Pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſton of their very Fore-bo- 
dings; and, in the -Name of the 
Law, and under the Countenance of 
his Majeſties Courts of Juſtice, to do 
the Whole Work at a Heat. Swea- 
ring. is Proving, and Proving is Hang- 
ing; and a Brace of Knights of the 
Poſt upon the Spot, will do Forty times 
more Execution then the Dogging of 
a Plot out at Length ; A Bloudy Con: 
ſpiracy, Sign'd, Seal'd, and Deliver d, 
upon the Farth, and Reputation of 
Twoor Three| Db Help me God's | 
makes Infinitely furer Work on, 
then the Bare Preſage of a Deſtruction, 
Future, and Uncertain, upon any Po- 
litical or Conjeftural Calculation what- 
ſoever. This was the Maſter-prece of 
our Late Impoſtors. They had Swear- 
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The P reface. 


ers at Command ; Powerfull Patrons, 
and Mediators, for the Encouraging, 
Protecting, and Rewarding of Perju. 
ries; and Two Falſe Oathsto a Fag, 
though never ſo Incredible, with a 
Commons-Addreſs to Back it, is as Cer-= 5 
tain Death, as 4A Screw'd-Gun, Or A ; 
Silver-Bullet, By the Help of This : 
Invention, they had Witneſſes, Furies, __— 
Adwocates of the Long Robe of All 

ſorts.; Votes, Ryots, and Tumults at 

their Beck, and found out ſo Syre, \ 
and ſo ſhort a way, to their Journeys 
End, it would have been a Madnefs 
ro run the Kiſque of Attempting That 
by Fallacy, and Falſe Reaſoning, which 
they could not fail of bringing about, 
by the Dint of Falſe-Swearing. 

To Conclude; Tha: which in 
Common Accepration has pals'd ſo 
many Years for Otes'es Plot, will be 
found no more at Laſt, then a Tran- 
ſcript of Tong's; as Tong's was, Ef- 
feftually, of Habernfeld's : and I have 
very Good Authority to Support me 

in 
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P-- The Preface. 
in this Opinion. So that Utes has been 
but a Zoo! all this while, and a ſorry 
one tog, God Wor, to make ſuch a 
Buſsle in the World, fo long as he 
has done. Burt to conic to my Mat=- 
ter; we'le fuit take the Flor, ( ſuch 
as it was Sworn to be betore the King 
and Councell ) with Sir Will. Zones'es 
Report upon the State of the Evidence : 
And we'le T ben look back for the Head 
of This Nie; and ſo Trace the Courſe 
of it into the Branches, which I have- 
Divided into "Ten Chapters, according 
ro the Order of the tollowing Method, 
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* {r William Jones'es State of bt 
the Evidence about the Po- # 
piſh Plot. Preſented to his Late Ma- 
zeſty in Councell, Oct. 18. 1678. With 
Notes upon his Report, and upon bis 
Opinion of the ſaid Plot. p. 1. 
2. An Extradt of ſome Paſſages 
out of the Manage of Otes'es Evi- 
dence, in the Proſecution of it : Com- 
par'd with Sir W. Jones'es Opinion, 
and Report, as to the Credit of his 
Teftimony at the Time of Stating zt. 
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Old 
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Old one; and Dr. Tong ( n% Otes ) 
was the Founder, and Contriver of 
t. Pp. 49- 

4. The Pretended Popilh Plot of 
2678. ws only a Copy drawn from 
Habcrnteld's O:iginal of 1640. p. 58. 

5: Wws Habernteld's Model 2t ſelf, 
an Hiſtorical Truth, or a Fiction ? p.75. 

6. If Tong's, or Oteses Plot, as 
an Impoſture ; whether or no was it 
Defien'd from the Beginning ; 0r were 
the Impoſtors T hemſe/yes Impos'd 
upon ? Pp. 95. 

7. By what Means I hu Inpoſture 
came to be Promoted, and the Manner 
of doing it. p. 107. | 
8. By what Means the Author of 
This Little HiStory came by the Papers 
berem mention'd. p. 111. 

3. The Deſron of Tong's Plot was 
upon the Duke of York. p. 118. 

10. Tong Manag'd the Whole 
fair of the Plot from One End to the 
Other. 121, 
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Sir William Fonces'es State of the Eu- 
aNdence about the Popiſh Plot, Pre- 
ſented to Hts Late Majeſty in Councel, 
Oct. 18. 1678. 14th Notes upon K 


Report, ant up bs Opinion of the 
ſaid Plot. 


N the Handling of this Text, . there are Two 
General Points, that I have itill laid the Main 
Streſs of all my Diicourſes, and "Thoughts 
upon : F;zſt, That the very Story of the Popiſh 

Deſign upon the Kings Perſon, Crowa and D! zgnity, 

Was an Jmpoſture 10 the Or:iainat Conception of 1t. 
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Chap. I. (2) 


Secozaly, That the very Same Treaſonous Deligir, 
was Coxcl”d. and C arry'd- on, by Another Party, It 
Truth, and in Farne?, Under the Cover of That. 
an Common + ante. and Smeg oticr. I have fo far 
Clear'd my wzy to This Queſtion, that in the Firf 
Part of This Pricj Hijtery, 1 have Linka together the 
Entire Chain of Ih 15 Project, by ſuch a Conmextor of 
Orderly, and Pt, /,amentary Pr ceedings, that there's 
not ſo much es v7 Gap in the Series 5 Nor one Knot 
in the whole Flirid of the Hiſtory. The Exhibits I 
make uſe of, are ther Own Pa aps, and Journals ;, 
The Inferc:ces, as Netural, as It 15 Poſhible to Ima 
£:ne, from a Co MAL: br of Premiſſes : And the De- 
duthon of Things,” 15 1o Full, fo Plain, Fanbfull, and 
Regular, that, for fo much as is There Prertcnded tO, 
the Work 1s done Orce for All, and Vnaxſwerable for 
Ever. Tt ſticks only, that I W: rite under a Prejruaice, 
and make 1! Tings FWorje then they Are; which: 
forces me to look out a Little for ſome more Popular 
Aithority then my Own, to Support my ſelf upon, 


Upon the Opening of Tox??; 
SIr W. Jones ( commonly called OreSes ) Plor 
Order'dto make $jr 1Pjlliam Jones, the Kings Artoriy 
a State of the {on bed bs ere att: 
*2 FFT General, was order'd by his Maje / 
2n Council], Oftob. x6. 1678. ! 
make a State of the Eviacnce, againtt Dr. Fogarty, Fob 
Fenwick, Eaward i ere, Johz Grove, Wilham Ireland, 
Fohn Smith, Tho. Tenn ſor, Tho. Pickering, and Richard 
Langhorn, (then Pris*ners 11 Newgate, for High Trea- 
fon ) in Plotting, and Attempting to Aſaſſare his Ma- 
feſties Royal Perſon : To which End, Otres'es Narra- 
7zve, and other Papers of Enformation, were Tranſmit- 
ted by the Clerks of the Councill to the Arturney Ge- 
2cral, who, upon Peruſal of them, Returned his Re- 
port under the Title of [, A State of the _—_ 
Date 


Chap. I. (3) 


Dated Ofob. 18. 1675. and Subſcribed [ IV. 
JONES.7] The Report 1s Long, and the Greateſt Part 
of it Narration only ; Whici 1s Little or Nothing to 
our purpoſe: So that Abſtracting the one from the 
other, I ſhall only make uſe of what may ſerve to 
the Clearing of the matter in hand. 


3k ( fays Mr. Attorny ) 1e Toft +, orefror Al 
mony of "1 1tus Otes be to ve Creattea 5, \;.y upon Otes'es 
anda +. a Smele Witneſs in this Caſe of Credit. 

High Trealon 7s Sufficient 5 without 

Al Queſtion, Tins Horrible, and Execrable Treaſon is 
Fully and moſt Evidenily Prov'd, not only as to the Wic- 
kea Deſign in General but as to every one of theſe 
Particular Perſons. | This 1s no more then to ſay, 
That Jt. Ores -& to he Credited, the Charge 1s fo 
far Prov'd : Ff he. be Not to be Credited Athe E:- 
formation falls to the Ground, 

The Pinch lies here, upon Ores'es Creait, and a 
Single Teſtimony ;, with an [_1F] to Both. And a 
Little Lower, he referrs to his Narrative, and other 
Examwmations, with the ſame Qualification Itill, 2. e. 
[IF] what he Smears be ['Cruz:] Concluding 
that the Probaovihry of Particulars doth much depend 
upon the 77zt5 of the General, This was a Judg- 
ment grounded upon Honour and Fuſtice; And if 
This Rule had been Obſerv'd in the Following 
Tryals ; ( That 1s to fay, if the Deretting of him to 
. be Corruptly, and Willfully Forſworn in ſome Caſes, 
ſhould have Blaſted his Eviderce in All) a great deal 
of Tanocent Bloud might have been ſav'd, which, 
tor ought I know, ſtands at This day upon Ac- 
compt for the Nation it {elf to anſwer for. The 
Next "Thing Remarkable 1s his Report upon the Five 
Wineſor Letters, (as they are CalPd.) 
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Chap. I, (4) 


Tite Contents cf Trxere are allſy Certain Letters ; 
w- any Windlor (he ſays) Five j2 Number, which 
4 are Al Diretted 10 Mr. Bedingfield 


at Windſor ; One of them Subſcribed Nich. Blundel, 
and Dated Ang. 29. Srperſcribed Thus : | For 2dr. 
Bedingfeld at lis Lcd gings in Windſor ;, ] Leave This 
with the Polt- PR at \\ '1ndlor, to be Delivered to 
him. The Effect of wh = Letter, a: to the Preſet Pur- 
poſe, 15, that Plunddl » s Very Ca: «full of Enconrazing 
W. and P. (by wine 1s concerv'd to be meant Grove 
and Pickering ; who, as Otes bath before Depoſed, had 
Undertaken to Aſſaſinate bis Majeſty ) ro put on ſtrong 
Reſo!ntions ; And that if the Buſt: ef bi n9t at Windſor, 
ro be ready to attend il wich, as Mr. Otes beſore 
Depoſeth, ſionificth _ KING: | 

It further ſaith, that | Ours here are very Devort, 
rat after ſo long Patience they may Enjoy Catho9 lique 
Rel: "4, ON 772 . Way 727077C Publiq ue then now they ag : 
Certai; ily we can never failfi 72CC £ nave ſo many Strings 
to our Bow. 48 is ſecure,and * our PF; rty very F, ithſul. . 

The Other Four were all enclosd iz One Cove: 
T he Firſt thereof, fub[cribea John Fenwick, and ſu 
perſcr jved For Mr Bedingfic I at Windſor. Recom- 
menace to the Poſt-Maſter there, "till be ſhould Call for 
it. This Letter 1s Dated the 26t ho f Angult, without _ 
Year, aiia ſo much thereof as ta, 75 the Preſent Mat- 
rer, is, that Hts is prepar'd for, and yor are deſired t9 
be Kind fo the Four Sas; - 4] Perſons of the Ir1/h Na- 
tion, that we Vis ioilant Good Men, ana will do Service 
for us in [ eſe Parts. 'T hey are Religious, and though 
70t of the Society, yer Lovers of Us, and are reſolved 
fo Foyn Iſſue with us in Diſpatching Forty- Eight. | 

A Third Letter, which was Enclos'd in the ſame 
Cover, is Subſcribed FOGOTY, without Date, or Su- 
perſcription, or Seal, only it Begins with Good Mr. 
; Beny field 


Chap. T. (5) 

Benyfield. That woich 15 therem Comained relating to 
This Matter, is, that he prays Mr. Benyfield ro be 
Kind 10 Theſe Four Countrymen of his, who are Good 
Men, and would dy the Bufincfs. 

A Fourth ( wyich was al in the ſdme Cover) ws 
ſubſcribed Irland, DVirefted to Mr. Benyfteld, and 
Dated at Flamſtcad, Auguſt. 1. 1678. It Imports, 
that there is No Need of Telling him their Good 
Succeſs, becauſe Intimated glready. | That they did Ex- 
peck Mr. Fenwick Every diy to give them Account 
of the Progreſs made 1 rhe Buſineſs of 4.8. and prays 
him to be Carefull of it's Disþatch, if Poſſible." 

The Fifth, and Laſt Letter bears Date as the Laſt, 
and alſo from Flamitead, ſubſcribed FT. White, ad 
1s Diretted to Mr. Penyfticld. So much thereof as 
Concerns the Alatter ia hand, is, to bes him to En- 
courage Fogoty, and the eſt of Ours. 

Theſe Letters, if they can be ſo Provd, as to be 
Beliew'd to be the Hand, of the ſeueral Per ſons by 
whom they are ſaid ro be Wrutcn; do fully make ont 
the Guilt of the Writers, and do much Confirm all 
the reſt that hath been Depoſed by Mr. Otes. 

Mr. Otes hath Depoſed them to be the Hands of 
the Perſons whoſe Names are ſubſcribed 5 and being 
ſhew*d the Letters, was able, upon the ſight of ſome 
Few Lines of tnem, Hiding the Name, to ſay whoſe 
Letter Each was ; which, the Name being Diſcover'd, 
prov'd to fail out accordingly : . and This he did rea- 
eily, and without Hefitation. And farther he ſaid, that 
though the Spec ling of Mr. Bedingfields Name, and 
of the Writers Names, do ot agree with the Right 
Spelling, that it i an Uſual "Art of the Jeſuits, 
purpoſely to Commit ſuch Faults to Diſguiſe themſelves 
if the Letters ſhould be found: And further, that 
though the Hands Themſecl ves do not agree with what they 


do at other times write, yet That js purpoſely done to 
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Prevent Diſcovery, axd that he is well acquainted with 
Theſe their aſſumed Hands ; and knows the way of 
writing, aot only of Theſe, but of about Eighty of the 


faid Society. [0 | 


But Againſt the Truth of the ſaid 


Obj-&ionsa- Terters, there were many Objecti- | 
7 ev FIVe - ons; Some'by the Priſoners, O- 3 
| Hy thers from the Eitiets Thentelbee, 


and the way of their Coming to Light : The Parti- 
eulars thercof,, as they are Many, and ſome Reſulting 
from the Tnsþettioa of the Letters Themſelves, /o 
1 donbt not but the ſame are fully remembred by your 


A7zjeſty. | 


Toward the Stating cf the Caſe in hand ; the 
Attorny-General, among, Other Papers of Enforma- 
tion had the Five Jeſ7irs Letters, it ſeems, to work 
upon : And all the world knows, that Sr. William 
 Fones was as good at Hutino a Blit in an Evi- 
dence, and laying his Finger upon the Pinch of 
the Queſtion, as any Man Living: So that ha- 
ving Theſe Pieces betore him, 1t may reaſon- 
ably be Preſum'd.that upon Corparing Circumſtances, 
and Weighino one thing with Another, he ſaw far 
enough into the Merits of the Cayſe, and the ILyftery . 
of that J1ntrio:e, without any Need of an Qbſervators 
Spetacles. ut however, I ſhall rather Produce the 
Letters Themſd/wves here, to tet] thetr,own Tale, and 
leave it Incttterently, to any Sober Perſon to 
Confider, what Op:7;9, fo Wijc, and fo Wary a 
Man as Sr Wil;zm Joucs could entertain of Theſe 
Papers. 
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The Five Windſor Letters, Commonly 
called the Je{uits Letters. 


M1; Bennyheld 

(1) Mr White vs now abont to cone for —— and T 
ſuppoſe there will bee noe Neceſſity of telling you of ou7 good 
Succeſs hitherto becauſe intimated to you already wee Expect 
Mr FenwickE with 1s enery day to gine us an account of 
your progreſs made in the L UISNES of 48 T pray bee 
carefull of its diſpatch if poſſivle 1 wii! ſay noe more but thas 


1 am you”s 
Filamſties. Aug 1/t 78 IRLAND 
For mr Bennyfield with care, 


Sr 

(2) I car ow prove yor a0” frurther Intelligence of owe 
affaires but that 1 ncare our affaires in TREAND ſtand 
12 4 good condition and 1 am informed our friends are 
arriued ſafely io >c5otlarl and have made a good begining 
there let mee ve27 0; you to incourage FOGOTY and 
the reſt of ours, 1 praiſe god Aimighty I am ſtill in 
good heart yet wot without ſome apprehenſion of croſſing 
the Seas becauſe of my weaknes mr Aſhby 1s ready I heare 
to Come from the bath I pray make my Lord BRUNEL 
acquainted ( if you think it Convenient ) with our defegnes 
I will tell you more when I ſec you I therefore reſt = 


Your Lowemg Friena 
Flamſted Aug : 1ſt 78 T White. 
for my Bennyfield Windſore. 
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Chap. 1. (8) 


Ar Bennifield 

(3) Tours of the ezontht inſtant arrined ſafely to our 
hands and wee are glad of your care and Induſtry and 't 
am now t0 gine you to underſtand that our affairs in the 
kindgom of TRLAND ſtand well & his grace of Dub- 
lin 2s z0t onely kinde to us but alſo induſtrious for the 
promotion of our good deſignes there and queſtion not-but 
ro accompliſh them Ormond wold fain bee friends with 
the Catholique party but wee muſt neither truſe h;m nor 
ler him — much longer forty cight 45 preparcd for and 
you are deſired to bee kinde to forr worthy perſons of the 
Triſh nation that are Vigilent gvod men and will doe ſer- 
nice for vs in thoſe parts they are religious and though 
20t of our Society yet loners of vs and are reſolved to 
Joyn Iſſue with vs in the Concernes of difpatehing forty 
eight I am Juſt now for St O with ſome young Laads 
and may Chance retirne home with 0:17 maſter you have 
beard I ſuppoſe of the Contents by 17 Struford I am 


in baſt and therefore Conclude 2:4 747 yows te ferue you 
bY. ; h E 


Lot : Aug : 26 Jno Fenwicke 


recommend me to my Coloman 1 hope I. Is. will bee 
with you 10 take a lwmle Pref ih 

For mr Bennyfeld at \Vindiore recommended to 
the Poſtmaſter {crc 12] Lee ſiral Call for ir \Windlore 
Good mr Bennifch] 

(4) 1 am ſorry T hane not #24 rhe happynes of one line 
from you ſince you left Jondon wy good Friend his grace 
of Dublin zs in very 09% d Pealtn and 4:9 let mee hane the 
famnour of line or two from vm and tilis mee that Or- 
mond 7s as mc ot win the Proteſtants as euer he was 
with tne Catho;iques to gratifie them he hato giuen che 
cormmſions but that will no: av the BUISNES now 


hee 


Chap. I. (9) 


bee will never gain his credit more with vs T pray bee kinde 
to thoſe four countrymen of mine who are good men I 
aſſure you and will do the BUISNES 1 am wm haſt 
and reſt your lo : Friend | 


FOGOLTY 
Dear Sr 


(5) the preſent affaire wee hauc in hand gines the occa- 
ſion of a line or two to let you underſtand that IR. AND 
35 0W 12 an excellent poſture ©& bis grace of Dublin 7s 
very Tnduſtrious in the management of the BUISNES 
and oar maſter has ordered F to advertiſe ours of it I haze 
gven HARCOT and Jenniſon rorice of it & ſo I haus 
ro Keines 1 am very carefull of encourageing W and P 
to put 0n ſtrong reſolutions if the BUISNES hit not at 
Windſor ro bee ready to attend forty Eight and if GW 
doe but Hitt the BUISNES here Scotland will come into 
us VIT the C party and then the work 15 done ours here are 
very deuout that after ſo long patience they may enjoy cath 
Religion in a way more Publique then now they doe and 
certeinly wee can never faile ſince wee have ſo many ſtrings 
ro our Bow forty Eight 1s ſecure and all our party wery 
faithful my kinde reSþetts to you and honeſt Mr Coleman 
as for Smith hee 1s dailie in his intelligence and care tis 
taken for ſending it to Flamſted 7 have no more but tat 
I am your: | 


Aug 29 Nich Blundel 
For Mr Bennifield att his lodgings in Windſoreave 


this with the Poſt maſter att Windſor to be delivered 
to him Windſor, 


Theſe 
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Chap. T. ( I O ) 

Theſe Letters'were formerly Puh- 
The Windfor- 1i01d at Length, with Nores upon 
a Plain 3 
an them : October, 1684. Obſervator, 


150. 151.152.153. Vol. 2. Butthe 
Fraud being {o Palpable, and the Forgery ſo Manifeſt, 
and This Place ſo Proper for the Expoſing of the 
Impoſfture, I ſhall here go over with them once again. 


©2220 190 hp Firſt, there 15 not ſo much as one 
_— > Stop, Point, or Comma, or any ſuch 
-—__- ntiem Note of Diſtinction, in all the Five 
Letters > which, from Five Men, 
(and no more) Men of Buſinef,, Learning, and In- 
trigue, at the ſame Time, and in the ſame Caſe, was 
never heard of perhaps in theWorld before. There is 
Otis True) in WhitesLetter,after the Word{[@urs,] 
a Mark that has ſome Reſemblance of a Semicolon : But 
ſeems to be rather the Dab of a Pen by Chance. 
21y, There are ſeveral Groſs Miſs- 
Spelings, White Writes Lord [ BRU- 
NAL, for Brudenell : Blundel has 
[ HARCOT, | for Harcourt: All 
Five Write ©, BENNNYFIELD, ] for Bedingfield. 
Treland writes himſelf [IRLAND,] Blundell Spells 
the Kingdom, [ [RLAND, ] ton. Fogarthy Spells 
his own Name [ FOGOTY, ] and White Writes it 
F FOGOTY, |} alſo. Buſineſs by Three of the Five, 
(and as often as the Word Occurrs) 1s Spelled 
F BUISNES. ] The Words Nor, Doe, Sve, arc 
SpelPd in All Five withan E. 
31y, The Reſemblance of the Matter of: Theſe 
Letters 1s very Extraordinary. 
[Our Aﬀairs in [IRL AND) ſtand 
All of a Caſt for 5jz a Good Condition, ] ſays White. 
Style & KRIS Our Affairs tn the Kingdom of IR- 
LAND ſtaud Well, ſays Fenwick. 
|  IRLAND 


They are All 
Spell'd Falſe the 
fame way. 


Chap. I. > Tx21] 


IRL AND 1s now 1m an Excellent Poſt ure, fays Blundels 
His Grace of Dublin 3s not only Kind to ns, by, 

Induftrious, ſays Fenwick, His Grace of Dublin it 

very Indulrious ; ſays Blundel. 

And fo Fenwick and Fogarthy agree upon't, that 

Ormond 2s qure loſt with the Catholiques, 

You are Deſired to be kind to Four Won hy Perſons 
of the Iriſh Nation that are Vigilant, Good Pen, and 
will do Service for us in Thoſe Parts, ſays Ferwick, I 
Pray be kind to thoſe Totir Country-MPen of 1;ze, who 
are Good Wen 1 aſſure you and will Gy tle Builnels, 
ſays Fogoty. P 
 4ly, There's ſomething Further Plain Treaſon to 
Remarkable in the Contrivance, and 79 Manner of 
Coneruity of theſe Papers. The St, OE 
Omers-Letters have Nothing at all in them but what”s 
Dangerous, and Impertinent. White 1s for Enceuragin 
Fogety and the reſt. Frland 1s for Hilpatching 48. 
What Needed This over again, when Orcs Sweats 
they were Under Sacraments allready to go on 
thorough-ftitch without any more to do ? So that 
Theſe Letters were only Written to be Intercepted. 
White gives Bennyfield an Account from Sr. Omeys 
to Windſor, of Proceedings in 1rland and Scotland : 
Moſt Ridiculouſly ſure, when the Feſitits in London 
might have done it better, and much more ſecurely, 
nearer Hand.” And ſo for News ; White writes from 
St. Omers to Windſor, that Aſhby is ready to come 
from the Bath. 

Now to put All together ; For 
Five Men of Letters, to Write with- All the Marks of 
out any Point, Comma, or Mark of Fraudupon them 
Diſtinftion ; To write their Own, and 
one Anothers Names, Falſe, the Same Way ; To 
Write Falſe Engliſh, and the Same Falſe Engliſh : 
To agree in the Same Ayre of Foppery, and Afﬀetta-s 

| 2107 ; 
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Chap. I. (2) 


tion; Nay, in the Same Words, Soleciſms, Style, 
Nonſenſe : Nothing leſs then an Insþ; ;ration could have 


| wrought the Miracle of This Agreement. Infomuch, 


that whoever Compares the Confuſion of Periods, the 
Blunders, both of Thought, and of Expreſſton ; Nay, 
the very Strokes of the Per, with Torg's and Ores's 
Papers ; ( for I have the Originals, and abundantly 
of Both their Hand-writmg to Confront them with ;) 
will Inevitably find them to be Connterferts, only 
Otes aſſiſted Tonge as an Ammannenſts, 1n Tranſcri- 
bing ſome of the opies. But Otes will needs perſuade 
the King and Conncel, that it was the Art of the 
Feſuits to Miſ-ſpell har cor, and Btnnyfleld, for a Di/- 
oujſe, if Letters ſhould be found; and ſo to write 
Feign'd Hands, to Prevent Diſcovery. Were there 
ever ſuch Buzzrds as Theſe men of Art, to make 
Darcot a Cypher for Harcourt > OC Sennzfield for 
Bedingfield ? when the Pzrſons would be as well known 
by the Falſe ſpelling, as by the True ! How came it 
They had not a Di/puiſe, for White, Fenwick, and 
Blundel, as well as for the Other Tiro ? But Thoſe 
Poor Men were left with their Right Names to take 
their Fortunes, Bymnal for Brudenal was Another 
pizce of Art tno ; And fo was Friand the Place, as 
well as Fra. d ihe £ather, for fear they ſhould know 
what Kingdom he meant. They all of them write 
Enfrieſs with an 7, in the Firſt Syllable : and fo 
ther do All their oe g 6 00's 0c 'g, with an EF at 
the End :; which 18 rl 7 o7g's way of writing. But 
Ores Depoles, co: cr and ibove, that he is able to 
SWear Lo the Fuel INemer, and Hands, not only 
ct Theſe, but of about Eighty more of the Society. 
And there are Things _ Remarkable alſo, eycn 
about the Paper it 1elf. The Two Flamſteds are of 
a French Flower-ae-luce Mark d Paper ;, the very Same 
S;2e, aad Mark ;, The Other Three areof a Cut Genoa 
Paper 3 


Chap. I. (x3) 


Paper ; All of the Seme Marx; And of the Same S;ze 
coo, to a Hair. I Obſerve again, That the Two 
Flamſteds, ( or St Omers-Letters ) are Written in a 
Thick Paper ; And the Other Three ( Suppos'd from 
London to IVinaſor) mm 2a This Paper ; Contrary to 
the V/aze of Both Places. Theſe Letters are Iwo,Whole- 
Sheets, and the Third, a Half One; All Cut, and 
Matclyd, as if they came out of the S.ume Quire, If 
they were All Together when they I}Vrore,& Uſed the 
Same Paper; why the Same thing Over and Over, to the 
Same Perſon: When One Letter would have done as 
Well ? Tfat = evcral Places ; *tis Odd, they ſhould 
All chop upon the Same Paper. 


Was not This a likely Foolery to Impoſe npon 
Sr. Wiltam Jones now ? It 1$much indeed, that Ores, 
ſhould, without any Helitation, npon the ſight of 
a few Lines withour the Name, fay, This is ſuch 4 
ones Hand (as 15 fet forth 1n the Report ) But it was 
a great deal ore for him to Swear to the Charafer, 
further then Another Man could Diſcern the- [ak : 
Eſpecially for an Oz!-Ey'd Feliow, that could not ſee 
Coleman by Candle-Light, when he was juſt at his 
Noſe End. Ina word ; Sr. Wiltam Tones had the O- 
riginals, and the Aatrer whole before him, and what 
Thoughts he had of the Truth of Orc&es Depoſition, 
and the Probity of the IWirzeſs, cannot but be obvious 
certainly to any Man of Senſe, that does but Conſi- 
der the Inconſiſtences of the Story, The Extravagant 
Improbabilities of the Evidence ; The Charatter of the 
Deponent, and the Difficulty of Putting a Cheat upon 
him that was to make the Scrutiny. There 1s not {o 
much as one of the Inſtances above-mentioned, that 
does not Carry Frand, Folly, and Conſpiracy, in the 
Face on't ; and the Impoſture lay ſo Open, that it was 
a Miracle how Mr, Arrorny came to Miſs it. He 

docs, 


; 


Chap. I. ( 14) | 
does, in General Terms, Acknowledge [| many Ob- | 
jections, both from the Priſoners ; The Letters them- 
ſelves, and the Way ( he fays ) of their Coming to 
Light ;] but remits the Particulars to his Majeſties 
Judgment and Memory, without Naming, or ſo much 
as Pointing at them. Though he very well knew that 
the Late King Pronounced them Counterferts, as ſoon 
as he /aw them ; and that both Tonge and Ores were 
Concern'd in the Prattice, 
| « The Deſron of This Pacquet was 

The Dengnof to have it ſnapt-up at the Lerter-Of- 
the Windlor YaC- fre, and ſo made uſe of in Evidence 
or. 28g " againſt Bedigfield, as a Wonderfull 
Diſcovery ; but Bedinofield, by good hap, taking up 
his own Letters, That Bout, (which he never did 
Before ) ſmelt out a Contrivance, Himſelf, and was 
the Firſt Man that Complain?d of it. So that He that 
was Marked out for the Traytor, by That Providence, 
became the Diſcoverer. 
The ſhort of the Buſineſs was 
The Manneref This. Father Bedingfield was going 
as {eg + aa Monſreur De Puy, and ſeeing the 
PER Maile, ask'd if they had any Letters 
for him. They look'd, and there being a great Pac- 
quet they quickly found it and gave it hims Upon 
Perufal of the Papers, he obſerved the Subſcriptions 
not to be the Hands of the Pretended Subſcribers ; 
{uſpected ſome Villany in the Bottom ; and fo Car- 
ry'd the Papers Immediately to His Royal Highneſs, 
and Dehver'd his Own Thoughts upon them. The 
Duke ſhew'd the Letters to His Late Majeſty ; and 
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what opinion the King Himſelf had of This Diſcove- 
7y, we ſhall ſee by and by. Monſreur De Puy, in This : 
Interim, went to the Poſt-Offce, and, for a Counte- : 
nance, asked if they bad any Letters for Him ? They 


laid, No; ard that if there had been any, they Jon 
EE Ef cls $6 ave 
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Chap. I. (15) 
have been ſent him. He Demanded Then, if they had 
any Letters for one Mr. Bedingfield ; They told him 
what a Mighty Do there had been about that ſame Mr. Be+ 
dingfield, and they knew ot how many People to ask for 
Letters for Him. | 

Before I] proceed any further upon This Story, it 
ſhould be known by the way, that among Other 
Particulars that were deliver'd in Charge. to Sr. Wil- 
liam Jones to adviie upon, there were Articles a- 
gainſt John Grove, under the Name of Honeſt Wilkam, 
and againſt one Pickering, as two of the Afaſſins 
that were m a Conſpiracy to Murder the King. I 
Pitch upon Theſe Two by Name, becauſe I find 
Thcir Part, '-and the Traznſation about, the Windſor 
Letters, very Clearly, and Orderly ſet forth, in a 
Diſcourſe calPd [ Az Impartial State of the Caſe of the 
Earl of Danby, &c. ] It was Printed in 1679. and 
{peaks very Expreſsly to the Points here in hand. 
Mr. Chriſtopher Kirkby, and Dr. Tonge Preſented his 
Late Majeſty, Avg. 13. 1678. with Forty Three Arti- 
cles of OteSes True Narrative ( falſly ſo called) in the 
Hand-writing of Tonge;, which the King (going to 
Windſor the Day following ) ſent to the Earl of Dar- 
by; Appointing them to Attend his Lordſhip the 
Next Morning. Upon Tong's Application to the Earl 
of Danby about the Pretended Fopiſh Plor, his Lordſhip 
put ſeveral Queſtions tohim, and Received his Ar- 
fwers, in Manner following. 


Queſt. Whether the Dr. knew Thoſe 
Men who were Called Honeſt William Tonge Examin'd 


and Pickering, who were Named 1n ox the E. of Dan- 
. y about Grove, 
Thoſe Papers ( the Narrative ) & agq Pickering. 
Mea Deſign'd to Afſaſſinate the King. 
Anſw. That they us'd to walk frequently in St. 
Jamss"5-Park, and.if any Body were appointed to 


keep 


\ 
Fe —— ow 4” 4 ; , - « — - _— —_— 
4 Ro , - 
S_—_ oY _ b \ - ? 
@—* $... * We xd; wi LIN LY of 
R q - k 
cn " & _ 


PE In — TO 


Le ae. itt a Et A CE TER -— —- 
” © + _ 
—_ d 


Chap. I. (16) 
keep him ( the Dr. ) Company, it was -Two to One 
but he ſhould have an opportunity of letting that 
Perſon ſee One or Both of them ina Little Time. 

Qneſt. Jf he knew where they Liv d ? for that it would 
be Neceſſary to Secure 1 hoſe Men forthwith, 

Anſw. He knew not at That time, but would 
Intorm himſelf, and let his Lordſhip know very 
Spccdily. 

Herenpon his Loraſhip went Immediately to Windſor, 
and Acquaintes the King, That Dr Tong had been with 
him according to his Maneſties Direttions, And En- 


form?d bis Majeſty of All that had Paſs'd, ( ſhewing 


aſo the Additional Paper t0 rhoſe which had been ſent 
his Lordſhip by his Majeſty) and that he had left a 
Sc; vant at London, purpoſely ro get a ſight of Honeſt 
William, and Pickering, 12 order to the Apprehen- 

| ding of them if his Majeſty thought fit. 
The F. of D3 At This time his LordſInp deſered 
EFOCCEMNg po rne King, Thar one of the Secreta- 
_ OT ries might ſend a Warrant for the 
Apprenending tFem ; and that, the matter being of 
fuch Danger to his Majeſties Perſon, ſome more of 
the Council might be acquainted with it : But his 
Majeſty would Nether let the Jen be Apprehended, *till 
he were more Inform?d of tre Deſign, nor would he fuffer 
the Ear! to ſpcak One Word to any Body of it, but on 
the Contrary Commanded the Earl ſhould not ſpeak of t, 


fo much as ro the Duke of York ; only ſaid, he would 


be very Carefull of himſelf, "till he heard more. 

The Earl wert from Windſor to his Houſe at Wim- 
bleton, arreftivg, that if the Dr. had any thing more 
to {ay unto him of That Matter, he ſhould come to him 
thuber, or ſend away That Gentleman the Earl had 
left ro ſtay with him, to ſee the Men, and Learn their 
Loagings ;, and to be Diligent in bringing any Intellzgente 
which Required Haſte. ” OI 

| | Accordingly 
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Chap. I. Cux) 


Accorainely That Gentleman did go from T,ondon 
to Wimbleton every Day, and back to the Doftor at 
Night ;, and did ſometimes bring Additional Papers to 
the Former, and brought Enformation of the Dwellings 
of Honeſt William, and Pickering, and brought word 
alſo from the Dattor, that he ſhould be able to give his 
Lordſhip Certain Notice before-hand, when any of them 
were togo to Windior: Of All which the Earl never 
failed to give his Majeſty an Account, from time to time. 

Among other Enformations, the Dr. 
went one Night to Wimbleron him- Tongs Sham of 
ſelf, and told his Lordſhip that ſome of *"© Ruthans go- 
the Intended Aſſaſſinates were ro go "5*9 Wore 
the next morning to Windſor, but that he could order 
it ſo that the Earls Gentleman ſhould go in the ſame Coach 
with them, or if the Coach ſhould be Full, he might go 
on Horſe-back in their Company, and watch them ſo as 
to ove None of their Arrival, and take them more Con- 
wemently that way, upon the Place, where they would not 
be able to g1ve any accou;:t what they had to do there. 

Hereupon the Earl order?d this Gentleman to Obſerve 
the Drs. Direttions, and went immediately himſelf to 
Windſor : where he acquainted hzyz Majefty with All 
This, and order was taken for ſeiziiio Theſe Men at 
thew Arrival at Windſor : Bur inſtcad of That, the 
Gentleman brought W076 from the Dr. that Something 
had Prevented their going that Day 3 but that they 
zntended their Journey the aay Following, or withia 1wo 
Days at fartheſt, but then alſo News was brought that 
they were again Prevented, by one of their Horſes 
being ſlipt in the Shoulder ; or ſome ſuch Accident. 

Whereupon his Majeſty (who before 
world not give Credit to 1t)did then take The King bc- 
it for ſo Meer a Fiction, that Nor- EV «Nothing aÞ 
withſtanding all the Earl could ſay to ET 


£e the Bus'nefs Communicated to Qthers, beſides him- 
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ſelf, the King was more Poſitive 70t to Permit it, ſay- 
ing, He ſhould Allarm all Erglaza, and put thoughts 
of Killing him, into Peoples Heads, who had no ſuch 
thoughts before. 

The Earl having done All that lay in his Power, and 
baving Buſineſs into Oxtordſhire, askt leave of his Ma- 
jeſt y ro go thither ( being but 1wenty Iwo Miles from 
Windſor, whither he could return in half a day ) and 
lift Order at Wimbleton, to have any thing Dispatch*d 
to him, that ſhould come from Dr. Tonge. 

Accordingly, 1 Three days after, 


S ne _ ot came a Letter from the Doftor to the 
ed JR - Ws. , 
= _ $ Earl, erving Notice of a Pacquet of 


Letters from Jeſuits. Concern*'d in 
the Plot, which were to goto the Poſt-Houſe in Wind- 
for. Direttedto one Bedingfield a Pricft : Wherenpon 
the Earl returned immediately to Windſor, and En- 
form'd his Majeſty, ſhewing the Dottors Letter, and his 
Majeſty reply*d,that there was {uch a Pacquet had been 
Deliver'd ſome Few hours before by the ſaid Beading - 
field, to the Duke of Tork 3 and that Bedinefield had 
rold the Duke, he fear*d ſome Ill was intended him by the 
ſaid Pacguer, becauſe the Letters therein ſeem'd to be of 2 
Dangerous Nature, and that he was ſure they were not 
the Hand-writing of the Perſons whoſe Names were 
Subſcribed ro the Letters. 

This ſtill begot Leſs Bclief in his 


The Pacquet Majeſty that there was any Real Plot; 
Confirm'd to Inſomuch, that I have heard the Earl 
tea Cheat. 4 


ſay, he doubted whether ever he had 
been permitted to produce Theſe Papers, and Intelligence 
he had Received from Dr. Tonge, if his Royal High- 
neſs had not been Earneſt to have the Truth of Thoſe 
Letters Examin'd, which had been brought to him by Mr 
Bedingfield ; by which means he got leave at the ſame 
rime to produce the ſaid Papers, and Letters to the 

_—_ TT —— -- E Council, 
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Councill, and from Thence, they have all been Tranſ-- 
mitted to both Houſes of Parliament, 12 One of which 
they remain at This Day. 
When they were firſt Produced to the The Letters Pro- 
Council, # Dr Tonge v70zght thither = : ode 
to Atteſt them, the Dr. then ſaid, He  ENR 
was Sorry they had becn Diſclos'd ſo ſoon, and that 
it would have been much better, and more would 
have been Diſcovered, if the Bus?nefs had been 
kept Conceal'd ſome time longer. Fol. 14. 15. 16. 
This Narrative-Part of the Story could not be well 
Omitted. But to return now to my Firſt Matter. 
The Atrorny-General was Mani- 
feftly Privy to Every Step of this Pr9- 5ST W. Jones 
ceeding; and ſaw the S$9am Thorough Privy to All. 
and Thorough, in the very A& of Diſcloſong it. 
But upon the Winding-up of his Report, he comes 
a Little Homer to the Pozat. 
Some Objections have been made , 4 
: 1 M9” ; nd Convinc'd 
( ſays he ) as 79 te Credit of Mr. that Orcs wasan 
Otes, againſt Some Particulars of þ5 Impeſtor. 
Teſtimony, which Relate to the General 
Deſign : Wherein he 2s Suppos'd ro be Miſtaken. But 


becauſe thoſe Objc&tions are Bany, and Some of 


them not made by T hee Pritoncrs, nor perhaps, Wilt 
be ; and becauſe I am not Certain what Anſwer he 
Can make to them, when they ſhall be Objeted againſt 
2mm; A think it fit not tro Mention them in Particular ; 
but ſhall oaly Conclude, by makins Two Queſtions, 
whici, 1 Conceive, do properly belong to This Matter. 

i. Whether the Evidence of One Witneſs be Suif- 
cient, either to Indict, or Convict a Man of High- 
Treaſon of This Nature ? 

2. If i be Mot; Whether here be any Evidence 
againſt Theſe Particular Perſons, beſides the Single 
Ugſtimonp'of Mr Otes ? ES 
[0:9 Oth. 1678, All which ts Humbly Submitted. 
| ; 5 W. Jones. 
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Notes upon Sir With theſe Words, Sir WF. Tones 
W. Jones'es Einal Cloſes Hs Keport . Where, It is Re- 
Report. markable, that he was Conſcious of 
Objections made, both General, and 
Particular :, wherein Otes 1s, In a Soft way, | Suy- 
poſed 7] 70 be Piltaken, ( Only { Suppoſed ] That is, 
and only CMBiſteken.)] But in the Next Line, Thoſe 
ſome Objeftons are grown to be Many ; Though 
for the Comfort of the Cauſe, the Priſoners have not 
hit upon ſome of *em as Yer, and perhaps never Wil. 
And becauſe a body does not know what Ores Can 
be able to ſay for himſelf, if thoſe Ovjettions ſhould 
come to be laid Home to him ; Therefore, *twere 
better to ſay Nothing of *em, and een take the 
Rogues on the Blma-fide, and Hang-*em-up for want 
of Means to make the Peſt of their Defence. 
Let any Man lay Thele Matters together now : 
3. e. The Kidicnulo;rs Tacongrnuities of the Enformations, 
and of Theſe Letters. The Preſence of Mind, and the 
Wonderfull Sagacity of the Aitoray General, to Diſcern, 
to Sif;, and to find-ourt the Truth, and Borrom of ſuch 
a Caſe as This : with the Teraency, and Biaſf of his 
Report, and there will need no more to ſatisfy any 
Reaſonable Man, whether 57 William Jones believed 
This Narratve-Plot to be a Real Conſpiracy, or a Coun- 
zerfeit, But if it ſhall appear, that he Sulpected 1t at 
Firf, and gave Tredit to it Kfrerwards, it is the 
only Inſtance that ever I met withall, of a Caſe 
wherein the Repuration of This Plot, ended upon any 
Hans Hands. But the Beſt way of Expounding this 
Great Man of Law, will be to Compare what he 
Thought of it at Firſt, with what he Did in it Afrer- 
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CHAP. IL 


An Extract of ſome Paſſages out of the 
Manage of Otes'es Evidence, 17 the 
Proſecution of 7t, Compar'd with Sir 

'W. Jones'es Opinion, and Report, 
as to the Credit of þ1s Teſtimony at 
the Time of Stating tt. 


make a Reaſonable Eſtimate, Tgnorance and 


. -1z. Crcdul ty gave 
in ſome Modeſt Degrec of Pro the Plut Credit, 


I a Man would ſet himſelf to 


portion betwixt the Believers, and 
the Diſbelicvers of the Pretended Popiſh Plot ;, a body, 
in my Conſcience, might Compute up>n it leaſt Nine 
and Thirty, of Forty parts of the Nation, tint in ſome 
Meaſure or other gave 1t Creait, for One that ſav 
the ſmpoft ure of It, — vi the very beginning. That 
is to ſay, thorough all the Blinds, Pretexts, and Diſ- 
guiſes, that were put upon us, from the Barr, the 
Pulpit, Caballs, Coffee- Houſes, Committees, fc. in fa- 
vour of the Deſign. But the Artorny General was not 
a Perſon to be thus Impos*d upon ; and to a Man that 
had Sepn, Obſerv'd, and kept in his Memory, the 


Prattices, and the IActhods of the Scottiſh and Engliſh 


Rebellions, under Charles the Firſt, the Story of Tong, 
and Otes, was no more then a Tale the Second Time 
Told, and the Common People, that neither Under- 


ſtood the Reaſon, nor Conſider'd the Iſue of things, 
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hung by the Chopps like Gri775 upon the Bait of Re- 
ligion and Property, though the next remove, was to 
be Effectually, from the Worm to the Frying-Pan. 
Briefly,wherec there was neither Experience, nor Con- 
ſraeration ;, but Damned Perjuries on the One fide, to 
work upon Good Nate, and Credulity, on the Other ; 


and neither the Faculty of Diſtzaguiſhing, nor the. 


Aegns of Diiþroving , what Remedy but Patience ! till 
the Scales ſhould fall from the Peoples Eyes, and till 
{ime, and Miſcry, ſhould bring them to their Wits 
and their Dyties again, and fo to a Sight of their Sins, 
by a Senſe of their Puniſhment, The Wiſdom of the 
Aultitzde does not lye fo much in thetr Heads, as 
in their Skins, and their Pockets; Their Feeling, 1s 
their Vzderſtanding ; and Evil Conſequences, are Lit- 
tle more with Them, then that which they commonly 
call, the Luck oz?t. I have taken up This Digreſſion, to 
the End that there may be no Place Left for the 
Drawing of any MAalevolent Inferences from the 
Head that I am now upon. | 
There are Three Things here, wherein a Man may 
be Poſitive, with Honeſty, Diſcretion, 
Otes'cs Narra- and Good Afanners. 1. That Otes 1n 
fivewasa Pale hjg Narratioie, and Enformations, was 
ble Practice, and "; iti ; , 
Sir W. |. knew Olrectly Felo ae fe, as any Man may 
a3 much. Unqueſtionably fatisfy himſelf upon 
the Readiro of em. To ſay nothing 
of his Rank Abſurdities, and Paipable Contraatttons, as 
they are Expos'd from one End to the other of the 
Second Volume of Obſervators, 2ty. That Si I. Jonrs 
Himſelf, upon the Sraring of the Evizerce dees MOre 
then Tacitiy Preſume, and Acknowleave, the Gre! 
VU;:l/tciybood, at leaſt, if not the Downrioht Incredibility 
&f his Teſtimony. -31y. That it is very Hard to Kecon- 
cile the Progrefs of his Profecution, to the Tenor of Nis 
E;rſt Report. And this Third, 1s the Point that I am 
111 
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in This Place to Purſue, with a Charity for Ali Er- 
rors, and Complyances, upon Adiſenformation, or AMi- 
ſtake. 

It would have been orally Im- 
poſſible, for the Confpirators of One The Methols «| 
and Forty, ever to have Gain'd their *? * action. 
Point upon Charles the Firſt, without 
a Proteſtation, or Covenant, to Unite them : (as I have 
Hinted already ) And the Dot#rine of Co-ordination, 
to Head them, under the Colour of a Quorum of the 
Three Eſtates They could never have brought 
their Ends about, I ſay, without This : Beſide, 
that after Theſe T'wo Steps Advanced, with Impr- 
nity, and Succef, the Work was more then Half- 
done : And over and above the Proportion betwixt 
the Means, and the End, the very Attempe of Theſe 
Encrochements upon their Prince, did Manifeſtly 
Import a Deſign of taking the Sovereignty into their 
own Hands. This They Attempted upon Charles 
the Second, in the Aſſociation, and in the Bill of Ex= 
cluſion. The Former, was to Unite, and Strengthers 
the Confederacy; and the Other was to Invade, and to 
Uſurp upon the Prerogative Royal : And what had 
they more to do, after Aſſuming Abſolute Power to 
Themſelves, and Tranſlating the Allegeance of the Peo- 
ple,from their X29 to their Fellow-Subjefts, ( which 
was Expreſsly the Caſe of their Aſſociation, and, in 
Conſequence, That of the Bull of Excluſion too ) then 
to Kill, and take Poſſefſion ? Or, in a word, what 
could They Propoſe Leſs to Themſelves, by ſetting 
Theſe Practices afoor, then the Subverſion of the 
State? Only for the better Face of the Bulineſs, 
Religion is made a Cloak to their Ambition, and the 
Crown to be Secur'd in the Peoples Hands, 
for fear of Popery. But let jt be either the 
One way or the Other, The Thing was to be 
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done however, and whether by an Ambitions Zeal, 
or a Holy Ambition, it Comes all to-a Caſe. 

There came out an Octavo in Eighty One, under 
the Title of [| Ar Exatt Collettion of the moſt Conſs de- 
rable Debates in- the Honourable Houſe of Commons, at 
the Parl,ament hdd at  mbftcs the one and 
T wentic:h of October, 1680. ] The ſeveral Speeches 

FRIRg arc Introduc'd with "the Two Firſt Letters, 

© Publiſher Intends them, of the Speakers Name. 

_ the matter as I find it. There are many Lew*d 

| *tis True, reported in the Book, according 

- the Tenſe of the Times they were ſaid to be Spo- 

kc In; but I have not, as yet met with any Ex- 

ception to it, of Far, for the matters therein 
Deltiver'd. 

I do not here Propoſe the Stridneſſes of a Ae- 
thodical Diviſion, in a Caſe where I have Scarce 
room barely to Name ſome Few General Heads, be- 
fore I Leavethem. Here's a Plot Suppos'd ; The Bz- 
7g of it, Preſuin'd ; and the Danger of 1t taken for 
Granted : Together with a Formal Contemplation of 
the Riſe of it, the Operations, and the Remedbes. I 
find Several Pallages in this Book, under the Title 
of { Sir WM, F.] Referring to all theſe Particulars. 
As for Inſtance. 

UPON a Report maid by Col. Birch of the In- 
{ormations relating to the Iriſh Plot, &c. Fan. 6. 
1681. Sir W. T7. 15 repreſented Speaking in Theſe 
Words. I | | 

Mr. Speaker. 


wy - 


SH, 


| T he Evidence which you have heard 
The Iriſh groun- at the Bar, and the Report which hath 


4105s agg been Read, as to the Popiſh Plot 
; SO OTIRE45 81 ireland, 7s xo exly a Plain Diſcove- 
| ry 


{ 
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ry of the Dangerous, and Deplorable Condition of 


the Proteſtants iz Ireland, bur a Great Tonfirmation 
of what Dr. Otes, and the reſt of the Witneſſes, have 
ſaid, as tothe Plot Here: So that Now |. No Man can 
have any Exciſe for not Belfeving itz but ſuch as 
are Miſled by Others, who Know 1t too well, becauſe 
they are En it. I Cannot but obſerve what a Toherence 
and gg: cemeit there 1s, tm the Carrying on the Two 
Plots. Collections. p. 230.] 

Ta Seventy Five, and Seventy 
Six, all the Clergy in Ireland ſaid, (as The Duke of 
Fitzgerard Depoſeth) that the Duke of ar w-ronkogg 
York ſhould be King in 1678. KC. pgs, 
And doth it not appear by the Wit- 
neſles here, that they Intended about That Time to Cut- 
off the King ; Maſſacre moſt of the Proteſtants, and to 
Conquer Others, &c, And doth not This Agree, not 
only with Dr Otes'es Diſcovery,but Prances 200? p.231. 
And ſo he goes on, Deſcanting upon Parallels and 
Reſemblances, *till at laſt, finding, that All the Plots 
Center in the Duke of York ; he adviſes a Declaration 
to This Purpoſe. 

That the Duke of York's being a 
Papiſt, and the Expeftation which SCW. ]. propos 
That Party have of his coming ſuch to —_ CO 
the Crown, have given the Greateſt En- © | : 
couragement to the Popiſh Plot mw Ireland as well as 
Here. p. 233. 
Tis Keſolve leads tn a Bill of Excluſion, without 
any more ado ; and Sr W. F. is no leſs Earneſt for 
an Aſfociation-Bill Provided, he ſays, it might be made 
4s 1t ſhould be. Þ. 183. 

For This Bill (ſays he) muft be 
much ſtronger then That in Queen Eli- Anda ftrong 
2abeth*s Days; That was for an Aſ- Bill of Aſio- 
| fociation oaly, after her Death, but 1 ©3192 
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eannot tellif ſuch a Bill will Secure us Now; the Cir- 


cumſtances we arc under, being very Different. In 
Queen Elizabeths days rhe Privy Conncellors were 
All for ths Queens Intereſt, and Now for the Succeſ- 
ſor's ; Now, Moſt of the Privy Councellors are for 
the Succeſſor, and Few for the King. Then the Mini- 
ſters Unanimouſly agreed to keep-out Popery, now we 
have too much reaſon to fear there are many that are for 


Bringing-it-In. 1» Thoſe days, they All agreed to keep 


the Popiſh Succeſlor 2 Scotland ; New, the Major 
art agreed to keep the Succeſſor Here : All which muſt 
be conſider?d, in drawing rp the Bill. p. 184. 
He takes a great deal of pains, in Another place, 
to ſhew the Danger and IVeceſſity of Things; and it is 
Obſexvable, in the Heat of his Courſe ; how he does, 


_ Effectually, Drop the Bus'neſs of the Plor, and Trans- 


ferr the Ground of the Excluſion to a Scruple of 
Relig1on. 
As to the Danger, (Sr W. F. ſays) 


The Danger It cannot ve Imagin'd that the Great 
Transferr' Þody of Proteſtants which are in This 


from the Popiſh 
Plot to the Reli- - 
£10Ns. 


Nation. will Camely ſubmit to the Po- 
iſh Yoak; which they will in Time 
ſee, nt be the Conſequence of Sub- 
mitting to 4 Popiſh king 5 wir-our ſome Struggling, 
P. 91. ] The Safety of the King and Kingdom depend 
upon it. P. 92. And fo again : [ By aſſifting the Po- 
piſh Faction, his Mewſiy is reauced to Great Difficul- 
ries and Trouble in the Aaminijtiatioa of his Regal Ali- 
thority, and the Credit, Peace, ard Tranquility of the 
Nation, almoſt Irrccoverably Loſt, As to All which, 
the Art of Men cannot fluid out any Remedy, as long as 
there is a Popiſh Succellor, 4zd the Fears of a Popiſi 
King ; And Therefore I hitmbly Move you This Bull 
may Paſi.| P. 94. | T hat 15 to fay the By of E xcluſion. 
| [. Withore 
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L Withour the Exclufion-Bill, there 

can be no Expeatent. P. 192. ] All No Safety witi.- 
other Aits of Grace will but ſerve to ours Bil) of Ex- 
Fatten us for the Slaughter of our Ene- © 

71s. P. 1935. ] 

I am againſt the Vote that was Propos'd, That the 
Dukes bezng a Papiſt hath rendred him Uncapable of 
the Crown ; for that were to take 07 us a Legitlative 
Power ; but let your Queſtion be, That it is the Opi- | 
nion of This Houſe that the Kings Perſon, no2 Prote- 
ſtant Religion Cannot be Secure without That 
Bill. p. 248. ] : | 

In the Firſt Suggeſtion, there is not 

only a Seattien Predifted, but Tacitly Notes upon the 
Encourag'd, and the Queſtion 1s no co rr — 
longer a Popiſh L£onfpiracy ; but a * 
Popiſh Dutceſſo): the Apprehenſion being now remov'd, 
from the Plot, to the Rehgion : So that the Cauſe was 
not the Same, in the Political -Aoitation of it, that 1t 
was in Weſftminſter-Hall before a Court of Juſtice : 
For in the One Caſe, the Duke was to be Diſtnherited 
for being the Preſumptive Head of the. C onSfiracy 3 
And in the Orher, he was to be Precluded, for be- 
ing of the Communion of the Church of Rome. And 
It 1s very Notable. Likewiſe, quite thorough, that 
there was not One Argument againſt the Succeſſor, that 
was not LevelPd at the Xing in Poſſeſſion too ; And 
the Doctrine of Excluding his Royal Highneſs, did not 
only Authorize the Depoſing of his Late Majeſty, but 
had, many Years hefore, Afually Cut-off, the Head 
of his Bleſſed Father. 

We have had Sr W. Jones's Thoughts already,upon 
Otes and his Plor, in his State of the Evidence : It comes 
now to be Enquired into, what Opinion the ſame 
Str Wiltam Tones had, of the Credit of the ſame Otes, 
and the ſame Plor, at the King*s Bench at Weſtminiſter, 

upon 
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upon the Tryals of Greer, Berry, and Hill. Feb, 10. 
167%. And afterward, at the Tryal of William Y;ſ- 
gount Stafford. &c. upon [ an Impeachment of the Com- 
075 of England, i! November a4 December 
1680. ] Upon a matter of Four Months C onſuderation 
In the Former Tryal, ( Computing from his State of 
the Evidence Ott. 18. 1678.) And above Two Tears 
time to adviſe with his Second thoughts afterward ; 
in the Latter ; wherein he acted as one of the Com- 
mittee appointed to Manage the Evidence. | 

I was ſaying ſomewhat &en now, 


The Credit of that upon the Firſt ſtarting of this 
the Plot letien dd ay ſterious Sham, the Topique was ſo 


dayIye Popular, and the People ſo prepar'd to ' 


be Cozer'd, that there was not One Man of Forty, but 
Believ?d, more or lets of that Romance : though from 
that time to this, the Credi: of it ( God be Thank- 
ed, ) has gone on, Leſſening and Leſſening ſtill, *till in 
the Concluſion, there's not One Man of a Thouſand, 
that does not look upon 1t, 1a his Conſcrezxce, and in 
his Judgmezt, to have been a Bloudy and a Scandalous 
Cheat ;, Now if Sir Wilham Jones gave it more Repu- 
tab10.., after Iwo TT, ears I ime for Scrutiny and Recolle- 
ion, and where the Lives of ſo many Men of Honour, 
Faith, and Integrity to their Prince, were at Stake up- 
on the Iſſue ot the Caxſe, then ever he thought it 
| Horthy of, upon the Firſt Summing- 

Oniy it Mended yp of the Depoſerions, he was the On- 
1 p0:1 or W _— ly Man certainly, of the three King- 
83 1 HI GR doms, of whom it may be faid, that 
the Longer he Conſider 'd of it, the Better he Lik*d it. 
For it 1s IVaturally, and Reaſonably to be Preſum'd, 
that he had all the Exformations, and Suggeſtions, Pro 
and Cor, under his Eye; and that if there were any 
Conſiderable Number of G roſs. C ontradittons, and [1- 
conſiſtences in The Evidence, he was Undoubtedly fo 
i! | much 


\ . 
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much aſter of his Buneſs as to Retrieve, and to Diſ= 
cover the [ntrigne. So that taking for Granted, tha 
he wanted neither Means, nor Bramms, nor Induſtry . 
to Carry him the neareſt way to his Forrneys Ead : 
it muſt be Concluded, that he Saw as much of the 
matter as was to be Seer ;, and that he knew as much 
of it as was to be kn-w? : But how far he' Emprovd 
thoſe Advantages to the Delivering of the Innocent, js 
Submitted to an Impartial Cenſure, and Conſideration, 
in that which Follows : And Fir, upon the Tryals 
about Sir Edmunabury Godfrey. 

The Cauſe of Greer, Berry, and 
Hill, *tis True, was not ſo Proper- Of Green, Berry, 
ly Orefes Plot ; in Striftnef,, as a Su- 39d Hill, 
perſtrufture Rais'd upon it : Though all the Pretend- 
ed Proofs of the General Plot, Involve a Juſtification of 
Oteres., as the Foundation of the IVihole Projet : Be- 
fide that Ores could have done no more ; without his 
Coroboratias Fellow-Swearers, then They Could have 
done without His Scheme of Articles to Swear by. So 
that though the Story of Godfrey does not Aﬀectt Ores 
(to Borrow his own Word ) Yet Bealoe, and Prance 
do mightily affett him, in Lenaing him an Affidavit or 
two, toward the Crurching up of an Imporent Plor,that 
by this time was Lame of ail Four. Nay take the 
matter Aright, and according to the Juſt Reaſon of 
the Thing ; Green, Berry, and Hill, were not Hang'd 
ſo much for Godfrey, as for Ores ; for it was for the 
Plots ſake, that the Murder was brought-on ; They 
wanted Seconds to the Confiracy, and ſo made uſe 
of a freſh Brace of Miſcreants, to Kill Two Birds with 
One Stone, They that* would Swear Falſe to a Plor, 
would Swear falſe to a Murder; And they that would 
Swear Falſe to a Murder, would Swear Falſe to a Plot : 
So that begin where you will, T?*cther comes-on, in 
Conrſe, and it breaks no Squares betwixt the m_ 
an 
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and: the Client, whether he Pawns his Soul for One 
Perjury, or for Two, or which goes Firſt. 

In the Tryals of Greer, Berry, and Hill, Mr. At- 
zorny General has theſe Words. 

My Lora, As Murder ts allways a 
Sir W. J. upon wery Great Crime; So the Murder 
Godfreys Mul- which is now to be Tryed before your 
dere 700. 5 nr bc” th 7 

or aſhip, 15, it may be, the Moſt Hei 

nous and Barbarous that ever was Committed. The 
Murder was Committed upon a Gentleman and upon a 
Magiſtrate ; And 1 wiſh he had not Therefore beer: 
Murder'd, becauſe he was a Piotciant Magiſtrate. 
Greens Tryal. fol. 6.7. 

It Sir Wilkam Jones had been Minded of Another 
Murder, wherein both the Gerrleman, the Magiſtrate, 
and the Proteſtant, were Maliciouſly, and Rebelliouſly 
brought to the Scaffold, in the Perſon of a Moſt Gra- 
cious, a Pious, and a Lawfull Priace, he would not, I 
hope, have accountcd the £27:rder there in Queſtion, 
to have been the mt Heinous and Barbarous, that ever 
we Committed : Efpecially Valuing himſelf, as he 
does, ſome Three or Four Lines after, upon the 
Pains he kad taken for the Perfett Underſtanding of 
This Aﬀair. 

I (ſays he) that have made a Strict Examination 
into this latter, do find that 1 ſhall better Spend my Time 
n making Obſervations, and ſhewing how the Wiitneſles 
do Agree, After the Evidence given, then Before. 1bid. 

This Declaration of Ar Attoray, reaches as well 
to Otes'cs Plot, as to Godfreys Murder ;, and it is all- 
ready Granted, that he was as fully Poſleſs'd of the 
Whole Extent of the Matter there 1n Queſtion, as 1t 
was Poſſible for any Man to be, upon. Study, Search, 
and Ernformation. As toany thing purely relating to 
the Matter of Sr Edmund-bury Godfrey, I ſhall Remit 


my ſelf upon that Particular, to the Third Part of 
/ Thys 


Chap. II. CY EF] 
This Brief Hiſtory, which 1 have Expreſsly Refery*d 
for a Diſcourſe upon That Subject. 

In Fol. 7. of Greens Tryal, Mr. Attorny Grafts 
the Murder of Godfrey upon the Diſcovery of the Late 
Horrid Plot ;, and ſets forth how Induſtrious Sr Ed- 
mund was in finding out the Principal Attors in That Plot; 
and how Mortal an Enemy to Prieſts and Jeſuits 3 
Whereas it is Notoriouſly known, that he calPd 
Otes a Rogue, and a Cheat, from the very Beginning z 
and that he did many Good Offices to Knowr Prieſts, 
when he found them in Diſtreſs, to the Extreme 
hazzard, both of his Perſon and Eſtate. Let it Sut- 
fice, that I do here Afirm This to be True, and 
Oblige my ſeif ro Prove it fo, upon Authorities Un- 
queſtionable, hercafter. 

It is but matter of Courſe, for 
Mules ( according to the Adage ) ro Otes, Bedloe, 
Knab one another ; and ſo there's no = aber mea} 
Love Loſt betwixt Ores, Prance, and 12 
Bedloe : The Two Latter put their ShovIders to the 
helping of Ores'es Plot out ar a Dead Lift ; And 
Thankfull Otes does as much toward the Helping out 
of Bealoe and Prance, in Sr Edmund-bury Godfreys 
Murder. Godfrey told Otes a Tale, it ſeems, how the 
Popiſh Lords had Threaten'd him, and what a Fright 
he was in for fear of his Life, from the Popiſh Party ; 
and how they had been ſeveral days Dogging of him. 
Tryal. Fol. 12. So that Ote-es Teſtimony ſome way or 
other, was the Life of the Cauſe all this while; and 
take away That Pillar, the whole Builazng finks into 
Rubbiſh : But to ſee now, at the Cloſe of the Tryal, 
and of the Day, how Mr. Actorny Bleſſes himſelf, to 
ind Every thing made out fo Clear, even to Ad- 
MIration. 
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Chap. L. t3Þ) 
T inteaded ( ſays he) when I began 
A Groſs Turtia- to open the Evidence, to have made 
Iity. ſome Obſervations after the Evidence 
Ended ; to ſor how Each Part cf it did Agree, and how 
the Main was Strengthen'd by Concurring Circum- 
ſtances : But in Trath, the Kings Evidence did fall 
out much butter ten I corla Expett : And the Defence 
of the: Priſoners much Weaker then I could foreſee : Sy 
that I thiak the Proof againſt the Priſoners is ſo Strong; 
and ſo Little has been Alleged by them 1a their Defence, 
that it woitld be but loſs of Time to do what I at firſt In- 
tended. fol. 71. ] As to the Stragth of the Evidence, 
and the Weakneſs of the Defence ; the Tryal is Extant, 
and let the Cauſe ſpeak for it ſelf. But Thus however, 
he £0CS OTl Harangnng upon the Harmony of the MW1tr- 
neſſes, ?ull at lalt he Crowns tne Exploit, with an 
Addreſs to the Jiry in Theſe Words, 
I ſhall ſay ao more, but Conclude tg 
Sr W. ]'s Entia- the Jury with That Saying that I re- 
ONT © membcr in the Book of Judges, ( tm the 
I Caſe of a Murder 700, though of ano- 
ther Natrre ) Judges 19. 30. The People ſaid there 
was no ſnch Deed done, nor ſeen, from the Day 
that the Children of 1ſ-2c! came out of Egypr.] And 
T may fay there was never ſuch a Barbarous Murther 
Committcd ia England, ſince the People of England were 
Freed from the Yoke of the Popes Tyranny and as *ns 
ſaid Thcre, fo fay I wow ,, Conlider of it, Take ad- 
vice, and ſpeak your Minds, fol. 72. 

The Barbarons Murder of Charles the Firſt is for- 
g0tten, here once again : Þut now we are upon the 
Subject of Innocent Blood; let any Man ſet the Bloud 
that was Drawn upon This Authority, and Encourage- 
ment, againſt That, which was There in Queſtion, 
and then lay his Hand upon his Heart, To ſay nothing 
of the ves that were Afterwards Sacrificed, ay” 

the 
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the Countenance, and in Conſequence 
of That Preſident. It Cannot be too foro It; 
often Repeated, that Mr. Arrorny je ne 
had all Me Papers at his Conti Rr OM 
that might give him Light to a Diſtine and Perfect 
Underſtanding of the Main Caiſe, and Every Part of 
it : As the Journals of Both Houſes ; The Council-Mi- 
utes; and Other Publique, and Atreſted Enformati- 
075: that he had the Whole Cauſe before him, as in a 
Breviat, and the Means, Conſequently, of Comparing 
every Several Witneſs with Himſelf, and every Wit- 
eſs Regpettively, One with Arother, to ſee how far 
their Oaths upon the Lords Journals agreed with what 
they Swore1n Cowrt; and how far their Depoſitions 
before the King and Council, or before ſo many of 
his Majeſties 7:ſtices of the Peace, Squar*d with Both, 
or Either of the Other. By Vertne of Theſe Advanta- 
ges, Sr. Wiliam Jones vas upon ſo great a Certainty of 
Knowledge in All he Said, or Did, upon this Matter, 
that it was hardly poſhble for any Practice cf Con- 
federacy; any Doubling or Shuffling ;, any Flaw, Con- 
tradittion, or Equivocation in the Evidence to Scape 
him. Beſide that he wanted neither Wiſdom, nor In- 
duſtry to make the beſt of his Mareriels. And yet up- 
on laying Things together, It is, a little hard tro 
Imagine, how this Learned Gentleman ſhould came 
to Phanſy ſo Admirable a Corcurreace of Circum= 
ſtances. The Strength of the Kings Evidences ſo much 
beyond Expectation, and the Defence of the Priſoncrs 
lo ſhort of it ; ina Caſe which to all other Mens Eyes 
appears a meer Huddle, and Miſh-maſh, of Unaccoun- 
table Confaſions * which 1 do here Oblige my ſelf to 
make as Manifeſt as the Light of the Sun, in the Cor- 
ation of This Story, if I live but a very little while 
bnger, to Firiſhit. The. moſt Favourable Conſtru- 
tion that can be offer*d in Excuſe of the Proceeding, 
, $1 BJ | will 
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will be This ; that though 44r. Artoray had the Care Þ 
of the Cauſe, and the Commard of all Papers and | 
Enformations Concerning it, Multiplicity of other 
Thoughts, and Bus'neſs, might yet Divert him per- |' 
haps, from attending All the Crieical Moaures of the | 
Caſe, ſo Nicely as he Ought to have done. | 8 
Six Wilkam Jones proceeded Thas 

Sr W. J.a Ma- far, in the Quality of Artorny Gene- 
nag-1 againlt ral ; We ſhall ſee now what Part 
the Lord ; 
Stafford. he ſuſtained in the Tryal of my Loyd 

Stafford; as a Manager of the Evi- 
dence, pon an Impeachment in the Names of the Com- 
9201s of England. 

My Lords ( ſays Sr William Jones) I think I may take 
leave to ſay, that the Plot in General, hath been now 
Sufficiently Prov'd. Andif we Conſider whath has been 
Prov*d a: Former Tryals ; ( pon which, many of the 
Offenders, a7d Traytors have been Executed ) what 
bath been Publiſhed #2 Print, and above All, Colemans 
Letters, written all with his own Hand, and for That 
Reaſon Impoſſible to be Falſify'd, we may Fuſtly Conclude, 
zhat there is not a Man in England, of Any Uindet - 
ſanding, but muſt be fully Convinc'd of the Truth of 


the Plot in General, Oc. p. 169. ] 

own andy =_—_ So that I think now Mcne Remain, c 
Flo to be! either "94 do Pretend, Not to Believe ; 
Fools or Coi.ſpi- It, but Two Sorts of Perſons; | , 
Tators. The One, Thoſe that were Con- | | 

ſpiratozs In it ; and the Other, i 

Thoſe that With'd it Had Succeeded, and Deſire it FI .. 
Wap 10 Still. p. 170. in 
This was a Sbot at Kzndom,] hope, G 

The Disbelievers without conſidering where it would Y 
Vindicated. fall : for it makes Af Aer wharſo- IN 
ever, without any Exception of Perfons, to be either I ©. 


Fools, or Knaves, that were not ofthe Ailanagers Bit- 
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/ 11-4 Y 
tended Opi-:i07, I call it [ Pretended, 7] becauſe T look UN 
upon it as a Flight of his Rherorique, rather then a 
Motion of his Conſcience, And that it was Defign'd 
to work upon the Paſſiwns of thoſe that heard him, 
rather then upon their Judgments. This Liberty does 
not only give every Honelt Thinking Man an #Ho- 
ourable Right, but puts nim upon a Defenſrue Neceſſity 
of Throwing-off that Infamous Charatter, let it me? 
Light where it Will, and of Rangeing the Fools, and 6 
the Knaves on the Other {ide. But This 1s a Sentence Cif40 
however, with Two Eaves : One way he makes People | 
Conſpirators,, and Abcerters, for not Believing the Plot, 
at a Uenrnire, whether the Sppoſed Fa# be True, or 
Fal'c ; The Other way, he makes a Gereral ! lot an't, 
by taking Al Tato't that do not Believe it. But as to 
the Proof now, of a General Plot, It Oteses Plot falls, 
there Remains No General Plot to Prove upon. 

Colemans Letters are a Particular 
Matter, of a Perſonal Prattice, and Mr. Colema1's 
Unaertaking, And His Crime, at the Caſe, 
Uttermoſt Stretch of it, amounted to no more, then a 
Forward Intermedaling with State-/atters without a 
Commiſſion. 1 could never find out the leaft Colour 
in that whole Proceeding, to Imagine any ſort of 
Affinity, that Colemans Letter-Plot had with Sir Will. 
Jones'es pretended Narrative Plot. He had a Plot un- 
 Þ doubtedly, upon the Fing”ring of French Mony : But 
| without any Mate, in my Conſcience, againſt Ei- 
JM ther K7zzzy, or Governmert. 

Sir Wilkam Fones draws Inferen- 
ces from the Jeſuits Several Adeer- Sir W. ]. Founds 
ings. Their Raiſing of Arms, and 3 Woe, Tot 
Gathering of Moneys, toward the 3m © ® 

S. © - Bottom. 

Execution of their Deſign, fol. 16g. 
Certain Imaginary Commiſſions,to PopiſhLords; Seditious 
Sermans, and Diſcourſes. Ibid. All which is upon 

A | D2 Otes'es 
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Chap. II. (26) 
Otenes Bottom, fill: # fo my Lord Staffords being 
at Ferwicks C Chamber, and his Bolting-our I reaſonous 
Words in Ote*es Hears 129% againtt the Kg, fol. 170. 
The Pages 178. & 179, are' ſpent in Juſtifying Ores ; 
wherein Sir Wilkam does not only admit Ores*es 
Change of Religinn, but even bleflies Providence fort, 
In theſe Words. 
1 zm ſure it is happy for us that he 
He bleiles Gol Did Change h1s Religion. Without 
forOtes'es being That, we $ 14 not had the Firſt Kaow- 
a Papiitywhea he 
mimſule fears Teage of the Plot, nor of many Particu- 
te was none, lars, mw; ich he EF Aaor Come to know, 
but by Occaſion of that Change fol.179. 
This was a Mighty Miſtake, for we had the Fir/t 
Knowledge of the Plot, from Tone : And then for fo 
Qreat 2 Man, there was as unlucky an Overſight. Sir 
Hlimn Fones, upon the Summing-up of the Evidence, 


makes Ozes ts bea Papiſt though He Himſelf Swore 


he was None, in the 77y47. Nay and he raiſes 4 Argu- 
ments from his Beto the Thing, that he Swore he was 
Not; and Emproves ts For ſwearing Himſelf, t 

the Advarntice of his Evidence. [1 deſrr Ire to pon firs 
my Lord Seatlord) whether Mr Otes was Really a Pa- 
piſt, or did Hut Pretend. { Otes. ] I didonly Wietend; 


I was not Kraiiy One, 1 Declare ir, fol. 123. 
The Evidence ( fays Sr W. inano- 


Fe MaKes 2! ther Place ) z ſo Strong, that I think 
I mw it admits of No Doubt ; and the 
2 ron Offences prov'd againſt My Tow d, and 


tr Reft cf his Dirty, are ſo Foul, that they veel 20 
Aggravation. Tre Offences are againſt the King, againſt 
his Sacred Lite, againſt the Proteſtant Religion, ny 
againſt All Proteitants ; for it was for the Extirpation 
of All Proteſtants out of Theſe Three Nations. I mean 
yor of Every one that is Now ſo, but of Every one 
rvat would have Continu'd fo; Every one amongſt * 
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Chap. IT. (37). 


( if Theſe Deſigns kad been Accomplyld ) muſt either 
1 have Tarrd bis Religion, or twuri'd ont of bis Coun- 
' try, or have been Burn'd 32 3. fol. 186. 
3 Here's 4 Charge of Treaſon againſt every Papiſt in 
the Three Kingdoms ;, to a Sinele Man; Every Prote- 
ftant Throat to be Cut, or to fly his Country, or to 
Turn, or to Burn. Taking away the Kings Life, and 
the Extirpating of the Proteftant Religion by Vio- 
lence, were the Points of the Con5þ:racy - what could 
be more 1zcentive toward an Vzrverfal Tumult ? What 4 
more Keprugnant to Chriſtian Charity, and to Common y 
Senſe, then to Build ſuch Concluſwns upon the Teſlti- 
mony of Abandoa'd © heats, and the Viſſonary Extra- 
vagances of Dreamers of Dreams ;, ( for ſuch wes 
Toage, molt Superſtitioully, according to the Lerter) 
But to carry it further yet : A!! Tyreſe Pritences have 
been Deretted for a Forgery, and a Comnter-Plot Prov'd 
on the Other ſide, to Anſwer Every Malicions Point of 
This. What Atonement is the whole World able to 
make, for the Afﬀronts that have been put upon 
Goas Provideace, Truth, and Fuſtice ; upon the Ho- 
our of the King, the Peace of the Kingdom, and the 
Reputation of the Oppreſs'd, and Injur'd Party. But to 
return to my Point. 
| It will deſerve one word more now, after Oreses 
| Paſling Muſter for a Competent, and a Credible Witneſs, 


; according to Sr William fones'es Qualifications, and 
| Meaſures, to take a little notice on the other {ide 
| what 1t 1s that he makes to be an/zcapacity,for a War- 


rantable, and a Creditavle Diſcharge of that Duty. * Tis 
no great Wonder, where a Profiigate Sodomite, and a 
Common K mght-of-the-Poſt paſles for aTeſt1s Probus: to 
See a Man of Honour, upon tie File, for an 17fa- 
mous Raſcal, 
Sir Wiltam Tones makes his Exceptions to Mr. Lyd- 
cot's Evidence, which he gave Concerning My Lond 
D 3 Caſt Ieman:. 


4 # «7x 
4t 
I. 
*, 
5 
e 
: 
fs 
- 
a 
- : 
- on 
6 - 
Lg 
# 
7” 
" 
5 
. 
| 
4 
y 
: : 
: 
, 
%. 


Chap. II. (38) 


Caſilemain. Lord Staffords Tryal, pag. 115. &c. I re- 
fer the Reader to the 77yal ir ſelf, and he will find 
no need of a Glof upon the Text, to ſhew him how 
that Worthy Honeſt Gentleman was handled in 
Court by the AZanagcs : But He that would more 
Particularly Enform himſelf in the Ground of Sir 
Williams Exceptions, muſt look for his Crime, fol. 
177. upon Summing-up the Evidence. 
| A Man, (ſays Sir W. Jones ) that 
Scandalous Excep«e owns himſelf the Continual Compani- 
tions tMF EYG- on and Secretary, of one ſo Famous 
cots Evidence for | .| ' 
Common Juſtice #7 77 Popiſh Party, 4s my Lord Ca- 
clone to the E. of 1tlemaine is: 4 Man that Pretends 
Caftlemain. he wt never out of his Company ; 
And a Man that owns that two Tears 


frace he was Taking of Notes at a Trial for This Plot : 


Not only for his Curioſity, but for his Lord, who was 
Concerrd in the Accufation. That This Man ſhould be 4 
Fellow of Kings College, ſeems Strange, and "tl it be 
better Prov'd will haraly be Believ'd, Nor will he de- 
ſerve any Credit. : 
From one End to the other of 
The whole Stre's This Hiſtory of the Pretended Popi|h 
lies pM Ote>es  Confpiracy, the Weight of the Proof 

Ed ſtill reſts' upon OreSes Probity and 
Reputation: and the Whole Frame has nothing more 
to Support it, then Floxriſhand Noiſe. The Proof and 
Charaticr cf a Licentious, and Habitual Diſſolution of 
Mynacrs, through the Entire Courſe of Ores'es Con- 
virſation, 1s {till Blown-off with one of Theſe Two 
Barters, St a Rogue to Catch a Rogue 1, That 1s to ay, 
He ravft be a Party to the Treaſon, to Quabfy him 
for 2 T</t1:ony. The other is This: Let him be 
Det-tcd of a Thouſand Fal/ities, A mans Pop't in 
the Month with this Anſwer, [Where*s your Record ] 


Why £7: might have Tadifted him ] If you can Pro- 
| | auce 
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Chap. II. (39) 


duc? a Record, you ſay Something.] when yet to my 
Certain Knowledge, Means have been made by pe 
plication, and Perition, tor Leave to Proſecure him for 
Perjury, according to the Oruinary Methods of Com- 
mon Fuſtice, and there was no Obtaining of it. This, 
in one Inſtance for All, was the Caſe of 24- Cox 2 
Linnen-Draper in Covent Garden, who Frankly and 
Honeſtly made the Attempt, and he was only Brow- 
Beaten, Kepuls d, and Baffled for his Pains. | wonld 
fain get over This Topique, but the ature. the Rea- 
{on, and the Importance of the Subjett in hand forces 
me to be yet a little more at Large. 
It will now come into Courſe, to. 

ſee what Quarret 1t 1s that S7W/;j/ham Notes upon the 
Jones had to the Teſtimony of Myr. Yxceptions to M. 
Lyacot. Firſt, as he was Secretary t9 Mes 

the Earle of Caſtlemaina, he was True to his Lord. 21y. 
In the Honour and Freedom ofa Companion to Him, 
He was 7uſt to his Noble Friend. 3ly. In taking Notes 
for my Lords Service, who was iimſ:lf Concern'd 
in Oteses Accuſation;, He did no more, then what in 
Generoſuty, Good Faith, Common Humanity, Tenaerneſs, 
and Prudence, he was bound todo: He took Notes, 
that he might be able upon any occaſion in the Fu- 
ture to bear Witneſs to 1 Truth , which Truth would 
have been as much Azainſf my Lord, if he were 
Guilty, as For him, if he were Innocent : and the Ser- 
vice he Intended my Lord by Theſe Votes, was only 
the Atteſting of a Truth on his Behalf, in Confidence 
of his Integrity. The Want of an Evidence in This 
. Caſe, would have been Juſt 4s Mortal as the want of 
a Record in the Other before Spoken of; and mens 
Lives were Loſt both ways, in This Controverſy, 
for want of a Legal Proof of an Indubitable Truth. So 
that here's a ſhort Reſulr of the Streſs of the Excepti- 


on. Firſt, Block-up the way toan Enformation of 
D 4 Perury 
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Chap. II. (40) 
Perjury againſt a Forſworn Varlet, and Then Hang-up 
an Honeſt Man, tor Want of one. Make it a 4/de< 
meanor, and a Scandal, High enough to Incapacitate 
any man for a Witneſs, that ſhall Preſume to take 
Nores in a Popiſh Cauſe, and then Truſ-up the Pretend- 
ed Traytor,, though never ſo Innocent, for want of-an 
Evidence to Prove, what was Said or Sworn upon 
ſuch a Tryall. Why This looks like Lying in Wait for 
Bloud ;, when they find they Cannot reach a Man up- 
on a Guilt of Fa#, to Ty-him-up by Surprize for ei- 
ther Ignorance, or Negle, upon a Formality of 
Froof. | | | 
But in One Syllable now; From a General Con- 
templation, or Suppoſition of the Caſe, to the Real Con- 
dition, and Quality of that Caſe as it was found 
afterwards betorea Court of Juſtice, in Truth, and in 
No man was More Pref*d, or 
The Irjuſtice of Fizrder - put to't, and no man put 
= EXCprions himſelf more Franckly upon his Ju- 

A419 open in the , ; E 
Horourable De- Jiificarion then my-Lord Caftlemame : 
fence,and Acouite I remember what Pains was taken 
ta) of the E. of upon hzs Lordſhips Tryal, to make a 
Caitlemain, | Witneſs of. Dangerfield;, A Wretch of a 
Character, to bring an Iafamy upon a Common Jayt - 
And 1 remember an Oath of Oresges there, in a Flat 
Contradittion to what he Swore in my Lord Stafforas 
Tryal.\” 7 nave a Charge of High Treaſon (ſays Ores) 
againſt That 1:2 (one Mr. Hutchiſon, an Evidence a- 
gainſt him ) for Seaucing me from my Religion. My 
Lord, I will Swear he Turnd me tothe Church of Rome; 
and I defire it may be Recorded, Lord Caſtlemain's 
Tryal. fol.51.] Upon the whole Matter, his Lord- 
ſhip was acquitted with H9oir, and to the Confuſion 
ot his Enemies ;, and it is but a. Bare Tuſtice, Ab- 
itractcd from All other Conſiderations, to. ſay, that 
210 


, 


Chap. ll. (41) 


no Man Living, perhaps, has given a more Unconteſta- 
ble Proof of his Faith, and Afﬀetions to the Crown, ther 
Himſelf. And as to Mr Lydcor ( now Sr John Lydcor, 
and Worthily advanc'd toa more Honourable Station) 
It is beyond-Queltion, that he Behav'd himſelf in 
This Office, toward both the Government, and my 
Lord Caſtlemaine, with a Reſolution and Integrity, An- 
ſwerable to-the Charatter of 2 Man of Honour. * 

- There have been ſo many Hares Started in my 
way, and the Change of Subject has Carry*d me in- 
to ſo many Digreſſtons, that I had almoſt forgot one 
Paſſage, which, though formerly Cited, Cannot be 
well Paſs'd over in this Place. 

There were Certain Q«erjes offer'd to the Houſe 
of. Commons, by the Sheriffs of London and Mal. Dec. 
23. 1680. about tne Kings Prerogative, in Dispen- 
fg with any part oi the Sentence upon My Lord 
Stafford ; upon which occaſion, Sir W. F. Deliver?d 
his Opinion, and Advice, in Theſe Words. 

C It is probavie, that the Royal 
Power hath always Diſpenſed with = J' gs 
ſuch Sentences formerly; 2nd if ſo, This ep emge” noo yen 2 
Houſe Lyeth not under any Obligati- <aFora, 
on, to offer at any Oppolition, mor | 
Concern themſelves herein : Eſpecially at This Time, when 
ſuch a Diſpyte may End ia. Preventing the Executi- 
on of the {aid Lord Stafford. And Therefoze I humbly 
Conceive, you MAy co well to give your Conſent,thet 
the faid writ be Execntcd according to its Tenure. 
C olle&tons. P. 215. | | | 

Here's an ſndubirable Prerogative ſubjected to 2 
Qreſtion. The [' Beſoliution ] given, is, that [7r #5 
Pzobable ©. ] Ar Attorneys Advice is, [ Not to Of- 
fer at any Unſeaſonable Oppoſition ] for fear My Lord 
Srafford's Life might be Sav'd by*t. [. The. cf2:e © 


'1ays he, aneviw Give your. Conſent. | 
Ie FOrT 


5. Co Uges. OR. ES 7 
: ROT | 
KARATE to 7 IC 


- 
i 
. 
: 
. 
' if: 
y | 
' 
k v1 
* 8 A PF 
þ 
3. 
. 
f 
, 
: 
ifs 
£ 
- 
4 ; 
= 
o | 
4 is EF 
» 7 + 
3 
Ll 5 j 
YL  ; 
$2 
4 
| ©; 
4 5 
: [/ 
"I 
= 
* 7 
$ ; 
41 : 
| T 
$: 


— - - -- 
Pay a cc _—_ 

- wa s - F > bt; R 
£ vn h, ET $7 %__ 
—_— » bs WO... CI « - — 

a I RO 

RI 


he 
"Ye TOR 


oa... . 
"i oi 
= » 


— . 


Chap.lII. (42) 


For the Avoiding of Confuſion, I have Interjected, 
(where there was Room Convenient for*r, ) Some 
Remarques, and Refiexions, upon the Attorny Generals 
State of the Evidence, and upon the Progreſs of his 
Animadvuerſions, 1n the Further Proſecution of that 
Pretended Popiſh Cauſe, as well in the Quality of a 
Kings Councel, upon the Tryals of Green, Berry, and 
Hill, as in That afterward of a Principal Manager of 
the Evidence againit my Lord Stafford. This did not 
yet Hinder the Saving to my ſelf, the Liberty of a 
Word or 'Two more upon the Whole Matter, at Laſt. 

There are Three General Points that fall Naturally 
under Conſideration in This Place, Firſt, Did the 
Kings Witneſſes (as the Law Terms them) Agree in 
their Evidence, or Not ? 2ly. If they did Not Agree, 
Where and How does That appear ? Did they Swear 
One Thing, at One Time, and Another Thing at Arn- 
other ? Was not their Evidence in Coxrt, the Same 
with that before the King and Councel ? The Kings 
Fuſtices of the Peace ;, the Two Houſes, and the Com- 
enittees ? 3ly. Was Sir W. 7. Sufficiently Arm'?d, and 
Inſtrutted, with All Neceſſary Powers, and Papers, for 
the Perfet Underſtanding of the Matter, both in the 
Whole, and in Every Hart ? 


3m To Theſe Three Queſtions, I re- 
The Witneſles turn Theſe Three Anſwers. Firſt, 
Claſh, | That there are Diſagreements, and 
Tnconſiſtencies, in the Evidence, both Joyntly and Seve- 
rally, that are Utterly Impoſſible to be ReconciPd. 
 2ly. I appeal for the Proof of This, to the Cony- 
cil-Books ,, The Lords Fournal, and the Printed Tryals, 
(even nnder All their Partialities ) where their Depo- 
fitions, many times, are no more One to Another, 
then Chalk is to Cheeſe. But not to Clogg the Bus'- 
neſs with Unneceſſary Recitals, the Second Volume of 
Ogſervators has Inſtances in abundance o& This _ 

an 


Chap. Il. (a3) 


and particularly, Num. 61. 62. 72. Upon Ore&es 


Veracities : and Number. 141. 142. 186. &C. upon 


the Harmony betwixt Prarnce, and Bedloe. 

3ly. -As it ſtands Clear, from 
the Nature of the Caſe,and accord- Sir W. ]. had all 
ing to. "ommon Reaſon, and Uſage, Prout gs 
that Sir Wilkam Yones muſt of Ne- |; ia 
ceſlity have All Thoſe Enformations ei- 
ther Before him, or at ©ommand, out of which he 
was to Extract a State of the Evideace, and without 
which, it was not Poſſible for him to do it : So does 
he likewiſe Acknowledge in his Report, the Receit 
of Thoſe Papers, whereupon he was to Ground his 
Opinion, and to Deliver his Judgment. 

Now to Stop the Mouths ofa Certain Republica? 
Caball, that at That Time made ſuch a Noife about 
the Providential Diſcovery of This Plot ; and calPd 
for Humiliation in Sack-Cloth and Aſhes, to Appeaſe 
the Divine Wrath, and, if Poſſible, to Avert This 
Mock-Fudgment from us; The Greateſt Providence 
that ever appear*d in favour of This ConiFiracy was, 
That a Perſon ſo Quick-Sighted to All Other Pur- 
poſes, as to find out the Inviſible Religion of This 
Chear, ſhould Overlook ſo many Groſs Frauds, and No- 
torious {ontradiftons, that lay in ſo Great Numbers, 


and in ſo many Several Shapes, under his Eye, with- 


out taking any Notice of them at all. Now in Truth, 
the [ Judgment] was not the Reality of a Popiſh Plor, 
but the Belief of ſuch a Plot where there was None ;, 
Aſſiſted with a Blind Infatuation, that Hindred men 
from ſeeing a True ConsÞþiracy thorough the (over of 
a Falſe one. 

But to ſay no more of the Afracle of Theſe Over- 


ſights, there is One Slip yet behind, which the Wit of 


Man ſhall never be able to Excuſe ; No, nor ſo much 
as to Palliate, with the leaſt Colour of a Defence. 
ws That 
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Chap. II. (44) 


,Fhat is to ſay; the Bus'nefs of the Five Windſor- 
Letters 5 with which I intend to Cloſe This Chap- 
ter. 
Before I come to Touch This 
Tong and Otes's Matter to the Quick, it is Previouſly 
a —__ to be Noted, and made Knows, that 
TY" ' Tongfs, or Otes? es Narrative of Arti- 
les, wasalreidy as 200d as Hung upon the Hedge, for 
want of Collateral Evidence. The Story of Pickeriag,& 
Grove, made Little or no 1mpreſſ:o» upon his Majeſty; 
And then the Diſappointment of the Ruffans going 
to Windſor, mace the Story yet More Suſpicious ; 
*till, in the Concluſion, Bedingfield 
The Five Letters Pacquet of Letters Confirm'd the King, 


that ſhould have (hat there was No Plot at all, and 
grven them Cre- 


dit Confirm'd the that the Whole was a Forgery : 3 ac- 
Forgery. cording to the Account already gt- 

ven in [ The Impartial State of the 
Caſe of the Earl of Danby. ] The Gradation of the 
Proceeding lies Thns. Firſt, The Truth of the Nay- 
rative was Suspected, 2ly. The Bus'neſs of Grove and 
Pickering, ( that were brought in, to Support Ore 
Canital Branch of the Narrative) made it yet More 
Suſpected. 3:y. The Slurr that was put upon the 
Farl of Danby, inthe Sham of the Windſor Ruffians, in 
purſuance of Groves, and Pickerings Deſien, render®d 
Matters ſtill Vorle 4 nd I orſe. And, 4ly. The Inven- 
tion of the 7c ſuits Litters, that were [r:ump*d-up, in 
hopes of Gaining Creair,, both General, and Particu- 
lar, tothe Entire Train of the Enformation ; put a 
Final End to the Reputation of All that had been Said, 
or Done Befere. 

There 1s enough ſaid already in it's Proper Place, 
to the /Marks of 'Fraftice and Confederacy, In and Up- 
on Theſe Letters [ The way of their coming to Light ] 
(as Sr Wilkam Jones well Obſerves) is fomewhat Ex- 

traoradmary. 


Chap. 11. (45) 
traordinary. Tong and Otes could not be Believd, and 
ſo they Remitted themſelves to the more Certain, 
and Infallible Proofs that would Arie, they ſaid, upon 
the Intercepting of Some Jeſuites Letters at the Poſt-Of= 
fice in Winaſor, according to their Directions. The 
Letters, as is formerly ſaid, fell into the Wrong Hand; 
for though they were Addrefd to Bedingfield, it was 
never Intended that he ſhould have the Opening of 
them : But as Providence Order'd the Matter, fo it: 
Provd; and the Pretended Conspiraror was, Himſelf, 
the Diſcoverer, Againſt Himſelf. This was only 1n- 
troduttive, but the 2Main Streſs lies upon the Deſign, 
and Subjett-AMatter of Theſe Letters ; whethor they 
were Believ'd, or Not Bcliev'd. If they were Not Be- 
liewd:; why did not the Credir of the Letters, and of 
the Plot Vaniſh Together ? it they (ere Believed, how 
came it, that thorough the Whole Series of the Proſecu- 
tion, they were never made Uſe of ; No, not ſo much 
as Nam?d toward Supporting the Belief of This Cor- 
Sptracy ? How came it, I fay, that Theſe Letters, 
that were only Exhibited to keep the Sinking Reputa- 
tion of the Narrative, above V/ater, ſhonld fall to the 
Ground Themſelves, and the Narrative yet Stand 
Firm, without a Foxndation ? As for Example. 
According to the Projcet of the 
Plot, and the Pretext of the Narra- They were the 
tive, the King was to be Murder'd, To), Contents of 
RY . ie Plots 
FORIY EIGHT was the * ypher 
for the King : Grove (nnder the Name of Honeſt 
Wiktam ) and Pickering, were to he Two of the A4ſ- 
faſſins. Four Iriſh Ruffians, over and above. Catholique 
Religion to be Settled. Ireland and Scotland Engagd in 
the Plot: Bedingfield, Ireland, White, Fenwick, Fogar- 
thy, Blundel, were All in the Black Liſt of the Consþ:- 
rators. It is Worthy of a Conſideration now, to fee 
how Theſe Blupdering B4z.:.ards, brought their Five 


RO Letters 
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Chap. IL. (46) 
Letters ( for Theirs they were ) to Square with Theſe 
Particular Heads, though ſo Amwkaraly put together, 
that the Foo! play*d Booty againſt the Knave, and gave 
the Sign out of his hand. The Five P retended Writers, are 
Five of the Consfirators, and they Direct to Beding- 
field, who makes up the Sixth. *Tis a Wonderful] 
Thing now. that Theſe Letters were never Charg'd 
upon Jreland, White, nor Fenwick, at their Tryals : 
And, in Truth, that the Prifners Themſelves never 
Call'd for ?em. Either they were Genuine, and Au- 
thentique, and ſo Belicv'd, and Reputed; or they were 
Not ſo. If the Former ;, they were, without All Con- 
troverſy, the Beſt Foot the Plor had to Stand upon ; 
but if 'Spurious, and Counterfeit, ani fo Deemed, 
and Taken to be, the Plot and the Letters ought: 
to have run the Same Fate, and no Cr:4it to be 
given, for the Futrre, either to the Ore, or to 
the Other. For the very Plot it ſelf was Wrapt-up 
in theſe Letters, and the Prerence of the 1ndub;- 
table Authority of the Latter, was made uſe of to 
Patch-up the Broken Reputation of the Former. Three 
of them Undertake for the Good Inclinations of 
Treland, to the Plot. Two, for Scotland: Four of 
them are, over and over for Diſpatching, anddoing the 
Bus'nefs of 48. Two Recommendations of the Four 
Iriſh Ruffians : One for the Encouragement of W, 
and P. ( That 1s to ſay, Grove and Pickering ) G. 
WW. tor Sir George Wakeman, 1s not forgotten net- 
ther ; Nor [ the Enjoying of Cath. Religion in a 
way more Publique then now they do. | 
In a Word ; The Flt, and the 
They were ſo Letters had both the Same Vouchers ; 
_ a Cheat, and I cannot find an Argument in 
ey durſt never 
bring them in Nature for the Belief of the One, 
Evidence, after the Disbelief of the Other. If 
the Plot-2afers had not been Con- 
[1 | 


Chap. II. 
ſcious, and thoroughly Satisfy*d that the Five Let- 
ters were a Downright Cheat, they would Un- 
doubtedly have Serv'd them up, in Evidence ; but 
the Forgery was 1o Grof, that the very Producyr 
of them, would have broke the Neck of the Whole 
Defien ;, tor the Praftice lay as Open as the Sn, 
and out of the Power, Reach, nay and Poſſibiliry of 
any Falſe Oath to Cover 1t. The Party, I ſay, would 
have Infiſted upon 'em, if they Durſt. So that 
they Suppreſ'd them Wilfully, and upon Prepenſe 
Purpoſe, and Deliberation ;, and whenever any man 
living ſhall furniſh but the Leaſt Shadow of any 
other Reaſon for the Suppreſſins of them, then an 
Inhumane Thirſt of Bloud , or a Mamfeſt Partialtty, 
to one of the moſt Impions Prattices that ever was 
under the Cope of Heaven, 1 will Submit to have 
[ Here lies a Fool, and a Knave. ] Written upon my 
Grave-Stone. [ Theſe Letters ( ſays Sir Wiltam Tones 
in his Report ) if they can be ſo Prov*d as to be Be- 
liev'd to be the Hands of the Several Perſons by whons 
they are ſaid to be Written, do Fully make out the Guilt 
of the Writers. Sir W. Jones in his Report upon 
Theſe Letters, with. the Reſt of the Evidence does 
yet Wart a Second Teftimony to Back Oteres. If he 
had given Credit to theſe Letters, the Proof would 
have been Full. If he had but Doubred the Forgery, 
he would have made ſome Eſſay upon Proving the 
Hand : But out of all Diſpute it is, that he Deſ- 
ponded of them at Firſt Sight, and ſo they were 
let fall, never to Riſe again. 

In One Syllable more now, to Expound my 
ſelf upon This atter, I ſpeak only of thoſe that 
Officially had the whole Affair under that Care, and 
Conſideration: without Expecting that Other men 
ſhould Divine upon Things that they were Strangers 
to, and that lay out of their Province. 


Here 


"> 


Chap. II. (45) ; 

Here is as much ſaid as is Needfull, upon the 
Subje& Matter of Theſe Two Chapters. That is to 
fay ; concerning, Sir William TJore&es Opimon, both 
of the Plot, and the Fiot-makers, from the Stating 
of the Evidence in Olfover 1675. to the Death of 
my Lord Stafford in, Peeemeer, 1689. And there is 
as much done as 1s Needtull too, 5i#ce That Time, 
to the Proving of the Wyole Hiiftory of That Pre- 
tended P opiſh C 011Þ1r acy, that Colt ſo many Inno- 
cent Lives, and wrought io much Afiſchief, both 
to King, and Feopic ;, tonavebcen only a Scandalous 
Tmpoſture, Bolſeer "a-up waita Ferjury, and Suborna- 
ton : But, How That Srars cam? to be Started, What 
it Was, and Wyo was tit toar ofn, is to be the 
Subject of the 1Vext C-apt:-. 
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CHAP. 111. 


The Pretended Popiſh Conſpiracy, was 
a New Plot made of an Old One; G, 
and Di. Tong, ( not Otes ) was the 4 
Founder and Contriver of t. 


Tinie after the Broaching of << Popilh Plot, 
03: Dn" wean came to be 
the Pretended Popiſh Plot, One <&4;+cq. 
Boulter, a Bookſeller, brought me : 
Tong's Royal Martyr, for a Licerſe. ] could not Paſs 
it, and the Bookſeller went Mumbling away with a 
kind of Menace betwixt his Teeth, for the Refuſal. 
Upon This, I werit and told Torg at Whitehall, that 
I could not give it an Imprimarur, and fo Pointed 
ltiim out, ( over and ab>re Certain Scandaious Re- 
fiexions, and Hiſtorical Z1iſtate: ) ro fome Unlucky 
Hints in the Preface, that, Pople, I faid, world be 
apt to take Offence at, | 
You tell the World, ſaid I; rat yout 
have with Great Cate Drawn-xp the b earn 
Hiſtory of the Old Popifti Plot, and put Ores * 
( meaning the Bus'neſs of Andrtas upon it. 
ab Habernfeld) and that ſhewing it to 
Dr. Otes, who very much Approv'd of the Nravught, 
You aid as Good as tell him, C Titus, it were worth the 
while to know if This Plot does not go on ſtill : Wherefore 
do you go, and put yoar ſelf among the Jeſuites, and ſee 
phether it does or No.] You fay further, that Dr Otes 
E Did 


6 Fell-ont that me ſhort How the Preten- 
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Did $0 amons them, pretending to be One of them, and 
that when he came bak :k, he told you that the Bus neſs 
went-0n,anc that it was no New Plot, but the Old One 
Continucd. {\_ Well, ( fays Dr. Tong) All This is True, 

and where's the Offence | !]SoIupand told him, that 
it might be look'd upon as a Strange Comncell, either 
to G1ve, or to Take. The Advice Grven, ſaid I, 1s This ; 
EEE itus, do you go over, and pretend to be a Papiſt, 

1 I All thetr Oaths FE Teſts, Joyn with them in ar 
Idolatrous Worthip, ( for {0 Tong Repnted it ) 4d 
Swear Your ſelf to the Devil through Thick and Thin, ouly 
to ſee Th (oof it be Croſs or Pile. This ſeems to Me, to 
be the Advice Given, and tve Following of »This Ad- 
Vice pon Fore- thouphr, and Contlideration, may be 
raken for as Extraordinary a Reſolution. The Doctors 
Anſwer was to This Purpole : God Allmighty will do 
his Work by his Own Way, and 7Method. 

This Account was Printed in 168$1.1n | The Sham- 
mer Sharnini'd, p.d.] together with ſeveral Letters, and 
Papers of Young Tonr's, Con irming every Par ticular : 
and though they were Publiſh'd in the very Heat ot 
theRepublican ConsÞiracy,and myName at Length to the 
Edition, there was not One Syllable Objeded to the 
Truth of it. There was as little ſaid too, 1n Excep- 
tion to an Advertiſement of May. 15. 1632. Ob/. 138. 
Pol.1. Wherein was Norify*d, that Simpſon 1ong En- 
deavour'd to Deſtroy the Credit of Otes, and 07 01s Ev;- 
dence ; and that if any Man would Proſecute im, 1 my 
ſelf would find Materials to Proceed up. 

There are Five or Six Paſlages in the Matter a- 
bove, that upon the Tacking of them together, wili 

Naturally leade us jnto the Train of the Story 
that I am now upon, 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, It was an Odd kind of 
Bus? ww Tong's Stumbling upon the LAI = 
Old Popiſh Plor of Habernfeld ; which Promoting it. 
was only the finding ont of 2 Modell 
£0 _ e Another Plct by. 

, Whar did he ſhew the Dravohr of it to Otes 
gt to ſet him his Leſſor ? 

wg: There's Ores'es Approbation of it. As who 
Pr" lay; I'm of your Mind whatever it is. 

, Tongs ſending Ores away among the Feſuits., 
to 492 if the 012 Plot ( of allmoſt Forty Year ſtan- 
ding) went on ſtill or Not. Now This was not ſo 
mack to Tell him what he was to Lyok for, as 
geen he was to Find. 

- Conſider OtefPes Adventure upon That Er- 
- 'The Blockhead went firſt for Spain, and after 
a while came back again, not One jot the Wiſer. 
Tong finding that he was not Thoroughly poſleſt of 
the Hint, was forc'd to be a little Plzjaer with him ; 
and not only Advis'd him to go Over-Sca again, but: 
gave him the very Reaſon, an hd tis P»ſinef. 3. e. © If 
be could but get the Naines of the Jeſuits ; Learn zber 
Ways ; 4nd make Acquaintance among their, the People 
might be Eaſily ſtirr”d up to Frar Popery, and it woul# 
be the 71aking of him for ever. ] Now This Making of 
him, Tong cald pitting him 1n a way. This ſhall be 
Expounded by and by. 

. *Tis Remarkable how Ores Edify'd. upon the 


Arca Handling, by the Diſcovery he made to. Tong 


at his Next Return. 3.e. | That the Preſent Plot was 
No New Plot, but re O1d One Continu'd.] So that 
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Theſe Circumſtances are the very Links of the 
Chain. Tongs Head is ſet upon a Plot: He pitches 
npon Habernfeld's for an Example ;, ſhews Otes it for 
a Fac Simile ;, Otes Cons his Leſſon , Runs Over-Sea a- 
mong the Feſr1res Finds the Old Plot at Work Still 
Brings back }ord4 ont: And Then, Out comes the 
Counterpart, in a Narrativs to make All Good. It is 
here further to be Norcd, that Toyg was the Domi- 
»us Fat Tutum all this while ; and Ores but the T cot 
that he wrought withall. In Plai Engliſh, there was 
an Impoſture Projeftcd from the Beginning, and it 
paſs*d through the whole Traiz, and Conduit of the 
Hiſtory, from One End to the Other. Tong Manag*d 
it ; Ores Swore to't; and the Lines of the Dehtign 
were drawn from Habernfeld's Modell. It reſts upon 
Ae now, to Prove what 1 have ſaid 3 That 1s to ſay, 
that Tong was all the way a-gog upon a Pler; The 
AMaſter Operator 1n the Late Pretended Popiſh Plot ; 
That Habernfeld's was the Original, from whence he 
took his Copy ; and that Orcs'es Office in't, was only 
That of Zug's in the Alchymiſt to Blow the Bellows. 


I find under Tongs Onn Hard, inthe Copy of an 
Enformation Given by Him to the Houſe of Commons, 


as follows. 
I have in my IWanadrings, ſala into 
How theMaggot ſome Arquaintance with Dr Beal of 
= ws —_ a Yeovel 1 Somerſetſhire; a Man 
> ra known to many of This Houſe. He 
Strongly Alarm'd me, and from his Expericnce of the 
Troubles the Jeſuits' and Other Papal Emiſlaries gave 
the Wiſe Senators of Venice, whilſt he Reſided there with 
Sr H. W. inthe InterdiCt of That State : He Concluded, 
that thourh Both Honourable Houſes, and his Majeſty 
frould Vnanimonſly Concurr, and put ont all your Force, 
 VJou 
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You cannot prevent tier Plor, &&c, At my Partins from 
Him, and by his Advice, (as All a man of my Rank could 
dn) I reſolved to Oppoſe, Yearly and Quarterly, if poſe 
ſible, ſome Small Treaties 17 Print, to Alarum, and A- 
waken h:5 Majeſty,and theſe Houſes,&C. | 

He tells afterward, in the Same 
Paper, of an Eaformatiou he had 
from De la Marche, a French 1Mni- 
ſfter ;, for whom he drew a Petition; and [how upon a 
Conference with him about what Bloud had diſcover*d to 
him, he came to Apprehend the Fire of London to be 
Papal, French, and Loveſtein Plots, United or Cou- 
founded : 1z This London-Fire-Plot, (fays he) 
Major General Lambert, (as he hath uſually been calÞd) 
was Deſign'd to Draw Forces together ;, in appearance 
Fanatique, but 12 the Bottom, Papal, i Dijvert, and 
Diſtratt us, whilſt the French ſhould have Seiz*d, or 
Neſtroy'd our Naval, and Other Military Proviſions 
in the Tower, River, and Carcaſs of the City, when 
her Citizens are Maſlacred, and Scar'd into the Country 
to their Relations. Now the Story of This ſame De ls 
Aarche, and Lambert was altogether News to Oates, 
and yet Traſty Titus, to Second his Principal ; Tells 
the K 12g 11 his Epiſtle to his Narrative, that Lambert 
wa: a Papiſt of above Thirty Years Standing. 

He has it in Another of his Papers, that One Ede 
ward Price of Kempton Herefordſhire, 4 Sadler, 
had for ſome Months, or Tears, made Holſters and Sad- 
dles for the Popiſh Gentry .of thoſe Parts, and for ſome 
Perſons ſuch a Proportion, as gave him fusþicion that tne 
were about to Raiſe ſome Troups of Horſe, for ſome Dy/- 
loyal, and Wicked Deſign. And ſo he goes-on Inferring 
the Likelybood of a Plot becauſe the Proteſtant Gentry 


did not buy Saddles, and Holſters too, as well as the 
Popiſh Gentry, OR | 
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Advance it. 


E 3 Thy 


o " Fm). . - 
- A , 4 — 1% 
» w x\ A "3 
. : 4 . -»» 
| nl "ig ey 1.54 Os 
no {uy _ % * " - - _ - L -" * % * v ” 
y % yl . *, i bs # we? bs W- wy 7 2 þ, 
4 * Fg "wi. *% = is; " Moe w__— c l bo, - '.... ih 
wy Y *.. | oy hd . 4 -, { 4 ; $0 ” PR, 2 Lo Wo a, Or 
- "oe gs 4 - -v x 4 , & 4 ot -* 1s 44 $456 & 4+, » %* _ 4 
bh A " © +4 mw” © < by £ £* a . Ss. 


Chap. III. (54) 


The Paper above bears the Title of [' Ds Tong”s 
Short Narrative and Apology for þis Book call”d the Maſ- 
ſacre,Jv;hich Pamphlet of his,1s Dedicated To the Ho- 
nourable theCommattee of the Houſe of Commons appointed 
for the Examination of the Popiſh C 0125pir- acres, And 1t 15 
Entitled [Dr. Tong”s Relation of the General Maſſacre 
Tntended and Plotted by the Papiſts,and brought. into Par- 
Lament by his Direftion, and Aſſiſtance. fol. x.] He calls 
'T his Paper, in his Epiſtle, [4 Plain Relation of the Firſt 
Diſcovery of the Popiſh-Plotted-Conſpitacy for Sub- 
wverting the Government ad Religion, and Maſlacring 
the People of England, ad Other his Majeſties Domz- 
7401s ; ard the Allaſlinating of 7s Royal Perſon, Fc} 
Now the ſhort of the Bugneſs was This. One Mr 
Boyer of Herefordſhire, Arreſts Green, a Weaver of the 
Pune County, and Green Swears a Plot againdt him. 

Ss. wy cre Greemswith a Complaint in. his Mouth, 
In the Court of Re: aueſts; Adviſes him to Preſent it 
to the Committee Pha Suppreſſmg of Popery ; Takes his 
Enformation ; Draws him up a Petition, with Arti- 
cles;, and puts it into the Hand of a Zelous Member 
of the Houſe to Promcee it. This was it which Tong 
calls Laying the Foundation of the Dyſcovery of This 
Plot, and the bringing of it into Parliament, with One 
av itneſs Preſent to Atteſt it. fol. 7. 

The Enformation was ſo Trivial, that Green Him- 
ſelf, Complains, [ he was never yet Examin'd upon 
Oath, though he attended rhe Secret Committee Several 
Times. fol. 8. ] And ſo Tous got Green to Smear his 
Depoſitions afterward, ay. 12. 1679, before a Ma- 
ſter of Chancery ; to remain in Teſtimony for a 
Perpetual Memorial. Now This was no other then: 
a Tacit Charge, of either Neelwence,, or Diſaffettion 
apon the Committee : In whoſe Vindication I ſhall 
3Gventure to ſay ;. that if the Weaver had: got _ 

Curs' 
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Curs din his Mothers Belly, he could never have faibd, 
at That Time of the Day, of getting himſelf Adopted into 
the Order of the Kings Witnelſes, when, perchanee, 
he was the Only Candidate for That Honour, tr 
ever receiv*'d a Repulſe; ] Even Enſtace Commins 
Himſelf not Excepted. 

The Doctor ſets forth in Another Paper of his, 
calPd [| Dr Tong's Caſe and Requeſt ] the Same Thing 
over again, and withall, [ that he had been at Extra- 
ordinary, and to Him Great Charges, in Searching-our 
Evidences of This Plot before its Full Diſcovery ; 
but more Eſpecially, bet Mr Ttes'es wiſcovery, 17 
Attending, Solliciting, Promoting az4 Expcditing 
#, QC. } 

[ am gotten here into ſo Copiozs, and Tireſome a 
Subject, that a man mult c'en Write in his Sleep to 


g0 thorough with it : But there needs no more to 


lay open the Doctor's Weak ſide, then to Conſider 
the Fire he took upon This Freak, Who but ee, to 
ſet-up for a Diſcoverer, both Ot of Parliament, and 
Ia Parliament ? Dr Beale ſets Tong a Scribling : Tong 
puts it about, and ſets De la AMirche, Green and Others, 
a Petitioning ; and who but Z: again, in fine, to Pen 
their Narratives, Enformatiois, and Articles ;, and to 
do the Office of Solicitor Comer al tote Whole Party ! 
Who, I ſay, but D; oc, ſtill, to make-out the Pow 
piſh ConSpiracy! The Fires of Loadcn, Wapping, South- 
wark, Fc. The Murder of Godfrey, and All forrs of 
Popiſh Aſſaſſiaations, Mafſacres and Invaſions , Paſt, 
Preſent, and to Come ! Nothinz, in ſhort, came A- 
miſs to him, 

Orader'd that Dr. Yong and Ar. | 
Otes be Summon'd 10 Attend the Bar ©9038 CT 
of This Houſe at Four 2 Clock in the ſia eg : 
Afteruoon,to £196 an Account F3 onchpag END 

| F. 4 Cs 


”_ w—O gn RO 
— 
PROS © 0 .- —_—— 


ws + © PX % _ ” %.. © WY CY 
pot - - 
» = > 2x ——« 1 
P —-—co we - 
" - 


— = 
- I_—_ — a - , -— - - " us y - = 
- - hy — ; Þ by * : 
- - __ ® +" - a w W_— ——_— — 44 ot th 4 a 
- 2 P _ =_y 
—— - © 
" " 4 - _ 
” F 4 . A «Fs ”- Pr . Woe 
% 
— % + —— . - - ths = —_— — - —m -- "7 > 
w; u 3 —_ 
, z - - 4 * " - > + 
# ” y CES ICS : -— _ C3 % $44 = <-£ " — "_ . £< = . 
A MN a 5 
” , _ 7 mw - _ p 
«* £7 nr” TEETER Po. w—_ p 2 wr > ERR. T7G4 RT... 
2s - = 
- PIs 


+. 4 Mi 
_ 


I nn nr R es en 
G_—_—_ —_—_—_ — . « a - 


OO » + 0 - OE... Saw -<en” eltee <on 
_— _ —_— — - - 


Chap. IlL. (56) 
eve Plot; ard the Tonſpſiraty, &c. Commons Journal, 
Oct. 25. 1678. 1 

Order*d that Dr. Tong do Attend again to morrow 
Morning, ro give an Account —— the Fire of che 
City of London. 1b. 

Here's a Maniteſtation, dilidenc of the Hard, In- 
tereſt, and Deſign, that DrT, ong had 1 the Plet : and 
the Encouragement he met withall, on the 'One ſide, 
was, in All Reſpetts, Anſwerable tothe Zeal he Ex- 
preſs/d for the Promoting of it, on the Other ;, As will 
be further ſeen hereafter. © 

But yet the Wiſdom of the Na- 
20pm ax tion was, Certainly, never more 
thing of the Mat- over-ſhot, then in laying any ſort 
ter,” of Stref rxpon the Creait of His 

Report. For, over and above the 
Abſurdity of his Reaſons, the Impotence of his Paſ- 
frons, and the Scandal of his Authorities, that lye 
Open for All the World to Judge of ; he Cuts 
his Own Throat with -his Onn Hard, in a Petition 
to That wery Horſe of Commons that ſeemid to 
Believe him ; by laying Reaſons Unanſwerable be- 
fore them, why they Ought Pot- to Believe him, 
wherein he Declares, and Aﬀerms, | that he bad 
no Knowledge of ary Perſon Charg*d, or - Suiefted 
ro be in the Confederacy ; Hardly of any One Po- 
piſh Gentleman in England. ] A that here's a 
Popiſh Plot Undertaken to be Prov'd againſt 10 
many Perſons by Name; And That Proof Accepted 
for Current , when the very Accuſer himſelf, Con- 
feſſes, and Declares, that he knows not ſo much as 


. any One Conffirator. But 'an JInfalibk Votre Solves 


Impoſſi ibilities, and Reconciles Contradittions. A- Plot 
S Kcſglv'd upon * A Plot there JF, and a Plot 


there Pult be, thoogh they fetch it out of the 
Grave 
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Grave again, after. ſo many Years Dead and 


Bury d. 

This is a Story ſo Silly, Flat, and Nauſcous, that 
I ſhould hold my ſelf Oblig*d' ro beg a Publique 
Pardon for Expoſing it, if it were not for Theſe 
Two Uſes of Application. Firſt, to ſhew the Senſc- 
lefs 'Ground,” and Fonndation of All our Late Troite 
bles, and Diſtreſſes : And, Secondly, That there is 
No Tale, or Fable ſo Monſtroxs, or Incredible, that 
Prejudice, and Credulity ſhall not make to Paſs for 
Gospel. This Plot, in fine, ſuch as it is, was Tongs 
Plot , The Projett of it, Copy'd-out from That of 
Habernfeld ; and no more upon the Whole, then 


One ' Forgery Grafted npon Another. But This will be 


Beſt Clear'd, by Cmfrontias the Two Narratives. 
The Parallel! will be ſomewhat Zarge ; but my hand 
is now In : *tis a Matter of /foment that Depends 
upon't, and fo the Cafe will the Better Bear 7, 
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CHEF. IV. 


The Pretended Popiſh Plot of 1678. 
' was only aCopy drawn from Habern- 
felds Dogs of 1640. 


He Hiſtory -of Habernfeld's 
Diſcovery, was firſt Pub- 
liſhed in Forty Three, by 

Prynae 11 his KRomes Maſter-Piece © ; 

having been ſeiz?d by him, ( as he ſets it forth in his 

Preface ) in the Arch-Biſhops Chamber ia the Tower, 

by Warrant from the Cloſe Committee. May. 31. 1643. 

His Intrediition 1s a kind of Synopſis of the Whole Rela- 

tion ; which Pryne Pronounces for ſo Indubitable a 

Truth, that [ Whoever decms it an Impoſture, may 

well be Reprted an Infidel, ( he ſays ) if not a Monſter of 

Tncredulity. } To which ] may Interpole, that I have 

known mary of Ar Prynnc's Infidels, and Monſters, 
that have been very Gooa C brijftians 5, and very Ho- 

neſt Men. 

Upon the Coming-forth of Orcies Popiſh-Plot- Nar- 
rative, in 1678. The O!d Stor y of Habernfeld was Re- 
pr inted, under This Title. [ The Grand Deſogns of the 

Papiſts in the Reign of our Late Sover eg Charles the 1/jt; 

And now Carry'd oi againſt his Preſent Majeſty, hs 

Government, ard the Proteſtant Religion. ] The 

Prefacer ſeems to be Abſolutely of Tong's and Oreses 

Or:5:07, upon the Matter in Oueſtion about the Two 
Pls, only with This Difference, That the Ore Illu- 

rates 


Habernfelds diſ- 
covery Publiſhed 
by Prynne. 1643. 


Chap. IV. (59) 
{trates the Old Plot by the New one :* and the Other 
illuſtrates the New Plot by the Old one: and fothere's 
an Inference, Interchangeably drawn, from the Refere- 
blance of the Counterfeit tothe Authority of the Story. 
But over and above Theſe Conſiderations, it ſeems 
to Me not unlikely, that Toage had ſome hand in the 
Publication : For it came out juſt after my Refuſal to 
Licenſe his Royal Adartyr, where the Streſf was laid 
upon That Pont , And the ConFiracy being, at That 
Time, Hot from the Forge ; Tong could not do better. 
then by Matching the Preſident, to make One Sham 
Vouch for Anether. © 

It is not the Deſign of Theſe Papers 
( ſays the Publiſher ) 70 give an Ac- Reſemblance of 
conat of the Diſcovery of the Late Plot, the/ 3 WEITES 
but only to Preſent the Reader with the Narrative of An- 
other againſt his Majeſties Royal Father of Bleſſed 
Memory ; Sq Exatly reſemblins This, which now lies 
under Examination, that it can hardly be calPd Another ; 
Being nothing elſe, but the Same thing Acted over again, 
only with the Neceſſary Alteration of Circumſtances of 
Time, Places, and Perſons. Preface. 

After this Preface, follows a Pa- 
per, Entitled : [Sir Wiliam Boſwels Papers andT.cts 
Purſt Letter to the Arch-Biſhop concern- = n prod 
ing the Plot. Dated Hague. Sep. 9. ny hi 2s 
1640. ] which he diſpatch'd away to the Arch-Bz- 
ſhop, with one from Habernfeld Encloſed, nnder the 
Title of | Andreas ab Habernfeld's Letter to the Arch- 
Biſhop, concerning the Plot Revealed to him. ] 
* This is Accompany'd, with Azother Paper, Entit- 
led [. The General Overture, and Diſcovery of the Plot. *) 

And there 'ts likewiſe a Third Paper of Habera- 
febals, which he calls, [ The Large, and Particular Di/- 
eovery of the Plot, and Treaſon againſt the Kino, King- 
dm, and-Ryoreſtant Religion and to raiſe the Scottiſh 
mus] TT. Tie 


Chap. IV. ( 60) 

The Story is Heavy, _ there's too Much ort, 
to be Inſerted at Length ; byt my Bugneſs being only 
to ſet forth the Reſemblance betwixt the Two Plots, 
and to run the Paral{; the Heads of the Relation, 
in Abſtraf, will abundantly Anſwer My End: And | 
when I ſhall have gotten over This part of the Pro- |} 
ceeding » 3 Man may properly enough En- | 

quire.1nto the Merits of the Whole Matter, and ſee 
win Opinion the King Himſelf, the Arch- Byap, and 
Sr Wilkam Boſwell, had fof This Diſcovery. 

To take the Particulars as they Riſe, {af to Apply 
the Parallel to Thoſe Points, in the Same Order as 
I find them in' the Original, I ſhall begin with the 
Preface, and run thorough both the Abſtrat of Ha- 
bernfeld, and Tong*s Co Ounter- Part, inas Few Words 
as Poſltble. 


The Parallel of the Two Plots. 


The Diſcoverer ( he ſays) was 4 
Flot. Chief Actor in This Plot, ſent hither | 
from Rome, by Cardinal Barbarini, | 
to Aſſiſt Con the Popes Legat, in the Purſuit of #;, | 
and Privy to All the Particulars therein Diſ- 
covered. 7] Preface. 
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And was not Our Prime Diſco- 
Parallel. verer,  Otes, a Chief Aftor too ? Sent 
| over from 'St Omers, to Aſſt the 
Plot ; and about the Jeſuits Aﬀairs ? Lord Staffords 
Tryal. fol.28, Intruſted with Commiſt ons ? Feſuits Try- 
al, fol. 13. Tempted to Kill the King ? Narrative, Ar. 
60. Dif 3 chef with Propoſals to the Carmelites about 
it ? fol. 61. Order*d ts Manage the Fire at the Hermi- 
tage? 71, To _y the White- Horſe Conſult from Com- 
pany to Company? fol. 18, And was not Owr Difſeo- 
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Chap.1V. ( 61 ) 


verer, Pziby to Wakemani Poyſon, Conyers'es Dagger, 
Pickerings Screw:d-Gun, and the Silver Bullets : The 
Hiſtory of the Black-Bills, the Pilgrims, Ruffians, and 
the Levies of Hen axd AMony ? Fc. Was not Otes I r4- 
Vy tO a MALLET of Fighers Conmiſin Military, and 
Civil : under the Hand of Feaunes Paulus De Oliva, by 
Vertue of a Brief from the Pope ? (as he Swore before 
the Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs ) One of them to Johx 
Lambert to be Adjutant-General to the Army; and 
Nine or Ten of them Deliver*'d with his Own Hand? 
Was he not Privy, in fine, to the Price of the Whole 
Villany, to a Single Six-Pence ? $0 that as to the mat- 
ter of Pytvity ;, the Privity of Habernfeld, and his 
Principal, is quite Onut-done, by the Privity of Tong, 
and Ores ; who, according to their Narrative, and 
Pretenſions were Vnaoubtedly Privy, to Fifty times more 
then ever any Two men upon the face of the Earth were 
Privy to, before them. 

The Diſcoverer ( ſays the Preface 
again ) was Troubled in Conſcience, Plot. 
and T herefote Diſchoſed the Conſpira- 
Cy 3 Renounc'd That Bloudy Church, and Religion 3 
though Promiſed Greater Advancements for his Diligence 
in T his Deſign. Ib. 

And what was it but Horror of Con- Paralld. 
ſcience too, (if we may believe Oaths, 
either Judicial, or Extrajnadicial ) that made our Con- 
verted Diſcoverers,whether Papiſt:Bred-up,or Proſelyted, 
to Diſcloſe This Popiſh Treaſon, and to Renounce That 
Bloudy Religion, in Defiance of All Offers of Re- 
wards, and Advancement ? Was not Dugdale to 
have 50ol. Lord Staffords Tryal. Þ. 43. And to be 
Sainted ? Ib, 44%. Was not BHedloe to have 4000!, 
in the Caſe of Godfrey ? Greens Tryal. p. 3o. And 
might not Otes, and all his Fellows, have come in for 
Their Snips to, if their Conſciences would haveTouch'd ? 

MM Ke Put 


Chap-IV. | £02) 
But This Plot was Diſcover®d under 

Plot | an Oath of Secrecy ( ſays the Pre- 
face) and the Diſcoverer Offerd his 

Own Oath too, in Confirmation of the Particulars. Th. 
What was Bealoes Sacrament of the 

Parallel. Altar , Twice a Week, to Conceal the. 
Plot ;, (Greens Tryal. fol. 33.) but at: 

Oath of Secrecy * Dugdale took at leaſt Ten Sacra- 
ments of Secrecy. Sr'George Wakemans Tryal, p.1o. Otes, 
an Oath of Secreſy, at Weld-Houſe-Chappel. Irelands 


Tryal. p. 28. And then there was 4other Oath of 


Secrecy taken at Fox-Hall too. And fo for the 
Reſt; Our Difcoverers did not only Offer, but 
Detzver thetr Own Oaths, in Confirmation of Every 
Article. ES by 
Habernfeld Diſcovers, Perſons, Pla+ 
ces, and Fimes of Meeting too. Ib. 
And does not Ores Diſcover the 
Parallel. Lords in the Tower ; and ſuch Others 
'_ of the Nobility and Gentry, as are in 
the Con5Þ:iracy. See his Narrative from: fol. 61. to 
the End: Their Prieſts, Feſwits, and Papiſts, of Al 
Sorts ? The Times, and Places of their Meetings, 
Even to the Tear Week, Day, Nay, and ſometimes 
to the very. Hoar ! One while at the Savoy, Another 
while at the White- Horſe; Ruſſel-Streer, Weld-Streer, 
and the hike. = 
* Well! But, Habernfeld*s Principal 
Plot. Confſpirators are [ known to be Fir 
Þftruments for ſuch a Deſign. 1b. ] 
Andare not Otes'es, as Fit Inftru- 
Parallel, ments as Habernfelds ? The Principals, 
are, moſt of them, Men of Quality, 
Brains, Intereſt, and Eſtate : and Conſequently, bet- 
ter Qualify*d then other People for the Exrcurjon of 
2ny Miſchief they have a And to. Beſide, that as 115 
by Gar , 
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Chap. IV. (63) 
a Popiſh Plot, they are, not only to be All, Roman 
Catholiques: but All made Principals too ; without leae 
ving ſo much as One Soul of them to Witneſs for Another. 
Now as there's no cans of Clearing them, on. the 
One hand, ſaving by Palpable Blunders, and Contra- 
ditions, on the Part of the Accuſers; So if any of 
*em will Swear to the Hanging-up of his Fellows, on 
the Other Hand, he is preſently made Sacred, under 
the Charatter of a Kings Evidence ;, and [ Touch not 
his Majeſties UWitnels, ; carries more Authority along 
with it, then [_ Touch not the Lords Anointed. ] 

The Preface fays further ; that [ Sir 
W. Boſwell, and the Arch-Biſhop, if Pot» 
not the King Himſelf, were fully Satis- 
ty'd, that the Plot was Real!, Ib. 

Men may be Satisfy'd in the Reality 
of a Thing, and yet Mifaker about Paralkl. 
it; As we have found many Mea in 
Both Plots that have Seem?s! to be Satis/y'd, and yet 
afterward abundantly Convinced that they were A- 
»45'd. So that the Belief of a 7hizg does not Neceſ- 
/arily Inferr the Truth of it 5 but it muſt be the 
Work of Time, and Scrutiny, to Per tect the Diſcovery. 
Neither do I find, Effectually, that there was fo much 
Credit given to Habernfelds Plot, as 1s here Suggeſted. 
A | Nemine Contraaicente, '] is No Article of my Faith ; 
Though it ſays, that [ There Ys; and Hath beer, a 
Damnable and Helliſh Plot, Contriv'd, and Carryd 
on, by Popiſh Recuſants, for Aſſaſſinating, and Mur- 
dering the King ; for Subvertiag the Goveramentt, 
and Rooting-out,, and Deſtroying the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion. Commons Journal. Ot. 31. 1678. ] Though I 
muſt Confefs they had One Powerfull way of Convincing 
Men, by the 4rgument of Swearing them out of their 
Repwtations, Lives, Liberties, and Fortunes, if they 
would NVot Believe It. | 

RES. The 
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Chap. IV. (64) 

The Parallel holds thvs far Exattly, and wele ſee 
now, how it Suites with the fines of Habernfelds 
Letter to the Arch-Biſhop, which I have made as ſhort 
as I can, for the Readers Eaſe, and for my Own. 


The Minutes of Habernfelds Letter. j 


Beſide Fxpettation, This Good Man 


Plot. 
| ( ſays Habernfeld ( ſpeaking of the 
Firſt Diſcoverer ) became Known unto 
me. Pt. 
Parallel: By the ſame Providence it was, that 


| Otes, Bealoe, Prance, and* Twenty more 
of our Plot- Merchant- Adventurers came Acquainted. 
Bedloe Swore to the Lords that [ he did not know 
Qtcs, 7] *till 1t came out, by Providezee, that [ he kacw 
him as Ambroſe, but rot as Otes? ] And fo, Orcs, 
to requite his Kindnefs, { knew Williams, rhorgh 
he did not know Bedloe. ] *Twas ſach another Won- 
derfalt Providence, Bealoes knowing Prance over 2 
Pot of Ale, at Heawer, after he had Enquired, and 
been Told, which was Prance, in the Commons-Lobby. 
F Danme (ſays Bealoe ) That's one of the Rogues that 
Murder'a Sr Edmundbury Godfrey. ] 
Tlot. 7 to the [ Scottiſh Stirs, ] he ſpeaks 
of. Þ. 1. 
Parallel. Ne, AMſtionarics Anſwer Habern- 
felds Scotch Lords ; of whom hereafter. 
 T The Fattions of the Jeſuits thorough England 
and Scotland, p. 2.7] and the Diſcoverers Deſcart ; 
we have in Dr. Bealt's Readings to Tong upon 


them. 
Plot and Otesfes Narrative bits the [ Adja- | 
Parallel. cent Writing there ſpoken of. Ib.] 
Tlot and | [ Habernfeld got Free Liberty to Treat. 
Lara'icl, Ib. ] And ſo did Tong, : 


There 


Chap. IV. ( 65) 


There muſt be [. Vo Delay, ] fays Plot. 

Habernfeld. Ib. 
Make Oteses Enformation a Record, Parallel. 
Immediately, ſays Toug ; And ſo away 
2oes the Oze, to Sr William Buſwell, Tb. 
& the Otner to Sr Edmund-bury Godfrey. 

And now forward. As Some Princi- Pg, | 
pal Heads ( in Habernfeld"s Relation ) 
were purpoſely Pretermnted. Þ. 3. 

So Bedloe ſhorten'd his Evidence a- Parallel. | 
gainſt Whitebread, and Fenwick, in the 
Jeſuits Tryal, and Swore Further, after he had Swors 
All, Before : And ſo did Ores and the reſt, [ Purpoſely 
Pretermit ] many things, and keep themſelves upon 
the Reſerve. 

Habernfeld Propounds the Intercepting Plots. 
of a Pacquet at Bruxelles. 

Our Jeſuits Five Letters to be Inter- Parallel. 
cepted at the Poſt-Honfe at Windſor. 

Pp. 3.arc the very ſame Projett. 

HaberafelPs Letters are | Charatteri- Tot. 
ſtically Written. Tb. 

And fo arethe Lerrers in Tong's Faraltkl. 

Plot- Hand. y : 

Reade 15 to Vacyprer them. p. 4 Plot, 

As Otes Uncyphers Forty E1ghr, Sixty 
Stix, Ciocolarti, Mum, and Muſtard- Parallel. 

Balls ; as Reade is to do the Same Office for Habern- 

Feld, (P.4.) Or it it falls out, that Reade, upon 

the Queſtion, will rather Hans then Diſcover more 

then he Knows; *tis but Allowing him Thirty Thowu- 

fand Maſſes for the Health of his Soul, and AlPs well again. 
The Searching of Reades Houſe for a Congregation, 

Ibid, was ſo much Ozr-done by Onur Di{coverers, that 

tor Habernfel4s @ne Reade, and Dne Congregation, 

they have ſhew'd us Forty. 
; hs IN Hebernfels 
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Chap.IV. (66) 


Plot. Haberafeld takes Great Care, for 
fear of truſting Popiſh Purſuivants, ]b. 
Parallel, For which Reaſon, the Searching of 


our Hoſes, for Prieſts, and Popiſh Trin- 
kets, was Committed to Otes, Bealoe, Dangerfield, &c. 
inſtead of Corftables and Ordinary Meſſengers. 
Uk Fiabernficld Adviſes the Abolifhing of 
4H ill Biiternefs of mind, that the Inteſtine 

le Diiterne , 

Enemy may be Invaded on Both Parts, p.4. 
Parallel. \W hich Tongs Friends 1n the Weſt min- 

ſter Parliament, Tranſlated into the Uni- 
e190 of Proteliants againſt the Common Enemy. 


We ſhall rome now to [| the General Overture and 
Diſcovery of r13e Pior : | Bearing late, Hague, Sept. 6. 
1640. ſent wit't Sir W. Boſwells Firſt Letter. Þ. 6. 
and ſee how the Connterpart Anſwers it, Head by Head, 
as 1t hes. 


The General Overture, and Diſcovery 
of the Plor, QC. 
Tot, ; That the Kings \ajelty, 211d t he 


Lord Arch-Biſhop are Both of them ;t: 
Creat Danger of their Lives, P. 6. 


Parallcl, So ſays, Oreres Confult, 
Pict. 2ly, That the Whole Common-Wealtl 


zs by This Means Endanger'd, nnleſs the 
A;ſchicf be Speedily Prevented. Ibid. 


Parallel, A moiſt Natural C onſequence : and ſo 
iays the Conſult, too. 
Plot. ©  3ly, Thar Theſe Scottiſh Troubles are 


| Raiſed to the End, that under This Pre- 
ext, the King and dreh-Biſhop might be Deſtroyed: 


Ibid. j — 
FALNED 


Chap.IV. (67) 

Father Moor, and Father Saunders Parallel. 
ſent into Scorland to This very End. 
Ore2es Narrative. Ar. 43. 

4ly, That there is a Means to be Pre= Tot. 
ſcrib*d, whereby Both of them in This Caſe, 
may be Preſerved, and This Tumult Spee- 
_ aily Compos'd. Ibid. 
This was the very Propoſal on the Parallel. 
Other ſide too; and the Means found 
out to Save All, were Swearmeg, Jayling, 
Drawing, Hanging, and Quartering. 

5ly, That although theſe Scottith Tuw- _ - Pee 
mults be Speedily Compos*d, Yet that the _— 
King 3s Endangered, that there are many ways.by which 
Deſtruction 1s Plotted ty the King, and Lord Arch- 
Biſhop. Ibid. 

And All is not Safe neither, though Parallel. 
Scotland were Quicted ; for there are 
many other ways #lotted to Deſtroy the King: As 
Pickerings Gun, Conyers'es Dagger, Wakemans Poyſon, 
Invaſions, Inſurrettions, Afſaſſinations, &c. 
Gly, That aCertain Society hath Con- Plot. 
ſpired, which Arten:pts the Death of the 
King, and Lord Arch-Biſhop, and Convulſion of the 
Whole Realm. Ibid. 
_ This fame Certain Society may be Tarallel, 
heard of at Sr Omers, Weld-Houſe, The 
White- Horſe-Tavern, and the like. 
_ 7ly, That the ſame Society Every Week Tot. 
Depoſites with the Preſident of the Socie- 
ty, what Intelligence Every of them hath purchaſed in 
Eight Days ſearch; and then Confer all into One Pac- 
quet, whjch js Weekly ſent ro the Direfor of the Bus'- 
mep. Pe 7. _ | 

Pacquets for the Provincial, and Let- Parallel. 
ters of Intelligence are a Great Peart of 
the Narratzve Intrigue, E 2 S!y, 


Chap. VI. (68) 
8y, That All the Confederates in the 
ſaid Conſpiracy, may verily be Named by 
zhe Poll : But becauſe rhey may be made known by Other 
Means, it is thought Meet to Deferr it till hereafter. 1b. 
Otes could have PolPd All the Cor- 
Parallel. ſpirators, Man by Man, if he had thought 
mr but [ome New Men and Things muft 
be left for Bedloe, to Diſcuvr, fome for Prance, ſome 
for Dnugaale ; with: 2m Allowance to Otes, for a Roll of 
Conspirators, |. Whoſe Names do Not Occtr ar Py eſent,} 
15 well as for thoſe whoſe Names Io Occurr at Pre- 
ſent. Narrative fol. 61. 
- oly, That there is a Ready Means where- 
Plot. by the Villany may be Diſcover*d, in One 
Moment , The Chief Conſpirators Cir - 
cumvented, and the Primary Acembers of the Conjurati- 
ON, apprehended 5 1a the very Act. Tbid. 
Otes has his Ready Means too for the 
Parallel.  Orderiag of the whole Work Ih an In- 
ſtant; Grove and Pickering, we know, 
were to be Taken in Sr. JameYes-Park; and the 
Riffians had been Deg9*d to Windſor (as Tong Aſſur'd 
the Earl of Danby ) it One of the Horſes had not gor a 
Slip in the Shoulder. Or at worſt ; *twas but Picking- 
up Prieſts, Papiſts, and All Suipetted Perſons ;, Plun- 
daring their Baggs, and their Houſes ; Rifling their 
Papers: 37 00ping-up the Popiſh Lords in the Tower z and 
then Swearing them All into the Treaſon. 
I oly, [| That very many about the King, 
Hot. who are Accounted moſt Faithfull, and Int1- 
mate,to whom likewiſe the moſt SecretT hings 
are Entruſted, Are Traytors to the King, Corrupted 
with a Forreign Penſion, who Communicate All Secrers 
of Greater or Leſſer Moment, to a Forreign Power. ] 
laid. 


1'lor. 


"= | 2b 


Chap. IV. (69) 


This was Otzs*es Method too; to Parals, 
make Traytors of "I hofe that the King 
Accounted his Bcft Friends ;, and Conſequently, to 
make Loyal Subjetts of Traytors : And then the O14 
Weſtminſter Parhament Supply'd che Penſioners. 

1 1ly, Theſe, and other moſt Secret 
Things, which ſhall be Neceſſary to be Dot. 
Known, for the Security of the King, may 
be Revealed, if Theſe Things ſhall be Ac- 
ceptable to the Lora Arch-Biſhop. p. 7. 

T his Article is an Expletive; and Perallcl. 
Signifies juſt nothing; for how many 
of theſe Secrets did the Kings Witneſſes Pronnſe to 
Reveal, that never came to Light : and, in Truth, 
never had any Beeing in the Nature of Things ! But 
the very Noiſe, and Amuſement was enough to do 
the Work. 

1 2ly. In the Mean Time ,, if his Royal Piot. 
Aajeſty and the Lord Arch- Biſhop, deſire 
to Conſult well to Themſelves, they ſhall Keep Theſe Thins s 
oaly Superficially Communicated unto them, moſt Secret- 
ly under Deep Silence, Not Communicating them ſo 
much as to thoſe wogm they Judge moſt Faithfull to them, 
before they ſhall receive by Name, in whom they may 
Confide + for clſe they are ſafe on No ſide. Þ. 8. 

Juſt at This rate were the Sperficial 

Communications, and the Injunftions of allel. 

Silence, in the Caſe of Tong, and Otes; and what 

was the Conaition at laſt too, but that the X;izg ſhould 

Truſt No Other,then ſuch as the Diſcoverers or(which 

is all one) the Confþirators ſhould Name : As OtesEx- 

cepted to ſuch and ſuch Perſons by Name, out of the 

Committee that was to Examine him. 

 13ly. Likewiſe they may be Aſſured, Tat. 

that whatſoever Things are here Propo- 

ſed, are No Figments, nor Fables, nor Vain o_ ; 
| F 3 45 
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Chap. IV. ( 70) 
but ſuch Real Verities, which may be Demonſtrated 
2n every ſmall Title : For T hoſe who Thruſt themſelves 
Into This Bus neſs, are ſuch men, who mind no [ Gain ;*] 
but the very Zeal of Chriſtian Charity ſuffers them nor 
70 Conceal Theſe Things: Yet, both from his Majeſty, 
and the Lord Arch- Biſhop, tome Small Ex:mplar 
pf Gtatitude will be Expected. p. 8. 
Parallel. | Theſearethe very Reaſonings, and 
Fretences of Ezrel Tong, put into the 
Afouth of Titus Otes : No Figments, $0 help me God ; 
No Thought of Bain ; but Pure Zeal, and Chriſtian 
Charity, tro work upon the Diſcoverers. But yet ſome 
Small Exemplar of G1atitude will be Expefted ; as a 
matter of Tex, or Twelve Pound a Week-Penſion for 
Otes ;, and the valie perhaps, of Four or oy times 
as much more, in Preſents, and Veils : A Deanery, 
or {ome ſuch Trifle, for Jorg. What 1s All This, but 
a Flat Contradifttion, thrown in the very Face of the 
Fretext ? 

It is as Clear as Day, that Tong and Habernfeld, 
in All Things Material, Walk Hand in Hand tho- 
ronzh the Whole Story : But to avoid Idle Repeti- 
tions as much as may be, 1] ſhall in the Next Place 
make a S90:t Acſiratt of Habernfeld's Laſt, and Long 
Paper of Intellizence ; and ſo Finiſh my Parallel. It 
45a This Following Title; And from thence [ 
ſmall Proceed to the Heads of it. 


[ The La Je, an 'T Particular Diſcovery of the Plot 
againſt tie King, Kingdom, and Proteſtant Re- 
gn, and to raiſe che Scottiſh Wars. P. 13. ] 


lot. The CA] Kg is in Danger of his 

Life and Crown, [| B) Figlend and Scot- 

{11d to be Subverted. The Diſcoverer of This was 

Eorn and Bred 1n the CC] Popiſh Religion 121 
if 


Chap. IV. £78] 
[CD] Fit for the Deſign. p.13. He was | E] ſent 
over by Cardinal Barbarini (_ F | Troubled in Con 
ſcience, and [ G ] came over to the Vrthodox Religion. 
CH] Reveal'd the Treaſon to a Fricad, { I] Put the 
Particulars ww Writing, ont of which were drawn 
[ K. 7] Articles. p. 14. He falls upon te © L } Feſuit:- 
cal Off-{pring of Cham. p.15. The [74 | Society are the 
Conſpirators. The | N 7 Fopes Legat 1s their Chief 
Patroa. They hold their [| O ] Weekly Intelligences. 
P. 16. Cunexs, the Inſtrument of the | P | Conjur'd So- 
ciety. He Preſents the King with Roman Curioſities : 
Promiſes, but Mcans it not, to Eſpouſe the Cauſe of 
the Palatinate. p. 17. Olters the Biſhop a Cardinals 
Cap; makes uſe of Court-Inſtruments and Mediations. 
p. 18. But finding Allin Vain; { Q J Anmbuſhes were 
to be Prepar*'d, wherewith the Lord Arch-Bzſhop, to- 
gether with the King, ſhould be Taker. p. 19. They 
pais [ R 7] Sentence againlt the King, and lay hold of 
the Iudignities put upon Prynne, Burion, and Baſtwick; 
and the Scotch Service-Book ; to {tir up the Puritans 
toa Revenge. Some Sco!rifh 1 opiſh Lords, are font to 
Enflame { S ] Scotland ; by which, the © © ] Hurt- 
full Diſturber ot the Scorr;ſh Liverty might be Slazn. 
[ U ] An Indian Nut provided by the Soczety, and 
ſhew*d to the Dy/coverer, in a | WW ] Boalting Man- 
ner; To Poyſoa the [| X } King, aficr the Example 
of his Father. p. 21. Hamilton's Chaplain Private with 
Cuners : A Chaplain of Richelicu's ſent over to Ajjtſ# 
the Conspiracy : A Character given of Sr Toby 312- 
thews. p. 22. And an Account of his Ttelgences, 
Hauits, and Meetings. p. 23. The Story of Reade o- 
Ver again. p. 24. Jeſuits Letters, and MAMcetings, Ang 
[TY | All the Papiſts of England Contributing to the De- 
ſign. p. 25. One Widow Gave Forty Thouſtnd Porng 
Engliſh, toward it, And Others, beyond their Av+- 
tity in Proportion, He follows This, with a Ranvie 
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Chap. IV. (p2) (- 


upon Several Perſons by Name, that were dipt in 
the Conſpiracy; And further with This Remarkable 
Diſcovery. 

The Preſident of the aforeſaid Socicty, was my Lord 
Gage, 4 Jcſuit Prieſt, Dead above 1 hrce Years frace. 
He had a Palace dorifd with Laſcivious Pittures,which 
Conunterfteited Prophaneneſs in the Houſe ; but with them 
was Palhatea a Monaſtery, wherein Forty Nuns were 


Maintained, hid in ſo Great a Palace. It is Scituated i; 


Queen Street, which the Statue of a Golden Queen 
Adorns. The Secular Jeſuits have bought All This Street, 
and have Reduced it into 4 Quadrangle, where 4 Jefu- 
itical College 1s Tacitly built, with the Hope that it 
21ight be Openly finiſh*d as ſoon as the Univerſal Refor- 
mation was beeun, P. 29. ] 

To pals a Short Note now upon 
the Whole ; The Deſign upon the 
L A 7] Kine, and [ B ] Enoland and 
Scotland, is the General Scope of Oteres Plot... He Pre- 
tends to come over from [ C ] the Popiſh Relio1or. 
No man Firter for the | D : Deſign: [ ET] ſent 0- 
ver, [ FJ] Troubled in Conſcience, and [ & ] Con- 
wverted. The General of the Jeſmits at Rome, and the 
Provinc;al Here, did the Parts of Cardinal Barbarin, 
and the Fopes Legat. Otes|_ H |] Revealed the Treaſon 
to Toro, and [| / put the Particulars in Writing ; out 
of which, Toro Extrected © K | Articles. Otes makes 
C A1] the Sourcty the Conpirators, The Provincial 
ſerves for { NJ The Toes Leoat. The [| O ] Weekly 
Tatelligences Grove took an Account of ; and for 1n- 
ſtriments of the [| P ] Conurld Seciety. Otes'es Narra- 
rive has them in abundance. The [ © ] Ambuſhes 
were laid in St. Jameses, and at Windſor. The | RA 
Sentence paſs*d at ſeveral Conſults. The Rebellion in ['S ] 
Scotland, by Irritating the Furitans was' Manag?d by 


Ores'es 1M liſſlonaries 5; and the K; ing to be Murder d, 
a 


Parallel to the 
Large Diſcovery. 


Chap. IV. (73) 


45 the CT 7] Furtfull Diſturber of their Liberties. Wake- 
mans Poyſon was | U ] the Indian Nut ;, and Cuneuss 
Boaſting of it, Anſwers Conyers'es ſhewing Ores the 
Dagger, in Grays-Tun-Walks. Habernfelds Talk of Poy- 
ſoning the | X ] King, atter the Example of his Fa- 
ther, was Match'd, both in the Narrative of OteVes 
Plot, and Exprelsly in his Epiſtle before that NVarra- 
tive: to the Eternal Infamy of the Reporters of it: 
And as Habernfcld { Y ] makes All the Papiſts of Eng- 
land to be Concernd in This Conſpiracy, ſo Otes in his 
Epiſtle, and Narrative, has made an Univerſal Plot 
ont: Only we want a Forty-Thouſand-Pound Widow 
to Perfett the Parallel: But That Defect is Amply 
Supply*d in 1riſh Contributions, and Orher Secret 
SCTVICES. 

As to the Fooleryof the Laff Paragraph, the Man 
muſt be a Great Stranger to London, as well as to 
Common Senſe, that can look upon it as any other 
then a moſt Extravagant Foppery ; and without any 
Colour, or Coherence. 


After This Large Diſcovery, as the Enformer Pre- 


tends, comes a Summary, in Eleven Heads, of the 
Whole Matter, which 1s only the ſame over again ; 
and is Anſwer'd over again by the ſame Parallel : 
Only the 1ct9 Clauſe has an Expreſlion in it Wor- 
thy of Kemargue, 

Some ( ſays he) of the Priacipal, Unfaithful ones of 
the Kings Party, are Notify'd by Name. Many of whoſe 
Names | Occur ] Not yet their Habitations are 
Known. P. 31. 

Now in Orefes Muſter of the Cons1irators, it runs 
[ Whoſe Names [| ©fcurr 7} at Preſent. Nar. fol. 61.7] 
One would have thought they might have Vary*d 
the Phraſe a little : But our Modern Diſcoverers have 
been much better at Copying then at Inventiag , Wit- 
neſs This Whole Parallel; and the Five Feſuits Letters. 

It 


\ 


Chap. IV. (74) 
Tt muſt not be Omrtted neither, that © the Order of 
Poliriclans ] which Habernfeld ſpeaks of, p. 15. is 
Learnedly Turrd, foriooth, into the Order of © PO- 
LITITLANT,) by Otes, in his Narrative. Art, 53. 
In Concluſion, here's a Plot Copy*d-out to the 
Life, and the Tranſcript, a moſt Scandalous, and Im- 
pious Cheat, beyond all Controverſy, whatever the 
Original was. But in regard the Publiſher Affirms, 
that the Kings XMnifter, and the Arch-Biſhop, if nor 
the King Himſelf, were fully Satisjy'd in the Reality 
of it ; we ſhall firſt Examine upon what Grounds the 
Publiſher ſpeaks; And after That, come to a Fair 
Reaſoning upon the Jain Matter in Iſſue; which 
cannot be ſo well done, as by Delivering the Seve- 
ral Letters at Large, and then making a Judgment 
upon the Whole Proceeding. We are got thus far On- 
ward of our way now thorough the Parallel ; And 


the Next. Queſtion will be Tkzs. 


CHAP. 


(75) 


—_——— —————_—_— —— mn 
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CHAP. .v. 


Was Habernfelds Modell it ſelf, an 


Hiſtorical Truth, or a Fition ? 


Hoever looks Narrowly into Habernfelds 

Plot, and the ſeveral Parts of it, will find 
it to be rather a Leſſon, or a Proje&, then the Juſt 
Account of an Hiſtorical Truth. The Bus*neſs of Con- 
ſcience, Oaths of Secreſy, Enformation, and the Circum- 
ſtances of Who, What, Where, When, How, Cc. are 
only matters of Conrſe ; for there muſt be Perſons, 
Things, Places, Time, and Manner Allign'd, even to 
the moſt Extravagant Fiftion that ever was In Na- 
ture. This was the Compoſition, Firſt, of Habernfelds 
Diſcovery, and afterwards of Tong's Counter-part 
of it : He furniſhes Ores with Lights, and Iaſtrutti- 
ons; Gives the Contrivance the Name of a Coniþiracy 
Titus Phacks np a Good Heart, and Swears to't, and 
ſo there's a New Plot made of an Old one. 

It muſt be Obſerv*'d that This 

Intelligence of Habernfeld was ſet The Firſt Open- 
afoot, when Charles the Firft, was at " - -—_— _ 
York, in September, 1640. to Adviſe FI 
with his Great Councill of Peers a- 
bout the Scorriſh Rebellion, The Kings Aﬀairs were 
upon a Pizch, and there never was more need of a 
Forgery to Caſt the Scottiſh Inſurre&ion upon the Pa- 
pits, and to turn the Peoples Hearts, From, and 
Againſt his Majeſty, then upon that JunQure :  Eſpe- 
elally, for a Preparatory to the Work of the Next 


Parhament, 
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Chap. V. (76) 
Parkament, that was to Meet Novem. 3. following. 
Upon this Occaſion, Sir W. Boſwell, ( the Kings Mi- 
niſter at the Hague ) wrote to the Arch-Biſhop about 
This Plot. The Letter is Long, and fo are the Other 
Papers upon T his Subject : but to ſatisfy the Readers 
Curioſity they may be ſeen at Large in the Pamphlet 
heretofore mention'd, or in the Firſt Volume of Dr. 
Walſons Colle&ions. fol. 467. So that a ſhort Abſtract 
w1ll be enough for my Bus*neſs : And I ſhall begin 
with Sir W. Boſwells Firſt Letter. He ſends Enclos'd 
in this Letter, a Copy of Habernfeld's Enformation 
concerning the Plor, wherein the Points that I ſhall 
Remarque upon, are Principally Theſe. 


An Abſtract of The Diſcovery was Firſt, made to 


'Sir W. Botvwells 


Firlt Letter. 1m at | Second-Hand, ] ana |. 7 
Specch. ] 
The Matter was foon after put into 
[ Der, ] Avow'd by the [| Baincipal Party; ] 47d 
Deliver'd him ir Writing by C Both Together; ] Vpor 
Pzomiſe 47d Dath. 70 Reveal it only to his Grace, and 
by bum to his Majeſty. 
 Haberafeld remits himſelf to the Arch-Biſhop, 
with a moſt Earneſt Charge of Szlence, and that No 
Perſon ve *:p., 9 within Gearing, at the Communicating 
of it to his Majeſty , and No Mortal elſe to know of it. 
There muſt be no Asking of Names, nor of Fur- 
ther Diſcoveries, nor Advertiſements ; nor the D1ſco- 
verer, upon any Terms, to be ſo much as Pointed-at, 
for fear of ſpoiling the Whole Bugneſs : For the 
[ King, Government, and Religion, ] are All at 
Stake, and the Enformer will run Extreme Hazzard of 


his Perſon, and Life. No ; it muſt not be ſo much as - 


Enquir'd How, or by What Means the Difcoverer 

came to Know All This. Ig 
AS to Sr Wiltam Boſwells Opinion of the Matter ; he 
has 
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| Chap. V. (27) 


bas theſe words, | As 1 Wap believe Theſe Overtures 
are Verifyable i the Way they will be laid ;, and thas 
the Parties will not ſhrink, &c. ] And again | If Theſe 
Overtnres happily fort with his Majeſties, and your 
Graces Mind, GC. ] 

The Reſt is only Praying of Inſtruftions ;; Propo- 
fing a Cypher , and ſo with a ſuitable Decency of 
ReſpeQ, in ſuch a Caſe, he Concludes his Letter. 
Hague. September. g. 1640. St, Loci. 

There was never leſs perhaps of Surprize, or A- 
ſftoniſhment(the weight of the matter Conſider?d) then 
was Expreſs'd upon This Occaſion : which ſhews 
Sufficiently What Opiniv the Kings Miniſter Enter- 
tain'd of the Truth of the Story. He was Sworn to 
Secrecy, Himſelf ; and he Prefles it to the Archbiſhop 
under the Conſcience of That Ovl:eation. The Caution 
is Habernfelds ; Sr Wiltiam Boſwells Confidence goes no 
farther then 1 | MAY }] Beljzeve. And then [ 1F J 
Theſe Overtures happily fort with his Majeſties, and your 
&races Mind, and ſhall accordingly prove EffefFual in 
their Operation ] &c. Here's [ No Contratting of Bow- 
es; No Loins tremblins with Horror, in the Stile of 
Habernfeld. p. 4.and yet I perſuade my ſelf, that 
the Kmmgs Reſident had as much Tendernef for the 
Kings Life, as Andreas ab Haberafeld. 

Þut here's the Train of my Pa- 
rallel ſtill, even through This Let- TÞ< Parallel of 


yl k 'Tongs Plor, and 
ter it felf. Orcs pretended Diſco- TE o0es 


very was | by a ®ccond Þand ] by on till. 
Tong ; And at Firſt, in [| Spe:thJ]too; 
which was the Caſe of Torgagain to Mr Kirkby. It 
was likewiſe [| Dzder®d] by Tong, and { ſoon afrer A- 
vow'd by the Pyincipal, ] (which was Ores) and [ De- 
ver'd m Writing. alſo, by Both Togethcr.] And ſo 
was OteSes True Narrative. | Upon Promiſe and Oath 
of Secrecy -] which Agrees with Toung Tong*s Paper 
| of 


Chap. V. (78) 
of Fan. 5. 168t. | When my Father and Otes came ty 
Fox-Hall ({ays he) Mr Kirkby was taken in as an AL. 
ſiſtant, afrer he had been Swo1's ro Beeiery:] And 
This 1s Eftectually, Confirm'd again by 2r Kirkby: 
Own Narrative, which ſays that Tong Earneſtly 7e- 
queſt ea him not to Acquaint any Other Perſon with it then 
the King.] Nay Habernfeld takes upon him, in ſome 
ſort, to Tutor his Majeſty, by Preſcribing to him 
the very Meaſures of Faith, Juſtice, and Prudence, 
that he was to Walk by. He muſt not Shew, nor 
Truſt, nor .be Over-heard, nor Ask Dueſtions ;, but 
lay it home to the King, as he will Anſwer it to God 
in a Caſe of Conſcience, &c. So that not only Tongs 
Model, but Otes'es Sawcyneſs was Copy*d, after the 
Preſident of Habernfeld, Upon the Whole Matter, 
hereare ſo many Amuſements, Generalitici, and Re: 
ſiri&ions, and the Danger Spun out ſo far at length, 
that Charles the Firſt might have been Murder'd Fifty 
times over, in the very Time of Habernfeld*s telling 
his Tale And Charles the Second, in the Parallel, ran 
the very ſame R/que in the Diſcovery of Otes. 
| Upon the Receit of Habernfelds 
The Arch-Bilhop | &-0m Sr William Boſwell, his Grace 
writes lnmed;- | . 4} 
ately tothe King, Of Camerbury DiſpatcH'd an Expreſs 
away immediately to the Kg, and 
received his own Letter again with his Majeſties 
DireRions in the Margent. The Marginals are only 
Aſſurance of Secrecy ; Notes of Reſpett ; and Direti- 
ons What to do, without laying any Streſs upon the 
Danger of the Conſpiracy. The Only Paſſages in the 
Archbiſhops Letter, for my preſent purpoſe, are 
Theſe Following. | 
C The Danger #t ſeems 1s Imminent, 
An Abſtratt of and laid by God knows whom, but to 
hisGraces Letter. be Executed by them that arc near 4- 
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Chap. V. (79) 

Now may it pleaſe your Majeſty, This Enformartion is 
either True, or there 15 _ Miſtake iz it. Jf it be 
True. the Perſons that make the Diſcovery will deſerve 
Thanks, and Rewargl. If there ſhould be Any Miſtake in 
it, your Majeſty can loſe nothing but a little Silence. 

The Busneſs ( Ft it be) 1s Extreme Foul ;, The Diſco- 
very thus by God's Providence offer*d, ſeems Fair. Ido 
hereby humbly beg ut upon my Knees of your Majeſty, that 
you world Conceal This Busneſs from Every Creature, 
ad His Name that Sends This ro me. 

Sr, For Gods ſake, and your Own Safety, Secrecy in 
This Busneſs : And I befeech you ſend me back Ty1s Let- 
ter, and All that comes with 1t, ſpeedily, and Secretly, 
and truſt not your Own Pockets with them. I ſhall not 
Eat, nor Sleep in Quict, *till T receive them. 

Once again, Seciecr, for Gods ſake and your Own. 

So far am I now from, finding the King, and the 
Archbiſhop ſo [Fulty Satisfy'd?] of the Reality of this 
Plot, ( as Mr. Prynne affirms they were) that the 
Matter ſeems to Me to be left rather in Ballance,with 
an [_ Jf it be True; } And | che Bus neſs, AF it be, is 
Extreme Foul :] Bclide that the Expreſſion of [| By 
no body knows whom, } {eemsto Intimate from That 
Generality, that the Enformation 1s either Fruitleſs, 
or Falſe: For it Inlinuates a Treachery in ſome about 
the King ; It Labours to make his Majeſty JFelous of 
his Servants, without giving him any Means to A- 
void the Danger. "ihe Main Streſs of the Letter 
| hes upon the Point of { Secrecy.) wherein the Arch- 
biſhop did but Comply with the InjunCtions that 
were laid upon him ; nor 1s there any thing more 
layd in This Caſe upon the Hazzard of the Kings 
Perſon, then by that Dutyfull, Wiſe, Zelous, and 
| Faithfull Prelate, would have been ſaid, upon the 
| Odds of Ten Thouſand Worlds to a Nut-ſbeR, againit 
Sis 774th of the. Enformation, And Thoſe Words 
7; Ct F Szr, 
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Chap. V. (2%) 
[ Sr, For Gods ſake, and your Own Safety, D Secrecy ] 
m This Bugneſs, ] Amount to no more then ſuch a 
Caution as would have bee: given againſt the moſt 
Unlikely of Poſſibilities. 

There are 7 wo Letters more of Sr William Boſwel!s 
to the Arch-Biſhop, of Later Date, which have little 
m97c 1n them then Secrecy, and Circuml;etion, o- 


ver and ovcr again ; and the Dy/coverers Oath Offer d 


f. 19 what he hath already Declar'd, or ſhall hereafter De- 
clare 1a theBus'neſs.] | His Name muſt be ſtill ConceaPd, 
though be thinks his 7Aajeſty, by the Charatter he gives 
of Himſelf, will eaſily Imagine who he 1s, having been 
known fo Generally through Court, and City for Three or 
For Year in the Quality, and Employment he Acknow- 
leageth by his Declaration Himſclf to have held. 


As to Habernfelds Readyneſs to 
The Parallel Swear; That has been Ore-es Part 
TT £05 ; and for his { Secrecy, and Tir- 
cumſpetion, ] Tong and Ores have kept themſelves 
upon the Sume Guard. Haberafeld was afraid of be- 
ing Diſcover'd ; while Toxg and Ores Refiue upon 
his Fears,and Demonſtrate the Ill Conſequences of Blab- 
bing; As inthe Caſe of his being Card, and Buffered 
by Whitebread, and almoſt Muracr*d in Cock-Pit- Al- 
ley by a Drunken Fellow that took him for a Bawd; 
which Afront, Otes Files to the Popiſh Account ; for 
Stratford, he ſays, (the Drunken Fellows Name) was 
Employ'd by the Jeſuits to-do him 4 Miſchief. Narrative 
Article 80.7 I am to Mark oncc again, that after All 
Habernfelds Importunities to be kept Private, he D)/- 
covers Himſclf : which is but Tong and Otes, all a- 
long ſtill. 
Upon Dr. Tongs Firſt Appearance 


Mites known ts before the King and Council, Sept- . 


his Majeſty Þ:' 
a Certain Token, 2B. 1678, he was deſired ( as _—_ 
Ty TER TI the 


* 

Chap. V-. (31 ) 
the Story under 15 own Hand) to give fome Charafter 
of Mr Otes's Perſon : | In that, hereferr'd himfelf to his 
Majeſty, © the Bord,to whom Mr Otes wasWell known, 
he ſaid, by Several AFrs, which he had Manag”d before 
them with Wartaus #Zucie's, as he had heard; and 
particularly in an Ajair of the Navy, wherein he was 
Employ'd under SIC Richard Ruth's Command. ] His 
Majeſty thereupon ( ſays Dr. Tong's Paper ) calPd 
him to Mind, and ſaid be knew l;;m.7] Here's the Paral- 
lel of Otes?es Inco7rito too : And what was Oreses 
Bngnef before the King and Cunncel at laſt, but 
briefly T Jus. 


One Parker of Hajiinzs in 1675. The Token iv 

upon very Good Reaſons, kept Ores (cif. 

out of the Pulpit ; Otes, in Requital, 

SWOre Sodomy upon hin : Parker thereupon wasClapt- 
up, Indifled, Try'd, and Acquitted, upon Manifeſt 
Proof of the 1nzpoſſiblity of Orcs Accuſatioa to be 
True : for, by Good Luck, Parker Prov*'d himſelf to 
have been at a Publique Meeting, at the time laid in 
the Indiftmeiit, \Vhilte Parker was in Friſon, Ores 
Accus?d This Parkers Father, for very Scandalous 
lords againſt ſome of the Lords of the Cozencel ; The 
Matter was brought to a Hearing ; Parker Diſcharg®d, 
and the Whole BugneL found to be a Falſe and 11a- 
licious Proſecution. This was the Afair that made Ores. 


Known to the King, and Comeell : And then for his 


Employment under Sr. Richard Ruth ;, Tf his Coat had 
not Pleaded for his Neck, he night have Strerch'd, 
for Buggery, while he was under his Command 3 
And never any Creature certainly was YVals'd npon 
his being known to a Privy Councel, by Lewder Tokens. 
But now to the Story of Habernfeld again. 
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Chap. V. (52) 


The Intclligence began Sep.6.16409. 
_— Ty and from thence. to the following 

Laa Lets Crclit gy: : 

every day thca October. 15. 1t was Every day leſs 

Gthere tceded then Other : Inſomuch, that 

Sr. William Boſwell's Two Laſt Letters, 


FH: kernfelds Plot 


Fad little more in them then a Afiniſterial ReSpeft to 


his Majelties Order and Command ;, and There it was, 
( for onght I could ever hear to the Contrary ) that 
tne Diſcovery $::28 ton, without any further Tydings 
of the Searcwce, or of the Ambuſhes in Haberafelds De- 
claration. Neither 401 find, after all his Inſtances for 
Concealment, ani his Promiſes of Diſcovery, fo much 
as One Proveavlc Pojizt mn the Whoſe Relation ; but it 
runs alltoyether upon Generalitics, and Political Re- 
flexiens, and trom thence it was, that Tong drew the 
Lines of Oreses Narrative. Any man that has Eyes 
in his Head may fee, that the Plot ct 1678. was taken 
out of That of 1640. And truly [ look upon Ha- 
vernfelds Plot to have been as much a Sham in the Ori- 
gal, as Tong's was in the Copy. It was Started in 
1640. when the Srorrs were up to the Ears in the 
Revell;oz, "The Peoples Heads were ſet upon Plots at 
That Time, and the Faction had need of them ; for 
they had no better way in the World to Palliate the 
T7cafon, then to make the Papiſts the Authors of it; 
and by a kind of Revrlſion, to draw the Ill Humour 
from the Purita;15 to the Roman Catholiques : Beſide, 
tne Dilemma they put upon the King, eitaer to be 
Ruw'd, by the Envy of Joyning Intereſts with the Pa- 
piſts, or by the want of Thoſe Hands which might 
have Contributed to his Preſervation. The Diſcoverer 
pretends himſelf a Convert too, in Abborrence of the 
Matlicions Prattices of the Bloudy Romaniſts. So that he 
Dates his Corverſwn from before the Scottiſh T umults, 
which began in 1637. aud brings in his Diſcovery, 


g1wixs Two and Thre Tear after, So that either the 


Story 


f 
: 
: 


Chap. V. (83) 

Story was a Chcat., or the Peter Was a Cheat ;, and 
It 1s juſt as Broad us *tis Lone, as to the K; ings Inte- 
et, whether of the Two. 

And it 1s not All neat that the Manage of it 
was Cold, and Dilamiory ; 1 he Pa oorefs Slow, and the 
E: fulrinaiion Extremely Short, and Trivial ; but the 
Narrative it ſuf is Tnco: «ſifteat, One Part. of it with 
Another, and as Cc arjly Gontriy? w - a5 it IS T7 CONGTH= 
ls! p17 rnocther . | 

Cardinal Rickdien, he ſays, vas the Firſt Afover 
of rhe © SCort: 118 70% bl 65, An | Yer Lowa AC Was Cam nmlt- 
ted to the 7ower for Sign? 2z-an Addreſs for Relief. 
and Protettion, to Tra very © aradinal, So that © 
$075 TAther dealt with the French, then the French 
with Them ; And how Grear-Go9d-Will ſoever the 
Cardinal might have for cur Diviſiozs, we do not 
reade. of any Viſcble Succours yer they received from 
'T hat Quarter. 

If the Five lembers were - P, ?p7ſts, Well and Good ; 
for [ thar Treating wit Forretor: Power to Aſliſk them, 
w.5 One Article of ther Charge, Ext Coll. p. 544.7 
And then the Great Act oi ſrdemmty, upon the 
Late Kings Reſtauratioi, is a Tiouſand Proofs againſt 
them ;, for they had the Wit to carry the Rey 0Þeft 
of That Pardon np to 1637. Ipatisto fay, to the 
Opening of the Scorch 7 mw; tes ; which was a matter 
of Three Year beyond the Datc of the Engzliſh Rebellion : 
and ſhews what ſort of Papiſts ny were, that Mov'>, 
the Scorrifh Broils. There never was perhaps ſaci a 
Jumble of Noxſence put upon a Nztz, for Politiques, 
as in Theſe Two Pretenaed Plots, the king Was at rc 
fame time to be Murder'd by the Proteſ? ants, 43S 9 
Papiſt, and by the Papiſts, as a Pwritan ; and 11S Ro- 
nan Catholique Subjetts in Fleſh and Bloud, £2 HAVE 
their Brains beat out in his Deferce, by Arnotmer Army 


of Papiſts in the Air, No ſought his Cz Tos 
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Chap. V. ($4) 


The Papiſts, it ſeems, Diſ-affetted the People ; In 


ſtructed the Fattion, Menard the Rebellion 5 Laid Am- 


buſhes ( ſays Habernfeld, and Ores after him ) for the 
King : Paſsd Sertezce wpon him, and in the End, 
were Sequeſter'd, Plunder'd, TJayPd, Hing'd-rp, or 
Cut to pieces, by the Prritans for their Pains. 

But to draw to an End, Dr Feylin in his Cypriants 
Anglicas, and the Author of the Popes Nuncjo., 
are both Agreed upon't, that the Commiſtior: 
of Cuncus reſpected only to tie Qxzcen, and her De- 
votion. It appcars likewiſe, that there were ſome 
Overtures toward a Better Vnacrſtandino betwist the 
Members of the Two Churches, by Certain Avatements 
and Approchcs, on the One fide, 2nd on the Orher ; 
but not One Syllable of a Pr unon his Majeſtics 
Perſon, *till This Bonemnans Revelittioze, The Publiſher 
ot Whitlocks Memorials, makes no more of Haber. 


felds Long Litter, then | 4 &-vicy mincy Prynne hats, 


Publiſhed in Print, upoa Truj*, (as he uferh ro do 
a; wel! as Others. fol. 31. 

It 1s further to be Confidr'd, that for This Dler. 
(ſnch as it was) rye King knew of it,and never Minded ;: 
farther ; Though Pryae makes 1t the Rect of all our 
Following Calamities-, and 7org brings it down tc 
Orees Diſcovery, and the Lord knows how long after: 
So that Charles the Firſ?, Fought, and Ated againſt 
himſelf, all the while, and came to be Murder'd in 
the Concluffo7, by the Ore fide becauſe he World Not 
be a Pariſi, and by the Orr, becauſe he Tas One. 
Juſt as Zong brought the Late King into Ores*es Flor, 
againſt his Own Lyfe, Crown, and Dignity, 
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if Tong's, or Otes'es Piot, was an Ime 
poſture, whether or no pas it [0 De- 
20 d from the Beginning ; or were 
the Impoſtors Themlelves, Impos'd 
upon. 


f gre This Plot was a Cheat, is no longer a Doubt, 
nor, at Preſent, the Queſtion but whe- 
ther it was Originally Meant t for One, or Af- 
zerward Empot's into One, will be the Point in 
This Place. Now I am perſuaded, that it was Boty ; 
for 1t 15 noleſs Clear, that Toag UnkeancPd the Fox, 
Len It 1S that Shnaſtsbury, the aſter of the Bloud- 
Hounds, Govern'd the Chace. I ſhall be very carefull 
of Delivering any _s npen This Subject: but on 
as Good Authorities as the Teſtimony of Authentique 
Papers, Reaſoncvle Tnferences, and Noetoricty of Fatt can 
furniſh me withall : And I doubt not of making 
Good the Truth of my Evidences, or the Force, and 
Equity of my Concluſions, upon as Pregnant Proofs, 
and Preſumptions, as the Law it ſelf requires for the 
Fair Gaining of a Cauſe in Weſtminſter- Hall. 

In One of Dr. Toxg's Papers, I 
find Theſe Words [| To Diſcover the Tongs Plot. 
Plot againſt the King and his Family, 
I wrote the Royal Martyr in the Year 

QG 3 1672. 
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hapy © | (85) 
972.1] Or, as he has 1t in ſeveral Other Places 
[ About the Year Seventy Ore 54 Two. ] So that here 
is a Plot Preſurn'd, anil a Poor IY/rmen, purpoſely 9 
Diſcover it 5 but No Piet es yet in Sight, more then 
the Deſign of SEr17 c up Onc Pict under the Apprene;:- 
70s of Another. jo le fir!t putting 1t in the Pec- 
ples heads, that there Is a Pop:jh Conspiracy. 21x 
Asking them wh.it they world ao, "if the Paviſts Poll 
Rije ? 3ly, Begin; TIE a Fire, > Alaſſacre, Or an Hnſur- 
retton, Themſelves, andcalling it a Popiſh one, and 
here's the Work Carry*d- on ina Direct Line fi Om 
Tongs Royal Miityr to the Battle at Sedgmone, 
According to Tors's "Computation 
Hahernfeld'sand weare to believe Haberafeld's Plor, 
Tongs Plot,mucli and Oteges to be One and the ſame 
the ſamc. 
thongh well nigh Forty Years betwixt 
*m : An Eiaht Texrs Rebellion ;, A Twelve Years Inter- 
regnm : ( as tothe Kinzs Excrciſe of his Power. ) 
Anothcr Dozen of Yc- :r5 from the Reſtoring of the 
Latc King, Imervenjzic;, The Managers of the Old 
Plot, in their Graves ; Not fo much as One of Ha. 
berafela's Patrons, or Taſtrurteats, in Bong, to Pro- 
70 lt: And yetafier fo many Z7rvras, Changes, and 
Wonderfull X-volucios of State, ( never Stranger 
cipranſs in Two' Kings Reigns, were ſet upon 
e Hunt, in Seventy Einbr, for a ] Plot Antecedent to 
The Seceti(u Vries in This ly SEVER ; ney to take. 
Tong*s, and Oi) Word for't, that Their Narra- 
tive 1s, in Effect, but the True 14iftory of FHibern- 
felds, and- the 04 Plot Conttnu?d. If it ſhould be 
{ud that 1t.1s only the Same Influence Contian'd, they 
will be put to Prove the Hebeatins of 1t, ina Re- 
oul ar, and an - Vninterrupted Proceſs, and Operarion, 
vhich is 2 hing as 4mpoſſible to Be made-out, as It 18 
Ky _ C;tlois TO Tmavine : rige, thet All the Old Aftors 
are cirher cur of the We arla, out t of the Caſe, or out 
| | | at 


Chap. VI. (57) 


of Play ;, and an Inference would hold as well from 
the Hiſtory of Noals Floud to the Laft Sca-breach, 5 
from Ore Conſpiracy to the Orher - Over and ad0: 2 
that, This Fancy puts All Orc Intelhgince, 
Diſpatches, Commiſſions, and Conſult:, quite out of 
Doors. To talk of a Zlot of FT nn jon JOINT ON, 
ſienifies Mothing, where the Kjnc-K:/;ns Plor is thc 
Ouefion. The Plut of Perſuadins, Ocher! Pcople to 
be be of Qur Religion, ever Did, and Dos, anc d Will go- 
on, no doubton” t, "Lil People are all of a Mind ; 
and 1t 1s but. a Char itable Duty, for 2 Man that thinks 
Himſelf in a Sate way to Heaven, to wiſh that his 
Brother would go along with him for C Company. L- 
fide, that This is a Delign to Date from Edvard the 
S1 «th, or Henry the Eig bh, rather then fron Comms 
or Habernfeld But Tong Lalks of Habernfelds Pit, 

if 1t were to ſerve to the end of the World, lite a 
Perpetual Almanack, © The Son ( ſays Tors after Cic- 
neus ) was to follow the Fate of his Father. '\ Why dil 
they not Diſpatch him then in his Exile 5 when — 
had him in their Power ? Why did they Pit 

off ſo long after his Reta? How came Tf his 
Malicious Determination to Sleep all this while 
Or Where didit Reſt ? The Moft, in In , thar can k 
made on't, is, that Tong might percha ace Lan ag iine 4 
Phot, and That Phht to be Exerlaſting 130, Whteie 1 
Truth there was None at all; and a man may. ut 
under a Miſtake, without Incur ring the Scandal of 
an Impoſtor : To which, This is my Anf Wer: t 008 | 
lay no Streſs npan bare Likelihoods, Poſſibilize:,, wr 
Peradventures : But I ſhall Prove from ap «n Fon, 
and Prattice, that he Meditated an Impoſture from the 


Begmaing, and Aſiſted it with all his Might. 
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Chap. VI. (88) 

But why the Hiſtory of ZHavbernfelds Plot of 
Forty, in the Year Seavcnty Two? Saving only to 
Frame a New Plot by it- that ſhould Anſwer 
me Features of the O!4 One ? Art this rate, ke Wave 

' Plot. that he Pretended only to Ft tvin?. or Fozeſec? 
To inſtcad of Tracing HH: rbernfelas Flot down to 
0:c%5, he Carry'd-up Orefes Narrative to fit for the 
Picture of Haber ofa He 1d, 1n ſhort, like your 
Propnetical Incendtaries 5 That Firſt Foretell Fires, and 
then Kindle them. 

Tong an Agent It 1s well known among the Pa- 
for Popery. riſhoners of Sr. Alar Y SAY ngs L91n- 
don, that for ſome Years before the Alarum of 
thePretended PopiſhPlot,T og was perpetually Calcula- 
ting, what Wonderfull Things they ſhould ſoon See 
& Hear from the Papi/ts:Infomuch, that an Enforma- 
tion of Auguſt 168S1. was Deliver 4 1pon 'T hat Sub- 
je, to Sr Leoline Genin, In thete : Followi ing Words, 


& Somatic Theſe are to C crtify whom it may 
T'\-2ctice. Concern, That the Parties Subſcribed, 
do Kor lIedre and Declare, that 

Pr Otes and Dr Tong w * very well acquainted tO 
ev 1n our Fai 4jh of &..7 ary- -Staynings, [ondon, 
Jah Dr Otes wert t9 _ Omers, and afterward, 
And fat ther we do &*cl: are, that we have prard Dr Tong 
"2A at a Pubitgue Tavieto ſeveral of or Netghbours, 
7:2t if any Perſon or Perſons would tarn to the 
Feman Religion, the fiid Dr Tonge would have them 
LU) Place, where the Perſons ſo Turn'd ſhould 
receive Fourteen ſhillings a Week, or Words to the 
[ine Papa; le , which, ors ſaid, would be Paid, with- 
our Lofs of Time, or Hindrance of Bus nefs. | 


= 
I 
ſ. 


4.5.26, Chriſtopher Kemble, 
; thy ; | f.mes Irton, 
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Chap. VT. (59) 

It was well enough Judg'd of Tong, that the 
Dread of Popery in Viſion, was the ready way to 
Introduce the eee © of a Poriſh Plot in Fa ; and 
that the 7reſage would Naturally Uſher-in the Im- 
poſture. He took his Text fil] out of 7: vernfe! id ; 
made 12 New Na#r!tive of an Ola One : - (27t- 3* Do 
into Articles; Got them Home Sworn ; ( which he 
calls making a Record of them ) and fo browhe his 
Own Prediftions to Paſs. That this was his Aim, Pro-- 
#feft, and Intent, no Mortal will. be able to Doubt, 
that takes «long witn him the Circumſtances, and 


the Manage of That Aﬀair. He had Ores all this 


while in his Eye, and at his E!bow, and Command : So 
that he was-his Tool, his Witneſs, and his Penſiner, All 
in One ; A Fellow that had neither Brains, Moy, 
Friczds, Credit, nor Conſcience ; but a Shanicle F Hard- 
nes of "Heart, and Forenead, to Qualify Aim for a 
Confudeiit to This Enxccravle, and Diabolical Secret. 

Tongs Offer of Fourteen Sulit v7 2 FVIeek to a; Jy 1A that 
ſhould tura Papiſt, was only a more Artifictal way of 
Fiſhiag for Witneſſes : For He that would £9 over, Or 
Pretend to go over, for Fourier Shillmos, would pro- 
bably come back anain tor For ang Twenty, This was 
the Courſe he took aticrward with Otes ; And fothe 
Project Advanc'd from Sten to Step, as Natu- 
rally as One Point of a Line runs into Another. 
*Tis True, that he CroſPd Shins a little with him- 
ſelf, in Firft Frighting People with the Fear of Popery, 
:nd T hen, playing the Part of 2 Popiſn Azent for the 
Promoting of it ; but he wanted Mderecnaries to Aſif 
him in his Deſizn, and This was his way of Angling, 

to Hook them In. Briefly, Tong's Heart was ſet upon 
a Plot, and for want of Invention to Make a New one, 
he Contents himſelf with the Counterfeit of an Old 
one. He ſets it afoot  Otes Kiſſes the Book port + : 
c lateral E vidences are Ferreted out ; and fo {ſoon as 


crc 
' 


, o Lb 


. "w $400 F 
wi "ee. et the i To 


-». - 
LI 


oy Þ 2 P-2.6"Y FB, ES 8. "EI 
: >. , - —_—_ *- 4 © 4 Se 


—_ 
$S. .&- om <> © - Ss 


- _ vin o 
"ot "a s $ $4 ds , - 
-_ 
—- = _ - » 


Neem 
CO 
a. Lo 
% ne «4 


p_ 


_ oa nz a 


« a ho. - 


1 * . : k * . % * & 
ws L.7 c 4 a ws - 
; f " o —_ : nn p Oy — 
+. 6 ; WI TRE. : I p : ——_ 
: k = _ > $, "EIS - : jo ” o_ 2 
- # 
9x 
LY b. o 


* 


<« <= = Gas - ® CY 
* - 


CI. AS ah <4 


Bd of "* wx» 5 a Y 
A 7a" a Ty tot ne ae —_— > 


I bs 4 
pos PI _ PRE Ts $” 
. «: 4% IR) - d 
_ 


* >*. IT % 
% YY A 4 %, = Mt *. << 
* ht _ PI - Ap + -— 

- 


Chap. VI. (90) 
ever the Brat wasin Condition to endure the Ajr. 
who but Tong to lay it at the Door of Sr Stephens 
Chappel, where he knew it would never want Fa- 
thers to Own it 3 And from That time it was Aadopred, 
in Common Fame, the Parliaments Plat ;, and.to fol- 
low the Argoy, 1t was put out to the Kingdom to 
ſee ir Nuvs'd, and Broxught-up at the Charge of the 
Publique. 

So fſnvu as ever Dr. Tong found that his 
Neighbours were not to be Caught with That 
Bait, he bethought himſelf of a Syrer Chard, 
yet nearer hand to Iruſt to; Meaning Tins Otes. 
But before I proceed to the Merits of the Cauſe, 
and to Conliider:how far Foyntly and Severally they 
were Both Concern'd in the Manage of That Intrigue, 
it will do well to enquire, Firſt, where Ores Was at 


That time ? And, 2ly, How Tong and He came to be 


Acquainted 3 


The Dr. in One of his Papers has Theſe 
Words [ 4; Otes ( ſays he) had Fred a Lodeing in 
the Barbican #ear Sr Richard Barker's Houſe, the 
more conveniently to Diſcourſe with the Dr about theis 
[Tommzr Purpf; Which {Eommon Purpoſe 7 
was no Other then an Agreement of Confederacy in 
the Common Cheat. 

| The Occaſion of their Firſt Ac- 
How Tong and quaintance was This. {| Sr Richard 
«1 ng A; Barker Preſented Oteses Father to « 
: Churcy in Haſtings. This brought Ti- 
LuS Otes to Sr Richards, ard There it was that Tong 
came firſt acquainted with him ;, and ſhew?d him ſeveral 
T reatiſes that be had fitted for the Preſs.J This I have 
under Tong's Own Hand in a Paper Entitled [| a Nar- 
rative Prefare." 


The 


Chap. VI. (91) 


The fame Paper fays likewiſe, that jn 1675. 
Sr R. B. took the Dr into his Houſe, where he Con-= 
iingd © till 217 Otes Beturned from Ss Omers, 
i July. 1679. ] 


And now we have Brouoht them together, it will 
d9 well to ſeea little what they D1:4 together, and 
how they Concerted their Matters from One Impo- 
ſture, tO Another, 

Fhe Preface above-mentioned 
ſays; that [| the Dr ſrewed ro Mr Tncr Practices 
Otes (then deflrous ef Emplayment) F&cuct« 
ſeveral Treatiles wn purſuance of the 
Ad vice be had taken with the Reverend Dr Beale, Cc. ] 
And he fays in Another Paper, That | is Royal 
Martyr, was, if not the Only, or Chief, yet not the 
Leaſt Incentive ro Otes'cs Adventure among the Jeſuits. 

He ſays again, [_ that the Jeſuits 
bad kept Otes ſo Cloſe during his Avode Tongs Plea for. 
in London, in Attendance on Their V*<5'<5 Perjury. 
Conſultations in the Months of April, 
nd May, that he by Providence only found Teſtimony of 
his being here, and did Watch, and Keep him ſo Strictly 
at the College i St Orgers "tl! June, 1678. Old Style, 
tat t:2Cy ticreon moſt C onfiaently Built their Lat cly Diſ- 
proved Ajcrtion, That he never ſtirr*d thence, 


Upon the Clauſe above, lies the ain Srref 
of the Cheat ; and itneeds to be very parti- 
cularly Exponunded. Orcs was hard: put to't to 
Prove himſclt in London, at the Conſult in April, and 
Alay, 1678. His Pretext for want of Wimneſſs, Was 3 
that [ he was Char?d tolye Cloſe, and keep Private,\ 
but he made a ſhift however to bring Four Perſons 
at his Tryal to ſpeak to That Point. Two of them 
Contraaitted a Third, and a 4th Swore to the Wrong 
Boe Tear. 


Chg. Pe 


Ls EO , . F, 


ad q 
= * —_— - . a» + _— wy | Ss, p -- . Y 
FR bam_ _ - w—_ ._ —— << D_— - 4s « M- 
as p . ” I, . ba " 
jb _ Lo 6" « . © 
oy «$: -#\. . x & + IE; __ 
\ bh ; ap » . _- s] s 
A - 2 eh We ' IE o BD... F . , _— 5 hs, <1 Ix 
yt a”; 1 . SR +. be GATE. on Wh 
1 = F = 5 - o * 


+ M%.4 44S. As. 


-» G— 

- 
0 
"© Za 


” 
5 ws / Roe 
T 


Chap. VI. (92) 

Year. See Otes'es Tryal, fol. 91. A PFerjury, in fine, 
was Prov'd againſt him upon the Oaths of Two a1d 
Twenty Witneſſes. fol. 879. And what docs Tong now, 
but Knowizgty, and Wickedly, upon this Pinch ; Cover, 
and Support a Perjry! He Imputes his want of 
Ewidence, to his Lying ſo Cloſe : ( Interring, that sf He 
could ſee 'No body, No body could ſee Him ) And Sug- 
geſts, that he was Here, in Apri!, or May, 1678. 
Went over to Sr Omers {oon after ; and then came 
back again, in Juze or July, as was {et forth in his 
Defence. Thus far, Toag on Otcs'es Behalf, though 
his Soul. and C onſcience Knew to the Contrary. 


The Pinch of the Queſtion 1s Briefly This, 
Was Otes in England, April. 24. as tie Swears he 
Was ? and did [org know Cc:rta;nly, whether 
he WW Here or No? Tis a ſtrange Thing, 
that Orcs ſhould go to Sir Richard Barkers, where 
Torg Loag'd; Be ſern there by ſome of his Servants, 
and Moreover Ask ef them for Torr, ( as they Swear 
all This at the Try.4) and Torg not fo much as 
Hear any thing all this while of Orcs'es being in 
© 202 OY Frigland, Nay, Tong 1s Poſurve ON 
© <-pun pea the Or ter hand, that he d1d Not 
Main Poir:. Return, till Je or Fuly ; according 

tO the Compnta ation of the Style. 
{ {ill Mr Otcs Periirin d from St Omers i TULLY. 
1678.7] {a ith the Narraizue Preface above-mentioned. 

And fo in Another Payer, Entitled, © Tongs 
+ Es Requeſt ] [ ihe Dr. (ſays he ) did Atually 
4 1 odliice '0 Lirht a Narrative Teſtimony of the Helliſh 
£ awy j 'f c Gencral Ma HIACTC, :n JUNE, 167d. [ 25tlo;e 

* Orcs Remind from St Omers. | 

| and he fors forth likewiſe in a Petition to the Houſe 
of Commons, th at [| « Freſentcd them with 4 Dilcovery 
fl rat Pop! 1 Mat; cre, 14 JUNE 1678 : [ Beto2e Mr 

Otes. 


Chap VT. Car) 
Otcs, or Any other Diſcoverer appeares.. \ And he 
has the ſame thing over and over 1n Divers Papers, 
with an Emphatical Note ſtill, that 1t was [_ Befoze 
Otes came over, in JUNE, or FULY. 16739. ] | 
Simpſon Tong fays, in Effect, the ſame Thung 1 
his Petition to hus Majeſty. 1. e. | Tour 
Petitioner doth Proteſt in the Preſence The Plot was a 
of Allmighty Goa, T hat it is very True, Ymamm. 
that the Plot was Contrived by m 
Father and Titus Otes, when he Returned the Second 
Time from beyord tie Seas, &e. ] And ſoin a Letter 
to Me of Jai. 5. 1681. | The Contrivance was Thus, 
That under the Pretence of a Pop1ſh Plot ( which my 
Father Firſ} Imagin'd was afoot, aad afterwards Otes, 
at his Second Return from veyond the Seas Swore to be 
True,&c.] And ſo in Another Zetter allo, [That Otes 
went Over Sea 4 Zecoiin Time, and Returned aboud 
June, 1678. ] | 
From hence it is Manifeſt tliat the Plot was a 
Contrivarce, A Pojilt: Plot the Tritext 5 Ores Swore 
to't at his =ceond fawn, wich was JUNE 1678, 
It had been i:is 7 ZIFD Return 14 he had come over 
In Ap:i1; for he zave no Evid-ace upon Oath, till 
SCpre [1s ver z Gt WINS. 
Theſ? are Frejs not to be Con- Ores only Tongs 
reſtea; But now to Regen a little Property. 
upon the Matter. Cres went abroad 
upon / wg Errang,, and bad Zong fl for his Corfi- 
dert, ms {020407 and B13 Friend. Can It be Thought 
now, ti:3t i (4 bid come back 1n April  Fluſh*d 
with 1ztei.mmc, big with a Diſcovery; and full 
Fietghied with tne Commodity he went over for ; 
3 3T Zove, I fay, ſhould hear no News of him *rill 
tie Larter End of Tune, or July; and the world hear 


4 


no News of the +19: ;1cither, ill the Latter End of 


NH; 435 £ Why Tong wes the very Soul of Otes'es- 
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Chap. VI. ( 94) 
Clay; The Other only His 1aſtrume; ent, His Fafor 3 
but it was Too that ſet him at Work, anJl Tong thar 
paid him his 11, 16s. Tons ſends him abroad to Diſ- 
cover a Plot ;; Nay and he tells him whar kind of Plot 
he Is to Diſcover too. Otes makes a Step over the 
I/ater ;, lays Iis Noſe to the Tram; Follows the 
Scent, and comes back again with a Duck ij bis 
Afoutlh ; bat without his 2ajrers Bleſſing, and Aſſi- 
france, the Silly Curr knows not what in the world to 
dowith it. In This Poſture, we muſt Imagine Ores 
to ſtand for a matter of Two Montns, Wagging his 
Tail, and Waitins with a Con#firacy betwixt his 
1 ecth, "till at Icngth the Dottor comes, and t2kes It 
of him, and fo Dreſſes it up into a Marrative; 
Otes Furniſhes Names, Dates, Places ;, Tong finds 
Aattcr to them ; Ranges fo many Particulars into {o 
many Treaſons, Diſleets the IWholc into fo many Ar- 
ticles  Otes Kiſles the Four Evangelſts upon em ; 
And This 1s the very Hiſtory of the Pretended Flor. 
Now Theſe Tufts, and Privacies duly Conlider'd, a 
man can very hard]y believe that Ores ſhould Go and 
Come ;, and be {Himſelf Preſent here at a Treaſonous 
Conſilr in April ; and Tong know nothing of it. 


it far'd, in ſine, with Theſe Two Sparks in 
the BuSneſs of the Plor, as it falls out many 
fimes in a Freakiſh Amour, There may Paſs 
Hard Words,perchance; Felouſt es, Diiputes, Humonrs of 
£01mg off aad on betwixt the Two Lovers,as the Maggot 
bites, and yet Both Parties at laſt, as true as Steel 16 the 
Common Cauſe. This wasthe Very Very Caſe of Our 
Two Worthies. The Plot had never been Thought-of, 
Found-out, Digeſted, Lick*d into Shape, Recommended, 
and brought npon the Stage, if it had not been for 
Tong. But though Tong, all this while, under Ha- 


bernfeld, was the Firſt Founder of it, and the Adai 
Agr 


' . . 


— — — 


Chap. VI. I] BY 
Agitator that gave it Life and Motion : Ores had the We 
Good Fortune yet, to run away with the Title of " 
the Saviour of the Nation, and with the Profit as well -oN 
13s the Reputation of the Diſcovery. In Little, From bee 
the Firſt Blowing of That Bubble in the Barbican, b 
to the Enthroning of Ores in Whitehall, Hand and Mi 
Glove were never Better together, then Theſe Tws b 

? 

< 


Brethren ;, and Otes Quietly Enjoy'd all the Trophies 
of his Atchievements ; the Bleſſings of the Commit- 
zees, and the Hoſannabs of the Mobile, without either 
Envy, or Oppoſition. Thus far in ſhort, it was Hony- of 
Moen betwixt them. Nothing too Great for Otes, \ 
in Togs Opinion; Nor any thing too Much for 
Tong, in Otes'es. But It was with Ores as with Many 
Men of Dignity that I have known in the World, 
that when they are once Moanted Themſelves, Forget 
T hoſe that Heawd them into the Sadale. 

To Purſue my Digreſſion yet a little fur- 
ther ; What with the Dread of Ores'es Commiſſion 
to Murder Tong , And the Frightfull Afault 
and Battery of Old Bully Whitbread, upon the Body 
of Titus Otes, for Ketraying the Plot to the King 3 
[ Accoraing to the Hunourable and Reverend Advice) (as 
Tong has it ) they took Santuary at the Houſe of One 
Lambert a Bell-Foxnder over the Water, where they 
ſtaid not long, betore they had Quarters Allotted 
*em at Whitehall; that they might with more Safery, 
and Convenience, lay their Heads together, and Con- 
ferr Notes. Exzreland Titus were thus far Simeon and 
Levi, *till there came a Bone of Diſſention, upon a 
Puntillo of Honour, to be Unluckily cat in he- 
twixt them. The Dr. it ſeems, had 
let fall ſome Words, as if He Him- Tong ſets-up for 
ſelf had been the Firſt Diſcoverer of fb Hrit Diſco 
the Plot; And was within a Trifle 
of Printing a Book too,with That yery Claim _— 
wle- 


Chap. VI. (96) | 
{itle-Page; but upon the Refuſal of an Imprimatuy, 
it Stopt there, and went no further. The Caſe came 
to a Squabble, and was very fairly decided in the 
Conncell- Lobby by Half a dozen of the Kings Witneſſes, 
where, upon a Full Hearing of Both Parties, it 
went for the Defendent. This bred Ill Bloud, and 
the Next News I heard, was, that Ores had ſhut Tong 
out of his Lodgings at IWhzrenall; and, as ?tis in the 


Proverb, When Thieves fail our, Honeſt men come by 


their Goods, Toig, upon This, fets up for the Firſt 
Diſcoverer, and molt Unhappily Shoots a Bolt, that, 
inſtead of Proving him ro be the Fir Diſcoverer, 
Proy'd him to be #19 Diſcovcrer ; and by leaving 
No Plot at all, left No Ground for any Diſcovery at all : 
inſomuch, that Tong*s Single Teſtimony did the Plot 
more Miſchief, then the whole Band of Sr Omers 
Witneſſes : For to make himſelf a Prior Evidence, he 
Overthrows Orecs.es Pretence of being here at the 
Conſult in April : For [_ This was ( ſays he) in Fune, 
or Fuly. 1678. Bel? Otes, or any Other Diſcoverer 
appear”d. ] Now if Otes was not here before June, 
the Nar; ative, and All that's Built upon't falls into 
a Thouſand Pieces ; For the Doctor has broken the 
Neck of OrePes Evidence, and Tript up the Heels of his 
Own Plot. both at once ; and the Babel of That Sham 
iS laid in the Duſt by the very Hard that Rai-'d it. 
A Short Word or Two now to 
Otes'es Contra» Torg*s Excuſe on Otes'es Bchalf for 
dietions, want of Witneſſes. | 41y Lora ( ſays 
Otes ) when I came to London, 1 was 
Order*d to keep very Cleſe. Irelands Tryal. fol. 36.7] 
But then in the Jeſuits Tryal he tells quite Another 
Story. [| When T came away from St Omers ( ſays he) 
I was to Attend the Motions of the Fathers at your Cham- 
ver ( ſpeaking to Whitebread ) where the Fathers were 


Reipeftively Mer. fol. 19. ]In purſuance of this Or- 
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der, he went from Place to Place, from Lodging 
to Lodging, 40 get it S:;on'd. He was at the White- 
Horſe-Tavern, and Particular Chambers, I know not 
how Many, and how Often. He ſaw Pickering and, 
Grove, ſeveral timcs Walking togcther in the Park 
with their Screw'd-Piſtols : And he. ſaw their Silver - 
Bullets in the Month of 27ay. Irelazds Tryal. p.23.24. 
He was up and down in Arundel-Buildings, and ſes 
yeral other Parts of the Town. He Swore he Din'd 
at Iſlington, &c. SO that he was Oblig'd, by the Fa- 
thers, it ſeems, to be both Publique, and Private. 
His very Part in this Trageay of a Farce, was only 
That of a Common /Acfenger, and a Thames-ſtreer 
Porter might have made the fame Pretence of lying 
Cloſe, that Otres did, -( firſt for Himſelf, and Tong 
afterwards for him )- wich as good a Grace. But the 
Dr does him the Good Office to throw a Cloak over 
the Suboraation, and call'd It [ A Teſtimony found by 
Providence, ] and fo to Cover the *Perjary, though 
with a Falſiry as Tranſparent as Chryf#al, Now there 
never was any thing Plainer, tien that Tong was all 
this while, as well a Party, and a Confederate to the 
Cheat in the Execution of it, as he was the Principal, 
in the Deſizn. He was Privy tot; and Approver of 
it; and an Advocate jor it; and not only in Th:s 
Particular ; but he went Smps with Ores, in the G:ilt 


of Every Walk, and Turn of the Impoſture ; and, for 


my Own Part, ( without the Grace of a Dijtinguiſhing 
Repentance ) 1 had een as live ſtand in Oreses coar, 
at the Day. of Judgment, as in Torgs. 

The Dr follows his Point, in his 
Narrative Preface betore-mention'd; Tong a Canfe- 
with this Addition to his Excuſe for 074 quite 
Otes. { They Warchd him fo Strictly Ven 
t St. Omers, he fays, that he hag. ao other hopes left bim 
of Eſcaping their Hands, then by Dece;ving rheir Male, 
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Chap. VI. (98) 
and Underteking to Poyſon,or otherwiſe deſtroy the Author 
of thoſe Bcoks;(The Jeſuits Morals,Cc. )nor did their Ine 
portant Malice ſuffer him to Return to his Native Country 
0 That Errand,rill they had Loaden bus Soul, Conſci- 
ence with an Oath to Poyſon, or Otherwiſe Deſtroy him, 
Sealed with their Abominable Sacrament of the Maſs. 
This Foppery would not be Worth one Stroke 
of a Pen upon'r, if i: were not that it has had the 
Honour to Fool, and almoſt to Rue Three Kingdoms. 
The Dr, methinks,when h:s Zea! was [n, upon Otes's 
[ Abominable Sacrament | (as he calls it) might 
have found Hell and Damnation on the Taking ſide, a5 
well as on the Giving : And it would have been ne- 
ver theWorſe,neither, if he had mingled a little Re- 
morſe of Tonltience,with the Colour of the Burder,to- 
ward the bringing of him Back: But it is noWonder 
for theFir/t Contriver, & Deſgner of the Abuſe,to po 
on to Countenance, and Support it ; and briefly, to do 
the Beft Service he could toward the Repuration, and 
Succefi, of his Own Projett. This was the Doctors Caſe 
thorough All the Mazes, and Windings of the /4- 
trige ; And I do not know any One Inſtance, e1- 
ther fo Wicked, ſo Grofs, or fo IVotoriouſly Falſe, that 
he docs not ſet-up to Undertake for, and to Defend. 
The Matter Briefly ſtands Thus : The Plot was a 
Sham : Tong the Founder, and I romctey of it. It was 
Aſcant for a Cheat ; It was Carry"d-on by Confederacy, 
Forgery, and Subornation ; and Tong ſtill a Voucher for 
every Conliderable Article of the Fil/any. There's 
enongh ſaid already in the Third Chapter, how 
Tong”s Heart was ſet upon a Popiſh Plot; How Zelons 
he was to Propagare the Fear, and the Belzef of it, and 
how [nduſtrions, if he could not Find a Plot, to AMake 
One. He could have no Thought of Gaining his 
Point, without Marrer to Work Upon ; Inſtruments 
to Work With, and ſome Proper Means of —_— 0 
OIC 


Chap. VI. (99) 
Thoſe Inſtruments over to ſerve his Purpoſe. The 
Matter, was the Traduttion of Habernfelds Relation : 
His Infrument was Otes, and the Supplying of OteFes 
Barking Neceſſities was a ſure way for the Engaging 
of ſo Profligate a Wretch. It was not for Nothing, 
that he ſhew'd Ores, his Royal Martyr, with the 
Draught of Habernfelds Story in't : Or that he gave 
him his Leſſor, and ſent him Beyond Sea upon't. 
[Ms Otes went from Barbican, (ſays Dr Tong in 2 
Paper of Feb.2.167*) in Purſuit of his Deſign to Diſcover 
the Jeſuits Plot, as Diſcourſed in Tongs Royal Martyr, 
Cc. | This Agrees, asto Time, &Place,with his Own 
Evidence in the Lord Staffords Tryal. fol. 25. 26. 
Dr Tong ſays in Another Paper ; that [| Otes Froe 
teſted unto him, that he went among the Jeſuit; to find 
whether thePlot DrTong Charged upon them in hisRoyal 
Martyr, were True, 4d went-on or Not. ] And then 
iays Tong Tong further, in a Letter under his Hand. 
{ My Father perſuaded Otes to get Acquainted among 
tre Papiſts, and told him there had veen many Plats 1 
England, to bring in Popery, and if he would go over 
among the Jeſuites, and Obſerve their Ways, it was Poſ- 
fible ut might be one now. ] Nay, it is Remarkable 
thorough the Tract of the whole Story, that Tong 
Values himfſelfat Every Turn npon his Good Othces 
toward the Diſcovery and the Credu of the Plot. He 
has It In his Papers at leaſt Thirteen times over, how 
it was Hs Royel /dartyr, that ſet the Wheel a going; 
And Hu Recommendation of Habernfelds Modell int, 
that ſent Ores abroad among the Jeſaurs, to ſee if he 
could Aarch it : And, Effeftually, his Proje# was not 
the Tracing of One Plot, but the Bulring, and Swearing 
of Awother , which is a Caſe ſo Clear, and fo Ind«- 
bitable, that it were but holding « Candle to the Sun, 
through ſo Manifeſt a Courſe and Practice, of Pct 
bereec, and Palpoble Frands, and Suborvations, to ſpend 
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Chap. VI. (100) 


Time, and Paper upon the Proving of ,it. For, moſt 
Certain It ts, that Ores never ſpake a Killing Word 
11 the Qrality of a Kings Eviacxce, ( that is to ſay, 
tilt he came at laſt to ju-:p for Fim/elf) but he 
had 7ozgs Beneaitt;on along with It. 

His Firſt Adventure was to Spar ; but the Cociery 
and Otcs could not Cotren; and.fo he came back 
again tothe Tnronrir, jullt as Wile as he went over. 
[27s Father, ( feys 19mg Jong again ) ferniſh'd 
Otes with ſome Alony, win then Pretended himſelf a 
Papit ard often frequented a Popiln Club, and was 
very great with 97 Berry, 4 Secular Frieft, and by his 
Ajjijtarice got over-Sea 50 the Jeſuits, and ſtaid there a 
while, and then retwrued, but my Father found he kaew 
Norbing of them, aud perfuaded lim to go again, He 
ai4 ſo, and | returned about JUNE 7558. ] Conti- 
uned amoig the Papifts here a little while, to Try what 
he could Get or Learn among f} them. 

The ſhort Sum cf the buSsneſs is This ; Orcs 
had Habernfeldas Ifatter to Work apon 5 a Commiſſion, 
and Inftruttions by a Side-V/ind, how to make the 
Beſt on!t. His Aanaze of it was according to the 
Hints and Dictate: 1% recciv'd from Tong ; and they 
Both, Atted with the [ame Common End, and Deſton, 
Tong had a Plor 11 Y:ſror, long before Otes Swore jt 
in his 'Narrazzve; ani he ſaw All the Aforions, and 
Effetts of it, in the very Beily .of the Firft Cauſes, 
What was the Tampering ot his Pariſh;vaers for ; 
His Parapiraſing upon the Old Project of Habern- 
feld? What was the Meanng of All his Searches, 
Sollicitations, Attendances, Narratives, Caſes, and Pe- 
ritions, by way of Anticipation ;. but: to ſerve as a 
Preparatory, toward the Fitring of a Plot to OteVes 
Mouth ? and the Adjuſting of a Preſent Invention to 10. 
many Jmagivary Articles of a Diſcavery that. was yet 
to Come ? Na), the 'very Snbornation,' and Perjuryy 
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that follow*d upon't, was little better then a 2.::-- 
gain ſtruck-up burwixr them. The Dr. tells vs jn kis 
Narrative-Preface, that Ores was { (ir: us cf Fm- 
plopmetit. j And in another Paper, of his Hiring a 
Lodging in the Barbican near ST Fichard Barkcrs 
Houſe, the more Conveniently to Converſe with the Dr, 
in their £9mmmen Purpole 5 which. <£ommon 4ur- 
poſe, is as Legible a ' ypucy for a Con/prracy, as the 
Wilyatchlag of Fezty Wight, 1n the Winaſor Letters : 
But in the Bareicsn they were it ſeems, and where- 
cver they were the Cnr went forward. 
ClVhcs 1 came from the Unruer ſity Ce 
"19 | ES ES >STArL 
( fays Toing Tong) inthe 2 wn 16577. 
1 foxnd Otes with my Fat: r, 1 4 
very Poor Condition, wro Cuniftaid, be Eng not 
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what to ds tv get !02-ed, who mint uwhucr the N.cme of 


Ambroſe. My Father t09k 1m Home, Aid JAVve 131174 


—_ 


Cloaths, Loiging, and Dy:r, ſaying that fo w:uly 


put him in a way. ] 


Now the Deſign of the Ore, and the Condition 
and Charatter of the Other, reaſonably Conſider'd : 
Never was there a Fitter Maſter for ſuch a 21, 
nor ever a Fitter Man for ſuch a aſter. A Fellow 
under Starving Neceſſities, and paſt the Senſe, of 
either Shame, or Conſcience: So that if the Dr. 1:ad 
Rak'd Hell for a Fattor, the Devil Himſelf could nat 
have Furniin'd him with-an Inſtrument that was 
more Made tor his Parpoſe. There was Swearing to 
be had for Bread, on the Oze fide, and Bread for 
Swearing, on the Orner : And a Cruſt, for a Falic 
Oath was as Arrant a Subornation, as a Falſe O:th for 


That Cruſt was a Perjury ; though to the Beſt of 


Tongs Ability, and Intereſt, /foney or Honeys Worti: 
was not Wanting neither ; as is made Appear alr «uy. 
The Ore did as good as Ak [| what Courſe be /\.o::1d 
take ro ger Bread, ] the Other [| takes bim to him, and 
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Promiſes f0 put h'm in & Way; 7 
He Swears for and what the Dr Meant, by putting 
Bread. him fn a Wiay, -will be ſeen by the 

Way he put him in. He Adviid him 
#0 go among the Jeſuits, and Obſerve if there were noi 
a 1!ot among them to bring in Popery:;, Adding. i | 
Words of Fis Son. : T El Spe i ” 
0-1 [ That if he could make ft our, fr 
Long Eyes him would be his Prefcrment for ever, 
ſends hi. But however if he could get their 
broad. Names, and. a little Acquaintance 
from the Papiſts, it would be an 
Eaſy matter to Stir:-up the People to Fear 
Popery. T Now ſays Toung Tone, in Another 
Letter. [ Their Main, and Prizcipal Deſign was, un- 
der the Preterice of a Popilh Plot, ro Dzſnherit his 
Royal Highneſs, and when they had brought an Odium 
por the Duke, Then. Propoſalls were made by Otes and 
my Father,&c. Their next Bus'nefs muſt be to Ingratiate 
Themſelves with ſeveral-— ( Eminent Men) which 
wes Ffecited, &c. ] 

So that here was Preſent Supply, and the Hopes 
of Preferment, on the One ſide. upon Condition of 
eithor Finding, or Forging a Popiſh Plot, on the Other. 
Otes took his Tutors Councill; Gets over among 
the Feſuits, and after a while comes hack again, as 
Arrmt a Noddy as he went. He made a little ſtay 
here, for the better Conning of his Inſtrultions, and 
was then perſuaded to go over again, by the Same 
Hand, and upon the Same' Commiſſion. His Second 
Ramble was to Sr Omers,where they grew quickly as 
Sick of him, as he had made them before at YVallado- 
(id. He went thither about Chriſtmas, 1677. And Re- 
terrwd, toward the Latter End of Tune following. 1678. 
Old Style. According to the Concurring Teſtimony of 
the Tve Tongs, ( Father and Son ) over and _— 


= 
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Two and Twenty Witneſſes more that gave Evigence at 
his Tryal. 

The Doctor and his Pupil were, 
by This Time, paſt all the Ceremo- All C-remony 
nies of Caution, Firm, and Scraple > Apart. 
and the Perfect Knowledge they had 
of one anothers Atinds, had Created fo Entire, and Mu- 
tal aConfidence,that from hence-forward rheir Hearts 
were as Open toone another, as their Faces ; and 
the Confederate Guilt of Perjury, and Murther, with 
the Varniſh of Reiig1on put upon it, was no longer & 
Secret berw1ixt them. 

After Otes's Return, 1n Fune,or July 

from Sr Omers, helay Lurching up Otes returns 
and down the Town : One while in from St Omers. 
Drury-Lane ;, Another while with 
Tong at the Flying- Horſe in Kings-Street Weſtminſter , 
Kick"d-off by the Jeſuits, and at his Wits End what 10 
do with himſelf, *till, in the Concluſion, he betook 
himſelf to his Old Coxncellor again in the Barbican ; 
and there they fell to the Hammering of their Firſt Pro- 
zett over again, The Doctor in one of his Diary-Pa- 
pers gives this Short Account of the Matter, 

[ About the Firſt of Auguſt, 1678. 
Mr Otes brought and read unto Dr Tongs Account 
Tons at his Chamber in the Barbj- of the Dlot. 
can, his Diſcovery of the Plot, Wre- | 
ten ina Hand wherewith the Dottor was not then Ac- 
quamtea, but refuſed to leave it, or to give a Copy of ut 
z0 the Dottor. ] Now ſays Toung Tong, [ My Father 
Advis'd Otes to write thePlot in Greek Letters, becauſe 
that None but Themſelves might be Privy to what was 
fone : The Copy which was in Greek Letters was burnt 
by Otes. When they came to Fox-Hall, My Kirkby was 
taken in for an Aſſiftant, after he had been Sworn to 
$ecrecy. } The Dr fays likewiſe to This Matter in 
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Ciiap. VI. 


Directions, both to  Abſcord | 


(104) 
a Paper Dated, Avg. 11. [ That Fr Otes put the Dif- 
covery of the Plot, which he had written i 43 Articles, 
under tre Wainſcoat, at the further end of Sr Richar d 
Barkers Gallery, 17 bi Houfe in the Barbican, near 
Dr Tongs C rtamber-Deoor, according to the Dr $ Di- 
TeE{1Ons, where the Dr rock them up; and chuſing for 
Privacy to Correſpond rather by Papers with an Unknown 
Ferſon, then Perjonaliy with Any man in the Plot, gave 
Mr Otes Direction to Write, os Canſe his Enformatj- 
ons to be Written in the Greek Cha- 
racter, rather then in his Own hand. 
which he could wot Vary, ror Hiae from 
betio Known ; aud g rave him Other 
[> I'crſon and Hand ; 
abich norith ftanding he Ol ſerved not : That Dr5Yon 7 
Copy'd the ſaid Articles forthwith, and ſought to Com- 
muicate them to his Majcjty. 

| Compare This again with a Paf- 
ſage in. The [mpartial State of the 
ca of the Earl of Danby, &C. |] 
concerning Orewfes Narrative, which 
Tong had Preſented to his Maieſty, 
and the Ring, had pur aftcrward into the Hands 
of his Lordſbip. Ic - "E2ves an Accennt of my Lords 
L.:tourſe with the Dr upon [his Subject, in Que- 
{tion and Anſ\ver. 


In the Greek 
Character. 


Tong referr'd 
by his Maj-ity 
to tie Earn uf 
Nanvy. 


Th te Eari ew 'a tne 7 1 cif TY tne 5M apd py hed 1 if 
Toſe were Trccy? which he ſaid they iVcore. 

£20. Wither they were Originals ? 

Anz. No. They were Coptes of His, the Drs 


Writing. 
cy Who was the __ and ab the Ort- 
al ! | 


gn He did not know be Auther, for that hs 
6: £/7a%; ( which be how: were 11 his Cuftody ) had 
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Chap. VI. ( 105) 


been Thruſt under the Door of his Chamber, but he did 
not know by Whom, only he did fancy it muſt be 
One that had ſome time before held Diſcourſe with 
him -tending to ſuch Matters. 

Mu. If be knew where to find That Alan ? 

Anſ. No. Put he had ſeen him lately Two or 
Three times 1n the Streets, and it was likely norto 
be Long before he ſhould. Meet him again. 


- Whatr is All This now, but The whate 5s 
Sham 'upoaz Sham ? T he Articles were ry aSham. © 
not yet brought to bear, and there- 
fore, the Plor did Better in Greek then in Enpl;ſh, 
*Ft11I, upon Further Thovghts, 1t might be Zicke o= 
wer, Correfted, and Amended : This Conjecture is 
very Expreisly ſeconded with a Paſſage of Tous 
Tongs in Another Letter, where he lays that [' rhtre 
were ſeveral Copies Written of Otes'es Narrative vecp 
Difierent the One from the Other. It 1S «2ain to be 
Noted, how Slyly Torg tells the Earl of Darby that 
[_ they were Thruſt under the Door, but by Whom be 
1d not know, nor where to find the Man: | When yet 
the Thing was Dore by His Advice ;, The Doer of it 
in Tong*s Company all this while ; and the ar as 
well known to Tong as ever One Man was to 
Another, 

[They went (afterward) to FOR- They 
Hall (ſays Young Tong) by my Fa- Hall. 


thers Advice, to the end they might be 


£0 to Hox- 


more Private, where Thoſe Papers that they Wrote at Sr . 


Richard Barkers, were pt into Form, and deliver d- 
;n to the Councel. Be 

{. After, They All Remov'd from Fox-Hall, and 
Wail'd up the Chamber-Door, having left Several Pa- 
pers behind ;, And my Father Underſtanding by Mr Lam- 
bert, that the Door was broken np by the Landlord, and 
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phe Papers like to be Seiz'd on, was much Troubled at it, 
ad ſent away the Rent that was Due, by his Man Ri- 
chard — | This Houſe where my Father and Otes 
Lodg'd, was called by the Neighbours, the Plot- Houſe 3 
&nd there Otes'es Narrative was Written, whereof ſc- 
wveral Copies were Written Difterent the One from the 
Other, and the Four Jeſuits Letters, wherein Otes pre- 
rended was the Whole Diſcovery,were Counterfeits.? 
The Four Letters heye Mentioned, 

The Windſor were the Four Letters that the At- 
Lettels. roray-General ſays in his State of the 
Evidence were All Encloſed in Ore Cover. But there 
was likewiſe a Fifch, Subſcribed IVich. Blunde!, &c. 
which Young Tong, it ſeems, had no Knowledge of. 
There are, in fine, ſo many Circumſtances of 
P::veable, and Open Fatt in Thu Carſe, that there!s 
7:5 room Imaginable for ſo much as the Pretence of 
2 Contradiction : Bur ſtill the Point at laſt of the 
Windſor Letters Clears the Proof of a ConiFiracy, if 
it were poſltble, even above All the reſt. I have the 
Or:gmals at This Preſent in my Hand, and there 1s 
the Paw of [org and Orcs fo manifeitly tp the very 
Writing of them; as if they had not thonght it 
worth the while to Di{ou;ſe the Cheat. It was an 
Imrofture, that their very Souls, Heads, Hearts, and 
Hinds were All at Work upon ; And the Forgery 
Uizeniatie, only Tong Himſelf was the AMaſter- 
Focus, Tf. mikes me ULinipk of a Story betwixt a 
Cuncellor and his Clyent, about an Anſwer toa Blll 
in Chancery. You muft needs come, and draw up your 
Axſwer, fays the Lawyer, we ſhall be under a Contempt 
el/e. Why draw it up then, quoth the Chent. Well ! 
ſays the Orher ; but what do 1 know what can 
Swear to? Never Trouble your Head for That ( ſays 
the Clyert again in a Banter) Leok You to the Law- 
yers Pat, 44 araw me up 4 Sufficient Am 
' _FRvy 
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Chap. VII. (107) 
feave it to Me to do the Part of a Gentleman, ang 
Swear to't when you have done. This Dialogue in Feſt 
was the very Caſe of Torg and Ores in Eareſt ; and 
what the Ore Dittated, the Other Swore to. 


CHAP. VII. 


By what means This Impoſture came 
tobe Promoted, and the Manner of 
doing it, 


This Phantome of a Plor, The DeJuttizn 
from Forry to Sevezty Two ; From ® fe Plor. 
Seventy Tivo, to Seventy Eight, From Habernfeld to 
Sr William Boſwel, and ſo to Arch-Biſhop Laad, to 
King Charles the Firſt ; To Prynnes Romes Maſter - 
piece ; To Tongs True Narrative ; From Valladolid, 
St Omers, the White Horſe in the Strand; The Con- 
ſult at the Savoy, "till we have at laſt Lodg'd it at 
Fox-Hall, where it lies ready for Projeftion. Tory 
fays that He and his Pupil went thither for Priva- 
cy. Otes Swears that it was for Sarvfnary ; and that 
they went Bork, in fear of their Zives from the Pro- 
vincial, and the Feſuirs. They had been Toſling, 
'Turning, and Contriving, a Long time before 
they could bring their Matters together 3; And now 
1t, begins to Work for Good and Ah, 

' | ', h | (r 
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Chap. VII. (108) 


ES Dr Toz9's Diary of Sep. 2. 1678. 
_ Tong's Diary of ſays that | Af Jones, and Fr Ores 
- 7500 eg © Came to Dr Tongg to: St Mary Ove- 

M—— ries after Sermon time, and fo All 
Three went by Water to Fox-Hall ; but Otes in a Boat 
by Himſelf, and following at a Diftance for fear of diſ- 
covery, which was the firſt time t'14t Otes was made 
known to My Kirkby. Upon This Occaſion, Otes was 
furm(id with Mony, a Sit and a Gown, with Other 
Neceſjaries. ] Tong hgving made the Way ſmooth be- 
fore-band, The Council-Afinutes agree likewiſe, 
that A1unday the Second of September, was the Firſt 
Day that ever Mr Kirkby {aw Otes, 

There 1s likewiſe in the Hand-Writing of Dr. 
Tonge, a Paper Entitled [| Mr (fbriſtopher Kirkbys En- 
formation; |] whicl 18 very nigh word for word the 
ſame with a Printed Paper of 1679. Entitled, [ 4 
Compleat, and Irue Narrative of the Alanner of the 
Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plot to his Majeſty, by Ay 
Chriſtoper Kirkby. The Abſtrat of it is This. 
| That : Auguſt 12.. 1678. About 
An Abitratt of Noon, Tong. ſhew?d Mr Kirkby 4 
cos ph Na: Narrative of thePopiſhConfederacy 

Af ;n Forty Three Articles. Tong En- 
joynd Myr Kirkby Privacy, and to tell no body of it but 
the Kino, which he Promis'd to do. Fe could not Speak 
mith bs 7Tajefty That Day, but th: Day following, he 
put 4 Parry into the Kings Hand in the Outward Gal> 
lery g01:'s into the Park. #5 Majejty Ask'd bim fome 
Queſtions, and ſo Appointed him to Attend *rill he came 
back ;, when Kirkby rold the Kine, that Pickering and 
Grove were ts ſhoot him, and Sir George Wakeman 
to Poyſon him ;, and that he had a friend at hand with 
Papers to make out ' the Particulars. Kirkby was ther 
Commanaed to bring his Friend in the Evening, tro At- 
tend his IMajefty,, And mthe Red Roam a Copy of the 
x | | |} - | | Narrative 
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Narrative was Dehiver'd ro bis Majeſty in the Doftors 
Hand, but with All Caution of Privacy Imaginable. His 
Majeſty told them that he would put the t apers mto a ſure 
Hand, and Order*d them to Attend the Earl of Danby, 
wrich they did the Next Day; finding his Lordſhip with 
the Papers in his Hand, who deſired 2r Kirkby to 
Witharaw while he Spake torhe Dr. Some Two or Three 
Days «ter, the Dr brought More Enformations, watch 
Atr Kirkby feaPd up, :ad Conveyd to the ſaid Earl. 
Aboart the 20th of Auguſt te Dr Proyos'd the ſeizing 
of Pickering, and Grove; ard onthe 23th, Pickering 
and Keines were to be ſhew'd, that they might know them 
again ;, and Grove ſhould have gone to Windſor, but 
he fell Sic's. On the 26th The Dr. Propos'd the Inter- 
cepting of Letters: and on the 31th. Enquiry was 
made 11 the Poſt-Othce avout ſuch Letters. 

Sep. 2. Otes came firſe ro Fox-Hall, ana Preſently 
there care out Further Diſcoveries. Sep. '4: Otes 
rold Kirkby that the Provincial had Beaten him for 
Teliiag T ales  Whercupon, Tong got Otes ro Swear 
his Narrative before Sir Edmund-bury Godfrey, 
Sep. 6. Tong Depoſing upon Oath, that it had been 
made known to the King. Scp. 5. Mr Kirkby went to 
Windſor, but the King took no Notice of him. On the 
Tth and Sth, he could not ſpeak with the Earl of 
Danby Mezther. ' Sep. gy. The King took no Norice of 
Kirkby again; All of them thinking it hard, that the 
Diſcovery was ſo much Negleed. Sep. 27. Tong was 
Order*d to Attend the Conncill ; but coming Late was 
 Order'd 109 Attend the Next Morning. In the Mean 
time wo iy to get Copies Sworn ; and on the 28th 
early . they got T wo Copies of the Firſt Depvſitions 
alſo. Sworn ; that they might Each of them have an 
Authentique Copy. Ar Kirkby and Tong went aſter 
This, to Whitehall, while Otes marr ro, Fox-Hall. 
The Conreell, -in fine, Order'd Tohg to bring Otes 
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Chap. VII. (110) 
thither, whereupon they Attended, and had Both their 
Lodgings Immediately Ajſign'd them in Whitehall. 
Thus far Mr Kirkbys Narrative, To which JT ſhall 
only add a Word or Two out of ' a Paper of Dr Tongs. 
Friday, Sep. 27. The Councel met abogt the Plot , 
end ſent for Dr Tong; but roſe before he Spake with 
them. Sir Robert Southwell Order*'d Dr Tong tg 
appear before his Majeſty ana the Copince! Next Mar- 
ning. ZAtr Otes Swore Two Copies before Sir E. B. 
Godtrey. 
pb” | Saturday 28, Dr Tong appear'd, 
Jong with "Ss yd referred himſelf to the Papers he 
Narrative hctore : | 
oh ent] bad Given, or Tranſmitted to his Ma- 
jefty. Being arſired to give the like 
Brief Account to tem, As he had aone tO his Majeſty, 
ke referred himſelf alſo therein to a Paper- Account, 
which be had formerly Tranſmitted ro his Majeſty, 
which was Read. The Dr was alſo afterwards defired 
to put the Papers bejore the Bora into AMeathod ;; To 
which le Anſw: red, that they we*e A Journal, and (r- 
dered, as he Received them, ot only by Dates, but 
by Marginal Numbers. ]J | 
After Towg and Oress taking Satiftuary in Whitehal, 
theſe Sparks could not fail of being Wellcon”d 
into the Next Houſe of Commons; for the very 
Countenance of giving them Credit thus far, was 
as Good as a Teſtzmomal for a Countenance of Re- 
putatics in Axnther Place And after the Authority 
of believing it ſo far in Jeff, it is not to be Won 
der*d that it ſhould Gain mnch a Greater Reputa- 
tion among the Common People in Eerzeſt. There 
was a Neft-Fgg of Old Standing, and that Every 


body- gave over almoſt for Addle, ?rill in the' End 
}t came to Diſcloſe, and by Degrees, to Feather, 
and Take Wing. There's One Note in This Place 
not to be Omitted, which 3s 3 that in ſeveral 
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Raggs of Scribled Papers of Dr Torgs that pre- 
rend to Matter of Fact; there are Divers Paſſages 
Manifeſtly Defac'd, and Alter*d ;, So that of One 
Thing they are made quite Azcther, which could 
never be by Applying the Tra to the Fact, but 
by Accommodating the Story to the Impoſture. 


—_— 
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CHAP. VII. 


By what Means the Author of This 
Little Hijiory CAme by the Papers 


herein mentioned. 


| Was Charg'd in Ofteber, 1680. phe, om 
for Tampering with Torg ro © | 

Invalidate Ores'es Evan and up- ba ah hate 
on T wo Full Hearings before his Majeſty and-Coun- 
cell, I was twice Acquitted by tne Unanimous Judg- 
ment of the Whole Bord. In December. 1681. there 
came a Perſon to metrom Towng Tong, who was at. 
That Time a Pris'ner in the K7gs-Bench, with an 
Aſſurance that he was very -much Troubled in Cor- 
ſcience for a Falſe Oath about the Bus?neſs of his Fa- 
cher, and of my {elf ; Shewing me likewiſe a Paper 
to That purpoſe under his Hand, and defiring me 
Forgiveneſs forthe Injury he had dogeme : Where- 
ypan I wrate to him as fallows. 


Sir, 
You will wonder at This Tetter per- L'Efranges Firſt 
Þaps, from 4 Pexſon bat has neither Letter to Young 


Mirettly nor Indireftly had any thing "Ss 
| . 


Chap. VIIT. (in22) 
ta do with you, either by Word, Writing, or AMeſſave, 
fwice October Laſt was Twelvemonth ; when, p01 
your Enformatin I was Queſtion'd, and Wrong fully Ac- 
Eid, in many Particulars before the King and Councell, 
. I look upen it as my Duty to Forg1ve you ; and at 
Flits Good Time to tell you ſo, and I have the Charit yro 
kel;eve, if it bad come into your Thoughts, you would 
have found it your Part to have Deſired it, &c. 
Decenber. 27. 1681. 

In Return to This of mine, I receiv'd an An- 
{wer with the Copy of a Petition to his Majeſty, 
Encloſed in manner as follows. 


' Ever Honoured Sir, 
Tongs Anfivcr. I humbly thank you for your Charj- 
ty, in forgiving the Wrong [ did you in 
October was Twelvemonth; Ard F Aſure you it 
hath been © Great Trouble to me ,, and if I could have 
hoped for Pardon, I ſhould have begg'd it of you long 
fiace, but I am (onfident if you had known, how I was 
Usd, by my Unkle Firſt, and afterward by College, and 
Otes, t9 Force me to Accuſe you Falily, yow world 
fooner have Pity d my Weakneſs, and Forgiven me, what 
F have done againſt you : But This Generous Charity 
mhich you have now ſhewed in giving me the Pardon which 
I durſt not Ask for, hath Encouraged me to Intreat you to 
Fntercede with his Majeſty to Grant me his Gracious Par | 
don for the Great Offences which I have Committed a- "WF: 
gainſt him ;, and that he would be pleaſed to let me be | 
brought to my Tryal, and have the Peruſal of my Fathers 


Papers, to help to make my DNetence z And I hope to make | 
#:1t the Truth, to the Satisfattion of All- Honeſt Mer, 
and Diſcharge the Conſcience of, , 
Honoured Sir, puke pO t 

f, Your veryeft Commandable Servant, 
Simpſon Tonge. 4 


[1] 
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To his Moſt Excciient {ajeſty, 


'The Humble Petition of Spjor T one, Priſoner 
in the Aings-Benti, 


 Sheweth, 


Hat after your Petitioner had Declared the 7 7 o 
2 Ie your Majeſty concerning 1he Contrivance of 1: 
Father and Mr Titus Otes, your P:titioner as 72 
great want of Neceſſarie:, bis Uncle, Captain Tonge, 
having fcrt for him was conpellid pl g9 to him for 
Relief : 5 4a: a C aptain Tong, —_ Your Petitioner DT; HAR, 
and tnen Threaten'd and Forced him to deny the Tr uti 
and to Sign a Paper, which 112 ſaid Captain Tonze 
had Written, your Petitioner nor knowing what he did, 
and afterwards when your Puritioner was Conn iteed 
t9 Newegate, Colledge came io him, and by Threats 
and Promiſes forced your: Petitioner ty de eny the Truth, 
for the which Your Fenner lath veen ever {ce 
under grea? Trouble of 27: 4 jor Mis great Wickec- 
neſs and Coward to deny the 1 7Kt0 : out your Pai- 
tiouer doth proreſt 1 tn the preſence of Almi ighry God, that 
tt 15 very true that the Plot was Contrivedby my Fa- 
ther and Titus Otes, whin he recwncd the Second 
time beyond the Seas, my F, ner and be writ m1 of 
t our of Houſchfe, [Queen Elizabeth, ans owt of toe 
Book writ by Hooper or Hocker tyat riame from: 
Rome, and*ſwore againſt Campian ana the Or 
Jeſuits 3 4s will appear both by the ſaid Boot and 
my Fathers ob » if your Majeſty pleaſe 12 « 21 TICK, C44 
to be Searched into : They firſt Writ at Sir Ft 
Barkers, where the Plot was Written by Otes i-r OE 
Letters, and afterwaras went to FOx-Hally, 
of thc Feſuits Luaters is in my Fathers Hand, 

I | IWhe, LT 
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1: Wherefore your Petitioner doth moſt FHumbly Pray, 
(8F | # Le/ecch your Szcred Majeſty, to pity the ſad Con- 
(994 %.. Of your Fct;rioner, and t9 paranm oh great Crime 
1770 from TC Truth ; and to let kim be brought 
Tya', 41a to have his Fathers Papers deliver'd 
wm. {i Defence 5, and your Petitioner hopes 
"2 4, hath Written fo clear, that your Ma- 
«115k him more fit for your Pitty then your 

, and ſorgive the great Wickedaeſs of your Pe- 

*, jor te winch he 1s truly Penitent, awd will 

«r perih here #2 Priſon, then ever be Guilty of the 
xe, 4s he hat ſoewed to thoſe that have vecn with 
417, fincc ..s rrewr Poverty, to pervert hn further 
j10m the Truth; but your Petitioner would not. There- 
jore your Petitioner ati moſt Himbly befeech your 
Majeſty to pitty the St ard AMiſerabic Condition of 
your Petitioner, £16 1708 ro let him the bore aid ſtarve 

for want of Cloth ana Bread. 


Ana your Teaitionr Þ as in Duty bound] 


5:mpion Tonge. 


Terg regers himfelf in the Foregoing Letter and 
Petition, to Certain Papers that he would make ule 


of fr his Pierce : non which Point he Exponnds 
himiclf in a Lettcr of Jan. 2. ji theic Words. 


Int's, mich my Father lefr, were taken 2! 

_ Colleges Houſe, and my- Uncle ſent 

2c If Hill 10 me in tve Kings-Bench, and brought 
er7 win it t Srrancer to me with a Paper to Aam:- 
wile ba gry Bohrill and 1 Sion'd it, and under Pre- 


HI} 
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tence of Adminiſtring for me, hath ſeized on the reſt 
of my Fathers Papers. ] 


This ſame #1!! was a French Man, and his Name 
De Mont, and a Peſtilent Enemy to the Late King, 
and his Government. 

Tongs Faumbling in his Petition, at the Names of 
Books he has forgor, is a litt!e better Expounded in 
a Letter to me of Jar. 5. 168:. | My Father ( ſays 
he) «s'dto take Notes out of a Great Buok, a Supplement 
after Hollingſhead lefr off, and writ, as F have heard 
him ſay, by one How, or Howes ; and Other little 
Books written by Hocker, vr Hopper, that was 11:C 
Witneſs, and Profecuted the Jeſuits, Cc. 


Now to the Credit of theſe Papers, My Cor- 
reſpondence with Tourg Tong began December 27. 
I6SI. and Brake off upon the 11th of Jazrary 
following. T Publifyd his Letters in Print, ſoon af- 
ter the Receiving of them, and with a Provocatior 
to any man that would take up Oreres Quarrel, and 
call Simpſon Tong to an Account for making the Plot 
to be only a Cheat : and Dr. Tong, and Titus Otes, 
a Brace of Cony-Catchins Tmpoſtors. This Villany 
was Expos'd Barcfac'd, over and over ; People 
Invited, nay Preſs'd, and Challeng'd, to undertake 
the Vindication of them ; even at a time when the 
Authority of the Plot was yet Rampant ;, and when 
it was made Lef Criminal, and Dangerous to Con- 
Spire againſt the King, then to Disbeleve Otes. This 
was Certainly the moſt Deſperate Evidence that 
ever was ſet afoot againſt the Sham of That Pre- 
. tended Confjiracy, till the Final Deciſion of the 
Main Cauſe that follow'd ſome years after, at the 
Kings-Bench-RBar, Weſtminſter, on the 8th and gth 
Days of ay, 1685. The Faction was at That 

B |! I 2 r. - ns 
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Time Fleſl?d 1 ia Bloud, Bold, Violent, and Succeſs full; 
and yet not ſo much as One Month to Open in 
tavour of the Fargeny; ; or to call Torec to an Ac- 
count for Kidicaling the YVeracity cf the Kings Wit- 
neſes, or Aﬀronting the Repatatrve Honour and Wiſ- 
dom of the Natior. I ſhould have Scrupled the Uſe 
of Young Tongs « Teſtimony, after the Scandal of his 
Saying ind © Uiſ, 9 ng, and his going Off a:d On at 
the Rate that ke did ; 1f it were not That I find 
his Enformations ſtrengthen*d, and Supported by 
other Concar7ri:z7 Evidences ;, and by the very Tenour 
of the Hiſtory of That Seaſon ; and if it were not 
likewiſe, that Notwithſtanding the Blaſted Infamy 
of his Chara{tcr, and that his Creait was then at 
Loweſt, they were Glad yet to make Fair Weather 
with him, without putting him to the Srref of 
Proving his Ernformations 5 Which at That time pro- 
bably might have been made out by Other Hands. 
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It may be made a Queſtion per- 
How the Author chance, in the Next piace, What 
came by Tonzg's \yarrant L haveor the Vouching 
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þ Papers. Art) | 

» F of Theſe Papers of Old Tong's to be 
{ Arthemigque , ciher as Origznals, or as True Copies ? 
by | To wihitnl can only fav, that there was 2 Trunk 


of DD; I wigs Parpurs Ser! "4 at Colleges, which was 
brongnt Lo Me, a | on 5 Time atter the Taking of 
them, to bc Ofc”, ind Exanmd, and fo they 
were, and .2::c/ted 1n the Preſence of ſeveral Juſti- 
ces of the Peace, and Other Gentlemen. "Theſe 
were the Papers that Simſon Tonge ſays were Taken 
at Colleges ( where the Dr Dyd : ) And it appears 
from the very Quality of Theſe Papers that there 
were others of Greater Conſequence Convey*d away ; 
which Confirms what Smpſon Tong ſays further, a- 
Þour the una and the Ce: aveying away. of 
the 
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the Other W7iting. The much Greater Part of the Fa- 
pers in the Trunk, were Whimſyes of Project, Calcu- 
[ations about Anti-Chr it, and the Number of tne 
Beaſt , Snaps of Chimiſtry, Political Speculations, 
Rough Draughts of Ca/ es, Fetit;ons, and Aldreſſes, Go. 
_veral Copies of a Sort : "Kut amon Z 5 Others, there 
were Abundance of Dirty Frazments of Paper, with 
a Confuſ:o1 of Minutes, and Memorials {UNPn them 
of 7imes, Dates, Places, and Perfons, and Particularly, 
ſeveral Paſſages according to thoſe Circumſtances, 
that I find in the A Narrative, Winch Manifelſtly 
ſhews that they were rater Matters Concerted to- 
ward the 1al;:7 of a Narrative, and the Adjuſting 
of Articles that might hang rogerher, then any Re= 
port of Otes'es upon i the Point of Narr ation, and Fatt. 
In One Word ; Theſe Broken Snaps of Writing 
were undoubtedly Fgotten, or Not Heeded rather, 
then laid up in this Trunk and a man might cali 
ly gather from what was Left, that there had been 
a Cull made out of them Before : For there was e- 
nough remaining (as I have faid alrzady) to give 
Light to the Subject, and Deſign cf Thoſe that were 
either Remov'd,or Deftr 0y'd: but the Dofors Hand 
IS as Diſtingniſhable from any Other Coarafter, that 
| ever law; as ever One vans Face was from Ano= 
tners. One of t:5e Te its Letters of YS Toe in his Pe 
tition ) 15 in my Fathers Hand : 5 And any man thac 
has a mind to Compare That Jeluits Litter with the 
Other Papers of the Dctor's, that I have Cited itn 
Theſe Remarques, will 29 longer beable to Doubt 
that they were Both Written by rbe Same Hand. And 
This I ſuppoſe, may paſs for a very Reaſonable 
Account, both of my having Theſe Papers in my 
Poſſeſſion, and of the Credy of them. 


2 COMA P. 


_ FOR —_— 
- , p : - —— — = 
i a EE E-6 WERE — - - 
mw 
—_—_— > Ap 
* 


——_————— FR ED , 


<* +- —_— 


LE IT. IE. RED Li Wbodermatn: 


(118) 


4a. 
TC OAIGS 2. 4 At. a ei rn - — — — — 


CIHAF. IX. 


The Deſign of Tong's Plot was 
upon the Duke of NY ork. 


Lye He Main, and Principal Deſign, ( ſays Young 

TFT Tong in one of his Letters ) was to Diſmberit 
Fiis Royal Highneſs. ] Popery was the Colour ; The 
Duke of York was brought in Confequently as the 
Head of the Roman Catholiques > The Queen not 
Spar'd; and the Late King Himſelf more then Innuen- 
ao'd into the Consfiracy, Plain-Deaiing Otes gives his 
Late Majeſty a Texch on't in the Preface to his Nar- 
rative: Andifirt be Trxe( as It comes from a very 
Good Hand, and | believe it ) when Bedloe was 
Prefs'd to fay Whom he ſaw avout the Murder'd Body 
of Sr Edmudbury Godſrey, he did Heroically Declare, 
that he would not A'.me the Man ; Nay, and 
though he was Adjr'd todo it by an Eminent Pa- 
fron of the Cau/e that 18 now In tne Grave, His An- 
ſwer was Short, 2nd Reſolute, that there was He, and 
He, and a Tall % lack Pan, but »e would go no Figr- 
ther. So that the King, and the whole Royal Family 
were brought into the Toyle, as well as His Royal 
Fiighneſ: For Excluding tor Popery, Involves Depoſmmg; 
and Monarchy it ſelf was to Fall too, with his 2Maje- 
fty: Witneſs the Aſſociation, that was render*d [#- 
arkbl from the Excluſion, and Carry'd in the Pro- 


je of it, the very Lines, and Method of a Comon- 


Wealth. Simpſon Tong follows the Blow at His Royal 
Highneſs, ( with ſome Particular Names, which, _ 
03 
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of Decency,and Rejpcit, 1 ſhall forycar) making Men- 
tion of the Lord Shaft5hury, Fc. by whem the Mat- 
ter was Publiquely, and 1n Truth, Carry -on : But 
it was no Great Wonder, wien a Company of Fools 
had put ſo many Sams together, and given them 
the Countenance of a Dz/covcry, or a Narrative, fo: 
a Pack of Crafty Blades to Veriijh it over afterwar:12 
and to put Popular Gloſſes upon ir. 

As to Tongs Averſion to the Duke 
of York, with a Regard both to his Tong's av-- 
Title, and Keligjon , the Vein ofit = Shocks 
runs quite thorough All his Papers *** 
where-ever he can but bring in That Subjct, vious), 
by Head and Shoulders; particularly in the js - 
neſs of 247 Coleman, and in the Cheat of the Fic 
Windſor Letters, where he lays the Blaſting of That 
Diſcovery at the Door of his Then Royal Highnef, 
by Poſleſſing his Majeſty 2vainſt the Lelicf of Be- 
dingfields Laters,and over-ruling the Credit of them, 
whereas 1t 1s made Suijiciently Notorious already, 
that when the Fa#j1z afterward were Audzaci- 
ous, and Powerfuil encngh to 7? refs, and to Procure 
his Baniſhment ;, to Attempt his Excluſion, Impeach - 
ment , nay the making a Traytor of hum ; they had 


nor yet either the Face, or the Hcxrt to venture fo. 


much as One Sylladle, of All Tizz& Letters into E- 
vidence, But One Inſtance ſhall ſerve for All. 

In Tong's Feſuits AJaſſins, (being the Enformation 
of One Green a Weaver, drawn up, and made Parli;i- 
ament-Proof, by Dr Tong) he brings in a Diſcourſe 
betwixt One Mr Foyer, and Green a Weaver, con- 


cerning the Titles of the Duke of York, and © Uuke 
of Mannonth. | 


Tx” 


yoke 
Ya 
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i {Ore Þc F4. Diff cremce 4 Iiays 
Tongs Malice Grit ) vitreen the Ditke of York, 
to The Duke of 2;d the Diike of Monmouth, and tre 
York, | | pL ps - | 
| Parliament do ad Settle u ;, 1 believe 
that All the Protelants in En land will vertiure thefy 
Bioud , before the Duke of Monmouth ſhall loſe his 
Birthrizhi, .,d4 We le the Liberty of Our Reli- 
-; SION 7f9, 

By. And Ve wiil Venture All our Lives and 
Fortu.ics on tie Eel.Qlt of the Duke of Torr, and 
for toe [ntercit of ir Ren. 

Green, What ca Twi do? for You be Nothing 
to Vs. 

Byyw. Do not you Think ſo; for although we 
are but "1 hin here. yct there be Many in Other Pla- 
ces, and Powerftull Perfons too. | will raite a Com- 
pany, Ce. | ata now gotten into the Acquaintance 
of thei, by whole Alliftance I can get a Commultt- 
on from the Duke of 30+ k as well as Another. fol. 2.7] 
And now comes 7s with a Politique Nota Be- 
7e upon't. 


N. B. This agrces well wity Z1r Jenitons Kelation of 
14 | mild Hit 0, 4h RE ae be 
a Commiſſion promuſed Him, &c. nd here it may be 
Noted by what Fulje, Sly, ard Permcious Suggeſtions, 
and Inſtinuations, tie Tetuits Sow the Seeds of Seaition, 
and Rebellion inthe Aud of Simple, aud Well Meaning 
Perſons of All Degrces, #5 bore inthe Preſent Caſe ; pre- 
tcd1ne and Ranſtiis Falic Titles t9 the Crown, and 
thercby Dividing the Loyal Subjects thereof, ito Bloudy 
Fends, and Reſolitions. ] Þ his Pretended [Dilcourſe 
_ Paſs'd in 1675. So that Tongs Plot was much before 
hisD zſcovery. 


CHAP. 


WHAP, XxX 


Tong {i1. inag 'd the whole Affair of 


'the Pl: t, from One End to the Other. 


E are now come to the Lif Chapter of 
VV 'Inis Little Piece of Hiltory. We have 
ſen the Stare of the Original Canſe; and That 
State, Reported: We have taken a Specimen of 
ſome Proceedings upon it - Enquir'd into the 
Riſe, and Creation of it ; and find it at Length to 
be only One C nnverſerr Drav: 1 irom ArorheRg, and 
Deſion'd tor @ Cheat, from tlic Beginning. We have 
ſhew'd likewiſe how it came to b: Entertain d, and 
to Thrive in the World. We have given an Ho- 
neſt Account of the ſeveral Fuidencts and the Papers 
alſo, that are here made uſe cf toward the Proof 
of This Matter. It appcars turther, that Tong's 
Pretended Plot ſtruck at the ry Root 'of This /m- 
perial Aonarchy. Thus tar we nave gone Already ; 
and it remains now, cnly in Ore Settion more, tO 
ſer forth, that the Fo:mder of This Impoſture was 
the Chief Manager tO; and that all this Furly- 
Burly has becn, in a Great Meaſure, the Work of 
One Weak Man; A Simple, Pi fionary Bigor, and a 
very Dreamer of Drcams, according to the Lerter. 
But when People are {o Blinded with Paſſion on 
the One fide, as not to Difcern the moſt Palpable 
Folly, and Wickeanef, on the Cher, what will not 
an Obſtinate Enthuſiaſm be able 20 bring abour, 
when tis not only S»pporred by a Prevalent Faltion, 

Ty! 


- 
1-4 4 
4 "; head: g 


ET 


« = G——_ a —_ 
"UERENI ERNEDWepon gy pn won wn. OO 9 


- —_—— -— —oO—— A 
» RE - 
& 


--<x k 
as —— —  - — — - 
_ 
_— " 
P - 
% id 


ms A * —_— - 
Rn oo on va oor y——o——mmmagm owner 
EY CBE=rommner —o"S0h 2 > gn 


_ 


— LEES 
- 


Ts = = 
Rs —_— — 
. - 


o 
TOY - 


05 _ + — 
> wu —_ n—_ w—_ | _ 


* 


Chap.X. (1 12) 


in favonrr of it, but Prejudice, and 17:orance, to 
Work upor, over ard above ! 
tis a Long Time now, that 

Ot25 was on!y { itus Orcs has Had, Held, and En- 
Long 100k | of, All the Advantages of an 
DOndisp; ated Title tothe $18 UWiſro- 

bery »f the Pivr. He has Eat, Drunk, Slept, Sworn, 
Bla: bir Hz "Ul, biel and (W ith Pa! don of the Mo- 
oft Reader ) Brgger'd upon the Creazt of it ; and 
in Deſpite of Heil, and Infamy, All this Notwith- 
ftanding, he has ſtill Upheld the Dignity of his 
Claim, and the Knee, has been Bow'd to him, from 
Aldo ate to Weſtminſter, as to | the Saviour of the 
Nation : | Nay, he Continxes Bleiling God, to this 
very Day, and Hour, under the Diſcipline of 
the Common Hang-7Aan; and all his Anunal Pro- 


Ceſſions, Totics Overies, from the Jayle to the Gal- 


I,9ws, are but Reckon'd upon as the Bearing of his 
Teſtimony for Righteouſneſ ſake. But now to Sadale 
the Right Horſe, and to give the Devil Himſclf his 
Duc :, 25 to all theſe Titles, Triumphs, Pomps, Plea- 


ſures and Solemries, I look nPon Dr. Tong, that 


has paſs'd tor no more then a Property all this 
while, to have had Incomparably the Fairer 
Equity of the Imo: For it was Tong made the 
Aaſtque all uns while, and Ores only Drew the 
Beliyws : Bur weare not here to Diſpute the He- 
raldiry of That Aﬀair. Iam only for doing Ju- 
fice to the Memory of Men Famous in their Gene- 
7:47 110125, and of Men that Contended too for a Pre- 


fererce 1n This Matter ; for there is an Ambition 


even among the Damned Themſelves, who ſhall be 
che Firſt & evil in Hell. "The [| FIRST DISCO- 
VERER ] Sounds as Big in their Tzggling, Wit- 
neſſing Way, as [ the girſt Man that mers A 
Breach ] docs, in a Military way of Honour : _ 

Ti}6 
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the Ore takes it as 1, not to ſtand Foremoſt in 
the Scandal, as the Orher to find himſelf Poſt- 
Por?d in the Record and Glory of the Aion. So 
that, without Derogating from the One, or Aſcri- 
bing more to the Other, then in Strictneſs of Truth, 


and Juſtice belongs to him ; My Bus'neſs 1s only to © 


Redtify the Memorials of This Hiſtory, and to ſet 
Tong Right, with the Next Age, upon the Subject 
Matter of This Comperition, which is a Good Office 
that no body ever yet Ventur'd upon bur my ſelf; 
And if a man might Apply the Caſe of Samland Da- 
via, to That of Our Two Wortnes, it ſnould be that 
[ OTES has Slain his Thouſands, and TONG, his 
Ten Cjouſands :] And ſo Ple on to my Matter as 
faſt as ever I can. 


To ſee what Part Dr Tozo had The whole Ma- 
in the Government of T his Sham: ;, or ——_ of it was 
rather, that he was ( like the Soul) Sh ati 
in the Whole, and in Every Part of it ; we muſt be- 
ginas far Upward of Seventy Two, as He look®d be- 
yond ir, to the Story of Habernfeld : At which time 
he was Calculating, how he might make the Narra- 
tive of 1640. do the ſame Trick over again,in Time 
to Come. [ 1t will be an Eaſy Matter (ſays he) to ſtir 
zp the People to Fear Popery :] and therefore, upon 
the Advice of his Reverend Friend Dr Beale, he put 
himſelf upon the Writing of Pamphlers [ Yearly, and 
| Quarterly, if Poſſible, ] ( as he ſays) ro Alarum the 

People ; ] as the Jeſuits Morals, the Royal-Martyr,&c. 
To the Latter of which, he Aſcribes the Providence, 
in a manner, of the Whole Diſcovery. He fell in 
League afterward, with De 1a Marche, a French 2- 
niſter ; Edward Price, a Sadler ;, Green, a Weaver, &c. 
and wrote Petitions, Caſes, Audreſſes, Enformations, 
and Narratives, for them, Ores, all this while, was 

| ; his 
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Famnliar, and jor aoroad ( according to the Plez- 
ſlant Character of Sr 1 'y Wottons Publique Mini- 
fter, to Lye (with Revercnce be it ſpoken) for the 
Service of hs Maftes.) And in the mean time, who 
but the Dr to Furnifh him with Aear, ory, and 
Cloaths, for the Diſcharge of his Commiſion ! If 
there was Any thing upon the Common Subject of 
the Plot, to be Preſented to the Pubiizxe , who but 
Tong to Scttle the Sraygnrd of it; and to ſee that All 
Articles, and Accuſations, Tould be Staturable Wight 
and Zaſure: Nay he was fo well known in his 
way, that F01xs came as Naturally to H;m for Culla- 
teral Eviderces tO bolp ont a Blandering Wincſ at 
a Dead Lijr,as a Conk-lFench Carrics her Broken Braff 
to the man Ter Crics, {Z.1ve ye any ork for a Tinker 
to Merida © 

3ut to Conictoiny Fext now, x% t9 Stick to*tzand 
to ſave as inicu Tim! wc, & Paper as is Pollible 
within the Compals of my Bus'neſs. The Point to 
be Clear'd in 1i!s Cnapter, 1s, (according, to the 
Argunient in the Head ont) that [ Tong: Manag*d 
the Whole Afﬀair of the Plot from One End to the 
Other ] This is the very Truth of the Thing, and 
that it was Hs Fr.gine, Labour, Zeal, Induſtry, and 
Prowefs, that has given Life, Countenance, and Ao- 
tton, to This Hiultrious Aaverntrare ; though by the 
Intquity cf rhe fc, and by the Aſſiſtance ( as the 
Dr has it } of Noble, and Reverend Friends, Otes has 
wade a ſhift ro run away with the Reputation of the 
Unaritatiny, There will need Little more to make 
This Ev ideiurt beyond All Doubt, or Contradidti- 
on, then to Gather into One ſhott Summary, the 
Scattc;'d Minutes of what we have already 
Touchd upon in Theſe. Papers ; and ſo to 
Carry the Train from Firſt to Laff thorough 
ihe Whole Cauſe, and in Order. SP | 

He 


—= 
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He Began with Havernfelds I It ; 

he fancy'd Another of the Same A Bricf D-dutti- 
under the Color of That Plot”s go- pokes Longs 
ing on Srill, He took a Copy of it in : 

his Royal Martyr,for aPreſident : He ſhew*d it to Dres 
to Conſider of. In One Word, He Wiſh*d for a Plot; 
He did all he could to make People Belzeve there was 
a Plot ; He Deſion'd a Plot ; He Fram'd and put to- 
vether the Heads of aPlut : : And :n fine, He Contribu- 
ted with Purſe,and Comncel, Heart, Han, and Good 
Will.towara the Execrtion of It.It was y El;s means 
that Otes was ZMaiiit.sin 'Z; By his Atvice, that Ores 
was /ert over , By ws Dir "oa it:.t Ores got Jeſwits 
Nanmecs, and Acquzintances, to Enild fo much as q 
Pr CLence npon. He did nor 'niy Pai3-over Ores*es 
Execrable Hypocr vſres, BLISPUONS Permuries, and 
Mock Sacraments ; but he was Privy to, Atv ViS'A, 


 Approv'd, and Excouras'd them ; He bic | Otcs 20 9- 


ver, and gives him His Dire#tions, not {fo much 
what to Look for, as what to Find ; Upon OreYVes 
Return, he ſends him back again upon the Same 
C rommilſion. Otes wanted Bread: Tong ſtops his Mouth, 
and takes upon him to put im in a way : Do but 
Diſcover a Plot, ſays Tong, and are a Made Man 
for ever. Make the People Felons of Popery, and your 
\ork is done. Ores Undertakes the 1 ask, and with- 
out any more Vords, 4 Bargain's a Bargain. 
During This Manage of Otes, Tons was not Idle 
Otherwiſe neither : Witneſs his [| Searching out E- 
vidence, Soliciting, Promoting, and Expediting, to his 
very. Great Expence, as he fers forth in his " Caſe 
and Requeſt. ] The Paying of above Forty Clarks to 
Write for him ; His Undertakings, and Disburſe- 
ments to divers of the Iriſh, as well as the Engliſh 
Witneſles, as apears upon feveral Bills, and Diſ- 
charges under his Own tas d : His Relſtlcis 
y Scriboling, 
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Chap.X. (126) 


Scribbling, to Provoke Fears and Jelouſies ; The In- 
defatigable Pains he took to Aſſiſt Falſe Witneſſes, and 
to help forward Scandalous Enformations ; To ſay 
nothing of the Crotcnet of Fourteen Shilliags a Week 
£0 any of his Pariſhoners that would Turn Papiſts. 
Now upon the whole Matter, 
Otes only Swore Otes neither Saw with his Own 
to Tongs words. Eyes; nor Heard with his Own 
Ears ;, He ſtirr'd neither Hand nor 
Foot, and his Toxgze hardly Wagg'd in his Mouth 
but by Tongs Direttion. His Way was ſtill ChalÞd 
out before kim; and All that he had to do, was to 
Swear to Tongs Words and Matter. Where Otes 
made a Stumble, as about his lying ſo Cloſe in Town 
at the Time of the Corſair, that he could get No 
Witneſſes ; Who but Tong to Cover the Perjury ; 
and, upon All other Occaſions, to Palkate his 
Fooleries. Who was it but Tong that Jade the Plot? 
That Wrote the Story of i: ? That Hunted out 
Knights of the Poſt to Second.it ? That Efpous'd all 
ſorts of Impoftures for the Colouring of That Cheat ; 
and it Coſt him more Trouble at Laſt, to Defend, 
and to Excuſe the Falſe Oaths, then to Procure them. 
Who was it but Tong, that took Otes to him in the 
Barbican for their T3; mon Purpoſe ? as he calls it ; 
That bad him rite the Plot in Greek, and lay it 
behind the W.2/cor. It was Tongs Invention too, 
the Promiling of Ores Fifty Pond to Murder him: 
for his Jeſuits Moralis ;, and the Sowcing of him in 
a Damned Oath for the Performance of Covenants. 
The Battery that was made upon Ores'es Perſon, by 
the Provincial on Sept. 6. 1678. And Another by 
Stratford in Cock-Pit- Alley, that was ſet on by the 
#ej/uits the Day following 3 This was All the 246- 
ther-Wit of the Dr ſtill ; and ſo was the Advice of 
their Snugging together, at Fox=- Hall upon't, -_ 
their 


Chap.X. (127) 


their Common Security, and to keep themſelves in 
a whole Skin. What were the Firſt Three and Forty 
Articles, wot the Work yet of the Same Head, and 
Hand ? "), ho but Tong to tell Mr Kirkby of it; 
and by his Means to get Acceſs to tne King ? who 
but To 254m, to Deliver Thoſe Articles to the 
King ; an afterward, by his Majeities Order, to 
Atterd 7.1 Earl of Davy about That moſt Impor- 
tart ir? Who was it that told his Lordſhip 
the ©..,ry over and over again of Grove, Pickering, 
3: akeman; the Windſor. Ruffians ;, and how they 
11: he Catct?d 1n their Rogueries, upon the 
ver, Spot, with their Guns and their Daggers ? 
Who was It that Excus'd the Ruffians afterward, 
for not going to Windſor, becauſe One of *cm was 
Tadisfo.'d, and Anotner?s Horſe had Slipt his Shoulder ? 
Who was it that ſhew'd Pickering at the Altar at 
Somerſet-Houſe for fear of Miſtaking the Man ? 
Who was it that brought {till more axd more En- 
formations, One upon the Neck of Another ; That 
made ſo many Jaunts, Out of Town, and Back a- 
gain, with News, and for Oraers, only to Fetch and 
Carry? Who was It again that ppt Ores upon 
Swearing his Ezformations before Sir Edmund-Bur 

Goafrey ! Who was it that Carry'd him thither, 
and Supported him there, with an Oath, that the 
Contents of Thoſe Papers bad been ſhew*d to the King 


allready ? Who was 1t that Counſeld Otes to have 


ſeveral Copies of them Tranſcrib'd, and that Help'd 
both in the Wrwizg, and in the Recommending of 
them Himſelf 2 Who but Dr Toag, that Gmided, 
and Infiuenc'd This whole Aﬀair ? And Ores all this 
while, not ſo much as Seen or Heard of, *till the 
Second of September at Fox-Hall : Only the Pleni- 
hganac. Dr, with Full Porters, and Antheritics, was 
1s own Principal, and Commiſſioner, Leth under 
| | Ons. 
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Chap. X. (428). 


One. Nay, and he was his Own, as well as Orese; 
Cornfeſſor too ; for he Ab/olv?d himſelf of the Sir 


of Falſe Speaking, as he had done Ores before, upon 


the Account of Falſe Swearing, as in his Shuffling 


with the Earl of Danby, 1s made appear already. 
It muſt be further ſaid now, for 
Tong's Method the Drs. Credit ; that he ſhew?d as 
aa, riuingthe ch Steadynefs, 1n Ms Perſeverance, 
: as Bo/dneſs, and Reſolution, thus far 


in the Artempt : For he Gain his Point at Laſt, in 


Deſpite of AJjl the Zrg-Bea OT Honour, and Con- 
ſcience, and in Defiance of All the Oppolkitions of 
Law, Reaſon, and Common Senſe, His Firſk Narra- 
tive Shrunk in the Vetting, and was found, Ore [art 
of it to Claſh with Another, and not to Azree with 
It ſelf : Inſomuch, that Toro Prefs'd many times 
upon the Earl of Dazby ; and /7r Kirkby more then 


Once, Preſentca HimfKlt in the Kings Eye, withour 


any Norice taken of them, or Gaining any Hopes of 
a Further Acceſs : So that they gave it off for That 
Time, and Remitted the Matter to ſome Adore Fa- 


vourable Seaſon. When Tong law that the Narrative 


did not Take ;, he Re-enforces his Attempt with Freſh 
Articles : He follows them with News of the Ruffi- 


_ ans going to Windſor, and with the Propoſa!, that 


One cf the Earls Domeſt:ques fhonld go along 
with them. The Diſaproiarmcrt above-mention'd 


made the Bug nelbs 199i; Ho je; and his Majeſty 
threw off the Thought ont, as a molt Palpable Fiftt- 
on : So that the Dr was now put, for Another [n- 
vertion, to the Urtermoſt Stretch of his Witte, and 
Corrare : And then comes-in the Sham of the Five 
Windſor Letters © But That which Tong Propounded 
for an Eidence ſo Demonſtrative of the Truth of All 
he had Deliver'd, that it would put a Final End to 
Any Quff;oa vpou That Poizt, ſerv'd only to c - 

clud: 
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clude thee i7/hole to be a Forgery : ; Theſe Letters now 
were Manite/Hy of Tong's Contriving, One of them 
of his Ow: Janed-biiting ; Nay the Authority, and 
the Truth of them, in reſpect both of the Authors 
and the Matre;'s, were, to the Uttermoſt of Tong's 
Poor 2Lght and S%/!, in ſach a Manner Exc:5'4, and 
De:fendea ;, that they were Argeu'd to be Such and 
Such Peoples Hznds, becauſe they were IVor Like 
their Hands, and without pretending to ſhew any 
- Other of their c ounterfert Letters to Compare them 
' by. And Tong has nor quite done yet neither. 

Toag get- himſelt ſent for to the Comcl; He 
Delivers 1s Papers 1n ; Fetches Ores ; He Sollicits 
 Kire, Lords, Commons, "and Committees ;, There was 
not One Step i in the whole Frame. of the C Conſpiracy, 
which he does not IVrire Votes, Narratives, or Rela- 
:10n5 upon. He's. In at All, thor oughthe Three King=- 
toms.Who but 7 0#7 to furniſh the Hiſtory of all our 
#t:eS 5 Trealons ; Fopith Tommiſſicns, Aflyances 3 
 .2270ts, Perfievt ons 4 Who bur He, to nndertake 
| for the Liſt of the Plotters,the Particrloriries of their 
| Crimes, en ro ſet-up, in ſhort, four Hiſtcriographer ta 
| the Cov p prracy, a1 the Common Solicitor to the whole 
6 Fattior ? Th 220 te Declares, ( as 1s ſaid already ) 
* 1n a Petition to the touſe of Commons, that | he "ihe 
| ) Knotp! '2dge 97 7 Perſor, Ch rgeb © Suſp:aed 
| tobemn ti: Cont: Mecarp and hardly of any ©r:e Þo- 
| $iH Genticinarn ft, Footand, ] 
| Thaveyct c Ore Paner inore of His, bearing Date 
April. 2.9. 167" Tueſday. 

He takes unon him, with his Tong's Sawcy 
vſual Confidence, to Adviſe his Expoſtulations 

with the Late 
Maj jeſty to Deliver up all Prieſts King. 
and Jeſmts to the ſeverity of the 
Laws in that Caſe Provided : For (ſays he) [ They 
are not to be Conſider” d as Meer Prieſts, but as Pro- 
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Chap.  W (130) 


feſſed axd Known Enemies to our King and K ngaom, 
Spres. Allallins, and Zncendiaries. ] 

To This Diſcourſe, the King Thew a Great Diſlike, 
and Changed his Countenance with Diſpleajure,and ſaid, 
r2: Bloud Became not the Dr, nar is Coat, Said, 
ke mnt Preach Other Duft11.s ro Him. and T1 Dat, 
073 the Account of Wtlaones : anx Appcaled to the 

'S Own Conſcience, whether He woul!: % Conterted 
to lbe "4 Perſecuted S Terming them Poor Peo- 
ple; ) and ſaid, Other as' Effectual Means 
might S Uſed. 

The Dr Anſwer'd, hs he ſpoke Thi: only for bis A12- 
jeſties Friformation, and that 1:c might know that be was 
ct Obliged, neither 3 in Horiour, Promiſe, or Con- 
Fience ro I nterpoſe for them 4s Prieſts ; if his Af- 

airs Preis” 'd him, and Requir:d him to 'do Other- 


ww 1}©. 
If 7 had thought 08 1t ſooner, This Treatiſe would 


is wil have born the Title of 4 Brief Hiſtory 


'l one, a5 of a B; ef Hiſtory of the Tmes : 5 Or 1c 
would have done as well perhaps, as either of them, 
to nave Call'd it A Vindication of Titus Otes : For 
His Murders were a kind of Chance-Medley, Com- 
par*d with the Orhers. He, ' Poor Devil, Swore to A- 
ny thing that came Next, without either Feelins, 


or Fore- ſeeing the C onſcience, or the Conſequences of 


Things. A Falſe _ in His Mouth was no more 
then an 7-vezom?d Tooth 'in the Mouth of a Med 
Dog. He Sxapt at Every thing that was in his - 
and 1; Kerzedy for the Wornd, like a Piece of 4 
Own Liver. The very Bleeding of him at a Czrt:- 
Arſe as Purg'd away the Malignity of the Poy ſon. 
Otes'es Part was Divided, betwixt a Mahcious Fu 


2947 that he brought into the World with him, 
and an Habitual Courſe of Wickeaneſ,, that made his 


S145 25 Faemthar to tum as his Daily Bread : but tne 
Invention, 


' 


Chap. X. (130) 

Invention, the Contrivance, and the Conduit, was 
Alltogether Tong*s , Who, Certainly, had the Fore- 
thought, the Dehberation, and the Study of Wicked- 
neſs to Anſwer for Over and Above. And Otes made 
no more of a Falſe Oath, then of Writing juſt [9 
many Words out of a Copy-Book: And I have yer 
One Word more to ſay Comparatively, even on 
Tong*s Behalf; which is, That he himſelf had his 
Direfors alſo, that were the More Criminal of the 
Two: For Even in the Cornfizſit9n of Hell it ſelf, there 
iS a Subordination, as well as in Heaven ; and there 
are Degrees of Anguiſh, and Desparation in the 
One, as there are of Glories in the Other ;, Nay, 
Lucifer, ( if -I may ſay ſo) Values Himſelf upon 
the Dignity of being Uppermoſt ; and the Dreper 
the Ho02, the Greater s His Bloyy, 
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POSTERITY. 


HERE will be a Time when Truth ſhall be 
Believd, and theVWitneſſes of it Juſtify'd 5 


and the World never the more upon the wending 


Hand, neither perhaps. For it is Matter of 


Conrſe, m the Reaſon and Flux of Humane Af- 
fairs, for the Next Age to do That Right to 
the Former, which the Former could Not do to it 
ſelf. *Tis a Rare Felicity of the Times (ſays Ta- 
citys) when the Preſent State of Things will bear 
a True Hiſtory. But ſo it is however, that Ore 
Generation finds Argument and Entertainment for 
Another 5 And whether the Subje# be Good or 
Bad ; or the Succeeding Age,Better or Worſe, Things 
w1ll be never the leſs Agreeable i the Story, for 
being Execrable in the PraFice. For the Popular 
Teſt of Good or Evil, is Profit, or Loſs 5 and it 


is only [ztereſt that ſupports the Reputation of 


Wickedneſs, and @uenches the Veneration that is 
due to Virtre. 


A 2 Wd 


" ; : 
4 hb 7 


To Þo ſterity. 


So that in ſaying There wil be ſuch a Time, &e. 
and in Appealing trom the Envy of the Preſent, 
to the Impartial Juſtice of the Times to come, I 
do not take upon me to ſpeak with the Spirit of 
a Prophet 3 (as if I Fore-told Things Hard to be 
Fore-known.) Neither do I reckon that T put 
any Complement upon Poſterity, in 1ranſmitting 
my Cauſe, and my Papers into Their Hands. My 
Bus'neſs is only to Place Truth in a Proper Lieht, 
and to take the beſt Care] can, that After-times 
may be the Wiſer for Our Follies 5 the Honefter 
for our 1mpoſtures 3 and that the {nfamy of the 
poejont Age, may not paſs for Hiſtory in the 

ext. 


This Tract 1s Intended for a Third Part, in 
Continuation of what I have already Publiſh'd 
in {wo Other Parts, under the Title of | 4 Brief 
Hiſtory of the Times, &c. | In the Firſt Part, I 
have layd open the Scheme and Manage of the 
Late Conſpiracy, upon the Credit of the Conſpira- 
tors Proper Ads and Records. In the Second, [| 
haveEndcavour'd to give the World a True Ac- 
count of the Riſe, Progreſs, and ConduF of the 
Pretended Popiſh Plot. And to ſhew, not fo 
much what it was Not, as what it Was 3 which 
will make the Story appear quite Another Thing 
then all this while 1t has been taken to be. 


The 


EE. Eon od GER 


To Poſterity, 

The Third Part that I am now entring upori, 
* 15a kind of Hiſtorical Review upon the Matters 
Et of Sir Edmmndbury Godfrey. If he was Mrurther- 
ed 2t Somerſet-Houſe, as Bedloe and Prance twear 
he was, the Jeſuits and their Fel/ows are certainly 
the Damnedſt Fools upon the Face of the Earth - ©4208 
But if That ſtory wasutterly Impoſſzble to be true, oe” 
the Lord open the Eyes of the Blind, and be merci- 
' ful to the Souls of thoſe that all this while have 
' . ſwallowd All Theſe Shams for Goſpel. 
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For the ſake of Good Method, T have Subd:. 
vided this Third Part into Two Other Parts, with- 
in it ſelf. The Former Treats of the Somerſet- 
Houſe Invention, with the Circumſtances of Time, 
Place, Manner, Perſons And ſo goes on with 
the7arnt from theStable-Rayles to Primroſe-Hill 5 
Comparing and Examinine Depoſitions, Journals, 
and Pwblique Entries 5 till, in the End, it appears 
upon Demonſtration as Infallible as Truth it ſelf, 
that a Man might as well take upon him to bring _ 
Heaven and Hell to ſhake Hands, asto Reconcile 
Prance and Bedloe, One to Another ; or Ejther 
of them to the Bare Poſſbility of a Conſitence 
with Himſelf. 


It follows now, in the Secozd Part, fince Sir | 
Edwnnd was Not Murther'd fo and fo, at Somer= 
1 .<t-Houſe, in ſuch or ſuch a Place 3 by ſuch and 
4 {ach Haxds; or for this or that Reaſor, accor- 
ing to the Witneſſes Report, to Enquire How ? 

A 3 When 7 
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To Poſterity. 
When ? Where ? Why ? By Whom ? Or, in fine, 
By what Diſaſter he was brought to his Ed £ 
Upon the Whele, T have no more to ſay, then to 
defire the Reader, in the Awe of Ged, and of 
his Conſcience, to Ask, and to Reſolve All theſe 
tore-going Queſtions within Himſelt. 

There are Three Points of very Great 1mpor- 
tance, that I have here made the Argument of 
1heſe Three Treaties 5 of Great Importance, 1 ſay, 
in the SubjeF-matter of them 3 In the Credit they 
have PF in the World : In the Conntenance 
that has been G7vez them : In the Miſerable Cor- 
ſequences that they have Already brought upon 
the Hononr and Peace of the Government, even 
to the Scandal of Religion it felt, and of the 
Ergliſh Nation. And of Great Importance elſe 
in the Further Operation of Theſe Impoſtnres 
upen the Generations that arc jet fo come; 1n 
Tranſmitting an Everlaſting Infamy upon ſo ma- 
ny Noble Families and Perſons, as have been 
falſely Accuſed tor this Pretended Conſpiracy «: And 
no way to Encounter the Scandal, but by 

taking the Maſque off in Time, and bringing 
the Naked [ruth of this Tugling NY into a 
Clearer Light. 

Such as it 1s, I am now about to Deliver a 
Third Part of it over into the World; partly 
upon an Impalſe 'of Conſcience and Duty 5 and 
partly as I am a Friend to Plairr-Dealing and 
C0124101 7#ſtice. But I know very well, that 


Good D; Worry are of Little or no Effect, with- 
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To Poſterity. 


out Neceſſary Powers and Amthorities, for the put- 
ting of them in Exerciſe. Upon this Conſt1era- 
tion, before I ever advanc'd One Step or Syllable 
upon This Defſzer, T made it my Humble Suit ro 
his Late Bleſied Majeſty, that he would give me 
Leaveand Commiſſuon, to make a Warrantable En- 


 quiry into the Forgeries of Otes 3 and to try if I 


could fairly bring him to Jzſtice for his Perjuries. 
His Majeſty was hereupon pleaſed to Grant me 
an Order for the Examining of }Vitneſſes, and 
Comparing Ewidences ; and the Matter ſucceeded 
according to the Wiſh of every Honeſt Man in the 
Three Kingdoms. 

So ſoon as I found that Otes was Faſt in the Tozl; 
it was but Reaſon Methought,tor Prarce to take 
His Turn too : The Bus nets of Sir Edmnndbury 
Godfrey being the Ozly Leg the Plot had now lett 
to ſtand upon. Beſide, that the White-Horſe-Con- 


ſult and the Somerſet- Houſe- Murther reſted uport 


the ſame Bottom : Tnſomuch that the Fa!l of the 
Plot Tript up the Hecls of the Mari cr ; for Bed- 
loe and Prance ſwearing to Both Alike 5 it there 
was No Plot , they were Conſequently Forſwors 
to Both Alike, 

In few words, All the Narratives, Depoſtions, 
and Articles of Otes, Bedloe, and Prance, were 
ſo tun'd One to Another, that it was {o!fible 
to Touch Either of the Three, and the Other Two 
not Feel on't. I freak of ther Agrcercirt in One 
Common EN D; tor they fall foul one rpon ano- 
ther, every Step they fet, in the W AY to't. It 
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To Poſterity. 


Otrs was Forſworn, ſo were the Other Two ,by an 
tnſeparable Complication 3 and Prance's Bus'neſs 
was wore then three quarters done, 1 the very do- 
ing of Otes's. This Conſideration was moſt Du- 
titully layd before the Late King, and not with- 
out ſome ſort of Importunity, ( within the Com- 
paſs of Good Manners) tor the Honour of His 
Majeſties Leave, Order, and Commiſſion, to fee 
it Prance might not be brought to the Stake as 
well as Ozes ; and the Ore Prov'd to be as Rank 
an {zpoſior as the Other. His Majeſty was Gra- 
cioully pleaſed hereupon, to Erconrage, and to 
Appoint ſnich a Serutiny 3 and to Enable me with 
All Nec {fat y Powers tor an EfeFual Enquiry wi- 
to the True State and Condition of That At- 
fair. In purſuance hereof, Divers Enformations 
were T2ken ; the Matter Reported npon ; and 
Sir Edaird's Clark tound at all hands to have 
been the Great Confident of the Secret. But he 
having withdrawn himſclf into the Ifle of Ely ; 
and not withotit fome Jealouſte upon the Kea- 


oy of his going out of the way, as well as Diffr- 


citlty to learn where he was 3 His Majeſty was 
pleaſed to Dire a Special Commiſſion for the 
{tric Fxamimation of him, as hereunder fol- 
ICS. 


Wheres 


| 


To Poſterity. 


Hereas His Majeſty rs grven to un- - 
derſtand, pon the Enformatuon of Pf. 
Roger LEſtrange, Eſq; That there ts one 
Henry Moor, /rvmg at preſent at Luttle- 
port, or elſewhere im the Ifle of Ely, who ts 
able to Diſcover Matters of Great Importance 
to his Majeſttes Service : T heſe are therefore 
mn his Majeſties Name, and by his Special 5d 
Drrettion and Appointment, to will and re- j; 7: 
quire you, or either of you, forthwith upon the 
Recett hereof to ſend for the ſaid Henry Moor, 
and him ſtriftly and punftually to Examine, 


Y 


pon - certain Matters, and Things, whereof 
Roger L Eftrange , Eſq; aboveſaid ſhall 
grve you particular Enformation : Aud him 
having Examined, to tranſmit the ſaid Exa- | 
mation unto the ſaid Mr. L Eftrange. 4nd L4 | 
for ſo doing, Thas ſhall be your Warrant. Gi- +. :4 + 16h 
ven at our Court at Wincheſter, the th. - 
Day of September, 1684. 
To Joha Nalfon, L. L. D. and 4 
John Fincham, Eſq; Two of — 
his Majeſties Juſtices of : * $18 
Peace for the lile of Ely, 0: 
either of them. 


TP 
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To Poſterity. 


By a Letter from Mr. Fincham, bearing Date, 
Sept. 20. 1684. I underſtood that theſe Worthy 
Gentlemen had Examin'd Harry Moor, accord- 
ing to their Order. And by Another from Dr. 
Nalſon of the 22d.1 received the Examinatio 
zt ſelf, with an Account from Both, how Moor 
ſtood upon his Guard 3 and how Dextrouſly he 
Manag 'd his Point. 


We found him (C ſays Mr. Fincham ) to be very 
ſubtle and dexterons in Equivocating : His Anſwers 
for the moſt part, Study'd, and Labour d; and al- 
though we took a great deal of Pains with hint. and 
uſed all the Arguments we could to be clear and 
plain, yet we could not prevail, However, he has 
confeſſed enough to confirm Mr. Wynels Enforma- 
tion; and likewiſe owns Mrs. Gibbons coming to 
Sir Edmunds Houſe on the Tueſday, and his lead- 
ing her to Church after the Corps 5 and Declares, 


That he went with the Godfreys to her Houſe 01: 


tte Sunday. | 

He acknowledges his telling Mrs. Pamphlin, oz 
Sunday Morning, that Sir Edmund was gone A- 
broad Two Hours before ſhe enquired for him 5 and 


' 
-s 


Secreey Enjozrd him by Mr. Godfrey. 1 ſhort, 
tbe Crreat Secrecy that he was all along oblized to, 
by the Godtreys, © for which we could not get av 


\ 
treaſon from hin, when we told him how much it 


had been the Intereſt of tis Maſters Brothers, a 


7 


jor the Reaſon of it, he gives the Command of 


tn ——  urR_—_—_ eo Ce 


To Poſterity: 


all his Friends, if they had ſuſpeFed he had been 


Maurther'd by any Perſon, to have made the ſame 
Publique, and obtained my L.C. Juſtice's Warrant 
to have ſearched all Places that they had ſuſpeFed 
for him ) together with the Evaſive Anſwers he 
gave us, ſhews a Practice, ec. 


Dr. Nalſoz Writes thus, | He is a Cunning old 
. Fellow as ever 1 ſaw; and what you have,is Extort- 

ed from him by a Thouſand Croſs Queſtions >, for 

we were upon him Five or Six Hours. 

[t is the Greateſt Riddle (as I told him ) that, 
as he Averrs, only He HimſelF, and the Two God- 
freys ſhould know of Sir E. G's Abſenting, til/ the 
Tueſday 3 and yet the Saturday Poſt ſent it all 
over England, that the Papiſts had Murther'd hizz, 
or at leaſt, that there was ſuch a Fear. 


This Cavil about the Saturdays PoſtT have clear- 
ed over and over, where the Subject led me to 
That Point; And ſo have the Other Pretence 
of the Worlds taking no Notice of Sir E's Ab- 
ſenting Himſelf till Tueſday ; for they went from 
place to place Enquiring after him, to my Lady 
Prats, to Captain Gibbons 3 they told Parſors, 
and Maſonas much before,and moſt of the Enfor- 
mations Dated from the very day of his Abſenting 
limſelf 5 1t being All over the To, upon the 
Sunday, What was become of Sir Edmundbury 
Godtrey ? He went ont Teſterday Viorning, ant 
did not come home Laſt Night. 
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To Poſterity. 
The Firſt Thing Neceſlary, was to Learn out 
the TMmh of the Fat 3 and the Next Thing in 


queſtion, was the Puattice of the [»ſtruments and 
Managers of Theſe Plot-Matters; and Principal- 


ly, how they dealt with their Priszers by the 


Force of Moncy, Cruelty, Falſe-Witneſſes, Sham- 
Accuſations, Menaces, Flatteries, the Fear of Death, 
or the Hope of Life: Andin fine,by Allthe ways 


Imaginable of Hitting the Blind ſide of the Men * 
they had todo withal.Tisno News atThis time of 


Day,what Arts & Sollicitations were us'd to Carry 


people off and on, according to the Baſs of 
Thoſe, Times, when the True Interpretation of 


[ Confeſs the Truth,or you ſhall certainly be Hang'd,] 
was | Forſwear yourſelf and be Damn'd. |Now the 
Stories of This way of Tampering were ſo Rife, 
while This Bus neſs of the Plot was in Agztatior, 
that His Majeſty was pleasd to Grant Another 
Order of Enquiry into any thing of This Kind 
that paſs d in the Priſoxs: (which I did accord- 


ingly) And the Order runs in the Terms Fol- 
lowing. 


Whitehall, OCtob. 6. 1684. 
] Hereas his Majeſty hath lately re- 


cerved ſeveral Enformations con- 
cerntng the Manage of Edward Fits-Harrts, 
and Miles Prance, and ſeveral other Perſons 
whale they were Priſoners in Newgate, the 
(2ate- 


| 
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To Poſterity. 

Cate-Houſe, and Elſewhere ; It is bis Ma- 
jefties Pleaſure, that you make a particular 
Enquiry by the Means of Captain R ichard- 
ſon, Mr. Church, and others, mto the Mat- 
ters afore[ard,concerning the Pratiices of Thoſe 
that came to tem, and bad to do with them, by 


any unlawful. and Unwarrantable Ways. 
Aud you aro likewiſe hereby Authorized, 


and Empower d, to aſſure the ſaid Keepers, or 
Others by them Employed of his Majeſttes 
particular Grace aud Favour, even im caſe of 
their own Failings er Miſdemeanours, upon 3 
full and a clear Declaration of the Truth, mn, 
or concerning this Affair. And hereof, you are 
forthwith to make a Report, 


To Roger L'E- 
ſtrange, Eſq; 


It was a Great Advance that was made into 
the Cauſe of Sir Edz-mndbury Godfrey: and the 
Proceedings againſt Otes were by This time 
brought to the very Day of Iſſue; when God Al- 
mighty took to Himſelt our Late Gracious, and 
Bleſſed Soveraign, which put a ſhort Stop to the 
Proſecution both of the One, and of the Other : 
But however, the Proſecution was Reviv'd,and 
upon the 8th, and 9th. Days of May, 1685. Otes 
was Conviit at the ICings-Bench-Bar upon Two 


In 


To Poſterity. 
TndiFments for Wilful, Malicious, and Corrupt Per- 


juryz and Miles Prance was allo Convif of Per- 
Jury in the Caſe of Sir Edmmmadbury Godfrey and 


Mr. Vernatti, May 4. 1686. So that now there 


was a Fair Place left for a General Review : But 


] was Concern'd however, to ſecure my ſelf un- 
der the Warrant and Prote&ion of a Further Au- 
thority tor a Continuation cf the Scrutiny 5 which 


his PRESENT Majeſty was Gracioully pleaſ- 


ed to Grant me 1n the Form tollowing. 


TAMES R. 


T is Our Ropal Will. Pleaſure and Com- 

mand, that immediately upon Sight here- 
of, you make a ſtri&t and diligent Enquiry into 
fuch Matters and Things as you ſhall reaſona- 
bly concerve may grve ſome Light concerning the 
Death of the Late Sir Edmundbury God- 
frey; and that you forthwith ſend for ſuch 
Perſons of Probity and good Repute, as you ſhall 
kuow, hear, or underſtand to have been privy 
to any Circumſtances relating to the ſaid End: 
And that you Examine every ſuch Perſon 
zpon Oath touching the ſame ; more eſpecially 


the Keeper of Newgate, and ſuch of his Of- 
ficers and People, as had the Care of Miles 
Prance, 
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To Poſtertty. 

Prance, while he was there a Priſoner : And 
likewiſe one Boyce a Glaſs-Eye-Maker, and 
ſuch others as you ſoall have cauſe to belreve 
may be able to grve any Material Enformati- 
on thereupon. Tou are hereby Required, and 
Authorized to proceed upon the Matters afore- 
ſaid without any Delay ; and to g2Ve US A par- 
ticular Account of the whole Aﬀair : And for 
ſo doing, this ſhall be your Warrant. Gryen 
at our Court at Whitehall, the 15th Day of 
February, 1685. 7m the Second year of our 
Reign, 


By His Majeſties Command. 


Toour Truſty and well- Sunderland P. 
beloved , Sir Roger L*E- 


ſtrange, Knight. 


Over and above Theſe Authorities, I had like- 
wile the View of the Parliament-Fournals, the 
Conncel-Papers, and All Publique Depoſitions, that 
might be helptul to meupon This Subje#, and Oc- 
cation ; to ſay nothing of all the Prixted Tryals, 
and Narratives that are Extant. So that in 
ſhort, there wanted only True Copies of the En- 


formations before the Coroner, to put me in poſ- 
{eſon 


| To Poſtertty. 
fon of the whole Matter: to which Ez 1 
was further Enabled by This Following Ordex,, 


Robert Earl of Sunderland, Baron Spencer 
of Wormleighton, Prelident of his Ma- 
jeſties molt Honourable Privy Coun- 
cil, and Principal Secretary of State, 


EPO 


Hereas upon, or about the 1 $th. Day 

of October, 1678. Tou by Your 
Precept ſummond a fury to Enquire how Str 
Edmundbury Godfrey, /ate of the Count y 
of Middleſex, Deceaſed, came by his Death, 
Aud whereas you did Execute the ſaid Inqut- 
{ition, and ſeveral Witneſſes were Produ- 


ced, and Examined before you 0N the Behalf . 


of the King ; whoſe Enformations upon Oath 
a Writing are m.your Cuſtody or Power, True 
Copies of which Examimations from the Ori- 
ginals, as alſo a True Copy of the Inquifiti- 
oN, zt his Majeſties Pleaſure ſhould be forth- 
with delivered to Sir Roger LEſtrange, 


| Kmught, One of his Majeſttes Fuſtices of 


Peace for the County of Middleſex : T, heſe 


are 
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. To Poſterity. 

are therefore to will and require you forthwith 
to delrver to the ſaid Sir Roger LEſtrange 
True Copies of All the ſaz4 Enformarions, 
not omitting any one of them ; and /tke- 
wiſe a True Copy of the ſaid Inquiſition, by 
him to be compared with the ſeveral Orig1- 
nals; And hereof you are not to fail, Given 
at our Court at Whitehall, the 28th Day 
of March, 1687. 


To Mr. Fohn Cowper., one of Sunderland ÞP, 
his Majeſties Coroners for 


the County of Adadleſex. 


Upon This Order, Mr. Cowper the Coroner de- 
liver'd me the Copies of ſeveral Enformations. As 
the Enformation of Joſeph Radcliffe, and of Ele- 
4nor his Wife: Two Enformations of Zacharia/ 
Skillarne 5 Two of John Brown the Conſtable 3 
and the Enformations of Nicholas Cambridge, 
John Wilſon, Tho. Morgan, William Brommell, 
Johu Walters, John Rawſon, Henry Moor, Caleb 
Winde, Richard Duke, and Mary the Wife of 
Captain T ho. Gibboy. The foregoing Entorma- 
tions muſt be underſtood, according to the Or- 
aer to Mr. Cowper, to be the True Copieg of the 


= ſaid Enformations. And to be All too, Not omit- 


ting any one of them- |] And Mr. Cowper Delt- 
vered me likewiſe a Copy of the Order it ſelf,by 
bim thus Atteſted, at the foot of the ſaid Order: 


a 6th, 
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To Poſtertty. 
6th of April, 1686. This is a true Copy of the 
Order above-written , Delivered uito Sir Roger 
L'Eſtrange Knight, by me 5 the Original being in 
1y Cuſtody. | 
Jo. Cowper. 


Here are Sixteen Enformations upon Tale, and 
not One Word to the £neſtion of the manner of 
his Death; but upon the Conjecture of the 1wo 
Srreeons, Nr.Skillarne and Mr. Cambridge. Mrs. 
Gibbon, that could have ſpoken very much, ſays 
very little, andit was not properly an Enforma- 
ion to the Coroner neither ; for the Verdi& was 
Over firſt. Moor the Clark, (that was 1n Effect, a 
Secretis, to the whole Myſtery, was only Interro- 
gated, 1f his Maſter went ont in a Lac'd Band : 1 
do not object to That £@xeſtion but why That 
Nueſtion, and No Woze, to a man that both, the 
Brothers, and the Coroner knew to be Privy to 
the whole TranſaFion 2 If he went out in a Lac 
Band, he was Murther'd; but if he had gone 
Out 1N a Plain Bad, he had been Felo de ſe. For 
whether he Dy'd by the Sword, or the Kope, 
or the Linnen Cloth, was the Queſtion. The Jury 
ſatupon Friday, and Adjourn'd 'till Saturdayzand 
It was after Midnight when they gave up their 
Verdi. Now the Szrgeons Deliver'd their Con- 
Jedural Evidence upon Friday 3 but the Jurors be- 
ing woolly Onſutisfyd, upon That meeting, were 
Prevaild upon to Adjourn in order to the Get- 
ting of Further, and of Better Proofs. And what 
were thoſe Further, and thoſe Better Proofs that 

CAC 
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To Poſtertty. 


came mn next day, but Mr. Radclife and Mrs. 
Radcliffe,Caleb Find and Richard Dike,that fiw 
Sir Edzznnd in the Strand at Twelve or One 2a 
Clock the Saturday of his comg away,atter hc _ 
taken his Walkin the Fields toward Mu: be; 
But Theſe are Points that are Handled in Beater 
Order, and more at Jarge 1n Their Due places. 
Atter this Care taken tor the gut 1109 our of 
the Truth, and tor the Mcuyhods of Arriving at! 
All Good men, I hope, wil Acquit me, that I 
have proce ceded upon the Conſc:ence of an Ho- 
neſt Man, in the very Jnclinations of doing it ; jt 
and that in the Zeal of puthing it forward, 1 «LP 
haveno cauſe to be Aſhamed of Owning my {elf 150 
an Officious Lover of J#ſ#ice. And I have tes: . +408 
no leſs Tender of uſurpingupon the Province of 088 
my Szperiors, in keeping my felt ſtrictly to all the 
Mendon of Duty and Reverence towards the 
Government. 1 can fauly Appeal to theReader 
now 1n one Word more, that I have taken as | 
much Care to lay open the matter of Fa# on L3H 
the Ore {1de, as on the Other ;, for where ſhould It 
any. Man look for theTrze and Reaſonable Grounds 17,116 
of a VerdiF, but in the Words and Import of Wit: 
the Evidence £ To which End, I have here ex- Wt 
poled the Enformations that were taken by the 
Coroner z I have likewiſe Impariially Extrade LY 
the Uttermoſt Force of All that was faid in Proot ' 
of the Myrther, upon the [ryals: Ani upon the , 
whole Matter, I do here ſubmit my {elf as tothe 16), 
Candor of this FeZowing, Mn to Al} Indi ffe- [51 
rent Judges. 2 Let 


To Poſterity. 

Let menot be thought Inſenſibleall this while 
that I Write now againſt the Stream, and that an 
Irtegrity of This Standard Labours againſt Wind 
and Tyde. A ſinbborn Inflexible Honeſty 1s all- 


moſt ſure of as many Ezemies, as there are Mez 
able to do him Mzſchzef, that have Sacrificd to 


Plaralities upon the Poll, Popular Applauſe,lntereſt, 


and Occaſcon - But wry Fortune 1s made, mn the 
Comfort of a Good Conſcience, and in the Bleſſang 


of an [zdifference, that has caft All theſe Cares 


behind it. 1 will have the Vanity too,(even without 
Asking God Forgiveneſs for it ) to Hope, that 
Theſe Papers may out-live the Envy that This Ne- 
cellary way of Liberty has brought upon the 
Compoſer of them 3 And that After-t#xres ſhall 
Thank me in my Grave, for the Plain Hiſtory of 
many Uſeful Truths, how Od1ous ſoever at Pre- 
ſent, which 1n all Likelyhood they ſhould never 
have known without me. 


But to ſhew now at laſt, that the Officions 
Zeal of a Pragmatical Obſervator ( as the Wit iz 
Mode has it) hasnot Tranſported him beyond the 
Terms of Decency and Good Manners. I have 
not ſo much as shew'd, 1n this Whole Diſconrſe, 
upon Any Perſon where the Thrid of the Story 
did not Abſolutely Require it. IT meddle with no 
Mans Opinion, Forreign to this Single point. To- 
leration, or no Toleration, has nothing at all to 
doin This Book. I ſupport my ſelf from one 
End of it tothe Other, upon Evident and Viſible 
FaG - 1 have the Pablique, and the Solemn De- 
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To Poſperity. 


claration of a Famous Common Lawyer, for the E- 


quity and the Legality of my Concluſrons, as they 
are drawn from Warrantable Premiſes. 

As to the Coroners Jury, with a reſpect to the 
Verdi&#, I do here make uſe of ſeveral of their 
Enformations, which were Frankly Deliver'd, 
and they are as Faithfully Reported. I do not find 
that there was any Great Streſs laid upon the E- 
vidence before Them, that ſpake to the very 
Pzch of the Qzeſtiov. Only upon the Firſt day, 
while Bloud, or No Bloud was any part of the 


Debate, they ſtood it ont ; for they themſelves 


knowing that there was a Great Deal of Bloud, 
would not agree to find him Strazgled, to long 
as Bloud was inſiſted upon as an Argument that 
he Dy'd by the Sword. But upon the Saturday 5 
and after a whole Nights Conteſt, what to make 
on't : The Bloud, (that is to ſay the Demonſtra- 
tive Proof )) being quite laid aſide ;, the Surgeons 
continued of Opinion that he was Strargled,and 
the Qzeſtion being a Surgeons-Matter, the Jury re- 
feen'd themſelves, and Agreed upon theVerdi@. 


FT Ult as I was Finiſhing the Hiſtory of Ore Popiſh 
Marther, up ſtarts Another. 


Upon the 3oth of Farnary Laſt paſt, about Nine 
at N7ght there was found,in Parkers Lane, among 


the Dunghills, the Trunk of a Murther d and Diſ- 
membred Body of a Man. The Thighs, Legs, and 
Arms were taken up Next Morning, from under 


a Houſe of Office in the- Savoy ; Drippings of 


a 2 Bloud 


To Poſterity. 


1zid fecn on the IVallz and the Head found in 
Azotrer Common Place of Eaſement,in the Strand, 
near ater Exchange. 

This Tranical Sto ry rais'd ſich a Hab»b, of Ru- 
mour and Di {, coiirſe allore the Kingdom, that 
This Particular Aſſajjunate was moſt Induſtriouſly 


Repreſented, as no Gther , then the Earneſt of 


an Orniverſal Maſſacre. lnſomuch, that there 
was hardly an Eminent Proteſtant Divine, but 
they were preſently. Fittine His Head to This 
Bodies Shoulders. It fell oat unluckily enough, 
that a Convle of poor Tournymen TFoyners, that 
were taken Notice of to be more Buſie then 
Ordinary, about the Plac? That might where 
the Body was Laid, were Then, and Committed 
upon't: And in my Conſcience, it would have 
cone FH. 7rd with'em, it God's Providence had 
not Order d fuch a Diſcovery, Another way, as 


Cleard theſe Two Men to All Purpoſes of 


any Pothbility of being Grilty of the goo 
I take Freedom to Diſcourſe the Caſe thus 
far, 11 regard that they have been already taken 
to Cr ted; ';, Examin'd, Producd, and Acquitted, 
by the Corozers Inqueſt. 
The Criz7iz4ls, upon the Other Acovmine are 


n the nand of the Law, and it will not become 


Ae to Anticipate the Fndgment of a Corrt of Ju- 
F ice, by any Ger eral, or Particular Previous Deſ- 
ivy npon the Point 1n 2reſtiorr, I lnall only 
ſay, that "Hy the hole Matter ( what ever the 


Town may Talk to the contrary ) has paſsd 
through 
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through my Hands; As the Diſcovery of the 
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Head ; the Proving of That Head to be the Hear! 4 
of Aubry ; and the Proving Thoſe 2varters allo | Ty 
that were found in the Savoy, to belong to the FT 


ſame Body. Smce All This 1s True 3 I fay, ( as i. 
Sir Roberz Clark ,, and ſeveral] others will bear 1300 
me Witneſs) and that A// the Enformations, Every op 
One of them, fell under My Particular Care ; bh 
( Three only Excepted , wherein Juſtice Lugg 6 
Joyn'd with me ) I have ſome Right, Methinks, Fo 
for the Credit of Truth, and of »7y ſelf, to ſpeak we 
a Word or Two on the Safe Side of the Queſtion. 8 

The Story of the Body, the Blond, the Quarters, EY 
&c. being All put together, furniſh'd Matter 4 


44 & 


{elf of Sir Edmnndbury Godfrey was Nothing to't: 
Inſomuch that a man could hardly Walk the 


for ſo Terrible a Relation, that the Phant6x:e it 


Streets, without being Flapt in the Mouth, with 


a | Will you believe Now that Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey was Murder d by the Papiſts ? |] I recci- 
ved a Penny-Poſt Letter upon the Occaſion, which 


the Reader ſhall have as Cheap here as [ had it. 


Sir, I underſtand that you are 3Vriting a Book to 28 
Prove to the World that Sir Edmundbury God- Ws 
frey Murder'd Himſelf. It world be a Work Equal- 
ly Acceptable to T his Nation, to Demonſtrate that 


the Perſon lately found Muyrthcred, did Cut off his Ix; 
Orn Arms and Leges , and then with his Own Were 
Hands did Cut off his Own Head, and Order'd _ i 
bis IrunktobeCarryed, and left upon gs Dunehill £8 
a 4 712 ' "7 
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To Poſtertty. 
in Parkers-Lane, and there to receive Burial 45 
Heret1ques Deſerve. 


Yours. 
Philo-dicas. 


This Letter 1s a Specimen of the Humour, both 
of the Seaſon, and of the People, that are ſo 
Forward to Erect Articles of Faith upon Viſtonary 
Hlifrons. Tis a Thing Incredible, what a Con- 
courſe of People Met Every Day and Hour, in 
Yhoals, to ſee the Dreadful ſight of the Bloud at 
the Savoy - What Romances upon it 5 What 1n- 


ferences, and Applications, as if Every Drop of 


Proteſtant Blond in the Peoples Veins were to go 
the ſame Way with That upon the Savoy-Wall. But 
to ſee now, how the Juſt Goodneſs of Heav'n 
has Tarr'd All This, to the Reputation of God- 
frey's Caſe, inſtead of Confounding it. For let 
the Preſent Marder be Fix'd where it will ; the 
Bloud at the Savoy will have No Part at all in 
That Story : lo that T hope the Srare of this Pre- 
fence, for the Abuſing, the Embroiling, and the 
Tumnultuating of the Common People, when they 
ſhall Diſcern how Dargeroxs, and how Mali- 
cious the Cheat was, may turn to their Advarn- 


tage. Methinks 1t ſhould make them Carctal, 


Wrat to Believe, and Whom to Truſt - And fay 
to Themſelves; Inftead of { Here's the ſecond 
Part of the Murder of Sir Edmundbury God- 


freys Aere's the ſecond Part of the Jmpolture of 


That Pretended Murder. 


T 
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| 
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To Poſterity. 

© T cannot have a Better Occaſor, or a Better 
Place, for the Expoſing of This Spiteful Sham, 
then That which I am now upon; And I can- 
not better do it, then by ſetting forth the Truth 
of That Busneſs of the Bloud : And that it was 
a Sort of Bloud, which they that would have it 
Thought to be Pzoteſtant Bloud are not fo Ten- 
der of Spilling. I mult Defire the. Reader to 
take Notice here, that Murder, 1s of No Religion: 
and that Truth,is of All Religions that ever were 
under the Sun. But for the Clearer 1uſtration of 
the Matter, I ſhall here ſubjoyn ſeveral Enfor- 
-1ations thatIhave taken concerning This Bloyd - 
And it is Defir'd, that an Exquiry may be made 
by any man that has the Leaſt Doubt upon him, 
whether All the Circumſtances of ze, Place, 
and Perſons, in Theſe Following Depoſitions, be not 
True in Every Point, according to the Known 
Matter of Fatt. | 


M;dd.) The Enformation of Dr. Richard 
& of. Lambeof the Pariſh ofSt.Clements 
Weſt. Danes, Feb. 7. 160 4 


AITH, that upon Sunday Morning the 29th 
k_) of January Laſt Paſt, Mr. Hall one of the 
Fathers in the Savoy, finding himſelf Ill with the 
Spitting of Bloud, ſent for this Enformant ( 25 ap- 
pear d by the Meſſage) to come to the ſaid Mr.Hall, 
and let him Blond : The ſaid My. Hall telling This 
Enformant, that it was by the Order of Sir George 
Wakeman. Ard this Enformant went according- 


ly. 


To Poſterity. 
tj, and Open'd a Vein, taking a Quantity of Bloud 
trom him according to bis Order. 

And ſaith, That on the Morning following, This 
En 'nformzant went again to the Savoy, and Oper'd a 
Vein for Mr. James Cook, and likewiſe for John 
Taylor. Having let My. Hall Blond in a Roone 


One pair of Stairs, in the Preſence of ſeveral Peo- 


ple: Mr. Cook being let Bloud Three pair of 


Stairs High 5 and John Taylor i» the Kitchin. 


Jurat. die & Anno ſt- 


pradict. Coram Me Richard Lambe. 
Ny, LEftrange, 


Mid. The Enformation of Francis Hun- 
& [21]. ter of the Savey, Taken upon 
Weſt. Oath, Feb. 9. 1682. 


ATITH, That on Munday, Jan. 3o. 1684. 7 
_) the Morning, This Enformant held the Por- 
ringer to My. James Cook, while Mr. Lambe let 
him Bloud.,in a Room Three pair of Stairs High. 
Jurat. die && 


An. Grate 7 Francis Hunter. 


The Enformation of Johz! Taylour of the $4 
v0y, Taken upon Oath, Feb. 9. 169. 


ohh That pon Munday, Jan. 30. 1687. 
,_) inthe Mornine, Dr. Lamb let [his Enformant 
Bloud in the Savoy-Kitchen. al 

nd 
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To Poſterity. 
And ſaith, that about One, the Cook threw the 
Bloud out at the Kitchin-Window. 


Jurat. die & Anno The Mark, - 0 
ſupradict. | John * -Taylour 


The Enformation of Mr. James Cook, of the 
YAUOy, GC. 


AITH, That Mr. Lambe came to This En- 
\ 3 formant, upon Munday Morning the 3oth 


of January Laſt paſt, and let him Bloud : And 


that This Enformant ſeeing the Bloud yet ſtanding 


in the Porringer on the Day following, One ask;d 
This Enformant what he meant to do with the 
Blond.to let it ſtand ſo long 2 And ſo hetook it and 
threw it out at the Window into the Thames. 
And This Enformant heard that Bloud was ſeen 
pore the Wall, and at the Bottom where it fell 3, 
but This Enformant did not ſee it. EN 

And This Enformant ſecing People about the 
Bloud under the Window, and RefleFing upon the 
Limbs that were there found, bad the Cook not Waſh 
the Porringer, for People might poſſubly come to 
ſearch about it. 


Jurat. die & Anno 


James Cooke 
{upradict. 


The 
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following, he ſaw Mr. Allen throw out Mr. Hall's 


To Poſterity: 


Alidd. The Enformation of Peter Bayly, 
& { of the Pariſh of St. Martins in 
Weftm. . the Fields, Taken upon Oath, 
Jan. 9. 1687. 


\ H IS Enformant ſaith, that upon Monday, 

the Zoth.of January, 168. About one of the 

Clock, , he was in the Kitchin belonging to the 
Schools in the Savoy, where he ſaw two Porringers 
of Blond, which he was told was the Bloud of Mr. 
Cook, and of John Taylor. And that he this 
Enformant ſaw the Cook throw out the Bloud of the 
ſaid John Taylor ( as he was fold it was ) ont of the 


Kitchen Window. | 
Jurat die & An- | 
no Supradict. PeterÞayly, 


The Enformation of Tenativs Walters, of the Sa- 
voy, taken upon Oath, Feb. 29. 1682. 


AITH, that on Sunday, Jan. 29. 1684. This 
k) Enformant held the Porringer to Mr. Hall in 
the Great Room up One pair of Stairs, while Mr, 
Lambe let hinz Bloud. 

And faith, That on Tueſday Morning zext 


Bloud ; and Mr. Cook throw his Own, out at the 
Kitchen-Window. And that on the Monday 4- 


bove 


3 To Piſtertty. Wl. 

| Dove, this Enformant ſaw John Taylor let Bloud, wes 

» | and this Enformant threw it out of the Aforeſaid " 
i ® Window the ſame A fternoon. | Jt 4 
> | And this Enformant faith, That a little of the "460 
© Blond ſiuckupon the Wall toward the Thames,which 10 
was at brufhed off till the Thurſday following. | i 

| Jurat? die & An- : A 
|} no ſupraditt. Ignatrus Walters. » 
Jl: 4 
- | % 
; There never were Two Shams better Match'd. "1 
. {7} and the World could never have Furniſhed me N, 
witha more Azſpicious Entrance into my Story of 1:29 
, | Godfrey, then this of Aubry. ( For Dennis Aubry Ws 


/ 1s the Name of this Myriher'd Perſor.) I ſpeak as WI8 
to the Emprovement of a Prodigions Miſchief out Cf 
of a Falſe, and a Scandalous Foundation : Only for "108 
the Honour of This Latter, the Other was much : | 
the Groſſer Impoſiure of the Two,as will more and Ss 
more appear, upon-a thorough Peruſal and Con- 
frderation of this Enſaing Treatiſe. h 
As to the Method and Diſpoſition of the Mat- 1 Wt 
ter in hand ; I have Divided the Whole into Two » 3 
Parts 3 and Each Part into Chapters, with Con- +116 
tents to them.,that will do the Office of a Table. 
And I have further, (for the Stopping of All 
Mouths ) Depoſited the Originals in the Paper- 
Office, to the End, that whoever Doubts whe- 
ther they are Aythentique or not, needs go no 
further for fatisfa&tion then to the Bundle it ſelf, 
as 1t remains there, under the Title of [ Enfo2- 


mations concerning the Death of Sir Edmundtury 
Godfrey, THE 
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CHAP. L 


Sir Edmundbury Godfrey did certainly Dye 
violent Death 5 and William Bedloe and Miles 
Prance took upon them to Diſcover the Myrthe- 
rers, and the Marther. 


HERE never was, perhaps, ſuch a Myſtery 
made of a Plain Caſe, as we have had in the 
Bus'tieſs of Sir Edmundbery Godfrey ; That 1s 

to ſay ; Concerning the Hamer of his Death may 

JE ane 5 


A * The Myſtery of the Death 


Time;, The Place ;, The Occaſion of it ; and by what 
Hands He Fell: And All This only for want of Taking 
dice Meaſures in the Tracing and Timing of Things. 

For Whoever draws Inferences, Hand-over-Head, from 
Bold Allegations, to Certainty of Fatt; or from Poſiti tive 
Oaths, to the Truth of every Thing that is Sworn, 
without Further Enquiry, or Examination, will find 
himſelf Mightily Miſtaken upon the Subject here in 
Iflue. 

To do This as it ſhould be done, there muſt a Re- 
gard be had to the Order, both of Time, and of Con- 
nexion ;, the Date, the Series, and the Sxcceſſion of 
Things, Apart ; with the Reaſons, and Conuntenances of 
Afﬀairs, as they ſtand in the Context. It will Need but 
a very ſhort Dedudtion: to bring down the Courſe of 
This Story into the Proper Channel, by laying open 
the Naked Fatt of Sir E. B. G's D yinp a Violent Death : 
By ſhewing Who they were that "6 upon them to De- 
tec the Iurtherers, and to Prove the Murther ; and 
how Goafrey's Name came Originally into the Story ; 
which, as they pretended, was the Occaſion of his 
Death. This 1s it that I propoſe for the Argument of 
my Firft Chapter, and Thence to Proceed, Step by 
Step, and in a Natural Method from one Point to 
another. 

The Firff Queſtion will be, Whether or No the Mur- 
ther was Committed in Manner, and Form, as the Wit- 
neſſes Swear it was, at Somerſet-houſe ? The Second 
Point will be This. In Caſe it ſhall appear that he 
was Not Murther'd at Somerſer-houſe, or by ſuch Per- 
fons, or by ſnch earns, or upon ſuch a Grudge, as 
Prance and Bealge ſwear he was ; In what Place, by 
what ſnſtruments, in what Way, and by what Inſtiga- 
twon, Was he Murthered ? Theſe Two Contiderations 
ſhall be laid indificrently before the Reader, in a Di- 


{triþution of this Diboarke, reſpeCtivelv, into Two 
P arts. 


S 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. 3 


Parts, without Beſpeaking One Partial Word or Thought 
upon the whole Matter. SIE 

As to the Iwo Waitneſles that gave Teſtimony in 
This Cauſe, they had no more Skill in the Merits of ir, 
then the Next Caſt of Parrors in the Price of A/monds - 
Þut there was an [rtrigze of State driven on, under the 
Cover of a Jeſuitical Confederacy, which render*d it 
Neceſlary, at That Time, to make the Papiſts as O7i- 
o4s as they could, and to lay all Judgments and Cala- 
mities, as well Publique, as Private, at their Door. 
As, among others, 'I his Unhappy Miſcarriage of Sir 
E. B.Godjrey for One: So that we are to Conſult the 
Popiſh Plot for the Popiſh Idrrther : The Latter being 
made ſo Eſſential a Part of the Former, that there's No 
Diſbelicving the One, without Ridiculing the Other - 
But how Theſe [wo came to be Incorporated into 


"Dre Tatereſt and Deſign, will Deſerve a Place by it ſelf. 


Dr. Tong was hardly ever without a Plot in his Head, 
and a Per in his Hand, The One Bred the Maggots, 
and the Orver Vented them : As his Roya! Martyr,for Ex- 
ample; His Feſuits Aſſaſſins, and other Writings of 


, his under the Title of Caſes, or Narratives : which 
Narratives were Transform'd, with One Breath of 


Otes's, into Damnable Conſpiraciess Now Narrative 
in thoſe Days, was only a Modiſh Name for a Roman- 
tique Forgery. "This was the Riſe of the Do@or's Popiſh 
Plot ; He took the Idea of it from Habernfeld ; Sent 
Otes among the Jeſuits, for Hints, and Materials; and 
{o away Trudges he to YValladolid,and after that to St. 
Omers, where he ſtays a while, and then comes back 
again to his Principal, Charg'd with Minntes of Names. 
Times, Places, Cuſtoms, &c. Tong Pounds them into 


One Confettion, and according to the Text, Exod, Ch. 


32. Ver. 24. [ There came out this Calf. ] 


D 2 Tis 


4 The Myſtery of the Death 
The Projett being now form'd, and Diſtributed ints 
Articles, Tong preſented a Copy of them, in a Narra- 
tive, tO his Late Majeſty upon the Thirteenth of Auguſt, 
I 678. Plying the King with Freſh Informations and fur- 
ther Importunities, till toward the End of September fol- 
lyuwiag ; but inſtead of gaining Credit by the Pretence 
of Additional Confirmations and Diſcoveries, His Maje- 
{ty came by Degrees to be Fully poſleſt in the Conclu- 
fion, That tre hole Frain of the Hiſtory was no better 
N then, a Down-right Impoſture. The King's Hardneſs of 
<Bchlict, was quickly ſmoak*d by the Plor-maſter, and his 
even, Inſomuch, that though they could not To- 
:l'y take the Matter out of His Majeſties Hand, T hey 
did what they could yet, by a Side-Wind, to Transfer 
| the Cauſe, from the Privy-Council, to the Parliament ; 
where they made themſelves ſure before-hand; of 2 
Majority to bid it Welcom, In Order herennto, Sir E. 
B. Godfrey was Earneſtly preſſed, and with much Diffi- 
| culty prevall'd upon, Sept. 6. 1678. to Swear Otes to 
Tong's Narrative ; and likewiſe to take his Oath over 
again, to the ſame Copies; with Freſh and further Enfor= 


Depolitions were preſented by Tong, That very Morn= 
ng, to the King and Cornncil. 

"While Matters were thus Depending; Sir E.B. Goa- 
B fr ey went from his Houſe on Saturday, the 1 2th of Otto- 
"vl ber F ollowing; And No Tidings what was become of 

"Th him, till 7 ÞDurſday the 17th. when he was found, to- 
vat: ward the Keri in a Ditch, with: his own Sword 
\F| through his Body, at, or near a Place Calld Prim-Roſe- 
IL, "Hill. The Coronors Inqueſt ſate upor't, but adjourn'd 
f to the Day Following, and Then-gave up their Verdict, 
2.6. [Tl et le was Adurther *d by divers Perſons Unknown, 
A x &c. } October 26th. His Majeſty Emitted a Proclamatios 
4 if for the Ditcovery of the Arither 07's, wherein are thei 
# | | AV ors. 
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of Sir E.B. Godfrey Onfolded. N 


His Majeſty is graciouſly pleaſed hereby to promiſe ts 
any Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall make ſuch a Diſcovery, 
whereby the ſaid IMurther ers,or any of them,ſhall be Appre- 
hended, the Sum of Five Hundred Pound, which ſhall be 
immediately paid down upon ſufficient Teſtimony, that ſuch 
Perſons or Perſon are, or 1s Guilty of the ſaid Murther : 
And if any one of the Iurtherers ſhall diſcover the reſt, 
mhercby They, or any of them, ſhall be apprehended, ſuch 
Diſcoverer ſhall not only be Pardon'd his Offence, but ſhall 
in ke manatr receive the ſaid Reward of Five Hundred 
Pound. 


On the Thurſday folowing, upon a Suggeſtion that 
there were People would come in to diſcover the Mur- 
ther, if it were not for the Danger of being Mnrther- 
ed themſelves in Revenge ; His Majeſty was graciouſly 
pleasd, by Arzarther Proclamation, to add an Aſſurance 
of Proteftion to the former Promiſe of Pardon, and 
Reward; 1o that here was 1ndemnity, Mony, and Security 
offered to the faireſt Bidder, and it fell to the Lot of 
W. Bedloe { or rather Beddoe) to be the Man. We ſhall 
reſerve the Conſideration of his Character, and of his 
Evidence for Another Place. 

The Second Proclamation was not Eight-and-Forty= 
Hours-Old, when a ſudden Freak took him in the Head 
of making a Step from Zomdon to Briſtol, and there 
was a Gentlewoman 1n his Company that went down 
to her Parents there, by the ſame Paſſage. They were 
no ſooner .come to their Inn at Newberry, but Bedloe 
CalPd preſently for Per, 1:k, and Paper, to write, he 
ſaid, to Secretary Coventry, The Woman ſaw the 
Writing, Scaling, Swperſcribing, and the ſending away 
of the Letter by the Poſt : She Read rhe Swperſcri;tion 
tqo, but conld not get any thing from him of the 
Contents, more then This, That if the Buſineſs of that 

B 3 Leticr 


SIN The Myſtery of the Death 


T etter ſucceeded, he would preſent . her with a Diamond 
Ring (being a ſmall Sum of Mony in her Debt, it ſeems) 
And he ſaid Farther, that he expected to recelve an 


Anſwer of That Letter at Briſtol, which accordingly 
he did receive with a Letter Enclos'd to. the Mayor of 


Briſtoll mm the Terms Following, 


Whitehall, Nov. 2. 1678. 


Air. Bedloe, 6 

Have Received your Letter of October Zothe 
and ſhall be glad to ſee you here with all the Con- 
venient Speed you can, but whereas you deſrre to 
come (as got Expreſs it) Clandeſtinely, and not 
to be fcen by Thoſe People that ſent you out of I own, 
and yet would have me give you an Order to the 
Mayor of Briſtoll, for your Appearance before Me: 
Theſe two Things ſeem to be Inconſiſtent. ou may, 
if you think Fit, come-up of your ſelf, as Privately 
as you Can, without the Knowledge of the Mayor, or 
any other Perſon, being under No Reſtraint, as [ 
ſuppoſe you are Not. But if you Judge it Conveni- 
ent that Mr. Mayor be acquainted with your coming, 
1 have written a ſhort Letter to him here-Encloſed 3 
«nd have ſent you a Copy of it, that you may conſider 
whether you will make uſe of it or No. I know not 
whom jou iwvan by | Thoſe People that ſent you 
out of Town; ] but when you come to Town, 1 will 
take the moſe Effetual Conrſe I can for your Safety 
and ProteFion : I am ] 


'To Mr.IW. Bedloe at Your Humble Servant, 


Mr. 1. 7ones's houſe H. Coventry. 
in Broadſtreet, Briſtoll, . MT. 


4 ee od ; —_ 
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Mr. Secretary Coventry's Letter to the Mayor of 
| Briſtoll, Nov. 2. 1678. 


_ Worthy Sir, 

T2 being ſome Special Occafion for Mr.Wil- 
| liam Bedloe, ( now reſiding in your City ) 
fo make his Appearance before me, 1 have thought it 
fit hereby to acquaint you with it, deſrring you to fa- 
vour and further his ſpeedy coming hither, with ſuch 
Orders and DireGions as you (hall think neceſſary, 
if he ſhall apply himſelf to you in that behalf : But 
becauſe Secrecy is to be us d in This matter, I muſt 
intreat you to keep it Private, ſo as No Notice may 
be taken thereof. 1 am with much Truth, Sir, 


Yonr Aﬀe&ionate Humble Servant, 


H. Coventry. 


I ſhall only obſerve here, that Notwithſtanding 
Bealoe's Caution of Privasy, he had the Vanity to make 
his pretended Diſcovery a Work of Noiſe, and Cla- 
mor : For he got himſelf to be taken up at Noon-day 
upon the Tolzey, with hundreds of People Crowding 
about him ; and the Multitude were not only Witneſ- 
ſes of the Seiſxre, but made Privy alſo to the Bus*neſs, 
which was as Publique as a Street-Rnmonr, and his Af- 
fefFation of being taken Notice of, could make it. 
From Briſtoll he was Convey'd to Londen, where he 
was Immediately Dubb'd a Captain, and a Kings Evi- 
acuce. By This Timely Application, he got the Start 
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8 The Myſtery of the Death 


however of All Other Pretenders, to the Five-FHun- 
ared-Pound-Reward. 2 

It was upon the 5th. of November, 1678. that he 
Left Briſtol, and upon St. Thomas day following, Miles 
Prance, a Silver-Smith, was taken into Cuſtody upon 
Suſpicion of being one of the Afaſſins. He Deny'd 
All, at Fir5, and fo by Fitts, went off and on, Afrer- 
waras, till the Condemw?d Hole in Newgare, with the 
help of the Earl of Shaftsbury, open'd his Eyes, and 
brought him in the End, todo the Office of a Neceſſa- 
ry, and a Ticrough-pac'd-Evidence. 


Cray. II. 


Why, and How the Pretended Murther of Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfrey was made a Branch of the 
Pretended Plot, Exhibited by Dr. Tong and 


Titus Otes. 


O Talk of a PRETENDED Aurther, and of a 
PRETENDED Plot, may look perchance like a 
prejudging of the Cauſe; and if 1t were a Stage, as It 
is a State-Plot, It would nat, I muſt Confeſs, be ſo 
Maſterly, to foreſtall the Readers Curioſity by telling 
Him the Secret ſo ſoon : But in a Cafe of Truth, Hone- 
ſty, and Conſcience, I] take the Readieſt Way to the 
clearing of the Point, to he the Beſt; Beſide, That 
even if the very Fat, both of the Ore, and of the 
Other, werc, to a Tittle as *tis Reported to be, it 
would go no further then PRETENDED Str:l/; That 
5s to ſay, with a Reſpect to the Reorters, if they 
SE  - 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey -Urnfolded. J 


Swear Poſitively to more then they Know. But for Pre- 
tended, or Not Pretended, we'll let That Paſs, and 
come ſhort tb the Firſt Member of this Diviſion, that 
Is toſay, [WHY J] was the Adurther, &c. made a 
Branch of the Plot ! 

There was at That Time, a Real Conſpiracy upon 
the Wheel, under the Countenance of another in ſion ; 
and the Hopes of the Oze, Depended entirely upon 
the Reputation of the Other ;, for the Peoples Aﬀections 
are as Neceſſary to a Rebellion, as their Fingers; and 
for One Man that Heartily Eſpouſes the Wickedneſs, and 
the Malice of a Sedition, a Body may Honeſtly reckon 
upon a Hundred, that are Trick'd into it, by a Plau- 
ſible Cheat : Now the Heat of Otes's Plot was, by This 
Time, pretty well CooPd, and the Republican Pra- 
clices Conſequently at ſome ſort of Srtazd, Men be- 
gan to Hearken, to Enquire, to Lay Things and Things 
Together, and to Examine Matters ; to Carry their ow: 
Heads upon their ow? Shoulders : Again, to Judge for 
Themſelves, and to ACt like Reaſonable Creatures, They 
began, I ſay, to make Uſe of their Own Eyes, and 
Unaerſtandings, and to Try if they could find the 
way Home again, without the help of a Dog and a Bell. 
The Swppoſed Conſpiracy, they ſaw, had but One Single 
Teſtimony to ſppport it : And That,a Blaſted one too : 
Nay, the Narrative it ſelf was found to be only Noſe, 
without Prosf. But in-fine ; what with This, That, and 
TPother,the Caufe, (in Common Reputation at leaſt ) was 
een giving up the Ghoſt; for want of Yaricty,as well of 
Matter, as of Witneſſes, to keep the Life and Soul to- 


gether on't.But at Length, through a Wonderful Pro-. 


vidence (as Providence went Then-a-Days,) both theſe 
Wants were ſupply?d, by Bedloe and Prance ;, and a Se- 
cond Fraud made uſe of,to Prove the Truth of theFormer. 
So it was, in finc, That Tongs and Otes*s Devil had becn 
quite Sark, they ſaid, if the Two New Conrreors had 
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fo The Myſtery of the Death 

not Call'd him Up again. The Matter in Brief, was 
ſo Manag'd, that the Jdurther was to prove the 
Plot, and the Plot, to Prove the Murther : Witneſs 
the Streſs that was laid npon the Matter at All Tryals, 
in fayour of the Truth, and Providence of the Diſcove- 
7y. Nay, they went ſo Inſeparably hand in hand to- 
gether, that [/Who Murther'd Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ?] 
was the Common Refuge'of People that were run up 
#0 the Wall, upon That Controverſic. Inſomuch, that 
it Stopp'd All Mouths, and Anſwered” all Objections. 
The Pretended Conſpiracy it ſelf, as I was a-ſaying, 
had as much need of a Second, as the Witneſs; and 
when Otes and his Works came once to be Blown up- 
on, they were, in their own Deferce, to find out ſome- 
thing elſe that was Horridin Fa#, to Bolſter up the 
Reputation of the Guns, Daggers, Pilgrims and Con- 
ſalrs, that never had, any Being in the Nature of 
Things, further then in Imagination, And People be- 
gan to make their Obſervations alſo, that though 
there was Time enough allow'd before the Diſcovery, 
for. the Uttermoſt Execution of the whole Villainy ; there 
was not ſo much as an Inch of Match found ; Not a 
Flask of Powder, or a Dark Lanthorn, toward the 
bringing of 1t to Efe& : No, not ſo much as one Snip 
of a Letter, or Commiſſion, to uphold the - Credit of 
the Pretexce; ſo that the Managers were exceedingly 
in the &gbt, under ſo many Difficulties and Diſapporat- 
ments, to calt the Weight of the Plot upon That Iſſue : 
For the Cry of a Popiſh Murther, and a Proteſtant Ju- 
ſtice, at that Time of the Day, was enough to lay 
the Three Kingdoms in Sackeloth and Aſhes ; Eſpe- 
clally with the Pulpits, Juries, News-Letters, and Coffee- 
Houſes to-friend. This was the Reaſon for That way 
of Proceeding, and their Expeftations were not decel- 
ved in the Event. ToConclude; as they found it 


Neceſſary to link the Plot and the Arriher On 
0 
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{> they made it, quite throughout, the Intereſt of the 
One to Aſſiſt toward the Belief of the Orher : And who» 
ever Diſputed the Murther , Afronted the Conſpiracy. 
Now if a PLOT or NO Ph, was the Queſtion, there 
needs no more to be ſaid upon the W HY and the 
WHEREFORE of the Bugnefs, then that the Whole 
wasAat Stake upon This Caſt. It was next to be Conli- 


 der'd, HOW, 72. .e. upon what Pretexrt, by what fears 


and Methods this Pretended further was made a Branch 
of the Pretended Plox. 
- It happen'd very Unluckily, that the Pretended Po- 
piſh Meurther ſhould fall upon him that took the Depoferi- 
ons of the Pretended Popiſh Plot : for it was This Accident 
that gave the Hint and Countenance, to the Alance 
that was afterwards Contracted betwixt them. The 
Fatt was Evident, and the Colour, Popular Enough, to 
ground an Impoſt ure upon : as if the One had been the 
Provocation, and the Other the Revenge. The Sham was, 
at Firſt, ſo F air, and Specious ;, the Comriveys, Promo 
ters, and Abettors of it, {o Induſtrions, and Powerfal, 
that i it went down in the General, without Chewing ; 
or if it happen*d to ſtick by the way, People were at 
ther Choice, whether they would Clock.) or have it 
Ramm'd down their Throats. It was,come to This, 


ſhort, That a Man might with more Credit and — Any 


rity give his Oath to Twenty Palpable Falſehoads, then 
Aſert one Generous, Righteous Iruth. 

The Firſt Step they made, was to gain an Enfor- 
mation of the Popiſh JMurther ; as a Point that could 
not Fail of bringing on an Enformation of the Popiſh 
Plor,im Courſe : for the Ice being once broken, the Two 
Perjuries, they knew would be Both of a Price. This 
they foreſaw, and Projected, and the Meaſures they 
took did not deceive them. Bealove could not ſpeak one 
Word to the Plor, at his Firſt Coming-in as a Witzeſs 
to the Mourther : and Prance upon his Firft Committment, 

rC- 
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rezonnc'd God over and over, if he knew one $yllable, 
either of the One, or of the Orher. But upon Second 
Thoughts, Theſe Two Diſcoverers came to ſee as far in- 
70 a Mill-tone as Otes Himſelf,and ſet up in a ſhort time 
for a Pair of Principal Pillars of the Cauſe; asw il ap- 
pear by the Evidence they give upon the wholeMatter. 

So ſoon as thoſe Sparks had deliver'd their Teſti- 
mony about the Tragedy of Godfrey, it was then but 
Croſs or Pile whether the Scene ſhould open at theWhite-= 
Horſe in the Strand, or at the Chappel-Gallery in Somer- 
fet-Houfe : Or in few Words, Whether they ſhould 
carry the: Murther to the Plot, or bring the Plot to the 
AAdurther : Kor ſo the Plot were in the Caſe, No Mat- 
ter how it came Zzto't. Briefly, they {wore the [| Need- 
Full} (as they call it) and in That Oath, Projected the 
Foundations of a New Heaven and a New Earth. 

Their #3r/t Step (as I ſaid) was, to Gain ſuch an 
Enformation : The Second was to Improve That Infor- 
mation, by ſetting the Stamp of a Yore upon it to make 
it paſs Current for the Diſcovery of a Plot + which 
was, in Truth, a kind of Naturalization. The Third 
Step was, to procure an Order for the Seizing of All 
the Perſons Nar'd in ſuch an Enformation, as Parties to 
The Conſpiracy, at which Bleſſed Rate, it was but ſay- 
ing WHO and WHO, to lay the Three Kingaoms at the 
Mercy of Half a Score Knights of the Poft. After ſuch an 
Enformation,ſuch a YVote,ſuch an Order, and ſuch aSeiſure, 
there follows an Aadreſs,an Indiftment,an Impeachment,a 
Tryal : and, after That, a Yerdift: By Vertue of which 
Verdi, all the Miſtakes that led to't are made Sacred, 
and Authentique : and T hen”s the Time for Declamatoryes, 
and Exaggerations ; And when the Conſcience, at Laſt, 
the Wiſdom, and the Juſtice of the Nation, come to 
be all Concern'd in the Eſpouſing of ſuch an Error, the 
Lord bave Mercy upon that People, untill Time, that 1s 


the Mother of Truth; and Experience, that is the 
| Davxghter 
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Daughter of Time, ſhall put Mens Heads and Hearrs ins 
their Right Places again. There was, in ſooth, fo 
much Application, and Artifice us'd, to give This fad 
Accident the face of a Popiſh Contrivance, Deſign, and: 
Execution, that they broach'd the Report of it as a 
Thing Reſoly/d, Paſs'd, and Done ;, even while Sir 
Edmund was yet living, to prepare People for the FitH- 


0 that was to Follow, Of this we ſhall fay ſomething 


hereafter. 

Upon the Firſt Rumour of his being Miſſing, there 
were ſeveral Surmiſes, of Fancy, and Conjetrre, put 
about, what might be Become of him ? One while he 
was Aurthered in Arnndell Houſe: Another while in 
My Lord Bellafis Cellar : And then again, the Duke of 
Norfolk?s Coach was ſeen to come from Prim-roſe-1Til? 
the Saturday that he went away : Bat in fine, Somerfer- 
Houſe was the Place they pitch'd upon ; and That They 
Stuck-to ; It was but Requriite, that it ſhould be a 
Popiſh Place £0 Anſwer a Popiſh Conſpiracy ; and Recon- 
clle it to a Popiſh Inteligence, For the Plot was at that 
Time Almoſt Cold in the Mouth, and they were fain to 
take in the Aurther to get Credit to the Treaſon. It 
was a 1 houſand Pitties, that when the Devil had Fur- 
niſhed them with ſo plauſible an Argument to work upon, 
they could find no better Pretence for the Strangling of 
him, then to get the Enformations out of his Hands. 
Bedloe ſwears indeed, that They Treated with him a- 
bout thoſe Enformations, before the Smothering of 
him [ berws.xt two Pillows, } But Prance ſwears that his 
Bus'nefs was done with a [ Twiſted Handkerchief } with 
out ſo much as the Ceremony of, by your leave, Sir Ed- 
moad; (which was much the Courſer way of the Two } 
But a Note by the By Now ; Why ſhould they ex- 
pect to find the Enformations {till ire his Pocket, that he 
had Taken, Some of them, a Fortnight, and Others, 
Five Weeks before ? Or what would it have availed 
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[4 The Myſtery of the Death 
them, if they had taken the Papers too, when they 
Diſpatched the Juſtice ? Could not Tong, and Ore:, 
(that they left behind them ) have Sworn the ſame En- 
formations Forty times over again, and have made 
them Fifty times ſtronger then they were at Firſt ? Be- 
tide that they had been in the Kings Hands Already, 
above Two Months before: To draw toward a Cloſe, 
when Bealoe had once Declar*d himſelf for their Turn, 
they wanted another Witneſs yet to Second Bedloe ; but 
Principally for the Tacking of the urther to the Plot ;, 
To which End they Swore Prarxce into the Nooſe, and 
left him 'I his Choice before him, Whether being 1:20- 
cent he would Corfeſs Himſelf to be a Afurtherer, and 
ſo Scape ; or Deny it, and Hang : But Charity began 
at home, and he Choſe the Perjury. By This Time 
they were a Gleek of Knaves ſtrong, to the Two Great 
Points : and every one of the Three Seconded the Other 
Two, both to the Plor, and to the Adurther : which 
was 2 Point well enough Order*d;, by the Contrivance 
of making the ſame Perſons, ( as Walſh, Pritchard, Le 
Phaire ) Parties to Both. 

The Authority of This Impoſture was Eſtabliſhed in 
ſuch a Manner, that there was no Touching the 
Aurther, without an Indignity to the Plot ;, nor any 
Touching the Plot, without Grating upon the Mur- 
ther : Nay the Somerſet-Houſe Relation was held to be ſo 
Azuthentique, that there was nothing to be Bated on'r, 
to the very Spright and the Ps{s-pot. They had an 
Excellent way too of Breaking into their Particulars, 
by a Previous Proof of the General Plot; which En- 
rag'd the Multitude, before ever they came to the 
Caxſe in Hand, to ſuch a Degree, that the Priſoner at 
the Barr was as good as Condemn?d before he was Heard, 
And Truſs d-up by the Sentence of the Rabble, for the 
Sins of his Fore- Fathers, This may ſuffice to ſhew the 
Reaſon, and the 44armer of making G oafrey's Aurther 


A 


2 Branch of the Popiſh Plot. It follows next to ſee how 


far Bedlve, and Prance, gave Evidence to them 


both in one, 


——. _ ” 
———— ——_— 


— IT 


\ Caae. III: 


Bedloe axd Prance Swore to the Plot as well as ts 
the Murther. 


H E Queſtion is not in This Place, whether Praxce 

and Fedloe, upon the Matter of Fat, {wore 1re 
or Falſe; but how far they Swore to the urther, and 
to the Plot, Both under Ore; and how far They took 
upon them to Swear to the Plor, over and above the 
Aſurtir ; And not to a Plot at Random neither, but 
Catcc:iſtically, (if a Body may ſo ſay) to the Parts, 
Branches, and Articles, Dire&ly, or Indireftly of Ortes's 
Narrative, Every Body knows that Bedloe came-In 
with a Cry only of Aurther in his Mouth ; but for the 
Conſpiracy, he Declared that he knew nothing at all 
on't; though ?tis likely enough, that another Five- 
Hundred-Pound-Proclamation for the Diſcovery of the 
Plot, might have refreſhed his Memory without Need 
of a Proinpter. And who knows but his Companttion 
might have wrought as Heartily upon him, in That 
Caſe, for fear of the Kings Life, as his Remorſe of 
Conſcience did in the Other, for the Death of Sir Ea- 
mundbury Godfrey. But I am now to bring my Chaprer 
tomy Text, and in the Firſt Place to take a ſhort View 
of the Evidence that Theſe Two Juſtice-Killers Deliver'd 
upon the Hiſtory of the Plor. The Informations I 
know are Many, Intricate, and Tedjous; but a mw = 
| Ya 
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16 The Myſtery of the Death 


ftraft of the Whole will ſerve my Preſent Turn, Every 
jot as well as Copies at Large : So that I ſhall Content 


my ſelf to make the Matter as Short, and as Orderly, 
as I can, without more Trouble, either to the Reader, 
or to my Self, then needs mult. 

To take the Thrid of the Story along with me, 
Upon the 5th. of November, 1678. Bedloe came from 
Briſcolf, upon This Adventure, directly for London, 
where he was Examin'd on the 7th. by the Two Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State, in the Preſence of His Late 
Majeſty, touching the Murther of Sir Edmundbury God.- 


frey ;; Declaring upon his Oath, at the ſame Time, 


that He could ſay Nothing at All to the Plot that was 
Then in Queſtion. And the Lords Joxrnal does Effe- 
Ctually hold forth as much as That comes to, upon the 
ſaid Examnuation, | 


Nov. 8. 1678. 


He Lord Treaſurer Reported by His Majeſties Diref&i- 

ons, that Yeſterday one William Bedloe was examind 
«t Whitehall concerning the Diſcovery of the Murther of 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, «nd that his Majefty bad gi- 
ven Order he ſhould be brought to give This Houſe an Ac- 
count thereof , Who being brought to the Barr,and having his 
Oath giver bim, made a Large Narrative to This Effet : 
That he was born in Monmouthſhire, and was of the 
Church of England till within theſe Two Years ;, that by 
Perſuaſion, and Promiſes from the Jeſuits, he was drawn 
over to them ;, that he 1s not in Orders He K NOWS that 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Murthered #2 Somer- 
{ct-houſe, &c. Lords Journal. 


From hence it appears that he had been Examin'd 
about the Mrrther,and that he was now to give an ac- 


count to the Lords of what he knew Concerning that 
a= 6B Mater: 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Orfolde:. I / 


/ 
Aatter : But when his Hand was once In, he was 
pleas'd, out of a Superabundant Zzal for the Safety 
of the King and his Goverament, and for the Prefer- 
vation of the Proteſtant Religion, to Launch out iniv 
the Depths of the Pl/or, with a Vew, and Sruppleineirtc:t 
Evidence : Wherein he fays further, that Valk and 
Le Phaire Enform*d him, that the Lord Bellaiſis ba4 4 


Commiſſion to Command Forces in the North, the Farl of 


Pow1s, 2 Sonth-Wales,and the Lord Arundel of War- 
der, had a Commiſſion from the Pope to grant Commiſ- 
ſions to whom he pleaſed ; that Coleman had becn a oreas 
Agltator 7 the Deſign againſt the king, and that be ak- 
ing the Jeſuits why they had not formerly told him what they 
had Defign'd concerning the Kings Death ; they Anſwer- 
ed, trar None but whom my Lord Bellaſſis gave Dire- 
tions for, were to know 1t : Deſired he might have 
Time to put the whole Narrative in Writing, which he 
had Begun; Azad being ashed, If he knew Titus Otes, he 
Deny*d it. Lords Journal, Nov. 8. 1678. 

But he had a Salvo for This afterwards, whico was, 
that he knew him by the Name of Ambro/e, not by 
the Name of Ores. Journal 29. 1678. And ſuch another 
Fetch he had in the Caſe of Whitebread : I ſpeak it with 
a Cantion, ſays he, That I never heard of Whitebread, 
that be was ſo very much Concern'd : And indicd Thad Io 
Reaſon to ſay ſo, becauſe I heard him my ſelf, and could 
not ſo well ſpeak from the Fiear-ſay of Another, Five Je- 
luits Tryals. P. 32. 


Immediately upon This Evidence, an Order was 
Paſs'd to make a Strict Search for Charles Walſh, Le 
Phajre, and other Suſpicious Perſons, &c. and an .Ad- 
dreſs, the Day following for a Proclamation againlt 
Conyers, Simmonds, Walſh, Le Phaire, Pritchard, and 
Cattaway, as Perſons Gyilty of the Damnable and 
Helliſh Plot, &c, 
if G N92 
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TH The Myſtery of the Death 


Nov. 12. 1678. The Lord Marqueſs of Winton 
reported, that the Committee appointed to take Examinations 
for the Diſcovery of the Zurther of Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey, have ſpent Many days therein, and do preſent the 
Houſe Two Examinations of Mr. William Bedloe ; and. 
ſome Examinations of ſeveral other Perſons. His Lord- 
ſhip ſaid, that the Lords Committees aid Conjure William 
Bedloe ro ſpeak Nothing but ruth, and he did in the Pre- 
ſence of God, as he ſhould Anſwer it at the Day of Fudg- 
ment , aſſure All to be true he had Depos d. Lords 
Journal. j 

Then the Examinations taken November the 8th. 1678. 
at the Committee of Lords for Enquiring into the Murther 
of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey were read, Lords 
Journal. | 

After he had fpoken to the 7urther, he proceeds, 
as before to the Plot ; but: not without Intermixing 
here and there a Word, even in the Depolitions touch- 
ing theurther,that Skew'd upon the Plot too ; | There 
was a Man tobe Kild, he ſays, that was a great Obſt a- 
cle of their Deſign. ] And then he ſpeaks Afterward [ Of 
the Principal Plotters of that Deſign againſt the King ; ] 
and ſo Paſles-on to his Evidence, about the Conſpiracy, 
under the Title of. | 


the Further Examinations of Willtam Bedloe 
being Sworn at the Bar. 


| Hy Monks at Doway told him the Deſign, he ſaid, 
and atter Four Sacraments of Secrecy,they ſent him 
to Harcourt a Jeſuit in Duke-ſftreet ; who Provided for 
him, and ſent him to Paris, &c. Le Phaire, Walſh, 
Priichard, and Lews told him what Lords were to 
Govern ; What Men to be Rais'd ; Forty Thouſand to 
he ready in Zondon ; What Succours to be Expected; Ter 


1 borſand from Flanders; Twenty or Thirty Thouſand Re- 
[10108's 


” 
bd 
Y 
Vs 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Unfolded. 15 


ligious Men, and Pilgrims, from St. Jago ; Hull to be 
Surpriz?d : But jult in the Godſpeed, the Plot was Diſ- 
cover'd. Le Phaire gave him a Sacrament of Secrccy ; 
They told him Who and Who were to be killd ; and 
the Men that were to do the Work. Le Phaire {a d 
further, that Conyers was My Lord Bc/laſſis*s Confeſſor, 
and Comnmnicated his Orders; and that they were 
reſolv'd, if any Plotters were Taken, to Diſpatch 
*ern before they could be brovght to a Tryal, or to 
Burn the Priſon. And he Depoſes moreover, tiat Le 
Phaire, Pritchard, Lemis, Keines, Walſh, and others 
had often told him, [ That there was not a Roman Catho- 
lique m England, of any Quality or Credit, but was ac- 

ainted with this Deſign of the Papiſts, and had 
ceived the Sacrament from their Father-Confcſſors, to te 
Secret aad Aſſiſt ant in the Carrying of it oa, Lords 
Journal, Nov. 12. 1678. 

Oz the 18th. of November, 1678. He Deliver'd an 
Enformation upon Oath concerning the Plot, to the Lord 
Chief Juſtice , in the Speakers Chamber, which was in 
Effeet, but ſo much over again; adding only that the part 
aſſign'd him, was to bring and carry Orders and Connſels, 
and all other Intelligences from One Army to Another, upon 
All occaſuons, he knowing every Part and Road of England 
and Wales. | 

That about the Latter end of April, or the beginniis 
of May laſt was a Twelvemonth, about Six a Clock in the 
Afternoon there was a Conſult held in the Chappel-Galle- 
ry at Somerſet-Houſe, where were preſent the Lord Bella- 
tis, and, he thinks, the Lord Powis, A177. Coleman, Le 
Phaire, Pritchard, Latham, ard Sheldon ; and Iwo 
French-nien 17 Orders, whom he took to be Abbots, and 
two other Perſons of Quality, but did not ſee their Faces, 
and Others : Amongſt Them, the Queen: And further 
tat Coleman and Pritchard told him, that after the 
Conſult, the Queen Wept at what was propo;*d there, but 
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20 The Myſtery of the Death 

was Over-f rſiwaded to Conſent, by the Streagth of Tws 
French-men's Arguments : That he was below walking 1 
the Ch appet at the Time of the Conſult, with others, Kc. 
That after the Conſult, the Qneen came through the Room 
where the Prieſts Dreſs'd T hemſelves, and that he then ob- 


ſervd ſome Alteration ia her Majeſties. Council Chamber, 


Nov. 27. 1678.7] And fo he runs 62 into a Ramble of his 
carrying Letters for France 3 and Treaſonous Diſcourſes 
bumixt Stapiiton and Himſclf, at Cambray, ©c.] All 


of the ſame Fatch with the other. 


Preſently upon This Enfprmation, there Follow'd 
ian Adareſs for Removins the QUEEN, and all ner Fa- 
2 1), and A1YPAPISLS, and REEVIED or SUSPE- 
CT'ED Papiſts from his Ma tSities Court at Whitehall} 
There 1$ one remarkable Depolition yet behind, that 
was taken before tho Council, JHAC 2.4, 1679. UPON 
3 Subject of the Conſult lait above mentioned ; 

hich 1s not vpon any Terms to be Paſs'd over, for 
Reon: to be given hereatcer. 

© br} ings the Oren into the Plot of Poyſoniag thc 
Cir, PET Mn band, by the Hand of Sir Go. Wakeman : 


AS S#8* 


Ahd ay & Eat {Ze jZ im}ulf being tre Latter Part of tie 


11cL 


$99; Sumpeer ia Harconrt?s Ch, amber, Sir Geo. came 17 


E1ijf 
{}12C7 6 C $17 A i 4 VCAL ti, ſa Y:. is 5 EL by j ould / be ſo DrilPd 
ai, and Slip! ted, when I Lol Undertah, en fo great Work 


4 


E491 4 been DYOmMsS "08 PAny T houf, andas ? &C. ] Harcourt 


herer; 02, Wert and took, a Paper ont - his Cabinet :, which 
for a While be beld in bis Hard, telling him be had been at 
VWhitchail rr Fetch That Paper and rEr.Cupon read 1 
to bim, cud it was a Bill for 2000 1. writtes by the Quecrs 
Order, &t. He 11 turther ſaith, that wen Harcourt 
farwes the [aid Bill for 20c0 1. to Sir Geo. Wakeman, 17 
the Deponents Preſence, Sir Geo. axed Harcourt, Who 
thc Deponent was ? ca which, Harcourt reply 4, [T1 


one Whom we haye Enti uſted, n0T 108 fo Great a Work 
2s 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Unfolded. 21 


as Yours, but ina Work next to That ;] by which be 
ſuppoſes, was meant the Death of Sir Edrmundbury God- 
frey. Council Chamher, June 24. 1679. ] Harcourt 
owning alſo to Bedloc, that the Great Work was £9 Poy- 
ſon the king. 

He ſays Moreover, that at a IMeetins, where ſeveral of 
them were together, le heard them Exvrcſs great D; fſatis- 
fattion that there had been ſo many Oppor tmities loſt of Kit- 
ling the King wi he was at W indfor, and therefore 10 
repair the fa there went E1ght of his after the K1 IT 
to Newmarket ; takino Horſe from Harcourt's Lodring 


' at Four in the Afternoon, whereof Grove, and Picke- 


ring, were 1 wo. 

But not to be Endleſs; IT find a Charge of hetwixt 
Thirty and Forty Conſpirators, by Name, his Enfor- 
mations before the Lords : Beſrae, Generalitics end 50 
cicties, He Ives an Account of 'Commiſ 1O1N5 «Co Dieman®s 
Tryal, p. 41. Pritchard told b;m that Grove and PIck- 


__ were to Kill the king. Irelands Trya]), pag. 40. 


Four Ruffians ſeat to W indſor.Ibid. . Hd they Miſſing, 
Conyers was taken 1, Ibid. He te! ; al 2 0j Jn Al 
ſes for the One,and 1500 I. for the Other. P. 43. And 
that Ireland, W hitebread, and Fenwick were at the 
Conſult. Ib. #e faw the Moy for the Rufi ans. Five 
Jeſuits Tryals, p. 32. Pickering was Diſcipliz?d for 
n.1ſſt:o Opportunities fol. 33. \Vakeman ts h2ve Ants 
Ib:d. Ireland Propogd the Aperthen at INey-rwarket. Ib. 
Finally, There's little More 1n = gs Piot-Evidence 
then an Amuſement of or & Names, Plices, and 0- 
ther Circumitances of Things to o Jing! ole with Otes's 
Narrative, and to make ont the Miraculous Harmony, 
az they call it, of the Kings Witneſſes. He teils a Tale 
of Father Le C haiſe, the French Kings Confefſor, Secre- 
tary Coleman, Harcourt, Trelznd, Stapilton, Pickering, 
Grove, Conyers, Whitebread, Father Warn 7, Sir John 
Warner, Sir G'e9. Wakeman, "Dube-ft reet, Somerſet-Houſe, 

C 3Z Windſor, 


22 | The Myſtery of the Death 
Windſor, St. Omers, Watton, Valladolid, St. Jago, Ruffi- 


ns, Gommiſſuons, Poyſoning, Groves 15001. Pickerings 
30000 AMzifſes, Fc. And no more Agreement at lalt 
-1pon the whole matter, then it the Four and Twenty 
j.ctters had b:en thrown in at Hap-Hazzard, 

And I'raxces Manage was the very fame with Bedloes 
too ; only the Other gor the ſtart of him, in Tine, 
and had the honour of ſtanding Oress ſecond when the 
Plot 1t ſelf| muſt have funk without That Supporter : for 
Bealoe was a Mortal Evidence againſt Coleman, Ireland, 
&c, The Five Jeſuits, Langhora, Green, Berry, and 
Hill, &c. Whereas Pr2::5e never open'd Its Month 1n a 
Criminal Carnſe tl] the zulineſs of Godfrey, though they 
mage a ſhift with him afterward, for a kind of Bung- 
lng Eviaence againſt Fenwick; And then he came by 
1egrees to have ſome Inſight into the Plot too; and 
to hear of Fifty Thouſand Men to be Rad: Sir George 
Wakeman's Tryal, p. 19.. What Lords to Gommand the 
Army, and what Commiſſions, p. 20. And, in a Word, 
ho and Who were to kill the Kine, and How It was 
to be done. As to Other Particular Charges I refer 
my felt to his Narratives, 


_ 
. » 


CHAP, IV. 


Notes upon the Tranſition of Redloe's and Prance's 
Evidence, from the Proof of the Murther, to the 
Witneſſing of the Plot. 


" HE Reader mnſt not Imagine, when he finds the 
Argument of This Chapter to be [ Notes upon 
Bedloe's avd Prance's Evidence, &c.7] that it is my 
Purpoſe to Pick a Gotham-Quarrell with every Blunder 
8nd Selwciſm, in ſuch a C hance-Medley of Enformations ; 
Or 
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25 
cr to Enter into a Captions Scrutiny npon the whole 
affair : for my buſineſs 1s not to Expoſe ſimple Over- 
Thts, Inadvertencies or Miſtakes, No, Nor, in this 
Place, ſo much as to Caz!1l! at the Credit, and Author, 

of the Witneſſes, Or to Bcar too hard upon the Unl;k:- 


lybood of Things Afirm'd, or Deny'd; bnt to lay open 
tne Matter Nakedly as it 1s repreſented, and leave the 
Reader to the Liberty of his own Comment. 

The Depolitions here in Queſtion, were ſworn, ei- 
ther before the Conncill, the Lords Committees, at the 
Bar of the Lords Houſe, or given in Evidence at the 
Tryalls of the Pretended Criminals. Now to be Fair, 
they muſt hold ſuch a Congruity, One part to Ano- 
ther, and every Part to the Whole, as in e Charita- 
ble Conſtruction to be found All of a Piece, without 
any Conſiderable Variation of the Story, either in $- 
perfluity or Defett : which 1s No more then according 
to the very letter of the Oath; to Deliver the Truth, 
the Whole Truth and Nothing But the Truth + and the 
Matter {ſtill to be the ſame, in what Diverlity of Phraſe 
or Expreſſion ſoever. ?*Tis very remarkable, the Pro- 
greſs of Beadloe's openings, or Illumination, into the 
Myſtery of "I his Plot. 

Upon the 7th. of November, 1678. he had not {6 
much as the leaſt Kenning of it. The 8th. Sprung a 
Pretty Hght to't. The 12th. He was as good as Maſter 
of the Secrer. The 18, 19, and the 27th, he ſaw fir - 
ther into't. The 2.4. June following, [ Where his Ma- 
jeſtie*s Life was concerr'd, he mult and would ſpeak 
Truth, he ſays, Although it was againſt H1S OW N 
DEAR MOT HEKR.] and fo Charg'] the Queer. 
And as he went further On, he ſav Things Clearer 
and Clearer, and More and More it:11, though all h1s 
Swearing hitherto amounted Only to the keeping of 
his Faculty in Ure, and his Conſcience 1n Breath. But 
when he came to Sharps afterward,upon Life and Dearth, 
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24. Tho oÞery of the Death 
there was No avoiding of his Point, for he had ſtill 
{zme New way of Attaque or Other that never was 
heard of before: and againſt which there was No 
Place, for either Prevention, or Defence, He ſwore 
then to the Pris*acr, rather then to the C7:zre, for there 
Necded No more then the Clapping of ary Mars 
Naxie to This or That Article, or Accuſation, to the 
doing, of I1s Euſincſs : "Thongh his Depolitions upon 
the Lords Journal, and 1 hoſe in the Priated Tryalls are 
in Many Caſes Flat Eaſt and Weſt, Onc to the Other : 
Þut to procced now from Reafozimo upon Matters, to 

the Fact 1; ſuf. 
14s Firſt appearance upon Oath, was, ( as 1s already 
ſet forth), on the 7th. of November, 1678. before hs 
Aajcſty and is Two Secretaries : at which time, he ſpake 
tingly to the Afiihwy, Diſclaiming to any Knowledge 
at all of the Plot, By the Next day, he was brought 
to Underlitand, that though it was the farther that 
made the Vo ile in the Proclamation, he would yet find 
the Diſcovery of the Plot to be the Neareſt way to the 
Five-bimdred-Pound that was Promis'd in't ; ſo that on 
the 8:5, he gave the Lords Committees a General 
Ton ch of che "Popiſh Lords: Commiſſuons ; Armies to be 
Yal>* :; © {Orem 's bet ig a Great Azitator in tne Deſi TH2 
arainſt tre \King ] The Jejuits in the: Conſpiracy yY, IC 
EE} "_y "Tins? . pur the I ole Narrati VC 14 V1; HRC, 
which be ball B c91n,] Now to Expiain the Amuſcment 
® F This Vid 5 and Uncertain Generality, the Revela- 
tion was but of One Days ſta anulng 3 and they had not 
ct 1img ct: IONgn to Concert the Particulars; fo that 
* Pare Ne 7777 Of the Lords, and their _ 1mjſuons , 
The very Hintag of Armies to be Rais% d, and the 
broxtle Mention of Calcman for an Azitator, Was . as 
eS Bidloe Uarit venture Upon, without further 
Lis, :t;, and Tifrruttions. Coleman's Accuſation Was then 


{DON the Anvil; and, the Plot the Ground-I?/9rk of the 
__ Whole 
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Whole Tranſaction ; but there was No want of Heart 
and good Will, All this While to the Emproving of 
This Occaſion ; and his defire of 7ime, to put "the 
Whole Narrative in Writing, carry'd the very _ 
Countenance, as if he ſhou!, id have ſaid, [ Pray 

Lords ſpare us but Three or Four Days t9 Co: fer witn the 
Managers of the Tatr! igHe, and let us ale for a Danmnas 
ble Helliſh Popiſh Plot, reacly Cut ana Dry"d, and 2 Se- 
cond Witneſs to ſupport it, "Lis 1s fo fair | and Reaſon- 
able a Gloſs upon the "Text, That the "oo ras Commit- 
tees were not without ſome ]eloulies of it, even in the 
very Firit Inſtance; as appears hs ane the ſame Journal, 
by their asking Bedloe [Whether he knew Otes or not : 
And why ſhould Bedlze rhen Deny the knowiedge of 
him , if he had not been Conſcious that the Owning 
of an Acquaintance with him would have made the 
Evidence ſmell too Rank of a Confederacy? But to 
Touch 'I his Matter to the Quick, It will appear by 
and By upon the Comparing of Note: S, and Reſem- 
blances that Bealoe and P; ance were Initiated into This 
Myſtcry by the ſame Lefli on of 1Inſiructions; only with 
This Difference in the Motives to what they at, that 
the One Forſwore himſcif ior Fear, and the Orvcr, for 
Mony. 

Bedloe (as I have ſayd ) gave Evidence to the Maur- 
ther upon the 7th. of November, 1678. Prance was Com- 
mitted on Che aay the 21. of December following E for 
Aſſiſting in the Murther of Sir Edmony Lury Godfrey] 
He was Examin'd the fame Night, and C500 {tiff ir, 
that Lu Knew Nothing, ciner ol the Death of Godfrey, 

{ the Popiſn Plot ;, and Eedloe was as Polttive upon 
the Firſt Examination, that He kneve Mothing of the 
Flot neither. Nov the Flor was a Thinz: to Necefſary, 
that the Five-bundred-Porrd-272:rther would not have 
| been worth Fifty Fart: ings athour :t: and though the 


Bait was thrown out for tie Diicoyercrs of theAurther, 
the 
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26 The Myſtery of the Death 

The Anglers were yet ſecur'd before-hand, that upon a 
ſound Bite, they ſhould draw up a Diſcoverer of the 
Plot : for the Matter being Equally Both ways a Per- 
zrry, the One they knew ( as I have noted before ) 
would be as Cheap as the other. They had both of 
them however, only One Night, and no more, to Sleep 
upon't : And it was Impoſlible, in that Pinch of-Time, 
to bring their Matters to Agree in Every Point like a 
Pair of Tallycs: And therefore Bealoe was fain to Con- 
tent himſelf at Preſent with a Tale of a Cock and a Bull, 
(Juſt as the Journal ſets 1t forth) without any Preg- 
nancy of Likelyboods, or Particularity of Circumſtances, 
to FIVE 1t Creuit, 

Now Prance was upon his Peril to ſpeak out, at 
Forr-and-Twernty-hours-warning too; for on the ſame 
Day that he was taken up, and Examin'd, (Damning 
himſelf to the Pit of Hell if he knew any thing either 
of the Death, or of the Plot ) he was Committed to 
the Condemn*d Hole in Newgate ;, Loaden with Heavy 
trons And for That Night left to Chew upor'r, 
whether he would venture his Soxl, or his Carcaſs; 
(which was the very Choice Before him ) In This Con- 
dition he lay, both of Body, and of 1nd; till Early 
next. Morning ( being Sunday ) when Up comes a Perſon 
to him Wholly Unknown, Layes down a Paper upon 
2 Form juſt by him, and fo goes his way. Soon after 
This, Comes Another, with a Candle; ſets it down, 
and Leaves him. By the light of that Candle Prance 
read the Paper, Wherein he found the Subſtance of 
Theſe Following Minutes. 

So many Popiſh Lords mentioned by Name', Fifty 
Thouſand Men to be Rars'd; Commiſſions given out ; : 
Officers Appointed. Jreland was acquainted with 
the Deſion ; And Bedloes Evidence againſt God- 
Frey, was Summ*d-up, and Abftraed in It too. 

There wers Suggeitions in'r, that Prance mu 

| undoubt- 
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0 undoubtedly be Privy to the Plot, with Words to He 
1 This Purpoſe [_ You had better Confeſs then be 1:2 
i: HÞang®d,] Prance fancy*d This preſently to be a Con- 1 
) trivance of Sy»aftsburyes, and Deſign'd for Hints of w 
tf | what he' was to Swear to. Novv Theſe vvere thc 4, 
Pp very Points allo of Beadloe*s Depoſitions : And as Bedloe | 
C vvas to ſecond Otes in the One; So Prance was to ſe- 
a cond Bedloc in the Other : Prance Ponder®d for ſome ; 
I- | hours npon the Heads of his Paper and the Circum- ; 
ll Þ ſtances of his Condition; and what with the Noiſom- 
5” | weſs of the Place, the Cold of the Seaſon, the Weight of ns. 
5, Þ his Chains, the Senſe of his 2ſery; Want of Health, we 
and the Dread of Death ; upon the laying of things vil on 
il together, he took the right Qzexe, and deſired the ; "10H 
I Maſter of the Priſon to Carry him to my Lord Shafts- % 
S | burys, under Pretence of Matters of Great Moment to 
T | Communicate to his Lordſhip. Captain Richardſoe: 
0 gave his Lordſhip an Account of it, and Therenupon, 
'Y | received [ An Order for Bringing of Miles Prance t9 yp 
t | Shaftsbury-Houſe, to be farther Examind.] He vvas 4 
'3 | Carry*d thither betwixt Five and Six the ſame Even- 
i- Þ ing, and there Continued till about Eleven that Night. 
Y Þ Sofoonas hecame thither, he was CalPd into a Low 
n | Parlour where was Shaftsbury (and Three more.) And 
n pF there Examin'd ſtrictly upon the Points of the Paper ; 
T | and Threatned with Hanging if he did not Confef+. 
l, © Upon theſe Menaces, Prance Yielded; and fo fram'd 
5 a Pretended Diſcovery in Part, with a Promiſe to 
f | {ſpeak out more at Large, it he might have his Pardon. 
V Yhereupon, there was a Paper drawn up, vvhich 
) FF Prarzce Sigr?d, and he vvas then return'd to the Place "Is" 
3 *# from vvhence he came. By this time they had ſecured ; 21-2] 
h Three Strings to their Eovv; and it is vvorthy of a Wy 
- Note, that Bedloe and Praxce. like a Couple of School- "Lo 
Boys of the ſame Form, had in Effect the very ſame of 
p Leu given them, and the very ſame Alloyvance of F000 
% Time to get it by Heart in. = - "114 
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23 "The Myſtery of the Death 
But to come ncw to the Matter. Bedloe was upon 
his Oath, as I have ſaid Already, to Deliver [ the Truth, 
the whole Truth, and nothing but the Truth. | And the 
Lords Committees did over and above ConjreWiliiam 
Bedloc to ſpeak Nothing but Truth: And | he aid in the 
Pzefence of Gd, as he ſhould Anſwer'it at the Day of 
Judgement, 4fſ:re All ro be True he had Depos'd. Lords 
Journal,, Nov. 12. :6798. ] It was upon the ſame 
Terms tco, and Under the ijame Conditions that he 
gave his Evidence upon all Tryals of the Pris'ners in 
Queſtion. The Next Point will be how far he was 
True to! his Matter, and to Himſelf, without either 
Stretcnms, SH0rtning, Suppreſſing, Or Claſhing With his 
wn Teſtimony ; but with a Charitable Abatement of, 
and a Chriſtian Allowance {till for Hamarze Frailty. The 
Point in Iſſue was [4 Plot or No Plot, upen the Life of 
zhe King, ©&c.] So that all Om1ſſons upon That Aor- 
al Article, are Mightily to be ſuſpected of Malice,and 
Tniquity, where they carry the Face of a Direft Ten- 
dency to That Execrable End. 
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Notes upon Certain (71 [ſrons, Enlargements, Di/- 
agreements, and Contradiftions, in the Evidence 
of Bedloc and Prance toncerning the Plot, to- 
gether with the True Reaſons T hereof. 


E have Already given a General, and a Suſſi- 

cient Account (1n the Laſt Chapter but one) 
of the Evidences Deliver'd by Bedloe and Prance, upon 
the Snbject of the Plot : And we are now to take into 
pk 


Conſideration the Competency, the Fairneſs, the Ful- 
eſs, 
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eſs, and the Conſiſtency of Thoſe Depoſitions. In 
the Firſt Place, the Omiſſions, and Ezlargements that 


appear in the ſeveral Enf ormations., upon Comparing, 
them One with another. Now this 1s a Point not t©6 


be Cleared, without References, Repetitions, and Rec; - 
zals : So that there's No help fort, bat by making 
them as Few, and as Short as may be. 

1. I find 1t upon the Lord's Journal, that che Monks 
of Doway gave Pedloe the Sacrament Four Times, upor: 
a Charge of Sec recy: Nov. 12. 1678, 

2. Ard a2an : That Pedice Demaraed of Mr. Gage 
the Rector of the Engliſh College, woat they would do 
with the King, Fle Anſwered, They would keep hun 
wm in a Convent. 

Bedioc then Demanacd who (hould Govern in Chef 7; 


Ze grey bm gore ſhould be a Tender made to [ONE] of 


the Crown, 1f he wn Ackhaowledge 1t from the C burch - 
but they aid believe he would not Accept of it, and tren the 
Government ſhould ve left to ſoine Lords tnat tne Pore wo ould 
appoint ;, whico L OTA he world ot tell me, but ſaid, I thoula 
kzow it from the Zonks at Faris. Lords journal, tb. 
& 7 fays Ag AID in tie [ame epoſetion AS 15S AVERY 
hinted in te Third Bbrrer,, , 1/50 were to Govern, Who 
Toid bi ſu. Ten Tronfand from Flanders io Land ar 
Pridlington-2P: 7: {ke Lozd Fowes, Pct res, Cc. 10 
\cndervous < onth-Watles with Anoth & Army, anc 
They to Tovn Twenty or thirty Thovand more, that 


mcre to Laid at | iiliord Haven f70m tre Groin 77 Spain. | 


which A; my was = ve | RELIG IJOUS } AMen and | PIL- 
&@KIMS)] jrom St. Jago 
[Did. 

Forty Thouſand Men ready i London, Heſiac 
Thoſe that world en the Alarum be age at E very Ale- 
Houſe Door, to have Kil”d the Soldicrs as they Lt O85 
of their Ont: 57'S, : 


72 Spain, Cc. Lor ds Journal, 
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6. Le Phaire told him alſo that when any Plotter wa: 
taken up, he ſhould be killd before he was broneht to his 
Tryal, or the Priſon Burnt, 

7. And That Guernſey and Jerſey were to be ſurprizd 
by a Power from Breſt, and other Places of France; and 
that ſeveral French Ships have layn ta, and about the 
Channel All This Summer upon the ſame Occaſion. 

8 And further, Le Phaire, Pritchard, &c. (46 before) 
had often told him that there was not Roman Catholique 
in England that was not Privy to the Deſign, nd had 
not Recerved the Sacrament from their Father Confellors 


z9 be ſecret, and aſſiſtant to the carrying of it on. 


To Paſs a Note or Two upon the Particulars above, 


they are of ſo great Importance to be Thoronghly 
Sifted, and made ont, that the Plot xr /clf, the Credir, 


and the very Being of it, ſtands, or falls, upon the 


Truth or Falſity of theſe Enformations. But the Streſs 
does not lye {o much upon Trze or Falſc, as whether 


this be the Whole Truth, or Not ; For All theſe Heads, - 


and Circumitances of the Story upon the Lords Jour- 
al (andthe Four Evangeliſts over and above) are ut- 
terly Forgotten in the Evidence, upon the Tryal of the 
Prifners. Now if Bedloe Deliver'd the Whole Truth at 
Firſt, how came he afterwards to Enlarge his Evi- 
aence ? 

But to Expound this Riddle now; he ſwore beforc 
the Lords to the Generals only of Otes*s Plot ;, for Otes 
himſelf was not yet Reſolv*d upon the Particulars : S0 
that which way ſoever Titus Led, Wiliam was bound 
to Follow ;, and the Point of his Oath in We ſkminſter- 
Hall vas not Levell'd at the Plor it ſelf, but at the 
Perſons of the Pretended Conſpirators. | 

Now to trace Things in order as they lye before 

We hear Nothing of Four Szucraments ; The Cor- 
vezit;, The Tender of the Crown, and the Pope?s Reſo- 


lircn 


: F. 7 
" = 7 _ * *; 
5; Fr * . -- - 
we a $ : 
% 
o » 
. "_ - CR » dd 


CC CWO EOTTTTTTnTl 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Ornfolded. ;Y \:r0f 

5 lation upon't ;T heTen Thouſand,and the Twenty or Thirt 'y | ;\ 
s | Thouſand,the Pilgrims,and the Religious; The London'Forty of 
' Thouſand; The Poſting of People at Ale-Houſe Doors  (, 4 


d 1he Killing of Plotters, or the Burning of Priſons :;, I 
4 | TIheSurprizing of Guernſey and Jerſey 5 Every Roman | 

e Þ- Catholique of Quality under a Sacrament to {ſerve the 
* Deſign. We havenot one Syllable of All this, in the 
Priated Tryals, though upon the ſame Oath, and from 
the ſame Lips that ſwore to the Whole Truth upon the 
Lords Fournal. But here?s the Scheme of Ores*'s Plur 
yet, upon the whole Matter. And then for the Tender 
of the Crown, as it 1s Pointed at in the Third Article, is 
is ſoexaCtly the Drift, and the Caſe of a Whimſey, 
{ct forth in Ores's Narrative, only in other Words,z;z. 


) The Pope hath ordered (ſays Otes) That in cafe ths 
l Duke of York, (which isthe [ O NE] he ſpeaks of) 
S | mill n9t accept theſe Crowns as forfeited by his Brother unto 
r | rhe Pope, as of his Gift ; and ſettle ſuch Prelates and Dig - 
» © nitaries inthe Church, and ſuch Officers in Commands and. bs Be 
Places, Civil, Naval, and Military, as he hath Commiſ- £ 
ſfroned as above, Extirpate the Proteſtant Religion, and j* 
Order thereunto, Ex polt FaCto, conſent to the Aſſaſſinati- 
' onof the King his Brother Maſſacre of h:s Proteſtant 
- | Subjedts; Firing of his Towns,&c. by Pardoning the Af- 
 faſſins, Murtherers, and Incendiaries, that then [HE] 
be alſo Poyſoned, or Deſtroyed, after they have for fome 
time abus'd his Name, and Title, to ſtrengthen their Plot ; 
Weakned and Divided the Kingdoms of England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland, thereby, ia Civil Wars and Rebellions, 
as in his Fathens Time, to make way for the French 29 
| feize Theſe Kingdoms, and totally ruine their Tafantry, and Ns 
Naval Force. Otes's Narrative, P. 64. $6.8 
This Paragraph comprizes in few Words a General 
' View of the whole Project ; and it was but Swearing 
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2 The Myſtery of the Death 


this Fiction of a Conſpiracy, to Compleat the Repu- 
tation of the Diſcovery : that 1s to ſay, ſome were to 
have Prublique Charges and Commiſſions ; Others to car- 
Ty on the > Md fſacres, Aurthers, Afaſſ nates, Poyſoning, 
and Co; flagrations > And after the Digeſting of the 
Treaſons, tiizy could not well fail of Diſcovering the 
Traytors, eſpecially when the ſame Oath that made the 
One made the Other. 

It is not to be Imagin'd, that Bealve, npon his re- 
peated Vaths, before the King and the Lords, could 
Honeſtly forget {o many remarkable Inſtances, of Mer, 
and 7 h1rgs, as he calls Afterwards to Mind, and upon 
Recoilection, ſwears to, over and above what he had 
ſworn before, And it is a Thing no leſs Remarka- 
ble, that he ſhould npon the Following Tryals, Forget {0 
many Capital, and Dangerous Articles of the Plot, as he 
had formerly ſworn beipre the king and the Lords ; 
and the Omniſſions, all the while, as Efſcatial to the Mat: 
ter In hand, in oze Place, as in the other. But This 
Wonder will Ceaſe, if a Man Rightly Conſiders what 

the Points arc that are omitted in the One, and ſupply'd 
In the C:hc7 5, and the Relation which they Reſpectively 
had tothe Dc{172 that was Then in Agitation. While 
the Plot was Ceneral, the Enformation muſt be General 
too; and Bedtve dd as much as Man conld do, upon 
Be rre-fokr -ard-twenty-Hours-time, toward the ; 1 Uning 
of his Depoſir: Fon, to the Narrative; which was all he 
had to WW ork upon at Preſent : But New Lords iNew 
Ls; and when Ores came to Charge Particular Per- 
ſons apen the Strength and Foundations of That Gere- 
neral Mecdtl, Bealce was no longer at Liberty to Steer 
his own Courſe, but Ty*d up too ſwear in a Conformi- 
ty to Ores?s Zeaſures: So that Bedloe muſt have Di- 
vir d, before the Lords, to Hit the Evidence, that 1n 
the Fur: e, would be neceſſary at the Ty jals, As for 
the Purpoſe now, to Ecgin with Colemar. 


th 
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He Carryd a Pacquet, he ſays, from Mr. Coleman 

t) Monſieur Le Chaiſe ; and that he heard Coleman ſay, 
If he had an Hundred Lives, and a Sea of Bloud to carry 
on the Cauſe, he would ſpend it all to further the Cauſe 5; 
the Church of Rome, and to eſtabliſh the Church of Rome 
#2 England ; And if there was an Hunared Here- 
tical Kings to jg Depos'd, He would ſee trem All Ve- 
ſtroy?d. This he ſwears was ſpoken 1n his own Houſe 
behind Weſtminſter- Abbey at the Foot of the Starr-C2ſe. 
Colemans Tryal, pag. 43, 44. | 1hey were carrying-0n 4 
Plot, he ſays, to Deſtroy the King, and the Lords of the 
Council, P. 4.4.] Now there's not one Word either of 
Le Chaiſe, or of This Matter, to be found in the Lyrds 
Journal: Nor any thing more of Colem: Ww, then that 
he had been «a Great Agitator 1m the Deſign 41 arainſt the 
King, Nov. 8. 1679. Under which Generality, Bed- 
lve, "av'd to himſelf akind of Right to ſay more at- 
rerw ards, as he ſhould come to be further Enli ghtn'd, 
and better Enform'd - For Bealoe, in ſhort, was no 
other then Oress Eccho; and His BuSneſs, no more, 
in Effect, then to take the ſame Oath that the Fore- 
man had done. In one Word, as there is a moſt Ex- 
travagant Difference betwixt his Depoſitions before the 
King and the Lords, and Thoſe againſt the ſapposd 
Plotrers, at the Kings Bench ;, {o the Reaſon of it 18 


obvious, for he 15 forced to Siretch his Laticr- Evidence 


againſt the Pris? ners, where his Former Depoſition 
would not Reach them. 

In the Iryals of Ireland, Pickering, and Grove, 
Otes ſwears a Conſult in Auguſt, 1678. at Harcourts 
Chamber ;, Treland preſent at it ; Grove and Pickering 
appointed to kill the King ;, the One ro have 30000 Malſles, 
if he Miſcarry'd, and the Other 1 550.]. Upon their Fail: 
g,Four Ruſhans were hired to doit at Windſor : Cole- 
man gave a Meſſenger a Guinnea to carry them their AMo- 
acy. Fogarthy, Ireland, Grove, and Pickering were 
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preſent at the Reſolution ;, and if all FaiPad,vir Geo, Wake- 
man w-s fo do the Work by Poyſon, the very Price agreed 
pou, and Part of the Money Receiv'd, &c. Now 
there's not one Sy//able of All This 1n Bealoe's Evidence 
upon the Lord?s Journal ; No not ſo much as the 
NAME of Corker, Fogarthy, Fenwick, Grove, Pickering, 
and yet Bedlve, upon the Tryal, ſets-up for Otes's Se- 
cond to every Point ; and the Diſagreement leads {till 
to the Hanging of the Pris*ner. 

And fo again inthe Tryal of the Five Jeſuits, He 
brings in Whitebread for ſending the Four Ruffians to 
Windſor : Coleman's Guinnea gt1ven to drink. his Health ; 
The 1500 1. again, and the 30000 Maſles. Pickering, 1s 
Dijciplia'd for the Neelett of bis Flint. Once he had no 
Powder in the Pan Another Time no Powacr in the Bar- 
rel : Wakeman”s 150001. The King to be k:ill?d at New- 
market, Conyers taken 12 for an Aſſiſtant. ] But to 
conclude, there's not one Word of All This neither, 
nor ſo much as the Name of Whitebread, and ſeveral 
other of the Prisners, upon the Lords Journal. 

*Tis the ſame Caſe again with him npon the 7ryals 
of Sir Geo. Wakeman, William Marſhal, William Rum- 
ley, and James Corkgr, where he Charges Kees, and 
Corker, with Diſcourſe about Raiſing an Army, KIL- 
LING, and DESIGN. He makes Marſhal one of the 
Club, and runs through the whole Hiſtory of Sir Geo. 
Wikemaii, This was, Fuly 18. 1679, And the Par- 
ticulars were never {ſo much as thought of, till his De- 


poſition before the King and Council of Fare 24. then 


{faſt paſt, when he was preparing for "That Jobb. 

He took the ſame Meaſures too, in the Busneſs of 
T.anghorn. Le Chaiſe told him, he ſays, of Mony to be 
remitted into England ; and- that he had remitted 
ſome of it to Coleman, and Ireland, Þ. 21. and he 
ſpeaks of Three Letters that he ſawLanghornTranſcribe ; 
One to the Engliſh Monks at Paris 5; Another to 1on- 
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freur Le Chaiſe ; Another to the Popes Nuncio, p. 53. 
This is ANI New Matter, Newly Accommodated to the 
Evidence of Otes, and the Caſe of the Pri ner, without 
one VVord of it in his Original Diſcovery. 

It would be Endlcts to take All his Evidences to 
Pieces, and to Confront one 1cſiimony with Ano- 
ther : but one Inttance may ſerve for the Meaſvre of 
All - That is to fay, his Addirioas are ſtill, Stabbizg, 
if not. Mortal; and Adapted to the Cafe, without 
any regard to the 77uth. 2 

As for Miles Praace, he was under the ſame Govern- 
ment alſo, with his Brother Zedloe., only coming; 
in Late, he had not ſo much occaſion to ſhew his 
Parts ; but he ſcrv'd as well as the Belt however, for a 
Gencral Plot-man. He made feveral Proflers yet at 
the Helping out of the Confpiracy, thongh to little or 
no Purpoſe ; only in the Caie of Fenwick, he had the 
Honour to paſs, with Ores, and Bedloe, for a Third 
Witneſs. His was only a dull kind of Hackzey-Story ſtill ; 
that Mr. Mcdſenger was 10 Kill the King. $0000 Men t9 
be rais'd;, The Popiſh Lords to Command them ; Fenwick, 
I-cland, and Grove, ſpake of this Together ; Harcourt 
{aid the King was to be kill'd by ſeveral ; and Fenwick, 
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ſaid that Zanghore was to have 2 great hand in't. Lang- DIES 7: 
horn's Tryal, tol. 8. He brought in All the Roman C a- 7 { ml 
tholiques he could Narae, for an Appendix, Lis true, but - "F 
mace Little on't, and order'd his Matters all the way = : 
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with an Eye to his Firſt Paper. | 
Upon the whole matter, Right or Wrong, here's 
Perjury without Diſpute, either for not ſwearing the 
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Whole Truth at Firjt, or for ſwearing More then the 

Truth, afterward; and the Preſumption of the Perjury 14! 

1s ſo much the ſtronger, in Regard that almoſt All the Dz- RELIES of 

verſiies, and Additions in the Evidence upon the Try- -Li Wt: 

als, are Exprelly Calculated, ( as I have Already ob- fl on 

lery'd) for the Deſtruttjon of the PriPners ; And This v1 466 
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is not All Neither ; for Bedloe lyes much opener in his 


Diſagreements and Contradittions, then he does in his 


' Omiſſions and Supplements ; though It 1s Manifeſt, well- 
nigh to a Demonſtration, that all his Capital Oaths were 


apply 'd only to the Serving of a Tura. And ſo I 


ſha!l go on with him upon the two Latter Points. 

12 ſwears before the Lords, that the Army of 7wer- 
ty or Thirty Thouſand Men who were to Land at Milford 
FFven trom the Groia, was to be Religious Men and 
Pilzrims, from St. Jago In Spair. Lords. Fournal, Nov. 

12, 1679, But then in Langhorn's Tryals, He Swears, 
That they naa provided in Spain, der the Notion of 
Pl; Trims from St, Jago,ſome Jriſh Caſhicr'd Soldiers, 
tiaat £5 z4 left their C v7try, ſome for Relio10n, and ſome 

for the;r Urimec {x and a OT cat many Lan j-Brothers, who 


hes 'y pad procus 11, and gathered together, fa the Notion 


POSE 


of PII zrims, to be rcady 16 take "Shipping at the Groin, to 
Land at Niltord-Haven, T here to mect my Lord Powis, 
and an Army that be was to raiſe in Wales to further this 
Defrea, fol. 20. 
in a Depolition before the Lords, he ſwears himſelf 
to have been of the Church of Envland, till within 
Theſe 7wo Tears ;, That by Per fwation and Promiſes 
from the Jeſuits, he was drawn over to them. Lords 
Journal, Nov. 8. 1678, But upon the Tryal of Trc- 
a;1d, he Swears, That he had becn Five Years almoſt Em- 


played by the Socicty of Jeſuits, and the Engliſh Monks at 
Paris, 0 Carry and oring Letters between them, CC, 


Fol. 37 

In the Trval of Colezzn : Being Intcrrogated what 
he had ſeen or heard tonching any Commiſſion to 
Mr. Colcgnan, iC erves This Anſwer, [ 17 particular 1 
Mow not of any Comme airetied to Mr. Coleman, 1 
ao not ki 7 any thing of 1t but what Sir Henry Tichborn 
11d m 5. tat he. bi id P24 Commiſſion, and be br ought A Com- 


; 477, Coleman, -and the reſt of the Lords. from 


the 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. 2” ' C8 


/ 


fore: And it was then High Time to Adjult their Mat- 
ters towards "That which was to Fotow. T he Evidence 
that was given by Bedloe, at the Jeſuits Tryal of June 
13, 14. Concerning the Qreezzs being in a Practice with 
Sir George to Poyſun the King, gave occaſion to a fur- 
ther Examination of him betore the Council, on the n. 
24. of the ſame Month ; which was Introduced with 2 oy 
Preface remarkable, and in Theſe following V Vords, | 
truly Copy'd, and f{trictly Examined, from and by the 
Original ; every Page Attcited by his own hand. 


BY 
the Principal Feſuits at Rome, by order of the Pope, Cc. | A 
ſol. 41. The 7itle of it I do not know, becauſe 1 did not money 
Sg it: But then in Langhorn's Tryal ; being asked © 
where he ſaw Certain Commillions there in Queſtion, ul 
His Anſwer was 'T his, Sir Henry Tichborn ai4 Shew | 8 
me Three Commiſſions in Paris, ſigid by the General of _ ers 
the Order, and Seal'd with the Feſuits Seal. I... 

Not to Multiply Initances, One more upon This +240 
{ſubject ſhall ſerve for All. "0 

Sir George Wakeman was to come to his Tryal on the Mr 
18th, of July, 1679. The Frve-Jeſuits-Tryal (as they BR 
call it) having been on the 13, and 1 4. of the J:zne be- wa 


At the Council Chamber, Tune 24. 1679. "Hi 


R. Bedloe being CalPd in and Sworn, ts told tr:at Toe Y 
his Majefty had appointed This Connci! to kaow the | 
bottom of all That Danger that might Concern his own 
Perſon, and in Particular what he could ſay rouchin7 the TIN 
Queen's being in any Meaſure Privy to it, And if ſhe Fax 


were Concern'd therein, the Danger was ſo much the Greater +31 Fi 
as ſhe 1s near to his Majeſty ; jo that it would not without wtf b 
the Utmoſt Peril be GonceaP d by any ; Yet that if ve had - ang 
any New Matter to declare, the Concealment of of ſhould | v 4 
net be Penal nito him; And therefore, that he ſhould, up- T7 
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6 hs ANegeance, ſpeak, ow , Fully, and Plainly, with- 
Ott reſpet t to aiiy [Perſon whatſoes ver : (whicn he might do 
with All Freedom arid Safety) Ara no! oly for what Con- 
cera d the Danger of the King's Lite, but the Viot in 
Gencral againſt rhe Government, and the Murder of Sir 
Edmund-bury Godirey. 

After the Flam of the Chappel-Galery-Confidr, and 
the C ambray- Adventure 6 he Res to his Point, and 
Depoſes, [ that” Sir Georpe Wakeman. coming to. Har= 
Court's Ch a1aDer with a Com, aint that t5Cy y 710t kept 
Touch with him , Harcourt told him he had mo! ſo much 

reaſon to C Complain, for he was pr003g 'A for , aid there- 
1:90 went aud 00R, 4» out of his Cabinet, which, for 
a Wile, be beld ia his hand, telling him he "bad been at 
Whitehall io Fetch that Papcr ; hy thereon read it to 
ticm, and it was a Bull for 'I'wo Thouſand Pounds, 
writtea vy the Queen's order. Council Chamber, June 24+ 
1679.| 

The Deponent further fayth, that when Harcourt ſhew- 
ea Sir George Wakemau the ſaid Bill, be faia, This 
indeed is ſomething, but when ſhall I þave the reſt ? Har- 
court Anſwer'a be ſhould have Five Thouſand Pounds 
in Duc Time, and alſo Ten '] houſand more, and that 
the Two Thouſand Pounds was only for his preſent Sup- 
ply ] Ana ſayth, that Pr itchard told him afterward, that 
it Was for Poyſoning the ing ; and Harcourt hkewiſe 
owned the ſame.- 1b. 

And ſaith, that whea Harcourt ſhew*'d the ſaid Bill, 
jor TwoTl houſand Pounds to Sir George Wakeman 7: 
tre Deponents Preſence, Sir George acked Harcourt who 
this Dej ponent was ? Towhich, Harcourt replyed, he 18 one 
we have Entruited; not in ſo great a Work as Yours, 
hit in a Work next to T hat; by which he ſuppoſes was 
me the Death of Sir Edmund- bury Godfrey.] 1b. 


YYe thall now ſee how his Depoſitions before the 
Council 
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Councill as to this Point, Agree with the Evidence he 
gave at the Five Jeſuits, and Langhorn's Tryal, 


Sir George Wakeman, he ſays, received a Bill of Ex- 
change from Mr. Harcourt, and he was told, here is 2 
Bill = Exchange for 2000 1. as part of a greater 
Summ, To which Sir George Wakeman Anſwered : that 
150001. was a ſmall reward for the ſetling of Religion, 
and preſerving the Three Kingdoms, Cc. Five Jeſuits 

Tryal, Þ. 35- And after be had £ven SIr George 
Wakeman the Bill, Sir George Wakeman oper'd zr, 
and Read it. Ib. 

And then in the next Page, ſays Bealoe, I did only 
[ſe] the Bl out of Mr. Harcourt'; hand : but it was 
[Read] There only by Sir George Wakeman. In fol. 36. 
Sir George Wakeman Receiy'd rhe Bill of Exchange from. 
Mr. Harcourt, he Read it Elimſelf, Folded it up, and 
went and Received the Mony. 

Note here, that before the Corncll, FHARCOURTT 
Read It; bur i In the Feſu;ss Tryal, CWAKEM AN ] only 
Read it. In the former, the Two Thouſand Pounds was 
for Sir Georges Pyeſent Supply ; In the Larter, 1t was 
as Part of a greater Summ. . In the Former, Sir George 
ſcem'd well enough Content with the 15090 |. Inthe 


Latter, he thonght 1t too Little. Nay in fol. 35. Sir - 


George open'd It, wich Implyes, it was Then Folded ; 
and yet fol. 36. Sir George Wakeman Folded it. up, not 
Folded it up Anain : But Barely [ Folded it up,] which 
looks as if it had not been Folded betorc. 

In Sir & eorge Wakeman's Tryal, he fays, that Sir Geo. 
VVakeman Fetch ed a Turn or Two about the Room, ſeem- 
ing Angry, and Diſcontented, and asked Harcourt if he 
La any Thing for him ? Thew Harcourt aſked bim how the 
did Proceed : ? ſfayd he, 1 dont know whether I ſha or 
No, &c. fol. 31. with That , Harcourt, went t9 bis Cabt- 
act "ond rock, out Five or. Sir papers, and brougnt 4 
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mall B;i Cc. Ib. (of 2000 1.) Well, ſayd Sir Georce, I 
T1 09 7 nd ſee if the BYul bc accepted, mn you ſhall hear 
oi 1c to Nivit. And Bedloe mer him Preſeatly aſter, and 

jr Gceor ae Av htin it was accepted, and that he was to £0 
in the A;tcraoon to Receive it, Ib. Soon after This, He 


75 Call'd upon to £0 OVET with This Part of his 2"*il 


dence again, fol. 46. and There we have him ſearching 
among bis Pags, oh finding a Little Note among them - 
And the Relation Eftectually to be quite Another Thin g. 

Fe 13 ow got into Clear Another ſtory than the 
ino Fora; for there was no ſuch Qneſtion as. [ Have 
you any Til 7 for A7e7 ] No ſuch Peeviſhneſs, or Heſt- 
tation , as / I dint know whether T ſhall or No] In One 
Tepokrion, Five 9 $1 Papers taken out of the Ca- 
binet, Whereas in the other Depoſitions, there's men- 

.0n made only of Oze. Nor 1s there any Talk of Ac- 
cefptance or Payment. 

There remains Yet Another 1cruple with a reſpect 
to the 75ving of This ation , which is Never to be 
ReconciPd. "He makes it before the Council, to have 

been the Lattcy part of the laſt Summer, 1. &. 1678. 

I hat 11 s Meeting was In Harcourt's Chamber [It was 
(T1 think , 1) 's He ) about the beginnag of Auguſt. Sir 
(Ceorge 1 akemans Tryal, fol. 37. ] But being Preſs'd 
aiCTWa wh; by Sir George Wakeman in Theſe words 
LY pat Day was itythat T had the Diſcourſe with Harcourt, 
ang Received the Bill fi om him, as You ſay ? ] 

LAT; . Bedloe ] Zo ſatisfie you as well as I can, I ſay it 
na the Begi mg of Auguſt, or Part of the Beginning. 
[ Tk 20t | {re k to a Day, p.49. 

S9 that according to Bedloes Oath before the Coun- 
ctl, of J#7 ' 2.4. 1979, Mr. Harcourt gives Sir George 
MH akReman at at, which Bedloe Underſtood to be Meant 
of kis being Finp oy *d to kill Sir Edmund-bury Godfrey, 
and Bedloe looks the ſame way in his Evidence at Sr 


(reorge IF akeman's Tryal. Sir George asked of Harconrt 
({ays 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Cnfolded. bu 


{ſays he ) Who 1 was ? Said he, 'Tis a Friend, that 
hath been loag Engaged tn our Bus neſs, andis todo the 
Next Great Work to Yorurs. Fol. 37. 

Now upon the Upſhot of the Matter, Bedloe ſwears 
that Sir Edmwmndbury Godjrey was Murthered becauſe of 
Tong's and Otes's Enformations that he had Taken : and 
Bedloe was Employed at the Beginning of Auguſt to 
Deſtroy Godfrey, tor having Taken thole Enformations, 
which he never Took, nor ever ſo much as heard of, till 
the Sixth of the Following September. 

His Swearing Off and On in the Caſe of |Whitebread 
and Fenwick, was a Notable Caſt of his Faculty too; 
that is to ſay, They, being upon their Tryals with 
Ireland, Grove, and Pickering, Bedloe declares, that [ he 
does not Charge any Man but them Three] and when he 
was told by the Court, [ What he ſaid was not any Ewvi- 
dence againſt Whitebread : ] and demanded what he 
could fay as to Fenwick : his Anſwer was in Theſe 


words, [_ Vo more then as Thave to Mr VVhitebread. Tre- 


ands Tryal, fol. 42. } But This Notwithſtanding 
Whitebread and Fenwick, were remanded back to the 
Goale, by rcalon that Otes's Teſtimony was fo Full : It 
being Inſiſted on, That the King having ſent forth a 
Proclamation for further Diſcovery, there was [No 
Oneſtion made, bit that before the Time therein prefixed 
ſhould come out, there would come 1n more Evidence, Ib. 
Pag. 50. 

'This was at the Seſſions-Houſe at the Old-Bayly ; 
December 17. 1678, where They were brought upon 
their "I1yals again on the 13. and 14. of June, 1679. 
at which Tryal, Bedloe Charged Whitebread upon the 
Matter of the Forr Ruffans that were ſent to Windſor 
about September, fol. 32. and Whitebread, and Fenwick, 
Both, with being Privy and Conſenting to the Prattice, 
tol. 33.. Bedloc”s Evidence paſs'd for Currant, notwith- 

ſtanding, 
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ſtanding his former Declaration; and upon the Sum- 
ming of it up, Prance was alſo accounted npon as a 


Third Witneſs. 


p 


CHAP. VL 


An Abſtra of the Evidence that Bedloe gave con- 
cerning the Death of Sir Edmundbury God- 
ftrey. Firſt, before the Lords Houſe, the Lords 
Committees, ard ihe King and Council. 2ly,. 
QOpon the Tryals of Green, Berry, and Hill, in: 
the Court of the Kings Bench: With Notes upon 
the Whole. I | 


7 Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey being found, 
a View paſs*d upon it,and a Yerditt deliver'd up; 
it Behov'd the Witzeſſes ( whether they were True or 
Falſe) to keep cloſe to the Circumſtances of the Fat 
that was before them : And therefore, ſince a Maltci- 
05 Murther it VVas to be, There muſt be ſome Provo- 
cation Thought upon, or Preſum?d: Hands found out 
to Execute1t; a Place Convenient for the Afton; ſome | 
I/ay or other Propos'd for the Doing of it ; and then Þ 
ſome Mears or other for the getting of the Body out of 
the Way when the Deed was done. This Train of 
Fore-caſt, brings us Decently to Primroſe-Hill; and 
whetner he, went Thither by Horſe, Chair, Litter, 
Coach, or Waggon, it Matters not a Single Marque, 
rrovided there be a Decorum 1n the Story ; and that 
the Thing be done A-Gods-Name, as they ſay, and 
without the Help of Spirits, or Art Magick to Convey 
him Thither., The Next Paint to be conſulted, 1s the 
Pofuion of the Body in the Ditch The Sword, the 

> BE | Bruiſes, | 
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Hint of Forehead to bear him ont in the Hiſtory - 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Unfolded. 43 


Bruiſes, the Circles about the Neck, and Finally, the 
Linnen Cloth that he was Strangled with; which will all 
be taken into Conſideration in [Due Time and Place. 
As to the Viſible Matter of Fo#t, it ſtands gocd and 
agree*d upon at All hands, That 1s to ſay, the Death ; 


the Finding of the Body; the Place where he was found ; Tt: 
the Date Woen, the 71me and the Manner of Removing ma 
it; the Summoning of a Jury; the View, rhe Debne, ©, 20 
and the Yerdif. But for whar Jay out of $12i5.,1r muſt 14H 
be left either to Farther Diſcovery, or to Conjecture 2 | :H 
Though in a Magze-ftory as "I his was from the Eevin- 1-0 
ning, That which was well Famcy'd was well Frov's - And ' £3 ka 
no doubt but Bealoe and Praxce wonld liave made More I mg 
on't, if they had but been aware time cenovgh of the 148 
Bleſlings Heaven had 1n ſtore tor them ; and that the © "d BYE 


Fates had Deſign'd them one day for Supporters of a 
Glorious Church and State. They made a Shitt kow- 
ever to draw Blood, and at That Time, and in That 


Cauſe, the Speaking Head might have done as much. Wis 
The Miſchief was, that Pealve's Bolt was Shot fo long 75 | 
before Prance appear'd ; And that notwithſtanding 1 


the General Lights given to Prance about Godfrey and 
Bedloe, in the Newgate-Paper heretofore ſpoken of, he 


was yet left Miſerably in the Dark,how to pur Things Ws 
and Things together, toward the Formaiizing of a 15 
Story. He very well knerr, upon the Main, tliat Godfrey ; oe 


was to be Kill'd at Somerſer-Houſe ;, and the Papiſts to 
do It ; but upon what Provocation ; to what End; how 
to get him Thither ; In what Part of the Howfe ; and 
In what 7Aarnner it was Done ; -and what Numerical Per - 
ſoas were to do it ; How to Diſpoſe of the Body from 
Place to Place;, When, and which way to get*it Ont ; 
His Inſtructions were ſhort, and nothing but pure 


This may ſerve for a kind of Apology for their Bluwm- 
ders In the Gencral, bit we ſhall now look into the 
| Merits 
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44 he Myſtery of the Death 
Merits of the Cauſe, upon a2 Sober and Candid View 
of their Evidence in Particular 


Bedloe's Evidence before the Lords, as it ſtands up- 
on the Journal, Friday, Nov. 8. 1678. was Eriefly 
'Ihis. 
He [KNOWS] that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
Murther*d zz Somerſet-Houſe, 07 Saturday, by Charles 
Walſh and Le Phaire, Jeſuits : and by T'wo Lay-men. 
He ſaw the Body after it was Murthered, and before it 
was carry'd out ;, and Le Phaire told him he was Stifled be- 
tween 1'wo Pillows; and he was offered Two T houſand 
Guinneas to be one of the Three to carry out the Body ; 
which was kept either in the Room, or the next where the 
Dike of Albermarle lay i State ; that the Chair-men who 
carry'd ont the YVody, on Monday Night at Nine of the 
Clock, are Retainers to Somerſet-Houſe, but he kaows 
*nem 10; He faith that Walſh, Le Phaire, and Pritch- 
ard told him, that the Lord Bellallis Employ'd them in 
This Bus neſs.] 

Upon his Examination before the Lords on theT. Heſday 
Tollowiz:g, He calls to Mind, that He was offered Four 
Thou, 11d Pound to be one of the F our, or Stx, that ſhould 
RU h7m, which ha promiſed to do, but Saunter”d up 
and down, to Grays-Ii 1n-W alks, Flerſtreet, Read-Lyou- 
Court, Palſerave-Head Tavern, Somerſer- Houſe-Court, 
Cc. and was none of the Man at laſt,cither to kl, or 
?20.carry away ; but tells a Story how be {aw the Body; 
ad Le Phaire, VValſh, Beeſton, Atkins, and one belonging 
zo the Queens Chappel in the ſame Place with the Body. ] S0. 
that by this Time, he had made a kind of an Ambling 
Story on'r. [They Agreed, he ſays, to carry him in a 
Cnair to Clarcndon-Houſe-Corner, and there to put him 
72 4 Coacn, to carry him to the Place where he was found ;, 


and having concluded This, they agreed to carry him off at 
Eleven 
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Eleven a Clock of the ſame Night.) But now to the 
Timing of the Bus'nels. 

Bedloe Swears that berwixt Fight and Nine at Night, 
Le Phaire and He met in the Cloyſter at Somerſet-Houſe 
Court, and paſs'd the Time there about Half an ' Hour 
After This, they watked into the Middle of the Court to be 
out of Hearing ; and Le Phaire told him, that the Perſon 
whom he was to kill was kill'd already, and his Boay thre 
ia Somerſet-Houſe ; but he ſhould ſhill have half the Re- 
ward, if he would help to Carry the Body to a Place where 
they had choſe to lay him. Bedloe asked who ſhonld go with 
him ; and Le Phaire Named himſelf for one ; Mr. Walſh 
the Lord Bellaſſis's Gentleman, Mr. Atkins, and one that 
belonged to the Queens Chappel. Le Phaire then brought 
him by the Hand in the Dark, led him into the Room where 
the Body was, and then pull'd a Dark Lanthorn from under 
his Coat, and ſhemw*d a ſmall light in the Room, where Bed- 
loe Jaw the Perſons before Named, &c, After This, they 
Debated how to carry him out, and to what Place; and 
Agreed upon the Hour of Eleven That Night, (as is ſaid 
already.) Some further Chat they had about the Perſon that 
was Murthered, but Bedloe Excuſing himfelf for One Half 
Hour, gave them the Slip, and came no more char” Niohr. 
Le'Phaire Meeting him the Next Day, told him that the 
Perſon was Juſtice Godfrey, and how they got him to So- 
merſet-Houſe, and where they formd him, viz. That He 
Himſelf, Walſh, and me Lord Bellaflis Gentleman »:c 
him by the Kings-head-Inn iz the Strand, Croſſing of the 
Street, about Five of the Clock; ard told him, that if 
be would pleaſe togo with them ſo far as Strand-Bridge, 
they a bring him to a Place near St, Clements Church, 
where there were a Company met ;, Principal Plotters of 
{1 hat Deſign againſt the King] and There (if he would £9 
preſently ) he might Take them, and the Principal of theiv 
Papers, &c.] To ſhorten the Matter ; Godfrey ofc- 
red his Warrant and a Conſtable; but was loath to go Him- 
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A6 The Myſtery of the Death 


ſelf, though they got him at laſt into Somerſet-Houſe 
Court; Ile Somebody m5 one as pretended to fetch a 
C onſtable : . and aſtra Turn or T wo, there came Two. Per - 


ſons more, and flnwd lim into a Room ;, Preſented a Piſtol 


to (hoot bun, 1f be made a Noiſe ;, but if he would Anſwer 
their Ex petferiver they would do him no Flarm ;, and ſo 
they bad him ſcad fon the 1 xamiuations, He ſayd he 
had them not : ll upoa Refuſal, they ſeiz"d, and ſtifled 
him with a Pillow ; but finding ſometime after "that he WAS 
ot quite Dead, (hey ſtrangled Lim with a Long Crevat, 
which Crcvat Bedloc ſaw the AMuinday Night "about bis 
Neck; Le Phaire relling him further, That they had made 


a Wound j in his Body, and layd his Sword by him, as if 


he had kilPd himſc If. 


I ſhall only Note upon the Enformations above, that 
if Bealoe had ſtuck 1n his Second Depolition to the Offer 
of TwoT houſand Pound in theFormer,to help carry away the 
Body,without Clapping 1 In Four [ booſand Pound Extraor- 
dinary, to be Oze of the Four, or S7x, that ſhould com- 
mit the further, the Story would have nung never 
the worſe together ; for when his Hand was in, upon 
the Reward, "Twas a wonderful-T hing how he ſhould 
remember the Two Thouſand,and forget the Four ; and 


then the Carrying out of the Body at Vine of the Clock. 


in his Depoſition of Friday, Nov.8, And the Reſolnti- 
on of not Carrying it out "till Elever,in his Depoſition 
of the Tueſday foilowing ; This Stumble, I fay, has 
knockt the Hiſtory quite our of Joy nt ; for it all 
not be leſs then Ten at the rate of his Second Enfor- 
mation, when they came to 2 fcfolution of carrying 
the Body off at Eleven, Whercas ke Fytayi Politive- 
Iy in the Former, that it was Car/y'd away at Nine, 
and yet in the T7yal, fol. 3.4. He Swears thar |. He ſaw it 
there after Nine. ] There was an w_ ky Overſight 


LOO 1n the Wording of the Pretence 3; when Le Phaire 
and 
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and his Fellows were to Trepan Godfrey into Somerſer- 
Houſe, under the Colour of a Meeting thercabonts of 
[ the Privepizl Plotters m [That Deſign againſt the King. 
And why Thar Deſien, to a ſtranger ! when the De- 
monſtrative is Nonſence, where the '1 wo Parties to the 
Colloguy do not Mutually Underſtand One Another. If 
Godfrey knew the Perſons, *tis odds he knew their Rel;- 
g10n, and their Charater ; and would never have been 
put upon, by known Jeſuits for the Diſcoverer of the 
Conſpiracy. 

Herc's the Summ now of the Depoſetions above ; but 
the Evidence that he gave upon the T7yals of Green, 
Berry and Hill, Feb. 10. 167-5. was briefly This. 

Le Phaire, Pritchard, Keines, &c. Treated with Bed- 
toe avout Murthering a Gentleman ; Promiſing him both 
Aſſiſtance, and Reward. Tryal, fol. 28. He was ſer to 
make an Acquaintance with Sir Edmund-bury Godtrey, 
and Ply'd him at his Houſe for ſix or ſeven Days together, 
on Pretence of getting Warrants againſt Perſons , whe: 
there were Nene ſuch , for their good Behaviour. He 
ſent 15 Boy from the Grey-hound Tavern m the Strand, 
Oftober 11. 20 have gotten Godfrey over to him. He had 
then Five Teſuits in his C OMPANY ; but Miſjing him at Home, 
Bedloe ad Two of the Jeſuics, Le Pharire, azd Walſh, 
went into tie City. Greens 'Iryal, p. 29. Le Phaire came 
ro his Chamber next Morning, and iſs 'd him, but by ac- 
cident they Att avout Four, Afternoon, m Lincolns-Inn- 
Fields; went to te Palſgraves Head together ; and there 
told Bedloe of a very Material Mon that was to be put ont 
of the way That Nioht ;, for he had goitca All Otes's and 
Tong's Enformations ; Ad if he were not Diſpatched, it 
would Endanger the Dclign. Bedloe ſaid, he ſhould need 
to be well ſeconded + And asking avout the Mony,Le Phaire 
told him the Lord Bellailis was Engao'd fort, and Colc- 
man had order to P ay it, The Summ was A4CCO /. Bcaloe 
Promis'd to Meet him at Somerſet-houſe That Night ; 
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43 The Myſtery of the Death 


but faiPd him, fol. 30.] and ſaw him No more "till he met 
him next Night in Red-Lyon Court, where he put his 
Cane to his Noſe, for a Hint to Bedloc, that he was ty 
Blame not to keep his Promiſe. They went together to the 
Grey-Hound Tavern zz Fleet-ſtreet, where they appoint - 
ed to Meet at Nine that Night, at Sorncrſet-Houſe. Bed- 
loe met him Exactly at the Time, when they Walk?d and 
Talk'd a Great While ; Le Phaire telling him, that he was 
Murther®d ; and offer 'd him Half yet to Help Carry him 
oft: aud fo ( ſays Bedloe ) he 100k me by the hand, and led 
me into the Room thorongh a Dark, Entry. In the Room were 
aGreat maity: T1 can't tell who they All were | Mr. Juſtice 
Jones] VVhat kind cf Light had they Mr. Prance? 
[ Mr. Ptance}] It was a Middle-ſiz?d Lanthorn. ['Mr. 
Juſt. Jones] VVas it a ſmall Light or a great Light ? 


| Air. Bedloe] Ic was a ſmall Light. [Mr. Juff., Jones] 


Had they No L:ght but that Lanthorn ? ['Mr. Bedloe] 
No, and they did not open 1t *till I had had a Turn 
about the Room. Upon thes, They Threw off the Thing 
that was layd upon Him, fol. 31. and Bedloe knew him ; 


| Aad he had about his Neck ſuch a kind of Crevat (ſays he) 


as I hs about my Neck, and I went to Try and could not 


get my Finger ir betwixrt. Bedloe would have had Wi etghts 


Ty'd to hu Head and Feet, and Thrown him into the River. 
No, ſay'd they, We will put it pon Himſelf, there are None 
but Friends Concer d. So they Reſolvd to put him in a 
Chatr, ad Berry the Porier ſhould fit np to let them on 
at the Gate.. They told me ( ſays Pedloe) they had 
ſtrangled him, but how he did not know. They Preſs'4 
Bedloe to help Carry him out ;, but he Excnus?d himſelf, and 


faid it was too Early, and that about Eleven, or Twelve 4 


Clock world be a Better Time : So Bedloc promiſing 1.e 
Phaire p52 the Sacrament he 100k, on Thurſday , .to be 
at the Carrying of This Man That Night , he got away 


[ fol. 32. ] He went then to Briſtoll , bat very Reſtleſs, 


_ and Diſturld in bis Mad, Pill at laſt be could forbear 
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Diſcovery 20 longer ;, and fo ke wrote to the Secretary of 
it, and went to the Parliament, and gave 1 his Enforma- 
© tion. 
> | One Day ( ſays Mr. Bedloe ) 1 met with Prance 1 the 
! Lobby. 
[Mr. Attozney General] 7 will ak you one Queſt ion : 


Had you any Diſcourſe with Mr. Prance Between the time 


/ 
s you ſaw him with the Body, and the Day he was Appre- 
1 þ hcnded? 

4k Its to beNoted here, that Bealoe had faid Nothing 
e | atAIl as Yet of ſceing Prance with the Body ; but it was 
e tound a Neceſlary Tack for the Holding of the Story 
? Together, That the Two Ciief Afurtherers ſhould be 
brought Acquainted, 


Bedloe ſays further, he ſaw Green: aboxt the Court, and 
was told that Berry was to open tie Gate but he did not 
ſee Hill. Prance, he ſays, was taken up upon Suſpicion, for 
no | lying out of his Lodging; and when he was There, in the 
1: | Corſtable's Hands, Otes came by and Deſired to ſee him, 
e) þ #ndpreſently after He Himſclf came thither. The Conſta- 
mt © ble Aiking him, Mr. Prance, Will you ſee Mr. Bedloe ? 
hrs © No (he jaid) he would not ; And then Praxce put his 
cr. þ Hat over kis Eyes, that Bedlive mig;iit not fſe2 his Face, 
me Þ Lfol. 3. ] Put Bedloe calling to have the Lobby Clear'd, 
E he happen'd at Prance”s coming by, to caſt his Eyes upon his 
| Face, and preſently kzew him, and Cry'd, Oh! Pray Sir 
| dtay; you are one of my Friends that mul| ſtay here : 
And T preſently Charg*d my Guards to take Cnarge of him. 
Saith the Conſtable, He is my Prisner. Is he fo, [aid 1 ? 
Then you have a very good Pris ner : And Pray look 
| fafe to him: And then when I went into the Houſe of 
| Lords, I made out my Charge againſt him, fol. 4. 


| Now to Compare Bedlve with Himſelf, in his Depo- 
ſition of Xt, S. 'I he Boay Was Carry"d-off on HAonday 
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50 The Myſtery of the Death 
Night at Nine of the Clock. He ſwears upon the 1 22h. 
betore the Lords, that He himſelf ſaw the Body there 
long after iNine, when they Agreed to carry 1t away at 
Eleven, and in Green's Tryal again, Expreſly that he . 
ſaw it there after Nine, fol, 34. 

He was told upon the 8th. That they ſtifled' Godfrey 
betwixt T wo Pillows. On the 12th. That he was 
{tiſled with a Pillow : And upon the 7ryal, fol. 32. was 
told they had Srrangled him, but he did not know How. 

In his Enformation, Nov.1 2. He appointed to mcet Le 
Phaire at Somerſet-Houſe at Eight iz the Evening, and 
accordingly, betwixt Eight and Nine, went Thither : but 
Le Phaire fayd he had ſtayd almoſt an Hour for him : 
whereas at the Tryal, the Appointment was Nine a Clock, 
and they met Exactly at the Hour. Tryal, pag. 31. He 
Swears, Nv. 12. 1678, That Le Phaire led him into the 
Room where the Body was; which was Dark, and pull 'd 
out a Dark Lanthorn, &c. Whereas 1a the Tryal, he 
takes Notice that the Entry was Dark, but not the Room, 
fol. 31, And he had forgot the Lanthorn, if Prance had 
ot minded him of it. Befide that he took a Turn in the 
Room Þetore it was opened. Ibid. Bed!oe had a mind, 
he ſays, to Diſcover, Two Years ago ; but was Pre- 
vented, and only DruPd them on to kyow the Party thas 
was to be Murther'd, that he might prevent them, Tryal, 
P. 28. It 1s here to be Noted, that, fol. 28. Bedloe was 
Reſolv*d to Diſcover ; but fol. 32. He is Contriving 
how to Conceal the Afrrther. And 2ly. That he had i 
a Mind to Diſcover it ſome Two Years ago; That 
is to ſay, a matter of Two Year before *twas 
Committed. He fays again, That He did not ſee 
Le Phaire, from Sunday, to Monday Night, pag. 31, 
And yet before the Lords, he met hizz by Accident, upon 
Sunday, 7 Fleetſtreet. The Jeſuits, he ſays, that were Þ 
about the Body, and had Employ'd him to Inſmuate hin-f 
felf into Godfrey*s Acquajntance, thought he had 10 

ky03% 


of Sir E.B.Godfrey Urfolded. c1 


known them, fol. 32. though it was Le Phaire, Pritchard, 
and Walſh, that ſet him to tinſmuate Himſelf into IF": 
trey's Acquaintance ; Le Phaire Himſelf that now 
ſhew'd him the Body. Tryal, pag. 29. And that were 
preſent ( as he Swears before the Lords) at the ſame 
Time 1a the Room with the Body. Prance Jays, T hat they 
run him throngh with his own Sword, and then threw him 
into a Ditch. Bedioe ſays upon the Journal, That they had 
made a Wound in his Body, and lay*d his Sword by him, 

Upon the whoJe Matter, This Story was certainly 
one of the Rankeſt Forgeries that ever paſs'd ſo much, 
and ſo long Current for a 77th : But we ſhall now rake 
a Summary View of Prance*s Evidence, upon the ſame 
Subject, and Pretext. 


CHAP. VIL 


How Prance came to be Takes up ; Hew be was 
Managed ; with the Sum of his Evidence about 
Sir Edunadiery Godfrey; and 4 Gentral Re- 


flexion upon the whole. 


E E Intrigue of Prance*s Aﬀair muſt be Methodi- 
cally Open'd, or It will never be Cleary Vnder- 
ſtood; and the Truth of the Hiſtory it ſelf, will ſuffer 
without the Light of an Orderly Introduftion. 

Prance had the Ill Fortune to have-a Lodger in 
his Houſe, one John Wren, that was bchind-hand with 
him for Fourtcen Months Rent ;, and Preſſing him for 
his Mony, he was obſery'd to caſt ont Threatning 
Words againſt his Landlord, Soon after This, there 
was a Tankard gone; and a Squabble about it ; but 
In thort, Prance never heard more of his T ankard; 

E A ) Ho 


& - 
x ' 
CL 
: - 
"; | 
f f 4 4 
Wi 
: " 
$7) 
»* 
. 4 | 
# 
— —_——— 0 EE ITT 0 Ro Oo na NE ES 
®. 


A * 
- . | ———_ N : - « 

_ — - > - * IF" . ne —— _ - —_ = 

Sx on =>q; m_ - > ”—oO—— — = - = 
—_— ; ; ane” peg 2 ON . ww 40K "= —_ -——OSCLERTTs tom. oc 
, 4 : TT ET Ons a3 «& —— + eo FE: _ E gm ye ap EN, 0 ———_— 
i A, a WO 4 ” . q Ved. p b : => =—_ — wh hart ERR. =e. Rr. » ob. n 
pd : 4 » wr da %.\ oe = * _ - ” 
o Y ” ——_ - ve a Pw, - . Bw a - OY. - + 
_ $ Ty pe v* ” _ "+> 
- P, K. p— » "8" ” _ = puta 
D—_— _ - RY : "0% - 
5 - = . MT, —— > = 4 . —_ ” 
. . - : . : £ : . ba” 4 ., - - 
Sm, : n . «4 IR 4% v by A, 
4 nr > inp +c.af L . 3 *% FP , => - K : 1 —» 5 PE n 4 — 
3 _ ” g ot. 
: -, Tr = 
—— > . 's d *k _— wo 4 oo 
org TEaIRs,.. po 
ſj q 4 — bo » on _ Sas _ as 4 _ _ _ 
, ” ” - - . - - * - 
.- DEM HG RF 2 5,6 #90. 4 F 4 _ . : - | owns ' % 2 p. ; : . . ; 
- 7 6 —_ W —_—_- > *. C l h 
4 i 7 * . hs -Y m—_ SY *, - - 
« , "" - 2 . - = TE 
- : « _ 4 as -»; . - ——_— __ n 
o . - nw —_ —_ ma I = : J = - 
- - _—_ . —___ - y ' . b : - R_ < 
P_— eo — We. A = » = © : pee: _ - 
. - " , W ets —j þ. 4 
, - ay « -M oo - — P =_ 
” : A _ — - P - " 
F o ” =_y 2 « pg c—_ zen” _ _ 4 
- . ih S ©. am - ” 3 
_— ” 
"Os - - dts #2 X » s - 
v < 2 _ . a 
- oy we " —— _ . 


. 
> d 60. 0 . 
FI 
. + 
” _- RT TAS T..- 
- 4 = % 


_— 


* 4 9 —— 
$a m—_ . 
- _ _ 
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He had his Rent Paid him on Sr. Thomas Eve, 1678. 
And Was Taken up Next Adornng upon -\ Warrant bear- 
ing Date the Day before, At the Inſtance and Com- 
plaint of This Wren and others, upon a Suſpicion of 
bzing Privy to the Aurther of Sir Edminadbury Godjrey. 
This VVarrant was Deliver'd to the Officer by one 
Hill, and there it was ſuggeſted in the Enformation, 
That Prance lay out of his Houſe ſome Nights while 
Sir Edmund was Miſſes. His Dealings with Grove : 
His Hiring a Horſe to go out of Town : His Brother 
being a Pricft ; Pickering, and Ireland having been at 
his Houſe, &c. It came to This, in fine, that FJohr 
Wren, Joſeph Hill, and Another, put in for the Five Hun- 
dred Porna Promis'd in the Proclamation ;, as being 
the Firſt Diſcoverers of the Aurther, and obtained a 


. Certificate to That End, Dated December 27. 1678. 


upon Pranccs Taking upon Himſelf to have had a 
Hand in the Action : He was Carry'd away in Cu- 
ſtody, into a Little: Room within a Lobby by the 
Houſe oi Commons, and While they were 1 here At- 
tending, i comes Beadloe ; ſtaring up and down, and 
Enquiring Privately which was the Pris*ner, They ſhew- 

ed him the Man, and fo foon as Ever he had got fight 
of him, he went his Way. 

' Now the Trith of this Matter is quite Another 
Thing from the'BuSneſs of the Lobby, as Bedloe has 
Reported it in his Evidence, Tryal 33, 34. for Bedloe 
did not Apprenend Prance, as he fays, but he was in 

Cuitouy already; No ſuch Jheſtion : $a, by the Con- 
itable as 427, Prance, will you ſ2 h edloe ? No 
Alacking o bis Hat over til Eyes; Not one Word ſayd 
Bedice to Prance; No Bidding of his Grards to take 
Coarge of him. And fo for the Busneſs of his pong 
19 Briſtoll, in ſach Troubie of Mind forſooth, for the 
Atuirthers that had been Already _ cd, and the Great- 
+ One's wat weis Daily intended, and hes being at laif 

a. 
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Convinced, and Writing to the Secretary, ©&c. Green's 
Tryal, p. 33+ *Tis all a Sham (as appears Already ) 
for he Wrote from Newbery upon his way to briſtol! ; 
and had the Cheat, the Perjury, and the Reward ar 
That Time in his Eye. 


After the Officers had Waited for ſome Hours with 1 
Prance in the Lobby., they Carry'd him to an Eating Hop 
Houſe cailPd Heaven; Into a Room ( as by Chance ) (4p 
where bedloe was Planted by Sir Willa; Waller, and "7% 
ſome Others, by Manifeſt Deſigu : when, of a ſudden, RE 1 
Up ſtarts Bedloe, and with an Oath VVorthy of That "LF By bel 
Mouth cry'd out [ 7hzs #5 one of the Rogues that T ſaw with ; | Lg 
a Dark Lanthorn about the Body of Sir Edmund-bury Wes 


Godfrey, but be was then in a Periwig. ] Prance was 
Carry?d from Thence to the Committee of Lords, and £ 
VYhile he was VVaiting to be CalPd; Wren came to "$600 
him and told him, [Now zs your Time to Confeſs, or you 7 
are Ruind: 7} ſpeaking of the Murther of Sir Edmund : Sr 
B. Godfrey. Bedloe Chargd' him before the Lords with fe FH 
the Murther ; and Wren, with being out of his Houſe MM. 
while the Body was ijjing, but he Deny*d All upon 
his Examination, Afirming that he knew Nothing of 


y the Murther, neither did he kzow Bedloe : and objeCct- T 
ing againſt Wrer, as an Jocompetent Witneſs. This was ; 

r | December 21, 1678. And the Heads of his Depoſitions | 

$ were as follows ; 

e | | 

n That he had been a Papilſt, but was now a Proteſtant, 


and had taken the Oaths: That he had wrought in his 
Trade for Groves, Pickering, Fenwick, and Ireland ; | 
That the Sunday after Theſe Perſons were Taken up, He F 
jayd in a Coffee-houſe, [they were very Honeſt Men: ] | 
which ſome People took offence at. He kept out of the Way 
0 for fear of being Queſtion'd. He ncver lay out of bt: 
, Houſe but Three Nights 12 Two Year. He had not ſeen 
Rawion of the VYhite-houſe, This Twelvemonth ; Nor did 
4 hg 
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be £0 to the Ozcens Chappel once a Month. He Deny'd 
the Hiriig of a Horſe, at Firſt ; but Confeſs'd it after- 
W427, And ti: it was to Avoid the Oaths. T7 hat an Arre(t 
ftayd bim-ia Town. That bis Wife was a Papiſt. That 
he Chang*d Gninneas for ove Mr. Owen a Layman: That 
he had rething to do with the Death of Godfrey : That he 
ſent a Halbert over the Way once, when they were ſearch- 
ins for Arms ;, That he lay at a Neighbours Houſe on 
Morday when Sir Edmund was Miſſing. That he had 
made a Light Flaxen Periwig, of his Wives Hair, but he 
never Wore it ; That he had Dealt with Grove for Guin- 
neas, and bad Money of him for Work: That he knew 
Pickering, and had been lately in his Company, but Net- 
ter VVallh, mor Prichard : Thar Pickering was a Clark 
in the Queens Chappel: That he did not kaow Le Phaire, 
and thinks he did not know Captain Pugh; And that hg 
was at Home from Five the Laſt Night, to Eleven. 


I have been the more Particular in This, in Regard 
of the Relation it has to All the Reſt ; but to come 
Round now to my Bus'neſs, Here's the ſhort ont. 


Upon Saturday, December 21. Prance Denyes All. 
His Firſt nights Lodging in the Condemr?d Hole, and 2 
Paper of Inſtrudions next his Heart on Sunday Morning, 
Moliity*'d, and made very Wax of him to Yield to Any 
Impreſſion, That Sunday Night, by the help of ſome 
iPumimations in Alaer{gate Street, he began to ſee Day- 
{17/, and to-Promiſe Diſcoveries, if he Might be ſure 
ot a Pardyn. On Munday, the 23. [The Honſe was In- 
form'd (as I find it upon the Lords Journal) That Miles 
Prance hath made ſome Diſcovery of the Plot, and hath 
offer 'd 19 make further Diſcovery of the Plot ;, and alſo 
reaching the Death of Sir Edmund-bary Godfrey , and 
the Whole Manncr of it, If be might Firſt be fully Aſſured 
of his Majeſties Gracious and General Pardon, &c. 
SO The 


S 
. 
/ 
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The Plot goes Firſt, I perceive ; but upon This Re- 
Port, Immediate Application was made to His Maje- 
ſty; a Full and General Pardoy Promis'd ; and it 
was forthwith [ Order'd, that certain Lords ſhould acquaint 
Miles Prance 1 Newgate, 1hat Afternoon with his Ma- 
qeſties Gracious Aſſurance, and that they ſhould then and 
there Proceed to Examine him thorougly in Order to a True 


and perfett Diſcovery ;, and that Care ſhould he taken that 


No other Perſon, Lo2d, 0) Commoner ſhould be p2e- 
ſent at the ſaid Examination, but the ſaid Lozds, and 
the P2is'ner.] 

The Houſe of Commons paſs'd Two Orders of the 


| ſame Date likewiſe, upon the ſame Subje&. 


1. Orderd, That the Committee of Secrecy, or 
any Three of them, do repair to the Priſon, and take the 
Exammation of Mr. Prance touching the Plot, and the 
Murther of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey. 


Poſt Meridiem. 


2. Ordered, "That the Committee of Secrecy appoint- 
ed to Examine Mr. Prance,do Jmpart to the P2is'ners 
in Newgate, the Tontents of Yis Wajelties Pzocla- 
mation in Relation to the Diſcovery of the Plot agatff 
his Majeſties Perſon and Government, Commons Jour- 
nal, pag. 206, 207. 


It makes a Man Tremble, to think what a Jayl-De- 


very of Diſcoverers this Temptation might have Pro- 
duced. The Afzrance of a Pardon,had by T his Time 
Mellow'd Prance, and made him Ripe for a Further Ex- 
amination ;, ſo that upon Tueſday Morning, Decemb. 2.4. 
He was Examin'd by the King in Council,about the Plor, 
and about the Marther, with a Promiſe of Pardo; upon 
= Full Diſcovery. 
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Hereupon he Declar'd, That One Girald, an Triſh 
Prieſt ſpoke to him about the Killing of a Man, not ſaying 
who it was ;, this was about a Formight beforc the AMurther': 
And about a Week, after, Girald, Green, and Hill told 


1m they world Kill Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ; for be 
mas an Enemy to the Queen, or her Servants: He had us'd 


ſome Iriſh Mc 1l ; a Birald told him, the Lord Fel- 


laſlis world ſee the Aftion rewarded ; Girald owning ax 
Old Grudge to Sir Edmund, about a Bn,ineſs of Pariſh- 
Duties. He ſaid they had Warchd him a Week or Fort- 
#ight before his Death : Green had call*d at his Houſe that 
Saturday Morning, and tat He, Gira]d, ard Hill had 
Dogeg'd him That Day until he came by his Death. 

His Ma jeſty thereupon appointed rhe Duke of Men- 
mouth, and the Earl of Offory to take Praxce's Enforma- 
tion at Somerſer-FHouſe, from Place to Place, where the 
Things were actcd ; which they d1d accordingly, and 
reported the Matter to his Majeſty in Council, which 
Report we ſhall here Inſert at Length, as the very 
Key of the Impoſture, to any Man that ſhall but "Trace 


the Story throngh the Lodgings. 
May it Pleaſe your Majeſty, 


gf Obedience to your Majeſties Order ſignified to us this 
Wormng in Council, we have been at Somerſet-Houſe, 


and there taken the Examination of Miles Prance 4 Silver- 
Smith, touching the Murther of Sir Edmundbury God- 
trey, pon the Place where the ſame was Committed, and 
1m Virtue of the Oath taken before your Majeſty, be decla- 
red as foloweth., 


That it was eithcr at the Latter End, or the Beginning 
of the * Veek, that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey did, about 
Nine of the Clock at Night, paſs from towards St. Cle- 


ments 45 far as the Great Water-gate at Somerſet Houſe, 
being 
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being watched and followed by Lawrence Hill, one 
Green, and one Gerald ; that. Hill making ſeone hajt 
before, "ſept within the Wicket which was open, and turn- 
1117 ſoon out again, call*dto Sir Edmund as he was Paſſing, 
and ſaid he were two Men quarrelling within, who might 
ſoon be quicted if once they ſaw him: W berenpor he entred 
through the Wicket, and after bim, Green and Gerald, 
and down they all went, till they cameto a Bench that 1s _ 
the Bottom of the Deep Deſcent, and joyning to a Rail next 
t0 the upper end of the Stables oa the Right hand : That up- 
on the ſaid Bench, there were ſitting and attending their com- 
2ng,, the Examinate, Miles Prance, and one Berry the 
Porter of the Other Gate, togetacr with an Iriih-man 
that Locsz'd at Green's Houſe, whoſe Name, es knows not ;, 
And by that time they were come half way down, - be the ſaid 
Prance wet wp to .the Wicket there to attend, and give 
notice, if any came; and at the ſame time the ſaid Berry 
went ſtretght on, from the Benclt toward the Stone Stairs 
which led to the Upper Court : and when $i Edmundbu- 
ry Godfrey came dywn to the Bench, Green, who follow'd 
him, put about bis Neck. a large Twiſted Handkercher ; p 
and therenpon all Fu reſt Aſſiſted, and dragged him tnto a 
Corner which 1. behind the ſaid Bench and the ſaid Rail : 
and Green, who Inform'd him 1n_the manner hereof, and 
with whom he had before Seen the large 1 wilted Hand- 
kercher, added, that he had Yhumped him on the Breaſt, 
and Twiſted bis Neck untill he Broak it. 

And the Examinant ſaith, that he did, in about a Quar- 
ter of an hour after he had veen fl anaing at the Witket come 
down to ſee what was done ;, aud found that they had Throat- 
led him, but his Body remain'd Warm, and ſeemd hardly 
Dead. But He, together with the ſaid Hill, Green, -Ge- 
rald, and Berry, and the Irift-man, rock him up, and 
coneyd him through a Door that is on the Left Hand 
coming down at the Corner of the Coach-Houſe, which 
leads up ſeveral Stairs into 4 long dark Paſſage or Gallery, 

OPentitg 
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58 The Myſtery of the Death 
opening at laſt into the Upper Court, it which Paſſage 
there is a Door on the Left hand, which being open'd, leads 
#p with Eight Stairs #:to Another Houſe adjoyning ; bur 
Immediately upon the Right hand, being got up, there is 4 
little Cloſer, or Square Room, into which they convey*d 
the Body z and there ſet the Body Bending, with the Back 
againſt a Bed, which the Examinant having now ſeen a- 
gain, thinks to be the ſame Bed that was there at the ſaid 
Time, He further ſaid, that Hill hved at this Houſe, 
and the Body was for Two Days Left there, i hzs care ; 
but thes bemeg afraid of Diſcovery, Hill, Gerald, Green, 
Berry, and the Iriſhman, as they told him, did Take and 
Convey the Body from thence about Nine or Ten of the 
Clock_at N*yls, and carry'd it into the Houſe, and into 
ſome Room towards the Garden ;, and that while the Body 
lay there, be waz, by Hill, condutted to ſee it, and ſaw the 
Body as it lay Bended, and Green, and: Gerald were 
preſent. That from Thence, npon a Tueſday Night, the 


Body was brought back near to the Place where firſt it lay, 


into a Room in the [aid Gallery, over-againſt the firſt Door, 
ſomewhat higher up towards the Court, the Chamber belong- 
#10 to ſome of the Servants of Sir John Arundel, where it 
remaisd wunti! Nine or Ten of the Clock, on Wedneſday- 


Night + ad then, thimking it fit to remove it to the | ittle 


Room where \1rſt jt Lay, this Examinant happened to come 
& they were lifting it up the ſaid Eight Steps, whereupon 
Hill and Berry fled, as ſuppoſing him to be ſome Stranger ; 
but Gerald, Green, and the Iriſhman ſtood ſtill ; and ſo 
he helped them to Lift up the Body into the former Cloſet, 
and There it continued till after Twelve of the Clock the 
ſame Wedneſday Night. Hill and Berry came to. them 
when their Fright was over ; and Hill having got a Sedan, 
and placing it in the long dark Entry at the Foot of the 
ſaid Eight Stairs, they put the Body thereinto, The Exa- 
z:inate Prance, and Gerald, firſt took, up the Chair, and 

CON- 
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tonvey*d it through the Upper-Court ; Berry the Porter 
open”d half the Gate, and let them out ;, and they reſted not 
till they came t9 Covent Garden, where Green, and ano- 
ther Iriſh-man took, their Turns, and ſo carry'd the Sedan, 
and Body in it, as far as the New Grecian Church in 
the So-ho ; and there Hill met them with a Horſe ; where- 
upon they took, out the Body, and forcing open the Legs, they 
ſet it upon the Horſe, Hill Riamg behind,to keep the Body up, 
while Green, Gerald, and the Iriſh-man wext to accom- 
pany him. Berry the Porter did not depart from the Gate, 
and the Examinate Prance, fearing to be miſſing, return'd 
home when the Body was ſet on Horſeback ; and the Sedan, 


| which was left ia one of the New Unfiniſhed Houſes, they 
took t up, and brought it home as they came back. 


He further ſaith, That the Boay lay in Somerſet-Houſe 
about Six or Seven Days, before it was Carry*d out : 
but he 15 not certam in the Number of the Days. He was 
very Poſitive as to the Place where the Murther was Com- 


' mitted, ard. the Manner of it; 4s alſo for the Room 


where the Body was firſt laid ; but being deſired to condutt 


5 to the Room next the Garden, he led ws to the Corner of 


the Piazza on the Left hand, and ſo down a Pair of 
Stairs, and ſo far ſeemd to be aſſured he had been Led, and 
did think_that he paſd through the Great, Court Below - 


\ But when from Thence we went up and down into ſeveral 


Rooms, he ſcewd very Doubtful, and conld not aſcertain 
the Places ; faying, He bad never been there but that Once, 
when Hill convey him thither with a Dark Lanthorn ; 


but that it was ſome Chamber towards the Garden. © In the 


Houſe where the Body was firſt layd, we found a Woman, 
mhoſe Depoſition we have taken ;, She was Houſe-keeper to 
Dr. Godwin, and the [aid Hill had been a Servant to the 
ſaid Door in this Houſe, for above Seven Years ; and con- 
ned to live there ſince the Doftor”'s Departure until \/1- 
chaelmas Laſt : bus that he hath been there Three ſeveral 
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Times ſince; and ſhe alſo Rvew the Examinate, and calPa 
him by hs "nn 


All which is humbly ſubmitted to your Majeſty. 


2.4. Decemb, | Aonmouth. 
t 6 7 9. h Offory. 


Upoa reading which Report, it appear'd that the Parti. 
eulars were very Conſonant to what he had ſpoken at the 
Board in the Morning, before hzs going ;, at which time being 
alſo further asked, Why he gave ſo different a Relation 
to the Commitee of the Lords, from what he now fo 
freely Confeſs'd ! He made Anſwer, He was in much 
Confuſion betore the Committee, being not ſure of his 
Pardon ; but now, being Sure of it, and alſo upon 
bis Oath, he did Speak. the whole T roth, according to 
bs K. inlcee And being then further Asked, Why he came 
not in upon the Proclamation, and ;the Reward there- 
of : He ſaid, He was aftraid to Truft thereunto. And 
being further Asked, What Reward he had receiv*d from 
418K thoſe that Employ'd him ? He ſaid,He had yet received 
Wl; no Reward, nor had he ſought for any, but only the 
wt Promiſe of Gerald, that there ſhould be a Reward, by 
the Lord Bellaſſts. 'He faid that he wrought in the way of 
bzs Trade to the Queens Chappel, and was a Roman Ca- 
tholick, but that about Eight Weeks ago he had taken the 
Oathes : Being Aked, Whether there were no Guards 
in the nſual "Places, at the time of Carrying on this 
Work ? He ſaith, He did not take Notice of any : And 
being ashed, Whether he ſaw Bedloe when he was Car- 

ry'd to ſee the Body, when it lay in the Back-Chamber 
pear the/Garden ? He Anſwered, He could not tell 
whether Bedloe was There or No; but doth remember, 


Lat Gerald, and Green, were then Preſent, He adas, 
thats 


4 
= 2 5:72am ; - 
C 2 _#—, . PERS p” - ==> 
- *s _ & — * oY - 
. _— ” - — e 


= _ 
- = _ - woes _— 
m—_ — _— 
FX ra # vi ba ra. Theo - 6 as . = +>. — I  — my 
- ymnmn—,_- > th - re wn ls - Js G ws,” = 
map 1 L<w Z 3%» . - 
wk, 4 "ES Yu oo AY - ws wy : « - - FO" " —— wand ”— n . 
. « Fs my 2 mo wo -w - 9 -off ry s POE > >*> - __ —_ » Rn x . 
- - 
wy F 
_—_ < by A : = - 
by 8 - p 34 » p4 ; 
- YR. . 6 : i it __ .——— 7 % EY Ls PR _ _> 
4 w ' . - mo 4 
_ " d——_—— . ſo " L - - , _— ; 
; Py VT . wy _ 
> wy - —_ = : - - _ N 
- . 4. % = 
_ a. a Fo ——_ A _—_ . 2 : F* b 4 - , " 
_ — - Dr . 4 
v4 A _ o : —o_ M w—_ = 
= : ny h - _ o oo - - _- - 
© 3 ITE In ow rg tag jg. 1 FG : 4 I 
. - _p—— 
q P a F 
F Z Pk > NY o by 8 Ln. - I 1 
- _ agm__ mt . - —— 3 . . F _ | 
" oy X = D - _ 

_ * = >» +» Do _ « . . LIT - _ ny , = 'Y. 

- - none 9" - g ; 

i n | p * 2. «d - - - SS W196: a = WP ws s <> q " 

. . _ SS. d. _ d as Preys _s 4 __ ” 
i 1 

I _ 
. ; 

= | 
: 

. 


. 
-  —_ 

w -—_ 

= - - 


F 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey OUnfolded. GT 


that Hill, Green, and Gerald, told him that they had at 
Primroſe-hill Thruff Sir Edmund's Sword through his 
Body, till it came an Inch out of his Back : and that he 
ftrugled very mitch at the time they ſtrangled him, but 
that Green punched him with his knees upon his Body, t9 
baſten his Deatb. 


\ The Council fate again in the Afrernoon, and Prance 
was Conftronted with Green, Hill, and Berry, who De- 
ny'd every Syllable of the Charge, and Prance ſtood as 
ſtoutly to every Point of the Accxſation. 

On the Following 25, 26, 27, 28, December , there 
paſs'd little more then the ſame thing over again, 
from ſome Members of Both Houſes, who were often 
with him in Newgate, and {till telling him, when his 
Evidence did not agree with Bealoe's, that he was a 
Rogue, and had a Mind to boil All, with Menares if he 
did not Confeſs. 

Upon Sunday the 29th, he was Examin'd before the 
King in Council; And,Dezying All;, he was asked what 
Inducement he had to the ſtory * Why he ſwore agaiiſe 
Thoſe Perſons * Who put him upow't ? He ſaid, No Body 
Prompted him; He only knew the Men that he ſwore a- 
gainſt ; He never ſaw Bedloe before he was taken up. 
He knew Nothiag of the Plot, nor of the Murther ; AZ 
be had Sworn was Valle ; He never was Guilty of any 
Man's Bloud, and could not Reſt for the Story he had told : 
But Wren ought him A4ony, and Threatned him be- 
cauſe he Preſs'd him for't ; and fo Hard him into. 
Some there were that CalPd him a Thouſand Y:l/aizs, 
and Apoſtates; and Threatned to ſhew him the Wrack; 
but he was in the Concluſion, Remanded to Newgate. 
It ſhould have been Premis*d, that the Keeper being 
Order*d to Attend the Council with his Pris ner, 
France made it his requeſt that he might Wait upon 
bis Majeſty, before he Carry'd him to the Council. 

Captain 
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Captain Richardſo» Enforn'd the King of his Earneſ 
delire; and he was Order'd to Carry Prance to 1M, 
Chiffinch*s Lodgings, which accordingly he did ; and 
ſtayd there together with him, ?till his Majeſty came . 
into the next Chamber, and Beckond Prance to come to 
him; and the Door was ſhut after him. He had been a + 
very ſhort time there, When his Majeſty Open'd the 
Door, (Prance being then upon his knees) and bad Mr. 
Chiffinch, and Captain Richardſon to take Notice of 
what Prance {ayd ; VVho, being callFd upon to ſpeak . 
what he had to ſay, [ Declar'd that the Men he had ſworn 
againſt, were All Innocent : and that All he had ſworn 
againſt them was Falſe : which he Afirmed with great 
Paſſion, and Earneſt Aﬀeveration. The Late Bleſſed Þ 
King Preſſing him in Theſe very Words, (as I have good I 
Authority for't ) Upon your Salvation is it ſo? 
Prance Replying Upon my Salvation the whole Ac- 
cuſation is Falſe ] He was Carry*'d thence to the 
Council , where he fell down upon his knees alſo, and 
Deny*d All that he had ſworn at Firſt ; Inſomuch that 
the Duke of Monmouth Inferr'd, that Certainly they 
had let Priefts and Feſuits come to him , he could Never 
kave gone off as he did elſe. He told the very ſame 
ſtory to the King in Council upon the goth. as he 
had done upon the 294. To Conclude; He ſtood 
Firm to This Deryal, againſt All Terrors, and Temp- 
rations, from the 29th. of December ,, to the 11th. of 
the Following Fanzary;, and his Carcaſs had not as yet 
mo the full Maſtery of his Conſcience ; but when 
e once overcame That ſ{cruple, He Proceeded by De- 
grees from a fin of Tnfirmity, to the Habit of a Moſt 
Aalicious V/ickedneſs : Though upon the VVhole Mat- 
ter, I have Charitable Reaſon yet to Believe, that God 
has vouchſaf*d him, the 2ercy, and the Grace of an 
Unfeigned Repentance, 


Re. .. es to; 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. 63 +. 
1 ſhould now come to take his Weſtminfter-Hall Evi- 0.48 


26. Nay My Lord Offory Himſelt had ſuch an Opinion bs 
of the Story, that Mr. Vincent who was then Attending 20 
i _— 


wy hy . . ” 


dence to Pieces; but telling Iis Tale by Book, and ha- y <j 
| ving Little or No occaſion to Change his Note, His 1 v7] 
; running the Hiſtory over and over in his Evidence was $o 
' | in Effe&t but the fo many times ſaying of the /cme Ry 
ky Leſſon again. Not but that there are Blunders, abun- + 
El dantly, and JIncongruities, upon the Connexion, that are w 
-never to be Juſtity*d or Reconcil'd. As for Example. «jv 
c Prance ſwears before the King and Council, Decemb. os 
wy 24. 1678. That Sir Edmund-bury Godfrey was Mur- . 
Y ther*d either the Larter end,or the Beginning of the Week:; F. 
F and afterward, that the Body lay about Six or Sever ef 
: Days in Somerſet-houſe before it was Carry'd out : But 3g 
4 © be ſwears Pun#zally, npon the Tryals, to the Saturday Wes? 
4 | Horning: Nay to the very Hour of Nine or Ten, fol. 
5 IS. to the Dogging of him tall about Seven ; to his 
Y coming to Somerſet-houſe about Eight or Nie; where 
E: he lay till anday-Night ; and what became of him 
4 "all Trefday; and ſo to the Chairing of him away to 5.0 
t Prim-Roſe- Hill, upon Wedneſday about Midnight, which a Fig 
' amounts to but Four Days from Satzrday Night, and Y. 
from 1mday, but Two. | 
E But we ſhall have Work enough to Obſerve upon Z ; 
bs Contradictions and Abſurdities when we come to Con- ; $8,5.49 
q frent Prance, and Bedloe, One with Another : and in the T30-K 
p- Mean tune, it ſhall ſuthce, that he has given Himſelf Wb 1 
of the Lye with the Horrideſ? Sotemnity of Imprecations if oh. 
et Imaginable in Denyal of Every Article of his Accuſa- Ky 
tion : Beſides that he was as much Out, when he was. '# 
L to ſhew the Duke of Afonmonth and My Lord Off6ry the IE 
| Room in Somerſet-hoxſe where the Body was Firſt Lay'd, th 7: 
+ December 24. as Otes was to bring the Earls of Offory 14 
\ and Bridgwater to the Stair-Cafe that led to the Place Te 
n where he Overheard the Qneen ſpeaking Treaſon, Now. Of bf 
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64 The Myſtery of the Death 

the Duke of Monmouth, heard my Lord  Offory tell his 
Maſter upon AsKing What be Thought on't, that it was 
All a Great Cheat. 


CHAP VL 


The Sleret H; iſtory of Plante” S Condition, from 


December 29. os to January 11. 1679. and 
the Secret Manage of him in the Priſon. 


HE Readers Memory muſt be Refreſt'd once 
again with it, that Prance was T aken-up by the 


- Lords Committees ; Eaoian'd and Committed to Ne wgate, 


Decemb. 2.1. 1678. Finally, Deayias every Point "that 
was Charg*d'upon him. On the 224. Snaftsbury, &C 
had the Handling of him, (as Captain Richardſon well 
knows) and by the Help of a Preparatory Paper of In- 


ſtruttions, formerly ſpoken of, Wrought upon Good 


Natre lo far, as the next Morning to o'tain the Pro- 
miſe of a Pardon for. him, upon the Plor:Tondition of 
Making out a Full and Perfect Diſcovery; and on 
the ſame day he was Cloſe Ply*d in the Priſon with 
Two Committees, one after another, upon the Subject 
(to Croſs the Proverb) of Confefs, 4i:d you ſhall Nat 
be Hang'd. On the 24th. he Deliver'd his Enſormation | 
at large to the King in Council ; irom whence he was 
Remov*'d back again, and according to Order, put 
into a Better Lodging; There he "continued near 
a Week, with his Irons, ſometimes off, ſometimes 
on; During which Time, he was taken out by one 
of the Keepers, who told him, Tor are now ging 19 
be hang'a ; but they Carry'd hira to my Lord Chidf 
Fuſtice : And upon his Refuſal to Anſiver to Certain 1#- 

ter 024” 


- 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Ovnfolded. 65 


terrogatories, he was taken back again to Priſon : There 
paſs'd Nothing Coniiderable tiil the 2919. and 3cth. 
Upon which '1 wo Days, he did, with Ereadfil im- 
precations Declare, and Aifrm, box h to tine king and 
Council upon his K *nees,and [upon his Salvation ] (tho 
Thoſe Words are left out of Mr. Chiſnnche's Evicierce 147 
the Tryal) that his Depoſitions are wholly Faije, and the 
Perfect Innocent that he had Accus'd + Allirming like- 
wiſe to his Majelty and Council, that he had no ) other 
Hints to the Story he had told, then what he took 
from the aforeſaid Paper of Inſtrutions, , That vas jaid 
by him in the Condamn'd Hole in Newgate, as 1S ict torth 
In another Place. 

Now That which I call Pr. ance*s Secret Hiſtory, 1s the 
Account of what paſS'd in the Interval beriwixt 21S 
Falling off from his Former Evideace, and his retrruing 
to It az ain ; a Parentheſts that lyes mucit 1n the Dark, 
and a Period to) Remarkable to be Bury'd in Silexce. 

Soon after This Vehement Denyal, and Rerratiation 

of Prances, the Lords Committees (Fan, 2.) Order'd 
one Wiltam Boyce to Attend them about AZiles Prance, 
who accorCingly, with his Wite, Attended their Lord- 
ſhips on the 4th. And being Interrogated upon the 
Enformation of John V//ren about Prances Lying abroad 
at His Howſe, they made I his Aniwer. 


WILLIAM BOYCE Entorms, That upon Clapping up 
of the Jeſuits into Newgate, he was in a Coiice-Houle, 
with Miles Prance, wwo hearing thercof, Lamented their 

Misfortune, and openly Declar*d them to be + ch Honeſt 
Men, that ſome of the Company ſaid, they would Complain 
of him to the Council-Board :  whererpon mg being 
afraid, did, on Wedneſday and 1 huriday Night, the 
Second and Third of October Laſt, come 4nd lye at bis 
iTouſe, but never before, mor ſmace. And the Wite of 


#oyce alſo being calPd-in, Depoica the fame. | 
E Novw 
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Now This Enformation of Boyce Deſtroys the Oati 
of John Wren, that'ſays he was out Tueſday and Wed- 
naſday Night, when Godfrey was Miſling ; ad of Mar- 
garet hs Wife, that fays he was Milling Four Nights 
that Week:; And ſo of Charles Manning ; and Ehzabeth 
Trevor, that ſwear to his Lying abroad ſome Nights 
More or Fewer, betwixt the 12:4, and the 17th 
of Ottober, according to the Entryes of them made 
in the Council Bucks : He Perſiſted in his Denyal of All ; 
and from the 30:h, of December to the 81h. * January 
following, what with the Deadly. Cold, and Nalſtinels 
of the Place; the Diſtreſs of: his Condition, the 
Agony of his Thoughts, under the Horror of Drawing 
upon himſelf the Guilt of Iznocerrt Bloud, and the Gal- 
ling Weight of his 1-ons, he lay in ſuch Torments, 
both of Body and Mind, that he ſpent his Hours in 
Roaring and Groaning andReſtleſsly Exclaiming ;z and 
Cryivg out Not Guilty, Not Guilty, No-MYurther. 
And fo the fame Our: Cryes, or Clamours at leaſt, to 
that Effet, Over and Over, that they had no way ts 
Cover the Scardal, and the Inbnmanity of his Uſage, 
but either by. Imp zuting the Anguiſh "of a Wounded - 
Conſeicuce to the Ray ings of a Diftemper*d Brain; or i 
elſe to make a worſe Marter on't, by Ridiculing a Trus 
Repentaiice into the Story of a Connterfeit Madneſs. But 
when 1hins were at the worlt, files Prance was, now 
and then by Fits, as the Good Humour Prevail'd, Eavd 

"of his Irons; Comforted with Good Words ; and nO- 
thing of Mana age. Omitted ior the bringing Him to 
Underſtand Reaſon. | 

Lpon ne of; i of Jamary, 155-7. Captain Richardſon 

attended rhe Lords Com mirfees 4bout the Safe Cultody 

f Miles Pramce, according, to an Order of the Day | 

before. He was calld-in to ore ſome Enformation In 

\Writing concerning him ; as Alſo the Enformarion of , 

[:1s Servant Cha: les C goper F.2 24 it appearing tO tis F 
Lords 
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of Sir E.B. Godfrey Onfolded. 65 .-; 0p 

Lords that Prance ſtrives what he can to Counterfeit 3 
being ad, and that he ſpake Plameſt when he was in $194 
Troas,their Lordſhips therefore Direct Captain Richard- en 


. lou to return him to the Condition he was tir{t in, 
hoping by ſome Streightneſs he may be brought to {tand 
tothe Truth. Their Lordſhips further Order*! tha 
Dr. Zloyd, the Dean of Bangor, be Delired to Dii- 
courſe with Prance, in order to ſettle his Mind, it therc 
be any real Occaiion for it, and that Mr. Dear do at- 
tend their Lordlhips to Morrow to recetve Directions 

+ therein. = 

On the Day following Dr. Lloyd Attended the 

Conncil-Chamber, according to Order ; And thereupon 
a Letter of 1nſtruttions was ſent to Richard/on as fol 
OWS. 


SIC, 
Fie Lords of the Committees have This Afornino Dij- 
courſed Dr. Lloyd, the Dean of Bangor, concern- 
;-g Miles Prance, andthe Various Tempers he hath appear- 
» þ <@© m- and their Lordſhips have Deſired the Dean to try 
4 * mhether he can C ompoſe his Mind by ſuch Methods of Dif- 
F | courſe and Perſuaſion, as he ſhall thmkfir touſe. Wherefore 
e | the Lords Dirett that you, do from Time to Time permit 
to Ar. Dean to have Acceſs to him, as he ſhall deſire; and a: 
W WF well Allthe Papers of Mr. Prance's Evidence here Depen- 


, ; 

d aing, as alſo what yoirr Man Cooper hath Certify'd tonch- 
C WW 17 4 Behaviour, there, have been ſent to My. Dean fo; 
O I} Þis Better Enformation, &C. 


It appears hkewiſe upon the Comcil-Bogks that a Ser - 


vant of Captain Richardſon's Attended their Lordſhips the 478 
lame Day; liv 


Cooper, a Servant from Captain Richardſon, acquaint- 5 1 


q ea the Lords, that he ſate up laſt Nieht with Prance, nho Mg 
T ", arcording 0 Directions, pt ina Irons, He ſays, that 
© F 2 | ER PE 
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68 The Myſtery of the Death ; 


he ſlept very Little,and nſed much Raving Talk ; but having 
Drink by him, and pretending to have ſpilt it, by Flinging 
aywn the Veſſel, there did not appear one quarter of the 
Drink_to be fpilt. That when he put on his Stockings, ha- 
wing Stirrups within, aud one of them Tore, he layd the 
Pieces over each other before he drew the Upper Stocking on ; 
ard having put on his Shoes with the Buckles Wrone, be pre- 
fently Alter*d them to Rights. | 

The Next day, Ja. 16. Captain Richardſon had an- 
other Letter about giving Boyce Liberty to Vilit Prance 


inthe Words following. - 


SILK, 
HE Lords of the Committee did think fit Thu 
Morning to ſend for William Boyce, who was an 
old Fricad and Acquaintance to Miles Prance, and 
bclieving that he may do much toward the Compoſing of the 
Mans Mind, the Lords have Diſcourſed with him atLargc, 
and would have you alſo' Enform him in what you can, aid 
ro permit him from time to time to have Acceſs to the ſaid 
Prance, and he will come and Enform the Lords how things 
do Paſs, which 5 all I have in Command from the Lords t9 
fronifie, and am, &C. 
On the Next Day came Cooper again with Another Re- 
port from Newgate about Prarnce. 


Charles Cooper Servant to Captain Richardſon, gave 
their Lorathips an Account, how that Prance had Yeſterday 


Revd very much, but in the Afteraoon, grew more Mild, 


art deftr a to ſpeak with Captain Richardſon, which he aid, 
and ſoon aft Dr. Lloyd came to him: That he reſted 
will till Midnight, but then fell to Rave, Crying out 
frequently,that it was not Be Wurther'd him, bur They 
ELUd him. He having long forbora to Eat, Cooper told 
Mm he would loſe bis Stomach if he did not Eat , whereiſ- 
on he fellto Eat very Heartily, and havias the laſt Niobt 


th 00095 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Cufolded. 69 


thrown 1a to him 4a Flock-Bed, with a Piece or Two of 


Blanket to cover him, he made uſe of all to his Convenicncy, 
rather than to Continue 0n the Boards. 

On Far. 11. Captain Richardſon recerves Another 
Letter, as follows, about Prance. 


SIR, 
T*\ ZE Lords of the Committee having put into the hanas 
of Dr. Lloyd his Majeſties Warrant for Prance's 
Pardon, and Inſtruttions how to make uſe of the ſame, you 
are to follow ſuch Dire&ion as the ſaid DoCtor ſhall give 
you, either to the taking off Mr. Prance?s Irons, or for hus 
Better Accomodation, notwithſtanding their Lordſhips for- 
mer Order to the Contrary, 

And the ſame Day Mr. Dean of Bangor tclls their Lora- 
ſhips, that having been ſeveral times with Prance, he firſt 
found him very Sullen, and Denying all ; but at laſt hrs 
Speech was Conliſtent, and he deſired the Doctor to come 
the next day, as if then ke would ſay more,wiich the Doctor 
doing, he appeard very well compos'd, and in good humour, 
ſaying that he had Confeſs*'d Honeſtly before, and had act 
Wrong'd any of thoſe he had Accusd, 

This Report of the Dodor-s, 1s follow'd with ano- 
ther of Boyces, of the ſame Date. 

William Boyce, who had alſo been with Praxce, tells 
the Lords, That be Enguir?d for hs Wife, and was glad 
10 hear ſhe was not in Priſon. 

That he fear*d he ſhould be Hang'd, by what my Lord 
Shaftsbury told him, That if he did not Confeſs, and 
Agree with Bedloe 1 what Concera'd the Murther, that 
he ſhould be Hang”d. 

He alſo ſeed to fear that Thoſe Three whom he accus'd, 
( mean;ng Green, Berry, and Hill ) were ſet at Liberty ; 
That he would Confeſs All, if he were ſure of his Pardon. ; 
1 at he deſired to ſpeak, with the Lord Shaftsbury abort 
rOur Men that had a Defegn to Miuriner him, 

F 3 Captain 
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/ 

Captain Richardſon tells rhe Lords that Prance ſent 
Veſt eras: y for him while he was in his good Temper ; <old 
kim wat Four Perſons Named 1a the Following Warrant, 
together with Toung Stalcy , and Himſelf , were lately 
Drinkix 1g at the Croſ-Keys over againſt Staley? $ SNOP; 
and that their Diſcourſe was, how that the Lord Shafts- 
bury was a gre2t Per ſecutor of the Catholiques, and 
muſt be taken off by ſhooting, or ſome Other way : 
and that be would have told the Lord Shaftsbury of i! 
when he came to Newgate, but that his Loraſhip appeared 
fo Haſty, that he would not let him ſpeak. Their Lora(hips 
pr eſently Signed a Warrant for the Apprehending of -1 heſe 
Mem, and Appoi imted Sir Robert fag pn to 20 18 the 
Afternoon t0 acquaint the Earl of Shafrsbury therewith. 
The Perſons Accu;'d were Enmphry Adamſon, George 
Bradinay, Benewct Profiler, aud Chriſtopher Maddi-- 
{on. pE. - | | 

Ar. Boyce further Enfornvd their Lordſhips on the 

above, ANG + being This morning 12 Newgate with hopes 
t9 na 14Ve found Prance 17 tne ſame L.emper ; he found him 
0 ſcullen that he would not ſpeak. a Word to him, but laying 
= 2 hois Face upon his Arms, Grycd out,and often Repeated, 


4 have Committed No Yurther. 


TE Tr, Ric? arſon beirg Examind what might be 
toe Cat whſc) of This Fright from whence All Theſe Changes 
ſeem to Ariſe; ſays that he cannot Imarine, unleſs it were 
that when once be broughit him aown. ſeveral People came 
to Enouire of bim, when, ve Men, meaning the Three Con- 
demn'd wwz/d bet Executed : wherein be might perhaps 
tink pimfelf Concernd,, That Prance had once told hid 
of a Wi ;(per through tne RKiey- -lole, which he Believed 19 ;, 
Eitt ſuppoſes Ano ther thing might be Mt rue which 15 ſaid by 
him, that Moore, and Mele enger, bang here Attending 
wrea he was brouht,. ata Beckon to him, winch made him 
HY - his Hind. 
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Their Lordſhips thought fir ro Move his Majeſty for 4 
IVarrant of Pardon, which is accordingly obtained, and 
Mr. Dean u to ſhew it unto him, ia order to ſettle his 
Doubts ;, and if he appears to Embrace it, and Deſerve 
3t, then that his Irons be knockt off ; and He remond 
7nto Better Quarters : and a Letter, to This Effett, to 


Captam Richardſon, which appears in the beginning of 


'This Days Entry, and as well the Dean as Afr. koyce 
are to Aoquaint their Lordſhnps, on Munday, how This 
Bus'neſs proceeds. 

Upon Monday the 1oth. the Dean of Bangor 1s 
call'd in, and ſays, that he gave on Saturday-night 9 
Mr. Secretary Coventry ſuch Enformation in Writing as 
he had from Miles Prance ; which being calPd for, to be 
Read, was for ſome Reaſons of Secrecy, Excus'd, as 
Diſcovering New Perſons Not yet apprehended. 

That when the Dean went to him oa Saturday, he 
found him almoft Dead, and without a Pulſe : but at laft, 
when his Irons were off, ana he Carry'd into a Warm 
Room, he began to Hearken to his Pardon, and din 
Revive; Promiſing that he would Declare all he knew, 
but firſt deſiring to have his Pardon Completed, and after 
Inſiſting hereupon ;, that I hen he ſhould ſpeak out. 

William Boyce Jays he ford him in a very good Tem- 
per : but very Jelous, and Delirous abort his Pardon. 

And then -he open'd and told him of Dangerons 
Words ſpoken by Bradſhaw, and Guzzeen; of Mr. 
AMeſſenger*s being {et on by the Popiſh Lords to Kill 
the King; Yernatti Concern'd in the Murther of Sir 
Edmundbury Godfrey, &C. 

He had now ſworn Himſelf out of the Condemns 
Hile, @d out of a ſtarving Condition upon the Boards, 
into a Warm Room, Variety of Diſhes, a Convertent 
Lodging ; and his Friend Boyce at his Elbow, with the 
Liberty of Invention, Pen, Ink and Payer, toward the 
Complling of his Narratives. 
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72 The Myſtery of the Death 


It is a Bold Adventure for One Man to Undertake 
for Another Man's Conſcience ; but it 1s yet a Polder, 
Under ſo many Signs, and Indications of Remorſe, as 
Prance Exprefd in the Priſon, for io many Days to-. 
gether, to Prononnce That Appearance of Perztence, 
to bz Hypocriſy, and to Interpret That ffeadyneſs, In 
favour of a Lye, rather then oi a 77th; He Doy'd 
Every Syllable of the Accuſation, upon his Firſt Charge. 
He ſhrunk after Thar, under the Fear of Death, from 
the 22, of December to the 29, And ther?, as a Man 
that was not as yer Wholly Abandon'd to Work 
Waickedneſs, he went cf again; and from Thence, 
to the Following 1 1:5, of Jamary, he Continu'd Firm 
notwithitanding All the Yemptations of Lyfe, Liberty, 
and Eafe, But the Firſt Proof of his Frailty, was an 
Enconragement to the making of a Further Tryal of It 3 
And, EfieCiually, Prance's Caſe was the very fame Caſe 
with that of Green, Berry, and Hill, as to the Choice 
they had before them, of Living or Dying, upon the 
fame Terms, | el | 

Now as to lis . Playing the Mad-Aar, the very 
Fancying of it, Under his Circumſtances, is Certainly 
One of the moſt Phantaſtical Freaks, next to the 
Bclieving of 1t, that ever was in Nature. To take it 
Jirit in the Reaſon of the Thing. Suppoſe it a Aur- 
wr, and Himſelf one of the Murtherers ; or ſuppolc 
it Neither Oze, nor the Other : He was to Dye, in Caſe 
of not Confeſſig, whether he were Guiltyor Not, Now 
tor him to itand out in the Defence of a Falſity (as 
the Patron of the Mrrther will have it) was the Gertarm 
way to Carry him to the Gallows, and to the Degn!, 
Both at once; and the owning of a Truth ( ag They 
vould have it Underitood) was the Ready Way to the 
Saving of him both Soul and Boay. 

There 1s a Second Conſideration, which makes that 
Concelt of it fo Ridiculous, that a Man of ſenſe — 

rather 
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rather Chuſe to wear a Fools-Coat then own himſelt 
the Author of it. They will have it a Piece of Art in 
him to make himſelf appear a A{ad-man ;, when on 
the Contrary, it was Manifeitly his Intereſt the Moſt 
in the World to be taken for a Sober Man ; for after 
the Irreſiſtible Tranſports, and Agitations of a Labours 
ing Conſcience, Rehiecling upon his having call'd God to 
Witzcſs to a Perjurious Oath againſt the Life of his 
Neighbour ; His Bus'neſs was to gain Belief to his [nno- 
cence ,, by taking ſhame upon Himſelf for the Gwltleſs 
Blond that he had Endanger'd by a Falſe Oath, and Re- 
tratttng, as well as by Confeſſing the Wickedneſs : But 
on the Other ſide, what end could he have in Making 
the world Believe, that All his [ Not Guilties] and 
[No Aurthers})] were rather the 1ſue of a Diſtemper*d 
Head, then of a Troubled Gonſcience? To take the Mat- 
ter in Order ; Captain Richardſon, and his Man Cooper ; 
are Witneſſes to the Fatt here in Queſtion. Praxce 
' told the ſame ſtory to the King and Council, He ſaid 
the ſame Thing alſo to his Friend Mr. Boyce ; Who in 
an Enformation of April 5th. 1686. upon This 
Subject has Exprelly Theſe words. | 

[ Here I am 1n Priſon, Jan. 10. 1678. And 1 am like 
to be Hang®d, and I am Falſly accus'd.] 

There 1s Nothing hitherto that looks like the 
Playing of a Part ;, and it will appear upon further En- 
quiry, that Prance*s Body was as much out of Humour, 
tor . Fooling, as his Mind. But before I proceed to the 
Hardze(s of his Condition, and to the Severity of the 
Uſage; 1t will be but F{tice to Note by the Way, that 
the Plot-Priners were not under the ſame Methods of 
Government with "Thoſe People, that the Law Lodges 
In the Power, and in fome ſort, at the Diſcretionary 
Mercy of their Keepers. For there's a Great Difference 
betwixt Men that were Byought Ropes Jnto NNewgare, 
and Men that were to be Wade Kognes There z and 10 
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7 A. The Myſtery of the Death 

to be moulded for the Uſe they were Taken-up for : 
A great Differente, I ſay, betwixt a Criminal of Law, 
and an J1nſtrument of State: And in This Latter Caſe, 
the Keepers were Eftefually under the DircCtion of a 
Certain Ambulatory Committee, When and in what De- 
gree, to Squeeze, to Pinch, to Eaſe, to Shackle, to 
Comfort, or to Torment their Pris'ners, ard Little or 
Nothing was done, but according to the Order and 
Diſpoſition, Either General, or Particular, of the Cabal. 
I am now Entr'ing upon ſo Coptons a Subject, that 1 
Cannot do it Right without being Tedious ; And 
therefore, though the Matter may ſeem all of a Piece 
with the Head that I am now -vpon, 1 ſhall yet aſlign 
it a Section by it ſelf; And after the Narrative 1 
have Alrcady Exhibited, out of Authentique Entries, 
nd Papers, -of what pals'd Back and Forward: con- 
cerning, Prance, produce ſuch Further Authorities, and 
Depoſitions to the ſame Effect, as will leave Envy and 
DDiffidence i ſelf, No Place for a Cavil, , 


—_—_—__ — 


CHAP.|IX, 


Prances 1] Oſage, with a Brief Account of Him- 
ſelf; How he came to Depart from his Evidence. 
The Biſhop of St. AſaphsCommiſſwon to Examine 
him 5 and ſeveral Paſſages Clear d in the Pro- 


ceeding. 


F*HE Hiftory of the Laſt Chapter has layd the 
matter here 1m Queſtion ſo open, that it Needs 
neither Enlargement, nor Comment. But the Reverend 
Jean of Bangor, ( now Lord Biſhop of St. Aſaph ) 
2aving been Alligned fo Great a Part in the TranſaQi- 

| 0D; 
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on, I find my ſelf Obliged in Duty, Fuſtice, Common 
Prudence, and Good Manners, .to make uſe of That 
Reverend Name upon ' his Occaſion. 

There are ſome years now paſt f{ince I had a 
Commiſſion to look into IT his Caſe of Sir Edmund- 
bury Goafrey and finding the Eiſhops Name, fo 
often mentioned in Records, and Jorrnals concern- 
ing lt, I took the Freedom to Trouble kis Lordinp 
with Several Papers about it ; to which I had the Ho- 
nour to Receive very Particular and Satisfactor y An- 
ſwers. But of This, By and By. And fo we'le pa#s 
on to the remaining part of our Secres Hiſtory; be- 
CInning with ſeveral Enformations referring to Praxce's 
Condition | In Newgate, Ul he went off from his Evidence. 


Willam Poyce Depoſeth, That pon Fryday, ( Jan. 
10. 167, ) ſome time after Chriſtmas, while Nilles 
Prance was 4 Pris'ner 11 Newgate, going to the ſaid 
Prance by Order, went into a Room to him on the Left 
hand of the Entrance into the Lodge, where he found the 
faid Prance in Irons, and brought him dywn into the 
Lodge ; where the ſaid Prance ſaid to This Enformant, 
to this Effet; Here I am 1n Priſon, and I am like to 
be Hang'd , I am falſly Accus'd. This Enformant, 
after ſome ſtay with him, went his Way, and Dr. Lloyd 
went 1n to him, This Enformant ſtaying at Captain Ri- 
chardſon's Houſe, "Hill the ſaid Dr. Lloyd return'd again. 

And ſaith ; That the Next Mornir 'T to the Day aforc- 
ſaid, This Enformant was ſent roby Captain Richardſon to 
come to the ſaid Prance again ;, whither This F nformant 
went, and founa the ſaid Miles Prance in his Irons, 177 
the ſame Room where he found kim the Doy vefore ;, The 
Captain and his Servants teli;ng kim This my gs 
that the ſaid Prance had a Rav;; ag Night of it > And 
1 hs Enformant going to the ſaid Prance, found —_ N= 
Ing aft his Length upon the Loards. cd Crying, 
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76 The Myſtery of the Death 
| Guilty, Guilty ; Not Gwilry, Not Gmilty, Mo Mur: 


ther. ] Crying ſo Loud, that ſome of the Neighbourhood 


rold This Enformant, that they had hcard the Noſe into 
the Street in the Night. 


Mary Preſton Depoſerh, That this Enformant going 
frequently to viſit her Husband, who on the Firlt of No- 
vember, 1678. was Committed to Newgate upon the Oath 
of Titus Otes, for a Prieſt, ſhe This Enformant, 1in or 
about Chriſtmas, in the year above, being in Company 
with one Mrs. Bridgman, Ars. Medbourn, and Mrs. 
Medbourns Siſter, with ſome others, commg down the 
Stairs of the ſaid Priſon iato the Lodge, heard a Loud 
and a Conſtant Groaning of a Man as in great Tor- 
ment ; which was Taken Notice of alſo by the Company, 
which at that Time was with This Enformant. The Noiſe 
ſeeming to. come from a Place call'd the Condemn'd Hole : 
becauſe the nearer this Enformant went that way, the 
Plainer it was heard. Whereupon, This Enformant, or 
ſome of her Company, ask*d the Keeper who it was, one 
of then replying it was a Woman in Labour. But T hs 
Enformant and her Company, Concluded it to be a Mans 
Voice; after which, the ſaid Keeper haſtned This Enfor- 
mant and hc Company out of the Lodge, and jo they 
Departed : But ſtaying a while without the Door under 
tbe Arch, they heard the Noiſe and Groaning very plainly 


{till 


And Thu Enformant came the next Morning to the ſaid 
Priſon again, and waiting longer then Ordinary for the 
K cepers Coming, to turn the Key for her to go to her 
Husband, ſhe This Enformant walking in the Lodge about 
a Ouarter of an hour, heard the Groaning of a Man 


from the ſame Place as the day before , though much 


Ucaker. 


This Enformant heard afterwards a Diſcourſe in the 


Priſon, that Prance was Mad, and ſhe remembreth that 
within 
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within a few days after the hearing of theſe Groans, ſhe 
This Enformant enquired how Prance did, receiving for 
Anſwer that he was Pretty well And that they had given 
him a Flock-bed. This Enformant referring her ſelf up- 
on the Contents of ths Enformation, to the Beſt of ber 
Knowledge and Memory. 


Catharine Wallis and Elizabeth Newens do joyntly 
Depoſe, That theſe Enformants, having been to viſit Ar. 
:cdbourn i Newgate, Coming down Stairs, and ſtay- 
ing at the Door *till the Turn-Key Unlock'd it, heard a 
Dreadful Groaning, and Nolfe out of a Place they call 
the Condemn'd Hole, and heard it likewiſe in the Lodge, 
and ſo out in the Street, *till they came to the Old Bayly- 
Corner, Divers Paſſengers ſtopping in the Street to 
hear the Noiſe, were Chid away by the Keepers. 
| They ſay likewiſe, that the Keepers were asked what 
the Noiſe was; but they deſired to be Excus'd, they 
muſt not "Tell: Only it was ſaid in the Priſon, that it 
was the Cry of Miles Prance. 


Elizabeth Newens Depoſeth apart. That the time above- 
ſpoken-of in the Foynt Enformation of this Deponent and 
Mrs. Catharine Wallis, was ſome very few days before 
the Saturday, whereupon Males Prance ( as this Enfor- 
mant heard in the Priſon ) was Remov'd from the Con- 
demn'd Hole into the Preſs-yard ; and that there was 
Preſent, one Mrs. Preſton, and ſeveral others, who all 
took notice of the ſame Cry. 


Philip Cook Depoſeth, That this Enformant was Com- 
mitted to Newgate by the Lord Mayor of London, 
pon the Firſt publique Faſt-day for the Plot, where he 


This Enformant Continued a Priſoner near the ſpace of 4 
year, 


And 
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-3 The Myſtery of the Death 
And that this Enſormant, in, or about the time vf 
Chri'.mas next Eniuing the Commitment of This En- 


fornuat ,, He this Enformant heard the Strong, Groans of 


a Ma, wihuh this Enformant Judged to be inthe Place 
calPdihs Condemn'd Hole ; and ſeveral of his Fellow- 
Prigners ecLa d thenfelves to be of the ſame Opinioz ; di- 
vers of #2 narkzing after it : And this Enformant 
hearing >, paſſin: T ip aud Sooke the Stairs, and at the Grate 
of the Levge 6 fo r the jpace (as he Believeth) of at leaſt 
half 2a Hour. | 

And that 71 hrs Enformant Enquiring 6 E the Mattcr 
might be, tne Pri-*ners in the Houſe ſaid, that they were 
Torinring of Prance + and this Enformant aired ſome 
of tre Keepers likewiſe ; but he doth not particularly re- 
member who thcy were, only ve remembreth that ſome one or 
more of them told this 'E, -formant ſoftly, That it was Prance 
that made That Nolle ; ſeeming unwilling to have any 
IVotice taken of it ; They refuſing ing to tell zt to ſome Others 
that asked the Queſt ion. 

The Enformant Delivers all the matters in this Enfor- 
mation contained, according to the beſt of his Knowledge 
and Memory. 


Many more Inſtances might be added ; but upon thc 
whole Matter, Prance was, made Guilty when he De- 
'a the AMarthcr, thonyh Tanocent 28 It; and no way t0 
4 his Life, but by Confefſig 1 it, whether Guilty or Not. 
The Pain that made him Xvar, made him Comunterfeit 
himſelf Mad, and no way but loading him with Freſh 
Trons to bring him to Ins Wits again. But after all 
This, How did it appear that he was come to his Serſes 
again ? Why friſt, he pretended to have Spz/r his 
Drint., when hc had Drank Three Parts of Four Ont. 
2ly. He fond out an Expedient to draw-on his Upper 
Stocking, thorgh the Stirrup mas torn, zly. He found 
that the Buckle; ot his Shoes were put on wrog, and . 
Y'F&- 


em. io. and Gd 
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Preſently fet them to Rights again : I ſhall lay no ſtreſs io JT ; 
upon any Teſtimonials that are not Current, but keep ng 
my ſelf to the Lords Journals ; The Entries of the Coun-- ht 4, 
cil-Books ;, Enformatiens formally taken upon Oath; and ' 4. 3/2808 


ſuch ether Evidences as, Morally ſpeaking, are of Equ:- 
valent Certainty with any of the Reſt. 

Let me not be thought to reckon any thing that 
Prance ſays of Himfelf,, among, theſe Credible Teſtimo- 
nials;, tho Truth 1s Truth ſtill, Whoever Delivers it ; |} 
ſhall only Condition, that Men of Probity may not Suf- 
fer, where Prance Agrees with them in the Point of je] 
Fatt ; and This without Prejudice to the Reputation of L NYM 
any Man, where they Differ. 


As to the Enformation, and the Enformcrs againſk 
Prance ; The Day of his Seizure, (being Saturday, De-- 
cember 21. 1678. his Charge, Exammation, and Com- wt 
mitment , Wren's Sham- Advice to him 1a the Lobby ; The A 
[mpoſture of Bedloe's Story there ; and the Trepanning = J 
of him wto the Devils Mouth ; The loading him with 
Irons 1n the Condemn'd Hole; The Carrying of him to 
be Tutour'd, and Curry'd by Shaftsbury the Next Day 
and the Hammering of him by Shafrsbury again, and 


other Examimers in the Priſon, the Day following ; His / 
Perjury for fear of Death ; His Enformations before the T29'2's. 
Lords, and the Promiſe of his Pardon upon That Dz/- TE. 


covery ; The Dance he led the Duke of Monmouth, and 
the Earl of Offory at Somerſet-Houſe upon Tueſday the 
24th. "The remanding of him to Newgate ; His Denyat! | 
of his Evidence to the King and Council, Decezrber 29. } 
and 30, His Raving in Newgate, and Deyiz:g the 
Murther ;'TheTurning of him back ont of a Convenient 
Lodging into the Hole again ; Eoyce*s coming to him by FE 
Order, and his Privacies with him ; and Dr. Lloyd's fits ff 
being ſent to him, both by the Kize, and the Lords 7 1 Eg 
Committees , Ihe DoGtocrs Reports upon the Matter, as tbe; 
vel 3.4 
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The Myſtery of the Death 


well of Conſcience, as of Health ; The Killing Culd,and 
Naſtineſs of the Place; The Miſery of his Condition ; 
The Shewing him his Pardon ; The Effects of it; and 
his Change of Reſolution, to the very Time of his Re- 
movel into Better Quarters, Theſe Circumitances are 
All Punttually Reported by Prance, and Confirm'd by other 
Witneſſes ; He ſpeaks alſo of his Horrible Pains, and Ex- 
treme Weakneſs upon Thurſday, Friday, and Saturday ; 
which agrees both with the DoCtor?s Report, and ſeve- 
ral Afﬀidavits, But for what 1Vow follows, though 
Prance affirms every Syllable ont to be 7rue,the Read- 
er 1s yet at Liberty whether to believe it or not. 


He ſays he had a Paper of Inſtrutions brought him into 
the Condemn®d Hole; with Hints, and Minutes of the 
Plot, as #5 ſer forth Already, with theſe Words in't, | You 
had betterConfeſs then be Hang'd. 

He fays further, That the Lord Shaftsbury told him 
particularly, that there were Gzeat Dnes concern'd ; 
and he muſt diſcover Them too ;, for the Little Ones.ſhould 
not ſerve his Turn, calling him Rogue and Raſcal ſeveral 
Times, for Croiling Bedloe*s Evidence, and ſaying [ there 
muſt be G1eat Perſons in it] rTefic&17g npor the Queen 
and the Duke of York; bidding him not to ſpare the ning 
Himſelf; ſaying likewiſe, That the Body was layd under tie 
Altar, and that he was Carry'd in a Coach to Primrole- 
Hill; and that Bedloe ſaid he was ſtifled unacr a Pillow, 
and that he ( meaning Prance ) would have it anohter 
may. Heſays, That ſome of the Keepers, po his Cry- 
ing-out i the Anguiſh of his Affliction, took him to that 
Part of the Room that was furtheſt from the Street, and 
Chain*d him down to a Staple over Night,and Looſen'd 
kim again in the Morning 3; and that one time, as! be 
was lying with his back upon the Ground, and Roaring w 
te Extremity of his Pain, Two of the Keepers took, 911 


[ 


by Neckand Heels ana caſt him Three or Four 1 imes a7 ainſt 
| | | We 


, 
tize Ground, 
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\We have now got over the Dark and Doleful Pericd 
of Prance*s Confliet, betwixt a Whole Skin and a Good 
Conſcience, and brought him from the Sordid Neceſſities 
of the Condemwd Hole, to the Comfort of car, 
Drick, Lodging, and Clean Linnen again. 7 had ng 
ſooner Promiſed (ſays Prance ) upon my Aſſurances of Par- 
don, that 1 would ftand to my Former Evidence, but my 
Tron: were Immediatcly kyockt off 1 was remoned to a very 
good Room, and a Curious bed wm the Preſs-Yard, where 1 
haa Farieties of Ateats and Drinks as gud as TI corld mwiſl-. 

This was the 11th, of Jamary 1672. 

So foon 2s Prance had compounded for the V/ages of 
Unrighteonſiefs, 2nd Rock'd his Conſcience Alleep, in 
Attending and Providing for the Security of his Car- 
caſe, he call'd for Pen, Ink, and Paper, and had his 
Leſſon given him, to Provide for the Tryal of the 
Pretcended Murtherers, Greea, Perry, and Hill ; who 
were Convitted on Monday, February 10. 167. Sen- 
tenc'd the Day following ;, and Greea and Hill Executed on 
the 21th. and Berry Reſpited till the 28th, 


There is Annex*d to the Printed Tryal a moſt Vn- 
chriſtian, an Vnchariuable, and an Inhumane Refiexion up- 
on the 77h, and Conſcience of Hill's Dying Words, 
winch 1s not only the Killing of a Man over again, but 
the Ridiculing of the moit Sacred Teſt of Truth in Na- 


ture. I ſhall have occalion to Inſert a Piece of the 


Poor Van's Letter to his Wife, in his Extremity, 
which will do ſome ſort of Right to his Memory. The 
whole Courſe of the Story is a Myſtery, bt This ſhall 

luffice for the Preſent Time, Place, and Occaſion. 
| amnow to Proceed in Corrlſe, to the Honour of 
the Correſpondence , which the Rigat Reverend 
Biſhop of St. Aſaph was Pleaſed to Vouchſafe me 
vpon Lhis Subject ; and in particular I Beggd 2 
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82 The Myſtery of the Death 
Word from his Lordſhip to Theſe Following Queries, 


[In what State he found Prance in Newgate, with 
Reſpect to his Owning, or Denyins the Aurther ? In 
what Condition of Health; and in what Manner he 
was Chai”d and Fetter*d ;, and whether he did nor 
Conditim, upon his Diſcovery, to be Eagd of his 
Irons. ] | 

His Lordſhip was plzaſed to return me an Anſwer to 
this Qnelition, bearing Date, April. 16. 1686. in the 
Words foilowing. 

Tt was late ( as I remember) on a Friday, tin the After - 
noon (Jan. 10. 1673.) when I was cald before his Majeſty 
ia Council, and there Order'd to go to Prance, Then 11 
Newgate ; ad it was quite Dark before I got thither, When 
T came to Captain Richardlon with my Order, he brought 
21e up twto the Room where Prance was. I never ſaw it 
before,or ſmce, that I remember ;, nor ſaw it then, but only 
by a ſmall Candle Light. It was malPd ſtrong and cloſe, 
with great Piece; of Timber , Ard yet it was very Cold 
through the Extreme Hardneſs of re Weather. Prance 
lay in the furtheſt Corner of the Room, from the Door, 
WWrant up tn a,Coverlet,o7 fore ſuch kind of Thing. (Now 
This was the Flock-bed, and Blanket betore mentioned 
by Cooper.) When the Captain calPd him up, he ſcem”d 
ro have very little Strength in him, but with much ado, he 
came to me at tne Chimney, where 1 thin there was a little 
Fire; but I am not certain of this. The Captain with- 
drew, and T ſaid to him what I onght in Obedience to the 
Order that was given me. He at firſt Deny'd his Priity 
to the Murther with which he was Charo'd, and he Con- 
teſs'd Nothing of it at That Viſit. Fut at laſt he de- 
fired me to come agaii!, and then he would tell me Every 
thing that he knew, | 

When I came the next Day in the Evening, (Jan. 11- 
167.) he was bronght down to the Hell Fire, where, fr 
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a 700d while, I ſpoke All that was ſaid, ' and he did not An- 
ſwcr a Word to me: perhaps he could not, for he ſeen"d 9 
be Stupified with Cold. By Degrees, be ſeen'd to. conte 
ro rimſelf ;, and then complained Extremely of Pains, on? 
while 1 his Arms, Another while in his Legs, Roaring 
with it, till the Natural Heat had prevaiPd. Thea he 
ſeem'd to be a New Ian, and ſpake to me of his own Ac- 
cord to This Purpoſe, | I remember you were with me 
the laſt Night, and then I promiſed you I would tell 
you All that I knew ;] and then he began to open to me 
lo freely, not only of the Murther of Sir E. G. but of 
Deligns againſt the Kings Life, by ſome Perſons whom he 
rea manoned ( by the way, Vernatti was wot mcntioncd 
at that Time) that | began to be affraid of him, and 
warn'd him of ſo wicked a Thing, as the Accyling of 
Annocent Perſons,and thereby drawing the Guilt of Their 
Eloud por his Head ;, but he proteſted very ſolemaly, he 
Had rold me, and would tell me nothing but the very Truth 
So then 1 heard him out., till he ſaid he had told me All that 
heknew, or all that he could Think of. Thea I caus'd him 
t0 repeat it before Captain Richaraſon,and told him I would 
acquaint his Majeſty with it, which he Earneſtly Deſired 
me to ao, for fear Theſe Deligns ſhould take Effect. 
'Then, ard ( as I think) not before, he dejir”d he might 
be Eas'd of his Irons, and that he might be 1 odg'd in 4 
Warmer Room. He alſo deſired me to help himto a Phyſi- 
clan, complaining very much of the loſs of his Health, TI 


fromis'd to remember Theſe Things, and ſo left him, and © 


went Immediately to wait on his Majeſty wuth an Account of 
All that had paſs'd, by whoſe Order T deliver'd the Enfor- 
rations im Writing that Night to Secretary Coventry 
but firſt, (by his Majeſties Order likewiſe ) T ſent Dr.C ick- 
Infon ro him to be his Phyſician, from whom you may 


have a better Account of his Health then I am able to give 
ou. 
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24 The Myſtery of the Death 

For that which us ſuggeſted of a Chain layd a-croſs 
him, to keep him down upon the Floor, 1 ſaw no ſuch 
Thing, nather do I believe it, becauſe I found him wrapt up 
a: I bave ſaid. } hs - 


Note; that this was the 1oth. of Janmary, that 
Prance was found wrapt up in This Coverlet : Cooper gave 
it him the ſame Night, as 1s ſaid Already ; and the Cap- 
tain had received an Order the Day before, for the Ad- 
mittance of the Dear. So that there was both Notice 
and Preparation for his Reception. Once more yet in 
Another of Jar. 18. Ell | 


For that Complaint of the Severity of his Uſage in Pri- 
fon, if there was no other Cauſe then that which TI ſaw, 
there was too much in That, as you will find by the Account 
I have given you. But whether this Severity was a Fault of 
the Jaylor, or the Sheriffs, or whoje elſe, I know not ;, 1 
fornd him Lodged in That which IT takg to be the Common 
Room for Guilty Felons and Murtherers ; (the Con- 
demn'd Hole) and ſuch he had made himſelf by His Own 
Former Conteſſion. He lay there in Irons, which I ſup- 
poſe is the uſual Accomodation of the Place, But beſiaes, 
he was very flenderly Provided againſt the Extreme Coldneſs 
of the Weather :, which alone, I did Believe would have 
killd him, if he had continued there a few days. Theſe 
Things I faithfully repreſented to his Majeſty, and did not 
Conccal them from any one that asked me of him at That 
t1me. | | 

IT was then ſo much affraid that this Hardſhip to 4 
White-Liverd-Man, of No Principles, meht drive 
him into That Fit of Confeſſion, that I made my Viſits to 
him the more ſparingly. 1 think, I went not once, but 
when I had a Command for it, either by my Lord Claren- 
don, or one of the Secretaries.]J But from the Credit 
of the Story, to the Credzt of the ar. in 

The 


mand. Das af 
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of Sir E.B.Godfrey Onfolded. 85 

The Commiſſion of Enquiry, to the Reverend Dean 
of Bangor, both from his Majeſty, and the Lords Com- 
mittees, into This BuSneſs of Sir Edmandbury Godfrey, 
gave his Preſent Lordſhip great Advantages of ſeeing 
further into This Tztrigxe then another Man; and if 
they had left the Story to Common Fame, without 
bringing in ſuch Witneſſes to make good the Impoſtare, 
as were ſufficient to Blaſt the Credit even of Truth zt 
ſelf ; I ſee nothing to the Contrary, but that it might 
have liv*d many a fair Day without Controll. [I never 
ſaw (ſays the Dean, April 16. 1686.) how Prance?s Evi- 
dence could ſtand ; and I never went about to Support it.) 
As for Otes's, and Bedloe?s, and Prance*s Enformations, 
they would make me (lays he) Renounce Any Thing that 
Dependeth on their Credit.) His Lordſhip fays again In 
Another of April 18. 

[I believe, Prance can ſay nothing more then every one 


| knows of the Murther of Sir E. G. Tet he 1s beſt able ro 


Confute his own Fictions concerning it, and his Word 
may be of ſome Credit #n T his, though of None in any 
thing elſe.] And aLittle Lower Thus. 

[It was his Majeſties Pleaſure, ( and That, as I remem- 
ber) in Council, to Employ me to Berry, the Queens Por- 
ter, who was then a Cloſe Pris'ner 2 Newgate por 


Prance's Enformation. Prance had made him one of 


them that at Eight, or Nine of the Clock at Night went u 

with Sir E. G's Dead Body, as he ſaid, into a Chamber in 
the Stahle-Yard at Somerſet-Houſe. I Charg*d Berry 
with This, Hetold me, Upon his Salvation *twas Falle. 
But, faith he, How could Prance Swear to This, if 
it were True?] He gave ſuch Reaſons for what he ſaid, 
that I went to Prance with them immediately, and Endea- 
vour'd to Convince him that it was a Falſe, or Raſh Oath 
that he had taken. He would not Tield, nor Abate, but 
ftill Perſiſted in it, and Affirm'd, Upon his Salvation, 
that All This Part of his Enformation was True. T7 
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35 The Myſtery of the Death 


could not certainly tell which of them had forſ{worn him- 
felf,, though I Suſpected Prance much rather of the I'wo. 
But being now very ſickof my Employment, 1 went home ta 
my Houjc in Leicelter-fields, where Preſently a Lady of 
Quality came in, and, having heard before that I was ſent 
to Berry 1m Newgate, ſhe, out of Curiofity, 4AKd me 
what I had heard of Sir E. G. I told her that | had heard 
That, which made my Hair ſtand an End - Meaning 
of the T'wo Contradictory Oaths, as I ſhould have Ex- 
plain*d my felf if Thad ſtaid. But at That Inſtant I was 
call'd away to Whitehall ; and the Good Lady went away 
with the Bclief that T had heard' ſuch Things from Berry of 
That Murther ; which being blown about the Town, 1t was 
expected I ſhout have made great Diſcoveries, while I, on 
the other Hand, Queſtioned all that had been made. 
This enraged a Fattion againſk me. They ſaid that Berry 
had Conteſs'd moſt Horrible Things to me, as I Ac- 
knowledzed, before I went to the Conrt ; but that Ther 
I was Charm'd into Concealment. And Again in Another 
of May the 24, Following. 

Prance?s Enformation was ſuch as made me mush affraid 
cf him ; for Tcould 2ot ſatisfie my ſelf, but that if Thoſe 
things were True, of the Plots againſt the King's Lite, 
that he pretended to Diſcover, he muſt have Diſcover'd 
them{ooner, while he was Second to Bedloe ; though then 
{ ſhould aot have been apt to Believe him, for other Reaſons. 
But now 1 was extremely Diſtruſiful, and therefore came 
as little acar him as I could, 


Hay1ng Procecded thus far with all Simplicity, and 
Openneſs upon This Subject, it will be now Matter of 
Reſpect to This Reverend Perſon, as well as Common Ji- 
ſirce to the Truth of the Story, to -Touch upon ſome 
other Pailages that Naturally fall under Conſideration ; 
and may be found Lyable to a Siniſter Conſtruttion, it 1 
{houtd be wholly Silent in the Point. a 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. G7 


I took the Liberty to Crave (among other Things } 
his Lordſhips Favourable Explanation of a Certain Ex- 

preſſion, pag. 24. in his Funcral Sermim, upon Sir \d- 

mundbury Godfrey. The Words ate ' hele. 


I was told it ſome Fours before the Diſcovery, that he 
was found witn his own Sword through his Body: Others 


could tell that he had Two Wounds about him, Theſe 
Things were found to be True ſome Hours after.} 


To the Enquiry above, His Lordſhips Anſwer of 
April 16.1686. was This. 

It was Mr, Angus, now or lately Curat of St. Dunſtans 
in the Weſt, that told me he heard Sir E. B.G. was found 
Dead with his own Sword thrnſt through his Body. 
Th he told me before Dinner, on the Thurſday ia which 
Sir E. B. Godfrey's Body was found, in that manner, (as 
T beard it afterwards jn every ones Mouth ) about Iwo or 
Three of the Clock in the Afternoon. 

When T heard of This before Dinner, 1 ſent preſently 
my Man Peter Fuller to enquire in Sir E. Godfrey*s Fa- 
mily,What they had heard of this News. My Man brought 
ane word that they had heard of . no ſuch Thing. Thereupon, 
Enquiring no further, I went and Din'd with ſome Friends 
# the City, and aid not return home till the Evening. Then, 
at my Return, T heard every one ſpeak_of the finding of his 
Body at Primroſe-Hill. Wherenpon 1 ſent again to his 
Houſe,that eaquiry ſhould be made after the Author*s of Mr. 
Angus's Story. At that Time I was wholly a Stranger to 
the Brothers of Sir E.B.G. But they told me afterwards, 
that they went to Mr. Angus, and took, him with them to en- 
quire after the Authors : and that they had heard the News 
from Others, with this Enlargement, that it was [aid tha! 
hewas found Dead with Two Wounds. 
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e8 The Myſtery of the Death 


Upon This I Diſcoursd with Mr. Angxs, who gave 
me an Enformation of the Matter by word of Mouth ; 
and afterward deliver*d upon Oath as follows. 


Adam Aingus Depoſcth, Fhat this Enformant dined 
at the Wool-ſack is Ivy-Lane, with one Ar. Oſwald, 
a Minſter, upon the | huriday, whereon the Body of Sir 
Edmund-B. Godfrey was faia to be found, about Five tn 
the Aſternoon, in a Ditch umon Primroſe-Hill : and that 
after Dinner, This Enformant went 1n Company with the 
above ſaid Afr. Of ald, 0 the Shop of Mr. Chiſwell 4 
Bock ſellir in St. Pauls-Church- yard. This Enformant 
ſtood for ſome time, Leaning over the Counter, and read- 
ing ſome Printed Papers there; Mr. Oſwald being in the 


Shop at the ſame time, at. a Diſtance from him. And 


when This Enformaat bad bien about a Quarter of an 
hour in the Shop, ( about One of the C lock. as | be believeth) 
a Young-Man, in a Grey-Colour'd Suit paſſing by, Clapt 
This Enformant on the Shoulder, and This Enformant look- 
12g towards him, Do you hear the News? ſays be ;, This 


Enformant aiking him What News? He Auſmwered, Sir 


Edmundbury Godfrey is found. This Enformant acked 
him Where ? The Other Anſwer*d, In Leicciter-Fields, 
at the Dead Wall, with his own Sword run through 


him. This Enformant Diſcovering himſelf to be Surpriz'd 


at the News, Ar. Oſwald askzd'the Enformant what the 


matter was : ? Who related it to him as above ; And This 


Enformant doth not rememver any further Diſcourſe upon 
it. 

This Enformant hereupon went Immediately to Dr, Bur- 
net, having ſome Dependence upon him at That Time, as 
42 Ammanuenlis to him ins bis hiltory of the Reforma- 
tion, and Entruſted with the Care of * Res 

Upon Thes Enformants telling Dr. Burnet, what he 
nad heard, as above, the ſaid Dr. deſir”d This Enformant 
£0 Take 2 C oach, an 1d Ask Dr. Lloyd about it, This En- 


formant 
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formant went accordingly, and formd that the Dr. kacw 
Nothing of it. The Dr. Immediately ſending his Servant to 
enqutre about ut in Sir Edmundbury Godfreys Family, 
who brought back, word, that they had heard Nothing of 
the News : This Enformant ſtaying there about a Quar- 
ter of an Hour for the Boys Return. 

This Enformant Preſumeth, that the Dr. had not as yet 
Din'd, becauſe both the Dr. and his Lady earneſtly deſired 
This Enformant to (tay and Dine. 

And further This Enformant neither did, nor doth 
know, or ſo much as Gueſs at the Name of the Perſoa that 
told him the News ;, INor doth he remember. that ever he 
ſaw the ſaid Perſon, either before or ſince the Time aboves 
mentioned : Patt This Enformant doth Reaſonably perſwade 
himſelf, by the JAanner of the Other Perſons ſpeaking to 
him 1 his Enformant, that He the ſaid Perſon might have 
ſome Knowleage of This Enfurmant. 
 Aaa moreover, that This Enformant never heard any 
thing of the Murther, or the Death of Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey, before he heard it, ſtanding in Chiſwells Shop, . 
a aforeſaid. 


Since the Enformation above, I have found out Mr. 


Oſwald, who gives the Following Account upon the 
Matter in Queſtian. 


Joby Oſwald Depoſeth, That upou the Thurſday, 
when the Body of Sir Ednmundbury Godfrey waz ſaid t9 
be found, he Din?d at the Woolfſack in Ivy-Lane, with 
Mr. Adam Angus, and that ſtaying there together a pretty 
while after Diuner, they went, about Two a Clock, ( as be 
Believeth ) to Mr. ChiſwelPs Shop in St. Pauls-Church- 
yard ; Mr. Angus being at that part of the Connter next 
the Strect And This Enformant at a DiStance; A Ser- 
vant of the Houſe being preſent in the Shop. Ard that 
after fone time ſpent there, the ſaid Mr. Angus ___ t0 
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90 The Myſtery of the Death 


him with fome Wonaer, that one paſſing by, ſaid, that Sir 
Edmundbury Godfrey was found Dead in Leiceſter- 
Ficlds with his own Sword run through him ; but that 
He This Enformant, neither Saw the Man, vor Heard 
any ſuch Thing faid ;, neither ( as he remembers ) did the 
Servant of the Houſe take any Notice of it "till after he 
was Tone Ar. Angus hereupon going his way. 


Beyond All-Doubt, Mr. Angus Carry*d the Firſt 
News of it to Dr. Lloyd, and the Dr. Din'd in the 
City That day ; And if Mr. Oſwald had not taken it 
to be an Hour Later when This happen'd in Mr. Chi/- 
wel*s Shop, then Mr, Angws did, I ſhould have thought 
that Mr. Argus himſelf had been a» Hour too Late : 
for he makes it paſt One of the Clack,, Himſelf, when 
hejwent to Dr. Burnet in Woacdies Saw Fields : And after 
Thar, he goes to Dr. Lloyd in Leiceſter-Fields, ( and 
b>fore Dinner ſtill) He ſtays there till Peter Fuller 
20eS to Harts-horn-Lane, and comes back again, and 
11me enough after all This yet, for the Dr. to go 
into the City to Dinner, I was, I muſt Confeſs, a 
Littie Diffident at firſt, Conſidering No body elſe 
either Saw the Perſon, or Heard the Words ; Whether 
tnerc might not be a Fetch in't, to put ſuch a Story 
about 3; *till the Fair Character 1 had of Mr. Angus, 
Reſolvd that ſeeming Incongruity into a Miſtake of 
the 71me. But This ſhould have been follow'd, they'l 
tay, while Things were freſh, and People in the way. 
Now {his Objection lyes open to ſeveral Anſwers, 
Firſt 1t was jection” but to No Purpoſe, and At- 
tempted by Ay Self too; While People were: yet 
Living, and the Report at the Hotteſt ; and the Story 


WW, 
1s I 61s. 


Nr. William Goldsborough the Younger was Under the 


Yarbcrs hands, and while he was a Trimming, comes a 
Perſon 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. 01 


Perſon into the Shop, Open-Mouth'd, That Sir Ed- 
munabury Godfrey was found. It was AsK*d where, and 
his Anſwer was, That he had kilPd bimfclf upon Prim- 
roſe Hill, This was upon Tueſday Morning, while he 
was miſſing ;, and upon Thurſday follow;ng in the Even- 
ing, the Body was There found. I talk'd with Mr. 
Goldsborough my Self about it, and ask*'d him, if ei- 
ther He or the Parber knew the Van ? he ſaid, Vo - 
But if he ſaw. him again, he thought he ſhouta know him 
from All the Hen in the World, What © ſaid ], did he 
come into the Shop only to tell his Tale, and be Gone again ? 
No, ( ſays he ) Ir may be he was tn haſteto be Trimm'd, 
\ and corid not ſtay. I had the Firſt Account of it from 
his Mother ; a Perſon of Senſe, and of Valne, and 
ſhe told it, not without Reſlexion and -Admiration. 
This Mr. Goldsborough {ucceeding his Father to the 
Clerks Place in the Houſe of Commons, 1 went into 
Mans Coffee-houſe in the Court of Requeſts, while the 
Parhament was Sitting, and Mr, Goldsb5ronugh in his 
Place; and there 1 told Sir Thomas Player of This, 
with Several Other Members in his Company ; De- 
fired them to Repreſent the Matter to the Houſe, and 
to get Mr. Goldsborough Examin'd about it ; Pro- 
pounding ſome not Unlikely Ways of finding it out 
my ſelf. I could not learn, after all my: Diligence, 
and Zeal, that any of them ever ſo much as menti- 
oned This, afterward, either in the Honſe, or to the 
Clark: For what Reaſon, no Mortal can imagine, un- 
leſs that ſome of ?em were affraid the Truth ſhould be 
brought to Light. Sir Thomas Playcr and Mr. Golds- 
borough are Dead ſince ; but the Story is Publiſhed in 
an Obſervator, Num. 123. Vul. 1. April 15. 1682. 


Another Reaſon for Not Preſſing This Matter too 
far ſo Early-Dayes, was the Danger of an Honeſt 
ſans Attempting the Diſcovery of what the Cabal 
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92 The Myſtery of the Death 


had a Mind to Conceal ; Witneſs the Riotous Aﬀronts 
upon the Sacredneſs of Prblique Fuſtice, ſo often as 
any Witneſſes appear'd in fayour of the Truth, and 
the Pris'ner. Nay, ſo far were Thoſe Times from 
Suffering any Man that Generouſfly, and Conſcienciouſly 
ſtood up as an Advocate for Oppreſſed Innocence, that 
Corall the Coachman, Fromwell, Walters, and ſeveral 
Others, were Allmoſt Murther'd,” becauſe they would 
not bez Murtherers, and becauſe they would not For- 
{wear Themſelves to take away the Lives of Honeſt 
Aſen., To fay Nothing of Thoſe that Suffer'd Death 
Outright upon I hat Score. . 


—_ —_ _— — 


CHA FH. |X. 


Why This Hiſtory was not Publiſhed ſooner. Their 
Wayes of Suppreſſane the Truth 3 as in the Caſe 
of Bromwell, Walters, Gibbon, Coral), &*. 
and of Encouraging Falſe Witneſſes. 


"HE whole Intrigue of This AMurther being an. 


© Jnpoſture; and the Pretended Conſpiracy that was 
vrapt up int, a meer” Fi&jon, there could be No 
thought of Supporting One Cheat, but by Another : And 
the Credit of it was not to be Bolſter'd up but by a 
Sham-Evidence. This was the Reaſons of. the Thing, 
and Theſe Two Ends were the Two Main Points : 
wherein they Govern'd Themſelves by. a certain Ge- 
eral Rule, of making it as Dangerous, as Detrimental, 
as Scanaalous, Fruitleſs, and Inconvenient, on the One 
lice, to Deted, or to Invalidate a Forgery, as the Cor- 
trary, on the Other hand, to Afert, Swear-it-up, and 

Maintain it. This was the Policy and the Prattice of 
Thoſe Times, when Knights of the Poſt were — 

*  ſten' 
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ſten'd Kings Evidences; and Aden, of Honour ſtig- 
matiz?d for Conſpirators. This was the Caſe ; anc 
People will be apt to fay perhaps, that it was a Sad 
Crory too; but the further of Godfrey, they Cry, 
was a Queſtion of Another Seaſcoa, Why comes it ont ſo 
Late? or Rather, What Need on't at All? I] have An- 
ſwer'd the Former in the Cloſe of the Laſt Chapter. 
The People were not in Tune at That Time tor the 
Impartial Truth of Things, and a Man might as well 
have talk*d Reaſon to a I1empeſt, as to the Aultitude. 
In ſhort, Nothing more Familiar, then. Inſtances of 
Men that were Ruin'd, for but Diſcovering. Barely a 
Good Will to the Good Office. In fine, This 1s not an 
Age for Devotees; and the Humour of Mins Sacrificing 
themſelves for the Good of their Country, 1s worn mightily 
out of Faſhion : So that there's No Great Wohder in'r, 
if People were Wary of Medling, when they were only 
to be Vndone for their Pains, But This was not a 
Thing to be expected, ſo long as the Kingdom lay 
Trembling and Groaning under the Awe and Tyranny of 
the Plot-Fattion; and therefore it was but Reaſonable to 
Wait, till Honeſt Men might come once azain to have 
a Clear Stage, and Fair Judges, 

As to the Second Objettion, of the Seaſon being Paſt, 
and Conſequently the UV/e, arid Service of ſuch an 
Enformation, | have This to ſay for my ſelf, that if 
the Sacredneſs of Truth be at All Times, and upon Al 
Occaſions, within the Compaſs of Diſcreticz, and Good 
Manners, to be Preſery'd : Nay, to carry it yet Higher 
and Higher ; If the Setting of all Chriſtendom right,upon 
a Subject wherein they have ben abus'd by Thouſands of 
Falſe and Scandalous Papers and Reports, to the Diſho- 
nour of the King, the Royal Family, This Lnperial Go- 
vernment, and the Enzliſh Nation: If the doing of All 
This, I ſay, be a Thing Weceſſ##y to be done (to the 
Higheſt Degree of 2 Aral Veceſſity ) I can then Juſtihe 

| my 
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my felt to be at This Inſtant, in the Exerciſe of 2 
Need/ul, as well as a Warrantable Duty. 

But now the Objetion of {| Why ſo Late ? | 
ſcems to look Two Ways : Firtt, for Inſtance , 
as who 'hould fay , *Tis Pity *rwas done no ſooner ; 
Implying a Thing fir to be doxe : And this ſame, 
{ Why fo late, ] Another way Taken, may Import 
quice Azother Meaning, .as who ſhould ſay again, |. 7: 
durft not medule with it while People were Living and 
Matters freſp in their Memories ;, ] Now this Sugge- 
ſtion 1s to far from Reflecting a Prejudice upon the 
Teſtimony of tne Kings Witneſſes, or the Repitation of 
That Cauſe : fo far, I ſay, from a Diſadvantage on 
That iid2, and an Advantage, on the Other ; that I 
Jhall Allow the [eſr:mony of the Kings Witneſſes to be 
of the ſame force Now, that it was Before, and pay 
the ſame Deterence to the Proofs of the Dead Witneſſes, 
on That lide, that I do to the Living. So that Their 
Cauſe 1s juſt 1n the ſame State Now that 1t was Before : 
Whereas the Delay, on the Orher Hand, has made it 
Infinitely Harder to Deteft the Sham at This Diſtance, 
then it was /o long ago. For there are I know not 
how many Stabving Witneſſes Dead ſince ( who Durſt 
not open their Mouths when the Proſecntion was afoot) 
that would have Spoken to the Pratices of Praxce, 
and Bedloe ;, the Diſcoveries they made in their Fro- 
lizues, The Privacies of That Interval, betwixt Sir 
Edmunds Departure from his Houſe, and the finding of 
his Body: . And All Theſe are Loit Now to My Purpoſe, 
Any further then as to the Hearſay, of what they 
ſpake upon Knowledge. And yet in Deſpite of Ca- 
Iumay, Oblivion, nay of Death 3t Self, the Light of the 
Noon-Day-Sun ſnail not be more Umverſally Acknow- 
ledged by Ail Men that have Eyes in their Heads, then 
the Clearneſs of the Matter here in Queſtion, to All 
Thoſe that are not Sworn Enemies to Plain-Dealing, 
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and Common Senſe : I ſhall only give ſome few Inſtances 
when I com2 to That Topique, out of 4 great Mary, and 
lay No more ſtre/s upon them, then in Equity the Pre-- 
ſumption will bear. 

To come Now to the Methods that were Us'd for the 
Frighting, the Baſfling, or the Suppreſſing of Fair Witneſ- 
ſes, and for the Suborning, the Engaging, the Protefding, 
and Countenancing of Profligate Mercenaries that will 
ſwear any Thing; This Pra&ice, in the Firſt place, 
- Anſwers the Queſtion [ Why ſo Late ;] And it comes 
+ Next to be Conlider'd, What it was, How it was Ma- 
nag*d, and what Effetts 1t Produc'd. 

” There is but Soul, Boay, Reputation, Life, Limb, Li- 
» berty, and Eſtate, the Comfort of Fricads, Relations, and 
* Humane Society, that a Man has to Conſider in This 
World; and every Man as he Likes, when he comes 
to the Touch, upon This Point. 
[Here was the Body of a Magiſtrate found Dead in 
a Ditch, in ſuch Manner and with ſuch Circumſtances, 
as has been ſaid Over and Over already : Now it was 
Highly Expedient, at That Time, to make a Popiſſ» 
Aſſaſſmnation of it, and ſo to Cloſe-Draw it into the 
ſame Piece with the Popiſh Plor. During the Innocency 
of the Firſt Heat, there was a Warm Application 
made to his Late Majeſty, for the Promiſe of a Rec- 
ward, upon the Diſcovery, to the Di/coverers of it. 
There was (as It happen'd) the Snare of a Dilemmas 
upon the King. Cover'd Under This Propoſition ; 
A Refuſal would have been Interpreted a Popiſh Tncli- 
nation, In favour of the Plor, and had Infallibly been 
made ufe of as a Mighty Srumbling-block: In Caſe of 
 Nilaing, 1t was Conſtruttively, but ſo much Mony offer*d 
| toany Man, that Right or Wrong would ſwear Himſelf 
Into a Diſcovery. But there was However a Proclama- 
9 Emitted, a Reward of Five Hundred Pornd Promi.'?d, 
and William Bedloe (or Beddoe) was the Firſt that Leapt 
at 
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at the Bait. The Wheel was now in 24410n ;, Here?s q 
ſecond Witneſs to the Plor, and a ſingle Evidence to the 
AAurther. But the Plot, by Good Manage, was ſo A-r- 
tificially Link'd to the Murther, that Both Works were 
put in a Way to go-on Together. In one Word, they 
were to make their Market, among an Abandowd ſort 
of People, that had Neither Honour, nor Conſcience : and 
the Profiizate, and the Fearful, were the Men for their 
Turns, ſo many as would be wrought upoa by oy, 
Liberty, Protettion, Indemnity, or Popular Applauſe, to att 


againſt All Principles of Faith, Truth and Conſcience, 


were Inſtruments for their Purpoſe: And This was it 
which they calPd the Pzovidence of Raijftno fo many Wit- 
"eſſes out of Dungeons, and Alms-Baskets, for the Pre- 
ſ>rvation of onr Soverezgn,and our Rel:719;: : And at the 
ame Tune, there were Catch-Poles, Purſcvants, Fayles, 


Pillories, ard Givoits at hand, for the doing of any 


Man's BuSneſs that oppos'd Theſe Viclezces, either by 
Word, or Deed; and Preſerv'd a good Conſcience, to the 
Contempt of All Boauly, or Worldly Tatereſts. This was 
the General Conrfſe, and Braſs of their Proceedings; and 
[ think a Man may ſafely ſay This of them, They were 
fo Mercifu! in their Wrath, fo Placable, or in other 
words, they had fo much Wit m their Azecr, as In a 
Political Conſtruftion to make Every Man whoſe Life 
the; took away, a kind of Felo de fe, by Chnliing rather 
to Dye Innocent, then to Live Guilty; and to run 4! 
Honeſt Hazards, Themſclves,rather then to accuſe others, 
Wrongftully : But the Particular Maſter-ſtroke was T his. 
The Guilty accus'd the Innocent, and they were Imme- 
Wlately 7 zken-up upor't; and in This Condition, there 
waz but 1wo Oaths, and Thoſe Two Oaths Concerted In 
Two Minutes, betwixt Any Man's Neck, and the Gal- 


lows, Now in This Pinch, the Pris*zer had no other. 


Choice betore him, then either by a Falſe Oath to Hang 
Dther People; or by a True one to Hang Yimlelt. This 
has 
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has been the Caſe of Many and Many an Imocenr Per- 
fon, ſince the Broaching of Ores's Pretended Diſcovery , 
and it has been a Wonderful Mercy, that More have 
not ſhrunk under the Temptation. But as to the Yolun- 
tier-Witneſſes now , they were {ſuch a Parcel of Diſſo- 
lute Miſcreants in the Whole Habit of their Lives, that 
their Souls were ſcarce Blacker, After the Perjury then 
they were Before. 

We have been here ſpeaking of their Prattices upon 
ſuch as have been formally Accus'd, Articled, and Im- 
peach*d, &c. [ And Then ſays Bedloe of Prance, when 
| went into the Houſe of Lords, I made out My Charge 
azainſt him. Green's Tryal, pa. 34.] But now there 
were Azother ſort of People too, that, as a Man may 
ſay, fell into the Toy! by Chance; and This in Twenty 
Several Caſes: But I am here upon the Bus'neſs of Sr 
Ediiundbury Godfrey, and Ile keep to My Subjett. 

The Two Pcrjons that Found the Stick, and the 
Gloves, that gave the Firſt Light to the Diſcovery, of 
the Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, did their Duties 
Honeftly, and Diſcreetly, upon That occaſion, as Will 
appear by the Enformations here following : and we 
ſnall ſee the Thanks they had for their Pains: Over and 
above a very Good Reaſon Why This was not done 
While Matters were Freſh. 


VVilliam Bzumwell Depoſerh; That This Enformant, 
together with oae John Walters Paſſing by Priraroſe Hill 
toward the White Houſe, about Thrce or Forr in the Af- 
 ternoon of That Thurſday, when the Body of Sir Fd- 
mundbury Godfrey WAS found ; ſam a Cane and 4 Pa;r 
| of Gloves, lying within a Thicket, #pou a Green Bank 
mar the Ditch, This Enformant ana the ſaid VVaiters 
went forward to the White-houſe : IFhcre, as they were 
Drinking together, ſpeaking of the ſaid Gloves, and SUCK : 
and likewiſe of a Beltlying wito them, (a4 This Erformant 
| remembers } 
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remembers) It was Proposd, and Agreed, to go down to the 
Place to ſee whether they were there ſtill: And being come 
Thither, the Maſter of the White-houſe ſtooping to take 
them up, ſtarted back, on the ſudden, ſaying, [Lord Bleſs 
us! There's a Man Murther'd'] Tbs Enformant, and 
the Company, after a very Little ſtay, and without Tonch- 
ing the Body, or Medling with the Gloves, and Stick, 
that lay by, went away preſently to Mr. Brown, who was 
ther Conltable > And upon This Enformants, and the 
Others Deſcription of the Perſon to Mr. Brown, he ſaid to 
This Effet ; I wiſh it be not Sir Edmundbury Godfrey. 
And that in the way from Primroſe Hill, to 1r-.Browns, 
This Enformant with his Company, et one Jennings, 4 


Cow-keeper , at Cony-bury Hall, And told him, that - 


they had found a Man Dead in ſuch a Place, Naming the 
Place, ana Conſiderias what was beſt to doin it : The ſaid 
Jennings replying, You had belt let it Alone, and take 
No further Notice for fear You ſhould come into 
Trouble about it. ] Rawſon Rebuking the ſaid Jen- 
nings for Talking at that Rate, and ſo they Parted from 
the ſaid Jennings. NON 
And ſaith Likewiſe, that about the Latter end of Oftob. 
i678. This Enformant and John VValters aboveſaid,were 
Faken up, ad brozght before the Lords Committees at 
VVallingford-houſe, the Earl of Shaftsbury being 1n the 
Chair, where they were Examin'd, and this Enformant 
ſeverely Threatned by the Earl of Shaftshury, and Com- 
mitted to Newgate. And about Ten days after ; Thi 
Enformant mas feat for again, Where the Lord Shafts- 
bury Dccl.z2d , har This Enformant was ſet on by 
ſome G12at Roman Catholigue to ſind out the Body 
of Sir Edmundbury Godtrey ; And if any Aan ever 
w.ts Hanz'd, He ſpc:ld be*Hangd if he did not Dil- 
COVEr: 2!. 
And further , that after Theſe Menaces of the Lore 
Shaftsbury , Major W------ 190k, This Enformant mnto 4 
| By-PJace, 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Onfolded. G9 


By-Place, and there ask2d This Enformant Why he would 
_ not Diſcover V Vho ſet him on, for he ſhould have 500 /. 

Reward, His Life Secur'd, &c.] Still Preſſing This En- 
formant as aforeſaid : This Enformant telling him , that 
be had ſpoke What he Knew already, and that He 


EIN ſay no More, nor Would he Accuſe any Man 
Fallly. 


Ana Moreover, That This Enformant was kept about 
Nine-Weeks 4a Priſoner in Newgate, withour ſuffering 
Any body to come to him, ſaving only that This Enformant”s 
Wife had an Order from the Duke of Buckingham, Twice, 
to Viſit him. 


John Walterg Depoſcth,that He This Enformant Waik- 
7g with William Bromwell coward the White-houſe, 
upon the Day when Juſtice Godfrey's Body was found, 
ſaw a Cane and. a Pair of Gloves, upon a Bank, near 
Primroſe Hill , about Three or Four in the Afternoon : 
And as they were Drinking afterwards at the W hite-houſe, 
ipeaking of the ſaid Gloves, and Stick, they went down to 
the Place to ſee if they were there ſtill, the Maſter of the 
Houſe going along with them, who being come to the place, 
and ſtooping to take up the Gloves, ſtarted back, and 
Cry'd, Lord Bleſs us! Theres a Man Murther*d : This 
Enformant ana Company made very Little ſtay after This, 
but left things as they found them, and went away to ſee 
for a Conſtable, and were Diretted to one Mr. Brown, 
Who upon Deſcribing the Body, ſid to This Effeet,l- V Viſh 
It be not Sir Edmimnabury Godfrey. 


And that as they were pon the IV ay to gct a Conitadle, 
they met One Jennings, and told him of a Body toty haa 
found in ſuch a Place; Naming the Place ; Whoſe anſwer 
w4:, 1 take You for Neighbours and Friends, I do ?een 
adviſe you to ſay Nothing owt, but ler ſome body elſe 
ind it out, for you may bring your ſclves into a Great 

H 2 Deal. 
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Deal of Trouble: This Enformant and the Company Bla 
ming Jennings for Talking jo, And then they Parted. 

And ſaith, that «bout the Latter end of Gi*;9ber, 1678. 
This Enformant was Taken up by One that belmged ro the 
Duke of Enckingham, (as he told This Enjormant) and 
Carricd to the Lords Committees at V Vallingtord-houſe, 
the Day that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey's Body was Bu- 
ry'd: The Late Earl of Shaftsbnury being in the Chair ; 
and \ tus Otes appointed to Se 1f he Knew This En- 
formant ; The (iid Earl Threatning This Enformant ve- 
;y jovertly; ana This E aformant was Committed thereupon 
tg the Catc-hovſ, whure he was Fetter'd, and Hand- 
Cult *d, ana kept 1 tae Dungeon for Taree Days, and 
Thres Nights. 

Thet about E12ht or Ten Days after his Commit - 
ment, This Enformant was ſent for again uo the 
Lords Commilices, when the ſaid Lord Saftsbury took 
This Enformamut aſide into a By-Cloſet, Speaking to him 
to This FfFift, | Honeſt Smug the Smith, Thou look'It 
like an Honeſt Fellow, Thou ſhalt ſhoe my Horſes, 
and Ple make a Man of thee: ſaying further, Tell me 
viho Murther'd This Man, and who ſet thee to find 
him out ! VVhat Parts doſt thou VVork for ? Ard /o 
tre ſaid Earl went on, iriffing Tris Enformant to the ſame 
Erect, Tivs Enformant making Anſwer , Ay Lord, If 1 
Enew Your {cit had Murther'd him, I would Diſcovcr 
it, though I Dy'd fortt, This Enformant telling the ſaid 
Earl, as well as re Cold remember for what Cuſtomers he 
Wrought, After mrwich, This Eaformant was Deliver'd up 
to 797 ixecPcr, but preſently cal 'd baci,, and Dilcharg'd. 


For 2 VVord of Introduction to what now follows, 
Mrs. ary Gibbon, the V Vite of Captain Tomas Gibbon 
was Telated to Sir Edmindbary Geoafrey,and No Creature 
more tis Conident then This Lady was, as will Ee 


iurther ſcen hereafter : But at Preſent, I have onl7 
UT 


Kg 1 © wy 
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ky 
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his 
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of Sir F. B. Godfrey Onfoldc. IT 
- toobſerve, that when This Vatter was at the Hotte!? 
before the Lords Committees, This Mr. Gibbon Dcliver'd 
2 Paper (the Contents whereof ſhe hath lince Attelled 
upon Oath) to a Perſon of Quality, Sir /. B. who de- 
liver'd the Paper to the Earl of ShafrsLury;, And upon 
T tus Paper Mrs. Gibbon was ſent for to Attend the 
Committee, where (to ſpeak the Words of the Enfor- 
mat10n. ) | 

The Lord Shaftsbury calPd to her, ſaying, You Damn'd 
Woman, what Devilliſh Paper is 1 his you have given 
us In! Putting her upon her Oath 19 Declare who Wrote 
it ; calling her Pitch, and other Vile Names, and Threat- 
ring her, That if ſhe would not Confteſs, that Sir John 
Banks, Mr. Pepys, and Monſieur de Puy ſet her 
en to write that Paper, ſhe ſhould he Tora to Pieces by the 
Multitude ; Tpreatning her to have her Worry'd as the 
Dogs Worry Cats, inſomuch that ſhe fell into Fits upon”:, 


and thought ſhe ſhould never have got hozne. 


Note, that the Enformation above ſpoken of, was 


Deliver*d to Sir Leoline Fenkins ſeveral Years before 


ever I had the Knowledge of her Perſon; and that ſhe 
Deliver*d me a Copy of the ſaid Enformation, with 
Thijs following Poſtſcript at the Bottom of it. 


I Mary Gibbon am Tnaiſpoſed in Heaith ; out whether 
T Live, or Dye, in the Preſence of God, ana his Holy 
Angels, I do make Oath, that this is every Syllable True , 
And I have left the ſame, and made Oath of it to a Wor- 
thy Gentleman, a Secretary of State very Lately ; and if 
1 Live till "tis Queſtioned, I will Witneſs it. 


There remains yet a very remarkable Inſtance of 
the Faith and G enerofity of a Poor Hackney C oach-nnan ; 
ns Name Francis Corral; And if 1 could Contribate 
aSFuch to the making of his Forruzt, asl may to _ 
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vantage of his Name, and Reputation, it ſhould be the 
firſt Thing I would do ; for they wanted but a Second 
Evidence azainſt the Lords in the Tower ;, and Forty other 
Perſons of Eminent Qnality, that were laid up in La- 
vender, to be inreadineſs for the Providence of a Fur- 
ther Diſcovery ;, and if this Poor Fellow had but Y jeld- 
ed, Bedloe?s Coach would have done the Fobb of carry- 
ing Sir Edmund to Primroſe-Hill, every Jot as well as 
Prance's way of Horſimg him Thitker : And fo tor 
Brumwelland Walters too : Either of them would have 
forv*d, ſome Way or Another, to the ſame Purpoſe. 


This kuznefſs of Corral! 18 a Barbarous Story ; but I'le 


2 ascalic in the Telling of it, as 1s Poſſible, with a 
Reſpect, both to Decency, and to Common Juſtice. I he 
T7icth of it is, The Severity of his Impriſoument could 
not well Exceed the very Direttion of the Orders 
that the Keeper had for the Mornifying of him; and 
Corral! Himſelf does iikewiſe Charge many Crxelties upon 
the Vaacr Keepers, which he cannot ſay the aſter was 
Privyto. But be it as it will, we ſhall here Deliver 
Corrall's Enformation, for ſo much as concerns the mat- 
ter before us, in his own Words : Giving only to un- 
deritand by the way, that he was taken into Cuſtody 
iome a Fortnight or thereabouts, after the Body was 
jornd, upon an Officionus Enformation of Some Words he 
had ſpoken concerning the Carrying of it to Primroſc- 
Hill : Whereupon he was had to Newgate, and next Day 
to Walling ford- Houſe,vchere he was Sworn,and Examir'd , 
of which Examination he gives This Account. 


Francis Coral Depoſeth, That The Lord Shafts- 
bury, with others, ashed this Enformant if he carry'a 
Sr Edmundbury Godfrey ro Primroſe-Hill # hu 
Coach, os kzew who Carry'd him ? To which, This 
Enformant Anſwered , That he did Not, and that 
he Knew ot who did. The Lord Shaftsbury ſaid to this 
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Enformant, That if he would ſwear the Truth, he ſhould have 
Five Hundred Pound: The ſaid Lord Shaftsbury laying , 
down ſome Mony «pon the "I able, ſaying, that this Enfor- 
mant ſhould have a Room near the Court, if he was affraid 

of any Body that ſet him to Work , and ſhould Command a 

File of Muſquetiers, at any time when he had Occaſion 

t0 go abroad, to Guard him, for fear any of Thoſe that 

employ'd him, ſhould do him avwy Miſchief. This Enfor- 
mant asked him, my Lord, Who ſhould thoſe be ? No 
body ſet me at Work ; Nor do I know for what I am 
brought hither. To which the Lord Shaftsbury reply, 

We are the Peers of the Land ; and.if thou wilt not 

Confeſs, there ſhall be a Barrel of Nails provided for 

thee, to put thee in, and roul thee down a Hill. The 

Enformant made Anſwer, What would you have me to 

| fay, my Lord? I know nothing of the matter, would 

{ you have me to accuſe other People, to bring them 

{ into the ſame Condition I now am ? The Lord Shafts- 
bury Anſwering, Then thou ſhalt Dye. Mherexpon, a 

_ Mittimus was Drawn, and this Enformant carryd back. 
and Committed to Newgate. 

This Enformant was laid tn Huge Heavy Irons, and 
thruſt into the Dungeon ;, where, after he had continued 
about three or four Hours, he was Taken out again, by 

Lyon, one of the Keepers, who likewiſe was the Man that 
put this Enformant into the Dungeon. And this Enformant 
was ſo faint with the Cloſeneſs and Naſtineſs of the Place, 
that he ſmopnded away, and that they were fain to give him 
Brandy to keep Life in him. 

This Enformant Recolle&teth, that before his - coming 
from Wallingford Houſe, the Lord Shaftsbury ſaid to 
This effett, The Papiſts have Hir'd him, and he will 

' not Confeſs. | 
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He was now remanded to Priſon, and about Three 
in the Afternoon, they had him to a Houſe in Lincolns- 
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04 The Myſtery of the Death 
Inmm-Ficlds, where the Lord Shaftsbury Examin'd him 


Saying to this Enformant, Now you Rogue; Here's 
one tiat will Jnſtiie he faw you ( ſpeaking of one 
that ſtood there to bear Witneſs ;) The Lord Shafts 
bury ſaying to the ſaid Perſon, Did not you ſee him Whip 
his Horſes, pus g0 down by Tottenham-Court ? The Man 
ſaying, Tes my Lord ? [Sjrrah, (faid the Lord Shafts- 
bury to This Enformant ) Whats the Reaſon that you will 
not confeſs,but put us to All this Trouble ? T his Enformant 
{peaking haſtily, faid, What would you have me confeſs,my 
Lord ? I kzow no more ; rha your Loraſhip does, and it may 
be, ot ſo much: Then ſaid the Lord Shafesbun y, If thou» 
wile nt C cafeſs, Richardſon, rake him away, and let him 
be ftarvdto Death; which made this Enfermant to weep : 
Whercupon the Lord Shaftsbury reply'd, A Rogue ! 

. There's never a Tear comes down; This Enformant with 
Imprecations telling my Lord, that he knew no more ' 
than the Child that was unborn : That's 4 Popiſh Word (lays 
my Lord Shafrsbury) He has conſulted with the raps 
and will not Confefs; Nd 1s You rake him away,an 


'This was Thurſday : and this En- 


tormant was kept in Great Trons in the Condemn'd Hole, 
till Sznday Noon, without any thing to Eat or Drink, 

which put This Enformant into ſo great Deſpair, that 
| if his Knite had not dropt out of his Hand, he had 
Kill'd Himſelf, On Aonday Morning this Enformant 
was led into the Houſe of Lords, where one of the 
Lords bad Richardſon bring this Enformant into the 
Committce, where this Enformant ſaw the ſame Lords 
az before; and the Lord Shaftsbury ſpake after This 
Manner to this Enformant, [Come ( fays he ) thou 
lookeſt like 2n honeſt Fellow, tell us theT Bk and thou 
ſhalt have the ſame Reward that was promiſed thee at 


and then thou thalt go preſently 


home to thy Wite and Children, and we wlll ſecurg 


thee 


thet 
the 
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thee from any Harm : What doſt thon ſay to us all ? 
Now ſpeak. Then The Enformant fell down upon his 
Knees, and ſaid, I know nothing of it, and before ] 
wrong any Man, I will Dye Immediately. The Lord 
Shaftsbury replying, Thou art fuch a Peremptory 
Rogre, thou ſhait go back to Ncweate, and lye and 
Rot there a while. And then thou ſhalt be brought to 
be trycd at the Seſlions, and then there will come enow 
againſt thee, and thou ſhalt be Hang'd. Hadſt thou 
not better Confeſs the Truth, and have that Mony, then 
be brovght before the Barr of the Judges, and be con- 
demn'd to be Hang'd ? It will be a Dreadtul Hearing 
for Thee. [ Yes,,ry Lord, (ſaid this Enjormant ) I know 


+ It will be a Dreadful Hearing : But, my Lord, It will 


b2 a more Dreadful Hearing for me, at the Lord's Bar, 
if I ſhould wrongfully accuſe any Man ; it will be a 
more Dreadfnl Hearing, when it ſhall be ſaid, Take 
him away Devil, fo2 he hath fally Accus'd thoſe he 
knew no hurt by. Wherenupon the Lord Shaftsbury ſaid, 
| ſee we can do no good with him; take him away, and 
let him lye there and Rot. This Enformant Pleading 
that he had a Wife, and Children ; the Lord Shaftsbury 
Anſwered, Let his Wife and Children ſtarve. This 
Enformant lay in the Condemn'd Hole with Heavy Irons, 
Six Weeks and Three Days; and afterwards, Seven 
Weeks oz the Common Side xpor Bords, without 
Irons. 

This Enformant ſaith alſo, that He Complaining at .a 
Time uncertain, of his Ill Uſage, one Richard, and one 


that was commonly call?d John-Come-Laſt, ſaid, that 


their Maſter bad Power from my Lord Shaftsbury, and 
the Committee, t9 torment this Enformant, if he would 
wot Confeſs. This Enformant ſaith likewiſe, tnat a Tall 
Man i a Miniſters Habit, was with him in the Con- 


demn'd Hole , Preſſing him to Confeſs ; and Preſſing 


im, This Enformant ſeveral times to Confels, after that 
| | | be 
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x06 The Myſtery of the Death 
bad Imprecatea himſelf that he kaew Nothing of the 
mattcr. 7 
And faith, That this Enformant, as he was reading 
the 20th. Chapttr of tne Revelation aloud in the Hole, He 
this Entormant heard of a ſudden, the rathing of Chains, 
and Roaring like that of a Par, Believing it to be an 
Evil Spirit, and that the Door had been Open : In this 
Fright, 1his Enformant let his Candle fall, and 1n the 
Dark he was more aftraid, the Noiſe conutinu;ng near 
2 Quarter of an Hour : This Eiformat had been now 
lobe 4 Fortnight the Hole ; and afterward, telling 
one Harris and ſome others of the Keepers, how thi: 
Enformant was Terrify*d, 7 hey made him Anſwer, It 
you do not Contets, hs Devil will have you. 


There are ſo many Inſtances of this Kind, that the 
Proceedings at length, would make rather the Hiſtory 
of a Perſecution, then the {Varrative of a. Conſpiracy: 
But in one Word, He had Two Great Holes worn in his 

right Leg; One in his left : He was Etght Weeks after 
his Diſcharge, before he was able to Drive a Coach 
again. He got Salve for Theſe Wounds at Sir Thomas 
Wirterley's; and likewiſe of Mr. Knolles the Surgeon. 
He 1s able to produce Forty Witneſſes that ſaw Theſe 
Wounds: But it muſt not be omitted, that his Miſe- 
ry gave the Earl of Clarcndon a great Tenderneſs for 
him, inſomuch, that he YViewed his Ulcers himſelf, took 
Compaſſion of the Man, and gave him ory. 

ihere are, I wo. Objections that'I expect will be 
made to This Account of the Hard Uſage both of 
Frajce and Corral, The Former, while he was under 
the Power of the I ye Spirit ; and went on without el- 
er Fear, or Wit; was brought a Wireſs at Mrs. 
Celier's Ti -yal, Vi here his Evidence in the Colloquy, 0! 
Context, vas as follows. 

Mr. Bar Wejron. Mr Praznce ; Pray were you ever 
Torturd in Friſon ? (Mr, 
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[ Mr. Prance. ] No, I never ſaw any ſuch Thing there 
ia my Life. 

Mr. Bar. Weſton. How were you uſcd ? 

Mr. Prance. Very well, I had every thing that was fut- 
ting; Captain Richardſon did take great Care of me, &C. 
And alittle after. 

Mr. Prance (again) Dr. Lloyd was with me many 
times for half an hour together, and if any ſuch thing had 
been, he would have ſeen it, Celiers Tryal, p. 25. 


Now This was a Caſt of Mr. Prances Civility and 
Good Nature; but he was Mightily Overſcen to Ap- 
peal to Dr. Lloyd in't; who found him Roaring under 
his Pains, and Allmoſt KilPd with the Miſery of his Con- 
dition ;, but all this while, the Keeper had his Orders 
how to uſe him. 

Corrall was Alſo to be made uſe of, for the ſame 
Fobb ; but This ſhall Suffice, ( Unleſs 1 ſhall be 4b/o- 
lutely Fozxrd to ſay more on't ) that the Marks he 
Carries to This Day, are Ten Thouſand Witneſſes of the 
Hardſhip he Endurd. 

But in the Ezd, when Prance came to ſtand to'r, 
that the Body was Carry'd a Horſe-back, Corrall, upon 
very Good Security, was Diſcharg'd for not Carrying 
um in his Coach. 

This was their Way of Compaſling Witzeſſes, where 
People were not Wicked Enough to go to the Devil of 
their own Accord: And the ſame Method went thorough 
the Whole Tract of their Proceedings in All ſnch 
Caſes, and with all Perſons therein Concern'd. The 
Choice was ſhort, Either Stand out and be Hang'd, or 
Confeſs and be Damwd. But to take up where we left. 


We brought Praxce to his New Lodgings on the 
11th, and there we find him, with Mr. Boyce at his 
Beaſide, on the 12th, of January, 1678, According to 

© his 
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eſſe, were rather brought to the Srake, then to a Try, 
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His own Relation, and upon the Preparatory for the 
Tryal of the Perſons whom he had Accus'd. He had, 
even at That Time, ſome Grzdgings of Another Re- 
lapſe, Exclayming ſometimes by Fits, that he ha Swo1n 
Falſe ; and that he was Urrerly Ruin'd : But being ſtill 
Ply'd with the Memory of what he had Confeſs'd All. 
reaay, and the Hammering of 1t into his Head, that 
he would be Hang'dit he went off : And that if either 
Green, Berry, or Hill, ſhould come to Confeſs Betoe 
him, he was a Zoft Man beyond Recovery : His Heart 
would not ſerve lum to go thorough with his Reſo- 
Jution ; He had ſeveral Meſſages from Bedloe abont 
the Periwig ; and that vf he aid not Own the Perimig, 
the Three, Men would not Dye : He was ſeldom without 
an Ammanuenſis, or a Diftator Tather, in the Chamber 
with him. And the way was This : He was asked 
what Pariſts he knew ; where they Liv'd ; and what 
he could ſay of them ; and ſo the Moſt was made of 
Thoſe XMinntes, *till they came to be Emprov*d into 
WNarratives. He 1s poſirive, that the Nights he lay 
abroad in, were within the Firſt. Week of Otftober : 
And he finally Avers, That if it had not been for the 
Dread of Death, and Miſery, that was with ſo much 
Reſtleſs Importimity Preſs'd upon him ; And the Flat- 
tering Promiſes of the Great Advantage it would be to 
him, to Perſiſt in his Evidence of the Murther, he 
verily Eelieves, he ſhould rather have Dy'd, then 
have Hazarded his Damnation by Another Perjury. 
And it was not All yet Neither, that the Scum of 
the Rabvle paſs'd Muſter for Comperent Witneſſes againſt 
Aen of Honour, 1 Matters of State ; That the moſt 
Abandon d Miſcreants, even of that Scum, were Allow'd 
to glve Evidence as Men of Probity ;, that Every Thing 
was Screw'd in favour of the Guilty, and to the De- 
frruf157 of the Innocent, hat the Pris Pners and their Wit 
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and Put, by the Violences of the Rowe into an Inca” 
pacity, of Defending, either Themſelves or their Friends, 
&c. "I his was not All, I ſay, without making a Falſe 
Witneſs of the very Preſs too. Js it ſo upon your 


Salvation? ( Says the Late King to Prarce, ſpeaking, 


of the Evidence againſt Green, Berry, and Hill, ) 
Upon my Salvation, (ſays Prance) Jr is All Falle : 
Now 1 his Paſſage was given in Evidence by Mr. 
Chiffinch at Greens Tryal, and Left-out in the Print. 
Did not Mr. Larghorn , upon his Tryal, Move the 
Court, that ſome of the Jury might be ſent to the 
Temple upon a View of his Study, and Chamber ? and 
offer to put his Life upon That Iſſe, if they ſhould find 


'it but fo much as Poſſible for Bedloes Oath to be True”, 


In Swearing, that ont of the Chamber, he ſaw Lang- 
horn taking Duplicates of Letters in his Study ? Now 


there's Nothing of This Neither in the Printed Tryal. 


The Tryal of Nat. Thompſon, &c. is Printed Double 
One by Simmons, and the Orher by Maſon. In Maſons 
Iryal, Fiſher that help*d to Strip the Body, gives Thr: 
Evidence ;, We could not Bend his Arms, when we came 
ro his Shirt, So we Tore it Open, fol. 6. Now This 
Stiffneſs of his Arms would hardly Agree with the 
Condition of a Dead Body to be put into a Chair : 
90 that in S:mmons's Tryal, fol. 22. they have very 
Diſcreetly told the Reſt of the Story without Thar 

Circumſtance. | 
But to coine now to a Concluſion, as to the Matter 
of Writing This Hiſtory No Sooner ; What ſhould 
any Man put Pen to Paper for, in an Age, when 
there was No place, Nv Security for Trath, No Re- 
fuge for Innocence ;, and No Proteftion for Common Fu- 
frice ? The Noiſe of the People was CalPd the Voice 
of the People, and Popular Tumults paſs'd for the Wif- 
dom of the Nation ;, when Impoſtors were Conſulted as 
Uracles ; and when ll forts of Men were Prattic'd, and 
| wrought 
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119 1he Myſtery of the Death 
wrought upon, by All Sorts of Means, to Blind their Un- 
derſtandings, or to Corrupt their Morals: There was 


Mony for the Covetows ; Preferment for the Ambitious ; 
The Impunity of an Unaccountable Licenſe, for Malice, 


or Kevenge. In Short, Cafes in Thoſe Days were 


Carry'd by Huzzahs inſtead of Yores; and Bear-G ar- 
den-Law was All many an Honelt Man had to Truſt 
to for the Liberty of the Subjett. 


CHEAP. AL 


Notes upon Bedloes and Prances Evidence, Con 
par 4 (ne with Another. 


E are now Entring upon a SubjeCt to Con- 

found a Man, as well where to Begin, as 
where to Fzd ;, and there's No Accommodating the 
Maitcr, bit by Covering the Depsſetzons on Both Sides 
with One Great Plot. 

Here's 2 Horrible Out-Cry of a Barbarous Murther ; 
A Poyth Mr-ther, A Plot-Murther ; The Mrurther of 
a Magifrate; The Myrther of a Pyoteſtant Masi- 
ſtrate ; and in fine; The Mrrther of a Dagiltrate, in 
Revenge, for his Endeavouring to Prevent the Mur- 
thering of a King, the Brrning of his Towns, and the 
Maſſacring of his People. Here's the Scale of the 
Caſe, and - who btit Bedloe, and Prance, the Devotes 
upon This Occaſion, for the Saving of their Prince 
and Country | The Noiſe of This Murther, and the 
Fame of the Difcoverers, has RIPd All Months and 
Places Eccleſiaſtical, as well as Civil;* Churches, and 
Pulpits have been Dedicated to their Honour : And it 
Altars had not been Popi(ſh, and if the ſame Ihimſey 
had gone on Still, we might have come in Time, t0 

| 3 
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4 St. Tits, a St: William, a St. Miles : Nay, and a St. 
Enftace Comins too, Orate pro nobrs : But for Temporal 
Preferments however, there was Care taken, that they 
{honld not want either At diations or Effetts. We have 
Spoken Already of the Two Supporters of This Quar- 
1cr-Part of the Plor, and reſpectively of their Depoſtri- 
ons, apart , but we are now going, to fee how they look 
upon One Another, Together ; And whether *twas the 
Spirit of Revelation that Guided the Kj ings Witneſſes, or 
the Spirir of Deluſion that wrought upon the Belicvers 
of them : That is to ſay, upon Thoſe Believers of them, 
that had the Whole Cauſe under Their Eye, and Com- 
mand: and, Duly Confider'd the Proportios of the ſe- 
veral Parts, and Coherence of the Intrigue. 

It ſeems a Wonderful Thing, that Bedlce and Prance 
that were Two of the Main Whecls of This AMhtion, 
ſhould hold No Communication at all One with Another. 
Prance does not ſo much as Aention Bedloe ,, nor Bed- 
loe Prance ; either before the Lords, or upon the Try- 
als, ( Previouſly, tnat 1s, to the Afrrther ) ſave only 
Once ;, and T1 hat by [plication too ; When the very 
Name of Prance was Thrown into Bedloes Mouth by a 

Leading Queſtion. Tryal, fol. 33. And it was not the 
Iwo Witarfſes only that were Strangers to Ore Another ; 
but the Principal Aritators Th: empetves, were Fiw of 
them Acquainted, "I he Inſtruments, Several, and th Ky 
took Several Walks too, at the fame Ire for the do- 
ing of the ſame Bus es, and withour. holding atiy _ 
ble Correſpondence : AS it Divers Men had Stumble 4, © 
rather Pitch*d by Impulſe, upon the ſame Thoughts ts 
out Knowing One Arnothers Minds. 


Pedloe Swears before tie Lords, that he knows that 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Murther”d jz Semerſct- 
Houſe, on the Saturday » by Walſh, Le Phaire, Two 
Lay-men ; a Gentleman that Waits on my Lord Bellaſſis, 
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112 The Myſtery of the Death 


and an Under-waiter in the Queens Chappel. He Swears, 
that he Knows what afterwards he Delivers but - upon 
Þear-ſay. Now Prance zells us pon the Tryal, that 
He Himſelf, Green, Berry, Hill, and” Gerald, were 


the Five Murtherers, fol. 18. withort fo much as One Word 


of Bedloes Confederates. Prance was Entic'd in ( he 
fays ) by Gerald and helley, fol. 14. But ut was Le 
Phaire, Pritchard, keines, and ſeveral Orher Prieſts 
that Treated with Bedloe about the Murther, Tryal, fol, 
28. And then Upon the Lords Journal, Nov. 12. 1675. 
He Speaks as if it were only Le Phaire, and Walſh, 
that offer*d him 4000 1. to Help forward with it. But it 
was Gerald, and Vernatti that ſpake of a Great Reward 


zo Prance ; Tryal, fol. 22. Prance ſays, that it was He - 


Himſelf, Green, Hill, Gerald, and Kelley, that put 
the Body into the Sedan, and Help'd it away out of the 


Houſe [ All ſet our Þands to't, } he ſays, Tryal, fo. 
19, 20. But Bedloc, before the Lords, fay's that Le 


Phaire, Walſh, the Lord Bellaſſis Gentleman, Atkins, 


and one that belong*d to the Queens Chappel, were the 
Perſons that were to go with it. The Whole Story, in 
Fine, is made up of 7ll-Contriv'd, and Incredible Diſa- 
greements, and Point-Blank:Contraditiions. And they 
are at the ſame Variance One with the Other 1n the 
Walks they took, and in the Condut, and Manage of 
the Whole Deſign. 

Bedloe in his Depoſinzons before the Lords, Leads us 4 
Dance to Le Phaire 12 Grays-Inn-VValks; to Le Phaire 
again by Accident, in Fleet-{treet, going into Red-Lyon- 
Court, and to An Appointment at the Palſgraves-Head- 
Tavern ; Theice to the Cloyſter 12 Somerſet-Houſc- 
Court. He tells us a Story then of Clarendon-Houle, 
Iincolns-Inn-Ficlds, the Greyhound-Tavern, the Kings- 
Head-Inn zz theStrand, 3c. Now Prance, on the Othcr 
Hand, lays his Scene at Somerſet-Houſe VVater-Gate ; 
1aks of the VVicket ; The Bench by the Rayles, ow the 

Stahlcs : 
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Stables; Dr. Godden's Lodgings ; 4 Li:tle Cloſet 
or Square Room ; The Grecian Church, 2»d So-ho; 
And ſaving that Somerſet-Houſe was 10 be the Place of 
Action ; There's No ſort of Intelligence betrix: One 
Paſlage ad Another. Now when Prance comes 10 hs 
Evidence upozz the Tryals, the Plow-Alehouſe ſtrikes 4 
Great Stroke ; Red-Lyon-Ficids; And then for a Sup- 
plement, comes Sir John Arundel's Lodgings, Covent 
Garden, Long Acre, the Queens-Head at Bow,Cc. and 
vot one Word in Bedloe of any of Theſe Javunts : So that 
they Squar a now as Title about the Places, as they did 
before about the Inſtruments; Sir Edmund was ro be 
Dogg d however ; And we ſhall find as much Difference 
about the I ime, the Manner of it, and the Particular 
Perſons that were upon the Heel of him, as about ary 
thing elſe. 

Bedloe before the Lords, ſays nothing more of Dogging 
him, then that Le Phaire, Walſh, and my Lord #eilaſlis's 
Gentleman met him by the Kings-head 17 the Strand,Croſ- 
ling the Street about Five Afternoon ; ard ſo by a very 
Pitiful Vile Trepann'd hm imo Somerſet-Houlſe-Courrt, 
and there did his BuSneſs, He ſays indeed pon the Try- 
als, that he was ſeat t9 Tnfinuate Himſelf into Sir Ed- 
mund's Acquaintance, pag. 29. bit ſtill not one Hiord of 
1his before the Lords. He ſays further, that be had been Six 
or geven Days together with him at his Houſe,zzpon Fretence 


of getting VVarrants for the Good Behaviour,2g2inſt Per- 
| ſons that there were None ſuch : Wherein he muſt, Manifet- 
ly forſwear Himſelf, whether he did ſo, 9 Not; for 


Godfrey was not a Man to Grant any ſuch VVarrants,v::t 
7pon Oath. He ſays further, That he was with Five 1c- 
luts at the Greyhound Tavern, on the Friday, and ſet 
his Boy to ſee if Sir Edmund were at Home: Ib.7] Put 19! 
a Syllable of This neither 4# his other Depolitions. : 744 
men to talk, of bis op too; the Boy of a Feli”wp trat war 
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714 [he Myſtery of the Death 
m-tinder of his Evidence is only the Old Story maae 
worſe. Bur Prance, forall this, I Warrant ye, had him © 
Doge'd mio Red- Lyon- Fields, fo fol. 15, And After- 
bh ward by Giraid, Green, and Hill z2to St. Clements; 
| ad jo back, :24;n to Somerſet-Houſe. But a VVord or 
”y Two now to the Deſperate Provocation to This Bloudy 
C | Ree 07770, 
4 \ Ecdloo ſays before the Lords, that be was to be put out 
of the way, becauſe of ſome Examinations that he had 
tals tending to the Diſcovery of the Popiſh Delign, Nov. 
12.1678. "But Prance before the Lords, ſwears it was 
et of Malice for being Croſs-grain'd 10 'the Queen and | 
ker Servants. Bedloe makes no more on't upon the Fryal, 
then tnat there was & very Material Man to be taken ont of 
the way, One that bad All the Enformations that Mr. 
Otes and Dr. Tong __ given in; and if the Papers were 
not taker from him, the BuSneſs would be ObſtruCted, ana 
£0 wear t0 be Difcover'd ,Þ- 30. But Bedloe was ſtill for 
Tiving 7;m Qvarter before the Lords; and for doing it by 
Fair Means or by Foul, according as he ſbeuld Behave 
FTimfcif. But INot a IVord of That Neither, upon the Þ 
Tryals : Beſide that is the Lords Jour nal, he was. 
[tified betwixt Two Pillows : Arad wn the Tryal, they i 
had Strangled 1, he ſays, but he knew not how, p.32. 
And in one ViWord, Þ edloe, and Prance, did both agree at 
re Conrt of Kings Bench rt Deſtroy him Out-right, 
ZUSGHE © fer; BT EY Tern 11S, Or Conditions. for the ſaving 
of bis Life cor! ary 89 what Ecdloe ſwore before the 
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TDETV vo Wi rneſſes were as mgch Divided too, 45047 
F_: ? PLACE IV 13CC ma 19775 Murther'd, and the Regs. of tre 
Execution 3 but t; vn) Pork Acreed that he was Murther'd 
& Somerſfer-Houſe. -Prance will have the Decd to ve. 
Aone ow tne Dc: cent by tre Stables; and thas [oe Was 
\Vheedicd dom xndey 110 PICLCNCE © f Parting a _ 
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Tryal, fol. 16. Bedloe gets him thither under Colour of 


Catching ſome of the Plotters. Lord: Fournal. Prance 
mnakes Green to follow him with a Twilted Handkercher, 
and to get him down by Surprize, fol. 16, 17. Ecdloc, 
iz the Journal makes 1t to be aone Fairly, with Preſunting 
a Piltol, and upom Articles of Mercy ; thong? N'o body 
could ever find out Bedloe's, and Prance's Face, where 
the Body was Convey*d, any more then Otes's Stair-Caſe 
that led to her Majeſties Whiſpering Room : Ad 1t 1s 
tobe noted alſo, that This was uo Hear-ſay-Evidence, 1207 
* | 2he Final Reſolution of the Caſe; for Pedloc ſaw the 
| BodybyLe Phaire*s Dark Lanthorn ; and Prance ſaw 
 3t by HilPs Dark Lanthorh, at the ſame Time and 
Place ; and yet they had no Light there, but one Dark 
Lanthorn, 7ryal, fol. 31. Nay, and Bedloe ſaw 1t by 
Prance's Dark Lanthorn, or he was Damrably Forſworn, 
when Prance was brought from the Lobby to the Eating- 
Houſe. There were, mm fine, Two Sir Edmund's Mur- 
ther'd, One #2 the Houſe, T'other in the Yard ; and 
Bedloe's was Carry'd off on Munday at Night, at Nine 
of the Clock, Journal, Nov. 8. 1678, Prance?s, nt "tif 
Wedneſday about Twelve of the Clock, 7Tryal, p. 19. 
) I This Paſlage ſtarts a Hint worth the taking Notice of - 
2. | Bedloc has the Body Carry'd away on the Monday Night. 
ar WF wor the Lords Journal - But Prance pox the Tryal, 
ntz miſtook his Notes, and ſays it was only femov'd into Somer- 
ſet-Houſe. Tryal, pag. 18. And 1o they concerted the 
uSneſs of the Dark Lanthorn too 5 only they 
were not agreed upon the Bearer of it, as 18 already 
ſet forth; ſo that Le Phaire was Pedloe's Lanthorn- 
Bearer, and Hill was Prance's, 


the Particularitics of "This Subjet, to make all Think- 
9c 7g Zen of the Ivext Ave, Bluſh at the Corrupticns and 
Creaulity of This : But whoever conliders the Circum- 
Rances of the Afen that Gave This Evidence, will no 
L 2 tonger 
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The Myſtery of the Death 


longer Trouble his Head with Wondering at the Evidence 
And I ſhall give the Reader a Taff 


upon This Topique, In the Following Chapter. 
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P. 105. 


] Now 


Sore General Tonches upon the Chiratter of Bedloe 
and Prance, and their Credit in Other Caſes as 


well as [. his, Not forgetting Titus Otes. 


FT was under the T7imwirate of Otes, Bedloe, and 
. Prance, that the Tragedy of Sir Edwmnadbury Godfrey 
was brought upon the Stage ; 
be ſaid, Methinks, of the Pe; ſons, as well as the Att. 
0715 of Theſe Three Heroes ;, 1 a Man could but hit upon 
the Juſt Aeaium, betwixt too Much, and too Little. 
1itme Otes was the Son of Samuel Otes; 
a LIPS Weavyr: And he Dipt fair £00; He was 4;- 
rated at Chet: 1sford Aſſizes, P. 146. for the Xrurther 
of One Are Martin, that Dy'd ſome Fourteen Days 
after the Dipping, and layd her Death to his Charge, 
There's a ſtory Pleaſins 
eno:gh, and Every Body has it, of a Woman tnat he 
had Under the Oran ance of Dipping, that ſtill fell to 
*::c64-:ing 10 foon as ever they had her 
T [DSv n with her _ FT "Tis 
71ti2 8s 
Tihe Rogny Eoys had "ny a = Wi BundlT of 
” amoli Ss, and 1mcomns in the Dj ipp!rg o-Flace, and the 
Poor Womans Boay, 1t ſeems, Gid not like "That way 
of Diſc; ;pl12e, 
As to Titzs, it was a Long, Time before he had © 
much as the Bawge of Chriſtianity, and there he ſtop! 


and ſometbing ought to 
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t60, without ever Advancing one ſtep further into the 44 RY 
Prattice of it. He never Liv'd any where after Fourteen, 44 81 
but when ever he quitted the Place, he left the Chara- 6 
fer of an Infamous Creature behind him : As at Gaiws Ws | 
College in Cambridge ; Haſtings; Bobbing, Valladolid, St. ky | 
Omers, White-tJall, the Kings Courts of Records ;, and why 
finally at- Sea, Under Sir Richard Ruth, as well as at | 
Land. tle Pegan with Perjury and Sodomy ; ſo ſoon as 4 | 
ever he came to be gualify'd, either by the Law for "ITY 4 
a Competent Evidence, or by the ftate of Liriliry tor the bo, 
Other Exccrable V illany. His Falſe Oaths, and his Ar- Yo 
zempts of that ſort of Brutality, arc ſo any, that they ll 
are ſcarce to be Number'd; and fo Notorious, that RT. 
there's No Need of Holding a Cazdle to them ; for Bs 
they are as Publique as the Solemnity of Atteſt aticns, «vg pr 
Tryals, Verditts, and Judicial Sentences can Make any ; 1 the 
thing. In One Word; His Narrative.Confiits of $1. 0 
Articles ;, and I dare be Anſwerable for Four tinivs as SF vg 
many Falſies in *em ; To fay Nothing of Driblets, By- Pp ot 
Blowes and Looſe Grains, Over and Above. \ The 
Bedloe indeed was the erryer, though perhaps not - of Py 
the Greater Rogue of the Two ; but the fitteſt Man F4 
Yet in Nature to ſtand Second to ſuch a Principal. His | 18 1,94 
True Name (after 'T hat of his Repnted Father) was gs 
Bedave, a Word that according to the Sepruagint, Im- Wo Ph | 
ports [ Little ] or { Diminutive. ] The Falcrs, and the +, " 
Coblers were at as much ſtrife as Ever the Cities were þ Res 
tor Homer, whoſe Bedloe he ſhonld be ; for he kad a 4. "Iv 
ſmattering 1n Both Faculties, The One he Learn'd from oe, 
his Mothers Firſt Husband that Plyd at May-Poles Wakes, nfs At 
and Fairs; and then the had afterwards A»0:ber that bi 
Dealt in Clouting, Capping, and Vnderlaying ; but 1n Es WEEK 
ſhort, the Poor Woman, they ſay, rock a Great Deal of 
Pains to Mend the Strain. His Firſt Gommiſſion was t0 
run on Errands, at Hap-Hazard, for him that came 
Next, and from Tyherce, he ſtept into a Livery, and 
| 3 {erv'd 
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119 The Myſtery of the Death 


ſerv'd the Xin, and the Proteſtant Religion in the 
quality cf a Foot-boy. "This was his &iſe, to the 
knowledge of Mer, and Bus'neſs. He got the Names, 
and Habis, ations of Men of Quality, their Relations, Cor- 
re&oudents and Intereſt : and upon 17s Bottom it was, 
with a Conveni: nt ſtock of Sdndance, and a Dextrous 
Tur of Fancy and Adareſs, that he put himſelf into 
the World. There was No ſort of Cheat, that he was 


not 1z ar, and Good at. But his Maſter-Piece was his. 


Pe ſonating Men of Quality : ; Getting Credit for Watches, 
Coats, Horſes, zorrowing Mory upon Recommendations; 
Bilking of Viatcrs, and Toles: Lying, Pilfering, and 
Romancing, 10 the Degree of Impoling almoſt upen 
any man "that had any ſpark | in him of Humazity, or 
Good Nature, His Charafter, and his Hiftory, in fine, 
Truly drawn, would have Sixteen Guzman in the Belly 
of it : But there Needs no more then Common Fame, 
upon the Tracing of his Motions, to the Inſtrufting of 
that Srory. He paſs'd thorough All the Degrees of 
Knavery, and Witkedneſs, as Gradually, and 1nſenſibly, 
as he did through the Moments, and the Inches of his 
Age, and Stature;, He Liv'd like a Wild Arabs, upon 
the Prey, and the Ramble ; and where ever he was in 
Flunaers, France, Spain, or England, he never faild of 
leaving the Footſteps. and the Reputation of a Proſtitute 
Cheat behind him : He was haraly ever at Home, but 
in a Priſoa ; Nor in his Element , as they fay, any 
Longer then he was In the King's High-way to't. That 
is to ſay; he was ſtill a doing .ſfomewhat or Other, 
Contrary to Law, Honeſty and Good Manners. 

This, upon the Whole Matter, was but a Congruomus 
Preparatory to the Conſummated fate of a Flagitions 
Azfcreant ; when he came Afterward to Foyn Iſſue in A 

Permirious, and Iurderois Carnſe, with Otes, f Yr and 
Others, as a King's-Evidence. The Pompons ſound of [4 
King” s Evidence ;] And the Terrible Chymera of .a Plot 

upon 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Unfolded. 119 
UPon his Majeſties Life, and the Proteſt ant Felinion, 
Dazled, and Blinded the People, as if the Sun had been 
thrown in their Eyes from a Lookizg-Glaſs : Infomuch 
that in Two as Lewd Lives as ever were led Vader the Ca- 


-opy of Heaven, in the Perſons -of Otes and Pedioe, and 


the CharaCter of Theſe Two Wretches as Well known, as 
tbe Whipping-Poll, they .could not find 17 their Conſciciice 
Yet,, to make any Exception to the Probity of Theſe Wirr.ofſes. 
Nay, and they were not only Belic-"'4, but, if not 
Temples, Pulpits, at leaſt, Deaicatcd to their Honour, and 
by a Blaſphemous Figure, They were Recommended to 
the Mobile, as the Saviours of tic Nation, ilioveh the 
 Left-Hand Thief upon the Croſs, Might, to All Himane 
Appearance, have made as Good an Evidence. Ve! ! 
And there's more in't Yet too; for Bedine vwias mich 
Better at a Sham, Off- Hand, then at a Gonfpiracy, by 
Book. Take them fraely, and they g1Ve Themfelve s the 
Lye: Take them Reſpe&tively, and they give One Ag- 
ther the Lye; And Yet after all, When they ncitticr 
Believ*d Themfelves,nor One Another, there were tound 
ſo many Bettevcrs of them, that Great Britain was with- 
In One Guſt more, of ſinking, under the Malice and Foy 
of the oze ſide, and of the other; beyond All Poſſibility 
of Redemption without the relief of a Miracle. 

That Bedloe and Otres were Forſwora in the Ensnefs 
of Godfrey, no leſs then in That of the Plot, (and 
Prance for Company) 1s no more to be Doubted, then 
the moſt Certain Evidence we have of Any One Inſtance 
of Fatt in Theſe Times; And This being moſt Unde- 
niably Clear, it is not fo much 4y Part, or in Truth, 
My Bug neſs, to ſhew where Bedloe was forſworn 1n any 
other Caſes; as to Defie any Man to Produce any one 
Oath he made, in favour of the Crcdir of That Pl, 
 Wherein he was Not Forſworn ; for to Naine fome, and 
Mot All, would be a Tacit Scarda! upon the Reſt, 
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120 * The Myſtery of the Death 


In the Conrſe of My Deſign, Prances Place ſhould 
be now Immediately 1Vext ; but as there 1s an Order 
cven among the Devils in Hell, the ſame Decorum onght 
to be Obſerv?d toward his Inftrumcnrs here upon Ears; 
50 that I ſhall Poſt-Pone Prance a Little, as a Poor, Sneak. | 
1/7, off-and-on-Vrctch, that's fcarce Worthy to be 
Nan'd on the ſame Day with the Other I wo. Now 
if a Man Might Honeſtly Laugh upon fo-T#agical, and 
{5 Keprob acd an occaſion, VVho could forbear, at the 
keing of a Thusſand Fooleries leſs Credible then Lhe Fax 
bles of the Pots, Warranted for Goſpel Ovid has not in 
All his Tales a more Jzcredible Metamorphoſes, then This 
of Otes, and Bedloe, Religions Brutes ; State Fools 5; De- 
ils Tzcaraate, turn'd all of a ſudden, bigots;, Beggerly 
Varlets, with Neither Faith nor Brains, all in the tur- 
tiig of a Hind, become Mony'd Men, and the Confi- 
dciits of Princes, Nay, and Not Only to Continue 
Falſe, and Scandalous, but to Grow Wickeder After 
their Converſion then they were Before. And for 
That Monſter Ortes, to go on Buggering, and Yet at 
the ſame Time Celebrated in Deſpite of Common Senſe, 
and Shame, as a Veſſel of the Holy Ghoſt. But not 
to ſpread the Matter too Thin, I ſhall Entertain the 
Reader here with Two Bills of. Monyes laid out in hs 
Aajefties Service ; The One by Otes, at a Time when 
he was not VVorth « Brumigem-Groat to Spunge for a 
1:\h of Coffee : The Other, by Bedloe, out of his Sa- 
vings, when he liv*d a Little before in the Larſhafiſea 
upon the Charity of the Alms-Backet. 


Otes 
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Otes's Bill of Expences, Feb. 11. 1678. 


EL on © 

Mprimss, My Journey into Spain, be- 

{11des the Ten Pounds given me > DN ER EY 
Item, My Manuſcript of the Alexandrian 

Verſion of the Septuagint, which I gavep 50—00-—00 

them ———— 
Ttem,For a Journey to Madrid more then 

was allowed me 
Item, For a Journey to Yj/lla Garcia more 

then was allowed me C EINE 
Item, For a Journey to Salamanca more t- E 

then was allowed me ho — I IO 
Item, for my Expence to acid in a _— 

cond Journey more then was Allowed I 0—1 O—OQ 

me - 
Item, For my Expences 1n Intelligence 

from Sevill and other parts in Spain, Þ 12—00—ca 

moe then was known 
Jtem,For a Preſent of 7wezers,and aCaſe 

of Knives toFather Sweetman at Madrid, C O2— L000 

and 2 Caſes of Spettacles 
Item, For a Watch to preſent to thee Q 

Archbiſhop of Tram when at Madrid Sy © TOOETEGY 
Item, For a Caſe of Knives to the Rector } 

of the Er ;gliſh College at Valladolid —— TT TRE VO 
More for a 4 5es of Gloves to be pre- 

ſented to him 
Item, For my Expences home to Erglana 

more then was allow*d me 
Item, For my Expences for the "Time I 
was in Loudon more then was allowed 6 O2—00—00 
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I 22 The Myſtery of the Death 
ny 4 
Item, For my Expences from London to 
St. Omers more then was allowed me ; DN 25h 
Item For Gloves and Knives to preſent L : 
to the Rector of St. Omers ns Hp 
Item, For my Journey to Pars more then 
was allowed me 
Item, For my Journey to Gheat morethen 
was allowed me —— 
Ttem, For my Expences m St. Omers ——08—09—co 
Trem, For my Expences in my Fred, 
IO—OO—OO 


—— 


Me. — OQ —_ 


Of! > 03—10—þ6 


bTI— 


MLS OF —O00—00 


to, and in doing Bus'nefs in England 

in APRIL more then was allow*d me -- 
And for my Journey Batk agam —OZ—00—00 
Item, For my'Expences home to Eneland? 

in June, more then was alttow?d = "it 
Ttem, For my Expences from the 17th. 

Tre, to the 14th of Auguſt laſt Wark; ans 2 ug 
Ttem, From the 14th of Argrſt to the 

8th of September ———— — 5 
Item, From the 8th of Sepfemoer, to the 

28th of September 'm , torhey,, ſe LH 

Item, From the 28th of September, to the 

21th of Oftober een pag — ink © 8—18—00 
og, RAD -13 — 1 O——IO0-—O0 
For Linnen -- -_ "LES -O2—OO0-—90 
Item, For Expences from Oftober 21. to FEY 

Dec ember 29. "F rant 0a 
[tem, From December 29. to February 8.—40—08—09 
For Neceſlarics for Winter ques Omer 3 Owen 0 
For Books which the Jeſuits had of me—40—00—00 


TÞ 7 Ol O——O00 


Money owed © me by the Jeſuits —80-—O00-—00 
For my Council mmm Co Manas 11 


For Witneſles — 


- uw 


1o 


F 97 —C4—00. 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. 123 


 _. To ſay Nothing of his Alexandrian Verſion, his 

[ Jntelligence mo2e then was known. ] His Accounts 
with the Jeſuits; and the other Fopperies that he has 
Farc*d up his Bill withall. It 1s very Remarkable, liow 
cloſe he Sticks to his 24th of April, and the Bug neſs 
« of the Conſult ; for he is very Particular in the Ex- 
pences of his April-Fourney into England; and his Jour- 
ney back again, and ſo afterward, for his Journey in- 
to England again in June, which keeps touch with his 
Evidence upon the 7ryals, thongh never any thing was 
more Clearly prov'd Then his Perjury upon That Point - 
and that from his going to St. Omers the December be- 
fore, he never ſet Foot in England again, till toward 
the Latter end of Fune. And now follows a Conſciona- 
ble Bill of Bedloes too. ded 


— S Ys ; nn ES on 


m— 


Bedloe's Account of Expences, February 15.1678. 


An Account of ſeveral Expences made by William 
Bedloe, on Occaſion of the Service of his Maje- 
ſty, and the Kingdom, which as to the Groſs 
Sums he 7s ready to atteſs upon Oath, and does 
moſt humbly Crave Allowance for the ſame, that 
he may repay his poor Friends what he hath Bor- 
rowed from them for this publick, Service 5 and 
which, notwithſtanding 90 1. Received from his 
Majeſties Bounty, doth ſtill remain in Arrear, 
being 123 1. according to the Particulars Fol- 
lowing. 


NA. | Over. 5. Borrowed to bring me 
up from Briftoll 
Laid out ſince I came to London in 

Coach-hire, Water-men and Links — > C0” 
For 
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| gi BI $2 4 


OY OO—O0 


For ſeveral Neceſlaries in and about 
my Chamber 
For ſeveral Dinners for my ſelf, and | 
other Witneſſes on the 'Iryal rb 9" 00 
For fetching out of Kent one Mr. Codd 
and his Maid, who are Material Wit- >; 9._00—00 
ne:lcs upon the Tryal of the Lords — 
For ſending for ſeveral Witneſſes ont 
of the Country, and keeping them in 
Town, till the King 1s pleas'd to order 
their Tryals ——— — 
For ſeveral Meetings and Dinners for 
the Witneſſes that brought in, and >» 1 5—00—090 
Teſtify'd againſt Prance -- 
For ſeveral Occaſions laying out Mony 
in Searching Suſpefted Houſes for 
Prieſts, and Papers, and other ſuſpeCt- « 
ed Perſons 
Mony laid out to have the Advice of an }. 
honeſt Councellor, in many great and 
weighty Matters, and for a Clerk to 


—— —_— —  — cc 


{49a 


— 


20 —OO—CO 


 —_—  ——  _—  __  __——————— — 


ZO=—O00—=99 


write, and put in Order my Papers, 
with many otherNeceſlary &Unavoid- 
able Occaſjons,which I could not omit j 
W:+- 213—00-—-00 


Here are 7wo Accounts now that might paſs betwixt 
Father and Son, and, in my Conſcience, their Bzls are 
as true as their Narratives: So much Sworn to a Syka- 
ble, and fo much Spent to a Penny. Ortes ſets down 1n 
Debts, Books, and Preſents to the Jeſuits, 186 1, And 
Bealve Reckons 91 1. for Witneſſes. But People will be 
apt to Cry out now,UWhat's All this to Sr Edmunabury 
Godfrey's Purther ?z Why Truly, if there were no 
more 1n't then a bare Cxrioſity, the very Am 

would 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Unfolded. 125 


would be worth the Inkand Paper that's beſtowed up« 
ont. Beſide that in This Place it falls in moſt Natu- 
rally with my Pxrpoſe, and Text : Firſt,as it is Another 
Branch of Roguery apart from the Plot, and ſhews them 
to be Pick-pockets as well as Knights of the Poſt ; which 
may ſerve to Illuſtrate what Creatt 1s to be given them 
in Other Caſes. 2ly. It gives any Man to underſtand, 
that at a Time when ſuch Fellows, and ſach Nonſenſicat 
Impoſt ures could keep a Government in Awe, 1t was not 
for any Private Man, with a Single Yoice, and Reaſon, 
to oppole an Epidemical Madneſs ; for the Reck*ing 
carry*d Fraud, and: Inſolence in the Face on't, and the 
Witnefſes knew before-hand, that it would be no more 
Believ'd by Others, then They Believ'd it Themfelves. 
But they Puſt'd on the Afﬀront never the Leſs; and 
though 1 never heard of a Tally ſtruck upon that Ac- 
count, 1t was yet a kind of Yi&tory to come off Gratis. 
. Þur Thirdly ; The Timing of it was the Great Point 
of All; for the whole Nation was then at Gaze upon 
the Tryals of the Pretended Murthers of Sir Edmimdbury 
Goafrey, and molt People were of Opinion, that the 
Suppos'd Popiſh Plot was to Stand or Fall, upon That 
Iſue : But tor my own Part, I was never of that Per- 
ſuaſion : If the Verdi went againſt the Pris?ners, It 
was Reaſonable Enough to. expect that it would make 
a Horrible Noiſe; Eſpecially conſidering the Pompois 
Solemnities that had Prepar'd Men Already, for W114 
and Dangerous Impreſſions. And then on the other hand, 
it they had been Acquitted, it was but Arraigniag the 
Bench, the Fury, and the Witneſſes, as they did in other 
Caſes Afterwards to maxe All whole again. This does 
not Hinder, but that Ores and Bedloe did very Prudent- 
ly ſtrike while the Iron was hot ;, for the Tryal bears Date 
the 10th. of February, 167%. the Dey of the Convittion 
of the Three Pri”uers. And theſe Tmo Blades put in 
their Bjls, the very ſame Week, with the Tryals ; Otes 
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126 The Myſtery of the Death 

on the 11th, and Bedatoe his: on the 15th. And if ever 
fuch a Reck'ning was to paſs Iuſter, That Nicking Mi- 
mute was the Time tor't. 

As to Prance's Charatter, All that I ſhall ſav of it 
is This ; that he had a good Will to be Honeſt, but not 
the Heart to go thorough with it; and that he took 
more Care of his Carcaſe at Firſt, then he did after- 
ward of his Conſcience. I ſhall do him This Common 
right yet, to ſay, that he had not the Brand upon him 
of an infamons Courſe of Life, to Blaſt his Evidence as 
his Fellow-Witneſſes had : And This may ſerve, in ſome 
fort, to Colour the Eaſineſs of Thoſe that gave Credit 
to him. In one VVord more, If the Meurther and the 
Plct were the only Two Points in Diſpute, upon the Cre- 
dit of his Teſtimony, his Feſt ice and Faith in other Caſes, 
might Induce a Charitable Softneſs toward the Believing 
of him in 7hts + But from his Swearing Falſe in Every 
Thing Elſe, (as That's the Caſe) to 1zfer that in One 
Single Point, or Iwo, he ſwears True; would be a very 
Perverſe way of Reaſoning. To ſhorten the Bus*neſs 
now, I have a Letter of Prance's upon This Subject, 
and I cannot better Diſpoſe of it then in This Place ; 
And there can hardly be a Better Teſtimony, then that 
of an 1! Man, who, without either Hope, or Fear of 
being the Better or the Worſe for*t, bears Witneſs againſt 


SIR, 


Earing that you are about to Publiſh ſomething 
concerning the Death of Sir Edmunbury 


Godfrey,[ think it my Duty to take Shame npon me, 
and to make a Publique Declaration to the World of 


my Confeſſuon and Repentance of the Heinous Sins 
that I have committed againſt God,” and my Offen- 
ces againſt his dacred Majeſty, my moſt Gracious 

Mz 
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Miſtreſs the Queen Dowager, the Noblemen, Gen- 
try, and All others that I have wickedly and wrong- 
fully Accus'd about the Death of That Gentleman. 
I cannot . hope or expeF that any thing I ſay 
ſhould find Credit in the World 5 but it will be ſome 
Eaſe to my Con{ctience, if I may obtain the favour 
of a Place for this Declaration any where among your 
Papers, if you ſhall commit any upon This Subjed to 
the Preſs. ; 

From the time of taking off 1my Irons, and 
changing my Lodging, which was upon my Tielding 
Baſely to Forſwear my ſelf againſt thoſe Innocent 
Perſons, Green, Berry, and Hill, that Dy'd upor 
my Wicked Evidence : Mr. Boyce was the Mar 
that AFed for me, and writ many Thines which 1 
Copy'd after him 5, I found by his Diſcourſe that he 
had been ſeveral Times with my Lord Shaftsbury, 
and with Bedloe ; and he told we, that I would be 
certainly Hang d, if I did not agree with Bedloe's 
| Evidence, and own the Periwie, the Men would 

not be Hang d ; Iwould not yield tot, ſo he 
yielded to mine, and the Periwig was ſpoke no more 
on 5 and bidding me conſider what a Condition I 
ſhould be in, if any of them ſhould confeſs firſt. He 
got we out of Newgate ſome few Days after the 
1ryal of Green, &e. But before any of them were 
_ Executed, Mr. Boyce told me how much ſome of Sir 
_ Edmund's Relations were troubled that I was ont ſo 
ſoon, for fear 1 ſhould deny all again; and fo Mr. 
Boyce took me to his own Houſe, and watched me, 
and went with me vhereſocucr 1 went, till the Inno- 
eens 


0 + 
= ni, oe 
a 


—_ 
i 4 - A, "5 _ 
" As - | " 3. Þ 
of RF Y 
=» g 


—— 47 LY ” : , mn bh _ "+. - 4 " 
—_— I _s 7 
: i + —_ * 
> —_— 
4 yes 
Wt = PCr 2-2. w» , ao oy 
=_ 


. - : ITS” oO o ko ; 
=; fog tt es. a-5np 24,2 A-£ 


- wo 4 P « 6 2 © ” pr 0 - a.” . 
—_ - | SI We >... D.C ELL 
2 4 ; _— a : _ : Py — q ut - OVe- > | p ERS ; 
_ _— "1 w—_ <3 ' ” _ pt * " * p r——_ rates es JS hy 
z — p CS he x ” , M) : EY A ” N o_ 36% © <A 
I SA run rg gr IRS Zoo MEE BEESYY ITS. ame nd on fo oe ar herd OOO Ge 


44. —— b *. Wo - ak - 
' - Sauk Ls : , - ” 
. - wo went oe, 6 Os anne —— - 
, u——_ . 
+ —— n on _ v4 * - 
_ _ - A; 
ISS O =c - : " PIP” - ” 
D————— - my _- a mn 
_—_ ” _ = _— 
. h > -» __ - 2s _ . " ” 
a try . pm"e 2s... '& DE 4 my * » _ : mn FT * a. x 1, > oe Lk» CI 0 : " 
8. $4 : " wu 4 - ” = CR _ + : - we = 
4 b DS. - her od can , 4,9 Ro EE ITINg 8 g- _ . —_ k 4 ot _ on , - 
. - 8 = — _ -— _ _— — - — = mm. —_ m_ _ * _ "_ <A> —_— 
- = 4 N *% — 5 : M _— » - #4, Bs " 49 - a . "I l P wa A aw 
_ 2 Fi 8 ; | | : > 
\ ” « 
= FY = _ by » = _ 
n . 5 ” " C P l ——_ wt b "_— " : q 
_ ds - T5 * » ry *? 'X _ _ t * pe » Je 
_ you ”— ———— _ -—- - - = l _—_—— - 7 —_ —_— » - 
5 Y " i ol = — . =... . T. =» ” " 
. : — I 4 > \ 6 : Q - lis. 2d. : ; 
= — 
- _ _— I II 1 - - oy oy gem ——_— , 
p F 4 X | :£Y - %. I , 
we «+ . . 7 5 ; — d 4 2 R Sow 4.4 3 = 
LEE IEY % - " I my 
a - ®, Wes | y_ 
- a — - F « l A $ 


x28 The Myſtery of the Death 


cent men wereExecuted. TI would fain have had Berry 


ſav'd, but Mr. Boyce ſaid he was Guilty of the Murs 


ther, and conld not be ſau'd ;, and that if the King 
had a mind to pardon him, he might do it without 
my Tronbling my ſelf. 

It was purely the fear of Death, and the Miſery 
of my Condition, that wrought #pon me to For ſwean 
my ſelf, without any thought of reward, although [ 
was told ſeveral Times that Great Things would be 
done for me. My Lord Shaftsbury told me my 
Trade ſhould be Better then ever it was, and bought 


Some Plate of me Himſelf,part whereof was for Otes. 


This brings to my Mind that in the Time while 1 
Deny'd the Murther, or any Knowledge of it, I was 
zaken out of Newgate, and carry d to Iwo Eminent 
Lawyers, where I was Opbraided for departing 


from my Evidence One of them, wondring much 
what ſhould make nie do it, and ſpeaking to me to- 


this Effet, | You were afraid, perhaps, of Lo- 
ſing your Trade, that lay moftly among the Pa- 
pilts; or el{e perchance you aid not think your 
{clt ſure of your Pardon, e*c. | which Words were 
ſpoken in ſuch a way, toat I took them for Hints to 
me what Exenſe 1 might make upon going off again, 
and as I ava a Chriſtian, This was it that firſt pl 
That Excuſe into my Head, My Lord Shattsbury 
gave me Iwo Guinnea's once, fo help off a Mar 
that I had Sworn againſt for Dangerouns Words 
againſt the King. I received Thirty Pounds by 
his Majeſties Order, ani Five Pounds of Bedloe: 
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fs to thoſe T ſwore againſt about the Plot ;, If 1 
may take the Names as they lye in the Narrative : I 
Accus'done of the Townleys of Townley i» Lan- 
caſhire, with ſaying, | That when his Brothers, 


who were then at Doway, came back from Flarx- 


ders, they expected to receive Commiſlions from 
the Lord Bellaſſzs, and other Catholick Lords 
concern for the railing of Men to carry on the 
Catholique Cauſe ; and that I had heard Adamſon 
a Watch-maker ſeveral Times ſpeak of this at 
the Clubin YVeer-ſtreet. I do declare in the Pre- 


! ſence of God Almighty, that the Accuſation is falſe 


in every Point of it, both concerning Mr. Townley 
aud Mr. Adamſon. See Narrative, fol. 3. Ido 
declare likewiſe, That I was no otherwiſe put upon it, 
then by a Paper that was brought to mg in the Con- 
demn'd Hole, and by the Mexaces of Hanging me, 
if [ did not confeſs more and more, ſaying, Hang 
him Rogue, He thinks This ſhall-ſave him. 


I Accnus'd Mr. Keightly alſo, when the Earl of 


Shaftsbury, ec. was 7 the Tower, with Rejoi- 
cing at their Impriſonment, and the Differences 
amonegſt the Lords; and if the Dzke of Tork did 
but follow the Bus neſs cloſe, they doubted not 
but the Catholique Religion would be quickly 
ſettled, fol.3. I declare with the ſame Solexmity as 
aforeſaid, I never knew nor heard that Mr. Keightly 
ſaid any ſuchWords. This Accuſation was drawn up 
by Mr. B. from General Heads that I gave him, and 


one drew up the Narrative, wherein they both 
went further then 1 direfed. They aid as the 
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130 The Myſtery of the Death , 
reſt did If T ſpoke aWord, they made Ten owt. 


I accns'd Mr. Singleton 4 Prieſt, for ſaying, He 


hoped to be ſettled in a Parih Church within a 
Twelvemonth ;, and that he would make no more 
to ſtab Forty Parliament-men, then he would do 
to eat his Dinner, fol. 4. which Accuſution I do de- 
clare to be utterly falſe, and of my own Framing. 

And ſo likewiſe was that of Mr. Ridley s ſaying, 
that He hoped tobe Surgeon to the Catholique 
Army in Ezgland, and that he hoped to have the 
Lord Bellaſſzs to Friend. lbid. 


My Accuſation of Mr. Paſton for ſaying, That: 


the King was a great Heretick 3. but the Lord 
Bellaſſas, Arundel, Powzs, and Petres would have 
a gallant Army for Depoſing the King; and that 
they had already given out Commiſſions to di- 
vers Gentlemen, as Sir Hexry Bedding field, Mr. 
Talbot, and Mr. Storer, as was ſuggeſted to me by 
#*y firſt Paper of Inſtrudions, but made much more 
7# drawing up the Enformation ara Narrative. 
My Charge, tol. 5. againſt Ireland, for ſaying 
2 the Preſenceof Fenwick and Grove, That there 
would be ſhortly Fifty Thouſand Men in Arms, 


and Fenwick ſaying thereupon, That they ſhould 


be commanded by the Lords, Bellaſſzs, Arundel, 
Powe, and Others, is Falſe in every part of it; 
- . . + . 
od ſo is the following Article of Grove's ſaying, 
That the Lords, Be#a{jrs, Arnmael, Powis, and 
Pctres was to Command this intended Army, 
and had Commiitoris for that Purpoſe. I took, 
Hizts toward theſe Accuſations from my firſt Paper 
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of Sir F. B. Godfrey Unfolded. 121 
of . Inſlrutions, and they that drew up the Enfor- 
ations made the reſt. © ES 

| T did falſely Accuſe Le Phaire alſo, for a Diſ- 
ſcourſe about the Catholiques Providing Weap- 
ons, fol.5. and likewiſe Mr. Moor. 1vid. for ſpeak- 
ing of Ten Thouſand Horſe to be ſhortly rais'd 
| for the Catholique Cauſe. It was all falſe, like- 
wiſe, and of tzy ownContrivance. | 
My Charge againſt Mr.Meſlenger,zbid. for Boaſt- 
* 10g, that the Heretiques would ere long be root- 
ed out, was falſe, and my own tov. +» 

And in like manner that of Lawrence's ſpeak- 
ing Theſe Words, TI wiſh with all my Heart that 
half the Parliament were poyſon'd , tor the) 
will ruineus all; which is utterly Falſe, and ont of 
iy own Head 5, and ſo was my Accuſation of 71y Lord 
Arundel's Butler, for ſaying, That Mr. Meſſenger 
was to have a vaſt Reward to kill the King, 

ol. 7. 
F And ſo was my Charge likewiſe upon Mr. Grove 
| 4Schoolmaſter, For being privy to the Levy of 
| Fifty Thouſand Men, which were faddcaly tobe 
Raiſed, fol. 8. | 

I ſhall now ſpeak to the Pretended Murther of 
dir Edmundbury Godtreyz wherein 1 Chare'd 
Gerald, Kelley, Green, Berry, Hili, Lewſon, a4 
Vernatt1, to be either Ators or Contederates, I 
ao declare for my part I know tothing of ſuch a 
Confederacy neither do 1 believe there was any 
Juch, but that the whole Pretence of the Yiurther, as 
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132 The Myſtery of the Death 


well for the Perſons, as for the Place, was all Falſe. 
The Particulars above Written are All True, as I 
hope for Salvation : And Begging your Worſhips 


. Pardon for This Preſumption, I Reſt 


Your moſt Humble and 


Princes-ſtreet, 
Jan. 17. 167-7. Obedient Servant. 
Miles Prance, 


CH A P. XIIL 


The Relation of Godirey's Murther, as it ſtands in 
the Narratives and Tryals, is one of the moſs 
Unlikely Stories to be True, that ever was made 


Pubkque, and Believed. 


= Body was found in the Ditch; Cary'd Thence to 
the White Houſe ; And fo they Proceeded upon it 
to a 7ew,and to a Yerdift : This was, In few Words,the 
Ground-Work of the Hiſtory : They began, EffeCtually 
at the Wrozg End, and, by an Inverted Way of Reaſo- 
2120, inſtead of Drawing Concluſions from Premiſes; 
Their Bus neſs was Subſequently to Frame and Accommodate 
Premiſes, to a Fore-laid Concluſion, I his Unhappy 
Gentleman, was, in 'Iruth, Miſerably Haunted with 
an Hereditary and a Fore-boding Melancholy ; and 1t was 
the Manage of that Seaſon to Improve Every Fit of the 


Spleen, into a Popiſh Dagger at the Feart of him : In- 


ſomuch, that he was ſaid to be ZAdurther'd by the Pa- 


piſts, ( as in Due Time and Place ſhall be made appear ) 
| FR wy even 


mt. Ha : | | 
4 - 
- 


of Sir E.B.Godfrey Onfolded. 122 


even while he was yet Alive : Nay, betwixt the Satrr- 
day when he went. away, and the Thurſday Night Fol- 
lowing, when he was found,it was in Every Bodies Mouth, 
that the Papiſts had KilPd $ir Edmundbury Godfrey. 
The Reſolution being already taken, to make.a Popiſh 
Murther on't, and ſo to make a Popiſh Conſpiracy the 
Root of This Popiſh Murther. Never was any thing 
more RKidiculouſly Order*d, from One End of the Series 
to the Other. Firlt, for the Place in General, it was 
the Queens Palace; and then in Particular, where the 
Execution was done. Prance's Evidence ſays it was by 
the Stables ; Bedloe ſwears it was by Shoving him out of 
the Upper Court. But whether the Oe way, or the 
Other, 1t was 1n a Quarter ſo Publique, that what with 
the Guards, I he Concourſe of People ; The Grooms,Wa- 
termen, Paſſengers; 1 he Lights and the Windows there- 
abonts, there might any Busile have been ſeen, or 
heard, from Forty ſeveral Places ; and upon the Leaſt 
Out-cry, either at the One Place, or the Other, Sir 
Edmund had Infallibly been Reſcw'd, and: the Aſſaſſin 
taken. Belide that it was now but between Five and Six, 
by Bedloe*s Account, and 1Vine a Clock at moſt, by 
France's; a Time when People were every where #p, 
and ſtirring, and the Porters Window over the Water- 
Gate look'd directly All this While, upon the Place 
where the Fat} was ſaid to be Committed. 
And then the Dogging of him at the Rate, and 
Manner, that they Iayd they did ; was a Notable 
Fetch of a Project too. They had been upon the Heel 
of him, as Prance ſays, a Matter of a Week. or a Fort- 
nght before he was Murther?d, Tryal, pa. 15. But at laſt, 
by the Conſent of the Wirmeſſes he was fairly Hunted * 
to Somerſet-houſe, from Below-(kret, ſays One, and 
from Above, ſays the Other ; And they brought him 
In at [wo Several Gates, And at Two Several Hours ; 
The Qre, at Five, and the Other at Nine: and ftrangled 
K 3 him 
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134 The Myſtery of the Death 

him as ſoon as they had him in, Two Several Ways, and 
in {wo Several Places, Now the Contradittions apart ; 
Nothing could be More Senſeleſs then the very Propo- 
fition. For tft, they might have found 4 Thouſand 
better Ways and Opporiuzities for the doing of his Bus'- 
neſs. "Ihe Device of getitng him into the Toyle, was 
Silly to the Laſt Degrec 00; under the Pretence of 
Parting 4 arr; in a. place where having No Aa- 
thority to Medal, he know better Things then to Laſh 
out in ſo 7: wee a Poirt, And was It not Another No- 
table Piece of [zvecntivz, to Hound him up and down, 
(as the VVitneſies iwear they did) cither Eedloe's way, 
with a Crevat, or with a Hand-kercher, which Bedloe 


and Prance had ſeen before, (they ſay) as Predeſion'd 


for the Excc:tio7? Now Methinks the Point of a Sword, 
or a Poayard In his Guts, or a Convenient Brace of Bul- 
lets in the Headof him, might have made every jot as 
{ure VVork, as either the Handkercher or the Crevar. 
Or if That Muſt Needs be the way 1{hil, they were 
M:ightily overſeen again in the Choice of the Inſtrument ;, 
for Green v.as a Little Old Fellow, and Godfrey, a Tall, 
- T7 Man; Now the Handkercher, w , was to be Thrown 
ver his Head, Hat, and All, I ſnppoſe, Unleſs they 
Expeckcd he ſhonld. Doff it Hinſal, and put his own 
Neck i io the Nooſe. So that the Life of Every Mo- 
ethers Child of them was at ſtake too upon That Adven- 
fare; Cher 1t Green had Mifs'd his Caſt, or elſe had 
not pit him out of Condition of Defence, Upon the 
Firſe Tvgg : But Now they have him down, What's 
to be —_ with the Body ? 1s the Next Oueſtion. The 
Story 15s too lozg, and too ſilly, to hear the Drawing 


- ou: of the Train at Length ; bnt it is Impoſſible for 


any Man to Trace the Paſſages, and to Believe the 
Evidence, without turning Somerſet-Houſe into an In- 


chanted Caſtle: and Caſting a Aſt before the Eyes of. 


Forty People, to render Forth the Body, and the Bea- 


rer's 


of Sir F.B.Godfrey Orfolded. 125 
rers Inviſible: And ſo, EffeCtually, it was to Al! rhe 
World but Bedloe, and Prance ; who ſwore they ſaw 
the Body lying at the /ame Time, in Two Several Pla- 
ces; Though No Creature could give Any Tidings of 
at Beſtde, Nor could They Themſelves ever fi:d, or 
Dire the way to Thoſe Places again. The Body, in 
fine, ( while 1t lay there ) was for@d,, upon Several 
Occaſions to ſhift for it ſelf; and upon every Fright, 
though but at the Wagging of a Feather, Whipr away 
out of One Room into Another, with as much Eaſe as a 
Cat would Carry-oft a Morſe, It was kept, from 
Saturday, till Sunday Night, ( or Prance is Forſworn ) 
'1n the Chamber of Lawrence Hill, in Dr. Godacy's 
Loagings : And now, to ſay Nothing of the Incompre- 
henfible Way, and Manner of getting the Body Thither, 
let any Man read but Theſe Follyuwing Depsſir10ns, and 
| then Conſider , what a Place they had found out for 
the Concealment of ſuch a Villany. 


Elizabeth Hill Depoſeth, that She this Enformant lay 
that Saturday Night that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
Firſt Miſſing, and the Sunday and Monday following, and 
ſeveral Nights before and After in the very Room where 
Prance Relates the Dead Boay of the ſaid Sir Edmund 
to have been laid : And that Thu Enformant was in that 
very Room before mentioned, the Greateſt Part of the Sun- 
day and Monday next after the Saturday before ſpo- 
ken of. | 
And This Enformant being Imerrogated, if there were 
mot ſome Hiding Places in or about That Room , where 
the body might be Conceal'd, 7akgth Anſwer, that the 
Room was ſo little, that it would very hardly hold Neceſ- 
ſaries for the Chamber, There being but Onc Little Bed in 
the Room, and the Place Crouded with Boxes and Trunks 
under the Bed, ſo that it was Impoſſible for ſuch a Body 
ro lye in that Room any where Undiſcover'd : the Door of 
| Is 4. tc 
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136 The Myſtery of the Death 
the Room being Conſtantly alſo with the Key in't, and that 
Chamber the Common Place for Pen, Ink, and Paper, for 


the Servieof the Family : This Enformant aiſo lying there 


with her Husband and a Child. And that During the 
Time Aboveſaid there was No Dead Body ia the ſaid Room, 
to This Enformants Certaln Knowleage. 


This Enformant ſaith further, that upon the Saturday, 
whea Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Firſt Miſſing, This 
Enformants Husband being at Cards at the Houſe of Mr. 
Thomas Cutler, She This Enformant went at about Eight 

hat Evening to fetch her Husband Home, and they went 
bome together Accordingly, This Enformants Husband ot 


going out again That Night. 
Elizabeth Hill. 


Ann BD1oadftreet Depoſeth , that She this Enformant 
knew Laurence Hill, a Servant of Dr. Goddens, very well ; 
and that for ſeveral Tears together, Thi Enformant Living 
in the Houſe of the ſaid Dr. Godden, Never knew kim 
to be one Night Miſſing out of the Houſe + Aad ſaith Par- 
ricularly,. that at the time when Sir Edmundbury God- 
frey was first ſaid to be Miſling  ( being Saturday the 
12th, of October )) Until the Middle of the Next Week 
after, Mr. Hill, and his Wife, and his Child, lodged in 
ebe very Room , where Prance Affirmed the Dead Body to 
have been laid. And that .the ſaid Room was not Capable 
of Receiving a Dead : Body, beſide the Boxes and Trunks 
that were there before. ' T he Room being found upon Meaſure 
to bebut Six Foot and Three Inches, Broad ; and Nine 
Foot, warting Iwo Inches, Long; there being in 1t 4 
Bed, 4 Cupboard-Table, Two or Three Trunks, ard 
ſeveral Boxes, #nder the Bed, and a Little Stool to ſit 


Hpon, 
| Ann Broadſtreet, 


Peſias 


OI. OO. oe eee 


of Sir E.B.Godtrey Onfolded. 13, | ; ; F: 


Beſide the Evidence given upon the Tryal, by Mrs, Ma- 
ry 1Tylden, that the Footmen , «por Occaſion, were 
fain to wait in Hills Chamber, and that ſhe went every 


Day into That Room for Something or Other 5, and that L 
Particularly, on the Sunday, when Sir Edmund was 8 
miſſing, ſhe was init, and ſaw No Dead Body there, Try- "aj y 
al, P. 55. 5d- bbs "8 
Catharine Lee Teſtifies, That Room of Hills, to have "ny af 
been a Common Place for Footmen ; and that ſhe went intg IS 
it every Morning, and there was No Dead Body there, p. 58. pot. : bp ah 
| £4 
James UWarrier ſwears, that upon Saturday, the 1 2th. | Me tf 
of October, 1678. coming to his Houſe in the Strand, Ws 1 
about Seven a Clock yn the Evening he found Robert Green W321 
(one of the Pretended Murtherers) ſiting by the Fire with "\y tþ-A| 
his Wife ; andthat after that time they did not Part Com- | £ ACA 
pany till a pretty while After Ten a Clock : Ard this War- "Ik: | 
rier's Wife gives Evidence to the very ſame Effett, which 0 FL 
I ſhall have Occaſion to Rectte at large in another Place. 4 4 4] 
ms tl 
Thomas Cutler alſo Swears, That upon the Saturday Z $4 18:1 
when Sir Edmundbury Godfrey went away from his Houſe, IE 
Lawrence Hull, @ Servant tro Dr, Godden, came to the "Eb 
Houſe of this ſame Cutler about Four im the Afternoon, WW 
and there finding ſome Company, they went to Whisk, there | ie $19 
being one Mr. Robert Belt, Mr. John Moor, Cutler Wit 
Himſelf, and others in the Company; and that the ſaid # hr 48 
Mr, Hill aid not fttr from Cutler*s Houfe till about Eight EA, 
of the Clock, when HilPs VVife went to fetch him Home, Wt 
| hol 
Now this has quite ſpoild the Faſhion of Prance*s 2M) v4 


Story of Green and Hill's Dogging of Godfrey from 
Place to Place, at Theſe very Hours : But a Man can 
hardly ſet one Single Step in This Procecd- 
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£32 The Myſtery of the Death 
ing, without a Stumble ; And from the Monday Nights 


' Kemove out of Hills Chamber, to the Twelve-a-Clock- 


Aadventare on the Wedneſday Night following,to Primroſe. 
Hill, in the Face, and yet out of the Sjghr, it ſeems, of 
the Guards and Watches, 1s but the ſame Unaccountable 
Foolery all of a Piece. 

There was a Plot firſt to make out the Aurther - 
2ly. To make a Plot on't : And Ther, to throw It up 
into the Air like a Paper-Kite, with Proteſtant Religion, 
Priviledges, Liberty and Property at the Tayl of it ; to 
ſet the Mobile a Gaping : So that it was to be 
made a Aurther of the Firſt Magnitude , And they 
were in All Conſcience, and Reaſon, to Aſſign ſome Cauſe, 
or Provocation, Anſwerable to ſo Nefarious a Fatt: And 
what was This ; but either Greer*s Revenge for Sir Ed- 
-imd's bearing hard upon him about a Pariſh-Dwty, as 
Prance has It ; or to Force Examinations from him, ac- 
cording to Bealoe*s Projet ; which Examinations were 
Already before: the King and Council, Sworn Copies of 
them in ſeveral Hands ; and the Witneſſes then in Being, 
to {wear them over again. Was This a Matter of 
Moment, to move the Founaations of Three Kingdoms ? 
Or was there ever a more Senſeleſs Pretext 1n Nature, 


Without either Weight in the Ore, or Colour 1n the 
Other ? But there was a Third Reaſon yet, which, by 


the help of a Popular, and a Mercenary Eloquence, made 
more Noiſe then the other Two. And that was his Zeal 
for the Diſcovery of the Plot; and the Enmity he bare 
to the Papiſts ; when it 1s yet Notoriouſly known that 
he believed it a Sham from the Beginning, That he 
took Zong and Ores for a Brace of Falſe Miſcreants; and 
that he was ſo far from being an Enemy to the Papiſts, 
that in Caſcs of Need he did them All the Good Offices 


he could. 


And 


EG. as adds 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Unfolded. 139 ee UY 
And now to come to the Chair-work, A Chair it was, HEIRS 
that certainly dropt out of the Clords for This Parti- . 


cular Service, and went TI hither again ; . for we do not - "6" oY 
find that it was cither Made a Purpoſe, or who was the 14489 
Owner of it; nor whence 1r came, nor whether it 2,1, WER 
went at laſt, Only Prance tells us that [they ſet it in 4 38k: 
new Houſe by So-ho, till they came back again, &C. Tr. | wns | 
pag. 20.] And then we are to Imagin a Tall, Stiff T4; 
Body to be Crowded Into; and then Carry*d oft with Bt 
Ropes to Cut any Man's Shoulders to the Bone; a Brace RM} 
of Bearers to't, that never ſet one Step in a Chair before ; i IS 
And *tis a Thing of Time to Break your Chair-men to the We'd: 
Work, that they may AZarch, and Trot together. But the Navi 1 
Boay 1s by 1hts Time Casd, Housd, Sedannd, Poxd-up, ; 15 PIR 
or call 1t wha will. Now the Matter dulyConiider? d, WNT. 
the whole Train of the Hiſtory 1s but One Inſuperable WAS | 
Difficulty upon the Heel of Ano: her. Hill brought the 14 $heM1 
Sedan, They put him Into't ; and upon a Hem 1n the cl A4g} 
Queens Court at Midnight, Bery "y open'd the Gate, fol. eat 'Þ] 
19. Inthe Lords Fournal, Dec. 24. It was but Half WF ns 1-2 
the Gate, and the Single ! Wie ket would have fſerv'd as We 
well too, and with Leſs Danger of giving the Alarm, 6 Higas 


And this was All to be done, and the Body and F+ 
Chair-men, to Paſs 1nvifibly too ; for Nicholas Trollop TUE 


Nicholas Wriehr, and Gabriel Hesk&th, that were plac'd Fg 4's, 

c entizcls by Corporal Collct, that Wedneſday Ntght with- jp Fn p 
inthe Gate, ſaw nothing of All This ; though Trollops als p: 
ſtood from Sever to Te; Wright reliev'd him at Ten, OE LN 
and ftaid till Oze ; Hesketh reliey'd him at Oze, an ad Megs; 
ſraid tit] Foxrr, They all ſwear to the Niz/t, to the 869k 
Hour, 19 the Place, and Poſirively, that they kept to "i, nar 
their P "fe, and tha there was Vs Sedan Paſyd out at oo Ott N63 
Somerfet-Horfe that Night. Perrys Maid, Elizabeth EMT ty 
Aliſhaw, ſwears that her Maſter came Home That ns Eo 
Night in the Duzk, and was not an Hour Our, ?cul PEtt.1 
ke vent to Bed about Tv;elre. ] ryal, p47. 68. 59,70, Bed op 

Con- LH 
df 


- 
os _— . LOS — - " 
5 — 
. 


— o_—_— yl + - = _ OR —_— _— - 
\ 4. pO by - = - 
—_— ——— CT. NS - . 
. 046" amy” pn 


= s 
THE . —_ 94 * > 
, ob 4 
oy 4 X« 
——= +> + 3 % © » a. —_— -» wap R - _ nad _ 
» I SEW F b . —_— — - my n y—_— 
LG & A 1 
% » - 
».- «  # 
4 WA _., —_ 


\ — a. 
OST IIB oO 1, 2s i 
a. - _- - — 


4 
F; 
$ 
F 
£ 
j 


| 
4 
| 


IEF". ng vs... > = ee 55 


_ &* _ Ks = 3». as Fes pRa_ 
"SISSY . 


- ls $ 
= 
- 
: 
= 
| 4 
: 
TK 
>. 
- oy 
- = 
- - 7 
: 
: - 
k 7 
& I 
+. 
* = 
' 
1 
F_ 
4 . 
/ = 
8 Fs 4 
t ] 
. 
6+ 
4 * 
= 
, 
'* 
=; 
t 
- " 
s) 
25, © 
+. £6 
Ks 
: © 
F 435 Fi 
©» : 
Fl 
[ .) ; 
pat 
y | 
: F: 
+ 
4 2 
is 2 : 
W © # 
C. 4 L 
' : 
, : 
+3 IF BS 
'2 EK FT 
: 
\ : : 
iN. 2 
4 IS. 
* 1 © wh 
l *£F <s 
: + F 
) +88 5 
- : 
| ſes 
= : 
SET > & 
«Hh 
q 4 "8 
— CM x 
$: S #02 * 
= ,N 
”% : 
5 $54.08 
"4 
Or ®, "= 
65 
{ 
4 » #4 
8 $] _ 
_ % 
= o S 
EE | 
J -&-4 
43-4 
$ ; 
- s 
5 > ” 
ag 1 
ASonE37 552 7 
4 4.” 
38s 08.48 
. - 
+ by 4 
_ on 
[3 , 
** - 
* :. 
»*® 
P; my 
S 
* K- / 
& 1 
* 
4. | 
* 
7.4 
*7 : 
: \ 
* 7 s 
12 +7 
£ % ? 
- 
4 4 = 
1? 
7.0 
41 
"x © 
iO 
4 
- 
F 


Pom T7 4 


PLP "Ws. 


140 The Myſtery of the Death 


Conſider the Seaſon too, when there were Two Plots 
«-foot at once ; One upon the King, and Another up 
on Godfrey: And a Man could hardly walk the Streets, 
without being taken for a Suſpected Perſon : And 
they were to-paſs in the very Teeth of the Watch too: 
And why ſo Far, when they went every Moment in 
Danger of their Lives ? And the Single Queſtion of 
Who goes there ? would have Hang'd them All : If they 
were but met, and Examin'd, they were Loſt : So 
that wherever they found the Coaſt Clear, 1t would 
have been infinitely more for the Bearers Security, and 
for the Impoſtors purpoſe too, to have thrown the Bo- 
dy into the very Kennel, before the Gate of the Houſe : 
Which would have given ſome Countenance to the 
Sham; or at a Venture,to have left both Chair, and Bo- 
ay together, Any where in the Open Strect to have taken 
their Fortune. 

Would any People in their Right Wits now, ever 
have ſworn ſuch a Huddle of Inconſiſtencies and Contra- 
ditions, into the Pretext of a True Hiſtory ? where 
the Fatt was not only Falſe, but ſo Eaſily Prov'd to be 
ſo ? 

Hill was gone abroad to Dog Sir E.Godfrey about Nine 
or len a Clock on Saturday Morning, October 12. 1678, 
1ryal, p. 17. This 1s Praxce's Story : And Elizabeth 
Curtis agrees with Mr. Prance Exactly in Point of 
Time, as Mr. Attorney Obſerves, Tryal, Þ. 40. And this 
Elizabeth Curtis again, 1s Sworn, and Examin*d, Tryal, 
Pag. 38S. as Sir Edmuna's Servant, which was a mon- 
{trous great Hazard they ran, to lay the Streſs of an 
Evidence, upon her Privity to Matters, as a Servant 
in the Hoxſe, when it was Notorious that ſhe was never 
ſo: But only-a Poor Woman that now and then did 
Chair-work for them. Now Rovert How Swears, That 
upon That Saturday, Bill and He were together from 
about 1Vize till Qze, pag. 61, And Richard Lazenby 

Con- 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. 141 


Confirms How's Teſtimony, by his Evidence, that they 
two Din'd with Hill that Saturday. And Laxzenby ſwears 
again, that upon the Wedneſday Night following, he 
was with him from Five to Seven: And yet this was 
the Hour that Girald, Green, and Hill had Doge'd him 
into St, Clements, Irtyal, pag. 20. And ſo for Elza- 
beth Curtis,that ſwears Directly to the Particular Know- 
ledge of Green and Hill, fol. 39. Judith Pampblin, that 
lIiv'd in the Houſe with Sir Edmund, depoſeth quite 
another Matter : And Avis Warrier does very notably 
Corroborate Pamphlins Evidence, Pamphlin's Depoſitt- 
01 1S 1 his. 


Judith Pamphlin Depoſeth, That ſhe This Enformant, 
with her Daughter ;, Elizabeth Draper, (or Eliz. Curtis) 
going to Newgate by diretton from Henry Moor, to take 
a view of Green, Berry, and Hill, ( at that time Pri- 
Pners there ) to ſee if they could Remember that they had 
ſeen Theſe Perſons, or any of them, at Sir Edmunds 
Houſe : ſhe This Enformant did not remember any of thewr, 
and the ſaid Eliz. Draper declar'd, at the ſame time, 


that ſhe had not ſeen any of them Neither. 


Now this ſame Judith Pamphiin that had Liv'd 2 
year and a half in the Family, would have been a 
fbrew'd Emvidence againſt Curtis, as well as to many 
other Material Points then in Queſtion ; But ſhe was 
kept ſafe enough, from Appearing. Her Evidence 
as to This Point, however, 1s moſt Particularly Con- 
tirmd, by a Paſſage in a Letter of #;lls to his Wife 
out of Newgate, as follows. 


On the Thurſday after I came to This Place, there 
came Two Grave Men tGke Juſtices, to Examine ze 3 
they calPd me not a-few Rogues, and Order*d me' to be 


Chain'd ro Boards ; but was-ſct at Liberty in the Night. 
The 
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142 The Myſtery of the Death 


The Monday after, they came again, and brought Two 
Women with them, which 1 ſuppoſe, were Sir Edmunds 
Servants. At firſt, when they came, they declar'd they 
had never ſcen me in their Lives: and ſaid, it was a 
Leſſer Man, and had Another kind of Face that brought 
the Letter. So I was ſent up, but Immediately ſent for 
down again, and a Barber ſent for to Shave me, and 
when he had done they Whiſper'd ;, what they ſaid God 
knows, GC. | 


And then the Enformation of Avis Warrier Deli- 
ver'd upon Oath, arch 18. 1685. runs in Theſe 


. Words, 


Avs Warrier Depoſeth, That one Robert Green be- 
longing to the Queens Chappel, came to This Enformants 
Houſe to Lodge ſome few days before Michaelmas-day, 
1678. And to the beſt of the Enformants Memory, it was 
the Fryday before the ſaid Michaelmas-day ; And that 
the ſaid Green Continued a Lodger in the Houſe aforeſaid, 
without Lying out of the Houſe One Night ;, to the Beſt of 
This Enformants Memory and Knowledge ;, for the Space 
of about Five or Six Weeks : Ar which time, there 
carnie an Order to This Enformant, to- give an account 
what Loagers ſhe had in the Houſe, and who and what 
they were : Whereupon, the ſaid Green Departed from his 
Lodging ; and This Enformant gave an Account of the 
Reſt. 2 

This Enformant being Interrogated, if ſhe remembers, 
apon what Day it was Reported that Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey left his Houſe ;, maketh Anſwer, That it was ſaid 
ro be upon a Saturday, that he was firſt Miſſing. Ava 
being likewiſe Interrogated, 3f ſhe remembreth that ſn 
ſaw Robert Green above-ſaid, upon the ſaid Satnrday. 
And at what Time, and How Long ? And being demand- 


ed to give a Particular Anſiver to Theſe Queſtions, She 
| tf 


I k\ © x hs W—_— = —_ —w—_ XX» 
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of Sir E.B. Godfrey Unfolded. 149 


this Enformant ſaith, That ſhe did ſee Robert Green upore 
the ſame Saturday, when the ſaid Sir Edmund was ſaid 
firſt to be Miſſing 3 And that ſhe well remembreth that ic 
was the ſecond Saturday following the Michaelmas-day 
aforeſaid. 

And ſaith further, That ſhe this Enformant Particn- 
larly remembreth that the ſaid Saturday was wery Rainy, 
eſpecially toward the Evening , And that about Six a Clock 
in the Evening, to this Enformants Beſs Remembrance, the 
ſaid Robert Green came into the Houſe of This Enfor- 
mant, very Wet ; and took off his Hat, and Shuck, it ta 
Drain the Wet from ut, and hung it upon the Door ; The 
ſaid Green asking for bis Wife, and ſhe not being within ; 
he bad This Enformant tell hys Wife when ſhe came in, that 
he was gone to Georges Coffee-houſe, within Four Doors 
of the Houſe of This Enformant , whither he went, as Thas 


Enformant Believes, and after about a Quarter of an hours 


ſlay, return'd to This Enformant again ;, and about half 


an hour afterward This Enformants Husband came home. 
And then This Enformant, with her Husband, the [aid 
Robert Green, and Robert Green's Wife, were in 
Company together, till a Good While after Ten, 


And 41s Enformant being further Interrogated, how 


ſhe Cometgfo Remember that Saturday ſo par ticularly, after 
ſo many ; [Bl Tims Erformant anſwereth, that ſhe This 
Enformant remembreth very well, that ſhe had bought Pi- 
geons that very Saturday, that was intended for the Next 
days Dinner, with the fea Robert Green and 45s Wife. 
And that hearing afterward the Name of the ſaid Green 
mentioned, as one of the Murtherers of 5i4 Edmundhu- 
ry Godfrey,. ſhe This Enformant, together with her Huſ- 
band, and others in the Family, enter'd into a Diſcourſe 
«pon the Matter, while the Time was yet freſh in their 7Me- 
mory, and they all agreed with Tits Enformant por .the 
daturday before nention'd : Ard that the ſaid Robert. 
ureen was in the Houſe of This Enformant, i» Manner 
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as 1s above-ſaid, that very Saturday that Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey was ſaid to be Firſt Miſſing. 

And faith further, That ſhe This Enformant bejng 
Subpana*d by Ars. Green above mentioned, to give Evi. 
dence at the 'Tryal of the above ſaid Robert Green, &c. 
ro the Effet above-mentiond, there was an Elderly Wo- 
man #n Mourning, that ſeeing This Enformant waiting 
0 be calPd in for a Witneſs, among other Queſtions, 
asked This Enformant for whom ſhe was to be a Wit- 
neſs ? This Enformant making Anſwer, She did not know 
whom her words might ſerve for. And then acking 
This Enformant where ſhe Liv'd ? and being told that 
Tis Enformant Liv'd in the Strand, Oh then #aid the 
other, you come to. give Evidence for my Matter ; 
1 iis Enformant asking her who her Maſter was ; the 
Woman made Anſwer to This Effect, The Gentleman 
that is Dead : Thzs Enformant Azked the ſaid Woman 


in Mourning, kereupon, Whether ſhe had ever ſeen Ro- 


bert Green -before-ſpoken of, at ker Maſters Houſe ? 
Who Anſwer'd, That he had been twice at her Ma- 
ſters Houſe that Day he was Firſt Miſling ; This En- 


formant then bidding her have a Care, for there were 


Three Mens Lives at Stake, and there might be ma- 
ny more. Ard that ſhe This Erformant had heard the 


ſaid Green declare ſeveral times, before he was accusd, 


that he never ſaw Sir Edmundbury Godfrey i þzs Life. 
To which the other reply'd, If it was not Greer, *twas 
Hill. 

This Enformant ſaith further, upon Recolle&ion, that 
the ſaid Woman in Mourning, Deſcrib'd the ſaid Robert 
Green by wearing a Black Periwig, iſtetd of a Ligit 
Reddiſh Wig. 


But then the Fancy of Horſing away the Corps fron 
So-ho to. Prim-rofe Hill, Carry'd as many Abſurditics 


in the Face on't as cyer. met perhaps in an — 0 
| | "That 
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That Compaſs. The Body muſt be Firſt Phd for the 


_ Chair ; and then made /tiff, and ſftreight again, for the 


Horſe. Now either It was ſtumbling-dark, that it was 
in Danger of a Tumble every ſtep they fat ; Or if ligbr, 
in a Greater Darger of Diſcovery : But for the itare of 
the Moon, My Almanack ſays, that it was the Firſt 
Quarter upon Sunday 23. Minutes paſt 3. in the Morn- 
ing; And it was Wedneſday Night following, when the 
Body was Pack'd away. A Man can hardly frame to 
himſelf a more ſurprizing Figxre; or a more VUrcouth 
Contrivance. A Merry- Andrew | in fine, or a Scaramoru- 
c<h1 couid never have Preſented any thing more K:d;- 
culozs : Over and Above the Almoſt-Impaſſable Foulneſs 
of the Way ; Ihe Difficulties of Hedge and Ditch; Nay 
and of finding the very Way to the Place Deſign'd. A 
Dead Body Mounted Aſrride, and a Living Man behind 
him, Holding him up, with his Aat, his Sword, his 
Stick, his Gloves, and All his Little Bus Pneſſes about 
him : as1f they had been rather upon a Freak to fright 


People with a Fantome, and make %em Eclieve the 


Place was Faunted, then to ſave their iVecks by the 
Concealment of a Murther : Put Whence came This 
Horſe ? Whoſe Horſe was he? Where did Hill get him ? 
What Became of him A/terwards? Prance before the 
Loras was ask'd the "SAR of the Horſe, December 24- 


1678. And gave This Anſwer | that though it was 


Dark, Yet he could Diſcern the Horſe to be a Erown 
Horſs.] And in his Depoſition of the Date above, he 
lays likewiſe of the Sedaz, that it was left in One of 
the New Built houſes, and The y took It up and brought 
It home as they came back; But the Horſe Diſappear'd, 
it ſeems, and ſo did the Chair too After the Jobb was 
over, for it was never heard of again. Now the Horſe 
had like to have b2en How's Hor ſe: And thereby Hangs 
a Story, 
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146 The Myſtery of the Death 


And then, to My thinking, they were Out a Little 
in their Reckoning, upon the very Timing of it. They 
{et out at Twelve, and Conſidering that they were but 
Young Chair-men ;, Ill ſcttled in their Geeres; a Long 
Fobb , and a Heavy Burden ; The Ways Dirty, 'The 
Night Dark; And, in fine, laying All Circumitances 
together, they could not be well leſs then Two hours 
and a balf upon the Way; And what with the Trme 
ſpent in fidling about the Body, and ſetting things to 


Rights, a Man may honeſtly Reckon 1t five a Clock. 


betore they got back again. Prawce ſwears that he 
came home again, ſo ſoon as they had Mounted the 
Corps. Hill was a Horſe-back, while Green, Gerald, 
and the Tri" Man were left to bring home the Chair. 
And why did they bring it home again, to Bertray them- 
ſelves Backward as well as Forward? They tell us No- 
thing of Reſtoring the Chair, as 1f it had been Borrow'd 


or Taken by ſtealth : Neither was the Sedan Ever heard 


of After That Time : Nor do they Tell us where T hat 
ſame Home was : But the ſtory of the Horſe that I 
was ſpeaking of, lyes ſo fit bh my Hand in This 
Place, that it will be VVorth the VVhile to give the 
Enformation here at Length that I have upon This 


Subject. 


Thomas Whitfield Depoſerh , That in or about the 
Afonth of March 1680, This Enformant ſtanding at hts 
own Dovr in Cranborn-ſtreet near Leiceſter-Fields, one 
Wiltam Boyce, (well known to This Enformant) paſſing 
by, told this Enformant , that he was Carrying a Couple 
of Glaſ-Eyes into the Square, and would be with Thu 
Fnſormant again preſently: and within leſs then half an 
hour, he the faid William Boyce call'd at This Enfor- 
mant? s houſe accordingly. 

And that the ſaid William Boyce, and This Enfor- 
mant, araik, and ſmokid a Pipe together in the Fore- 
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Room of the ſaid Houſe, where, among other Diſcourſes, 
He asked the Enformant if he had heard of the Difference 
betwixt him the ſaid Boyce and Miles Prance : This En- 
formant replying that he had heard Nothing of it : Where- 
pon, Boyce told this Enformant , that Prance was a 
Great Rogue : Thus Entormant telling the ſaid Boyce 
again, that He the ſaid Boyre knew beſt, tor He had 
had the Tutoring of him. Boyce going on, to. Confirn 
it, that he was a Great Rogue; for, ſays Boyce, Prance 
and I dyn'd Together, and we did not Part, till berwixe 
Eleven azd. Twelve at Night, that very Day that 
Prance ſwore He was at the Murthering of Si Ed- 
mundbury Godfrey at Nine of the Clock at Night ; 
when He was ſo Dunk, that J'm ſure he was not 
able to Purther a Tock-Chicken. 

And that as This Enformant was ſitting with the ſaid 
Boyce in the Fore-Room as above ;, One Robert Howes 
paſs?d by into the Kitchin, the ſaid Boyce ſaying, that he 
thought he ſhould know That Man : to which This Enfor- 
mant made Anſwer, Yes, 1t may be you May, Boyce ak- 
ing if he was not a Carpenter ! This Enformant telling 
him, Yes. Boyce aking again, 1t he did not belong to 
Somerſet-houſe ? This Enformant ſaid, Yes, He was 
one of the Queens Carpenters. Well! ſays Boyce; he 
may thank me for his Life. This Enformant aiking him, 
Why thank him for his Life ? Boyce Arſwer?d, that if 
It had not been for Him ( the ſaid Boyce, ) Prance 
would have ſworn that it was Howes's Horſe that Car- 
ry'd Sir Edmundbury Godfrey'to Primroſe-hill. 

Upon This, the Enformant went and CalPd Howes out 
of the Kitchin, into the Fore-Room, and there told him, 
'n the Preſence, and hearing of Boyce. Here Howes ; 
Here*s your ſaver, he that ſav'd your Life : for if ir 
had nor been for Him, Prance would have ſworn that 
It was Your Horſe that Carry'd Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 
to Primroſe-hjll, My Horſe, ſays Howes ? Why I have 
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40 The Myſtery of the Death 
fold my Horſe Three Years agen : Boyce re/tmg Howes, 
that Prance had brought in the ſaid Howes, but for Him. 


The Under-written Robert Whitfield of St. Martins 
in the Fields, declares upon his Oath, That Thomas Whit- 
field above mction?d, told the ſaid Whitheld the effett of 
the foregoing Enformation for ſo much as concerns the 
Relation of what paſt betwixt the ſaid Thoms Whitheld, 
and \Villiam Boyce ; and that he told it to This Enformant 
abou: tie ting aſſion'd in the aforeſaid Enformation. 


To bring this Long Paper to an end at laſt. Thi 
Part of the Confederacy ſeems to have been as Weak, 
and as Short in the Contrivance, and Manage of It, As It 
was A1zliciors in the Projett; and there does not h- 
therto appear ſo much as One Glimpſe of a Probability 
to keep It in Cormenance., To fay Nothing on the 
other Hand,of the Dying Teſtimony of Mr. Coleman, Hh, 
Green, Berry, Harcourt, Fenwick, &C. who did all Declare 
upon the Faith of Dying Men, that they were Innocent 
of that JAurther. And I cannot Cloſe This Section 
wetter now, then with the Chriſtian, and the Charita- 
ble Reſignation of Poor HL, in a Letter to his Wife upon 
This Occaſion. 


My Dear Waite, 


Recommend you to that Good God of Heaven, who, 1 
-ope, will be both a Husband to you, and a Father ty my 
Por Child ; If you Serve and Love him as you ought to a : 
And the 3irlt Thing you are to do, is Yeartily to F02- 
give him that 1s the Dccaſion of my Death ; #77 70t 
bear him any Malice, but leave the Revenge wholly to God, 
who knows beſt how to Revenge the Innocent. This I cari- 
eſly beg of you to do, and likewiſe to Deſire all ny 
Friends t9 pray to God Almighty, that if it be his Djev 
| Ss Wi 


oY 
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Will, that this Little Suffering may Mitigate his Fuſt Wrath 
againſt me for my heinous Sins. | 


We have Proceeded thus far, in ſo Full, ſo Clear, 
fo Particular, and fo Faithful a Deduttion of Matters, 
that there's hardly Any thing more Left for a Man to 
wiſh for, toward the Satisfaction, either of his Czr:oft- 
ty, or his Judgment, pon This Subjett, The Impoſture 
trom One End to the Other, 18 made up of Uzlikely- 
hoods, Incoherences, and Contradittions,without ſo much 
as One Point in the whole Story that will bear a Colour. 

ake each of the Witneſſes, a-part, and he gives him- 
elf the Lye to his own Teeth ; Take them Together, 
and they daſh one another to pieces. But *tis to be hoped, 
that the Two Principals were well Seconded as to the 


Credit, both of the Matter, and of the Evidence ; and 


It will be but Farr Dealins to Examine the Ballance. 


The Firſt Witneſs that opens upon the Tryal for 
the King (as they callit) as to the Point here in Que- 
ſtion,isOres : And the Short of his Evidence 1sTh4#s,T bat 
Two Days after the Swearing of his Depoſitions, Sir God- 
frey cane to him, and told him of Affronts he had Receiv'd 
from ſome Great Perſons for being ſo Zealons, and of others 
Threatniag him for being too Remiſs : telling him a while af- 
ter, how he had been Menac*d by fevcral Popiſh Lords; and 
that be went in fear of his Life, by the Popiſh Party, that 
had been Dogging him ſeveral Days, Tryal, fol. 12. The 
uſe made ot This Evideace was to ſheivy that his For- 
wardneſs 1n the Diſcovery of the Popiſh Plor, was the 
Thing that ſet them on to urther him ; and that he 
Dreaded Miſchief from them Himfelf upon That Ac- 
count. Ibid. 

Now inſtead of Sir Edmwd's being too Firward, in 
One Page, he was, It ſeems, too Backward in Annher; 
for he told Mr. Robinſon, That he took, Otes's Examina- 
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150 The Myſtery of the Death 

tion very unwillingly, and would fain have had it done by 
others, And then npon Dr. Robinſons wiſhing, That 
the Depin of the Matter were jound out. I am afraid 
(taid he) of That, that it Is not. But Diſcourſing fur- 
ther, he ſaid Theſe }/ords, Vpon my Conſcieace, I believe 
T ſhall be the firſt Martyr. Now Sir Godfrey's Apprehen- 


fron was not from the Papiſts for fear of a Diſcovery, 


but partly for incurring the Danger of a Miſpriſion,npon 
the Concealment of it ; and partly for Another Rea- 


ſon, as will be more E-preſly ſer forth hercafter. 


Brown the Conſtable ſwears to the Poſture they found 
the Body in ; The Sword, the Bruzſes, the IVeck , the 
Stick, and the Gloves, and to No Bloud in the Ditch - 
And Five Lines Afterwards, T hat there was Mo Bloud at 
all wher: the Sword was taken out ;; He does not ſay 
[Where] but [ULhen] fol. 36. and fo faves himſelf by 
the Reſervation of Meaning the Ditch fill; for he 
Swears elſewhere, to a Great Quantity of Bloud that came 
Gubling ozt. But People were oftew'd and made 
the beſt Shift they could to keep themſelves in a 
Whole Skin. Beſide that there lyes No Streſs at all upon 
This Teſtimony. 


The Attorney General call'd then for the Surgeons that 
Viewd, and Dpend the \Boay; T hat is, Mr. Skllarn, 
and Mr. Cambr;dge, who were both Sworn, fol. 36. This 
Hint made the Court take it for Granted, that the Bo- 
ay was ©ren'd, as 1t ought to have been, whereas it 
vas not Open'd at All, any further, then with a Little 
Taſcifiea to Iiet out ſome Corrupt Matter ; Nay, Skarn 
Mov'd the Goafreys to have It Oper?d : and could not gct 
any Anſwer from them. Mr. Skillara ſpeaks to rhe 
Brazſes The Diſtortion of the Neck; The Two 
TFounds; and that there was More done to his Neck 
then 2n ordinary Suffocation. If the Wounds had K1ll'd 
EE” E him 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Onfolded. I51 
him, his Muſcles would have been Turgid, he ſays. 
He obſery*d, that Srrangled People never Swell. If he 
had Dy'd of the Wornd, there would have been Some 
Evacuation of Bloud, at leaſt, which there was Not; And 
_ then again, That the Wound went through his very Heart ; 
and there would have appar*dSome Bloud,if it had been done 
quickly after his Death : So that the Jam Point in Iſſue 
is This, Whether there was any Evacuation of Bloud, 
or No. 

Mr. Cambridge ſpeaks alſo to the Brwiſes; Two Pun- 
ures; His Neck Diſlocated ; and delivers his Opinion, 
That the Worznd was given him after his Death, tol. 38. 
but without ſhewing any Reaſon for't. Now Theſe Two 
Evidences are ſo far from Proving the Strangulation, that 
if We Prove the Blotid, They do, Eftectually, give 
zp the Cauſe. . 

The next Perſon call'd for, 1s Sir Edmundbury God- 
frey's Mayd, Elizabeth Curtis, She kzows Green, ſaw 
him, and talk*d with him at her Maſters, about a Fortmght 
before his Death ;, ſpoke to him in, French, which ſhe could 
not underſtand, it ſeems, pag. 38. and yet, ſwears *twas 
French Swears Poſitively to the Knowledge of the Man; 
The Colour of his Periwig + How Long he was with her 
Maſter.,&c. And then immediatlyCharges il! with com- 
ing to her Maſter That Saturday Morning ;, and Talking in 
the Parlour with him: ſhe ſaw him afterward in Newgate ; 
and ſo ſhe turns it off with a SleeveleſsStory of ſome Body 
that brought a Note to the Houſe upon the Friday be- 
fore; and there the Queſtion was very Civilly dropt. 
Nc® chis is an Oath to go for Nothing, as well as Otes's. 
For in Taking upon her to know Green and Hill, ſhe's 
Forſwora upon theTeſtimony of T'wo orT hree Enformations, 
already Produc'd. 1 mnſt not paſs over a Depoſition of 
this Elizabeth Curtis, or Draper, bearing Date the $79. 
' or January, 1673. before the Lords Committees in the 
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152 The Myſtery of the Death 


Council-Chamber, where ſhe ſwears, [That ſhe Lived off 


and on for about Six Tears with Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 
before his Death, ] This ©ff and ©n, mult be taken 
for her Chare-Days, when ſhe came to help Scowr the 
Pewter, or Clean the Houſe: for ſhe never was a Scr- 
vait In That Family in all her Days. 

She Swears further, that Green came to her Maſter's 
Houſe a Fortright before he was MMurther®d, bringing, 
with him in his Company, one in a Purple-Colour'd Lt- 
very, who itood at the Door ; and that the ſaid Greer: 
ſpake to her Maſter, Firſt, in French, and After- 
wards in Engliſh. We have Ao Vews now of the 
Purple Livery, in the Tryal; And that which was Firſt 
in Freach, and Afterwards in Engliſh, in the Council- 
Chamber, was turn'd Croſs at the Kings Bench. [Green 
{aid, Good Morrow, Sir, in Engliſh, and Afterward 
ſpake to S1r E.B. Godfrey in French, Tryal, pag. 3g.] 

\Ve are to make room now for the 7aſtcr and Man at 
the Plow Ale-houſe, Prance ſwears to a Diicourſe there 
with Green, Hill, and Girald, about the. Iurther of 
Goxfrey; Ihe Houſe Proves that they had been There 
rogether, and the very Meeting Preſumes the Deſign. 

Here's the Collateral Evidence that was offer 'd, in Fa- 
vour of Bedloe's, and Prance's Teſtimony, which I ſhall 
Leave fairly before the Reader, to weigh one againſt 
rhe other. 


CHAP. 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Orfolded. 152 


I 


CH A P. XIV. 


The Extreme Difficulty of Reconciling the Hiſtory 
of the Marther at Somerſet-Houlſe, to the Mat- 
ters of Fa as they appear 4 in the Ditch at 
Primroſe-Hill 5 and upon the Verdiff. The Rea- 
ſons of 1hat Difficulty, and how it might have 


been in ſome Meaſure Prevented. 


Fter ſo many Several Tales, and Thoſe Several 
Tales, ſo many Several Ways Told too, of one 
| and the ſame Thing. After the Saying and Swearing of 
That ſame [_ Same ] Thing, to be done in fo many 
Several Places, Shapes, and Manners; At ſo many Se- 
veral Times ;, By lo many Several Methods and Perſons, 
upon ſuch and ſach Several Reaſons ; and to ſo ma- 
ny Several Enas : It can be no Longer a Queſtion, 1 
ſay, upon tne Whole Matter ; After Theſe Diver ſires, 
Diſagreements and Contradifions, Whether the Point 
in I{ſue be "I7ze, or Falſe ; For Trath 1s Simple, Uni- 
form, Conſiſtent with it ſelf, and in Every Line and Ar- 
ticle of it, Still, and Ever the ſame. This is the very 
Caſe, betwixt the Hiſtory of the Somerſer-Houſe-Aſur- 
ter upon Saturday, and That of the Dead Body that 
was found the Thurſday following. They arc, withour 
more ado, ſo Urlike ; fo Forreian; Nay fo Contrary, 
One to Another, in many Paſſages even of the Greateſt 
Weight ; that they Agree only in the Name of the Ju- 
fice ; Infomuch, that Suppoling Two Sir Edmund 
Goafreys, the Relation might very well Paſs for an Ac- 
count of "T'wo ſeveral Perſons. 

Now fincc It 1s a Thing Utterly Impoſſible to Unite 
Theſe Fariations, and Oppoſiticzrs in the ſame Point ; and 
0 make good Evidence to the VVorld ; of Thoſe 4/- 

legations 
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Icgations that are Never to be Reconcid; I am, in This 
Chapter, to Ask Bedloes and Prances Pardon, tor having 
made ſuch Fools of a Couple of the Kings Witneſſes in 
ſome Half a dozen Chapters before, as if it had been 
VVholly Their Fazlt;, that Things and Things Cot- 
ton'd No better together ; when, in very Deed, Their 
Preſent Circumſtances, and the Parts they had in the Pler, 
Duly Conlider'd, they were at That Time, Under 
a Moral Neceſſity, either of laying themſelves open, 
or of doing Things not to be Done : So that for 
want of Well-grounaed Preſumptions, and Arthentique 
Proofs to move mens UVnderſtaudings, they were fain 
to Content I hemſelves with Dazling the Peoples Eyes, 
and Boyling up their Paſſions, by the molt Popular, and 
Plauſible Arts the Matter would bear, Where the Sham 
was not ſirozg enough to ſtand upon its own Legs, the 
Security of his Majeſties Perſon, and the Proteſtant Re- 
ti7icr;, the Honour of ſo many Parliameats, the Wiſdom 
of the Natioa, and the Credit of the Kings Witneſſes 
were All CalPd into the Vpholaing of it; and the Reſt- 
Iſs Alarms of Popiſh Fires, Maſſacres, and Fazgots, were 
like fo many Rods ia Pijs, for Thoſe Infidels, that had 
not the Grace to give Creait to a Forgery, fo Neceſſary 
to be Belicv'd, VVhen I ſpeak of the Difficulty of Re- 
conciting the Hiſtory! to the Fiftion, in This Preſent In- 
Tteance, I do not Mean, that the making a Plaufeble In- 
poſture of it, was a Thing Urrerly Impoſſible, if it had 

zen Attended in "Time ; though I am very well aware 
too, that Falſity can Never Paſs for Truth, but for 
want of Means, and Induſtry to find, out where ti 
Inconciliavle Difference Lyes : But the Difficulties to be 
Treated of in This Place are of Another Quality ; and 
not ſo mnch ariſing from the Contraditions in the Nu- 
cire of True and Falſe, as Peculiar to the State of 


Things in That Funtture , and to the Matter in 
Had. 
The 
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The Body was found out of Town yonder, in a 
Ditch;, and the Adurther was laid at Somerſet-Hoife. 
The Death of Sir Fdmuad was made a Murther , Nay, 
and a Popith Murther ;, as is formerly Obſerv*d, even 
while he was Yet Alive. Now this could be no other, 
then an Ommous Foreboding upon a Deſperate Melancholy, 


which he had then upon him. For there was No Talk 


of any Apprehenſion he had of the Papiſts, *till the ve- 
ry day that he left his Houſe. We ſhall ſpeak in A4n0- 


* ther Place, tothe Bugneſs of his Saying, that he ſhouly 
* be the firſf Warty2, or the firſt Man that ſhould ſuffer. 
* The Fattion had no ſooner made a Popiſh Mirther of 
| this Diſaſter, but 1t dropt iVatrally into the Common 
| Receptacle of All Rogueries, the Pretended Popiſh Plor. 
| This Occation lay fo fair, for the Hand of the Republi- 
| can Conſpirators, who under Another Pretext, were at 
| that time Deſigning uPon the' K 1g, the Royal Line, 


and the Monarchy it ſelf, that having drawn his Royal 


| Highneſs, the Queen Conſort, and Almoſt the Late Eleſ- 


ſed King Himſelf into the Confederacy, they thought 
they could not do better, then to make her Majeſties 


| Palace the Scene of the V. llany. 


This was the Grorwnd-work of the Mock-Tragedy, 
that Our Knights of the Poſt, Bedloe and Prance (Nay, 
Otes came in for a Sack too) afterward, Play'd their 
Parts in, upon That Stage. In one Syllable, the Plot- 
Cabal Lodg'd it there, and Pedlie took them at their 
Word, and Swore to't there; by which UVzluck y Blun- 
der, the Projet was as good as Cursd in the Cradle ; 
tor when it was once Lode'd within Thoſe Walls, there 
Was NO removing of It, at leaſt, without taking the Houſe 
for Company. The Story, *tis true, went off well 
movgh at. Yolley, for a good while, and paſs'd Cur- 
rent among the People, upon Coxtert, without ctther 
Weighing, or Computing it : But when they came once 
to Confront Matters, and to Aajuft 1hires to Thirgs, 

A they 
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they found themſelves Horribly out in their Meaſures, 
and that they might as well pretend to bring Heaven 
ad Hell together as to Tally the Two Stories of Somerſet- 
boufe and Pr imroſe-Hill. There was the Har, the Gloves, 
the Stick, the Sword, the Ditch, the Poſture, the Two 
Wounds, the Bruiſes, the Fly- _blows, the Bloud, the Lin- 
20m Cloth the Looſcneſs of his Neck, and the C ts abour 
It, &c. Now All theſe Caſes and Accidents were to 
he Obwiated, and Provided tor in the Counter-part - As 
in ſome ſort they were ton. There was a "Twiſted 
Harxkercier and a Crevat to Anſwer the Linnen Clith : 
Green to Wring his Neck, about : Hill and the reſt to 
Puach him, to Encounter the Praiſes, Tryal, fol. 17. 
Hi; {) Kelly, and Gerald torun him thy ough with his own 
Swor 4, throw him into a Ditch, and” lay his Gloves, 
and other Things upon the Park. Tryal, fol. 20. to 
make the Tale Square with the Original, 'To ſay no- 
thing, of the &/4ze of Diſcovery npon the Place, or up- 
"n the Vay; and the Varty of ſo much as Hoping to 
Prevail upon any Nan inhlis Right Wits, either to Un- 
Hertake, Or Believe 1o Ridiculozs an Adventure. Upon 
the whole Matter, If People had but taken Half the 
Pains to Detcet, and to Cruſh this Impoſture, that they 
aid to Corntenance,and Conceal it.the Cheat could never 
have ſtood a Six Minutes Cloſe Examination - For the 
i/itagſes Launch'd out into ſuch a Variety of Circumſtan- 


ces, and Matters, that it was wholly Impoſſible for them. 


2 
io to Concert ther Lefons, as not to lye open to 2 


Hundred SUrPritzes.. 
It wasa kind of Fantaſtical,if not anUracconntableRe- 
Joiution taken,to lend the Body away to Primroſs- hill, and 


jolt to ſich 4 Ditch there ; A. Place that "tis odds none 


or the Af. 1s. 95 CVEL {0 much as heard of Before ; and t9 
vive ſnch Orders as they pretend they did, about the 
Vi Poiing of things with the Pody, the Sword, the 


"ov whether this was Biſturs, 
or 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Unfolded. 157 
or Forgery, let the World Judge. But in Fa#, the Bo- 
dy was there : So and 1o Found ;, and, in the C Oneruity 


. of the Counterfeit, it mull be rwither carry'd, and [9 and 


ſo laid. The Diſtance, the Danger, the Chair, and the 
Difficulties of the Way thither,are theSobereſt part of the 
Foolery. Nay, and by the ſtrangeſt Conſent of Thought, 
that ever was heard of, the Advrtherers Pitch'd upon 
the very Place, upon the Wedneſday Night, that Sir 
Godfrey Enquir'd the Way to, the Saturday Morning be- 
fore. 

There were, in fine, a Number of Inextricable Dif- 
ficulties 1n the Way, as they had order'd the Contri- 
vauce. But the Mother-Over-ſight, and in Truth, the 
Root of all the Difficulties, and Croſs Accidents, that 


 Follow'd, was the laying of the Mwrther fo far at firſt 


from the Place where the Body was found. Por if they 
had but Hounded him to Primrofe-Hill, inſtead of Dog- 
ging him to Somerſer-Houſe, and oper*d the Imtrioue upon 
the very Spot ; the Myſtery of This Projett might have re- 
main*d a Secret to the Day of Judgment : Eſpecially, ha- 
ving ſo fair a Pretence to Look tor him That Way : for 
this was not only known to be Sir Edmimnd's Uſual 
12k, but he was feen Going thitkerward, and taker, 
Notice of to Enquire which was the way to That Place, 
mat very Mormag : So that for Brevitics ſake, they 
Mould have Smother*d, or Stifled, or Straneled him, or 
what they would have calPd it elſe, and then have run 
him through with his own Sword, in the very Ditch it 
felf, which would have Preventcd all the enſuing Daz- 
gers betwixt tine Cp and the Lip, as they ſay. If they 
had gone that way to Work, there would have been, 
no need of a Comment upon the Text of Somcrſer-kouſe. 
TheStory of the Crevars, the Piſtols, and the rwifted 
Handkercher ; the Water-Gate, and the Coxrt-Cate ; the 
Flotters, and the Quarrels ; the Stable-yard, the Upper 
Courr, the Inviſible Chair, and the Dead PLody 4-C0uR; 
[ bore, 
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horſe, would have been All out of Doors. There would 
have been no need of Witch-craft to caſt Liſts before 
the Eyes of the Guards, But in fine, All theſe Plunges, 
and a Hundred and Fifty more, might have been fav'd, 


and the VVitneſſes might have brought Green, Berry, 


and Hill as Cheap to the Ditch; Eſpecially when they 
had him ( as as" ſays ) in Red-Lyon-Ficlds alrea- 
ay, and have Sworn as true to the Ore, as they did to 
the Other ; But This was the Fault of the Fir/# Di/co- 
wverer. Bealoe?s heart was fo ſet upon the Five Hundred 
Pound, that he thought of nothing elſe ; and when the 
Word was once paſs*d, and the Charge Riverred to Somer- 
ſet-Houſe, there was No Recalling , No Unclinching 
of it. But now if he had thought ont tine enough, to 
have Order*d the Regzlation of This Marther 1n the 
Chappel-Gallery ; and the Execution of it about the 
White-Houſe, the Hiſtory might have been kept up to 
the Decorum of a Probable Truth. I mult not flip the 
Occalion here of Obviating- a Queſtion that very fre- 
quently offers it ſelf in this Caſe [ If this was Sir Ed- 
mund's »ſual Walk, why ſkould ve ask the Way to a Place 
that he knew as well as any body could tell him ?] There's 
no Divining upon Men's Thoughts ; but fince it 1s 
certain he knew the way ; and 70 leſs certain, that he did 
Askthe VVay ; and that he did not 4k it Netther, as 
Ignorant of it, or as Needins the Enformation. VVhy 
might not his Enqziry be intended for a Hint, or a Light 
to People where they ſhould look for him, when they 
ihould afterwards come to miſs him ? 


Jan 
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CE AFP. [XV. 


Suppoſing the Murther of Sir Edmund-bury God- 
frey to have bgen a Branch of the Popiſh Plot 3 
( as it was Commonly Reputed_) If there was no 
ſuch Plot, there was No ſuch Murther. 


HERE was a Time, when a Popiſh Murther wag 
Trumpt up for the Proof of a Popiſh Plot; but we 
are Now as hard put to't for want of a Plot to Prove 
That Murther, as we were Formerly for want of a Mur- 
ther to Prove That Plot : In ſhort, there's no Reconci- 
ling Either of them to it ſelf, Apart ; or Both, Each to 
the Orher. If there was 1Vo Popiſh Plot, There was 
Conſequently Vo Popiſh Murther ;, at leaſt npon Thar 
Bottom : Unleſs a Man ſhall ſuppoſe a Branch without 
a Root; or an Effet, without a Cauſe. If there were 
No Treaſonous Conſults, how ſhould there be Marderous 
 Prattices Grounded upon Imaginary Conncels ? T he Equi- 
ty of Otes*s Convittion of UWilful, Walicious, 47d Coz- 
rupt Perjury, at the King's Bench Bar, Weſtminſter, the 
Sth. of May 1685. upon the Feſuirs 1ryal in the Bus'- 
neſs of That Plot, lyes every Jot as ſtrong, in Parity of 
Reaſon, and of Fuſtice, againit Prance and Bealce, for 
Ihis Pretended Branch of That Pretcnded C onſpiracy. 
They Hang both upon the ſame String, and whoever 
Overthrows the One ,, Trips up the Heels of the Other. 
That 1s to ſay, where the Matter of Fat is Falſe in 

8 the forndarion, All Tnferences from it muſt be { like- 
wiſe, ir the Superſtrufture : and whativever Bealce and 
Prance have, Sworn upon a Plot where there was Noze, 
IS only the Seconding of one Perjury with Anether ; For 
the Profligate Improbity of the Witneſs Flafts the Credis 
of the Jdurther, as well as of the Trcaſvn, I do -_ 
*7 
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{ay but that there might be a Afurther, and yet Ng 
Conſpiracy : Nay, I ſay there might be a Aerther Exe- 
cuted by Papiſts too; and yet That Aurther not a Popiſh 
Aſſaſſizate neither, for I would Diſtingniſh the. Wicked 
Prattices of ſome particulars in All Religions, from the 
Wicked Principles of a VWhole Body of Men, of This, or 
That Perſuaſion ;, {o that we have a Great Many Steps 
20 make, before we come to a Reſolztion upon 7 hs 
Queſtion. We take it for Granted, Firſt, (as we find 
it upon Record) that Oress Popiſh Plot was an Impoſture. 
2dly, That if there was No Popiſh Plot, there could be 
No Popiſh Branch of it: From whence it will Now Fol- 
low, that Prance and Bedloe are Manifeſtly forſworn in 
Every Tittle of their Eviaczce, that either Impures the 
Aurther to the Conſpiracy, or lends a helping hand to 
The Confirming of the Forgery. They Swore the Aur- 
ther into the Plor, for the Sake of the Plot ; Not the 
Plot into the 2Xſtrther, for the Sake of the Murther, 
And though Bedloe came in to give Evrd:ace to the 
A1urther, "'twas his Swearing tothe Plot, that got him 
the 5ool. And to make the belt on't, his Perjury in 
the Ore Caſe mate him Tacomperent in the Other. 

To Sum up All in a Little, (for I am Now about 
to Cloſe the Firit Part of This Daſcourie) Was Gos- 


frey Hurther*d at Somerſet-houſe, according to the Depo- 


(ir10as of Bedloe, and Prance, or was he Not ? What 
Taducement have we to believe it ? or what Arguments, 
or Objections to the Contrary? As to the Creaibility on 
the Fatt in Ive; There were ſo many Contradittion: 
in the Watching, and Dog ging of him, in the Manner 
of Deſ;roying him ; in the Coacealing, and Removing of 
hin; in the Mears of Carrying him away; and'in other 
Circumſtances of 7 je, and Place, a3 Never were heard 
of in This World from the Mozths of Two Creaivle 
VWitres, They Might as well have Sworn to the Con- 
veying of him into the Ditch in a NMift., or upon 4 

Brooms 
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Broom-ſtich., as in a Chair, or on Horſe-back. Bedloe 
ſwears againſt Bedloe and Prance; and Prance ſwears 
againſt Prance and Bedloe. They. ſwear Oe thing be- 
fore the Lords Committees, and quite Arother thing, at 
the 'Tryals. Infomuch, that Light and Darkzeſs mighr 
as well have been ReconciPa, as Theſe Teſtimonics, either 
ſeverally, or One to Another. In one Word : Whar 
jhall I need io ſay more owt, then EffeCtually is ſaid 
Already ? The Story is Wholly Inconſiſtent with it ſelf; 
never any thing more Ridiculouſly Projeted, more ſcan- 
dalouſly Atrteffted;, ot, upon Comparing of Evidences , 
more Impoſſible to be True. So that here's the Firlt 
Queſtion of Sir Goafrey's being Murther*d at Somer ſet- 
houſe, Clear'd beyond All Diſpute, or Contradiction. 
And Conſequently the End of This My Firſt Part, 
Anſwer'd, to All Intents and Purpoſes. For we are not 
more Certain of any thing, then we are A/rally Sure, 
that the Pompoues Hiſtory of "This Pretended V illazy, has 
been, from End to End of it, a State-Cheat, and No 
other, then a Palpable Impoſture. | 

But ſome People will not Contefit themſelves per- 
haps, with a Negative upon the Abuſe ; in ſatisfying 
the World that he was Not kill'd in the Place, and 
Manner, as 1s laid in the Indi&ment; Unleſs they may 
receive Further Satisfattion , Yow, Where, and by 
Whom , he was brought to his End. Now This 
Caſe Lyes ſo much in the Dark, by what Hand ſoever 
it was done, that Reaſonable Colleftions, Inferences and 
Pregnant Preſumptions, are All 1n the very iVature of 
the Thing , the Matter in Queſtion will bear - But I 
ſhall leave the Reader to his own Freedom of Belief, 
or Judgment , upon a Fair Report of the Fact, as he 
ſhall find it Impartial'y Deltver'd in the Second Part of 
This Diſcourſe. 


The End of the Firſt. Book: 
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ENHAP.,E 


The Vindication of Green, Berry, and Hill, pox 


the Ground of Sir William Jones's Law and 
Equity. 


HE Whole Snm of the Matter here in Ifſue,lyes 
within This Compaſs ; Either Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey was Murther?d 'jn Somerſet-Houſe, 

according to the Oaths of Bedloe and Prance, or he was 
M 2 It. 
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Not. Whoever ſuppoſes that he V/2s, mult takg 
This Along with him, that he was Aurther?d in Se- 
veral Places ; by Several Inſtruments, Ways, and Means, 
for Differine Reaſons, and with Differing Ends, and De- 


ſigns. And in ſhort, that he was Murther'd One Way 


before the Lords Committees, and Several Other Ways up- 
on the 7ryals of the Pretended Criminals. Theſe Con- 
tradifons and Inconſiſtences are layd as open as the 
Day, in the Former Part of This Little Hiſtory; and 
the Witneſſes turn'd Naked into the World, without ſo 
much as a Fig-leaf to cover. their Shame. Nay, and 
withoat ſo much as an Aavocate, to Excufe them from 
a Deliberate, and Wilful Perjury, We are all ſatisfy'd, 
they cry, that he was Net KilPd at Somerſet-Houſe ; 
and that the whole Hiſtory af it is an [poſture : But 
it will be a harder piece of Work to make it out, How, 
Where, and by Whom he.Was X:/*d, then How, 
Where, and by Whom yewas Not. Conjelture, they 
fay, is No Evidence, and we have not the leaſt Glim- 
mering of any Light toward the Certam-Truth, and 
Knowledge of This Matter. | 

The World cannot give a BEctter Anſwer to The 
Objection, then what Sir Wilkam Fenes has put in my 
Mouth ; upon the Summing up of the Evidence at the 
Tryal of That Cauſe. 


(Mr. ttozney General.) My Eord, 7 ſhall be bold 
to ſay, here # certainly as much Evidence as the Matter 
35 Capable of. It ws not to be Expetted, ' that they ſhould 
«::1| Viruſes ro be By, when they do ſuch Foul Fatts : ſo 
that None can ſwear directly the Fad, but ſuch a One, 
4s mas 4n Att02 in't : All Circumſtances relating to the 
Fact, both Betore, and After, are made out by Concur- 
rent telftimony, Greens Tryal; pag. 72.] 
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Now if the Matter here in hand be of the ſame Qua- 
tity, and the ſame Secrecy ; (with Sir William Jones's In- 
ſtance) and ſupported by More, and by ſtronger Cir- 
cumſtances, relating to the Fad, both Before, and Af- 
ter ; Why may not my Circumſtances go as far toward 
the YVindicating of the memory of Three Innocents, as Mr. 
Attorneys Circumſtances did, toward the taking away 
of their Lives ? And why may not my Concurrent Te- 


ſtimonies, with the Great Odds of Weight, and Number, 
do as much toward the Retrieving, and the Eſtabliſhing 


of a Truth, as the Concurrent Teſtimony that Mr. At- 
torney here ſpeaks of, did toward the Supporting, and 
the Authorizing of an Impoſture ? He that Kills Himſelf, 
goes as Privately to Work as Any Other Man would do 
that were to Kill him. And 1f none but an Afor can 
ſwear Directly tothe Fatt, it were madreſs.to require 
a Witneſs to a Felo de je, when there's no Man left 
alive to bear Tefimony: And I have This Advantage 
Over and Above, (as I ſay) that I ſhall here ſet up a 
Greater Number of Fairer Likelyboods, and more Preg- 
nant Preſumptions of Subornati2n, and Perjury; to Sup- 
ply the Want of a Point-Blank-Evidence : And Leave No 
room for Doubting to any Man, that would not ſtretch 
his Belief further in favour of Falſhood and Oppreſſion, 
then to Aſert the Cauſe of Truth, and Juſtice. 

The Paragraph above-Cited' has ſo many Remark- 
able ſtrokes in*t, that *tis pity any of it ſhould be Loſt, 
and ſo Ple go on withit. 


My Lord, 7 muſt Obſerve, that it was a Maurther, 
Committed through Zeal to a Falſe Religion ; and That 
Religion was 4 Bond of Secrecy. We all know his Ma- 
jelty hath been Graciouſly pleaſed by his Proclamation to 
Propoſe a Pardon, and a Reward to the Diſcoverers. 
And yet almoft without Effet; Their Zeal to a Falle Re- 
lgion was 4 Greater Obſtacle, then the Proclamation 
M Z Vas 


-. - - 
a —_— Pr 


_ | 3 - % LY 
CR dry A; tle HP a 
wy 


EOY 
” —_ - * » 
+ _ &. - , 
_—_ — 


_-_ mma PIT. 


. - 
” - , 
> 1 > 
” = A 4 s 
* 


+4 


LL" 8. het hs Fa m_ 
. Po T9” _ , rj 
: 4 — 5+ 3a 


; —— 
. 
, " «0 Y. .. " _ 
: 8. Prat = 
" 
4» 


- > 
rey oy 5 


—_ 

þ 
— . 
el er oe 


—_— 
- ww a + 
Mu CPIL -——_— 
$2 


CT 
. _ 6 
” 


© 


—_— oo 
>. y_ how 7 _ 5 « p - 
roy mn om 
- 4 . 


wv -% -* AS. 0” 
V. "wv FA, Y 3 ot %_e— nl Err ony q 
nit <> oy a % — w Þ - a - - Poe - = Yea 
- - _— 6. _ 1 . k. > _ MP &* - o % " - 4 
- ery ron *uGth l 4 "p_ . , , 
P "= = % —m—_— 4 - = 


£ 


4 : , — - h: -& _ Bu 
j 
- 


ry . 
- - 
- 
- 2 7 Ly 
— - —— & 


- bd "7 : = * 
> - _— 
y "ad | wad... Ae 


SS 4% . 


oe 
y _ TT; — 
Wor” q _ 


=" F* abs y 4 - 
bo - "Sq4+ 
_— Xx RD 


mth. —— 
a. | o-4 : by 
% 2 os - 
2. < ” at EY jr —_— 4 - a - 
Oe ATT -— 4 G . AR an Js. a Wy. —__ = + = 
Y , G #7 d Tr . _ + oo it# by gn _ > Eu - > & SS k 
__Y P _ , p. 17 F 0 p* ow — 
r | - : bf FOR %, " . . | 7 b P ho wn _ - » L by ET: - 
£37 et ES. m7 y _ - hot C - 
4 , . mY * / 6 ” . | 
>? : hy * © A a.” 2% oo : y Þ>,———I 4 2» * Ss 
« ® o_—_ & - ” ; , 1 = 
P s 


_ —- D " 4 » 
20%" > CO. 
ha .* 


p V o you < = 7 
<< Ws "1 0. ”"* AGIs + + <c. ee Ce ey 
OO —— C——— 


parent 444 «7 if +. "2 9 ®. . _ aw, L" - 
R 2 A. 4 * - k. Mt. - 
Sox IE < 5 n « Bn _ = BD g's kh $4, 4 bo > SY ""—_ 4 yt 4 ” "4 
RS v4 . - : v7 v* ma > \ I. "—_— _ —_— a * _— 24.4 2 , T4 
y NO > . F ay - —_— - 
" Caf . 


Mrs x 
4 Rx wn 


C2 RX 


y - DOI " — = 

©4% \ » ” 

o «0 1 4 ; hp: ; A vs - ) - . Ca . ” 

- — ">= oadtin—y PI 9D. _— VG. PEPY - n+ js _ 

, ; _ ' > hoy A g k 9”, * W *, f ot —_ VS. " - R 
"*- 2d wes w _— + - 0 « . pu 2 R a 5 <6 Ls 4 - = b _ — 
Te m=Ey pp . - - 2 Pe Is P.- @s- . Py —_—_ w—Y; ,. _—_— F 0k wo _— P w ? W » . ng" <A 
ar < -. ths F. b, & b a. +4 # ny ; 6 74 os % + - * .- . FL , a 
_ = 
Me v + & - - " 
—_—_< ” Þ 
hy * - = * a " 


— >” PEI 


FD o_ 
s - - 
— a Fo 
HAI 22 
37 *n_. 


- EIA: 
: - . "* = 
- i 
S; r 
a * "I —_ l 
CY ML 4 IE. 
_ bn . VS. , 4 W no 
* one aunt ae res 
7 - » Bu --_ 4, 
iy «- o $ = 
_- w—_ 


166 The Myſtery of the Death 


was an Incitement to the Diſcovery. And I do believe, 
if Ar. Prance: bad not had ſome Inclination to Change 
his Religion ,. You had ſtill been without ſo Clear a Dul- 
covery of This Work of Darkneſs, 4s now you have, 


Ibid. 


Here's a Murther Preſum?d, upon the Evidence of a 
Falſe Oath; Keligion made the Ground and the Boud of 
That rther ; And yet at the ſame Time, Three Other 
Murthers Deſignd, Carry'd-on and Accompliſhed, upon 
the Credit of 1t ; beſide Innumerable Other Miſchiets 
that lay out of fight, under the Yeil of Hidden Events. 
The King's Proclamation did, in Truth, fall ſhort of 
Proaucing a Diſcovery; but the Five Hundred Pound 
Promis*d it, prov'd a Temptation to a Moſt Damnable 
Cincat : ( for that was the Lure that brought Bedloe 
down,) To fay Nothing of an Evidence-Proſelyte : in 


making Prance*s Forſwearing himſelf , to be the Teſt 


of his Converſion. Only once again now, and I have 
Gone. 


I ſhall ſay no more, but Conclude to the Jury, with That 
ſaying, that I remember in the Book.of Judges (in the Caſe 
of 4 Murther too, though of Another Nature ) Tudg. 
19. 30. (The People ſaid, there was No ſuch Deed 
Done, Nor ſeen, from the Day that the Children of 
Iſrael came out of Egypt :J And I may ſay, There was 
Never ſuch a Barbarous Murther Committed in Eng- 
land, ince the People of England were freed from the 
Yoke of the Pope's Tyranny; And as *tis ſaid There, 


ſo jay I, Now, Conlider of it ; Take Advice ; and 


{peak your Minds. 1bid.] 


A Man ſhould have been very ſure of his Point, be: 


tore he LaſlYd out into ſo Bold a Figure ;, for here is 


Scripture Cail'd into his Aid, for the 1nſtrating of a 
Forger)y, 


- 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Orfolded. I6, 


Forgery. Here's One Notorious Murther , ( in the 
Falſe Witneſſes, TT hat 1s ) Swpported, under the Colour 
of Arraigning Another. And here's the A#ual, the 
Treaſonous, and the Sacrilegions Murther of a Pios, a 
Gracious, and a Merciful King, ſet in Ballance,with the 
Fictitious Murther of a Malancholique Fuſtice ; and found 
Light upon the Compariſon. But be it as it will, here's 
Caſe againſt Caſe : And ſo long as I have the Authority 
and Opinion of Sir William Jones on my Side, as to the 
Legal Competency of Circumſt antial and Preſumptive Evi- 
dences, Ple make no Difhculty of caſting my Reputati- 
on upon the Merits of the Cauſe. Only a Word or 
Two by way of Preparatory, that I may ſlide Natural- 
ly into my Bus'neſs. 

"Tis out of Doubt, that Sir Edmwndbury Godfrey 
Dy'da Violent Death; but whether by Another Hand, 
or by his Owz, is the Single Queſtion : Now One of the 
Two it muſt be ; thongh Which of them, is not as yet 
Determin*d : If by the Former, there muſt have been che 
ſome MNotorious Grudge, Quarrel, or Controverſie, ſ: 
whereuponto ground ſo Mortal a Malice, and Revenge. y 


If by the Latter, *tis no New Thing for a Man that 0404 
lyes under either the Load of a Hideous Melancholy, or ANTEY 
the Power of a Temptation that he has not Strength to Wy A $6+ 
Refiſt, (though otherwiſe of never ſo Fair a Life and 5 Thk 
Converſation) to ſk under the Horror of his own {4B 240 
Thoughts, and to Lay Violent Hands upon Himſelf. Now ot 4%, 


how far any thing of This might appear in the Cir- HUT 
cumſtances of his Temper and Condition, 1s a Point that "hl FB 
a Thinking Man would not on either hand wholly paſs [I 
over without loooking both ways upon T his Occa- 

Won. |. ; T 
Firſt, asto any Matter of Gr#dge, Quarrel, Contro- 
verſie, or Rancorows Animoſity, Private, and Perſonal ; 
I cannot Learn that there has been any Thing of "This, 
Either Qbſerv*?d, Apprehended, or Suggeſted : Nor in 
M 4 Truth 
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268 The Myſtery of the Death 


Truth (which was a wonderful Thing ) that any of 
nis Family were ever ſo much as Examin'd to That 
Point. Butina Word, for want of a Perſcnal Pretence, 
they have turn'd it to the Spleen of a Party, and 
Grafted the Murther into the Conſpiracy : However; for 
Colour ſake, There were 1wo Reajons Ajjign'd; The 
Ore, Special ;, and the Other, General ; as the 1rduce- 
ments to This Barbarous Fatt. The Former was the 
taking of Tong's and Otes's Depoſitions ; which (as I 
have it elſewhere) would not have Signity'd a S:ngle 
Hair of a Man's Head, if Ten Thouſand Lives had de- 
pended upan the Matter there Depos'd. The Other 
Reaſon was as Grourdleſs as the Former was Frivolous : 
[7he Murther ({ays the Kings Council) was Commit - 
ted upon a Gentleman, and upon a Magiltrate ; and 7 
wiſh he had act Theretote been Murther*d, becauſe he was 
a Pyotelkant 4agiſtrate. Greens Tryal, fol. 7. And 
be was very Induſtrious in fiading out the Principal Attors 
iz this Plot. bid. T his was the Song in all the Narra- 
tives, Pamphlets, and Tryals; That the Papifts Mur- 


therd him; and Principally, for the Hatred he bore 


'T hat Party. 

Now Thus 1s fo Notorious a Miſtake, that he Liv'd 
in a ſtrict Confidence, and Friendſhip, with Divers 
Roman Catholiques of No mean Quality, and Charatter : 
He was ſo tar from Promoting the Plor, that he took it 
for a Cheat from the Beginning ; Gave his Royal High- 
meſs an Account of Otes's Depofitions ; and ſo likewiſe 
to ſome Ormer Men of Honour of the Roman Communios 
npon the Firlt Taking of them: Nay he was ſo Ten- 
der of any Oppreſlion That way, that upon the bring- 
ing of one Mr. Burnet a Prieſt before him to be Ex- 
amin'd, and Procceeded againit according ta Law, Sir 
Edmimad made his.Application to Dr. Godden* ( then hc- 
longing to the Queen ) about him; told him how 1t 
was, and, though at That Time a Stranger to him, 
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of Sir. B. Godfrey Unfolded, 166 


deſir?d him to uſe what Means he could, either by 
her Majeſty, or by a Secretary of State, to Prevent his go- 
ing to Priſon ; and in the mean while, he Himſelf 
would put the Bus'neſs off as long as he could. 

So that hitherto, there appears neither Iztereſ?, nor 
Provocation, Private, or Publique, toward the taking 
away This Gentleman's Life ;. but, for want of a 
more Plauſtble Pretext, there has been ObjeCted over 
and over the Frequency of his Exclamations, that he 
ſhould be the Firſt Martyr; That be ſhould be the firſt 
Man to ſuffer inthe Cauſe ; and other various Readings 
upon Words of his to That Purpoſe, according to 
the Rell;ſh of the People's Fancy, or Palate, that Heard 
them. Now this was an Expreſſion that Carry'd the 
Beſt Countenance of a Favourable Inſinitation of any that 
they made uſe of : But there's Nothing ſaid in all 
theſe Fore-bodings, from what Quarter it was that the 
Danger Threaten'd kim ; only he told Otes (if Ores does 
not Bely him ) [That he was in a great Fright, and went 
in fear of his Life by the Popiſh Party. Greens Tryal, 
fol. 12.] Wherein, Ores's Sagacity ſupply'd a Dark. 
Text, (to ſpeak in his own fine way) with an Elucida- 
ting Comment, worth Twenty of the Alexandrian Ver- 
ſion of the Septuagint that he preſented the Jeſuits with. 
But why he ſhould be affraid of his Known Friends, and 
of Thoſe that knew him to be Their Friend: And why 
ſhould he be Afraid of the Papi/#s, for fear of Spoiling 
Theix Plot, when he had Already, ſo much as in Him 
lay, Spoil'd Dtes's Plot, by Diſcovering the Roguery 
of it upon the firſt Inſtance; Why, I ſay, the Papiſt's 
mould Afurther Sir Edmundbury Godfrey contrary to all 
the Rules of Morality, Humanity, Gratitude, Fuſtice, 
and Common Prudence; and do All This to No MManzer 
of Purpoſe too ; is a Myſtery wholly Vnaccountable. We 
ſnall ſpeak to his Exclamations by and by : But Firſt 
to his Aeancholy ; and Then, Leave the World to 

; 12+ RL. Fudge, 
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179 The Myſtery of the Death 


Fudge whether Theſe Ejacu'atory Starts,and Apprehenfions 
took their Riſe from Splenerick, Vapours, or from any 
Reaſonable Fears. 


In the Handling of This Subjet, I ſhall Range 


what I have to ſay under Theſe Following Heads; and 
Aſſign to every Head a Chapter by it ſelf, for the avoiding 
of either Prolixity, or Confuſion. 


Firſt, What Humour was Sir E. B. Godfrey obſerv/d 


to be in upon the Morning, and Day, when he laſt left his 
Houſe ? | 

21y. What Notice was taken of Sir E. B. Godfrey”; 
Melancholy, before he left his Houſe ? And what Opinion, 
or Apprehenſion had People of 1t ? 

3ly. What Opinion, or Apprehenſion had Sr E.B. 
Godfrey Himſelf of his Melancholy before he went away ? 

4ly. What aid Sir E. B. Godfrey*s Friends, Relations, 
Servants, and. Acquaintance think, was become of him, 
from the time of his gping away tothe Time when the Body 


was found ? 


CHA P. IL 


WY hat Humour was Sir E. B. Godfrey Obſerv'd to 
be in upon the Morning aud Day when he laſs 
Left his Houſe 2 


0 I R E. B. Godfrey went away from his Houſe 1 
Harts-hora-Lane, upon Saturday Morning, the 121 
of Ottober, 1678. People are Divided about the Howr, 
but moſt Agree that it was Early. Now from tt 
Time of his Depariure, we ſhall Date the Entrance into 
our Diicourſe upon Ties Subjeft, and begin with the 
Ek 


Evidence of his Clark, Henry Moor ;, as to Some Paſſages 41 
of That Morning. oo {13 
Henry Moo2 Depoſeth, That he was Sole Clerk ts "&, 
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Sir Edmundbury Godfrey for a year and half before his 
Death ;, and that after the ſaid Sir Edmundbury God- 
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frey had taken the ſeveral Depolitions of Tong and Otes, Td 
\ he This Deponent Obſervd him to be Under Great Diſcon- RI: | 

| tent, and in Diſorder many times, and wiſhed they had SLIT 

' never come to him. ASA 
And further This Deponent ſaith, That between the FARCE - 

| Hours of Nine and Ten in the Morning, on the ſame S2- RIA 

* turday that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, in the year One £4 LPR 

* Thouſand Six Hundred Seventy and Eight, Left his Houſe, a ah bee i 

| He This Deponent was in' the Parlour with him, and he RAT. 

| bid this Enformant help him on with a New Chamblet ; O20 
Coat, which he aid; but preſently after, Order*d him to 4% $L1TY 

| belp him 0a with an Old Chamblet Coat, which he told CART 1 
this Deponent would Serve that Day well enough ; and HOY lg 
Immediately after his ſaid Coat was put 6n, he went out of OIL 
the Room, and was going abroad, and at the Gate, go- REAET 

ing out of the Yard into the Lane, he Suddenly Stopt, WE 0411 

and turd Himſelf toward this Deponent, and Looked 1 PIN 
Sriouſly «por him, as 1f he would have ſaid ſomething Ms BEE 

to this Deponent ; and mm T hat Poſture he Stood a ſmall $7 hol 
Time, but Immediately went his Way, Not Speaking to þ $8 48 
0 Y this Deponent ;, and after That time He this Deponent never 9 us 6k 
f Wl few bin Alive. Rene 
Non 02 4%7 

There will need no Hand in the Margent here, to 420 pb 

4 beſpeak a Note upon the Di/order This Unhappy Gen- & Feb UF 
fleman was in upon his Laſt Farewel to his Houſe and a Por 
Family : But I could wiſh the Clerk had been Call'd 5; LAB 


upon (who is ſince Dead) to Explain himſelf upon 

the Lait Words of This Paragraph; where he ſays, 

Ihat [After that Time he never ſaw his Mvyſter LO 
| AN 
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172 The Myſtery of the Death 


And why not as well that he never ſaw him after, tif 
he ſaw the Body at the White-houſe, or m Hartſhorg- 
Lane, when it was brought home ? as that [_ afterward he 
erever ſaw him ALIVE. TheStreſs lyes upon the Word 
FALIVE;T] for Moor acknowledged upon the Examina- 
t10n above, that he had bcen to look for his Maſter 
abont Primrofe- Hill upon the Entormation of one Pax- 
ſoars, a Coach-maker, who told him that upon Saturday 


Alrang, Sir Edmund Atgd him the way thither ; Moor 


Declaring further, [That he was looking for him within 
a lirsle from the Place where the Body was found.) Now 
Conlidering the Diſtraction that Afoor, and the Reft 
of the Family were in, upon his Firſt going away; and 
taking Afor's Expreſlion along with it, that he had 
been Looksng for him about Thoſe Fields ; It muſt be Na- 
z:1ra/ly Vnderſtood, that he looked: for him in Ditches, 
and Retired Places ;, unleſs he ſhould think to find him 
2 G'r42777 among, the Cows,or the Sheep ;, a Day, Two,or 
"i hree attcr he was Miſſing : So that in All Likelyhood 
Adoor found the Body in the very Ditch, and Covers the 
Concealment under the Diſguiſe of Not having ſeen him 
Alive. 1lay no Streſs upon 'Ihis; but it way, or it 
may ot be, and no great matter which. 

There are Two Enformations of Mr. Cooper, and 
Mrs. Lecſon , that ſpeak to his I Humour of That 
Mormng. 


Ricard Tooper Depoſeth, That He this Enformant wel 
remembreth Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, and that he me 
4174 17 St. Martins Lane, going toward Newltreet, br- 
rew;at That and the Crown and Scepter ; and that Thi 


Enformant ſaluted him by bis Name ; and the Said Sir Ed- } 


mund 7eturiang the Civility to this Enformant, ſaying, 
Good Morrow, Mr. Cooper. This Enformant*s Sifter 
1:29 i C 07any mito him, and one James Lowen, Keep- 
& of Reiteld Park. |Tis was about Light a Clpck 

tv 
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the Morning ; but this Enfermant cannot Poſitively ſpeak. 


ro the Certain Day 3 only he faith, that he this Enformars 
did hear the day following, that the ſaid Sir Edmund was 
Miſſing, and aid not come-in All Night. 

And faith, That to the beſt of this Enformants Memory, 
the ſaid Sir Edmund was jr Black Cloths, Stockings, 
and Hat, and that he walked with his Cane Dangling be- 
fore him, and that the ſaid Sir Edmund, having been for- 
merly us*d to ſpeak Freely, ana Pleaſantly ro this Enfor- 
mant upon all Occaſions, this Enformant?s Siſter took notice 
of his Change of Humour, and that he ſpake Melancho- 
ly, «ud Diſcontented. 


1 


Mary Leeſon Depoſeth, That abont Eight a Clock 


in the Morning ( to the beſt of this Enformants Memory ) 
when Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was firſt miſſing from his 
Houſe, as this Enformdvt heard it reported : This Enfor- 
mant being in Company with Mr. Richard Cooper, and 
one Lowen, met the ſaid Str Edmund in St. Martins Lane 3 
He going up toward New-ltreet, and this Enformant go= 
ing toward the Strand, This Enformant telling the ſaid Mr. 
Cooper, 1 here comes Juſtice Godirey ; The jaid Mr. Coo- 
per Anſwering,So he does ; and Mr. Coopecr,when he cans 
up to him, ſaluting him ſaying, Good Morrow Sir Ed- 
mund ;, the ſaid Sir Edmund replying in- 4 Grave, Formal 
Way, Good Morrow Mr. Cooper : which gave this En 
j6rmant Occaſion to ſay, The Juſtice 1s Melancholy. Mr. 
Cooper replying, No, He 1s Studying. 


Mr. Yoſeph Radcliffe fpeaks to the Same Point alſo, 
and his Wife agrees with him in the ſac Thozeht, upon 
the Humour they obſerv*d him to be in, aboxt One of 
we Clock, the ſame Saturday. Sce the Enformation at 
Lage, cap. 18. | 
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I have Tbrce Other Depoſitions that ſpeak to the ſame 
Day, and to the ſame Purpoſe ; and with them I ſhall 
Conclude This Chapter. 


Thomas Snell Depoſeth, That He this Enformant had 
no Perſonal Knowledge of Sir Edmundbury Godirey ; 
but that Living in Holborn , over againſt Turn-Style, 
be hath ſeen a Perſon often paſſing by hus Houſe into the 
Red-Lyon-Fields, and hath been told Several Times (but 
by whom this Enformant doth not remember ) that the ſaid 
Perſon was Sir Edmundbury Godfrey. 

He faith further, That upon the Day ( as he Remems- 
breth and Believeth ) whereon Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 
was firſt miſſing, he ſaw ( about Noon as he remembreth) 
the ſame Perſon ( as he verily believeth ) which he had for- 
zmerly been told was Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, paſs by 
the Houſe of This Enformant, wto Red-Lyon-Fields. 

And further, That hearing afterward that the Body 
of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was found, This Enfor- 
mant ReileCted upon the Perſon that he had ſeen as above- 
faid; and upon the Melancholique Appearance of him, 
a he paſs'd by This Enformants Houſe at the Time 
aforeſaid. | 


Thomas Gyundy Depoſeth, That He This Enformant 
walking out towards Hampltead, in Company with Mr. 
Huyſman a Painter, upon the Saturday when Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfrey was firſt miſſing; being ( to the 
beſt of This Enformants Memory) the 12th of Octo- 
ber, 1678. He This Enformant about Two or Three in 
the Afternoon of the Day aforeſaid, ( as he remembreth) 
Secing a Tall Perſon walking alone, towards the White- 
Houſe ear Prumrof:-Hill, He this Enformant ſaid to 
Mr. Huyimn:-, t5re goes Dr. Berwick z But this En- 
formant obfo; 11:4 im fiir ther, told the [aid Myr. Huyl- 
man, that jt was n9t WWVICK ; bat wondring 4 little 
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with himſelf, to ſee a Perſon alone thereabouts, This En- 
formant having often taken that Walk, but very rarely ſee- 
ing any Body thereabouts before : This Enformant followed 
him in the ſame way, at the matter of Twenty Yards di- 
ſtance, for near a Quarter of a Mile ; and obſerved, 
that bis Stockings were a kind of a Ruſty Black. aud 
bis Shoes ſeemed t9 be Old, and hw Coat of a Dark-Co- 
lour'd Mixed Chamblet ( as this Enformant Remem- 
breth. ) 

| And further, That this Enformant going to take the 
* ſame Walk, ſome Days after, and going by So-ho, this 
> Enformant was there told the Firſt News he had heard of 
* & Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, being found Murther'd wpou 
Primrote-Hill. Upon which, this Enformant refleted on 
| the Perſon that he had taken upon the Saturday for Dr.Bar- 
wick,and concluded within himfelf.that the Perſon whom he 
| firſt took for Dr. Barwick, was Sir E. Godfrey. This Enfor- 
mant kyowing Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, and remem- 
bring that he had ſeen him jn ſuch a Colour'd Coat z 
| which Struck this Enformant with an Apprehenſion as he 
| Declar'd to Several Others, that the ſaid Sir Edmuud hay 
{ laid Uiolent Hands upon Himſelf, 


{ James Huyſman Depoſeth, That he this Enformant 

hearing that the- Body-of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
jound, at, or near Primroſe Hill ; and that the ſaid Sir 
Edmund had been miſſing ever ſince the Saturday before; 
This Enformant reflefted.upon it, that he had ſeen a Per- 
ſon in a very Melancholique Poſture, and way of Walk- 
Ing, near the ſaid Place, pox the Day when Sir Edmund 
was reported to have been firſt miſſing; And (as this En- 
tormant remembreth) it was betwixt Two and Three 
that Afternoon. He was a Tall, ſlender Man, in 4 
Black or Dark Coat, which this Enformant took, to be 
Chamblet ; This Enformant wondring within himſclf to 


See a Perſon of his Appearance walking in ſo Loneſom 3 
Place, | And 
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And faith , That this Enformant ſpeaking with out 
Myr. Grundy, after the Body was found, about the ſaid 
Sir Edmund, the ſaid Mr. Grundy having been with this 
Enformant at the Time when they ſaw the ſaid Perſon that 
* above deſcribed He the ſaid Mr. Grundy, and This 
Enformant, Comparing the Perſon of the Man with the 
Circumitances of the Day, the Place, and the Appearing 
Sadneſs in the ſaid Perſons Gate and:\Niotion, did Joyntly 
Agree in an Appreheniion, that the Perſon above Deſcri- 
bed, and whom they had ſeen Together as aforeſaid, was 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey. And that this Enformant 
going afterward to the White-houſe, Asked the Woman 
of the Houſe, Whether Sir Edmunds Body had' been 
brought Thither, and if any Bloud came from it ; che 
ſaid Woman Anſwer'd This Enformant, that it was Laid 
there upon the 'Vable, end that the Bloud Dreyned from 
the Body into the Cellar ; and that Clots of Bloud were 
found about the Body, to the Beſt of This Enformants 
Memory, 
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CHAP. It 
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What Notice was fake it of Sir E. B. Godfrey's Me- 
lancholy before he went away from his Houſe 3 
And what Opinion, or Apprehenſion People had 


Concerning it. 


His Topique is the very Hinge of the Main Oue- 

A ſtion. There's a Great deal to be ſaid upon't 
And I ſhall rather Adventure to be thought Tediow, 
then to fall ſhort in any thing that's very Particular, 
and very Aaterial ; for it is not with ſach a Try 
a3 Ths, 1n 2 Book, -as it is with a Tryal at Bar in# 
| Cow 
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Court of Juſtice ;, Where All that's over and aboye a Le- 
al Competency of Witneſſes for Probity, and for Ni- 
ber, is Burdenſom and Superfluonz, and only {9 mui; 
Mony, or 1ime thrown away. Now I am not 1m This 
Place to contend with Kules, and Forms of Law and 
Equity ; but Common Famz iits Fudge of the Controver- 
fie, while Reaſon is ro be Try'd by Noiſe, and Prejudice. 
So that I mit, both in Veceſſity,and in Diſcretion, make 
uſe of All Honeſt Aid: to my Advantage, though I prove 
the ſame thing over and over again, by Twenty ſeveral 
Hands, in as many ſeveral Ways ;, and fo, as to leave no 
Place for Prepoſſcſſion : For when Men of Al! Sorts and 
Conditions; Men of Several Qualities and Per fuaſions ; 
And Menof Credit, in fine, of what Tudgment foever 3 
When A Theſe, I ſay, ſhall agree, as with One Voice, 

tothe [ruth of what I deliver ; I have no more to Ack , 
but the Readers Patience for a Candid Report of the 
Fatt ; and Every Man then 1s at Laberty to make his 
Own Inference : We jhall now Begin our Remargires upon 
the Eve to That Fatal Saturday betore mentioned. 


Mr. Richard Uheeler of Sr. Martins in the Fields, 
Depoſeth, That upon Friday, Octoner 11. 16758. being 
| at a Veſtry in St. Martins, Sir E. B. Godfrey, who was 
6. f0monly the Moath of the Bord, fate Leaning, with 
| Us Face upon his Hand, without a Word ſpeaking, ſaving 
that he once Lifted up his Head, and Uttered Theſe, or the 
like Words [. That will not do. ] Captain Bridal being 
there preſcnt : That the Company Adjourn'd from thence to 
« Tayern, where, upon Diſcourſe of Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey, it was Agreed, that he; Was nor, or had mot 
been Well ; his Conntenance, 4nd Behaviour being very 

| ?uch Alter'd: 
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Mr. Joſeph Radcliffe gives an Account of a Hu- 
mour of his at Mr. Weldens in York-Buildings, That 
very Night after the riſing of the Veſtry. See It at 
large, Cap. 18, 


Mr. Edward Birthy Depoſeth, That about Fonr or 
Five in the Afternoon 'of the Friday Next before the 
cac:urday that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Firſt Mil- 
ſing. This Enformant , with his Wife, and Another 
Perſon ſince Dead, going to Croſs the Street from the 
Red-Lyon-Inn #2 Drury-Lane, jaw Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey walking down Drury-Lane to the Strand- 
ward, Cloſe by the ſide of the Kennel, looking ſtill upor 
29e Ground, ſeeming to be Extremely Penſive, and Me- 
lancholique. 

And that as This Enformant was juſt abont to Paſs the 
Kennel, He this Enformant with his Company ſtopt, till Sir 
Edmund might go by, who happened to be Paſſing, juſt at. 
That Place ; this Enformant ſaluting him with his Hat ; 
a: being very well known to him : Whererpon, the ſaid 
Sir Edmund made very itrange, and a ſudden Pauſe, 
Setting one Foot.forward with 4 ſtamp, Catching hold 
of the Brims of his Hat, as 1f he were to look at 
ſomething, and ſtar'd this Enformant in the Face a 
while, without a Word ſpeaking: Thi Enformant and 
the Company Paſſing by him while he ſtood in this Poſture, 
and ſo continued a little while after , This Enformant ob- 
ferving the ſaid Sir Edmund to continue his Courſe by the 
fide of the Kennel, ?till This Enformant and hu Compa- 
ny werit out of the Lane into a Little Alley, a good Way 
from thence, This Enformant telling his Company there- 
fon, This is Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ; This looks 
itrangely ; Pray God Bleſ him, or to that Effet. This 
Enformant beins at that Time much Troubled to ſee him 11 


ſuc 
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{uch a Diſorder 3 and the Company at That Time making 
che ſame Reflexion por 1t. 


Mary Gibbong, Jnr, Depoſeth, That Judith Pam- 
phlin (who hved in the Houſe with Sir Edmundbury God- 
frey) told this Enformant, that Sir Edmund was the 
moſt Melancholique, Alter'd Man of Late that could be ; 
and how upon the Day before he was Miſſing, he brought 
down, in a Great Diſcontent, as many Papers as (he 
thought would full her Apron, and threw them into the 
Fire, 


Mrs. Gibbons, the other, faith alſo, That Ars. 
Pamphlin rold her, that Sir Edmund had beer Jo very Dif. 
contented, ard ont of his Ordinary 1emper of Late.,that 
he Quarrel'd with hes very Band : Saying further, That 
the ſaid Sir Edmund was in ſo great a Diſorder the Fri- 
day Night before he went away, that he Tumbled over 
bis Drawers, and Trunks, and burnt as many Papers as 
her Apron would hold. 


To paſs a ſhort Reflexion now upon the Matters 
above ; His Diſorder at the Veſtry was Manifeſt ; The 
Wildneſs of his Diſcourſe, and Attions ar Weldens, ſeem'd 
to Point D;reftly at what Follow'd. His Behaviour in 
Drury-Lane was as Freakiſh as any of the Reſt; and as 
much Wondred at, by Thoſe that were meer Stran- 
gers to him It muſt be Somewhat Extraordinary too, 
the Account that Pamphlia gives of Burning his Papers. 
And 1t was as Extravagant Perhaps as any thing elſe ; 
11S odd manner of coming to my Lay Prats Thar 
Day, and behaving himſelf at arate, to put the whole 
Company in Amazement. This was the Ation of Fr t- 
day: But now to look further back a little: 
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Mr. Thomas Wynell Depoſeth, That having many 
Occaſions of Bugneſs with Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, as 
well at the Enformants Houſe at Cranbrook 7 Eſſex, 
as at the Houſe of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, i Harts- 
horn-1l ane in the Strand : He this Enformant took Notice 
many Times that Sir Edmund was very much Diſorder d 
and Trovblcd ia his Mind ; and particularly, ſome T'wo 
or Three Days before this laſt Appointment, (2. e. of 
Dining together that Saturday.) Jaſomuch, that this 
Fnformant did often Reaſon the Matter with tne ſaid Sir 
Edmund ; 4nd fc all the Means, and Arguments he could, 
9 remove that Extreme Sadneſs, and Melancholy that he 
Labour d Unacr. The faid Sir Edmund ſtill perſiſting in 
That Diſconſalate Temper «of Mind ; and often expreſ- 
ſrag the Deep Senſe he had of the Unhappineſs of his Con- 
dition, and that he had not Long to Live. 


43, 

Captain Thomas Gitbon Depoſeth, that about Ten of 
the Clack i the Morning, pon the Thurſday before Sir 
F.B. Godfrey left his Houſe, the ſaid Sir Edmund having 
ſent for the Wife of this Enformant, who conld not at that 
Time leave her ſick Mother : Fle this Enformant went int0 
Harts-horn-Lane, to the {aid Sir Edmnnd, whom he fornd 
by his Dreſs, Looks, and Actions, to be in great Difſor- 
der. And this Enformant finding his Company Unealle to 
the ſaid Sir Edmund, ſoon took_b1s Leave, and returning 
fore 10 his Wife, he this Enformant told ber his Thoughts 
vj Sir Edmund ; Expreſſias Great Trouble for his Con- 
Qition, te faid Sir Edmund being This Enformants Par- 
Lcular Friend. 


Airy Fibhons, the Daughter of the Captain above- 
nan”d, 1>expoſfeth, That ſome Few Days before Sir Ed- 
mun was Milling, tte Father of This Enformant to!d 
Ler, that be had becu to Vifft Sir Edmundbury Godfrey: 


45/5 
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#nd that he found him in ſo great Diſorder, that he was 


affraid he would make ſome Attempt upon Himſelf, as TOY 

his Father had done. Rn | 
Mary, the Wite of Captain Thomas Gibbons, Depo- 4h x 

ſeth as above, and tells of a Remarkable Extravagance ata, wy. 


of Sir Godfrey, at her Houſe the Tueſday was Semght WECTET: | 
before he went away, of which we ſhall ſpcak more MIT} 
particularly in the Laſt Chapter of T his Book. 


em el ac 
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What Opinion or Apprehenſion had Sir Fdmund- 
bury Godfrey Himſelf of his Melancholy before 
he went away? And what was it that made hin 


uſe That Expreſſzon ſo often, 1 (hall be the Firſt 
Martyr 5 Or, I ſhall not Live Long. 


Ary Gibhon, Senor, Depoſeth, That ſhe obſerved 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey very Sad and Pentive, 
ſome time before his Death ; and that the ſaid Sir Edmund 
hath lamented his Condition to this Enformant, ſayiag,[Oh ! 
Cozen, I do inherit my Fathers Deep Melancholy - 
I cannot get it off. I;have taken away a great many 
Ounces of Blond, bnt 1 cannot get the Victory. Theſe 
Words, or Words to this effe&t, the ſaid Sir Edmund hath 

 Jpoken very many times, ſaying, I am beſt Alone ; I can- 
not get off This Melancholy ; and the Like Expreſ- 
frons. 

And ſays, that not long before his Death, he being Ill, 
ſent for her to make bim ſome Jelly, and that 2 Day or Two 

/ after, ſhe going to Viſit him, ſhe found him drinkiag Whey 

#thBrown Bread i it ; and then ſhe ſaid to him, Sir, 

N 3 ] 
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I make Jelly for yon one Day, and you Drink Whey 
another. Oh Cozen ( ſaith he ) throwing the Pot one 
way, and the Spoon Another) My Fathers Dark Me- 
lancholy hath Seized me; It is Hereditary, and I can 


not get It out of me. 


Mary Ethbons the Yorger Depoſeth, That this En- 
formant hath heard Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, zot long 
before his Death, ſay, that He Inherited his Fathers Me- 
lancholy, ard that he had been let Blond, but it did him 
70 Good. | WT 

Wiliam Church of the Inner: Temple, Gent, Depoſeth, 
That this Entormant was very well acquainted with Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfrey for many Years before he Dy'd. And 
that the ſaid Sir Edmund coming often to Richmond, had 
Loagings there within Four &r Five Doors of the Houſe of 
this Enformant ; where this Enformant obſerv*d him to walk 
much Alone, and to Shure the Company of the Gentry 
thereabouts : And this Enformant taking Notice that the ſaid 
Sir Edmund 4id uſually exerciſe himſelf upon the Bowling- 
Green with Ordinary Company ; ſomet;mes with Mr. 
Gofton's Footman ; at other Times, with the Man that 
helps to Roll, and Make the Ground : And this Enfor- 
mait meeting him, did ask_ him the Reaſon, Why he did 
not afford this Enformant, and the Gentry of the 
Town his Converſation, but. kept Company with 
Footmen and Ordinary Fellows, which were a Scan- 
dal to him. 7o which the ſaid Sir Edmund Reply'd, That 
Company was very Irkſom ro him ; That he BowPd and 
Exercis'd with thoſe mean People, that he might run up 
and down, and do what he would, to divert Melancholy, 
for he was fo Dverpower d with NDelancholy, that his Life 
was very Uinealie aud Burdenſom 70 h1im. 

The Subſtance of the Enformation above, hath. run much 
in the Mind of this Enformant, and he hath upon ſeucral 


Occeafions, and for ſeveral Tears paſt, in Publigue F{aces 
= | | | viaat 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey QUrnfolded. 193 
made the ſame Obſervations ; and ſpoke to the ſame effect, 


of what he here Delivers, Theſe Expreſſions of the ſaid 9-0} 
Sir Edmund (to the Beſt of this Enformants Memory ) were M 
about a Year before he Dy*d. [900 of 
. "$840k 
T ſhall Force Nothing beyond the Genuine Signification UT 
and Import of Words, and Aftions, in the Simplicity of WS6094 
their Meaning. Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was too well "ANTS 
acquainted with the Diſmal State and Effects of his Fa- SEES T! 
thers Melancholy, to lay ſuch an Emphaſis upon his Own, EE T\d, 
as {till to call it Hereditary ; and at the ſame time, nor Fs! i" 
to have Other Apprehenſions about him then the Fear of 7:1 
being Mwrther*d by the Papiſts, There were No Tongs, 4 9}! 1 's 
nor Otes's in his Fathers Days; No Whole-ſale Narrative Ce L624 iy | 
men to deal for Treaſon by the Groſs; and yet ſo often as 44 00 x 
he found himſelf in any Extraordinary Diſtreſs, and WET; 
Anguiſh of Thought, It was ſtill -is Fathers Melancholy, * 4. \ ” 
that he Jnherited; 1 hat Dark Melancholy, as he calls II 
It; and nothing but the /aſ/arce of his Fathers Melan- * <9) i; ; 
choly would ſerve him for the 1lliſtration of his ©wn. 1 . 
This was ſure a very Unhappy Preſident, for him to 9 $4 g, 
Copy out the Reſemblance of his Own Diſtemper by ; for WP ETN 
I find it Aſſerted upon Oarh, by Mrs. Gibbon ( and No 406 45, 1Þ 
Body knew the Family Better) that the Father of This it EM 
Miſerable Gentleman (though otherwiſe a very Good WIKE, 
Man) was ſo Overcome with Melancholy, that he at- EN bt)! 
tempted ſeveral Times to kill Himſelf ; that the had ſeen os! $) 
him Boxnd in his Bed;, and that in One Fit of Diſtra- ITE I4H4 
Hon, he wounded three of his Children, almoſt mortally, pr ffF beta 
with a Cleaver. This, in Subſtance, 1s Confirm'd by ; 540 6230 
many Others; And I conld carry it further, but it is WT ak 
a Calamity to be Compaſſioaated; and even This alone af Wis 
would have been too much, if the Neceſſity of the Caſe bf Pg | 
and of the Argument had not Required it. He fays., A dS gs 
He was affraid of bis Fathers Melancholy ; and this is 40k hk 
only to ſhe what kind of Melancholy it was that he was wk! 
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184 The Myſtery of the Death 
afraid of. Harry Moor, the Clark, ſpeaks of the Fa- 
ther to the ſame effett. 

To bring my Matters Now a little Nearer. If it 
be True, that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey Dy'd a violent 


Death; and Certain, that He was K3lPd, either by: 


ome body clte, or by Eimſelf ; If No Atimoſity Pri- 
vate, Or Publique, a7pear'd to make it either a Perſ9- 
nal Act, or the Malice of a Conſpiracy: Nay, and that 
the Gentleman was. Manifejtly a Friend to That Party, 
which the Fat#0;z would periwade the World he had 
fo much reaſon to be affraid of ; it will be as hard to 
belicve at Lall,, that This Gentleman Dy'd by the 
Hanus of Papiſts, as that he Dy*d the Sowrerſet- Houſe- 
tay; which 1s as Jmpoſſible to be True, as that Fire 
and I,/atcr ſhould Joya in one and the ſame Body, to 
oma and Burr the World, Both at Once. 

| ſhall Leave it now to the Reader to Conlider,that if 

he did not Dye by Other Hands, he Dy'd by his Dwn ; 


and if there was No Likelyhood at all, of his being Cut 


oft by the Papiſts, whether there was any Ground or 
Net, to fear he might. be Deſtroy*d by his Melancholy. 
Or ia fine; Since of Meceſſity it muſt be Ore of the 
10 ; Whaher of the-Two was yet the more Probable. 
Bur Pcople are ſtill at a Lofs, they ſay, how to bring 
him of trom That Ordizary Ejaculation of his, that 
upon all Diſcourſes of 'his Vneaſineſs and Trouble of 
*7i:d, was 1till the Burthen of the Song. Mr. Ko- 
bi:{:2 (afterward -Sir Thomas) gave Evidence | as l 
have Noted } at Greens Tryal, of a Diſcourſe he had 
with Sir Ed-madbury Godfrey, and of Sir Edmunas 


ſpeaking Theſe Words to him : | Upon my Conſcience 


7 believe T ſhall be the firſt Martyr, Tryal, pa. 14. ) IN 
ſhort, Nr. Wyunel, Captain Gibbons ; his Wife; and 
iazchter, Coll. Welden, ( and indeed who Not). have 
heard him ſpeak Many and Many a Time to the ſame 
Eftect, Now *tis a -Strange Thing, if he _ 
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himſelf in Danger from the Papiſts, that he ſhould ne- 
ver fo much as Mertion This but to Otes; Whoſe very 
Oath in the Affirmative; Blaſts the Credit of the thing 
he Swore to : Eſpecially, as It was Hook'd in to ſerve 
the Turn of his Plot. A man might very well Con- 
tent himſelf, after what is ſaid Allready upon the 
Ambiguity of "Lhis Expreſſion, and the Weakneſs of 
laying more Weigit upon't then *twould bear ; to Paſs 
over the' Queſtion without any more ado. But yet 
though 1t may ſeem a Thing Wholly Friolows, to Rea- 
ſon upon, there is ſomewhat in it however, upon the 
Point of Curioſity, that may Deſerve a Place in This 
Account of 'I hings , though but for Common Satiſ- 
fattion. | 

Upon taking Tongs and Oteses Depoſitions, upon 
Sept. 28. 1678. (though very Unwillingly, as appears 
over and over Already ) Sir Coefrcy refletcd vpon it, 
that he had made No Formal Diſcovery of the Pretend- 
ed Treaſon; and finding now that the Busneſs was 
come to be Publique : the Matter being then brought 
before the Councel, he came to be Every day more and 
more Senfible of the Danger of the Miſprifion, and 


not without Several iis, by the By, that he was 


like. to be calPd to an Accornt fort, There being near 
a Month Paſt, from his Firſt Eaformation, Sept.6. with- 
out any Regular, or Effectu:l Notification of the Matter : 
And he was the More Fr12::en'd upon it, for the Di/- 
ſervice that he did to the Deſign of making a Plot ont : 
tor he ever Believ”d one Word of the Story; and told 
All People as much, where he thought he might Safe- 
 Iy Declare Himſelf. So that the Martyrdom he fear'd, 
was the being made a Szcrifce to the Fation, He 


vas Sufficiently Senſible how Greedily the ultituae ſwal- 


low?d This Fait of a Plot ; what Laboxr was ugd to 
make a Parliament Cafe on't : And how Heartily Du1- 
pogd the Majority, even of That Parliament, were, to 
| En- 
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196 The Myſtery of the Death 
Entertain All Colourable Suggeſtions, under ſo Popular 
a Pretence, Ir muſt be added now, that This Terrible 
Parliament it Self was to meet upon the 21th of That 
October : So that Sir Edmund had but a Matter of 
Thrce Wecks Time to Conſider on't. There was an Vn- 
lucky Circumſtance More too, in the Kings going to 
New-market upon the Second of That Oftober When 
the Fattiou had FEffettrally the Shuſfling, Cutting, and 
Dealing of their own Game; and All things working 
toward a Common Knmme, 1 here never was a Concur- 
rence Of more Critical, and Mortal Accidents toward 
the Rune of One Poor Fuſtice of Peace, then met upon 
T hz Single Occaſion; Adding to All the Reſt an Here: 
Ditary, and an J:ſeparable Melancholy to Worknpon ; a 
Atclancholy that he Complain'd of long before Theſe 
Depoſitions came into the Worl; as 1s Set forth already 
in the Depoſitions of Mr. Church : But upon the Whole 
Mattcr, however, the Laſt day of his Life was the 
1 219 of October : The 15th Day from the bringing of 
the Plyt before the King and Council; and the gth from 
the Mceting of the Parhament, 

This was the Pinch of his Condition; His Caſe lay 


Open to the Worſt of Conſtruftions, and he was 10- 


raly Sure that his Enemics would make the moſt of any 
Advantage againſt him. The Man was No Fool; and 
tits Head 25 viell as his Humour, lay for Praftice and 
BriPreſs : fnd who knows if he had Liv*d ?till the 
Alettiros of the Parliament, Whether he ſhould not 
have been brought In as a Party to the Conſpiracy, ra- 
ther then for a Bare AMiſpriſion ? For his Royal High- 
neſs vas made the” Caſa ſme qua non, of the Plot it 
ſelf; and the Communicating of Theſe Enformations tO 


. the Duke of 7k, would never have been Forgiver 


him. To Conclude, if he had Surviv?d, he ſhould, 
in Ail Likelyhocd, have Suffer'd the Law as a Popiſh 
d raytor ; Whereas , by This Inervening Diſappoint- 


ent, 
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ment, he has paſs'd now theſe ſeveral years, for a 
Proteſtant Martyr ; So that in Truth, the Parliament 
were the Papiſts that He Fear'd; which agrees with 
an Enformation above-mentioned of Mrs. Gibbon, De- 
liver'd upon Oath, to a Secretary of State, long before 
ever I ſaw the Face of her, Sec the Particulars of This 
Relation, Cap. 20. 


Mr. VWyzzel Depoſes as Follows ; That going toward 
Ar. Goodwins ( a Counncellor at Law ) with Sir E.B. 
Godirey, about the Time of the Lords Commitment to 
the Tower ; The Enformant was telling Sir Edmund, 
that the Lords could not be ſuch Fools as tro Think of 
ſuch a Thing ; or: What Power had the Pope, in ſuch 
or Sch a Caſe? Sir Edmund Replying, No ; He has 
None : The Lords areas Innocent as You orl : Cole- 
man w1ll Dye ; but not the Lords. To which This En- 
formant ſaid, It fo, Where are we then ? Sir Edmund 
Replying, Otes #5 Sworn, azd is Perjur'd, Thi Enfor- 
mant bad him then Speak the Truth, and tell the Mean- 
Ing ot, [| Why ( /ays Sir Edmund )) Conſults about 
s Toleration ; Nothing againſt the King ; but there is 
a Delign «por the Duke of York; and This will come 19 
a Diſpute among them. You may Live to ſee an End 
ont, but I ſhall not. 

Mr. Wynnel ſays further ; That upon his asung Sir E 
B. Godfrey ſome time why he was fy Melancholy ; his 
Anſwer has been, that he was Maſter of a Dangerous 
Secret, that would be Fatal to him: That his Security 
Tas Otes's Depolition, that he the ſaid Otes had firit 
Declar'd it to a Publique Diniſter : 4-4 .21y. That 
he came to Sir Edmund by His Direction. 

| could add More Inſti aces, but This is a Redun- 
dance purely Superogatory ; for the Caſe is Clear with- 
Out 1t, 
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33 The Myſtery of the Death 


CHAP: V. 
What did Sir Edmundbury Godtrey's Friends, 


Relations, Servants and Acquaintance think was 
become of him, from the time of his going away, 
to the Time when the Body was found 2 


Ichard Adams Senior of Lincolns Inne, Eſquire, 
Depoſeth; Octob. 4. 168g. That upon the Satur- 

day Morning, betwixt Six and Seven, being the Day 
(as be conceives) Whereupon Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 
was firſt Miſſing ; *He Thi Enformant went to the Houſe 
of the ſaid Sir Edmund, and Enquiring for him, received 
Anſwer, from ſome of the Houſe , that he was gone a- 
broad Early in the Morning: and ſo This Enformant 
went from Thence to Weſtminſter, from whence he Re- 
riernd, and cald at the Houſe of the ſaid Sir Edmund 
zoward Eleven the ſame Day, and Enquiring for Sir Ed- 
mund 4gain, the People of the Houſe ſeem'd to be in 
Great Conſternation ; which gave Occaſion to This En- 
formant to Enquire what the Matter was, receiving for 
Anſwer, that they had Cauſe to fear that he was 


made away. 


Mr. Thomas UWynell Depoſeth ; that having been In- 
timately acquainted with Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, the 
faid Sir Edmund made a propoſal to This Enformant (4 
01 the behalf of a Friend ) for the buying of ſome houſes 
of this Enfarmants in Brewers Yard : And they proceed- 
ed fo far upon the Agreement, that they —— them- 
ſelves, by Conſent, to Mr. Goodwin a Councellor at Lam, 
then living near the Temple-Gate, to draw up the Con- 
veyance between them : and appointed to Dine together 


#t oe Collonel Welden's i York-Buildings, 0 the Sa- 
turday 


- 


bs re. ra at AE hed 
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turday the 12. of October 16 78. To the beſt of This 
Enformants Memory ; Imending, after Dinner, to go ro 
Comncil together to finiſh the Writings. 

This Enformant ſaith further , that coming to the Place 
and not finding Sir Edmundbury Godfrey there, he deſired 
Collonel Welden to ſend his Servant to his houſe for 
him ;, it being then paſt Twelve a Clock at Noon. The 
Servant went to call the ſaid Sir Edmund, and brought 
word back that he was not at home: After which, this 
Enformant ſtaid for ſome time Expetting him ; and ther 
told Welden that he would go himſelf to his houſe, Whes 
ther this Enformant went accordingly. 

And ſaith further, that he This Enformant coming to- 


wards the Door of the houſe, ſaw the Maid-Scrvant of 


the Houſe (an Elderly Tall Perſon) Leaning por the 
Rail without the Door : and the Man-Servant (which he 
took to be his Clerk, and hs Name, Moor ) Leaning 
againſt the Door-Polt : And both of them appearing to 
The: Enformant ſad, and ſurpriz'd. 

This Enformaut did then Demand of them where their 
Maſter was ; or - whether he mas at home or No? To 
which they, or one of them made Anſwer , that he was 


£077E OHt about LWOo hours bef OYe ; This Enformant askinT 


them whether he was gone, it was - Arſwered, that they 
cortld not tell : Whereupon, This Enformant ſaid to them, 
Your Maſter Promiſed to Dine with me to Day at Collo- 
nel Welden's, Wil! he not be There, think Te? To which 
the Man replyed, Truly he could not tell. _ This the 
Enformant bad the Servant tell his Maſter when he came 
in, that he was gone to Collonel Welden's, and Expetted 
him There, according to his appointment. To which the 
Man Anſwered, Ay Sir, when I fee him,ſo I will. There 
appear'd to This Deponent ſo much Diſorder in their Coun- 
tenances ; Their Manner of ſpeaking, and their Beha- 
viour, that it made an Impreſſion of Heavineſs por: 


him, 
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I90 The Myſtery of the Death 
Herenpon the Enformant went his way, and wn leſs then 
an hour reiurnd to Welden's, and told him he could not 
find him, and they had beſt go to Dinner ;, for they ſaid 
he was gone ont, and No body knew where he was. 
Sir Edmund's Clerk remembers Mr, WynePs Enqui- 
ring for his Maſter, as above. 


Mr. Thomas Burdet Depoſeth, "That He This En- 
formaiit hath often heard Mr. Thomas Wynell /peak of 
the very Great Melancholy, and Diſorder of Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfrey for ſome ſhort time before he left 
his Houſe ; and particularly, that upon the very Morning 
tat Sir Edmund went away, Mr. Wynell calling at his 
Houſe, {aw a Servant, or Servants of the ſaid Family, mn 
a very fad, and Diſconſolate Appearance, at the ſaid 
Sir Edmund's Door, which gave Mr. Wyneil an Ap- 
preheniion, as if ſome Great Miſchief had BetalPn the 
faid Sir Edmund. 


Mary Gibbon the Elder Depoſerh, That upon the Sun- 
day, the Day after Sir Edmundbury Godfrey went from 
his Houſe, Mrs. Pampillin came to This Enformant, and 
Weeping, asked her where Sir Edmund was. 

Upon Monday (the Day foilowing) the Two Brothers 
of the ſaid Sir Edmund came to This Enformant”s Houſe, 
and Enquired for their Brother ; tellizg her , that he 
din'd with her the Day before, and lay there all Night. 
Mr. Michael Godfrey ſaying, I am ſure he is here; 
This Enformant Declaring that he was Not ;, and why 
ſhould ſhe deny it, if it were Otherwiſe? The Brother 
herenpon ask*d This Enformant when ſhe ſaw him, and 
what Diſcourſe they had ? ſo This Enformaat told them 
of his Locking himſelf up, ard of bis Diſcourſe ; and 
how much he was out of Humour: Upon the Hearing 
whereof, Mr. Michael fell ro ſtamping, and Crying-ont, 
D Low! We are Ruin'd, What ſhall ve do k q he 

012148 
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Brother Benjamin lifting up his eyes ; Wringing his th: 
Hands; and breakgng out into Exclamations: What _— 10} | 
will become of us! This Enformant ahed them then anal 
what the Matter was ! they ſaid [ Nothing.) But they [Eos 
ſaid he was not at Church, and ſo they thought he might v1 
have been with Her, telling This Enformant alſo that ſe RY 
ſhould hear More. Kit 
Henry Moo! Depoſeth, That his Maſter not Coming be, 
home That Saturday Night, he went Early the Next day, BL WA 
being Sunday Morning, to the Houſe of Mr. Michael MEET! 
Godfrey, to acquaint him with his Maſters Abſence REN 
whereupon the ſaid Mr. Godfrey brake out into This Ex- # A Fo 
preſſion + | God have Mercy upon us ; I pray God we UL Fer hl 
hear good News of him. ]_ | if "7 te 
THE #;7 
Let any Man Conſider now, upon what Apprehen- 40.2 
ſion it was that the Brothers ſhould be ſo Tranſported ADORE t 
upon the Story of This Extravagance of the ſaid Sir [> + 
Edmund. It will not be ſaid, I hope, that This Wild we 6:49 
Behaviour of his was a Symptom of any Danger he lay E314 
In from the Papiſts. : Fatt) 1 
"Mt, 
Mary Gibbon Junior Depoſeth, That ſome Day be- Wf-" os 
tmixt Sir Edmund's Leaving his Houſe, and the finding 6.4 $4 
of the Body, ſhe This Enformant ſaw the I wo Prothers i Mal boy! 
of Sir Edmund come into her Fathers Houſe ; but ſhe did j Fa "| 
rot hear their Diſcourſe : only This Enformants Mother F URAs 
told her afterwards, that upon ſome Diſcourſe with them of 5 b4 
the Strange Behaviour of their Brother a Maiter of Ten RED 
Days before, they brake out into Exclamations, Crying | WEE Rs | 
ot, they were Ruin'd ; What ſhould they do ! VVhat Pg Bing 
would become of them ! R-! {fi 
"ot MINS ih; 
Mary Gibbon Serior further Depoſeth, That on Tueſ- WF 1 "1g. 
dy Morning, the Enformant came to the Houſe of Sir 40 48 
Edmund 4 Tinh 
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Edmund, where ſbe found Mrs. Pamphlin Crying, and 
faying, We ſhall never ſce Sir Edmund More : And 
asking her what was become of him, ſhe jaid, ſhe durlt 


not truſt her. 
And further ſaith, That about a Fortnight after the 


Burial of Sir Edmund's Pody, rs. Pamphlin came to 
This Enformant, ſaying, It is a very fad thing thar [ 
ſhould not be examin'd about the Death of Sir Ed- 
mundoury Godfrey : Thu Enformant telling her, the ſaid 
Pamphlin ; If you do know how he came by his 

Death, and do a diſcover 1t, you will be Damn'd to 
All Eternity : The /aid Pamphlin replying to this Effet ; 
If his Clerk and I were Examin'd upon Oath, we 
could ſay a Great Deal, which I will not do Volun- 
tarily; but if I be put to my Oath, I will ſpeak 
what I know. The Clerk knows more then you can 
Imagin, This Enformant wrote down ſome Notes of what 


Ars. Pamphlin ſaid, which were Deliver'd (as this En- 
formant believeth ) either to the Lords Committees, or to 


the Earl of Shaftshury. This Enformant well Remem- 
breth, that Mr. Pamphlin took. Notice to ber of Sir Ed- 
mund”s being much out of Order ſome Weeks beforc 


his Death. 


Captain Thomas Gihlon Depoſeth, That apon the 
Mungay after Sir Edmundbur» Gor'f "cy went away, be 
went 70 Collone! Welde ns, and aiked | 11m wiat he thought 
of Sir Edmund ? Wheſe Anſw: & was, Þ Dare not tel 
pou my Thoughts ; for 1 have obſerv'a him to be 
much out of his Ordinar y Tezmncr. ever fince his 'y! 
amination of res : This Enformait rolling his Wife, what 
he had heard, at his Return. 

This Enformant went the Day ioliowing, h Sir Fd- 
mund's to know what News; where 441r5.Pamphlin jad, 
that She could not tell him, but bad him go.into the 
Kitchin, where the Clerk Was, and he won!d tell hn 
mor on Pi [4 


4s i... — Sd a W- 
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Mary Gibbon TFunior, Depoſeth, That after Sir 
Edmunds Dead kody was fornd, and that in the Time 
betwixt the Burial of the faid Sir Edmund, and the c0- 
ming in of Bedloe, aud Prance ; and before any News 
of a Diſcovery how he came by his Death ; the ſaid Pam- 
phlin, came tothe Houſe of This Enformants Father, and 
was ſaying, How fſirange a Thing it was that ſhe 
ſhould nor be examin'd ; For I vas warn'd ( faid fe) 
as well as Moor, and Curtis, and they were examin'd , 
and I was not - Pamphlin reling her this Enformant, 
that they were not willing ſhe thould appear ; /4c2z- 
ing, as this Enformant underſtood her, the Relations of 
Sir Edmund ; but the ſaid Pamphlin told this Enformant, 
that upon a Second Warning, they agreed riat ihe 
ſhould Appear ; but bad her {peak ſparingly ; and tel- 
ling her, that ſhe might ſafely ſwear, That the Pa- 
piſts had Purther d him. Thu Enformant was at twat 
Time waiting upon her Grandmother i her Death-Sick- 
neſs, who after the Departure of the ſaid Pamphlin, 


ſpake to the Enformant to thes effett, | Mrs. Pamphlin has 


made ſuch a Diſcourſe here.that I think you are bound 
in Conſcience to enform a Magiſtrate of it; for I am 
Confident Sir Edmund kilPd Himſelf. ] Thus Enformant 
Tuclinizg alſo to have ſomeJuſtice of the Peace acquaint- 
ed with it? 

And this Enformant well remembreth, that the ſaid Parn- 
phlin asked her, [If Sir Edmund has Murther?d him- 
felt, d'ye think he is damn'd ] which ſhe this Enfor- 


mant much wondered at ;, there being no occaſion given for 


ſuch a Queſtion : So that this Enformait ached the ſaid 


Pamphlin thereupon, Why dye ſay theſe Things to 
me ! You frighten me; If you know any thing your 
ſelf, you ought to diſcover it to the Next Magiſtrate. 
40 which the ſaid Pamphlin made Anſwer, Let Old Moor 
be examin'd with me, and Ile fay what I know ; for 

© I 
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194 The Myſtery of the Death 


[ have no reaſon to run my ſelf voluntarily into an 
Inconveniency - for you know I have a Dependency 
upon the Brothers, ( which this Enformant underſtood to 
be a Pcnſion) and I am loth to Anger them : But if I 
be compelPd, IFle ſpeak what I know. This Enformant 
reliing her again, That if ſhe knew any thing, ſhe might 
be examin'd in ſuch a manner, as it might appear a 
Force upon her : For there was. a Severity or a Perke- 
cution that lay heavy upon a Suffering People ; and 
ſhe did not know what Inconveniences might follow up- 
ON IL, 


Tedith Pamphlin Depoſeth, That ſoon after Sir Ed- 


dmundbury Godfrey's withdrawing from his Houſe, this 


Eaformant heard the Wite of Sir Edmund's Clark ſay, 
Oh! That evcr it ſhonld be faid that ſach a Man as Sir 
Edmund ſhould Murther Himſelf ! This being ſpoken ſome 


' Days before the Dead Body was found. 


William Fall, Gent. Depoſeth, That at the Time when 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Miſling from his Houſe, 
and to the beſt of this Enformants Memory, before the 
Dead Body of the ſaid. Sir Edmund was found ; the 
Two Brothers of the faid Sir Edmund, Merchants 
London, came ſeveral times to the Lord Chancellor Not- 
tingham”s Houſe in Queenſtreet, to ſpeak-. with his 
Lordſhip. 

And faith further, That the Enformant enquiring of 
is ſaid Brothers, what was become of Sir Edmund ? He 
i115 Enſormant apprehended by their Diſcourſe , that they 


vecre in ſome Apprehenſion that he had made Himſcll 


away. 


To fay Nothing of Mr. Grundy, Mr. Fuyſmas, 
Mr, Birtby, and Mr. Snelis Refiexions, as appears, Cx- 
prefly in their Erformations fo ſoon ag ever they heard 


the | 
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{10 >oay was fornd, upon the Aelancholigue Walk and 


Attions of the Perjons, the laſt Time they ſaw him. 


* . 
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CHAP, VI: 


What Endeauours were Oſed to lay the Death of © 


Str E.B. Godfrey apor the Papilts. 


Hey began early to lay the Foundation of this 
Impoſtire, by dealing it up and down among the 
People, that ſomewhere or other Sir Edmundbury God- 
frey was Murther'd by the Papiſts : But ſometime it was 
at One Houſe, ſometime at Another ; and they were as 
much Puzled at Firſt, with the Shifting of the Story 
from This Place to That, as Bedloe and Prance were af- 
terward, with the Removing of the Body ; but there 
was no Corfidence, or Induſtry wanting however to- 
ward Preparing the Multitude to ſwallow the Cheat : As 
will appear by the Following Enformations. 


Ms. Thomas Wynell Depoſeth, That enquiring of Mr. 
Welden for Sir E. B. Godfrey, on Saturday, early Af- 
ternoon , when Sir Edmund was firſt Miſſing 5 Ar: 
Welden looking tris Enformant it: the Face, ſaid to him, 
to this effett ; Ah! Mr. Wynell! You will never ſee him 
more. This Enformant hereupon demanded of him, W hat 
Ground he had to ſay ſo ? Adding withal, to this effet, 
You and I know very well that *tis a cominon thing for 
the ſaid Sir Edmund to go out in a Morning ſo ſoon as 
his Juſtice Bug neſs is over, and not come home till 
Night ; and no Apprehenſion all this while of any hurt 
to befall him. Why ſhould you be fo ſuſpicious then 
bf any 111, for Tws Hours Abſerice, and at this 
tne of the day ? UVato which the ſajd Welden made 

: () 3 Arnfipes, 
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196 The Myſtery of the Death 

Anſwer to this Purpofe ; To tell you the Truth, (ſay? 
17. Welden) His Brothers have been with me, and 
are jult now gone : And they ſay the Papiſts have been 
watching for him.a long time, and that now they are ,- 
very conhdent they have got him ; to which this Enfor- 


 mant objeticd, to this effett, Why ſhould the Papsſts do 


Him any Hurt ? He was never obſerv'd to be an Ene- 
my to them ; the ſaid VVelden Perliſting in the ſame Opi- 


71071 As UC efor C, 

This, Enformant ſaith moreover, That laying the 
Circumſtances together, of the Servants appearing at 
the Door, as if all were not well-in the Houſe ; The 
Diſcourſe of the {aid VVelden to this Enformant ; and a 
Remarkable Sadneſs which this Enformant obſerved Up- 
on the ſaid Sir Edmundbury GoCctrey, Two 902 Thice 
Days befo2e ; he ins Enformant was ſtruck. with an ex- 
traordinary Apprehenſion of ſome Fatal Diſaſter por 
him. 

This Enformant Finally faith, hat he hath often Diſ- 
courſed all the Particulars in This Payer mentioned, relating 
zo Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, from Time to Time, in ſex 
veral Companies, 


Mr. Thomas Burdet Depoſeth, That this Enformavt 
well remembreth, that Sir E. B. Godfrey and Mr. Wyzell 
were by Apporrtment to Dine together That Saturday, 
when Sir Edmundbury Godirey was ſaid to be firſt Mil- 
ing. Ad fuith, That ia an Afternoon about Two or 
Three of the Clock x, this Enformant met Mr, VVynell 
uot jar from G! cen-Lang, ia the Strand, who ſaid to tis 
? ms ranant, to this fect, What have your People 
Gong th Sir Edmn ndbury Godfrey? The Town ſays 


you have Maurther'd him: To which this Enformant 4 4 


2 red ſymcthins w ith Admiration, That he knew not 
what he meaur. which Mr. Wynell Replyed, That 


he had been at BY E, B, Godfrey's Houſe, and al 
Colne 
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Collonel Weldens, where they were to have Din'd ; and 
that it was a Report, that the News of Sir Edmmd's 
being Murther'd by the Papiſts, came from his Bro- 
thers. [his Enformant verily believes, that it was upon 
That Saturday when Sir Edmund was firſt Miſling, that 
This Enformant met Mr. VVynell ; the ſaid Mr. V\ynell 
ſpeaking of it as a thing newly told him: And this Enfor- 
mant having heard nothing of the ſaid Sir Edmund*s ha- 


ving Abſented himſelf, till (as above ) it was told him. 


% by Mr.NVynell. 


Richard Adams Depoſeth, Purſuant to the Diſ- 
courſe above, That he met the Earl, zow Marquis of 
Powis, at the End of Lombard-ſtreet, with whom the 
Enformant had ſome Diſcourſe ,, and ſeeing one Mr. Har- 
ri{on, Nephew to $i7 Edmundbury Godfrey, 04 the 
other fide of the Way ; He this Enformant beg g*d my Lords 
Pardon, to ſpeak, a Word to That Gentleman, to enquire 
concerning the Truth of 1 hat Report (Implying fome 
Preceding Diſcourſe of a Report.) IWherczpon This 
Enformant paſs*d over to Mr. Harriſon, enquiring of hin 
the Truth of the Report concerning Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey?s being murther'd ; who Replyed to this En- 
formant, That he doubted the Report was too True ; 
and that he was Murther'd by the Papiſts : Azad 
kerexpon this Enformant return'd to the ſaid Earl of Pow- 
is, and told him what he heard from the ſaid Mr. Har- 
rifon. 


Mr. Edward Birtby alſo Depoſeth, That «pon the 
Thurſday after Sir Edmundbury Godfrey went from his 
Houſe, this Eaformant went out of Town toward Leiceſter- 
fare, and came to North-Killworth in the Evening of the 
Day Followiag, where this Enformant being in Company 
Bit] oae Mr. Belgrave, and ſome others, about Nine or 
Zen at Night ; while they were there together, came @ 
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198 The Myſtery of the Death 

Letter to Mr. Belgrave, Dated the Day before, to the 
Beſt of This Enformants Memory, and was brought by the 
Harborough Poſt, 70 North Killworth, beg ſome Five 
Mile ont of the Poſt-Road. 

Ar. Belgrave read the Contents of the ſaid Letter to the 
Company, for ſo much as concern'd an Actount of the 
Death 4 Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ; ſaying Poſitively, 
ro the Beſt of this Enformants Memory, "That he was 


Murther'd by Papiſts. Whereupon , this Enforniant 
reflefted upon his having ſeen him in Drury-Lane, as afore- 


ſaid, and brake out into an Exclamation to thw effe&t, 1 


pray God he has not Murther'd himſelf ; for h look- 
ed upon the Friday before, as if he were really Diſtra: 
fed; 1his Enformant telling the ſaid C ompany the Story, 
45 it 15 above Related. Wberempon Mr. Belgrave obſer» d 
apon it, That if the Enformant had ſeen him ſo way 
and beard Nothing of it before he came out of Town, 
Hoped it was not True. 

This Enformant faith further, That he wondred at 


_ the Letters of Thurſday?s Poſt being brought that N ight ; 


for he never Remembred any Letters of I hat Poſt, in 
the Ordinary Courſe, to come to Killworth before $a- 
turday. 

And further faith, T bat this Enformant Travelling 
Two or Three Hundred Miles up and down the Country, 
before his. Return to London, foxnd the ſame Intelligence 
by the ſame Poſt in All Places where he came. 

And faith alſo, That the Letter before ſpoken of, ts 
Mr, Bclgrave, to the beſt of this Enformants Memory, 
came from a Brother of the ſaid Mr. Belgrave's in Lon- 
don, who liveth at Preſent ( as this Enformant beligveth ) 
ar Husbands Boſworth i Leiceſter-ſhire. 

The Reader will obſerve, I preſume, how quick 
they were in their Intelligence, and what Care was ta- 
ken to Change the very Courſe, and Method of the 
Pofr, to ſpread t ſo much the ſooner. , 

; y 
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Mr. Robert Whitehall Depoſeth, That por the Sunday 
8 Monday Next following the Saturday Whererporr 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Firſt Miſling ; being at 


Georges Coftee-houſe iz Freemans-yard,. 4 Conſidera- +» Pry 
ble Citizen told him This Enformant upon Diſcourſe, that "ke 4, 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Murther'd by the Pa- ht J 
pilts ; and that the Report came from his Brothers, or We: « i; 
One of them. 4 4 4 bit 
Mary Gibbons the Elder, Depoſcth, That 2 Mat- hg f 
ter of Two Days after Sir Edmunds Body was fonnd, "Y\20 
Two of his Relations, Mrs. H. and Mrs. P. came to This 9020 
Enformants Houſe, and told her, that he was Certainly 260k Of 
Murther'd at the Duke of Norfolks Houſe, for they M4 4.54 $f 
were all in Afourning; and there was a Mourning Coach WIE {! 
met in the Night, with Four Horſes coming from Prim- WER 
roſe-Hill, Mrs. H. deſired This Enformant to ſpeak Fa- BYPY 0 
vourably of Sir Edmund, ſaying, that This Entormant ABEP 
knew more of his Mind then any Body, &c. '$ Ta 
This Enformant went to Sir Edmunds Houſe 72 Hart 5- , mr [4 
horn-Lane the Next day, and having ſeen the Pody, Mr. | 'F (954 
H. athed This Enformant, If ſhe did not Now Eelieve WES; 
that the Papiſts had Murther'd him ? This Enformant Fig þ 41 
told her, That ſhe did not Believe it ; for to her This Wk! 
Enformants Knowledg , Sir Edmund had done many ph $10 
kindneſſes for ſome Papiſts, that had, Liv'd with her Lt! 


This En formant. 
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Mary Gibbons Junior Depoſeth, 7 hat upoa Talk of 
This Enformants Mothers coming to an Examination, ce 
Mrs. H. 4a Relation of Six Edmunds, deſired This En- 

 formant, that if her Aſother came to be Examined agai::, 
that there might be as little ſaid of Sir Edmnnd as co:u!d 
be, Whatever ſhe knew : Mrs. H. having ſzid before that 
Time, inthe Hearins of this Enformant, that Sir Edmund 
O 4 WAS 
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200 The Myſtery of the Death 
was Murther'd by the Papiſts; And that thry had greas 
Reaſon to Believe, that he was Murther'd in the Duke of 
Nor{clk's Houſe ; for the Duke of Norfolks Mourning 
Coach with White-Horſes, were Seen 19 come from Prim- 
roſe-Hill, the Saturday tat $ir Edmund was Miſ- 
{ing. 

And this Erformant waitea upon ner Mother, to one 
Mrs. G. the Tueſday before Sir Eqmunds Body was 
found, where 7s. G. ſaid, that Sir Edmund was Cer- 
tainly Murther*d by the Papiſts, They had a Splecn 
at him, and they had done 1t. 


Judith Pamphlin Depoſeth, That a Maid-Servant 
to a Relation of Sir Edmunds, wiſe Name was Jane 
( to this Enformaints Beſt Remembrance ) taking Notice 
tat this Enformant was to Aucnd a Committee, to be 
Examin'd about the ſaid Sir Edmund, ſhe the ſaid Ser- 
want ſaid unto this Enformant, You may ſafely Swear 
that the Papsyis Kill'd him. This Enformant replying, 
that ſhe would ot Swear to more then ſhe knew. 


Mr. Will;zzz Tollinfon Depoſeth, That coming to the 
Feathers at Charing-Crofs, oze Sunday Morning iz 
Cclober, 16758, to Drink, his Moraings Draught, the 
Enformant ſaw ſeveral of the Netghbourhood there, and 
giving them the Time of the Day, asked them what News ! 
To which ſome of the Company Reply'd, Here's brave 
News tor you Papiſts: Sir Edmwmabury. Godfrey went 
from his Houle yeſterday, and d:d not come home 
fait Night, ©c. And it was in All Peoples Months in 
That Quarter, that he was Murthcr*d by the Papiſts 
at Somerſet Houſe, 


Cantain Thomas Patilden Nepoſzeth, That being Al 


J. 


Afrs. Dukes Coftee-honſe, next ro Northumberland- 
5080 2bor Three or Four a Clock in the Afternoon, 


A 
(I's 
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on the Saturday when Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
firſt ſaid to be Miſſing from his Houſe, there was a Difſ- 
courſe 1a the ſaid Coftee-Houſe ro 11s Effect, That the 
[ajd Sir Edmund ſaid when he went owt in the Morning, 
that if he Liv*d, be world be at home again by One a 
Clock : but not being at that Time heard of, 1t was bes 
lieved that he was kilPd by the Papifts : This Enfor- 
mant doth not Rememyer Who they were that ſaid it, but 
well Remembreth, that he himſeif upon that Occafion asked 
the Company, lo what End the Papiſts ſhould Mur- 
ther him. To which, it was Reply'd by ſome of the 
Company, That it was ſo Belicv'd ; This Enformant 
thereupon Speaking to this Purpoſe, I am Confident if he 
be K1iPd, that it 1s cither by Thieves, or he has done 
it Himſelf. 

And further, That this Enformant being on the Thurſ- 
day following at Night the Coffee-honſe above-ſaid, 
News was brought up into the Coffee-Room, That Sir 
Edmundbury Godireys Body was found ; And that 
there were | wo Ven on Horſe-back Below, that had 
been at the finding of him : Wrherenpon, the Compeny 
went down into tbe Street, and this Enjormant among the 
Reſt , Serjeant Ramley beir:g One of the Compery : This 
Enformant then ſectng the 1 wo Horſemen above-menti- 
oned at the Door, Arked one of them, if he had found 
Sir Eamnmdbiury Godfrey's Body : and Where? Who 
Anſwered, Yes, at Primroſe-Hill. This Enformant 
asking further, iz what Place, and Poſture ? The faid 
Horſe-men making Anfwer, that trcy found him m 4 
Ditch, run through with his own $word, which ap- 
pear 'd a FHandfull out of His Back 5 mich his Head 
downward, ard his Heels upward ; And ( as they ſaid ) 
as if he had fall'n upon his own Sword. There were 
by this Time Crowds of People git about them, and upon 
the Horſe-man's Speaking the Words Laſt above-men- 
tioned, were wes a Muttering among the People, TI hat 
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Theſe are the Rogues that Murther*d him Them: 
ſelves, and would make People believe, that he did 


it himſelf. 


Mr. White the Coroner, was held in hand by Welden 
with the ſame Story of the Papiſts; Nay and with 6 
Particular a Note upon't, that the AcHoz was Preciſely 
laid between the Pall-Mall, and Arundel- Houſe, as ſhall 
be ſhewn by and By. But Once for All ; The Behef 
or D;ſ-belief of This Story was at This Time become 
Effeftually the Teft of a Proteſtant, or a Papiſt z and the 
Creait of it Promoted by All ways Imaginable By Re- 
ports, and Poſt-Letters, as appears by Mr. Birtby : By 
AMenaces, Promiſes and Extreme Cruelties, as in the 
Caſe of Mrs. Gibbons, Walters, Bromwell, Corall, Prance : 
And in one word ; All the Conſiderable Fayles of England 
were Crouded with Inſtances of this Kind. 


a 


CHAP. VI. 


How Matters were manag d while Sir E. B. God- 
frey was miſſing, toward- the finding out what 
was become of him. 


I] T was now Break of Day toward the Opening of a 
Parliament. Sir Edmund left his Houſe on the 1 2t! 
of October. The Body was found the 17th. and the Par- 
11ament to Meet on the 21th. A Popiſh Plot already 3 
foot, but ſo Weakly and Scandalouſly Supported, that no- 
thing could fall out more Opportunely to the Preſers 
Humour, and Purpoſe, then a Popiſh durther, or at 
icaſt a Popiſh Something elſe to Second it. This was the 
| | | Reaſon 


at © 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. 203 


Reaſm, and the Policy of the Sham; but the Bnsneſg 
of the Impoſture apart; We arc in this Place upon an 
Enquiry what was done toward the Diſcovery of the 
Truth ; and we cannot begin better then with the 
Clerks Narrative upon This Subject, 


' Henry Woo2 Depoleth, That his Maſter not coming 
home upsn Saturday Night, Mr. Michael Godfrey 
obliged him upon Sunday Morning to keep his Maſters Ab- 
ſence very Private, and Secret, and not to Communicate 
it to any Perſon, till He and his Brother came to him 17 
the Afternoon * After which, he this Deponent returning 
home to his ſaid Maſters Houſe about Nine of the Clock, 
and before Morning Service, Mrs. Pamphlin asked this 
Depozent, Where his Maſter was ? To whom this Depo- 
acnt replyed, "That he was got up, and gone abroad Two 
Hours before ; which Axſwer this Deponent did make, be- 
ing by the ſaid Mr. Michael Godfrey enjoyn'd Secrecy, 4s 
aforeſaid. And that on the Same Day, after Evening Ser- 
vice, Mr. Michael Godfrey, and Mr. Benjamin God- 
irey came to their Brothers Houſe to this Deponent, as 
Mr.Michael Godfrey had Promis'd ; and then they did 
agree to make Enquiry at all Places where they knew the ſaid 
Sir E. Godfrey did uſe to frequent, to make Diſcovery 
of him ; but withal, did then likewiſe Oblige this Deponent to 
Secrecy - And amongſt the Places, where They with This 
Deponent did make Enquiry, they went to the Houſe of one 
Captain Gibbons, and aid enquire of Mrs. Gibbons for 
him, as This Deponent believes ;, for as ſoon as they came 
out from Mrs. Gibbons, they told this Deponent that Mrs. 


Gibbons /aid he had not been there That Day; and the ſame 


Day they went ty my Lady Prats, wing near Charing 


| Crofs, and ſeveral other Houſes, but could not hear any 
thing of him, upon which, Both the ſaid Mr. Godfreys 
commanded him, This Deponent, to keep his Maſters Ab- 


{ence Secret, ##till the Next Morning, bcing Monda:!, 
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wher they would come to this Deponent again; and fo they 
continued their Search, axd Enquiry after his ſaid Ma- 
ſter, all That Day, and at Night they return'd home, 
charging him this Deponent ſtill to keep it Secret + But that 
Wight, after their Departure, he this Depunent hearing. of 
a great Funeral that was to be Next Night, he writ to 
Mr. Michacl Godfrey, to kzow whether # would not be 
convenient to hgue his ſaid Maſters Abſence Divulg'd a- 
broad among ft that Number of People, which would be there 
roocther ; to which he returwd for Anſwer, That he ſhould 
Divulge it at the Funeral; bur the next morning being 
Tueſday, he was Countermanded by a Meſſenger from the 


{aid Mr. Michael Godfrey, not zo Divulge it, till they 


voth had Communicated it to my Lord Chancellor, 
which after they had done, he this Deponent did make known 
tbe Abſence of his ſaid Maſter at the ſaid Funeral. 


Here are Five Several Injunitions of Secrecy; And 
Nothing to be Divulgd, *till the Brothers had been 
with tne Lord Chancellor, Now there may ſeem to bz 
Anorner Secret yet, even in the Myſtery of This Secre: 
£y; for they were enquiring after him all This while, 
and the Town Rung-on't, that he was Gore; and that 
the Papiſts had AMurther'd him: So that the Secrecy 
icems to look .rather toward a Concealment of thelr 
Opinion what was Become of him, then to the Conceal- 
ment of his Abſcace. Burt it hangs very ſtrangely to- 
gether, for People to run up and down Enquiring at- 
ter Sir Edmwmabury Godfrey ; and yet not {ſo much as 
Omn that he is Afiſſing, And a Man: might as well 
Suppole the Publiſhing of a Proclamation, or a Hue and 
Cry, upon the Caution of makins No Words on't, as 
ſuch an Graer given to Enquire up and down after 
him, upon the ſame Condition : which looks like a De- 
_ vign, rather of Concealias One thing, then of .Diſco- 
ering Aion, But however, as to the Ingquiſutive Part, 

Hearly 
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Hearkining after him, was a Thing Natural, and Proper 


to be done ; and as much as Conld be done upon That 


Occaſion. Mrs. Gibbon ſpeaks to the Same Effect. 

Mrs. Gtbbon Senior Depoſeth, "That upon Tucfday 
Morning, as ſhe was going down Stairs from Mrs. Pam- 
phlin, ſhe met Henry Moor, deſiring mim to tell her the 
Truth, how Sir Edmund did, and whether he was Alive, 
or Not ? the ſaid Mr. Moor Swearing, that he was as 
well in Health, as he himſelf. 

It was Order'd, That at the Funeral, this Enfor- 
mant Mould be led to Church by the ſaid Sir Edmund?s 
Clark; And This Enformant askeda him by the Way, 
Why he made ſuch Proteſtations to her, as aforeſaid, 
that Sir Edmund was Alive ! Who reply'd, that Sir Ed- 
mund”s Brothers had commanded him to keep All Things 
Private, and Chargd him to lay ſo, to Save the 
Eltate, 


Judith Pamphlin Depoſeth , That upou Tueſday 
Morning after Sir Edmunds Going away, ſhe asRd 
Henry Moor what was become of his Maſter ? To which 
the ſaid Moor replyd; To tell you the Truth, We 
are aftraid he 1s Murther'd ; ad his Brothers have 
been with the Lord Chancellor, and my Lord Privy Seal, 
about it, and they are to attend the Council this Morning. 


Mr. Aaron Pengry Depoſeth, That about the I ime 
of the Proſecution againſt Mr. Payne, Mr. Farwell, and 
Thompſon, about the Letters pretended to be written t9 
Prance, upon the Account of the Death of Sir Eamund- 
bury Godfrey, he This Enformant beins in Compeny of 
Several Perſons, where meation was made about the faid 
Proſecution, one of the ſaid Compary, to the beſt of This 
Informants Knowledge, ſaid, That the Brothers of the 
Jaid Sir Edmundbury Godfrey had been 19 Wait upon 
the late Lord Chancellor Nottingham, about. Saving 
Lieir Brothers Eſtate, bh 
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But this Enformant not well remembring who it was that 


| ſaid thoſe words,and diſcourſe, about rwo Months ſince, upon 


that account being had between Ts Enformant and ſeveral 
others in Company, among whom was tr. William Fall, 
who was formerly related tothe ſaid Lord High Chancellor: 
as one of his Gentlemen at'ending him, This Enformant ack- 
ed the ſaid Mr. Fall before the ſaid Company, Whether he 
had not Utterd ſuch or the like Words; who Anſwer®d ty 
him this Enformant, and the reſt of the ſaid Company they 
preſent, that he had Declar'd as much, and would at 
any time Teſtify the ſame, if occation ſhou}d be given, 
or Words to that or the like Effet, 

Mr. Wiliam Fall Depoſeth, That at the Time when 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey wa: Miſling from his Houſe, 
Two of his Brothers came ſeveral times tf the Lord 
Chancellor Notinghams ; and that it was a Common 
Talk in the Family, that their Bus'neſs with the Lord 
Chancellor was, to beg his Lordſhips Aſſiſtance to ſecure 
their Brothers Eſtate, in caſe he ſhould be found to have 
made Himſelf away. 


And then again there's an Enformation of M4, 
White's the Coroner of Weſtminſter, that looks a Littk 
This way too. 


Robert Mhite Depoſeth, That this Enformant hear- 
mg that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Miſſing, went t9 
Atr. Weldens to Enquire after him, where he found Si 
Edmund's Clark, Sitting by the Fire-ſide in Mr. Wel- 
den's Private Room, Smoaking a Pipe of Tobacco. 
This Enformant reproving him for ſpending his Time There, 


fince there was ſach an Uproar in tve Town about bs 


Maſters Abſence ; To which he gave very little Anſwer. 
And 


I» as ad wo wm. > * > am: 
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And further, That this Enformant then diſcourſimng 


with Ar. Welden about the ſaid Sir Edmunds Abſence, 


The ſaid Welden ſaid, He could not tell what to think. 
of it : And This Enformant Frequenting the Houſe of the 


ſaid Welden afterward, to hear what News of Sir Ed- 


mundbury Godfrey, the ſaid Mr. Welden, at the laſt 
told This Enformant, that he did very much ſuſpect 
him to be Murther'd by the Papiſts. And That be- 


tween the Pall-Mall, and Arundel-Houſe ; And that if 


there were a Search made, he the ſaid Welden doubted 
not but it would appear ſo. Upon which, This Enformant 
told the ſaid Welden, That if Sir Edmundbury God- 
freys Brother { Thi Enformant knowing but of One 
Brother ) had a Deſire to have Search made, that He 
This Enformant djd not Doubt but forthwith to Procure a 
Warrant from the Lord Chief Juſtice Scroggs; being 
at That Time at the Seſſions-Houſe i. the Old-Bayly, 


| Ard then left the ſaid Welden : And ſoon after, This 
| Enformant repairing to the ſaid Welden, He asked the 


ſaid Welden, Whether he had acquainted Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey's Brother of What he had told him, touch- 
ing a VVarrant to Search ; and the ſaid Welden Az- 


| ſwered to This Effeft ;, Tou talk, of Searching, but they 


are Searching more after ſomething elſe then Him. After 
which 1his Enformant heard no more of the Matter. 


It is now High time to go off from This Point ; 
and the Matter 1s ſo Plain, there will need no E-xpla- 
nation upon the "Text; But to do Things in Order, 
Harry Moor {ays,they were upon the Search,and it would 
do well to Enquire in "This Place, what Diſcoveries 
they made, and we ſhall afterwards ſee how far they 
Emprov'd Theſe Diſcoveries. 


Hem y 99002 Depoſes, That He, by the Order of Af. 
Michael Godirey, did go to a Great uncral on the Tucſ- 
1 d2y 
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200 The Myſtery of the Death | 
day Night next after the ſaid Sir Edmundbury God- 
frey was Abſent frem his Houſe, t9 Divulge his Abſence, 
and to bear if any Perſon among the Number of People 
tat were there, could makg any Dilcovery, or give any 
Account of him : And when he was at the ſaid Funeral, 
and Diſcovering of the ſaid Sir Edmunds Abſence, rhere 
was one Parſons amongſt the ſaid Company, who did then 
and there Declare, that he met with the ſaid $ir Edmund 
on the Saturday Morning before Nine, 12 St. Martins- 
Lane, who then enquired of him the ſaid Parſons, the 
way to Primroſe-Hill ; ſaying further, that he had bceu 
2arching within a Little of the Place where the Body 
was found, 


Judith Pamphlin Depoſes, That upon the Next Tueſ- 
day after Sir Edmund was Milling , to the Beſt of This 


FEaformants Remembrance, Henry Moor the Clark of 


Sir Edmund to!d This Enformant, that ove Parſons ſaid 
eo tne ſaid Moor, that wpon the Saturday Morning ther 
laſt Paſt He the ſaid Parſons met Sir Edmund 7 St. 
Martins Lane, who Ashed the ſaid Parſons the Way to 
ſome Woods, whici This Enformant doth Not remember 
{omembere about Primroſe Hill, 


Mary Gibbon Senior Depoſerh , That ſhe had it from 
Judith Pamphlin, that One Mr. Parſons, « Coachmaker, 
told Sir Edmund®s Clark, that he met Sir Edmund the 
fame Saturday when he went away, and Sir Edmund ak: 
ed him the way to Primroſe Hill, 

And ſaith, that Mrs. Pamphlin told This Enformant, 
that the Clark, told her, that he was within Few Rods 
of the Body at Primroſe Hill the Day before ( being 

1onday ) when he was in the Search of Sir Edmund. 


. Now to take Theſe Pieces as they lye ; a Body 
would think by Adeors Entormation, That the Firſt News 


of 
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&f his Maſter had been the Account he had from P2r- 
ſons at that Funeral; whereas it Appears, both by the 
Enformation of Fudith Pamphlin , from the Mouth of 
Moor, and of Ars. Gibbon from the Relation of Pam- 
rhlin, that the Clark had been Searching for his Maſter 
about Primroſe Hill the Day before : Nay, and from 
the Clarks own Mouth too, that he had the very Di- 
rection from Parſons Himſelf which is moſt Partic«- 
larly Confirm*d and Enlarg?d upon, by Mr. Wheeler, 


Mr. Richard Wheeler Depoſeth , that on Tueſday, 
( October 15th. ) This Enformant went about Noon to 
rhe Houſe of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ( He having been 
Miſſing ever ſince Saturday) to enquire if They had heard 
of him , while the Mace-Bearer to the Lord Chancellor 
WAS ralking ro Sir Edmundbury Godfrey's Clark at the 
fame time; And (a4 it appear®d ) being there, upon the ſame 
Errand. The Clark making anſwer, that they bad heard 
Nothing of him, but what they had from Mr. Parſons, 4 
Coachmaker, ( then Church-Warden of St. Martin” S) 
and from 4 Fellow that was ud to Light him home, that 
was ſawing a Piece of Timber in So-Ho Fields. The fame 
Clark ſaid alſo, the fame Tueſday, that Parſons ſaid ar 
the Burial, that he walked with Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, 
p St. Martin's Lane, the Saturday Morning (Ocftob. 1 2: 
1678.) between Eight and Nine of the Clock ; and thar 
much about the ſame time, the Sawyer ſaw Sir Edmund 5 in 
go-Ho ; And Deſcribed his Cloaths and his Band. And 
further, that Mr. Cooper, and his Siſter-m-Law, Mrs. 
Lowen (ow Leeſon) coming out of Mr. Cook®s door int 
St. Martin's Lane, met Sir Edmund, and ſpake to him: 


Now the Evidence of Thomas Maſon ſerves to Illx- 
ſtrate and ſtrengthen All the Refs. 


Thomas Macon of Mary bone Depoſeth, that he knew 
the Perſon of Sir dumadbury y Godfrey very well ; And 
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had Cuſiom'd Him, and one Kemp that was his Partner, 
for Coles; and that he This Enformant ſaw the ſaid Sir 
Edmundbury Godfrey upon the Saturday, whereon This 
Enformaat heard the ſaid Sir Edmund was firſt Miſſing 3 
That is to ſay, That He This Enformant ( as he was go- 
ing from London to his own Houſe ) met the ſaid Sir 
Edmund abour Ten a Clock the Saturday Morning 
aforeſaid :;, The ſaid Sir Edmund commg toward London, 
7m the Fields, betw;xt Mary-bone Pound, and Mary-bone 
Street : This Enformant likewiſe giving the ſaid Sir Ed- 
mund the Time of the Day, Who ( as This Enformant Re- 
membreto) was All in Black Cloaths. 

And faith, that as This Enformant was walking with 
1s Wiſe Under a Hedze near his Houſe upon the Monday 


. Morning, wext after the Saturday aboveſaid, about Ten 


ot the Clock, there came a ſhort Man in Black Cloaths, 
ia Appearance avoit Fifry Tears of Age, to Enquire of 
This Enformant whether he had ſeen his Maſter, Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godirey iz the Fields face Saturday Laſt ; 
for he had Loſt his Maſter, and knew not what was 


7} , -become'of him ; The ſaid Perion being very 1ad, and te!- 
ling This Enfcrmant, that he was Sir Edmundbury God- 


frey's Clark. This Enformait giving the faid Perſon 
this Anſwer ; That He This Enformant did ſee him upon 
Saturday ( as aforeſaid) and had not ſeen him lince. 


He was by ſe a Clock upon the AMonaay Iorning 
gotten as far as the Zalf-way Houſe to Enquire for his 
Alaſter about Thoſe very Fields, where afterwards his 
Body was found. 7Azſontold him as above, that he met 
bzm upon Saturdry going towards London, and had not 
icen him fince : but This did not Hinder oor yet, (4s 
appears by his own Relation) from Going-on and Proſe- 
£177 his Search, Now there were No Arundel-Houſes, 
No Somerſet-Flouſes in That Walk; but his very Fancy 


vwirought upon him, cyca Contrery to the Direction or 
Do 
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his Reaſon; for he would have come back elſe, and 


turn'd his Thought Another way. But the Ghaftly Im- 


preſſion of his Laſt Farewell upon Saturday Xorining ſtuck 
{o Cloſe to him, that he thought it more likely to find 
him in a Ditch, then any where elſe. His BuSnefs into 
Thoſe Fields, was, out of All Diſpute; to ſearch the 
Ditches for him; upon a ſtrong Apprehenſion that he had 
kilPd Hunſelf. It was but Coaſting the Mounds to make 
the Diſcovery; And There, Undoubtedly, he Lockd for 
him ; and 11 here, *tis Forty to One, he Foxnd kim. This 
Collation of Teſtimonies makes Moor's own Enformatior , 
Pamphlin's Enformation, of what Moor and his Wife ſaid 
to Her ; Mrs.Gibbon's Enformation of what ſhe had from 
Pamphlia, and Sir Edmund's Apprehenſioa of himſelf to 
be All of a Piece. 

"There are a Couple of Queſtions now, that Hang one 
upon the Link of Another ; which, the Reader, I pre- 
ſume, will Take into his Conſideration. Firſt, VVhy 
ſhould Moor make a Countenance, as if he had known 
IVothing *tll Tueſday Night at the Burizl, of Parſon's 
Talk with his Maſter upon Saturday morning, when 1t 
appears moſt Evidently, that he knew it, either upon 
the Sunday, or Early the Monday morning beſore ? 2aly, 
VVhy could Vo Reſolution be Taken for the Divulging 
of the Secret, (as he calls it) till he had ſpoken with 
my Lord Chancellor, and my Lord Privy Seal about it ? 
This looks, as if there had been an eye rather to the 
Saving of the Eſtate, then to the Diſcovery of a murther ;; 
tor what Light could their Lordſhips give, toward the 
finding of the Body; Or what Reaſon could any mafl 
zive, for the making of it a Sccrer ? unleſs they were 
ajraid that Truth ſhould come ont ? But I am now com- 
Ing to an end. Here's Mr. Wynel, Captain Gibbon with 
his Wife and two Daughters; Mr. Wheeler, Mr. Radcliffe, 
Harry Moor Himſelf, and Judith Pamphlin : They ſpeak 
All of them to very Great Points; To fay Nothing of 
P 2 Forty 
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Forty and Forty Witneſſes of Unqueſtionable Probity beſides : 
but moſt of them, rather Collateral, then Point Blank, 
Ewvidences. VVe ſhall ſee in good Time, when the 
main Cauſe comes to an Iſſue, what uſe ſhall be made 


of Their Teſtimonies. 


__—— 


— 
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CHA P. VI. 


When, How, Where, and in What Manner the Body 
of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Found, And 
what paſs d 'till the Coroners Inqueſt ſat upors 
the View of it, 
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OC the 17th. of Ofober, 1678. One Bromwell, and 
Walters paſiing toward the White-houſe about 
Three or Four Afternoon, ſaw a Cane and a Parr of 
Gloves lying upon a Bark, on a Ditch ſide; and Talk- 
ing of it Afterwards at the Houſe, they went back by 
Conſent, with John Rawſyr, the Mafter of the Houſe, 
to ſee 1f they were there {ti}]. See their Enformations at 

* « 'Length,Pait 1.Cap.10. The Maſter ſtooping to take up 
the Gloves, Diſcover'd a Dead Body ; Wherenpon they 
went Immediately to One Brown, a Conſtable, to give 
him Notice of it. Who gives This following Enfor- 

mation upon the Matter. 
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fohn B20wn Depoſeth , that This Enformant wcry 
well knew Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ; And that about 
Six or Seven of the Clock (to the Beſt of This Enfor- 
mants Memory) on the Thurſday Evening, after the ſaid 
Sir Ednwnd went from his Houſe, there came unto This 
Enſormart, into This Enformants Houſe , One William 
Bromwell 2 Baker, and John VVYalters 4 Farrier, ” | 
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of St. Giles's in the Fields, who told this Enformant 


| that there was a Man Dead in a Ditch, with a Sword run 


through him near Primroſe-Hill : Making mention like- 
wiſe of a Stick, and a Pazr of Gloves, a Scabbard, and 
Belt, that lay there not far from the Body. Whereupon, 
this Enformant took ſeveral of of the Neighbours to his Aj- 
fiſtance, ſome 0n Horſeback, and others a-foot, and went 
forthwith to the Place where the Body lay ;, which Placc 
was ſo Cover'd with Buſhes, and Brambles, in and a- 
bout the Ditch, that it was a hard matter to ſee the 
Body, till one were come juſt upon it. 

That having found the Body laid the Length-ways 0 
the Ditch; The Left Hand under the Head «por the Bottom 
of the Ditch ; The Right Hand 4 bttle ftretcht out, 
«nd torching the Bank on the Right-lide ; The Knees touch- 
3ng the Bottom of the Ditch, and his Feet not touching 
the Ground, but Reſting upon the Brambiles ; The Pum- 
mel of the Sword not reaching tothe Bottom of the Ditch ; 
The Body lying in ſo Crooked a Poſture, keeping it from 
the Ground ; The Periwig and the Hat, lying in the Bot- 
tom of the Ditch, a little before the Body ; The Body 
being thus found, as aforeſaid, this Enformant beftrid the 
Corps, 4s it lay in the Ditch, and put his Hands about it 
zo find how the Sword was Plac'd. 

That after whats Above-ſaid, This Enformant ſpake 
zo the Company to Hand the Body out of 4he Ditch, this 
Enformant helping likewiſe, Himſelf ; and they remov'd it 
about Five or Six Yards, to the beſt of this Enformants 
Conjetture, from the Ditch, where the ſaid Body lay : And 
that upon the Drawing of the Body out, ſome of A Com- 
pany ſaying it was a Tall Van, this Enformant refletting 
«pon it;ſayd to this Effeft,Pray God it be not Sir Edmund- 
bury Goafrey, for he hath been for ſome time Miſſing ; 
and ſome others alſo had the ſame Apprehenſion. It was 
ten very Dark, and this Enformart Kneeling down to 
tere che beſt View of the Face that be could, continued in 
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the Suſpicion, but could no be as yet Poſitive, that it was 
the Body of the ſaid Sir Edmund. 

This Enformant enter?d then into a Conſideration with 
the Company, how they might beſt get the Body up to the 
White-Houſe ; and concluding that it would endanger the 
Breaking the Sword, t9 carry the Body All the Way with 
the Sword int : It was reſolved rather to take out the 
Sword, which was accordingly done, having firſt Camnti- 
oned the Company to take particular Notice of every Cir- 
cumſtance, how the Sword and the Body were. This En- 
formant herenpon, tookout the Sword, which was ſomewhat 
hard i» the Drawing, and Craſh'd upon the Bone, in the 
Plucking of it forth. | 
And faith, That upon this, the Enformant and the Com- 
pany layd the Body a-Croſs two Watchmens Staves, and 
fo carry'ditto-Rights up tothe White-Houlſe, where they 
layd him dow upon the Floor in the Houſe : Ard this En- 
formant cauſed the Mony, and the Papers, and what was 
found in the Pockets, to be enter'd into a Note, and a Du- 
plicate to be taken thereof, #2 prevent any Miſtakes. 

That 1mmeaiately after taking of the ſaid Notes, the Bo- 
ay was laid upon the Table, and no doubt any longer but 
it was the Body of Sir. Edmundbury Godfrey. 

Thi: being done, This Enformant gave Order, that the 
Watch-men that were 'there a-foot, ſhould ſtay with the 
Body, azd nt ſuffer any Medling with it, till they ſhould 
hear firthcr from This Enformant : And ſo he this Enfor- 
mant, and the reſt of the Horſemen, ( being about Seven in 
Number ) rode away to Hartſhorn-Lane, ro the Houſe of 
the Late Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, and enquired for 
the Juftice : Put after Words Paſs'd, a Weman there 
relins this Enformant, that , the Brothers were above ; 
This Enformant ſent to deſire to ſpeak with them ; and they 
came preſently down, there being in the Company Mr. Ben- 
jamin, and Mr, Michael Godfrey , one Ar. Pluck- 
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net, and one Mr. Ramly, whom this Enformant * ſaw te 
£0 int) the Houſe before him. 

And that this Enformant told the ſaid Company, that they 
had found the Body in a Ditch zear Primroſe-Hill, with 2 
Sword through it : And that they had remov?d the ſaid 
Body to the W hite-Houſe. The ſaid Brothers ſtricHy en- 
quiring of this Enformant, How he wasſure that it was SI 
Edmund”s Body ! Who Reply'd, That he krew him very 
well, The Brothers and Mr. Ramſey had ſome Diſcourſe 
by themſelves together ; after which, At, Plucknet rold 
this Enformant, that he would go along with him to the Bo- 
dy. Hereupon this Enformant and the ſaid Mr. Plucknet 
rode away to the W hite-Houle, it being then Ten a Clock, 
or thereabouts; Ar. Ramſey telling this Enformant, 
that he would immediatcly give the King Notice of it, and 
appointed this Enformant to meet him at the Checquer Inn 
about One of the Clock. 

This Enformant being Demanded, What Perſons he can 
call to Mind of Thofe that went with him to 'Hartſhorn- 
Lane, when he carry'd the Firſt News of Sir Edmund- 
bury Godifrey's Body being found, ro the Brothers there # 
He mateth Anſwer,T hat therewas Joſeph Girle, William 
Whitcomb, John James, Wiltam Lock, John Paris; 
And that all the Perſons above mentioned, Aſſitted, more 
or leſs, in the carrying off the Body from the Ditch where 
it was found, to the White-Houſe, and John Rawſon, 
with others, whom he cannot remember. 


Jobn Hartwell Depoſeth, That being told that there was 

a Perſon found Dead in a Ditch jn the Pariſh, with a Sword 
through the Body, He this Enformant, with ſome other 
Company, went to ſee the Body where it lay in the Ditch, 
witha Sword above a Handful out at the Back: One 
Hand Extended before him, with the Face leaning upon it, 
and the other Hand lying Backwards ; A Hat and 
Periwig before him; His Cane, Gloyes, and Sword 
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lying behind him upon a Bank ; A Dark Colour'd Stuff 
Coat or ; It was a Tempeſtuous Night, that they cold 
have No Light to ſee the Body by; And that upon This 
View of the Body, the Conſtable deſired the People to take 
Notice, haw the Body lay, and how far the Sword was 
through him : And thereupon, the ſaid Conſtable Order'd 
the Body to be taken out of the Ditch : And it was accorad- 
ingly Handed out a matter of Eight or Ten Yards from 
the Place. | 

And that the Sword being as yet in the Body, the Con- 
ſtable ether took it, or order'd zt to be taken out of the 
Body ; And ſo the Body was laid upon Two Watchmens 
Staves, and carry'd upto the Wite Houſe, where the ſaid 
Body was layd inthe Houſe upon the Floor. 


Jobn Rawſon, Jo/eph Girle, John Paris, and others, 
Speakto the ſame Effet abort the Finding and Removing 
of the Body, and the Drawing of the Sword, which was 
a way of Proceding very Extraordinary, and enough, not 
only to Puzzle the Inqueſt upon Examination of the Mat- 
rer ; but to put any Thinking Man hard to't, to find a 
Warrantable Reaſon for what they did ; for the Poſi- 
tion of the Body in the Ditch, and the Circumſtances 
that went along with it, would have beer the Beſt Light the 
Matter would bear, toward the Guiding of them in their 
Verdict, But | am perſuaded, that it was an Error with- 
ext Malice. 

The Body however, s now L.odg?d at the White-Houſe, 
and the next Thing in the Courſe of Kaw, us to paſs 4 
View #pon't : But it will do well in the mean time to ſi 
what atter the Corpner has to work «pon, 


The Enformation that Mr. Wheeler gives upon this 
Subject, is very Pertinent, and very Particular, 


| Mr? 
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Mr. Wheeler Depoſes, That on Wedneſday, Ofto- 
ber 16. there was a Veltry mm St. Martins, where this En- 
formant, Mr. James Supples, and Mr. Wilſon were Pre- 
ſent. Upon the Riſing, they Adjourn'd thence to the Fleece 
Tavern 1 St. Martins Lane, and ſent Notice to the 
Church-Wardens, Ar. Parſons, and Mr. Monk, that 
they were there, and te ſaid Church-Wardens came im- 
mediately thither ; and preſently after them, in came Dean 
Lloyd, to know what was become of Sir Edmund ; ſaying, 
That he had been led mto ſome Miſtakes, or tothat Effet, 
already; but he would make no more if he could help it. It 
was then ſaid by ſome of the Company, that Mr. Radclifle 


walked out of London with Sir Edmund about One of 


the Clock upon the Saturday before, or about Twelve : 


Whereupon Dr. Lloyd ſaid, he would go and enquire of 


him ; but the Company Deſired him to ſtay, and ſaid they 
would ſend for Mr. Radclifte, which they did, and be 
came accordingly : And the ſaid Radclite being come, fome- 
body acked him, whether he walked out of London with Sir 


Edmund, as is above ſaid ? To which the ſaid Radcliffe re- 


plycd, No: But that Sir Edmund was at his Door 
about One of the Clock That Saturday ; for he was 
I aking in of Goods that came out of London. 


Mr. Wheeler was told by Parſons, that Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey AsKed him Three Times that Saturday Morn- 
ing, in St. Martins Lane,whereabouts Paddington-Wood: 
were. 


The People that are found upon Proof to have ſcen 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey the Saturday that he went 
away, are Richard Coopcr, Mary Leeſon, Joſhua Foxley, 
John Parſons, All in St. Martins Lans, about Eight or 
Wine in the Zorning, A Sawyer In So-ho. WikiamCol- 
lins, and a Milk-womai in Maryvone Fields about Nine : 
Tho. Meaſen aboug Ten, Met him in the Fields betwixt 
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Atarybone-Pound and HMarybone-Street ; coming toward 
London, Fofeph Radcliffe, and his Wife , {aw him in the 
Strand near One - Mont ſaw him Paſling by New-mar- 
ket : Mr. Richard Boruford faw him about One of the 
Clock, a very Little Over or Under, Paſling through 
the Back Gate of Lincolns-Ina-Fields ; and obſerved 
him to go forward under the Wa!! toward the Portu- 
£#l Row, fume Three or Fourſcore Paces, as he Judges: 
Mr. Stephen Trimate of Grays-Inn ſaw him Walking 
Croſs the Fields toward Twrn-Style, from the Corner of 
Clare-Market, at, or about Two a Clock, as he con- 
ceiveth. Thomas Sell faw him ſome time about oor, 
(according to his Remembrance) paſling by the ſaid 
Szell*s Houſe, from Turn-Style in Holborn 1nto the Red- 
Lyon-Ficlds: Mr. Tho. Grundy, and Mr .Fames Huyſman 

 1aw him about Two or Three in the Afternoon near Prim- 
rofe-Fill, according to their Enformations, Cap. +2. 
Part 1, Now in ſuch a Caſe as This, This Difference 
of an Hour, Afore or Leſs, upon a Conjeiture at ſuch a 
Diſtance of 1ime, breaks no Squares, as any Man 
will find upon his Appealing to his own Memory, and 
Experience, how often he has been A4/ſtaken himfeli, 
Sooner or Later, as much as that comes to, upon a 
Preſent Gueſs at the time of the Day. But after all the 
Reſt, I muſt not forget what one Baker ſaid upon the 
Sight of the Body at the White- Houſe, [That he ſaw that 
A1zn in a certain Cloſe thercabouts that he Named, upon 
{hat Saturday in the Afternoon, or the Devil in his Clothes. 
To the Truth of which, 
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-Afargaret Rawſon Depoſeth', That this Enformant 
reard Edward Baker, upon the View of the Body of Sir 
idmundbury Godfrey, ſpeak Words to this Effett, to the 
Peft of this Enformants Memory, Either I ſaw this Man 
1 my Fathers Forty Acres-Field upon ſome Day,which 
This Enformant doth not Remember, or the Devil wu 
:.15 Clothes. | Mr. 
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Mr. Thomas Burdet Likewiſe Depoſeth, That he was 
told by the Man and his Wie; that Liv'd at That Time 
in the White-Houle, That a Perſon ſeeing the Body of Sir 
E.B. Godfrey, in a Crowd of Other Company, ſaid he 
had ſeen that Man at Three of the Clock upon the Sa- 
rurday in the Afternoon, in his Fathers So-many-Acres- 
Cloſe : ( This Enformant having forgotten the Preciſe 
Number of the Acres) And that upon ſome Queſtion made, 
he Confirm'd it again with an Oath, That he knew him 
wellenough; and that By God it was cither he, or the 
Devil in his Clothes. 


Here's Matter in Sight,. abundantly enough to En- 
quire upon ; belide infinitely more, that out of Fear, 
Fattion, and Laz.yneſs, has been Undoubtedly Lof#, or 


Suppreſ9d:;, and it Cannot be Imagin'd, that Any of: 


Theſe Particulars ſhould be kept ſo Privcre as not to 
come to the Knowledge, either of the Jurors Themſelves 
or of. Thoſe that were Concern?d to Search out, and 


to Subminiſter All Fair and Honeſt Lights toward the 


Inſtrutting of a Jury; and I am affraid, that This is 
The Part of the Hiſtory that will be found the Impor- 
tant Secret that was given in Charge not to be Diſco- 
72d, The Bug'neſs of Godfrey was at That Time 
the Whole Talk of the Towr, and the Story of the 
Brewer, the Coach-maker, a Nurſe, and the 17ilk-Wo- 
man, was the very Piach of the Diſcourſe : He was 
Seen Here by Such a One, There by Such Another, 
and hardly any Body ſet Eye upon him, that did not 
take Notice of a Troubled Head in his very Look and 
Gate; over and above, that even the Courſe of his 
Perambulation was not a Jaunt for any man in his 
Right mind to Take ;, Nay, the Diſtrattion of bis Thougnts 
appear*d in the Wandrings, and Irreſcirrions of his 
Steps ; It did not look like e W2!; either for Pleaſure, 

| or 
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or for BuYneſs; But rather the Whiling away of fo 
many hoxrs under the Fluttration of Sick and Doubting 
Thoughts, and in a kind of Conflict (as a Man may 
ſay ) betwixt his Natzre, and his Diſeaſe. Tis much 
to be Suſnected, that at his Firſt Setting out, he had 
the very Thing in his Eye, as well as the Place; And 
that if a Body may Gather any thing, either from his 
Melancholy, or from his Enquiring the Way thither, He 
went Probably to Thoſe very Fields ; for Collins, and 
the Afilk-woman, ſaw him thereabouts, and Maſon met 
him then' at Ten That Morning, coming back again, 
which in a Reaſonable Conſtruttion was no more then 
to ſay, that his Heart had not Serv'd him to go 
thorongh with his Work That Bout. After his Return ; 
ve have him again in the Strand, New-market, Lin- 
c91::5-Inr-Back-G ate, the Fielas , I urn-Style, Red-Lyon- 
#iclas;, and fo forward to the very Next Cloſe to 
That where the Body was found; Nay, Mr. Grundy, 
and Mr. H«yſman, loſt Sight of him at a Blind-Paſſage 
over a Plank that Struck off aircaly to the very Ditch; 
and fo far from any appearance of being Dogg'd all this 
while, that it look'd as if Company had almoſt ſhun'd 
Him as much, as He ſhun'd Company. 


CHAP. IX. 


A Jury Summoned to Sit upon the Body of Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godirey 3 and ſome Difficulty Start- 
ed about if. P 


if Pon the finding of the Body; the Firſt Thing to 
be done according to Reaſon, Equity, and Pra- 
(tice, ould have been the Securing of it ?till a For- 
wa! /icw might have been taken of the Body ir Sel, 
anc 


were able to give them : Conſidering that AIl This was 


ſoever. There was Great Streſs laid upowt, that they 14's 
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and every thing about 1t, or Relating to it, inthe very _ 

ſame State, and under the very ſame Circumſtances where- 
in it was fonnd. Deſcriptions, or Reports, upon cither 
Fancy, or Memory, are Short and Faint; Compar'd 
with the Lights we receive from Y3ſible Effe&s, Ope- 
rations, and Diſpoſtions of Things in a Courſe of Na- | 
ture : But the Body being Removd, the Sword taken out, it 
The Place it felf Trampled upon, and Diſorder?d ; The $1194 
True fudgment of the Caſe lay at the Aercy of the ; TY 
Reporters ;, 50 that they might Repreſent, Alter, Di{- 1x 
guiſe, Add, or Diminiſh as they pleas'd. The Fury in | 
jhort, were fain to Content Themſelves with ſuch an 
Account of the Matter, as the Conſtable, and his Aſi- 
ſtants thought fit to give them ; or perhaps as they 
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done in a Dark Tempeſtuous Night, without either hol 3 
Link, Lanthorn, or the Help of any other Light what- «| 


[aw No Bloud in the Ditch ; No Mark of the Pummel ALA, > 
of the Sword : when yet if there had been both the Bk 
One, and the Other, 1t could hardly be Expefted, after W961 
ſo much zznddling of the Earth to get the Body out, edt 
that thre ſhould remain any Sign of Either. Or Md # 
however, 1f they had a Mind to be Partial, there was ' #4 7H 
Pretence Enough for the Hiding, and the Smothering of wy 
it, without any Colour of Sxſpicion. Nay, and the SOT” 
Conſtable was half Oblig'd to Pallate the Bug neſs, iy | 
even in his own Defence; and as ſome ſort of Arone- Fer ten 
ment for ſo Unwarrantable a Proceeding. In few words, =; 
the Judgment of the Caſe, Depended greatly upon the Rs 04.6 
Particulars of the Relation : Inſoranch, that upon being 
found in One Poſture, he would have been thought to 
have kilPd Himſelf, and the Preſumption would have 
bzen as Strong in Another Caſe, that he had been Mur- 
ther?d by ſome body elfe. This Irregularity would lye 
Open to very ſtrong Exceptions, if a Body ſhould 
Mea- 
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Meaſure the Government of This Part of the Story, ty 
the Manage of the Reſt - but I am verily perſuaded, 
that the Conſtables Fault 1a Carrying off the Body, was 
only a Raſh, and an Offcious Ignorance, withaut any 
ſort of Malice. 

But to take Things de bene efſe, and as we find them : 
The Body 1s now at the White- Houſe; Brown the Con- 
ſtable has given the Brothers Notice of it at Harts- 
hora-Lane, and ' brought Mr. Pluckzct back with him 
To ſce it upon the Place. 


\B2own Depoſeth, That Ar. Plncknet, caſtings his 
Eyes upon the Face, Cry'd ont preſently, This is my 
Brother Godfrey ; and they immediately reſolved to g9 
down with a Candle and Lanthorn to the Place where 
the Pody was found : The ſaid Mr. Plucknet, This 
Enformant, and one Rawſon, the Maſter of the White- 
Houſe, going down together. | 

This Enformant, after Viewing the Pody, and th 
Place where it was found, went with My. Plucknet to the 
Checquer-Inn at Charing-Crols ( According to an Aj- 
pointment mention'd Cap. 8. ( being near Two in th: 
* Morning ) where Afr. Ramſey met according to his Ap- 
pointment, and told This Enformant, That he had En- 
formed his Majeſty of the Matter, and that This 
Enformant need Trouble himſelf no further, but that 
a Coroner ſhould be order*d to come to This Enfor- 
mant, Early the ſame Morning ; which he aid, and 
bronght This Enformant a Warrant for the Summoning 
of a Jury to go forthwito to the White-houſe, and Sit 
upon the Body aforeſaid : The Jurors Names being 4 
Followeth, 


$t, 
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St. Giles's. Mary-bone. 
Mr. Tho. Harris. Mr. Joſeph Girle. 
Mr. Philip Wane. Mr. John Hartwell. 


Mr. John Cowley. Mr. Willtam Lock. 
Mr. William Collens. Mr. John Owen. 


Mr. Tho. Woollam. Mr. Simon Standever. 
Mr. John Carvel. Mr. Thomas Maſon. 
Mr. Anthony Fryer. {Mr. Paul Harding. 

{ Mr. Chriſt, Jarvis. Padington. 

| Mr. Robert 'Trotton. Mr. Matthew Haines. 


| Mr. John Davies. 


And Saith, That the Jury met accordizely at the 
White-Houſe, and after Sitting a Winle, they Adjournd 
without Coming to a Verdict. 


The Jary Mer, we Sec; but could not come to an 
igreement 'T hat Meeting ; for what Reaſon they Ad- 
jurrd; and npon what Grounds they proceeded after- 
ward to a Yerditt, ſhail be ſeen in the Proper Place - 
But 1t may be Realonably Collected yet, that there 
was Somewhat more then Ordinary in the Wind, from 
the Earnceit Application that was made for the Joyn- 
ing of Mr. White the Coroner cf Weſtminſter, to the 
Afliſtance of Mr, Cooper, who was then Sitting upon 
the Body - And the Preiumption 1s ſo much the ſtronger, 
becauſe they were ſo far Enter*d, and ſo mnch Divi- 
&d upon the Matter before them ; which might ſcem 
to Inſite cither the Partiality of a Pratice, cr 2 
Nicety in the Queſt;on ; and taking it either the One 
way, Or the Other, 1t had the Face of a very Honeſt, 
ad a very Seaſunable Councel, But the Fatt will be 
letter Ser forth 1n the Following Enformation. 
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Robert White Depoſeth, That upon the Dzſcovery of 
the Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, there were I wo 
Perſons of the Acquaintance of the ſaid Sir Edmund, 
To wit; One Wigg a Grocer ; and one Bookey ( or 


ſome ſuch Name ) a Linnen-Draper ; Who came toge- 


ther to the Houſe of Thir Enformant And told him, that 
they were much Tronbled ; And ſo were divers others 
of the Pariſh, that This Enformant was not the Coro- 
737 to {it upon the ſaid Body : And then Delired "This 
Enformant very Preſſingly to Enquire into the Busneſs: 
To which, This Enformant told them, that he did not 
Love to Tiruſt himſelf into Such a Bus'neſs, without 
the requeſt of the Coroner. But the aforcſaid Perſons 
net being Satisfy'd with This Anſwer, and ſtill Preſſing 
him to be Concern'd in the Enquiry ; This Enformant 
told them, That if the Brother of the ſaid Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey, ſhould deſire This Enformant to be Af. 
fiſting to him the ſaid Brother, that then This Enformant 
would be willing to Aſſiſt, Whereupon the ſaid Wigg and 
Bookey took their Leaves of This Enformant, and told 
him that they would Endeavour with all Expedition to 
Speak to the Brother of the ſaid Sir Edmund about tt. 
And within an hour or two after, This Enformant had iſh © 
Notice brought him to his Houſe, Deſiring h1m to be at the 
Greyhound-Tavern #n the Strand, about Two or Three | 
2 Clock That Saturday in the Afternoon : And Thu | 

h 


Enformant went thither accordingly, where he found Mr. 
VWigg, and Mr, Bookey, and ſtaid with bh: *tll a Cer- 


tein Genileman came to him, whom he took, to be Sir : 
Fdmundbury Godfrey*s Brother, who took, This Enfor- N - 


rant to a Coach, and away they went together t0 4 | 
Hlonje ta St. GilegSes, where the Coroner, and his I1- þ 
queſt were together. Then this Enformant deſired thi 
ſ414 Bromer t9 Acquaint the Coroner, that He this Ei- 
formant was there Preſent ; And the ſaid Brother Whif- 

 per's 
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per'd to the COroner 17 This Enformant”; Preſence ; __ 


This Enformant dtd not hear what he ſaid. And the ſad 


Brother returning preſently to This Enformarnt , 10! bln, 


that the Coraner 1d not defire his being there. Wiycrc- 
upon This Enformant went dowa , Sir Edmind's {cid 
;rother following, who gave This Enformant a Guinnca 
at the Door, for ts "Trouble, and ſo This Enformant 
went away, 


Theſe Two Perſons, Wieg and Bovkey are ſince 
Dead ; but they have left a Good Name behind them, 
for Men of Subſtance, and Reputation ; and it was at the 
Common Inſtance of Divers Others of the Pariſiyvrers 
too, that T his Deſire or Propoſition was ſet atoot; and 
the very Hint of it does Neceſlarily prefume ſome 


Diſſatisf a0 they had in the Former way of Procecdimes 


But the Bus'neſs went forward Never the Leſ6% And 
the Neighbourhood of Paddington it ſelf was as Little 
Pleas d after the Verdi, as Others were Before : and 
they Mutter'd at it ſufficiently, fo far as they durſt, 
but the Barbarous Uſage of Bromwell and Walters, for 
only Fiading the Body Td up other Peoples Tongnes from 
ipeaking their "Thoughts out-right in fo Dargerowus 2 
Story. 

This was a Cauſe, perchance, that in a Reaſozable 
Profpett of the Iſſue of 1 it, was to have as Powerful an 
Intluence upon the Honour, and Safery of the King and 
his Government, as ever any Diſaſter lince the Creation, 
that appear'd to be ſo Little and Inconſiderable, in ffobt ;, 

and therefore No Care could have been too much, for 
the bringing of This Matter to a Clear Light ; In re- 
ſpect either of the Openneſs, and Candor of the Pro- 
ceeding ;, a ſtritt, and Induſtriou Enquiry All Warran- 
table Ways and Afeans of gaining Full, and Credible 
Enformations * The Pertineace and Suficiency of the 
Pronf's * The QOralific, tion of the Witneſſes; and the 
(XL tike. 
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Nature. 


like. To Conclude, a Man methinks ſhould be Glad, 
and Forward, in an Inſtance of This Quality, to take 
in what Help he Can, fairly, to Aſſiſt him 1n the Scru- 
tiny toward the Diſcharge of his Conſcience - and to Se- 
cure himſelf of a ſafe Appeal from the Cenſure and 
Envy that commonly Attends Reſolutions of This 


to my hand. 


-_ 


under him, 


HE Canſe being now before the Jury, we ſhall 
ſpeak to the ſeveral Parts of It in Order, and 
Begin with a Conſideration of the Poſition of the Body 
in the Ditch, as we have it by Tradition from the 
S's: Conftavle, and his Aſſiſtants. The Deſcription of it in, 
be, | Mr. Pain, and Mr. FarwelPs Firft Letter, to Mr. Miles 
150 Prance, is Allowed, without Contradittion, to be exattly 
Corret+, and Juſt, and therefore I cannot do Berrer, 
then to Deliver it to the World as 1 find it ready draw: 


His Breaſt was Unbittona, his Waſtcoat, and Shirt 
pct by, his Sword run in under his Left Pap, next his 
Skin,the Point Coming out at his Fight Shorlder, about 
Stx Inches, his Left Arm &cabled under him, (on which 
his Head ſeemed to Lear ) And his Right Arm, ſtiff, 
ſtretchr ent upon the Bank; his Belly and Breaſt being 
{upported by the tide of the Bank; his Knees Knit toge- 
ther, and with his Hips a little Bending, or Doxbl;ng 


4 ) 


8 CHAT, K. 
Ws» The Subje@ of the Debatez, and Firſt of the Poſe- 
et, 7 tion of the Body, as it lay in the Ditch. | 
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No Painter could have drawn a Man that had Caſt 
Mimſelf in a Ditch upon his own Sword, more accord- 
ing to Nature, then the Publiſher of This Deſcription 
has done This Unhappy Perſon : Neither was it 170- 
rally Poſſible, for People in the Dark, to Diſpoſe of a 
Body, and every Part of it, into ſo Proper and Congru- 
ous a Poſution. And it was as Little Poſſible, to bring a 
Dead Body and the ſeveral Parts of it, to Comply with 
the Circumſtances of This Figure. His Right A:m was 
ſtiff, and his Left Arm doubled under him in the Ditch ;; 
and afterward, upon the Table, in the White-hoxſe, 
Both Arms ſo ſtiff, that Fiſher was fain ro Tear off the 
ſhirt, when he helped to ſtrip him. 

Let but any Man Fancy to himſelf now a Lively 
Image of This Diſpoſition of the Body, and the ſeveral 
Parts of it ; and fay it he thinks it poſſible, for People 
( Nay, and it was Ih the Dark too) to Place every 
Thing in a Poſture ſo Proper, and ſo Congruous to the 
Occaſion, No Painter conld have Deſign'd fo Natural 
a Reſolution as This Chance-Caſt of Prances, dropt into. 
[They Thiew him into a Ditch, (ſays Prance) and Layd 
b1s Gloves and Other Things upon the Bank, Tryal, fol. 20.] 
So that there was more Care taken, it ſeems; of his 
Trinkets, then of his Body. And it was not All, Net- 
ther, that Every Line and Point in the Compoſition of. 
That Figure, ſeem'd to ſpeak as Plainly as the Voice of 
Nature it ſelf could have done that he dy'd upon That 
> I Spot: But the Whole World could not have put his. 
Head, Neck,, Body, and Limbs, into T hat Poſs: ion, if 
Death had Not Left him jult in That Afanzer, and In 
That Plate where afterward they Foxnd him. | The 
Witneſſes will have it that the Murtherers Convey'd the 
Body from Somrerſer-houſe to the Ditch; and There left 
him (as is ſaid Already) with. his ory in his Pocker,, 
that it anivht be thorght that he KilPd Himſelf, Now it 
32 Whole Pretence of the Somrerfer-hoxſe Murther was 
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an Impoſture, as Truth it ſelf 1s not more Certain; it is 
by their own Argument, a very Reaſonable Thing, to 
Þelieve, upon Thus appearance of Matters, that he did 
Kill Hjziſelf ; Unleſs they can Produce ſome Colour at 
leait, that ſome body elſe KilPd him ;, for Never was a 
Thing better Prov'd by Secondary Circumſtances, then 
That he Threw Himfelf upon his Own Sword. And no 
Man can Doubt it, that Conſiders the Contradittions of 
the Evidence ; the Diſtance betwixt Somerſet-houſe and 
Primroſe-hill The Bearers that Carry'd him ; Their 
Accontrements:;, The Watches, and the Almoſt Impaſſable 
Dzfficultics in the Way; The Chairing of him One Half 
of his Journey, and the Horſing of him Tothcr. To ſay 
Nothing of a Thouſand Fopperics more to come, that 
were Utterly as Incredible, as any of the Reſt. 

The Firſt Queſiion, Naturally in All Theſe Caſes, 
15 the Condition, and the Poſture of the Body : And fo, 
What Evidence of any Weapon, Taftrument, or Accident, 
by which the Perſon might come or be brought to his 
ead : And whether by Himſelf, or by Another Hand. 
After Theſe Enquiries, the Circumſtances to be Well- 
moved ; and all ſuch Witnefſes call'd in to give Evi- 
d:nce, as were either of his Relations, or Familiar Ac- 
guaintances, or otherwiſe ſuppo2d, or Preſumd to be 
molt Privy to his Affairs : either in General, or with 
a Regard to the Particrlar that 1s here in Quiſtion, 
Itis avery Great Light (as I was a ſaying) that may 
be taken from ſuch a Deſcription of the State, and Ap- 
pearance of the Body, as the Jury had before them: 
There are ſome Mortal Hurts, or Wounds that a Body 
can not be ſuppos'd to have given Himſelf : There 
are ſue Others of ſo ſpecial an Application, and Dire- 
£:07, that One can hardly believe them to have hee 
given by Azother Hand. Now it is very Remarkable, 
tnat This Coniideration, for ought that I have bce! 
mtncrto able to Learm, was never Yet brought np. 
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the Carpet; either before the Coroner, or in Truth, at 
the King's Bench Bar, at the Tryal of the Pretended 
Murtherers; But In Both Places they leapt over the 
Preliminaries in the Ditch, ſaving only the Two Nega- 
tives, that there was No Bloud found there; nor azy 
Diat of the Pummel of the Sword, [ Pray (fays Mr. Re- 
corder to the Conſtable ) in what Poſture aid You find 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ? [ Mr. Brown] 1 found him 
my Lord in a Ditch, with his Sword thorough him, and the 
end of it was Two handfals out of bis back. Green's Tryal, 
Pa. 35- ] Now This was a very ſhort Azſwer, to 2 
Home Queftion; And Nothing ar all to the Poſture, 
but only to the Weapon, and the Wound. If Brow: 
had come up to the Interrogatory, He ſhould have faid 
that he lay Grevel;ing Upon That Sword ; and he ſhould 
have given the Court an Account of Twenty Other Whats 
and Hows Belide ; but the Poſture, and all that belong- 
ed to't, was Blown of preſently, and the Eyes and the 
Thoughts of the People Carry'd away, to the Quef1on 
of Blorud, or No Bloud, in the Diith; And to the Gold 
and Silver that was Left in his Pocker, to Perſuade the 
World that he Kild Himſelf; and that the Killers of 
him made more Conſcience of Picking 4 Pocket, then of 
Committing a Maurther, Nay Brown has worded his 
Depoſition in the Next Page, as if he were Delivering a 
Vera, rather then an Evidence ; where he Determines 
the Poizt, in ſaying, That They had run it ito ano- 
ther Placc, but that happend to be againſt a Rib : Put we 
ihall let That paſs for a Slip too, as we did the Former. 
After This, They calPd in Two Szrocons to their Aid, 
but they were upon a jew of the Body ſtill, as it lay 
upon the Table, not as ?twas found in the Ditch; and 
therefore to ſay no more of it, they were extremely 
ſhort in Paſling over the Bus neſs of the Dirch; which, 
in Eitect, was the Beſt Guide they had tothe Truth of 
the Matter, and the moſt Convincing Part of their Evi- 
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dence. The Other Scruples, were, at the Faireſt, but 
Duvious, and C onfounded with Incoberences, and Unlikely - 
hoods In abundance ; whereas the Poſition of the Body, 
and the Parts of it in the Ditch, was ſo certain an Indij- 
cation of his Dying by his Own Sword, that they might. 
have Comnterfeited Nature 1n any thing elſe, as well as in 
That Fizzre : Belide, that the Wound could very hard- 
ly have been Grver him by Another Hand; for it paſs'd 
irom under the Left Pap throngh the Blade, or ſome 
Bony Part of his Left Shoulder : Inſomuch, that in 
m_ own Words, It was ſymewhat hard in the Draw- 
ng, and Craſn'd upon the Bone in the Pluckiyig of u forth, 
Sy Chap. 8. There lyes One Objefion in the Way, and 
it is Eafily Anſwered, The þ Kar of the Sword, as 
Brown ſays, Did not touch the Bottom of the Ditch ; but 
Imputes 1t to the Crooked Poſture of his Body , and the 
Thickreſs of the Buſhes upon the Place. Now, if the 
Purmel of the Sword was Pitched upon the Side of the 
Ditch, it could not be expetted that it ſhould ſtill Reſt 
there after the doing of the Execution ; for what with 
the Preponderating Weight of his Body, and the Strug- 
ling of Nature upon the Laſt Convulſion, it muſt of Ne- 
ceſlity, remove: And then his Body being Otherwiſe Sup- 
ported by his Knees at the Bottom of the Ditch, and the 
Weight of it bearing upon his Left Arm, lying Douoled 
under his Head, the Pummel of the Sword could not well 
touch the "RA of the Ditch. But Mr. Skillarne, one 
of the Surgeons that Aſſiſted upon the View of the Body, 
Speaks moſt Exprefly to this Part of the Queſtion. 


ww 


Zachariab Skillarne Depoſeth, That he this Enfor- 
mant raking a ftris View of the Ditch where Sir 
Edmunds Body was found , he obſerved an Impreſl- 
tion «por the Side of of the Ditch, about a Foot above the 
P.ortom of #, ar Frerg ro the Beſt Tung ment this Enfor- 
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21ant is able to make of it, which he took to be the Dint 
of the Pummel of the Sword. 


This 1s a Great-Deal more then Needed, for the 
Killing of a Dead Canſe : But the Plain Short of the 
Matter in fine, is neither Better nor Worſe, then 7h. 
If the Queſtion of the Ditch has been Omitted, as a 
Point forgotten, *tis ſuch Another Shp as the Point that 
the Atheiſtical Penitent forgotjin his Confeſſion, which 
was, That he did not Believe in God ; for it was the Key 
of the Whole Work, If it was paſs'd over as a Thing 
not Worth the minding,it was a Caſe of JSlo:t,and might 
have born the Charge of Interrogatory, and Debate - 
Eſpecially when ſo many Lives Depended upon tae 
Conſequence of a Right, or a Miſtaken Sentence : wut 
if 1t was neither of Theſe Two, it was a Matter at 
That Time, perhaps, too Hot to be Handled ;, and *tis 
a Dangerous Thing fox People to be Over-Inquiſitive 1n- 
to the Truth of a Matter that is Deſign'd for an 1mpo- 


ſture. We ſhall paſs now from what they Did Not, 


to what they Did, and ſo to the Next Chapter, 
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The Jury found Sir E. B. Godfrey to be Strangled. 
and not Kill'd with the Sword : The Surgeons 


were of the ſame Opinion, and gave their Rea- 


ſons for it. 


PON the Evidence and View of the Body of Sir 
E. B. Godfrey at the UWhite-Houſe, it appear- 
ed, upon the Main, that it was found at ſuch a Time 
and Place, and with his own Sword thorough it, They 
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232 The Myſtery of the Death 

obiervd the Limberaeſs of the Neck, and the Twa 
Circlfs about it : His Breſt very much Diſcolour'd, as it 
it had been Beaten, or Brui.fd;, Two Wounds under his 
Left Pap : One itopt at a Rib ;, the Otrer quite thorough 
the Body : They laid Great Weight upon it, that there 
was 1Vo Bloud found ia the Ditch ;, and upon the main 
iſſue, Whether he Dy*d by the Wound, or by Suffocati- 
02 ;, or whether by his own Hand, or by ſome Other Bo- 
dies : After a Long Debate, and a Great Deal of Jang- 
ling, in Due Conrſe and Form : The Coroner and his 
[yz ft took the Surgeons Advice along with them, and 
in the Corclfrom came to This Reſulr. 


That certaia Perſons to the Furors unkaown, a Certain 
Piece of Linnen Cloth of No Value, about the Neck 
of Sir Edmundbury Godftey, Then, and There, Felo- 
wiorfly, Wilfully, and of their Malice before thought, did 
Tye 41d Falten ; 2nd therewith the ſaid Sir Edmundbu- 
ry Godfrey, Feloniouſly, Wilfully, and of their Malice 
before thought, did Suffocate and Strangle, of which 
/z/d Suffocaeion, and Strangling, He the ſaid Sir Ed- 
mun thury Godfrey Then and There Inſtantly Dy'd. 


This 18 according to a Printed Copy of the Yerdit 
pubuihed by Jareway In 1682.0n the Behalf of the Pro- 
fecutors of Mr. Pain and Mr. Farwell, for Publiſhing cer- 
tain Letters upon This Subject, directed to ies Prance. 
| never heard the Truth of the Copy Queſtiond : Be- 
{ide, that when the Bus*nefs was freſh, the Story was in 
every Bodies Mouth, that he was ſtrangled with a 
Linnea Cloth ;, and no other way of Suffocation fo much 
as mentioned - And That was the True Reaſon, of Bed- 
loe's S:1fiag him with a Pillow ;, to Anſwer the Suffacatt- 
an ; and of Praxce's doing it with a Twiſted Hand: 
keether, to Anfiver the Linnen Cloth, which Bedloe at- 
trward, very Diſcreetly turn'd into a Crevar ; By the 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Unfolded. 233 


token, [_1t was ſo treight that he could not get his Finger 

jm. | Now; the Inquiſition taken by the Coroner of 
p '; . . 

Miadaleſex, UuPOn the View of the Boay of SIr Eamund. 


tnrough this whole Afﬀair trom on2 End to the Other; 
but Time, and Conftaeration, upon the Opening of the 
Fatt will better Diſcover that Myſtery. The Root, in 
ſhort, of this Whole Miſcarriage, vas the removing of 
the Body ; Of which we have ſpoken ſufficiently in the 
Lait Foregoing Chapter. Put now to the Merits of 
lhe Cauſe. | | . 

The 
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254 The Myſtery of the Death 

The Surgcons were of Opinion, upon the Fiew of the 
Body at the Vhite Houſe (and in Truth for want of a 
View of It in the Ditch) that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 
was Strangled, and Not Kil'd by the Sword. The 
Jurors were Guided by the Surgeons, and accordingly 
they Azreed upon a YVeraitt. It will be well, in This 
Place, to conſider the Matter of Fa, as it lay before 
them ; their ;jJadgments upon it, and the Inducements 
that mov'd them to Agree upon the above-mentioned 
Verdict. 1 his will be beſt done, out of their Own 
 Atouths, And to take the Matter in Order, We'll 
ice firſt what they Deliver*d at the'Coroners Inqueſt. 
2ly. The Eviaexce they gave at the Tryals of Green, Ber- 
7y, and Hill, And 3ly. The Short of what was De- 
liver'd at the Tryal of Mr. Pain, and Mr. Farwel. I 
call ita Tryal, with a Reſpect to the Sacredneſs of the 
Seat of Juſtice ; though the Formalities of the Court 
were /zterrupted, and the Dignity of the Tribunal Af- 
fronted, with ſuch Clamours, and Inſults from the Rab- 


ble, that a Mar, might Foneſtly enough, at a Diſtance, 
have taken 1t for a Bair-Bating. 


The Enformation of Tacharias Skillarne, of the 
Pariſh of St. Martins in the Fields, Chirurgion, 


taken upon Oath 18th. Day of October, 16358. 
before Me. 


E ſaith, That be being ſent for as a Chirurgeon, to 
ſearch the Body of Sir Edmund Godfrey, did in 
the Preſence of the Coroner and Jury, Search the ſame ; 
and finds, that he was trangled; And that he hath re- 
cerved {ume Violent Blow upon the top of his Breaſt ; and 
this Enformant verily believes that the ſaid Sir Edmund 

dd Not Dye of the Wound throvgh his Body. 
Fo. Cowper, Coroner. Zac. Skillarn. 
| Za: 
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Zacharias Skillatn Chirurgeon, being further Ex- 
anmined, faith, That when he Searched Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey?s Body, he found that his Neck had been Twi- 
ſted towards the Left Side ; which was One of the Occaſi- 
ons of his Death, as This Enformant believes. 


Jo. Cowper, Coroner, Zac. Skillarn. 


The Enformation of Nicholas Cambridge of St. 


Giles 1n the Fields, Chirurgeon, taken upoz Oath 
the ſame Day and Tear before Me. 


Thu Enformant ſaith the ſame. 


Jo. Cowper, Coroner. Nicholas Cambridge. 


Here's the Judgment of the Surgeons upon Oar/;, 


_ before the Coroner, Offob. 18, 19. 1678. and their Evi- 


dence was much thereabouts, afterward, at the Tryal 
of the Pretended Murtherers, Feb. 10. 167%. But the 
Faireſt way will be to Deliver the Colloguy at Large, 
for {o much a concerns This Subject. 

 Iſfhall only take Notice of Ove Artificial Inſinuation 
by the Way. [We Deſire (ſays Mr. Attorney ) to cal 
the Surgeons that View'd and OPEN'D the Body, Mr.Skil- 
larn, and Mr. Cambridge, Tryal. fol. 30.] Now this 
was to poſleſs the Audzence with a Full Perſuzſion of the 
moſt Reaſonable Thing in the World, and that the Body 
had beenDpen'd Indeed. Whereas there was No Oper- 
ing of the Body ; but on the contrary, the Thing was 
A1odand Defid, but the Brothers wonld not Permit 
it; and Mr. Hobbs (as he told me very Frankly, with 
his own Lips ) was Abſolutely fo2 it; for, ſays he, 
upon the Opening of the Poay, you ſhould have known as 
well what Death he Dy*d, as if you had ſeen it. But now 
to the Evidence. | % 
> |S" Mr. 
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236 The Myſtery of the Death 


Mr. Att. G. Did you obſerve his Boealt ? how was it ? 

Mr. Skillarn. ] His Breaſt was All beaten with ſome 
Ovtuſe Weapon, either with the Feet, or Hands, or Some- 
thing. 

Mr. Att. G.] Did you obſerve his Neck ? 

Mr. £5; [arn. |] les, It was Diſtorted, 

Nr. Att: Us, Flow far > . 

Mr. Skillarn.7] Tow might have taken the Chin, and 
heve {uu it upon cither Shoulder. 

Mr. Att. G.7] Did you Obſcrve the Wound ? 

ir. Skillarn. Yes I did. It went 172 at one place, and 
Stopt at a Rib ; the Other Place, it was quite through the 


72 
£- JAv. 


Mr. Att. G. ] Do you think he was kilPd by That 
Th ound : s 

Mr. Skillarn. No; for then there would have been ſome 
Evacuation of loud, which there was Not ; And be- 
fiaes;, bys Boſom was open, and he had a Flannel Walt- 
coat and a Shirt on ;, and neither Thoſe, nor any of his 
Clothes were Pentirated. 

Mr. Att. Gen.] But are you Sure bis Netk had been 

Suwoken?> 

Mr. Skjllarn.] Yes, 1 am ſure. 

Arr. Att. G.] Becauſe ſome have been of Opinion, that 

e Hing'd Himſelf, and his Relations to Save his Eſtate, 

1127 he through I would acfire to ash the Chirurgeou 
what be T hinhs of it, 
__ M. Skillarn.] There was more done to his Neck then 
an Ordinar 'y. Suffocation ; the Wound went through his 
very Heart and there would bave appear'd ſome Bloud, 
if it had been done quickly after his Death. 

Nr. Att. G.] Did it appear by the View of the Boay, 
74t he was Strangled or Hang'd ? 

Mr. Skiflarn, ] He was a Lean Man, and his Mauſ- 
tes, if ke had died of the Wound, would have been Tur- 
&i@; Aad Then an ain, All St angled People never Swell, 
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becauſe there is a Sudden Deprivation of all the $ pirits, aid 
a hindring of the Circulation of the Bloud. 

Mr. Att. G,] How long do you believe he might be dead 
before you ſaw him ? . 

Mr. Skillarn.] 7 believe, four or five days. And they 
might have kept him a Week, and he never SwelPd at All, 
being a Lean Man, And when we Ript him up, he be- 
gan for to Putrify , we made two Inziſions to give it Vent ; 
and the Liquor that was in his Body aid a Little Smell. 
The very Lean Fleſh was ſo near turd into Putrefattion, 
that it Stuck_to the Inſtrument whea we Cut it. 

Mr. Recorder. ] My Lord, here is another Chirurgeon, 
Mr. Cambridge ; Pray Sir are you Sworn ? 

Mr. Tambyidge. ] Yes, 1 am. 

Mr. Recorder.) Whez did you ſee the Boay of Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfrey ? 

Mr. Cambyidge. ] Von Friday ; the wery day the 
Gentleman did, I found his Neck Diſlocated, and his 
Bauealt very much Beaten, and Briiſed. And I found 
1'wo Pundures under his left Pap ;, the one went againſt the 
Rib, the other quite through the Body under the Left Pap. 

Mr. Att, G. Do you believe That Wound was the Occa- 
fron of his Death ? 

Mr. Cambyidge.,] No; 7 believe it was given bins 
after his Death. 

L.C.].] Ard his Neck was Broke ? 

Mr. Cambyidge,] His iVeck was Diſlocated, Sir. 


The Matter here Under Conſideration was the 
Diſtortion of his Neck, His Pruiſes ; No Evacuation of 
Eloud ;, The Appearance of his Muſcles Inſorauch!, 
that they both Agree that the IWound was given him 
after his Neath; And the Bruiſes are preſum*d to have 
been Occalion'd by the Blows he received from the 
hriherers upon Siruggling to Defcnd himielf. The 
Reader 1s here to take Notice, that Mr. Ski/arne, and 
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239 The Myſtery of the Death 
Camlgidge, were the Two only Surgeons that were ta. 
ken If for Aſſiſtants to the Coroner. But however, 
that there were others CalPd-1n who ſaw him by the 
By, to give Evidence afterward upon a Tryal at Guild. 
hall, Fune 20. 1682. As Mr. Hobbs, The Two 2M. 
Chaces, Father and Son ; Mr. Lazenby. Mr. Hobbes 
Part was This. | 


LE. C. Juſtice.] Had you any doubt whether he was 
AAdurther'd ? | 

Mr. Hobbs.] Indeed my Lord, I thought he was 
Strangled; 1hat was my Opinion; 1 cant tell Whether 
I was Miſtaken. I ſaid to Dr. Goodal, it would be very 
well if Myr. Godfrey would ſend for a Surgeon, and 4 
Phyſician from the Court, -avd Dthers from the Tity, 
fo SATISFY ALL PERSONS. 

Mr. Farwell.] What Colour was his Face ? 

Mr. Hobbs.] My Lord, it was Bloated. 

L. C. ]. Did it look as if Violence had been Vs 'd to him ? 

Mr. Hobbs.] Ay my Lord ;, and the Bloudy Viſſels of 
his Eyes were fo full, as if he had been Troubled with Sore 
Eyes. Tryal of Nathamel Thompſon, &c. fol. 23,24. 


The Evidence that the Two Mr. Chaces gave upon 
the Matter here in Qneſtion, was to This Effect. 14-. 
Chace tr2 Son, upon Fryday Morning View'd the Ditch, 
and ſaw No Bloud in't. He ſaw the Body in the 
Houſe ; Two Wounds; A Contuſton on the Left Ear. 
He. Believ*d he was Strangled, and thoſe Injuries done 
after he was Dead. = - 

Mr. Chace the Father ſaw the Body at the White- 
Houſe on Fryday; a Contufion, and Two Wounds , And 
the Next day he faw a Swelins on his Left Ear, as it 
a Knot had been Ty'd, fol. 24. 

Mr. Lazenby took him to be Strangled, and gave 
Reaſons. There was Blowd Forr Yards from the Ditch; 
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that Smelr as Strong as if he had been Dead a Fortnight > 
He Believ'd he was Strangled : His Stomach and Breaft 
were much Diſcolour*d, and Black, and his Month Dzſ- 
colour'd. He went up-ſtairs to Drink a Glaſs of Beer, 
and was CalPd down again to ſee Two Great Creaſes 
about his Teck, being told that young Mr. Chace had 
Unbuttowd the Collar, So being come down, he put 
the Collar together, and Perceived the Collar made a 
Mark, like a Streight Ring upon a Finger ; the Ieck. 
being Swell*d above the Collar, and Below, by the Strang- 
ling with a Chord, or Cloth, Tryal, fol. 25,26. 


1 muſt obſerve here by the way now, that my Cita- 
tions are from a Tryal Printed by the Lord Chief Fuſftice 
Pemberton's Order. There was Another Pretcnded Ac- 
count of the ſame Tryal : Publiſhed without Order, and 
ſaid to be Printed for Wiliam Maſon; Wherein by 
way of Abſtra#, the Evidence againſt the Prisners is 


ftraind, and Falſiied, and being much Harder upon © 


them, then That in the Authentique Tryal, *tis to be 
preſum'd, that for the Hononr of the Coxrr, Nothing 
was Omitted that might give Reputation to the Juſtice 
of the Protceding. 

I muſt take Notice again, that there's an Apper- 
dix of Afidavits and Obſervations Annexed to the 
Licens*d Tryal in the Courfe of Signature, and Folio, 
to ſupport the Credir of Prance*s Evidence, which looks 
as if the Whole had been Printed by the ſame Authority ; 
Whereas my Lord Chief Juſtice only Licensd the 
Tryal. Thefe ſurreptitious Pieces are of No Weight ; 
and it 1s but reaſon to Rejeft what 1s Spuriozr on the one 
fide, as It is Fair to Allow the Uttermoſ# Force of All 
that has been, or caz be ſaid cn the Orher, There was 
a Great ſtir made about Fly-blows, or Vo Fly-blews, 
and whether his eyes were ſh, or Opgcn, But I Inhalt 
zo#ch upon Thoſe Points 2s they fall in My W ay, 
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340 1he Mjſiery of the Death 


without laying, more trefs upon the Matter then ts 
\ Vorth. 
To do Right to All People, and to All Things; and 
to All Purpoſes, I muſt Recommend here one Note LO 
TiC Reader \ upon the Teſtimonies Deliver*d, and as they 


are here repreſented by the Gentlemen above Named. 


They do Not ſpeak to the Whole Ffory of the Bus neſs, 


according, to the Litcral ſtridineſs of the Oath, or Duty 


of an Evides ce, ſoas to Expatiate upon A] Il the Minutes 
of new K nowledge, or Thoughts, as to the Thing in 
Q:eſtion, but according to the Equity, and the Intent 
of Publigue Trſtice ;- For the Court puts the Queſtions ; 
and it 1s their Part, Truly to Anſwer them , withour 
Tunning into Mat ters Forreion to the Interrogator y. 
They Bchev'd, upon what the y had in Siebr, that he 
was ſtrangled; and ſo That was a ſafe, and Convenicat 
Queſtion : and the Signs of It about his Neck, were em- 
Prov d 1 in favour of That Opinion ; if he had Dy'd of the 
Te 0:71d, they ſay, there would have been a Great Eva- 
CUation of loud; and fo the Queſtion upon That 


Point, was, In a Manner Reſtrain”d to the Ditch : only 


ſome ſuper fcial Enquiries about the Dreining of it a: 
hc Thire-bor ſe into the Celler, and the like : As if the 
vacuatiyn of a Galloa of Bloud, In Another Place, were 
not as Corperent a Ground to Concluds UNoN, AS Oc 
Drop of Bloud in the Ditch : But if Theſe Gentlemen 
had had the Body before them, 1n the Dizch, as they 
had It in the Houfe, they would never have trouble 
themſelves, with his IVeck; his Bruiſes, or his Circles, 
having fo Demonſtrati ve 2 Certainty of the True Cauſe of 
Þ1s Death, before them : For there was not any Pait 
about him ; Not fo much as a Finger, that they would 
not have read the Workings of Nature in. There would 
have been No Doubt, in fine, Whether he Dy'd by a 
Sword, or by a Crevat; but Who KiiPd him migitt 
perchance have Y:ielded Matter for Another Queſtion 
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it they could have thonght it Poſſible for Mortal 
i1ands to have Drawn ſo Accurate, and Natural 
Counterfeit of a Man that had KilPd Himſelf. To 
Conctude ; the Surgeons were Confulted in their Fa- 
ciity, upon what Appeard to Them, without any Ob- 
[:gation upon them to Pronomce upon a Fatt that was 
}/bolly out of their Ken - As if a Man ſhould ask the 
Fndgment of the College of Phyſiciaas, concerning, ſucli 
or ſuch a Diſeaſe. "They may be Great Philoſopt: ers, 
and Dodors, and yet Miſtake the Diſtemper ; and much 
more lyable were Theſe Gentlemen to a Miſt ake, upon 
the Judgement of Thu Fuſtice's Death. .In one Word 
more; Thi Evidence was EffeCtually, but rhe Repeating 
of a Leſſon, ana the ſaying of the ſame Things over 
agaln, which they had Declard before : They were,in 
Truth, Leaaing Oveſtions that Required Following An- 
ſwers and. as it happen'd, there was not One Interro- 
gatory that came near the Qzick, I will add one Word 
more ; and ſo make an end of Thys Chapter. 1 am, my 
ſelf, Perſwaded, that there were ſuch Signs of Suffoca- 
tion, as if his Body had been found Hung up in a Room 
with a Sword rmorough it, and an Eff10n of Blond upon 
the Floor too, ſuppoſing the Worzd vefore he was quite 
Deaa, one might have at lealt divided the Death, be- 
twixt the Sword, and the Falter : But upon the finding 
of a Sword through a Body in a Ditch, and in ſuch a Po- 
fr: 107 too; and No viſible, or Ha rdly Imaginable Hang - 
Ing 1 the Cale; to Conclede, that he was ſtrangled, and 
that the Sword had No Part in his Death, was a Thing, 
that Moſt Infallibly Theſe Gentlemen would never have 
Arrecd to, at leaſt *till they had fatisfy*'d themſelves 
that there was No Poſſibility of any Other Cauſe for 
Thoſe Signs of Suffocation ; and ?till they had fully 
Conſider whether there Might not be ſomething of 
Equinalence to fuch a Snffocation, in the Circumſtances of 
the State, and Condition wherein they fourd him. 
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C H AP. | XII. 


The Juror's Reaſons for the Verdi@ they gave, npoz 
the View of Sir E. B. Godfrey 's Body. 


Homas Harris Depoſeth, That He this Enformant, 

ſome few Days after Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 
went Laſt from his Houſe, heard that he was Miſling ; 
And ſaith, That the ſaid Sir Edmund*s Body being found 
Dead iz 4 Ditch, at, or near Prim-roſe-Hill, He this 
Enformant was Summon'd upon the Coroners Inquelt to 
attend at the White-Houſe, near the ſaid Primroſe-Hill, 
where there were I'wo Perſons ſ:ppos'd to be Surgeons, to 
View, ard to Probe the Body. The One's Name was 
Cambridze; The Other this Enformant doth not know. 
{he faid Surgeons, upon Examinins the Body, found I'wo 
Wounds, which they ſaid they Believ'd were given after 
the Body was Dead. Ard obſerving a Streak about hts 
Neck, they faid they Believed he was Firſt Suffocated, and 


mant did not take Notice of any other Surgeons there, ther 
Thoſe Aforeſaid. The matter was there Dubated by the 

Jurors, who were not as yet ſatisfied how he ſhould come to 

bis End : There being Evidence of the Place,and the Man- 

ner of finding kim, but None of the Particular Manner 

of bis Death. So that the Jury Adjourn 'd till they fhould 
ave a Further SUMmMons. 

Upen Saturaay the Day following, tre Jury met again at 
the Roſe and Crown 72 St. Giles's in the Fields, where 
trey came, after a Long Debate, to a Verdict, Agreeing, 
that the f:id Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Strangled 
by Perſons Unknown, @&c. 

And being further acked, How it came to paſs, that thi 
Enformant, «nd the Jury, ot being ſatisfied in the Man- 

2g | net 


And this Enfor- ' 


of Sir E.B. Godirey Onfolded, 2 
ner of t7e faid Sir Edmund's Death, by any Proofs « 
the White-Houle, ty came Now to "oF better Sa 1t1Sty'L 
therein, at the Roſe and Crown, then they Cs 
To wl. ich, this Enformant makgth Anſwer, That an Oy1- 
man, - 4nd Some Others made Oath, 'T hat they ſaw him 
in the S/ra7d about Twelve or One upon the Day that 
he was Firit Milling. 

And being {urther Aſked, How they came to find him: 
Strangled with a Linnen Cloth, when there was No Lin- 
nen Cloth ford, and not rather Rid with his own 
Sword, which was found through him : This Enformant 
Anſwercth, T hat the Surgeons rold them, That if he had 


been run throngh firſt, there could never have been a 
Suffocation After W ards. 


John Cowley Depoſeth, That there were. "I wo Sur- 
Ceons call'd to View, and Examine the Body, who gave 
their Opinions pon Oath, (to the beſt of this Enform 'nts 
Memory ) that ne was Suflocated, which they Gatner'd 
from a Circle about his Neck, and the ſetling of the Bloud 
about his Preait. 


T; ney did not come to a Verdict at That Meet! ng : \ But 


the Coroner told them, that for ſeveral Reaſons grey ſhould 
at preſent Adjourn. 

After the Adjournment aboveſaid, the Jury met at 
the Roſe and Crown in St. Giles's in the Fields, the next 
DAY, where they ſtay'd till very Late That Night, before 
they gave up their Verdict. | 

And this Enformant being Interrogated, if they fond 
a Linnen Cloth about him : Thss Enfor mant Anſwereth, 
That he neither ſaw, nor heard of aay. 

Aad this Enformant being Interrogated, if there was any 
Proof made to the Jury of the Body being ford Dead 
with a Sword through it, This Enſormant maketh Ar 
ſwer, That it was Prov "d p03 Oath. 
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244. The Myſtery of the Death 


And This Enformant being further Interrbgated, how they 
came to fiad him Strangled with a Linnen Cloth, when x9 
L.innen Cloth there appear'd ; and why they did not find 
him to Dye of his Wounds, when *twas Prov'd upon Oath, 
that the Body was found with a Sword through it * He 
this Enformant maketh Anſwer, That by the Opiaton of the 
Surgeons, and the Appearance of the Body, they Fudg'd 
that he was Strangled. And touching the Wound giver 
by the Sword, this Exformant Judged that the Wonnd 
could not be his Death z becauſe he ſaw No Bloud fol- 


lo YV. 


Toſep: Girls Depoſeth, That being Summoned, Cc. 
One Ars. Blith, amd her Man of St. Giles's, made 
Oath, They, o- One of them had been upon Wedneſday 
up aad down thereavouts (where the Body was found) looking 
for a Calf newly falPn; And that at that time, they did vs 
fee auy Dead Body. This being Wedneſday when Sir 
E.B. Godfrey was Miſſing. And faith, That the Jurors 
complaic?d much of waiting fo long, and Deſir*d to be Dil- 
milled ; bar the Coroner, John Cowper, urged the ſtayins 
0 it owt, till they ſhould ſee what Evidence world come 
tt. 


Tomas Woollams Depoſeth, That he was Summo- 
ned, Cc. And that there were Iwo Surgeons with the 
Jury, po the View of the Body 5 Who, upon Examina- 
119 of the Circumſtances, Dceclar'd upon their Oaths, 
That they Believed the Body was Suffocated ; Giving theſe 
Reajyns jor it, that therewas a Circle about the Neck; 
77::Viond was Setled within the Skin, and his Neck ſec: 
e/ io be \Wrenched. They did not come to a Verdict 4 
4 !at Sitti;17 ;, but pitt it off to another Sitting. 


Sin Stantes erDepoſeth,zhat he being Summoned,X< | 


«:& ine Jury Sworn, they went All, or the greater Fart of 
them. 
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them, and this Enformant, one of the Number, to View 
the Place where the Body was found ; and ſo Return'd to 
S4t upon the Body. There were T'wo Perſons, one Cam- 
bridge, 4 Surgeon, and Another Perſon Unkzown to this 
Enformant, who they ſaid was a Surgeon alſo, to View, and 
to Examine the ſaid Body, who Delivered their Opinion 
upon their Oaths, That they Believed that the ſaid Sir Ed- 
mund did Not Dye of the Wound by the Sword ; but 
that he was Strangled : For his Breaſt was Black and 
Bruiſed ; And there was a Liſt about his Neck: His 
Neck Limber, and his Chin turd upon his Left Should- 
der, to the beſ of This Enformants Memory. That by 
This Opinion of the Surgeons, and their declaring that he 
aid not Dye by the Wound of the Sword, This Enfor- 
mant, and others of the Jury ( as he Believes ) Were 

= ſnaded to be of the ſame Opinion, That he did not 

Dye of the Wound of the Sword. 

Arid This Enformant ſaith, That they did not come to 
a Verdict at the White- Houſe ; But there betng a great 
Crowd of People, and No Evidence as yet appearing, (4s 
this Enformant Remembers) but the Two Surgeons, and 
Mr. Collins, who faid that he ſaw him on the Day that he 
was F1rit Miſſing about Nine or Ten a Clock in the Morn- 
Ing, near 4 Barn of the ſaid Mr. Collins's, hard by Ma- 
ry bone Church ; te Jury was commg at that time to 4 
Verdict, That the Day following, in the Afternoon, the 
ſaid Jury met at the Roſe and Crown 12 St. Giles's IN 
the Fields, where they ſate from the Afternoon, till pajt 
Midnight, before they gave up their Verdict. 

This Enformant being Interrogated, what Evidence they 
kad at the Roſe and Crown, more then they had before at 
the White-Houſe, ro make them think_ that the Sword was 
not the Cauſe of his Death : This Enformant Anſwereth, 
That a Shop-keeper, with his Wife, and ſome bod elſe, 
gave Enformation «pox Oath, That they bad ſeen the 
ſaid Sir Edmund at the Door of the ſeid Shop-kceper ; 
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246 [ke Myſtery of the Death 

| _ Y 
abort T welve a Clock at Noon the Firſt Day that Sir 
Edmund mas Milling ; by which, it appear*d, that the ſaid 
Sir Edmund was back again #2 London, after Mr. Col- 
ins #4 ſec him about Mary bone. 


Azthozy Frper Depoſeth, being Summoned, Cc. 
1 hat there were Two Perſons, ſaid to be Surgeons, that had 
re View of,and the Probing of the Body. The Name of the 


One was Nicholas Cambridge, bit the Name of the Other 


} - 


his Enformant doth mot Remember : And that upon the 
Proving of the ſaid Body, they gave their Opinion that 
ine \Vounds were made after he was Dead; whioh, to 
#mms Eaformants Remembrance, Wov'd This Enfo1- 
11ant, any Dthers, to be of rhe fame Opinion too. 

And this Enformant faith, That the Surgeons afore- 
{2;d were with the Jury agam at the Roſe and Crown, (to 
the beſt of his Knowledge ;) And that the ſaid Surgeons 
Declar'd they Believ*d he was Strangled with a Napkin, 
or Some ſuch Thing, which this Enformant ſaith, was 
:e Only Reaſon,zogether with the Circle about his Neck, 
that Induc'd This Enformant to be of "That Opt- 


non. 


- 


Robert Trotton being Snammoned, &c. Depoſet!, 
Ti-at veing 454 upon what Evidence they found the ſaid Sir 
tdmund ro be Strangled with a Linnen Cloth, the Body 
c;::7 tound with a Sword through zt, ard no Linnen 
Cloth appearing, This Enformant maketh Anſwer, T hat 
He and the Jury could not tell what to Think ont, it 
was ſo Tickliſn a Busneſs : But the Two Surgeons, Orc 
Nitnoins Cambridge, and Another, ſaying, that it was 
Zoe by fome Linnen Cloth, Sway'd !5e Fury to find it 
in. Azd wat Tis Entormant verily kclieveth, that 
© tne aid Surgeons had not given their Opinions, that 
he was kiiPd by a Linnen Cloth, the Jury wonld have 
ven 1m the Veruict, that it was done with his own 

- 4 
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And further, That this Enformant doth not Remember 
any more Surgeons upon the View of the Body with the Ju- 
rTOors, then the Two before ſpoken of : Aad he Remembreth 
that the ſaid Surgeons were with the Fury,both at the White- 
Houſe, and at the Roſe and Crown ; And that the Ju: 
r02sS were ſtrongly of Opinion that the ſaid Sir Ed- 
mund was Kill'd with the Swo2d that was found in 
his Body,'till the Earneſtneſs of the Surgeons PrevailPd 
upon them, to glve their Verdict Another way. 


John Davis Depoſeth, That this Enformant was Sum- 
-n0n'd to appear upon the Coroners: Inqueſt at. the White- 
Houſe zear Primroſe-Hill ; And there to fit uport the Bo- 
dy of Sir Edrmundbury Godfrey, which was found Dead 
near that Place: And This Enformant went thither ac- 
cordingly, where He this Enformant ſaw the ſaid Body ly- 
ing upon the Table : And likewiſe ſaw Two Perſons there, 
which he took_to be Surgeons.  . © 

And faith, . That the ſaid Jurors were diſcourſing how 
the ſaid Sir Edmundbury Godfrey came by his End : And 
that "This Enformant did not underſtand by any thing 
he heard there, nor did he eycr underſtand how the 
faid Sir Edmmnd came by his Death. 

And that the ſaid Fury was Adjonruz'd from the White= 
Houſe ; and hkewiſe that the Coroner there Declar'd, 
that the ſaid Body might be bury*d. 

And this Enformant remembreth, that the ſaid Jury ſat 
again at the Roſe and Crown i St.Giles's in the Fields 
And that there they ſat Late in the Night, *till they dels- 
ver*d up their Verdict. | 

And faith, That this Enformant, by all that Paſs'd 
There, could not underſtand how the faid Sir Edmund 
came by his Death; Neither did he find by any of 
his Fellow:Juro2s, how he came by his Death. 

Aud This Enformant Remembreth, that in Diſcourſins 
pon the [aid Body ; Some were of: Opinion that he Mur- 
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240 The Myſtery of the Death 


ther'd Himſelf ; Others, that it was done by the Hands 
of ſome Other Perſon, or Perſons. 


Philip Wyanes Depoſeth, being Summon'd, &c. That 

there was One Cambridge 4a Surgeon there ; and Another 
Perſon who they ſay was a Profeſs'd Surgeon, whom This 
Enformant did not kaow, which 1wo Surgeons did j0n 
their Oaths take a Ficw of, and Examime the Pcuy , 
Lancing the Breaſt, and the Neck, Declaring their Opi- 
rnions upon the View and Examination of the ſaid Boaly ;, 
That it was Impoſlible for the ſaid Sir Edmund to do That 
of Himſelf, but that it was dove by othir Hands: And 
that he Dy'd by Suffocating,by ſomething that was Broad, 
the Circle it Self being very Broad. The Crowd of People 
berg very Great, and the Jurors deſirous to get what En- 
formation they could they were Adjourn'd for that Time 
without coming to a Verdict. 
The Jury met Next at the Roſe and Crown at St. 
/Giles's in the Fields, Where they ſat from the Afternoon 
rill about Midnight, before they gave wp their Verdict ; 
The 1 wo Surgeons before Spoken of,, Continuing ia the ſame 
Opinion that they were before. 

And This Enformam being Interrogated, what Objeai- 
075 were Mov?d upon the Debate before they came to a Ver- 
dit, Maketh Anſwer, That ſome ſaid perhaps he might 
Wurther Himſelf ; ſome that perhaps the Sword might 
Kill him; Others that he was Strangled : But they All 
Agreed at laſt in the ſame Verditt. 

Thomas Paſon Depoſeth, being Summon'd, That 
there was one Cambridge 4 Surgeon to view the Body; And 
Likewiſe Another Perſon Unkaown to this Enformant, who 


/ they ſaid was a Surgeon ;, which [aid Surgeons gave their 
" Opinion, that the Sword was not the Death of him ; But 


that he was Strangled. That there was a Debate upon | 
the Matter ; But the Preſs being Troubleſome, and tre 
Perſons 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Unfolded. 249 


Perſons that found the Body,not Preſent, the Fury brake up 
from the White-Houſe. 


That on the Next day, being Saturday, the Jury Met 


at the Roſe and Crown ia St. Giles's in the Fields, 

abort Five in the Afternoon , Azad that they ſat *til Four 

in twe Morning, before they Agreed upon the Verdict. 
And moreover, This Enformant ſaith, That the ſaid 


firſt Miſting, and Aka him to Dine with them, 


Thomas Hartwell Depoſeth , being Surmmon'd, &c. 
That the Neck of the ſaid Body being ſo Limber, that it 
would not lye Upright «po the Table; This Enformant 
Beliewveth (to the Reſt of his FAemory ) that there were Sur - 
geons ſent for ; And that there came two Perſons, One Cam- 
bridge, whom This Enformant khaew to be a Surgeon, and 
the Other 1 izis Enformant did not know ; The ſaid Surgeons 
feeling, ad viewing the Body about the Neck, and find- 
ing the Neck to be Limber, and a Green Liſt round it, 
They the ſaid Surgeons gave their Opinions that the ſaid 
Body was Strangled. 

This Enformant further ſaith, That upon the Surgeons 
Declaring 1 hemfelves in Manner as Aforeſaid, He This 
Enformant was Induc'd to be of That Opinion : Et the 


Crowd being very Great, and the Fury deſiring to be better. 


Enform'd, they Roſe without C oming to a Verdict. 

And this Enformant ſaith, That the Furies next Mcet- 
ins was at the Roſe and Crown in St. Glleves 1n the 
Fields, where they had a Long Debate before they gave up 
tneir Verdict. / 

Tins Enformant remembreth, that there was Sometime 07 
cther a Diſpute betwixt the Two Coroners, but doth Gt 
remember upon what Point, nor the Circumſtances of the 
Piſpute; Neith:r can be be Politive, that it was about the 
kody that was there. in Queſtion. 

And 
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250 The Myſtery of the Death 

And ſaith, That the Surgeons gave for the Reaſon of 
their Opinions, that the Neck was Limber, and Broken, 
And a Circle of Bloud Settled about the Neck And That 
This Enformant Believeth, that the Jury relyed upon 
tha Surgeons ©Dpinion, believing that they Under- 
{tood the Mattcr better then the Jurors. Ihe Surgeons 
alſo ſaying, That they Believed he was Strangled with z 
Cloti, rc Circle world not have been ſo Broad elſe. 


| am Now to Obſerve, upon This Evidence, Firſt, 
That tne Verdict was not Carry'd fo Clear as the World 
has been made to Believe - For after ſo many Hours Sit- 
tir at the White-Houfe upon the Friday, they were 
forc'd to Adjoura the Debate to the Roſe and. Crown in 
St. Giles's , and to make Another Days Work on't ; Nay, 
and 1t was far into Sunday Horning too, before they A- 
greed their Verdict, | | 

It mult not be paſs'd over in the Second Place, What 
was the 77uc Reaſon of their putting it off, Farr ſaid 
the Jury were not ſatisfied, and fo Adjourn'd. Cowſey 
lays, ey could not agree That Point, and the Coroner 
Adjoirnd ror ſeveral Reaſons | Belt known to Þim- 
ſcif, ] Wyanes ſays, they Aajorrn'd for Better Unto): 
mation; And ſo ſays Hartwell. But they Adjourn'd, in 
fine, for want of Full Enformation, They came next 
day together again, according, to that Adjournment, 
and far out the Debate *tiil it came toa Yeraitt, which 
preſumes that they had now gotten the Better En: 
mation, which they wanted before: And what 
4 nat Enformation was, 15 the Thing next to be Con- 


of Sir E. B. Godirey Cnſelicd. 2 gl 
C H A P. |XIIL 
The Fury Adjournd the Debate for want of Evi- 


dence : ©nere what Better Euidence th ey had 


the Next Ds :y whenthey carte to a rdich, thar 
was Produc'd fs Day before 2 


HE Queſtion in Debate 1s ſhortly Thus : By IVkat 

Death, or by What Hand Sir E. B, Godfrey Dy d. 
| he Fury were Divided, the Firſt Day for want bs C'01m- 
BS Enftormaiton ; and ther Coming to a Reſolution 
the day following, Suppoſes an Additional, or a Supple- 
mental Evidence, which mult be either in P; oof of Fact, 
or upon the For ce of Fair Inference, or Pregnant Pre- 
ſemption : ſo that in a Train of Thought 1t comes Na- 
rurally now to be. Enquir'd into, what New Jaducc- 
ments or Erformations, they received,the Second day to- 
ward the Preſumption of his being Strancled, over and a- 
bove what they had the Day before. The Bulinefs of the 
Wounds given after he was 7 Deall, the Streak or Circle 
about his Neck; the Setling of his Eloud about the 
Breaſt, the Wreachiag and the Limbernc /s of his Neck; 
IVo Evacuation of Bloud : Theſe were the Circumitances, 
as Appears by the Juvors —_——_— that the Surgeons 
Declar'd to be the Reaſoirs, wiy they Concluded "him 
to be S:rangled , And it muſt be with a Napkia or ſome 
Linnen Cloth, they faid, to Anſwer the Breadth of the 
L:{t about his Neck, Now It rhe Jurors had All This 
before them on the Fridzy, And that Neither the Opi- 
19m Or The Surgcor ', nor the Yew of the Body, nor 
Both Togctier could Prevail n 2071 tne Fury That Day ta 
find him Str ngicaz tne Sans Redſon 25 Over again, Un- 
i {$ otherwiſe and dotter SUP? 08 _ Aaninor be Decc:t - 


ly Vrderſiood to haye had more Pgirer res Alinds. 
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252 The Myſtery of the Death 


and Underſtanding upon the Satzrday then they had on 

Eriday * & that” the Jurors are Now to tell us what 
Vonderſul Revelation they had the Day Following , to 

is This Ayſtery; Only a Word or Two, aA Fin 


to I hat Point. 


WWilizn Collins and Thomas Maſon, Both Jury-Men 
faw Sir Edmund That Saturday Morning, 1 Former 
about Nine of the Clock, tall ng with a Milk- Woman zear 
Paddington ; The Other coming from Paddington-Ward, 
tward London, about Eleven, That Morning. We 
{hall now ſee what 1t was that Sway*d the Verait. 


They were mov*d to the ;Yeraitt (fays Mr. Harrs)- 


by n Oylman, and Others that ſaw him at Twelve. They 
fat Long (fays Mr. Stanaever) and an Oylman and his 
Hife ſew*'d hc was come bark again. Nr, Maſon ſays the 
jame Thing too. 

Noiv the Queſtion was, upon the Evidence before 
the Jury, whether he was Strangled, or KiiPd with a 
Sword, T hey cou'd not, it ſeems. agrees upon the Mat- 


er, "tull they found that Mr. Radcliff, and Others had - 


Seen him 5-44 One of the Clock in the Strand near Cha- 
FImG-Ci 'ofs c That day that Collins had Seen him near Pag- 
dirg grow in the Jorning -: and from hence they draw a 
Concluſion, he was Strangled. And why might they not 
48 reaſonably have Inferr*d from the Proof of his Com- 
ng back again, that he Dy'd by the Sword, as by the 
Linnea Cloth? Belide that it was in Every bodies 
Mouth, betore ever they came to a Yerazet, that Szve- 
ral People had ſeen him in his way toward Paddington 
back a7ain: But we ſhall have a Better Occaſion to look 
mnto This Particular, when we come to Diſcourſe of the 
/undgſes that were made xſe of,and of Thoſe that werc 
Not, and into the Aeritcs of That Evidence. In the 
Mean While, the Jurors were, in Effet, Torally led oy 


T it 


N 
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The Surgeons told us ſo (fays Mr. Harris) The Surge- 
ens Judg*d him ſtrangled, fays Ar. Cowſcy: And fo ſays 
Mr. Woollams: "The Opinion of the Surgeons ſway d the 
Jury, lays Ar. Standever. 'I he Surgeons Opinion moy*d 
Ar. Fryer, Mr. Trotton, and eitectually, All the Reft. * 

But All This had no Effect upon the Jury the Firf 
day; Nay the Jurors ({ays Mr. Trotton) were ftrongly of 
opinion that he was k&ilF'd with the D02d, ?Liil the Ear- 
neſtneſs of the Surgeons prevail'd with them to ape their 
Verdict Another way, Mr. Davies Declares that Nei- 
ther He nor Any of his Fellow-Furors were ſatis fyd inn 
the Bus'neſs. But ſome would have it that he Kill'd 
Himſelf Others, that he was Murther'd by ſome bod 
elſe. | « 

So much for the Point of the Sargeons leading the 
Fury; and 1t remains now to Examine the Weight of 
Thoſe Reaſons that Wrought upon the Szrgeons, which 
| ſhall Handle with All due reſpefs to their Abilities, 
to their J[ztcgrity, and to their Profeſſuon. Let me be 
Underſtood here, to Comprehend All Thoſe Perſons of 
Name and of /ark,that have Deliver'd thetr thoughts 
upon This Subject, occaſionally, and by the By, as well as 
Thoſe Gentlemen that Aſſiſted more [mmediately to the 
A:tending of This Office. To ſay the Plain Truth of 
the Matter, the Surgeons had bnt half a ſight of the 
Caſe, and Conſequently, conld make but half a Judgment 
upon the Thing in Qneſtion. Nothing 1s more Ordi- 
nary, then for Learned and Prattical Phyſtcians, upon 2 
Conſult to ſay, If I had known, or ſeen This or That Ac- 
cident,, I ſhould have taken it to have been fuch or ſuch 
a Diſeaſe ; and molt Undoubtedly, (as I have Hinted 
already) thcy would have made quite Another Judg- 
ment upon the Boy in the Ditco, then thcy did upon 
the Table. But to give as muci as can be Crarted, or [ 
might have ſaid as much as can be Demarard in the 
ren Preſent ſtate of Things; lhe very Conjettarc, Or 
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Probability of a Siffocation, was as much almolt, as the 
Matter would bear ; And 1t had need of being very 
well ſeconded, even to Warrant the Sentence of a Barc 
Likelyhood. As for Inſtance, now. 

There is Great Weignt laid upon the Limberneſs, the 
Twiſting, or the Wreaching of the Veck, as ſome of the 
Jurors have worded It 5, or the Diſlocating of 1t, accord- 
ing to the Surgeoms. They All ſpoke of Greens Twiſting 
his IVeck, ſays Prance, Tryal, fol. 17.] And from hence 
they Infer that he was ſtrangled. Now the Fallacy of 
This 1aference lyes fo oper, that Every 1Vurſe, and Sear- 
cher here about the Town 1s Infnitely Þetter able wo 
ſpeak to'r, upon Experience, then the Whole Council of 
Surgeons Hall can pretend to; if they take upon them 
to ſpeak only by Book. 


Robert White Depoſeth, that berg deſired to ſpeak his 
Obſervations upon Dead Bodies, Concernng the Limber- 
neſs of their Necks, as if therr Necks were Broken ; and 
whether or No he hath taken Notice of ſuch a Limberncſs 
of the Neck in Ordinary Caſes ; He This Enformant ma- 
keth Anſwer, That be hath ſeen ſeveral Bodies, which p91! 
the Firſt Appreheaſion ſeemed to have their Necks Broken, 
and Diſlocated ; but that upon Examination of Evidence, 
He Thus Enformant hath found the Necks of ſeveral Bodies 
z0 be very Looſe and Limber, that have been Deſtroy'd 


by Wounds 72 Other Places. 


Mary Smith, and Sarah Moteton, Searchers of the 
Pariſh of St. Martins in the Fields, Joyatly Depoſe, that 
Theſe Enformaats being asked whether in ther Obſervation 
of Bodies that Dye a Natural Death , they Theſe Enfor- 
mants find the Necks of ſuch Bodies as aforeſaid, eitho 
Stiti, or Limbor: They make Anſwer, that they find the 
Necks of ſuch Bodies both Ways; ſome, Stiff; and ſome, 
Limber : Azd that they theſe Enformants, in token of ” 

Trutit 


of Sir F.B. Godfrey Unfolded. 255 
Truth of Thts, their Obſervation, do Joyatly affirm, That 
it is a Common ſaying among the Generality of Feople, Thar 
if the Neck of the Corps bez Looſe, ſome others will 


| ſhortly Dye out of the Family. 


And further the Enformants being ashed, in what XMan- 
ner they find the Looſneſs of the Neck. in Thoſe Bodies, 
where the Neck # Limber as aforeſaid; They make Anſwer, 
That they find the Necks, ſome Limberer then Others, 
and very often that the Chin will be turd from ſhoul- 
der to ſhoulder, and that it will Waggle to and fro. 


And Theſe Enformants Joyntly ſay, that when they have 


come to ſearch Bodies that have been a Day Dead or ſo; 
And that they have found the Head Leaning upon the 
ſhoulder or Body, 12 an Ill Poſture; Ir zs a hard thing 
to put it in Order ;, But when they come ſoon after the Body 
5 Dead, it # much Eaſter to put it in Order. | 

And they ſay Joyntly likewiſe, that they find ſuch Bo- 
dies as aforeſaid, ſome Limber and ſome Stiff, but (xs 
they Believe) Ten Bodies Stiff for One Limber. 

And they ſay Foyntly, that they have ſeen a Corps mhere- 
of the Neck was Broken, and that the Chin was turn'd 
aircety behind pon the Back. 


Alice Weeks, and Elzabech Belcher, Searchers of 
the Pariſh of St. Giles's In the Fields Foyntly Depoſe, that 
bcing asked whether in their Obſervation of Bodies that Dye 


a Natural Death ; They Theſe Entormants find the Necks 


of ſuch Bodies as aforeſaid, either Stiff, or Limber ; They 
make Anſwer, that they find the Necks of ſuch Bodies, Both 
VVays, ſome ſtiff, and ſome limber : And that they theſe 
Enformants, in token of the Truth of thrs their Obſcrva- 
tion, do Foyntly Afirm, that it is a Common ſaying among 
the Generality of People, that if the Neck of the Corps 


be Looſe,ſome others will ſhortly Dye out of the Fa- 
mily. 
fd | 
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£56 The Myſtery of the Death 

Ana further ; Theſe Enformants beins Asked in what 
Manner they fiad the Loolnels of the Neck 14 Thoſe Bo- 
dies, Where the Neck #& Limber, as aforeſaid; They makg 
anſwer, That they find the NeCKS ſome Limberer the 
others, and very often that the Chin will be tirn'd fron: 
Shoulder r9 Shoulder, and that it will Waggle to and 
Fro. 
And Theſe Enformants Joyatly ſay, that when they have 
come to ſearch Bodies, that have been a Day Dead or 0; 
And that they have found the Head Leaning upon the 
Shoulder, or the Body 1n an Ill Poſtare, it is a bard thing 
to put it 1n Order :. But when they come ſoon afier tne Body 
5 Dead, it is much Eaſier to put it in Order, 

And they ſay Foyatly likewiſe, that they find ſuch Bo- 
dies as afurcſaid, forme Limber, and ſome Stift, but (as 
they believe) Ten Bodies Stilt for one Limber. 


 Aice Wecks Depoſeth. apart, that going to ſearch 
the Body of a Child, ſhe found the Neck of it Broken, and 
that the Chin of the faid Child was Turn'd quite round 
to the Back. , 
This Account of tne Searchers, agrees exactly, as well h 

78 the Negative as in the Affirmative with the Story of c: 
Sir Godfrey's Body. All People agree that they Could - 
and aid Turn the Chin from Shoulder to Shoulder ; bit 
there's Not a Word of turaing it about to the Back, which 
the Searchers oblerv*'d, might have been ane, if the Neck 4 
was Broken ; and Undoubtedly, they that turnd it to the | 
Shoulder, :f i had nor ſtop'd There, would have gone Þ 
further in 1t. | F 
But then the Streaks, the Lijts and the Creaſes about ; 
the IVeck, as they call them,were look'd upon as trons 
Preſumptions that he Dy*d by Sfocation, not ſo much 
as Accidents, ſimply Ariſing from the Cooting of him, a 
the Impreſſion, that the ſtraining of the Rope or Line 
Cl::9 with wich he was ftrangled, had Leit behind It 
upon the Parr, | 


wh 


for 


- 


the 
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I had a Fair Occaſion of ſome Diſcourſe upon This 


Point with Mr. Hobbs, who had not ſeen the Body, it 


ſeems, either in the Ditch, or at the White-Howſe, but 
only after the Removal of it to Hartſhora-Lane. He told 
me that upon the Yiew of the Body, he thought it to 
be Strangled. - My Anſwer, I remember, was Thz, in 
Effect, that I my ſelf was Partly of That Opinion ; 
for conſidering the Depth,the Strartneſs, and the Stiffneſs 
of his Collar, and the Preſſing of his Throat upon it, 
which, of Neceſlity, muſt bear hard in That Poſition 
of his Body : The very Force and Oppreſſion of the Po- 
ſture he was found in, would have been Sufficient, in a 
very ſhort time, to have Choaked him, even without 
his Wouras ; but the Suffocation then follow*d the Sword, 
not the Sword. the Swuffocation, and the One Produced 
the Accidents of the Other. The Gentleman, for the 
Purpoſe, fell upon his Sword ; The Stab was Morral ; 
but the Fall yet caſt the Body into ſuch a Diſpoſition of 
the Several Parts of It, that it Superinduc*d the Signs 
of Strangling, over and above the Deadly Effeft of the 
[ound + So that it ſtands with very good Reaſon, that 
he might be Really Kilfd with the Sword, and yet at the 
ſame time appear to be Choak?d: And under favour, 
the Scene of the Ditch, duly conſider*d, the Preſumpri- 
ons were Twenty times more, and ſtronger for the For- 
mer, then for the Latter. Mr. Hobbs was pleas'd to 
Agree in Opiriion, that ſoch a Collar, and ſuch Circim- 
ſtances might well be the Cauſe of ſuch an Appearance - 
But we'le ſee now what Mr. Skillarne and Mr. Laſinby 
lay to the Matter. 


_ Zachariah Skillarne Depoſes, That «pon the Friday 
Morning Early, being the Next Day to ihe Evening 
whereon the Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 


| found, This Enformant heard a Rumour of the finding of 
(ite [aid Body, and the Place where *twas found; And tha 
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ſoon afterward, on the ſame Morning, he Thu Enformant 
by a Meſſage from the Two Brothers of the ſaid Sir Ed- 
mund, was given to underſtand that they Deſired his Com- 
pany to go along with them to View the Body ; And He 
This Enformant went accordingly, in a Coach with the Bro- 
thers aforeſaid, as near as they. could come to' the W hite- 
Houſe ; And there they Alighted, Thi Enformant with 
One of the Brothers, going a-foot to the Place where they 
were told the ſaid Body was Found. | 

This Enformant obſerved the Limbs of the Body to be 
Looſe, and No Stiffneſs upon them; Having alſo obſer- 
ved.that tre Bodies of Perſons that are Hang'd,or Strang- 
led, are always Limber ; Whereas Bodies that Dye a Na- 
tural Death , arc always Stiff, except in Apoplexles. 
There was al'o one Mr. Cambridge upon the View of the 

"Td Body, who Agreed in Opinion with this Enformant. 

This Enformant beins ashed, what Induc'd him to Be- 
eve that the ſaid Body was Strangled : He This Enfor- 
mant gave theſe following Reaſons, The Perſon Living 
uctzg a Man of a Palc Countenance, 4is Cheeks Flac- 
cid, His Lips Thin, His Noſe Sharp, and his Eyes 
Hollow : The ſa;d Sir Edmund being Dead, his Lips and 
Cheeks were Turgid, and Tumecty'd, His Noſe bigger, 
and Red ; His Eyes Prominent, aud a Circle about his 
Neck. © 


Richard Lafinby Surgeon, Depoſeth, That this En- 
Formant went with ſome Company out of Curioſity to fee the 
Dead Body of Sir Edqmundbury Godfrey, at the White- 
Houſe zcar Primroſe-Hill, where it lay upon the Table 
tc Collar zor a5 yet Unbnrton'd : But this Enformant go- 
ing out of the Room to refreſh Himſelf after his Walk, and 
leaving a Crowd of People there, was ſoen after calld back, 
again to ſee the Neck of the fajd Sir Edmund, his Colla! 
burg Thea Unbmton'd, 
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 Andthis Enformant upon his Return, being ashed what 
he thought of the T'wo Marks above and below, veing juſt 
the Byeadth of the Collar, whic2 was 4 Deep Stiff 
Collar ; 7t being Suggeſted to this Enformant, that they 
were the Marks of Ropes; He this Enformant gave his 
Opinion, that they were the Marks of the Edges of the 
Collar, and that the Swelling of the Neck, and -, Breaſt 
was [0 Great above and below the Collar, that 1t occaſt- 
oned T bofe Marks like a Rins upon a Sw oln Finger. 

And this Enformant baving ſeen the Dead Pody As 
aforejaid, and porn his Thoughts «por it., went out of the 
Room agatn, and after ſometime paſſing backward through 
the ſaid Room, -he this Enformant obſerved, that the Swel- 
ling of the Breaſt had Diſcharged it ſelf into the Lower 
Creaſe, /o that the Creaſe was hardly Perceivable. The 
Face all rhis While was Ruddy and SwelPd, excepting 
1 wo Places, one by hzs Mouth, and Another by his Tem! 
ples, that ſeem'd to have 4 Degree of Putrefaction. 

And faith, That the Breaſt was turn?d Greeniſh, and 
ſo Mortify'd, ( conſudermg the Seaſon of the Tear) that 


it might ſeem rather to have been Dead a Month, then ſo 
ſhort a Time as he was Miſling; 


Now for ſo much as concerns the Collar, and the 
Circles, it is made a Clear Caſe here, by the Di/appear- 
ing of the Lower Circle upon the Unbuttoning of the 
Colla?,, that the One canſed the Other : "The Creafes jult 
Anſwering the Depth of the Collar. 


Sarah WPoeton Orie of the Searchers of the Pariſh 
bf St. Aſartins in the Fields, Depoſeth, That thi Enfor- 
mant, and her Partner, Mary Smith, being [cat for to 
ſee the Body of a Dead Child, about "Two Tears I nce, 
this Enformant, and her ſaid Partner, looking wpon the 
faid Chz! A. [aid it Dy'd of the Rickets : I} FErERDOF the. 
| ndlady ſaid to this Enformant, to this effec, The 
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260 The Myſtery of the Death 


Child 1s Murther'd ; The Father and Mother have 
thrown it againſt the Ground, and kill'd it, ſhewing to 
191s Enſormant a Looſeneſs of the NECK. 

And faith, Tat after This, there was a Jury et to 
Sit upon the Death of the Child ; and the Jurors Conſide- 
74ng the Limberneſs of the Neck, concluded, that the 
Neck was Broke ; After which, they ſent to this Enfor- 
mant, 4z2d her Partner, to View the Body once again ; 
who continued in Opinion, that the Neck of it was Not 
Broken : Whererpon a Surgeon was ſent for, who upon 4 
Full Examination of the Matter, found that the Neck 
was Not Broken. The Reaſon they gave why the. Neck 
was Broken, was, becauſe they could remove the Chin from 
Shoulder to Shoulder, by the Great Looſeneſs of the 
Neck - Put this Enformant and her Partner ſatisfy'd then, 
that ſuch a Limberneſs of the Neck was an Ordinary Cale; 
arid that if the Neck had been Broke, they might have 
turd the Chin behind to the Back ; which this Enformant 
fi-ewd them was not to be done by This Child : So that they 
found it to Dye, of a Natural Death, and the Parents 
came intono further Trouble about it. 


Nr. Sk:zrme gives other Reaſons ſtill, for his Opt- 


nion that he was Srrangled. Now if: he lay in a 
Sirangling Poſture, there muſt be Stranghag Accidents 
Expected upon him ; Andif that be Admitted, it was 
2 Filthy way about, to have him Srrangled ſomewhere: 
elſe, and then brought to the Ditch, when he might 
haie bren as well S:ravgled as he lay in the Dirch : And 
after AilThis,there's nor ſo much as the Leaſt Glimpſe ot 


Light ail This while, of his bzing K:i/Pd,cither by any 


Otier Hand, or in any Otner Place. As to the Settling 
of the Blod in his Breaſt, and the Reſemblance of Brut- 
{es thereabouts, it was but Natzral; what with the 


Darn of the Farth, arfd the Courſe of the Bloud that 


way, that Thoſe Parts which were neareſt the Orifice 01 
Lhe Hcmd frond Putrific Firſt. Y it 


| 
f 
£ 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Unfolded. 


It made a Mighty Nolſe, I remember, the Diſpute 
whether his Eyes were Shut or Open, and whether they 


261 


were Fly-blown, or Not. Mr. Haſſard, and ſeveral 
Others found his Eyes Shxt ; Mr. Skl/arne, &c. found 
them Oper, and Both, True, Undoubtedly, as they 
might be Tamper*d with : But for Fly-blows upon the 
1 8th. of Oftober (though it was Sworn Point Blank over 


and over) the very Fancy of Fly-blows at That time of 


the Year, was Laugldat, and Hijgd out of All C 0mMpa- 
ay, and Credit, And yet this very Year, a pretty way 
into November, having the Honour to Dine with a 
Noble Perſon of a Charatter every Way Anſwerable to the 
Dignity of his Title : The Side-Bord, Ciſtern, and Ta- 
ble-basket, were {o Peſter*d with Swarms, 1 dare ſay of 
Thouſands of Flies,that I deſir*d a Particular Notice might 
be Taken of the Thing,and of the Time, Contradiction 
to the Frivolous Exceptions that were made to that part 
of the Evideace in the Caſe of Godfrey.'T here was great 
Notice taken too, of the Cleanneſs of his Shoes. Now 
they were not only Clean, but Shining; as any Man's 
will be, upon ſuchaWak, where the Graſs wipes them 
every Step he ſets : And Mr. Yeamans Depofes, That his 
Shoes were very Clean, and ſeveral Blades of Graſs ich- 
ing about the Seems. | 


Mr. Collinfon Depoſes, as to the Weather, That zt 
was Fair, Dry Weather All that Week 1i// Thurſday, 
when there was a Great Shower of Hail. This he remem- 
breth,by the Token that the Sickneſs and Death of his Wife 
at Marybone about that Time, cauſed him to Travel Ear- 
ly and Late, upon that Occaſion. 


Mr. Audley Depoſeth, That the Saturday when S; 
Edmund was firſt Aiſſing, was @ very Fair, Sun-ſhiny 
Day. This Enrformant having a Country-Houſe at Ha- 
merſmith, walked home on Foot that Saturday, and the 
S 3 Way 
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262 The Myſtery of the Death 
Wr:ay was very Dry, and Clean, which he well remembreth 
by Sir Ecmund'®s being Miſſing That Day. 


Now his Shoes could never have been Thus Clear, if 
he had been brought Thither a Horſeback; or any way 
but a-foot ; for (as ſome Body well obſerv'd ) the 
IWalkhad as good as Glaz'd them ; So that the Force of 
the /nference lyes ſtrong the Other Way : Or if his Shoes 
Ozght to have been Dirty with going thither a-foot to 
Deſtroy himſelf, Why did not the Adurtherers Daub 
and make them Dirty, for the better Colour of the 
Cheat ? But let the Matter be as it will,it is not 'I azz, 
to argue whether it were ſo or no. The Queſtion indeed 
of Bloud, or No Bloud, 15 of more Importance 3 
and though there's already ſo much ſaid upon't, there's 
yet ſo much More, to be ſaid upon't, that it wall de- 


ſerve a Chapter by it ſelf. \ 


hs 


CHAP. XIV. 


loud or No Blond, was the main Point in Iſſue, 
though the leaſt part of the Queſtion, either at 
the Inqueſt, or at the Tryals. 


HE Bus'neſs of the Fly-blows, and of the Eyes ſhut 

or open, will bear Inferences Plauſible enough, to 
P:zule a Debate; but they are Circumſtances, rather of 
C::r:ofity, and Caprice, then of Weight. The Limber- 
eſs of the Neck, and the Circles about it, might paſs 
well enough in the Deſcription of a Body that had been 
Strangled in Sight ; but it does not follow, by any 
Means, becauſe 1t was certainly the Rope that cauſed 
tne 1.imberneſs, and made that Mark; that therefore 
every ſuch Limberneſs, and every ſuch Mark, muſt _ 
| Des” F cen. 
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been Caugd by a Rope; for a Stiff Collar, as one may 
Place the Body, and the Neckof a Man, will as ſurely 
Strangle him in a Ditch, as a Halter will do upen a 
Gibber : And the Sword that brings down the Boay, and 
the Parts of it to ſuch a Poſition,does the ſame Office one 
_ way, that the Exccutzoner does Another : So that if I 
Grant but a Likely Poſſibility of an Antecedent Suffocation, 
*tis the Vrrermoſt that the Caſe will admit; and fo f:r 
at laſt, from being a Warrantable Ground for a Concl::- 
feon, that it will ſcarce amount to a Competent Forndatior 
for a Bare Conjeftture. But we have ſpoken abundantly 
to Theſe Particulars, in the Two Laſt Chapters ; And 
{o to the Imaginary Blows and Bruiſes, and the Cleanu/s 
of his Shoes. In one Word ; Sir Edmund dyd a kind 
of a Complicated Death : The Sword and the Collar, in 
Appearance, had Both their Parts in't, and ether of 
them would have done the Work, without the Other ; 
But the Main Streſs of the Cauſe is yet to come. ? Tis 
objected that the Signs of being Strangled were Evi- 
dent ;, but that there appear'd nothing more then the 
Sword through tbe Body to Induce any Man to Believe that 
he Dy'd of the Wound. The Sword was run throzgh him 
after he was Dead, they ſay, there would have bee 
Blottd elſe, and fo they have calt the Quejt;oz upon 
Th Iſſue, Was there any Bloud or No ? 

'The Fry, we find, were led by the Surgeons; and 
the Szrgeons, by the Bloud, or No PBloud, Nr. Slul- 
larne deliver*d himſelf like a Fuft Man, and a 27aifter 
of his Profeſſion, All that was Poſſible. 1 took him to be 
Strangled, { ſays he ) and gives his Reaſons (as in the 
laſt Paragraph of his Enformation, in the Foregoino 
Chapter.) Eut then a little further to Qualtte the 
Matter. 


Zacbariah Skillarne Depoſeth, That He Tis Fnſor- 
mant being ask2d what Reaſons Mov'd him ty be of Opi- 
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264 The Myſtery of the Death 
non that Sir Edmund was Not Kil”d withthe Sworn, 


He this Enformant maketh Anſwer, Becauſe there was 
no greater Flux of Bloud, which 3s the ONLY Reaſon, 


zo the beſt of his Memory, that Moy'd This Enformant 
to be of That Judgement. 


Now if This was the ONLY Reaſon, for his fach 
Opinion, as He Himſelf Declares it was, there will be 
No Reaſon at all to believe it, when This Reaſon ſhall be 


Remov'd: And then Mr. Cambridge*s Opinion falls, in 


Conſequence, having ſworn Himſelf of the ſame Judg- 
ment with Mr. Sk:larne,. It would be Erdleſs to ſet 
down All the Enformations at Length that have been 
deliver'd upon Oath upon This Occaſion : So that I ſhall 
only Sum up the moſt Material Parts of them, in Ab- 
ftraf, and refer any Man that doubts the Candor of 
the Report, to the Originals Themſelves, which I have 
Depoſited in the Paper-Office for the Perpetual Memory of 
the Truth of This Matter. 1 ſhall begin with the Farors, 
and ſo to the Swrgeons,' and then to Other Teſtimonies of 
Credit, that ſpeak Vnanimouſly to This Point. 


Thomas Woollams Depoſeth, That he ſaw the Body 
laid at Length, upon a Table, at the White-Houlſe, and 
(as he remembreth ) a Stain upon his Flannel, or Holland 
Shirt, which he took to be Wateriſh Bloud. That this 
Enformant went down to fee the Place, where the ſaid Body 
was found - And that he being ſhewed the Place, where 
this Enformant was told the Sword was takgn out of the Bo- 
dy; He this Enformant heard ſome of the Company ſay, 
:har upon the Pulling out of. the Stvord, there came out 
ome Watry ſtuff mixt with Bloud ; Ad that this En- 
forimant ſaw ſomething of That Kind »poz the Ground 
there, to the beſt of his Remembrance, 


Philip 
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Philip Wyanes Depoſeth, That being Summond, Cc. 
He This Enformant went to the White-houſe, and ſaw 
the Dead Body layd there upon a Table, and ſaw the 
Flannel ſhirt ſtain'd with a kind of Watriſh Bloud ; 
and that going down to the Place where they faid the Sword 


-was taken out, T1hs Enformait did there fee a kind of 


Watriſh Bloud upon the Ground 


Willam Collins Depoſeth, That the Body had an of- 
fenſrve Smell, and that the Shirt was Bloudy ,' and that 
ſome Bloud*came from it, as This Enformant was told, 
when they took out the Sword. 


Robert Trotton being Summor?d, Fc. Depoſeth, That 
he was ſhewd the Place where they ſaid they took the Sword 
out of the Body, and jaw Blond, and at a Style or 
Poſts in the Way ; which they ſaid came from the Body. 


Thomas Maſon bcing Summon'd, &c. Depoſeth, That 
he ſaw the Body layd upon a Table in the White-houſe 
and Watriſh Bloud por his Linnen. 


Joſeph Girle beizg Summond, &c. Depoſeth, That 
while the Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was lying 
upon a Table in the White-houſe, Thu Enformant ob- 
ſerv?d 'a Great Quantity of Bloud to lflve from the 
Body, about a Gallon, as he This Enformant be- 
lieves. 


Here are half a Doxca of the Jurors Themſelves, 
that Swear to the Bloud, though it was Carry'd upon the 
Two Verdicts, as if there had been No Eloud at All; 
ard that the Sword had been run through him after 
he was Dead. Welt proceed now to the Teſtimony of 
the Surgeons, and of others well vers d in Aatters of 
that Quality. | Mr, 
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_ there Drain*'d a Bloudy Serum from 1t, upon the Ta- 
ble, and ſo down upon the Floor, 
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Mr. Richard Laſinby Depoſeth, That the Shirt was 
Bloudy and Feetid ; and Bloud likewiſe on the Place 
where they ſaid the Sword was taken out. 


Mr. Skillarne Depoſeth, That he took a View of the 
Ditch, where the Dead Body was found , and could nn 
fee any Bloud 5 But upon the Place where the Body was 
Remov'd, and where they drew out the Sword ; This 
Enformant ſaw the Graſs ſtain'd with a Watry Bloud, 
and Smelling to it, found 1t to be Offenſive, and Putri- 
fy'd. And This Enformant Paſſing further, ia the Di- 
16+ way toward the White-houſe, He This Enformant 
obſerved at ſome Poſts that were ſet up in the Way, that one 
of the Poſts was Stain'd with ſuch a kind of Watriſh 
Bloud as before And from thence, This Enformant paſsd 
forward to the White-houſe, where be ſaw the ſaid Body 
lye upon a Table., in a Black, Mix'd Chamblet Coat; 
Another Coat Doublet and Breeches Black,, ns Band, a 
Deep Stiff Collar, and the Body lying at Length: wpoi the 
Back, His Eyes Open, The Face Swell*d; The Body upon 
te Breaſt appearing to ve Briuts'd ; The Neck, Diſtorted, 
ind fo Limber that I his Enformant Remov'd the Chin from 
ne Shoulder to the Other. There was a Circle about the 
Neck; Aad upon 1his Enformants Opening it with an In- 
ciſioa Knife, the Bloud appear'd to be Coagulated, Thi 
Enformant ſaw No Blond-npon the Body, Before'; | but 0 
rhe Back of it there was a Stain'd Watriſh Bloud. ' 4rd 
This Enformant Obſerved, that upon Raiſing the, Body, 


TY A u_—_EWWCsSs Fe. ce 


Q&T << > 


\ſr. James Chaſe Depoſeth, That he ſaw ſome Bloud 
1pon the Place, where they ſaid the Sword was taKkei 
out, and the Conſtable being upon the Place ,, told Thu 
Faſyrmant, that it was of the Bloud that Follow'd the 
Sword 
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Sword from the Wonnd , when he drew it out of the 
Body. 


Mr. James Huyſeman Depoſcth, That the Woman of 
the White-houſe tuld him, that the Bloud Drein'd from 


the Body as it lay upon the Table, 1ato the Cellar, 
and that Clots of Bloud were found about the Body. 


ir. B2dwn the Conſtable Depoſeth , That upon 

awing the Sword out of the Body ( in the Dark, ) 

he heard ſomewhat come Gubhling out of the Wound, 
and fall Spattering upon the Ground. 


John Rawſon Depoſeth, That upon the Night when the 
Body was found, he went down with a Candle and Lan- 
thorn, to the Place where the ſaid Body was found : And 
going firſt to the Ditch, they could not Diſcern any Bloud 
at All; but that upon the Place, where the Sword was 
drawn out, they found Bloud and Watry Stuff up and 
down upon the Graſs, and ſo Upon the Poſts in the Paſ- 
ſage, and upon the Cheek of the Door, going into the 
Houſe, and ſo likewife upon the Floor, where the Body was 
Firſt laid, and afterwards upon the Table where it was 
Remov'd. 


Margaret Rawſon Depoſeth, That the Body being 
layd upon the Table, ſhe This Enformant ſaw Blond and 
Watry Matter that had Dropt from the Table, and 
paſy'd through the Cellar, and dropt on ſome Bottles 
that were there. 


John Paris Depoſeth, That he ſaw the Body ye Vp- 
on the Floor at the White-houſe, and that there ras 
Blond and Watry Matter from the ſaid Body upon 
the Floor, 
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Mr. John Haſſary Depoſeth, That This Enformant 
beard that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was Miſling from 
his Houſe ſome Days before the Dead Body was found. 
And that upon the Morning next after the Day the ſaid 
Body was ſaid to be found, He This Enformant being at a 
Coffee-Houſe, heard the News; And at the requeft of 
Mr. John Farewell, He this Enformant went along with 
him to fee the Body : And This Enformant coming to the 
Place where the ſaid Body was found, and viewing the 
Place, Thought it a Hard Matter to bring a Body 
thither with a Horſe. ; 

And that This beiag Early in the Morning, ſome Snow 
that had falPn the Night before, was yer ſeen upon the 
Ground, And that upon the Place where it was ſaid 
that the Sword was pulPd out of the Body, there was 
Snow por the Graſs; But upon ſome other Places near 
;t, the Bloud that was ſaid to come out of the Body was 
feen there 11902 the Ground 1n a Conſiderable Quantity ; 
And ( as This Enformaat Believes ) the Snow Melted 

. upon it. | : 

And likewiſe that Paſſing by ſome Pots in the Way to 
the White-houſe, where the Body then lay, This Enfor- 
mant ſaw near the ſaid Poſts a Quantity of Watry 
Blond, which This Enformant Judged to have Iſſued from 
:he Body, in the Carrying 1t over. | 

And This Enformant coming up to the White-Houle, 
where the Body lay upon a Table, He This Enformant, 
Immediately upon the Sight of the Body, ſaid, This 1s 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey. His Coat was a Dark 
Brown Chamblet, His Shoes very Clean , Top and 
Bottom, H:s Eyes Shut, And ſomething about the Eye- 
Laſhes, that ſeem'd ro This Enformant to be Fly-Blows. 
Hss Boſſom was Open, His Shirt Stained with Bloud, 
Aad a Kind of Watry Blond that dropt from him poi 
che Floor; all This to. the Beſt of hjs Knowledge, and 
AMemory. Wi 


KOI, ware. uu?» ao ia es 


n ——_— tr a9” 
op $8 «6-4 4c, > www W922 
a 4 ,. tb,” . 
£ iS. 4 Pa a , 4 \ - 
- kX w 4 A f t 
yr 009 O08 ITY —X 8” 
je - . b o « b; 
2, WE to AP Ba 2 AAS A ARE 
, 
whH 


x by _— gd! 


re 
2% 4 fp ws... 


Jug = b+ 2 pe; 
ww» . Cy 4 


- _ 

> ———_ 
mu > 

—AXE" 


4 
—& - E 
4 .- B47 Ax 
SS My Y a 
” OO Wm nt Oe rodb- AY 


wa} , "4 ol < 
wa - x "th Roe * 4 Fa 
4 2 i. Wo. E p RY - 
b P uy *. #4 F4 4 = ey - J * . : 
HO ho "$&Y J "YE ae AL I - at rum at ; w 
" I - k Os b \ 4 _ aw _ _ SIT Ys . - - %.. ._0#- * n OP. wa bes 
F. J> v5.4 b Y EF. b 4 = n . 
. _—_ Wo gs, . & # Dp OREE _ — ; 
y om 4 A Fe A, F oo Þ LIES . Y, 


ty 
+. 


F5 


eta bt 6 . pos __ 
” »* . S Ss 
— + "> es. "T th II 
* » yp - d —_— 
OE NE EIS # b 8 
ay wad} OS" 6. £ ru Ig » 4 $31. p 
6--<—eqsh; Sh . a oy > Grape of ; of atk.” Wu *#*3. 
. : % S.-: c = hs *&F..\ 'y - - , 
- © _—_ one i - * - 4 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. . 269 


William Batſon Depoſeth , That going from the 
White-houſe toward the Place where This Enformaat was 
told the Body Lay; He This Enformant, with the Com- 
pany, Saw, near a Gap in the Paſſage, ſome Bloud ly- 
ing on the Ground ; This Enformant being told, that the 
Body was brought from the Place where it was found, That 
way. And This Enformant going further, ſaw ( as he Be- 
leveth ) a Greater Quantity of Bloud , where the 
Graſs was Stain'd with it, being the Place ( as This 
Enformant belijeveth ) whereunto the ſaid Body was 
Remoy*d out of the Ditch; And This Enformant Be- 
eveth, that upon taking the Sword out of the Body, 
the Bloud might there Iſſue out. 


James Goweth Depoſeth, That hearing ſeveral Years 
ſmce, that Six Edmundbury Godfrey ( wwom This En- 
formant well knew ) had beca Miſſing fome time from his 
Houſe, And that his Body was found ſome where out of 
Town, ( But the Day, tre Month, or the Year, This 
Enformant doth not perfettly remember ) He This En- 
formant went in Company with one Mr. William Zat- 
ſon, and a Servant of Mr. VVilliam Pilkingtons, to ſee 
the Body, which they found Early in the Morning, at the 
VVhite-houſe beyond Primroſe-Hull, where it lay in the 
Clothes «pon the Table. 

And that This Enformant, having a Curioſity to ſee the 


Body of the ſaid Sir Edmund, Unbutton'd a Looſe ' 


Coat he had on, and Another Coat Under it ; and /9 
to the Shirt, Open'd hzs Shirt and ſaw Bloud upon it ; 
with Two VVounds by his Left Pap; But no Sword as 
That Time in the Body. 


And that This Eaformant having feen, and Obſerved 
the ſaid Body , agreed with a Fellow to ſhew the Place 


/ 


where he was found, and Payd him for his Pains : the Jai 


G ride 


- * Lf 47 "*11:s 
= EY *»z* vi . : 


—_ 
» - A — oh 
- Bo os ww » oo Sas < va owe, our <A aA SY =O tw. aw ee 


- _ þ 
* "I GB mT prog Bas! Ct nut z ae: 
' = _= 4. . 


Say : 


© . 
. bo , . 
wy 1 aa, Dm - A425 Sa boi Wy" 


*. 
- — 
oo 


- 
= —_— 
— —-— 


a 


amo, = 


-_ =. 
"= —_ - 


2 pe 
- 2.0 — a” 


a q 4m” = 


rm Seam" 


at. on 
= 


ES ATI. 
® 


ar —_ 
a. 


. ."- 
@:; Cas $272 127 
mn 4 «2? = LAS 

44 4d. - ws . bs 


".* 


aged "=: -T "TEE IE 


a» 


w_ 3 
RN g a E, 
- -_ of 
—_— 7 — 
Cop” , - 
-. —_—_ my wy ; 4 


+ ts % %s —_—__ X | -—O 
®s 


( oo 
nm 


-_.. 
> 


I 


SYS 2 
Sg Pop es Fomey 
”” i *; 


% ” + _ Fn 4 ” % r 
_— DO £7 


ts 
[ML 


a; Fe. jg) 4) "* 
a" pack. 
. . 


x 
= —_—— CO EE rs. i Eo, ONES b 


ny, --_> "5,4 
© 


LO 


& 
6, 
- fo K4 
ADV 4 


* 
«46 *s 
oo ” > SW 
_ > 


_ N 
q w_—_ 4 "a>; Wn 4 
Vu, x $59 a hy", # a — > _ : 
4 ? - oo : $ 
o 


W, & wit os 
- x 22 . .* o o = 
v—— xs CS M .” 9 \ Nate 


* * he 
PW > I II, » 
x, a - 


—_c wag If 
p my < grain. Cd * . 
—_— ad Itoh 
* vg b _ 
- Nw bin; 
Tu 0 *. 4,F 4 £4 24 ” 2 
- rt Ser re ery 
ju - _ Fa : 
Co - _—_— wo 
. 
- « 
dd LE 
nt 


SY _ 
Wy : 
of”, 


4 P—yY 
yo —_- 
- þ I ———_ 
=o <4 mms 
# 


x ” T7 _—— ” —__ ov os 
— A" *: on I ES 
- OLSON SE Io: 5-7 
wy PS 2; e* * 


bas ELAS 4 


+ * 1 


__— a... : « 
h _ 
-——_n - wh % 
l Þ I . | LE O x 4 
— %\ KELTY 4, v " +. 94 OLESEE ” 
PY _ , . 4g, © par, 
Y Was - » v my 
£ F Pe w c . " ” 
-Y q py -_ 3 "{%># - i » b = - 
y my” Slay | iv f ,.S* Prem v 
. wo r- 2 EE YN LY fs © A, » Wie, = v4Þ, <gnaxÞ..% w . 
4 £ ” p " po - » © 2 Y ly % 
= -Þe-  .. 8 " 4 ef MY \ , e7 4 
x 4s \ -=_ —_ _ n 5 _ "_— 
% Y : - : x 
* % "E _ oy » 
< » WL - ao Y - ag » & 
: " : " - A 
* - "Pp " 
WH - o 7 _ " _- 
2 pes a. h Sh om wi $2 4%; + ONE 
+ * y > — 
P__ 4 6 F G 0 _— y 4% A 
ava. / P : ny bv, On + - , n he k ” WO. 
y 


270 The Myſtery of the Death 


Guide leading This Enformant, and the Compary the ſame 


way ( as he ſaid) by which they brought the Body. This 
Enformant remembreth, that there was a Style, or Poſts 
by the way, At, or near which Place, there was a Great 


 Qnantity of Bloud, as T his Enformant and the Com- 


pany took it to be, as if it had been Pour'd out of a 
Baſon, This Enformant and the Company going from 
thence toward. the Place, where he was found, and within 
a Matter of Thirty or Forty Foot of the Place, where 
the Gride faid- the Body was found ;, there was a Great 
Quanrity of Bloud lying in the ſame Manner as the 
Other, and rather more in Quantity then the For- 
mer. 

And This Enformant ſaith, that being come to the 
Ditch, Mr. Batſon was of Opinion that there was ſome 
Blord in the Ditch, as he hath ſaid to this Enformant 
{everal Times ſiace, But This Enformant dares not be 
Poſitive, that he ſaw any, thozoh he ſaw ſomething 
which he Doubted, whether 1t might be Bloud or No. 


Edward Fiſher Depoſeth, that the Day aftcr the Bo- 
dy of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was found , Thu En- 
formant was Going about Nine or Ten in the Morning 
79 Ay Lord Worttons for Orders about Work, and 
heard by the Way, that the Body of Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey was found, and Carry'd to the White-Houſe 
#1 St. fohn's Wood : Thus Enformant went forward to 
Ay Lord Wotton's, and returning about Two or Three 
in the Afternoon, took, the White-Houſe 1m his way: 
And coming thither, This Enformant fonnd the Coroner, 
nd Jury there, to view the Body, who went up Stairs, 
while This Enformant went into a Low Room, where the 
Body lay. | 6 X 

7hat as This Enformant was looking upon the Boay, 
there came ina Man with a drawn Sword in his Hand, 
w-0 ſaid, he was the Conſtable, and that he took that 

- STHOFcL 
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Sword ont of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey*s Body, De- 
ſcribing the Manner of Sir Edmnnd*s lying upon his Face, 
and the Sword about Six Inches through his Pody. 
The Conſtable, »upow This, ſaid, that the Coroner deſs- 
red the Body ſhould be ſtript, and entreated the Company 
to lend him a Hand to do it : Whereupon, This Enformant 
with Two Others Aſſifted him in the {tripping of the Bo- 
dy; This Enformant obſerving his Neck to be Limber, 
4 Blackneſs about his Breaſt, and upon the ſtripping hin: 
of his ſhirt, found it to be All Bloudy in the Back ; 
And the ſmell of the Body very Noyſom, and Offenſive. 

And ſaith likewiſe, that the Arms were ſo ſtiff, that 
they were forced to Tear off his ſhirt. 


Thomas Burdet Depoſeth, That the Woman of the 
White-Houſe told him This Enformant , that the Blond 
ran from Sir Edmund's Body from the Table on to the 
Floor ; and {6 from the Floor into the Celler ; And ſhe 
took This Enformant into the Celler, and ſhew?d him 
the Ground ſtain'd with the Bloud. 


Mr. Veomans Depoſeth, that he fornd the Body lying 
upon a Table at the White-Houſe, and Watriſh Bloud 
running from the Eody on the Floor. 


Mr. Collinſon Depoſeth, that he Obſerved Drops of 
Blond in ſeveral Places of the Path where the Body 
was Carry*d, as if a Man had Walk*d: with his Noſe 
Bleeding ; but that at ſome Poſts in the Way, there was 
Bloud ſeen in a Great Qunantitv. 


Aftcr Theſe Proofs of Bloud, and of Bloud too, 17 
ſuch a Quantity, as more could ot be Expected from 4 
Body Under Thoſe Circumſtances; mor more Undeny- 
able Evidences »f it ; (for the Sword ſtopt the Fore-part 
of the Wound as Tight, as a Tap) Afier All This, f 
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ſay; and an Appeal that a Man might ſafely make to the 
Conſciences of Thouſands of People that might be added 
to the Open and Avow'd Witnelles of 11s Iruth ; 

Ir will be but Fair Yet, at laſt, to ſee how This Queſtion of 
the Bloud was Manag'd, and what was ſaid on the Other 
ſide, to bear the World down, that there was No ſuch eva- 


cuation ; for the [| Bloub or No Bloud] was the ſame 
Thing, with Guilty or Not Guilty. 

It is very Remarkgble, that in the Coroner's Examina- 
tions, the very Word of [BLOUD] zs not ſo much as 
Mention'd ; And ia Truth, it was not ſafe to Infiſt upon 
7t, becarſe the Jurors were Conſcious to Themſelves, 
that there was a Great Deal of Bloud : (as 1 have al 
ready Prov d upon Six'of them) and the ſame may be rea- 
ſonably preft ind of All the reſt. Now the Jurors would 
never have ag? ed upon a Verdict, whereia they ſhould 
every Man cf *em have given the Lye to his own Know- 
ledge and Conſcience ; for they might as well have ſaid, 
we know upon Ocular Certainty, that there was Eloud 
in a Great Quantity ; and yet we will Diſcharge our 
ſelves upon our Oaths, in Declaring that VVe believe 
there was None ; and therefore Recourſe 1s had to the 
T wilting of h1s Neck, and the Blows por his Breall for 


the Cauſe of his Death. 


And fo we find it upon the 7ryal, where ?tis the 
Crevat, or the Twiſted Handkercher that does the 
Feat ſtill; not the Sword, Was he bloudy ? (fays the 
L. C. Juſtice) | Mr. Brown] There was No Bloud at 


All; Therc was No Bloud i the Ditch. fol. 35. And 


ſo the Enquiry went off Immediately, to the Sword, the 
Bruiſes ; The Loojneſs of the Neck; the Stick, and 
Gloves; the Mony in his Pocket, tol. 36. and not One 
VVord More to the Cor table, of the Bloud, thongh 


that ſame No Bloud in the Ditch, Conſidering that 


he Queſtion was not reſtrain?d to the Ditch, Imports 4 
ind of Emphatiical Exception, as wiw ſnould ſay, there 


W345. 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Unfolded, 273 
was No Bloud in the Ditch , but there mas Bloud gl(t 
where. VVe find in Goweth's Enformation, ?tis true, 
that Batſoz told him he thought he ſaw Bloxd in the 
Ditch; and that Goweth himſelf was Half of That 
Opinion, though he would not be Poſitive in't. It will 
be here Obje#ed that This Admittance Overthrows 
what I have ſaid Alrcady ot the Swords Cloſmg the 
Wound, ſo that No Blond could paſs; And if a Little, 
why not More? Now This Cavil Concludes mightily 
for 2y Purpoſe, for the ſame Thing might be Objet- 
ed in the Caſe of his Shirt, and Flannel, How came it 
at All to be ffaind; And why zo More ont? The 
Anſwer 1yes very Plain, and Open ; The Orifice of the 
Aortal Wonnd was Closd; but the Puntture (as Cams 
bridge calls it) that ſtopt upon the Rib, was Opcz, and 
thence came Thzs Blond, "There might be fome Little 
Draining from the Other, but Not Conſiderable, and 
the Clots that were found about him came from his Back, 
where the Point had Wriggled out its way through the Bone, 
and could not ſo well ſecure the Paſſage. 

After Brown the Conſtable, had given his Evidence; 
the Surgeons were Calld, and Queſtion'd about his 
Bruiſes; The Diſtortion and Looſneſs of his Neck; and 
Then, Ar. Atorny Aid Mr. Skillarne, 1t he thought 
he was kid by the Wound ? [| Mr. Skillarne ] Do, for 
then there would have been ſome Evacuation of Bloud, 
which there was not ; Meaning, I ſuppoſe, an Evacua- 
t10n, While the Bloud was Warm, 2nd Fluid. Not Re- 
flecting upon the Swords ſtopping the Courſe of it. One 
of the King's Council, upon This, Leads him off 
trom the bloud again, to the Neck, Are Tow ſure (ſays 
he) his Neck had been Byoketn? Tes I nm fire fays 
Mr. Skzllarae;, And then again of Himſelf ; [The Wound 
(lays he) went through his very Heart, and there would 
have been ſome Bloud, iff it had beew done quickly after 


his Death: Cambridge, in fine, Afſented to the Opi- 
1 nor 
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274 The Myſtery of the Death 


nion of Mr. Skillarne, without one Word more abont 
the Bloud; And the whole Streſs was laid upon the 


Sicis of being Strargled, or Hang®d. fol. 37, 39. 

The Light it ſelf is not more Open to the Eyes of any 
Man, then 1s the Evidence of the Truth and Reaſon of 
Thi Afair : But there will be Place and Occation by 
and by to make it yet Clearcr, 


CHATP.| XV. 


4 


The Fuformations before the Coroner Examin d, and 
not Oncliord in them to the Point in 1/ſue. 


Here are many Caſes wherein the T7uth may be 
Covcr?d, or Iatricated, and the Reaſon of a Thing 

lye out of Sight : Hut for Errors of Inadvertcacy, Cre- 
dulity, Frailty, or Good Nature, It 1s no more then 
Common Juſtice, for Flcſh and Bloud to bear with Humane 
Tafirmity : Yut if People are Refolv'd to ſhut their 
Eyes againſt the Sur ;, to be Deaf to all Proficable Coun- 
fels, and Ieeeſſrry Tuſlriions ;, and not only to Ne- 
ele, Contermn, or Refuſe, but alſo to Stijie, Diſcounte- 
zarce, and Oppoſe the Hons Deans of Arriving at the 
ertain Knowledge of Things ; Let it be in Fatt; Letit 
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1451 vc In Opinion; Let it be i/rere, How; or Icet the Caſe 

j 5h be What it will, there's Av Exciſe for That ſort ot 

M f7,oramce : But in few Words, the Preſeat Powt 1s 

FAY wricily This. 

Þ* Fhere's a Lody found in 2 Ditch, with a Sword 45 


ehorenen it: The Conftable removes This body in the IF ,.. 
troa Iveiphbour-Houle : An Tangiifition Paſſes upon } ,, 
it: And No Light to a Uiſcovery now the Perſon came FF 5, 
to his Fad, but what dies from the Szefrt of it upon 
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a Table, and from the- Imperfect Relation of thoſe that 
took it out of the Ditch; who could fay Nothing, to 
it neither, but by Gueſs and Groping ; for it was ſo 
Dark, that there was no diſcerning one I hing from 
Another. The Jurors were now to conlider, haw this 
Man came by his Death: And having nothing elſe to 
Work upon, as I was ſaying, but the Conſtable*s Report 
on the busneſs of the Ditch 5 and what further might 
be Collefted from a View of the Body ; the Subjett Mat- 
cr of Enquiry was Altogether Surgeons-Work.; for there 
were Wonnds, Bruiſes, Tumours, Marks of Strangling, 
and the Appear ance of a Broken Neck, in the Caſe : 'Noiw 
raking for Granted, that Sir Godfrey dy*d a Violent 
Death, it was a Point wholly out of their Cognizance, 
and fitter for a Conſult of Doors, than a Pannel of Ju- 
rors tO determine - 1 wo Surgeons were her eupon call*d to 
their Aſſiſtance, by whoſe Opinions they were over-ruled 
to find him Strangled : ; Or by Way of Explanation, that 
he dy'd rather a Dry Death, then a Bloudy; for, That 
was the Streſs of the Queſtion If there was no Flux 
of Bloxd, 'tis likely he was Strangled : If there was Ay, 
"Us certain that he Dy*d of his Wornds : So that the 
Veraitt was carry'd in favour of a Poſſibility, againlt a 
Point-blank Demonſtration ; for Bloxd there was in Abun- 
dance, as 1s already Prov'd, and Over Prov?d, in the 
Laſt Chapter. The Coroner and the Jurors knew there 
was Bloud; Nay, and there were I[aferences drawn from 
th? Evidences of That Bloud, againſt the finding of him 


| Strangled. And 


Mr. Fryer Depoſeth theine one of the Ingeſt) that 
az he believes there was Diſcourſe, and Arzument a- 
mong the Jurors to This Ettect, That there was Blond 
came out of the Body, which could wht have been, if the 
Sword kad gone through the Body after it had becn 'De. :d. 
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276 The Myſtery of the Death 


This Point ſtuck, the Firſt Day, and held %m tack 
too the TVext ; till Sunday Morning, without any New 
Aatter, either of Proof, or 3 .. $0 that look'd 
toward the Srranzling of him, though the Adjourn- 
ment was ſaid to be purely for Further Evidence. But 
in the Concluſion, the Limberneſs of the Neck,, and the 
Two Circles Carry'd it againſt the Sword through the 
Þeart of im: Now Thoſe Two Circles were ſo far One 
from Another, that they were fain to Reconcile the 


Diſtance, by the Fancy of a Linnen Cloth, or ſomething 


that was Broad, to Cover the Interval, and to do the 
Office of a Halter., They were, in ſhort, Mightily at 
a Loſs, what to do with Theſe Two Circles ; for if 
they would make them Marks of Srffocation, they mult 
cither Bc:h be fo, or Neither, being Manifeſtly Efetts 
of one and the ſame Cauſe; That is to ſay, the Pinching of 
2 Deep Stiff Collar that made Thoſe Streaks with the 
Two Ezvges of it, as Mr. Laſinby Demonſtrates the 
Thing, by bringing the Two Ends of the Collar toge- 
ther, and then ſhewing how exactly the One Anſwered 
the Orher. They found it a Chord howeyer upon the 
Inquiſition, and fo rendred it, Efedtually, a Rope, in 


Law, and a Linnen Cloth, in Zqziry. But in the 
Conclufion, there was at lait a Vera:# obtain'd, with- 


out Mentioning ay Blouy at 2/!, for ſo. much as ap- 
pears at icalt upon the Coroncys Copy of the Enformati- 
045; which I have received according to Order from 
the Hand of Mr. Comwper the Coroner, for the True Co- 
pres of all that were by mm takea in 11s pon This. Mat- 
fer - And tirey ſhall be hereafter Exhibited, in their 
11 Lace, and Seaſon. | 
Having thus far Cleared our Way, by a Particular, 
2S weil as a General Account of Things, toward the 
Forming of a True Judgment upon the Equity of Th: 


Proceeding , We are now Entring upon ſuch a Chair of 


Thoughts, 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Onfolded. 2757 
Thoughts, as, in the very Order of Reaſoning, will Nu- 


turally Lead us to a Full Underſtanding of the Merits of 


the Cauſe. 

The King has loſt a SubjeF; and the Firſt Queſtion 
is, What Death did he Dye ? 2ly. What Means or Evi- 
dence toward the Inftrudting of a Fury upon ſuch an 
Enquiry ? Of Theſe Two Potats we have ſaid more then 
Enough, perhaps, Already? 3ly. Whether or no 
were Thoſe Proofs Sufficient, and Emprov'd to the Ut- 
moſt, according to the Coroners beſt Skill and K nowleds, to- 
ward the finding out of the Truth ? 4ly. Whether or no 
were there Any Witneſſes left Unſummon'd, that in 
Manifeſt Probability might have given more Light to the 
Truth of the Fatt, then Others that they made uſe of ? 
The Third Point in the Range of This Diſtribution, 18 to 
be the Fir/# now in the Order of my Diſcourſe. There 
are 1wo Branches of it ; The Competency of the Aeans, 
and the Beſt Improvement of Thoſe Means towards the 
Common End. As to the former, The Main Qreſtion is 
This ; Did he Dye of a Wound, or was he Strangled ? 
And then, Was there any Bloud, or Not ? For Blond or 


| No Bloud, was the Certain Indication, either of the 


One, or the Other ! If there was a Conſiderable Flux of 
Bloud, there could not be a more Demon{trative Proof in 
the Caſe ; for Mr.Sklarne Himſelf Declare;,and Depoſes 
upon Oath, that There being no greater a Flux of Bloud 
was the ONLY Reaſon, that Moy'd him to be of Opi- 
nion, that Sir Edmund was not K1ilPd with the Sword ; 
But if there was ſuch a Flux of Bloud in fight ; though 
he did not take Notice of it,in ſo great a Quantity; and 
that it was not only Prov*d upon Oath, but the Furors 
Themſelves werc likewiſe Ocular Witneſſes of it, there 
could not be a more Convincing Evidence in the World, 
then this Diſcharge of Bloud, that the Sword was the 
Death of him. To fſay Nothing of Twenty other 
Convincing Circumſtances in favour of that Opinion. 
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278 The Mzyſtery of the Death 
But what ſignifies Srfficiency of Evidence without the 
Application of 1t ; Or the Flutter that many People make 
in pretending to Search after a Truth that they would 
be Loth to fiad ? VVhether or no there was any thing 
of this in the Subject of Their Enquiry, will beſt ap- 
pcar from an Jzſpc&#ion into the Meaſures, and the 
Aſethods of their Proceeding ;, That 1s to ſay, with a 
reſpect to the Choice of the Matter ,; The Tendency,and 
the Direction of the Queſtions ; and the Biaſs of the 
Devate, Now there. is a Right and a Wrong, as well 
Amtecedently to a Concluſion, as in the Laſt Sentence and 
Reſult 1t ſelf. There may be Concealing, Qualifying, 
Suppreſjing , Diſgemſing , Miſrepreſenting , Paradoxing, 
I1ying more or leſs Weight upon a thing then belongs to't, 
Cc. In all which Caſes, a Falſe Medium, purpoſely Inter- 
pox'd, IS a Greater Tniquity then a Miſtaken TJuadg- 
ment. | 
I was a Speaking of the Enformations taken before 
Mr. Cowper, one of his Majeſties Coroners for the 
County of Afddleſex npon the Subjett of Sir Edmund- 
bury Godjrey?s Death : And It is in Thoſe Papers that we 
arc reaſonably to look for the Srrefs of the Matter 
in Dcvate, and the Ground of the Final Reſolution : Nay, 
and the Good Faith of the Very Manage of the Cauſe, 
will in ſome Degree appear from the Matter of the 
Examinations, or from the Looſe or Strift Sifting of the 
Witneſſes. I ſhall begin with the Enformations of Mr. 
Skillarac, and Mr. Cambridge, and fo proceed from 
One to Another, with a Note Upon them as I go: 
Saving only that I ſhall reſerve the Depoſitions of Toh 
Brown, Henry oor, Toſeph Radcliffe, and his Wife, 
with ary, the VVite of Captain Tho. Gibbon, to be 
4 reated of in like Manner, but in Chapters by Them- 
Elves. 


The 
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The Enformation of Tacharias Skillarne, of the 
Pariſh of St. Martins in the Fields, Chirar- 
geon, takenupon Oath the 18th. Day of Octo- 
ber, Ann. Dom. 1678. before ze. 


Midd. /: 

E faith, That ke being ſent for as a Chirurgeon, to 

ſearch the Body of Siv Edmund Godfrey, did iz 
the Preſence of the Corontr and Fury, ſearch the ſame, and 
finds that he was Strangled ; And that he hath Received 
Jome Violent Blow upon the Top of his Breaſt; And this 
Enformant verily believes, that the ſaid Sir Edmund did 
Not Dye of the VVound through his Body. 


Jo. Cowper, Zac. Skillarne. 
Coroner. 


The Exnformation of Nicholas Cambridg 
Sf. Giles in the Fields, Chirurgeon, taken up- 
on Oath the ſame Day and Tear before me. 


This Enformant ſaith the ſame, 


Jo. Cowper, Nicholas Cambridge. 
Coroner. 


Zacharias Skillarne Chirurgeon, being further Ex- 
amin*d, ſaith, That when he Searched Sir Edmund God- 
frey's Body, he found that his Neck had been Twiſted to- 
wards the Left Side, which was one of the Occaſions of his 
Death, as this Enformant believes, 


Jo. Cowper, Zac. Skillarne. 


T4 I 


Coroner, 
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I can only Obſcrve over again, upon Theſe Depoſeti- 
65, whar, in Eftect, I have obſerved before : which 
15 that the Single Thing Neceſſary to be Mention'd, for 
16 Full | Enfor matic and Diref:on of the Fury IS left 

: for There? s not one word of the Rh And 
that would have been an Infalible Proof of his Dying 
by the Sword, and Not by Strangling : Whereas the 
Suppreſling of That Indubitable Evidence for the 
Wound, turn'd the Yerdi& Clean Contrary, and made 
him to be Strargled, and not to Dye by the Sword. 
Vle take Six or Seaven of the reſt now in order, and 


then Speak to'em Altogether, 
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John Wilſon of St. Martins Sadler, being Sworn and 
Examird, ſaith, That Sir Edmund Godfrey , about 4 
Fortnight Laſt Paſt, was Talking with one Mr. Harris, and 
then told this Enformant, that he was in Danger for what 
he had Atted for the Diſcovering the late Plot againſt his 
) 5, nt Atajeſty : and that he thought that ſome of the Poſtmaſters 
M4 "RL were to blame, in not Intercepting ſome Pacquets ;, or Words 


to the ſame purpoſe, 


Jo. Cowper John Wilſon. 
Coroner. 


Thomas Mogan, being Sworn and Examined, ſaith, 
That on Thurſday laſt, about Twelve of the Clock., he 
was at the Pond near the Ditch where Sir Edmund God- 
frey was found Dead, and doth believe, that if Sir Ed- 
munds Belt , Gloves and Cane, bad layn where they 
were found, this Enformant fouls have ſeen them, 


Jo. Cowper Tho. Morgan. 
| Coroner, 


The 


oe 
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The Enformation of William Bromwell, John 
Walters, and John Rawſon taken upor Oath 
the ſame Day and Lear, 


if Sg EY fay that on Thurſday the Seventeenth day of 
October inſtant, about Five of the Clock, they found 
a Scabbard and a pair of Gloves, 4nd a Cane lying up- 
on the Ground; and looking farther, they found a Perſon 
lying in a Ditch. And afterwards they were Enform'd 
that it was Sir Edmund Godirey, and his Sword was 
thruſt through his Body. 


William Bromwell. 
John Walter. 
The Mark of R John Rawſon. 


Atiadd. MN. 


Caleb Wynde, ad Richard Duke, being both Sworn 
and Examined, do ſay, that on Saturday laſt being the 
Twelfth of October inſtant, they ſaw Sir Edmund God- 
frey talking with Mr. Radcliff, near Mr. Radcliffs, 
about one of the Clock. 


Caleb VVinde. 


Jo. Cowper KAY 
Richard Duke. 


Coroner. 


Now in One VVYord, to the Enformations above. 
VVhat's All This to a Sword or a Rope? To a Cravar, 


a Handkercher, a Linnen Cloth, or what ever elſe of 


That kind the Reader pleaſes ? The Sadler ſays right, 
that he was in Danger about Tongs and Otess Enfor - 
mations : But his Apprehenſion ( as I have faid elſe 
where) was from the Parliament, not from the Pa- 
piſts ; and in Truth, for Concealing the Pretended Plot, 

not 


. . 
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not for Diſcovering it 5 Unleſs for doing both the Ore 
314 the Orhw, in the "IO Place : He has a Touch 
4 the Poſtmaſters, and the Pargquets, which 1s only 
e Hiat of a Story that he had gotten by Halves, 
CIMMCcernmg the tt jotig® ag; ; which Impoſture _ 
as Yet a AM yſtery ; for 1t was Early days with the Plot, 
vehen Te © Matters were a Brewing. 

DPorgan Comes Next, and Depoſes; that he was at 
tne P Pond, &C. upon Thurſday about Noon, and ſaw No 
©70v0s nor Stick: And fo *tis Taferr'd that they were 
not There, becauſe Morgan did not ſee them : VVhere- 
23 if He was on One Side of the Pond, and the Things 

on the Other, the Buſhes were 10 Thick, it was Mo- 
; ally Impofible that he ſhonld ſee them. . Beſides, that 

: ſuppoling they were Nor there, makes the Matter 
ir 07 oe for what hecomes of Prance, and Bedloes Evi- 
607 'e then ; , that Swear the Body was carry'd thither 
Pefore ? Or to make ſhort on't. Whats All This 
to the Queſtion of Srrangliag whether they were 
Ticre or Not ? | s 

The Oath of Brumwell, Walters and Rawſon is as 
Lictle to the Purpoſe too as any of the *Reff : Though 
1 Cannot but take Notice of the Wording of the Laſt 
Lize ont 1. e. | His Sword was Thwlt through his 
Body. J as who ſhould fay, He d;d not do it Himſelf. 
a ſo for the Depoſition lf Wind, and Dukes, ſeeing 
tim at Twelve upon Saturaay talking with Radcliffe; 
if Is s. Utterly Forreizn to the Buſineſs. They found 
that he had bzen towards Mary-bone ; Ad was 
Now come Back again * And What's his Coming 
Back, again, to the finding of him Suffocated ? 
And fo ro Fancy him Strangled | in London, and his Bo- 
ay Carry'd off, and Thrown in a Ditch, Two Mile out 
ef Town, with his Sword through 1t ; what was this 
Coceit, but an Anticipation of the Impoſture of Bedloe 


und Prance that follow*'d upon it? To Speak Plainly 
| £0 


NT 
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to the Reaſon of the Thing, and to the Likelyhood of 
the Caſe, Sir Edmund Carry dout a Forcboding Connte- 
nance in the Morning with him? His Friends and Rela- 
tions took Notice, that for 4 Fortnight before he went a- 
way, his Melancholy grew Stronger and Stronger upon 
him, 1n Proportzoz to the Neaver. and Nearer "Approach 
of the Parliament, His Domeſt iqt es were Startled at 
his Behaviour, both Over-Might, and the Next Mor- 
nr when he went away : His Head ran _upon Pading - 
ron-Wocds, and Thither he Ask*d the I# ay, and Thi- 
ther he 1/ ent, and came Back, and, out of All Doubt, 
went Again, and did tho Unhappy W 078, In the After- 
22007, that he went for in the Morning 
Tolook back once again upon 1 heſe De poſitions ; 
they were ſo far, in the very Nature and Quality of 
them, from any Pretence of giving Lizht how Sir 
Edmund came by his Death, that ] Cannot gather 
from Th: Evidence, fo much as the S192 of any one 
[peg that Pointed that Way. Nay, on the Contra- 
, the Enformations are ſo Short ,, even where there 
a, Place for ſfach a Queſtion, that ir had a Counte- 
nance, as if ſome Care had been taken Not to look too 
Narrowly into*'r. As in the Inſtance of Mr. Skillarac, 
and ſo of Brumwell, Walters , and Rawſon. VVould 
they know whether Sir Edmund was kild with the 
Sword or Vo? VVhat had they more to do, then to 
Examine whether there was any Flux of Bloud or Ns ; 
which would have brought the Matter to a ſhore, and 
a Certain Iſſue : Nay, and which makes it look Worſe 
Yet, it was Mightyly /zfiſted, and Dilated upon in the 
Debate, and Yet mot One Word on't in the Evidence. It 
is Manifeſt, that the Marks of Strangliag, both Might 
and Did Decceive them: though the Mott that cond 
be made of them amounted but to Bare Likely>00ds a! 
Beſt ; but as they were Complicated with other Circum- 
ſtances , Wholly Improbable, Now Mr. Skillarnc Calts 
Ll1C 
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the Main Carſe upon This Point ; | Bloud, or No 
Bloud, ] He Himſelf ſaw Some, but not Enorgh, it 
Seems. The Jurors, even According to their Depo- 
firions, faw Bloud in Abundance ; And there were Huz- 
areds and Thouſands that could have faid as much. 
Walters and Rawſon were Examin'd to the Gloves, and 
the Cane, bur Not a VVord again of the Bloud . 
Though Rawſ92z could have ſaid very much to*t: Nor 
One Syllable of the Poſture neither; though Theſe 
Thrce that Saw the Boay in the Light, conld have Spo- 
ken far more Expreſly to't , then the Conſtable that 
came Afterward, and G ropd i It ont in the Darz, But 
in fine, the Queſtion was Shifted, from the Undenyable 
i-99f of his Dying by the Wound, to the Probability 
of his being Strangled - which was a Safe way ; for 
the Jarors would have been able to Prove the Ore, and 
they could not Diſprove the Other, It would have been 
a Oueſtion Pertinent enough, to Ask what Opinion the 
People had Generally of the Matter ; VVhile the Body 
was at the White-houſe ? The Furors Themſelves Tugg'd 
Hard for't, to Find him Felo de ſe. 


Mr. Collinſon Depoſeth , That the People taking 
Notice of the Dirch, how it was Almoſt Cover®d with 
Shrubs and Buſhes, ſaid One to Another, What a Cun- 
»iag Place has he found out, and were of Opinion that 


te tell upon his own Sw02d. 
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C H A P. | XVI 


The Coroners Enformations further Examin'd;, and 
not One Word in them of Bloud, the Poſture, or 
Any thing elſe Material to the Queſtion. 


= a Plentiful Diſcharge of Bloud ought to paſs for 
a ſufficient Evidence in the Caſe of Sir Edmundbuyy 
Godfrey, that he Dy*d by the Wewnd; And if Thar 


Effutton of Bloud was ſufficiently Prov'd to the Coro- 


ner and his Taqueſt ; (as there is No Doubt to be made 

either of the Ore or of the m_ the Point here in 
hand is already Clear?d, and rſolv'd, in the Affirmative, 

that the Coroner had a Competency of Means before 
him, for the Diſcovery of the True Cauſe of his Death - 
But how far Theſe Means were {mprov'd, toward a fu! 
and Effectual Diſcovery : And how it came to paſs that 
the Beſt was not made of them, 1s the Thing that we 
have now Under Conſideration. Touching the Erfur- 
mations ſpoken of, and Recited, in the Laſt Chapter ; 

as there was Nothing of Satisfattion to be Expected 
from the Greater Part of the Witneſſes; ſo Neither 
does It appear that there was Any thing Proposd to- 
ward the Main Bus'neſs of the Engz1ry, m any of the 
Reſt : So that 1t ſeems to be Time Lolt One Way. and 
Opportunity, Anoticr. To ſay the Truth, Thoſe Papers 

would not be worth the Ink we have Peſtow*d UPON 
'em, if 1t were not for the Remaining Enfornmeations 
that are Yct to Follow ; which Enformations might 
ſerve, of Themſelves, even without any other Guide, 

for a Key to let A Man into the Whole Myſtery : TT hey 

are All of a Caſt; All in the ſame Cauſe ; nf there- 
tore I ſhall Deltyer them over to the World Entire 
as they came to Afe : Thongh to keep within ſome 


reaſon. 
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reaſonable Compaſs, I have Divided them into ſeveral 


Chapters. 
The Reader is ſtill to be Minded, that [ How Sir 


Edmundbury Godfrey came by his Death] 1s the Ca- 
pital Queſtion. The Coroner 1s upon the Yiew; and 


we are here upon the Evidence that was Giver, and 


the Witneſſes that Gave it. We ſhall ſee what «ſe was 
made of them; and how far This Scrutiny was Ma- 
nag*d, according to the Intent of the Inquiſition, and 
to the beſt of the Coroner*s Skill and Krowleage. 


The Enformation of John Brown, taker upon Oath 
the ſame Day and Tear ( Ofob. 18. 1678.) be- 


fore me, 


E ſaith, that on Thurſday the 17th. of October In- 
itant, about Six of the Clock in the Afternoon, W1l- 
itam Brumwell, John VVYalters, a4 John Rawlon came 
to his Houſe and told him that they had found a Gentle- 
man In a Ditch deal; and This Enformant went with 
them, and there found Sir Edmundbury Godirey lying 
Dead, with his Sword through his Body : and hes 
Shoes were very Clean : and this Enformant believes that 
he could not have Walked thither, but that his Shoes would 
have been more Dirty: And as he lay, his Sword would 
have made ſome Impreſſion inthe Dirt if he had flung him- 
felf upon his Sword, the Dirt being very foſt. 

Jo. Cowper \ John Browne. 

Coroner. 


TI further Atteſt, that when 1 took up Sir Edmund 
Godfrey ozt of the Ditch, he had i! any Band about 
bis INeck. 

To. Cowper John Prowne, 


(.0rOREL, 
I Tore? 
kL 4+ w 
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Heres not one Syllable in Theſe Enformations tha 
could be of any Service to the End they Were or Oght 
to have been taken for; Nor any Thing in them bur 
what is either [nſrgnificant, or Partial. 

Brown the Conſtable was told of a Gentleman found 
Dead in a Ditch ; He went to the Place, with T ho{> 


that told him, and there found Si Edmund Godfrey 
lying Dead with his Sword through his Body ; and. 


when he took him out of the Ditch, he had Not any 
Band about his Neck. 

And why [ lying Dead] with his Sword through his 
Body, unleſs to Beſpeaka Falſe Underſtanding of ti: - 
Matter, and to Infinuate that ſome body elſe ha: 
Marther?d him ; and fo either Caſt or Left him there : 
This 1s the Genuine Countenance of It, and No Nan 
that looks no further into't can take it otherwil-. 
So that here's Truth Miſrepreſented, the Reaſon of the 
Thing Diſguis'd, Honeſt Men Miſjled ;, and (All at Once) 
Common Juſtice moſt Notorionily Abus'd. Let a Man 
but lay his Hand upon his Heart Now, and ſet him{ It 
to compare the Naked {implicity of the True Matter, 
of Fact with "This way of Wording the Report that is 
made uſe of to Cover it. 

Here's a Boay found in a Ditch, with a Weund 
Under the left Pap, and the Point of a Sword ſo many 
Inches through the Blade of the right Shoulder ; ann © 
Right Arm ſtifi-ſtretch*d upon the Kank ; the Left 2 
Doubled under it, and the Head icaning upon't. 

VVould any Man paſs the ſame Jurlgment now upon 
the Death of the ſame fan, under the Appcarance ct 
Two ſo Differias Evidences ? And yet they are Both 
upon the Credit of the ſame Teſtimony : Only the Ore 
was Calculated for the Jury, and the Other for the 
Truth of the Fatt ; which Latter Depoſition we have ha 

already, I do not ſay Y<t that there is any Contr: 
ajjon in This Diverſiry ; but the 2wigree bs Tulted to 
the 
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the Queſtion : and then there's a Latitude for Word? 
and Phraſes, that may ſeem to feakOne Thing, and 
Import Another : As his Lying Dead in the Ditch, ſounds 
as if he had been kd, and Thrown there; which is 
only a Caſt of the Clerkfs 5kill for the Better Colour of 
an 1/1 BuPneſs. And what's his Deſcanting then upon 
the Cleanneſs of his Shoes, and the Print of the Pummel 
of his Sword, but the Encroachment of a Witneſs upon 
the Office of a Juror ; Or effeftually, VVhat's The 
whole Enformation but an Anſwer to ſuch Leading Ques 
ſr10as as make the Depoſitions look liker an Argument, 
then a Teſtimony? Now Brown Applies his Anſwers to 
the reſpective Interrogatories, and if he fell ſhort, it 
was the Examiner”s Fault not His. And ſo for the 
taking of him up without a Band : it was Juſt as much 
to the Purpoſe as if he had Whiſtled. The fingle Bus'« 
neſs of their Enquiry, was to Learn what Death the 
Juſtice Dy'4; and whether ſtrangled, or not : fo that 
Ail This was not One Jot to the Point, unleſs they 
would draw [nferences from the Soles of his Shoes to the 
Circles about his Neck. 

Now to an Ordinary Bodies Thinking, Brown might 
have been Catechiz'4 upon Matters Infinitely more 1z- 
ftrufhive to the Jurors then any thing that appears hi- 
therto from Theſe Enformations. Brown could have 

told of the Craſhing of the Sword through the Bone, the 
Guvbling of th e Bloud that came out, "and the Fatter- 
110 Nolte It made npon the Ground at the Drawing of It: 
And This was No more, then what was well Enough 
Kown too; but for Solemmitics fake, there muſt be 
{lomewnat upon Record Tranſmitted to After-Times, 1n 
Honour of the Caruſe, and for the Perpetual Memory of 
the Thing ; In which Caſe, the Brioud, the Poſture, and 
tome 29rd Dangerous Circumſs ances Were found Con- 
venient, by the 44anagers of That ſeaſon, to be better 


Out then In, | 
The 
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The Next Enformation 3s Harry Moors : an Old Ser- 
want in the Family ; the Clark; and, not alittle, the Cor- 
fadent of the late Sir Edmzmndbury Godfrey : for he was 
Inward with him in Moſt of his Privactes ; he was the 
Jaſt Man too that ſaw him ar his Houſe the Morning he 
went away : And the Perſon Principally employ*d by 
the Brothers to Look, and Hearken after him, from rLe 
firſt Hour of bis Miſſing, to the| finding of the Body. In 
One word, he was the ltkelielt Man alive to fet them 
Tight in their Bus'neſs. 1t 1s to be Notcd alſo, that the 

?rothers were [ntimate with the Corozcrs; and Bcth,or 
One of them, from Firlt to laſt, no lefs Afidaozs with 
the Inqueſt. So that Moor could probably ſpeak ro a 
Thouſand Particular Things that no Body elie perhaps 
might take any Notice of: Now what ever he knew, to 
be ſure, the Brothers Knew ; And what ever Thcy knew, 
as to This Matter, it 1s to be Honeſtly Preſum'*d that the 
Coroner. knew ; Inſomuch, that they had All the Intelli- 
gence among them, which tne Brothers, the Coroner, and 
the Clerk, could Contribute, Joyntly, or Scverally to ths 
bringing of the Point to a Fair Iſſue. VVe ſhall ſee 
now in the Next Chapter. what V/e was made of 24975 
Teſtimony, and how they $qucez?d him upon the Exami- 
nation, to Draw from him the Uttermolt of his Know- 
ledge upon "Thoſe Neceffary Points, which they knew 
he could ſpeak to. 'I'o Conclade, He did Certainly 
know a Great Deal; The Brothers and the Coroner did 
Both, Certainly kyow that he Did ſo : And it muſt be 
then Conſider'd, that he did Probably know More Ter, 
then they could Certainly Charge upon him ; and there- 
fore 1t was Their Part to have him Ex:zmin'd to the 
Probabilitics, as well as to the Certainties. A Plain, Blunt 
Enquiry upon Theſe Heads, will do a Great deal toward 
the ſatisfying of the VVorld, whether the Mighty Clur- 
ter that has been made here about ſifting, and ſearching, 
was Banter, or Farnelt, 
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290 The Myſtery of the Death C 


CHAT AVI. 


Notes upon the Myſterious Examination of Henry 
Moor, Clerk to Sir Edmundbury Godirey. 


Ere was a 7Jury Summon'd and brought together up- 

on the View of a Dead Body ;, Conſultations and 
Debates in Form, Surgeons and Witneſſes Adviid with- 
al, and Ex:1m'd; And All upon a Short Queſtion, 
Whether the Perſon Dy'd of the Wound, or of a Suffocation ? 
And whether Felo ae /e, or Not ? Among other Evi- 
dences, they Pitched upon Harry oor for One, to 
C1vC thc beſt Account he could, about the Death of his 
Maſter : Wherein, it falls in Courſe to be conlider*d, 
How far 2107 was certainly Privy to Matters ; VVhaz 
Points be could ſpeak to How far the Brothers, the Cc 
r0aer, and ſeveral of the Firors Themſelves were En- 
form'd of his Kzowledzeof Things; and how far, in 
tine, he was There Interr07ated upon Thoſe 5 pecial Mat- 
ters, which Toy Trhmpelves knew Neceſſary to be Clear'a, 
toward the Zi/covery of the Truth ; and which they 


had Reaion to Prejume, and to Believe, that oor was 


able to give a very Good Account of. T ſhall be forc'd 
upon This Occaſion, to Deliver the Subſtance over again, 
of ſome Depolitions that I have made uſe of in Parcels 
alrcady ; but to Differing Purpoſes : For the Queſtion in 
Thoſe Caſes was properly the Truth of the Fatt, where- 
as we are now upon the Candor and Equity of the Pro- 
ceeding. 


VWitiam Collins, one of the Jurors, ſaw Sir Godfrey 
upon Saturday MMornirg, talking with a Ailk-womas 
near Maryboic-Conduit. Thomas Maſon of Marybone, 
\.nother of the Jurors, on the ſame Aforning met SIC 

Edmune 


of Sir E.B.Godfrey Unfolded. 29t 
Edmund afterward, betwixt Marybou-Pound and Mary- 
boze-Strect, coming back again for Lonaon. 

Upon the Honday following, oor walked ont in the 
Morning to look his Maſter, and ſeeing Mr, 2s/oz by 
the way, near his own Houſe, Asked him, 1f he bad Jer 
Sir Edmundbury Godirey 17 the Field; ſmce Saturday ? 
For he had loft his Maſter, and knew not what was become 
of him: Whoſe Anſwer was, "That he had fecn him 
on Saturday Morning, as above, and zot ſiace. It is 
here to be Noted, that Afoor had heard of his Maſter 
On Monday Morming, though the Family gave It Out, 
That the firſt Tydi n2s they had of him was from Par- 
ſons, a Coach-maxer at a Funeral on Tucſdey Night ; 


which Account was, T hat upon Saturday Morning Re 


met Sir Edmund in St. Martins-Lane, who asked "him 
the V Vay to Paaimgten Woods, or thereabouts ; And the 
VVhole Story thus far, was well known to the Brothers 
and the Cororers. 

On the ſame Saturday he went away, Mr. Radclifſe 
had him by the ZZand at his own Door in the Strand, 
about Told or One; And Great Uſe was made of that 
Evidence, tO inane a Verdict, that he was Strangled ; 
for they Inferr*d d, that he was Not Kill'd in the Ditch; 
becauſe he was come back again : Now that J1zferexce 
would have held as good, (and coniequently that Yur- 
dit) in the Caſe of Maſon, (who undoubtedly told 
the. Jury the Story of his Coming back again before 
they Adjourn'd ) So that they got not one Grain of 
Intelligence to TT his Purpoſe at the Roſe and Crown, more 
then they had before at the White-Houſe, But to re- 
turn to the Clerk again, Moor took Notice of his Ma- 
fters Great Diſcontent, and Diſorder, (in his Own 
VVords) after the taking of Ores*s Enformations : He 
could not be Ignorant of the Freak of biurding ſo ma- 
ny Papers upon FridayiVight;as he made expreſs 1 remarks 
upon his Diſtracted Srar ts, Looks, Aftions and Geſtures, 
V 2 Thas 
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That Laſt Saturday Moraing. He told Judith Pamphlir, 
one of the Family, that he was affraid he was Murther'd: 
His Wife Exclaiming, O that ever it ſhonld be [aid that 
fach a Man as Sir Edmundbury Godfrey urther'd 
himclf ! Pamphlia raving at the ſame rate, and tel- 
ling Captain Gibbon, his Lady, and his Daughters, over 
and over, that Moor knew & great deal ; andif Moor 
were examin'd, he could ſay much. He Declar'd it him- 
ſelf that he had been to Search for his Maſter, and 
within a Few Roads «too of the Place where the Body WAas 
ford , Andhe Delver'd the fame thing upon Oatr 
be for 2 Two of Lis Majeſties Juſtices for the Ifle of Ely - 
It cannot be Imagin'd, that the Brothers, all this while, 
vere Strangers to theie Circumſtances; Eſpecially con- 
n Grin; U x the $i Frame had 1 in the Manage of the whole 


oN ber Relation "%&f SIC i I nds ; 1 i hoy the 
].ait time the ſaw him, they both brake out into / lens 
Excl:ymings, Lord ! Wie will become of ts ! 

Upon S:7:4ay Elornmng M19 Ms or went to the 
Hou: of Mr. Michal Gol? 719, and told him that his 
Maſter did not come home lat Night God have NMcr- 
cy apon as (fays the Erotl -# Pray Ged we hear Good 
News of 14: nd Enjoys”d Moor #8 to tell any Creature 
of ris Abſerrce, till he Himſelf, or his Brothers ſhould come 
to him mm the Aftern90. They came accordin: z1y, and 
Agrecd to enquire every where aftcr bi 1m, but ail under 
the Scal of Secrecy ſtil : And fo he Was T9 KEePp a 
cloſe "il Afoucay Voraing and Ther, till Night ; and 
io till Prcſaay Mornings, Pall the Srorbers Hould have 
been witn my Lord Chancellor - and upon Tueſday Iig;5t 
they Divui 9d 1 it at a Funeral, Thelc Kep cated Trim 
(1645 Of Secrecy would puzzle the Mayor of Duin- 
borough,and his Brethren, to find a curreat Reaſor 7 for. 


They d ao as good as Cry, Scek, but do not Find, = 
W q& 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Onfolded. 2023 
why Again, Say nothing till we have been with my Lord 
Chancellor ? The Caution, 1n Truth, right be Priden- 
tial enough, in caſe of his Laying Violent Hands upon 
himſelf ; but ſuppoſing him to be Afurther'd by a 27:!:- 
ciows Praftice, or by Aſſaſſins, i would have bcen a 
Point of Publique Duty, to Honwmr and Juſtice, and an 


Office of Humanity, Natural Afettion, and Reſpect to 


the Defun, Immediately to have ſpread the Story of it 
as far as the Poſt, and Common Fame could carry it. But 
there's Another Paſſage yet behind, to the ſame Point, 
that makes the Bus'neſs ſtill more and more Suſpi- 
C1OUS. 


Mr. Wheeler Depoſeth, That oz Wedneſday, CAo- 
ber 16. 1678. being in Company with one Mr. Parſons, 
Mr. Monk, and others,he asked Parſons, What Diſcourſe 
he had with Sir Edmwmdbury Godſrecy 1n St. Martins 
Lane upon Saturday Laſt * | Parſons.) *Tis zo matter, 
{ Wheeler.] What ? a Juſtice Loſt, and You the Lalit 
Man # his Company, and not declare what Diſcourſe you 
bad ? | Parſons.) Let Mr. Monk tell. To which, Mr. 
Monk ſaid, What have TI to do to tell your Diſcourſe ? 
And thereupon, this Enformant ſaid to Mr. Parſons, If you 
w1ll not do it here, you ſhall do it ſomewhere elſe : 4d 
then Myr. Parſons ſaid, That Sir Edmund acked him three 
times whereabout Paddington Woods were ; And that he 
himfelf acked Sir Edmund if he were bzying a Parcel of 
Land ? To which, Sir Edmund replyed, No. This En- 


formant ashed the ſaid Parſons, What other Diſcourſe 


Paſs'd ? Who Anſwered him, None ; For Sir Edmund 
was ſparing in his Speech. 1his Enformant putting it fur- 
ther to the ſaid Parſons, Why he was ſo Loth to tell 
the Diſcourſe : Parſons made Azſwer, becauſe Sir Ed- 
mund's Clark Deſired him to fay Nothing ont. 
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294 1he Myſtery of the Death 
Upon the Whole matter, The Brothers Ty'd up 


Moor to Secrecy , and Aoor Ty'd up Pb and ]. 


there appears No other Reaſon in Sight, either for 
th2 0ze or for the offer, then a Deſire to keep it Private : 
wWhicn ſounds juit a5 much as an Vrwillingnefs to have 


t kzown what was become of him; only the Erothers 
took care that he ſhould not be Mi, 2a at Home, and 


the Clark. that he ſhould not be found abroad; for bis 
Queſtion to Parſons, was the only Light they had fo 
Earl ly, w hich way. to Enquire after him, and oor 
took the Hit ft UPON X 

After All This ſaid and Provd, *tis not for Any 
Man to Doubt, cither that Ifoor Knew, or was like- 
ly to know as much of This Private Hiſtory as any 
Man: Or of the Ercthers knowing as much as Moor 
Conld Tell them : And This being taken for Granted, 
a Nian Methinks might Fancy ſuch [rerrogatories to be 
put to door, as might Reaſonably open the Way to 
a Diſcovery. As for Example now ; Directing the Difſ- 
couric Io the Clerk. 


Here's the Body of your Dead Maſter now upon the 
T able before us ;, And the Queition is How he came by his 
Death : To# have been C onſt antly near about him, and 1n 
his Buſineſs ; Did You Ovſerve Any Quarrel he had, or 
Amy Deſperate Diſcontent wpon him , and for what 
Cauſe Redſorl? Have You Obſerv'd: him to be more 
0144 of Humour of Late, then he was formerly; And 
Since what Time, and 1901 what Occaſion ? Your Maſter 
went away from his Hoxſe upon Saturday Morning Laſt : 
How was he the 1Day beztore-? Did You obſerve any Puſsle 
of People more then Ordinary about him? How did You 

jad im the Morning that he went away ? Did You Gather 
gy ry thing Far bis Looks, VVords, or Actions to give 


you 22 1l-Bod ng of bim ? Mr. Parſons, it ſcems , 
Speke with him in St, Martins-Lane , That Satm day 


Morning, 


> WP _ 


Ao 


* of Sir E.B. Godfrey Unfolded. 2953 


Morning, and Sir Edmund acked him the way to Pad- 
Cington-woods : And Mr. Parſons rold You of it , they 
ſay : VViun aid be tell you This ?- And VVhat Did he 
tell you of i ? Did any body Elſe tell you of it before ? 
And VVhat did they tell You? And what did You Do up- 
on their Telling it ? Now we have reaſon to Believe that 
he went tis Way to toe Place tant he Enquir'd for ;, be- 
cauſe Mr: Collins here, one of the Jurors, Saw him after- 
ward talking with a Milk-woman thereavouts : And 
here's Another of the Inqueſt , Mr. Maſon, that Saw 
bywm after his too, going Back again, Aad he ſaw You 
Your Self too, oz the Munday Morning following, go- 
7g T hitherward ro Look for him. The Talk ws, that 
Parſons aid not tell You of This *till Tucſday Night : 
How came You then to look, for him thercabouts uyon Mun- 
day Morning ? But You did 99 to Look for him However, 
and it comes from Your owa Mouth that You - were within 
a Little of fiading him. Where did You Look ! And 
Flow Near were You to the finding of him? You did not 
Look for him among tne Bards in the Buſhes ; and You could 
not expect to find bim Picking of Sallads among the Cat- 
tle ; If Tor: looktd jor him in the Ditches, What made 
Yow look for him There ? Dil You find Any thing to make 
You Suſpef# he had made Himſelf away ? Parſons rold 
You that he Aik;d the Way to the Woods; but not to the 
Ditches: So that the Woods were No Light to Direct 
You to the Ditch, without ſome Dark refle&tion upon 4 
Troubled Mind. Or if you Did Search the Ditches, 
how far did You go? Aad hyw came You to Stop Short, 
and leave the Cloſeſt Hiding-Places Yet Unſearch'd , 
Behind ye ? But upon Your Oath, Did You Find the Body 
at Laſt, or Not ? How came You to tell Pamphlin, You 
fcar'd he was Murder'd ? How Came Your Wife, and 
Pamphlin to Speak, Famzarly of it ; before the finding 
of the Body, as if they feard he had KilPd Himſelf ? 
Pamphlin would ſay frequently, If the Clerk were Ex- 

V| 4 amin'd 
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amin'd he could Sneak Mnch. Theſe Stories are All 
over the Town already; And: that You Your Self own'd 
ſuch Thoughts of the Puſineſs as You were affrid to tell. 
WWcre Ton Frjnyd Secrecy by Any Body betwixt Your 
Maſters going away, and the finding of the Body ? By 
Whom ? What were the I hings You were to keep Private? 
And what realons were given; Or what do You {magine 
were the Reaſons, of that Caution of Privacy ? Was 
there Any thing of Saving the Eſtate inthe Caſe ? What 
was the True Reaſon of Your bidding Parſons to ſay 
Nothing of his Diſcourſe with Your Maſter That 
Morning ! 

Here's a Great Deal of Thr that's known to the Jury, 
Already, The Brothers are able to ſay more; and You 
Your Self, without Pcradventure, know Moſt of All, We 
Expect a Diſtinct Anſwer to Every Particular, So Help 
Tou God. | 

Now, Theſe were Points Neceſſary to be Enquir'd 
into; and the Neceſſity of That Enquiry lay ſo Open, 
that a Man could hardly Miſs a Great many of'em, 
Unleſs he would ſhut his Eyes, and go out of the way 
on purpoſe. They knew he went about to Search for 
his Maſter : and Certainly 1t was Worth the While 
to put the Q#zre whether he fora him or Not. Nay 
the very Silence, upon that Queſtion, makes it Sſp1- 
cious that he had found him. I had almoſt forgor a 
Depoſition that I have of a very Roneſt Gentleman 
upon this Subject, 


Gabriel Tox Depoſeth, That about the time when 
Atr. Fitz- Harris would have lay*d the Buſineſs of Sr 
Edmiwmnabury Godfrey at the Door of the Earl of Dan- 
by, Mr. Benjamin Godfrey came to this Enformant and 
ſpake to Him This Enforinant about 1t. Upon "This 
Occaſion , the Enformant Enter*d into a Diſcourſe 
2bout the Death of Sir Edmmd ; telling the = 
| | | r, 
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Atr. Godfrey, that it was a ſtrange Thing to bring 
in an Infamous Wench, as they did, for a Wirneſ; S AL 
the Tryal ;, and ander the Countenance of a Sos 
in the Family, which ſhe never was, bnt only did 
Fobbs of Chare-Work there; and to leave out Mcor 
the Clark, that would have been a Witneſs of ſome 
Creait, and conld have ſpoke much to the Matrer - 
To which the faid Ar. Godfrey made Anſwer, that 
Alas! the Old Fellow knew Nothing; And fo they Parted. 
After which, This Enformant never heard any thing, 
further from the ſaid M4. Godfrey. 

And then it wonld not have been Amiſs to have 
Summon'd the Milk-Womas Neither ; but for Brevi- 
ties fake ( as the Matter was order'd ) Three or Four 
Lines did the Whole Work, according to a 1rue Copy 
of the Enformation here Under Following. 


{he Examination of Henry Moor taken and 
Acknowledged the ſame Day and Tear upon 
Oath. 


E ſaith, That when Sir Edmund Godfrey went laſt 
from his Houſe, which was on Saturday laſt about 
Mine of the Clock, in the Morning, he had then a Lac'd 
Band about his Neck, 


Jo. Cowper Henry Moor. 
Coroner. 


In One Word, the Logick, of the Proceeding is 
This; Either Sir Edmundbur y Godfrey was K1IVFd with 


a Sword or Strangled with a Rope; But Sir Edmunabury 


Godfrey went out with a Lac'd Band, Ergo he was 
Suffocatus Strangitlatus, Anglice Choals 'd and Strang- 


led, cum jna Pecia Funts, Anelice Rope, wi” ſo kere's 
| a very 


a; 
a.” @ - ky , tyre = 


a ht 4 ol &* CE _—_ + 


#1 TS wt? 
he o _ TR a, A 


} 
I | 
4 Re 
tr ai goa, ; 
WW" 4 * 


IT 


* * 4 y » > 
ee te eee... — A. crrroeuwmecores 22: 2S ono dd i Ws 


_— 
COTPa=——_ 


© <ae .T LDR SIC. . 35 


% I 
hd _— 


- 
” ” 
cd. Mb 0---tre 


——_—_—— 


_—_—_— CL. 


lk tt 


dem Al. tre. nn 


died . 


292 The Myſtery of the Death 
2 very Honeſt Account of the Premiſes and the Co1- 
cluſion. 


I —— 
mg 


CHAP. XVIII 


A very Pertinext Evidence of Joſeph Radcliffes 
made TVorſe then Nothing. 


Wh Tojeph Radcliffe was of the Neighbourhood 
and Acquaintance of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, 
and a Man of Swſtance and Creait in the Pariſh : It 
was his fortune to have Sir Edmund by the Hand be- 
fore his own Door, about one of «the Clock, on the Sa- 
zrday when he went laſt from his Houſe. From That 
time forward, no body could hear what was become 
of* him; but by Flying, and Uncertain Reports, till 
the Thurſday followiag, when his Body was found Dead, 
toward the Eveninz mn a Ditch near Primroſe- Hill. A 
Fury was hereupon Summor'd, which met the Next 
Day at the Wirte-houſe ; from whence, After ſome 
Hours Debate upon the Matter in View, and the Ex- 
amining of Witneſſes, they Adjourn'd to the Next day, 
and at the Ryſe and Crown 1n St. Giles's, they agreed- 
pon their Ferdict. Tiither 1t was that Mr. Foſeph 
| Radcliffe and his Wife were Summoi?d to give. Evidence 
upon the Matter 1n Qneſtion: and Such as it was, 
there was Great Streſs lay'd upon 1t, for Clearing the 
Point in Iſſue. And there let it reſt *till we come to the 
Enformations Themſelves. 

The Town was at That Time full of the Diſcourſe 
of Sir Godfreys Strange Carriage lately, at Ars Gib- 
bons's, and the odneſfs of his Behaviour at St, Martins- 
Feftry the Day before : and in ſhort, Conſidering the 
Familiar Conyerfation betwixt them ;3 The Frequen- 


Ly 
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cy of their Meetings about Pariſh-Buſineſs ; and Eſpe- 
cially the Chance-Encounter in the Strand before Spa- 
ken of ,, r. Radchffe might appear a very Proper 
Witneſs to be Examin'd npon This Occation ; as a 
Perſon likely enough in many ReſpeCts to know ſome- 
what of the Privacies of Sir Edmimabury God/rey. 
Briefly, He and his Wife were Examincd ; but upon 
what Pretence, and to what Purpoſe, will be better 
ſeen in the Following Enformations. 


Add. fl. 
The Enformation of Joſeph Radclifte of St. 
Martins in the Fields taker upon Oath the 
19th Day of Ofob. 1678. before Me. 


E ſaith, that on Friday was Seven-night, there w.1s 

a Veſtry -held for St. Martin's Pariſh, at witch 

Sir Edmund Godfrey was, and after the Veltry broke up 
there was a perfet Account made up and Diſcharg'd be- 
tmixt Sir Edmund Godfrey and St. Martins Pariih 
touching 4 1. received by Sir Edmund of Mr. Bradbury 
late Surveyor of the High-Ways, whereof 4.0 s. ws paid 
back, ro Mr. Bradbury by Sir Edmund, by the Conſent 
of ſome of the Veſtry, and the other 40s. he paid to this 
Enformant, whereof this Deponent paid Sir Edmund 1 3 5s. 
which he had formerly laid out about the High-Way of St. 
Martins Pariſh, and the other 27s. this Enformant hain 
14 his Cuſtody, for the uſe of the ſaid Pariſh, And this 
Enformant further ſaith , That during the Time he was 
Church-warden 12 hes laſt Year 1677. be Stated the Ac- 
counts of St. Martins Pariſh and found the Pariſh Deb- 
tor to Sir Edmund about 1481 of which be Paid him 
100 |. and the remaiader hath been Since paid by his Suc- 
ceſſor Charles Monck; and on Friday was ,, Seven- 
night, Sir Edmund was ju This Enformants 7 
ME} WH 
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with Mr. Heames 1;/! about Nine of the Clock, and was 
#1 a Pleaiant good Even Humor and Temper, and This 
Enformant verily believes that he ſaw him paſſing by this 
Enformants d90r, about One of the Clock on the Morrow, 


FE being Saturday the Twelfth of this Inſtant. 
1 | | 
. Jo. Cowper J. Radcliffe, 
| "y Coroner. 
ol {T. Eleanor Ravcliffe, Wife of the ſaid Joſeph, ſaith, 
* i11.2t 082 Saturday Laſt about One of the Clock Sir Ed- 
mund Godfrey paſs'd by ber Houſe. 
Jo. Cowper Eleanor Radclifſe. 
Coroner. 


Here's a Pariſh-Recl2ning brought in Evidence upon 
O-:th, to Prove that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was 
Strangled : + No body knew When, Where, or by 
Whom : And an Argument drawn in Confirmation of it, 
from his being: ſeen Alive at ſuch an Hour of the Day: 
The Firſt Day's Debate held a Long Tugg upon Kil- 
ling Himſelf, or being Kill'd; and when they could 
not Carry it for the Latter, That Bout, they Ad- 
joura*d, and This was the Evidence that did the Feat 
npon the Second Meeting : though not one Syllable of 
Force in it moe then what was Teſtified at the 
White-Houſe. It ſeems a Wonderful Thing, that to 
Ovneſtions, that were put ſo munch Beſide One Purpoſe, 
Azſwers ſhould bs given that lay fo Pat for the Other, 
[ He was in a4 Yleaſant, Good, Even, Humonr and 
Temper the Night Before. | That 1s to ſay, he was rot 
In a ad to Deſtroy himſelf. Brown Repreſents him 
tying Dead in a Djtch ; As who ſhould ſay, He aid not 
a9 it Himſelf, Nay he Philoſophizes upon the Clean- 
eſs of his Shoes too; And Rexſons upon it, that he 


cid 


4 OR” —_— \ - 09S 
. C . , ———— Dt 
. ' « ws 3 es 
- * te 
= © #1 ry —- , - b _ 4 .- I , 
_ - b, py wn >< _ In - A ” C HP: - 4 
4 Metro Ra IE an; <2 
: : - , ! b 
: |  P | —_ 
mY 


. 
_ 
Ta 
* 
n 
£ 
" 
* 
© 4 
Ci 
x 
a0 
: 
4 
*» 
"0. Pp 
bt , 

"> 

s 
- 

«4 
© = = 
K by 
* l 

- = 

© 
++ 
4 

: 

2&1 

= 

. 
\ 3 
Fo 

. 

. 

7 
4 1 
" 
"M4 
oft 
. 
= 
P 
4 

4 

» 4+ YE 

++ 

+? 
ba 

4 
£* I» 

i i 
* ». 

" 

- - 
£9 

3% 4{ 

of - 
$I; 

"7 

+ 
ft « 
: , "Ex 

. ky. 

: + I % . 
F, A 
1 
* - » V4 
: 1] 
5 1 


I 
4 » 
- 
4. 
q : 
7 
f I + 4 
: : 
'n \ 7 
++ 
\$> 
* a % 
4 bo 
EZ TH 
ns | 
4. 
£5 p— 
- LL) > 
© e 0 
—_ 
d. ; o 
Gs F 
d in *- 
© ; * 
+ 
&*- at? 
b « 
$3 y I? 
> ? 
- y : 
U 
#3. 
ge” 
4K" + 
” 
[7 2 - YZ 
F ti 
g . 
4 kg 
by 
5 
[2 - : 
4; $$ 
i 
.” "a. 
% 
* + 
Fd t 
& * 
"4 - 
© 
- 
, - 
FP : 
£ Lo 
PL 
U , 
3 
ky " 
© 3 &: 
o 4. 
5 
$.. 
; =.4 TY 4.0, 
; 
$ þ 
ws 6 
: 4. 
EF 
o = 
© = 
; = o 
; 
. . 
£"\ 
1 : 
i 
: - 
: 
4 
: ka 
" y {. 
> F : 
F * 
LY 
W:2z 
" £3 
} F 
k * 
%? 
ys 
. | "1 
| " 
: 
* 
ang) 
f 
nad 


of Sir E. B. Godfrey Unſolded. ZOE 


did not Flins himſelf upon his Sword; for he ſhould 
have Seen the Print of the Prnmel then. Morgan was 
ncar the Pond, and Saw No Body. Brumwells and 
Walters Eaformation 1s Worded, that his Sword Was 
Thuuft thr0vgh his Boay, though Bromwell yery lately 
made E-cceptions to Thoſe Words [ Was Thzult } 
through his Body, at the Reading of 1t: And ſays fur- 
ther, that they gave an Account alfo of the Poſture 
they found him in, thongh here's No Mention of it 
at All. Now it falls out Unluckily, that Every Bowle 
ſhould be made to carry the ſame Biafſs. But This 
Enformatlon yet before the Coroner under Such Cir- 
cumſtances, ſhall not Divert Me from Confronting it 
with Azther of a Later Date from the Same Hand - 
Nay, And That ſhall bz Back'd with Another too 
and 1t will be Then time to paſs ſome Refletions up- 


on the Whole. | 


AMidd. The Enformation of Joſeph Radcliffe 

& eff. of the Pariſh of St. Martins in the 

Weſt. ; Ficlds, Oyle-Mar, Taken Opon Oath 
May 11. 1686. 


Aith, That there was a Veſtry held in the Pariſh of 


St. Martins in the Fields, «por the 11th of Octob. 
1678. being Friday, where 1his Enformant was preſent, 
and that a Little before the riſing of the ſaid Veltry, to- 
wards the Evening, Sir Edmundbury Godfrey came Ha- 
ſftily in, and took his Uſual Place ; and as the Veitry was 
about to Riſe, the ſaid Sir Edmund went owt of the 
Room, and Call'd to This Enformant t9 go aty:s with 
him, which he did accordingly, As rizy were upon the 
Way, be told This Enformant ihat ie fear'd be had done 
Harry Bradbury Wrong, and was rcfolv'd to Right bir 
That Night, and ſo defired Tiis Y.iformant to Aſſt 


b;? 3 
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302 The Myſtery of the Death 
him therein. The ſaid Sir Edmund then looking behind 
him, aad ſeeing Mr. James Hemes, Another of the Ve- 
ſtry, he took him along with him, This Enformant go- 
ins along with them to 'Collonel Weldens. 

And that being come to the ſaid CollonePs, Sir Edmund 
deſired Tits Enformant to help him off with his Coat, who 
fAinded mim that the Weather was Cold : Sir Edmund re- 
plying, However he would have 1t off. Th:s Enformant 
help'd him off with it, and Sir Edmund ther took. it, and 
threw it 03 to the Cudat and then went and ſeared bim- 
felf at a T avle at the Other' End of the Room : This En 
formant obſerving fumething Extraordinary i the Man- 
ner of the Thing ; and ſitting o down at the ſame Table 
rext to him, A 1d htm what it was that Troubled kim 
about the [a id Harry Bradbury ? Sir Edmund Arnſwer- 
#7, that he had made Eradbur y p4y Forty Shilings 
for Another bodies Fault ;, and that if This Enformant 

would Azree to't, he ſhould be Repay'd the Forty Shil- 
linss : Wher upon, by Conſent, Mr. Bradbury was ſent 
for. And SIT Edmand Aid then tcl This Enfourmant 

that he had ſome Pariſh- -Mony his Hand, and that 
be world pitt ths faid Mony into the Hands of This En- 
formant, (wi had been lately Church-Warden, and had 
ſome Par ith Acconts in his Hands) Deſiring "This En- 
formant to Pay Mr. Bradbury the Forty Shillings ouf 
of the ſaid Mony; SIr Edmund thereupon Delivering the 
Mony he had in his hands, to This E # Shelly who pay'd 
Mr. Bradbury, when he came, the Forty Shillings afore- 
faid. This Enfirm znt herenpon ſaid to Sir Edmund, You 
are In a very good Mind. }/ko Reply'd, Yes, J am 
reſolv to ſettle AN my Bus'neſs to Night - ; and 
the Accounts ſhuil be browght 1 i2 Tour Name, and Not in 
Aline. 

Thx Enformant obſerving that he' PaſS'd from One 
Thing to Another ; Ad hizr if he had done Now ? 
Whoſe Anſwer was, "that he had nat dene Yet ſaying 


theres 
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wwerenupon, that he us'd to give Ten Shillings a Week, t9 
the Poor in Bread, and that he that had Bak'd it Hi- 
zherto ſhould do it No Longer ; Mr. Bradbury , por: 
That, (being a Baker) Askd him if he ſhould do it ? Sir 
Edmund asking This Enformant what be would Adviſe; 
who told him, that he was the Maſter of his own Charity ;; 
Sir Edmund ſaying then, that Mr. Bradbury ſhould do it, 
and that he Would Charge, or that he Had Charg'd zx 
by his Will, to be paid ot of the Rent of ſome Houſes 
that he had in Weſtminſter. Thi Enformant asking him 
again, Sir Edmund have you done Now ? Sir Edmund@ 
faying No, I have not done Yet ;, for the Pariſh is now 1 
Hy Debt, and fo Reckon"d an odd Summe which Fhis En- 
formant paid him upon the Place, This Enformant axked 
lim a Third Time, if he had done Yet ;, Sir Edmnnd 
replying Yes: and Clapping his Hand upon his Breaſt, ſaid, 
that Now he was at Quiet : After wich, Sir Edmund 
roſe up, and Deſid This Enformant to Help him on with 
his Coat, which he did. The ſaid Sir Edmund repeatins 
tat his Tonſcience was Clear. 

And further ;, that as they were drinking a Glaſs of 
Beer, This Enformant Asked the ſaid Sir Edmund, What 
News; Who made Anſwer, That in a ſhort time, You 
will hear of the Death of Some-body, or the Murther, 
(This Enformant doth not remember which of the Two 
Words ) Sir Edmund ſaying that he was Confident He 
Himſelf ſhould be the Firſt. Whereupon Mr. Hemes 
aforeſaid Deſired him if he fear'd any ſuch Thing, that 
be would not go abroad without Company : Sir Edmund. 
Anſwering, that his Conſcience was Clear, that he Car'd 
for No Company, and that he Fear*d No Body, 


And This Enformant being Interrogated concerning the 
Evening of ſo many accounts,whethur he hadhad any Diſcourſe 
with the ſaid Sir Edraund about Thoſe Accounts befcre ? He 
This Enformant Auſwereth, that therc had been a9 ſnch Dif- 


courſe, 
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corſe, end thzt be never kuew any thing of that Nature 
dos i fo ſuddin 4 manner before. 

And turther iaith, That about one of the Clock on the 
Newt Day, being Saturday, the ſaid 'Sir Edmund Paſſing 
by the Door of 11s Enformant, He this Enformant asked 
him to come in, and Dine w#h him ;, but he ſaid he was in 
haſt, and coil mot fray; aud fo having this Enformant by 
the Hand, he 1008_ away hi Hand, and went haſtily away, 
ſpeakins wiry earneſtly, whomuch trat this Enformant won- 
dred at it, he having been uſually Freer, and Eaſier with 
This Enformant. 

, This Enformant referreth himſelf upon the Matters con- 
tain*d wn this Enjormation, to the beſt of his Knowledoe and 
Azemory. 


Jurat. die & Anno Su- ]. Radchliſte, 
pradicto coram me. 


Ro. L'Eſtrange. 


The Reader will find little in This Enformation to 
the Tune of the Pleaſant, Good, Even Humour 4» 
Temper, in the Enformation before the Cororer, 
There's too much on't, to be Nataral, and the Sywony- 
als one upon the Neck of Another, favour more of 
the Skz/! of the Clark, then of the Faith of the Reporter. 
In which Caſe, many times there goes but the Daſh of 
a Pen to the ending of a Short Evidence. 

The Sccond Depoſition of Mr. Radcliffe ſeems to me to 
have a great many Notable Pallages in it. Sir E.G, had 
4 Mind to make cven with the World. The Fit took him 
at That Inſtant, and all muſt be done That Night. Brad- 
I;y was to have his Forty Shillings The Pariſh Accounts 
to be Adjufted 1n All Haſt ; He told the Company what 
Care he had taken for the Continuance of his Charity : 

Gd now (ſays he, clapping Lis Hand upon his Brouley 


Co 
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T am at Quiet ; Call'd for his Coat, and went over with 
it again ; My Conſcience 1s Clear. His Motions, and his 
AF&ions in the Room; The Yehemency of his Word: ; 
His Hudling of fo many things over in ſuch a Diforder ; 
His Starting from one thing to Another, and all to be 
Diſpatch'd upon That Point of Time : And then the 
Winding up of theConverſation with a Foreboaize of his 
Death or Murther ; The Company might be well allow'd 
to Judge, and to Obſerve, Theſe Things Confider'd that 
there was ſomewhat very Extraordinary in his Mind. 
Upon the Comparing of Theſe Two Enformations 


# ſeems very remarkable, that the Former delivers it: 


as the Opinion of Mr. Radcliffe, that Sir Godfrey was 
Laſt Night in a Pleaſant Good Even Humour and Temper, 
when the Latter, in Fat, ſets him forth to have been 
the Clean Contrary : So that the Whole Story of the D1/- 
order 1s not only Omitted, but Apparently Contranitted 
by the Orrer Inſmmnation. The Queſtion 1s, How 
Godfrey came by his Death; and what Radcliffe could 


ſay toward the Clearing of That Matter. Now the 


Jury being Divided whether he Deſtroyed Himſelf, or 
was Murther'd by Other People, it was a thing very much 
to their Purpoſe, to Enform themſelves what #:1mo::7 
he was in, elther ſoon before,or pon his going away. The 
Queſtion was put to Raacliffe about the ſeeing of him 
That Saturday, arid what he could ſay further to the 
Matter they had before them. The Coroners Enfor- 
mation {ays,he verily Believes he ſaw him ; In the Orher, 
he Swears that he had him by the Hany, and 7zvited 
him to Dinner ;, Nay, and Mr. Radcliffe calls to mind 
that heObjected at that very Time to the Expreſſion. Why, 
fays he, *tzs More then Believing ; for 1 Know # : And 
fome body made Anſwer, If you Know it, you Believe 
it. It is obſervable again, that there was a molt Indu- 
{trious Separation ih the Examination before the Coro 
mr of jore Parts of the Story from the Keſt ; and par- 
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ticularly, that Thoſe Paſſages were made uſe of, that were 
not one jot to the Purpoſe ;, and others left out, that in All 
Appearance would have given the Furors the Beſt Light they 
had, toward the Governing of the followiag Verdift. What 
was the Account, or Diſcount among the Pariſh-Officers 
to the Queſtion of Felo de ſe, or Not? That Acconnt, 
Barely, I mecan, without Godfrey*s Part in the Diſor- 
aerly Circumſtances that Attended it. "The Charge and 
D;/charge, of it ſelf, was utterly Impertinent ; but the 
Other could not be well Vnderſtood, but in Company 
with the Relation it had to the Bus'neſs of the Reckinings, 
Bradbiry*s Forty Sh;llings ; 1 he Setling of his Charity ; 
And All mult be Finiſhed That Night too ; which ſeems 
to Imply an Apprehenſion he had, that he ſhould ne- 
ver L1wveio no! her Opportunity of doing it. Now This 
was the Point that ſhould have been Preſſed,: Inculcated, 
and Tnſiſted upon ; and 1t would have done much bet- 
ter to have lay'd the Fatt at Length before the Fury, 
without any Goſs upon't, on the One Hand, then to 
Deliver a Partial, and an Vngronnded Opinion, without 
ſo much as one Syllable of the Plain Truth of Fa&, on 
the Other, The whole Matter under Deliberation re- 
ſolves ſhortly 1n to 1h; Was Str Godfrey under any 
Trouble, and Diſtreſs of Thought, or Not * This is the 
T7uth ot the Story, ſays the Ore Side; And let the Ja- 
7075s Judge npon't whether he Was, or No. Now the 
Other {ide 1s for giving the Opinion, without the Story ; 
fnd it was Prudently done; for the Naked Narrarve 
of the Fatt, and That Judgment of his Even Humonr 
conld never have ſtood together. 

[ was affraid leaſt this Diverſity of Countenance 
from the ſame Perſon, might prove Injurious, either 
to the Cauſe, or to the Witneſs, if I ſhould let it go 
off Thus without ſomething of an Explanatory Animad- 
verſion upon It : Wherefore I communicated the Mat- 


ter to Mr. Radcliffe Himſelf, who told me that he would 
ſud- 
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Tuadenly give me a Plain Account of the Whole Afﬀair ; 
and I received from him in his own Jand-Writirrg the 


Declaratory Enformation here following upon "Thar 
Subject. 


The Enfornation 0 of Joſeph Radclifie ef ihe Pi 
riſh of St. Martins in the — Orlman, ta- 
ken upon Oath, Jan. 10. 1687 


H 4T when he was Examin®d by John Cowper, Co- 

roner of Middleſex, concerning SIC Edmundbu- 
ry Godfrey, on the 19th. day of October , 1678. He 
this Deponent did tell the [aid Coroner and þis Jur y All the 
Paſſages that he had obſervd in Sir Edmund Godfrey 0: 
the 11th. and 12th. Days of the ſame Month, which was as 
near as this Deponent can declare the very ſame. This 
Deponent did declare to Siv Roger L tltrange, when he 
was Examin'd by the ſaid Sir Roger concerning Sir E. 
B. Godfrey on the 1 1th. day of May, 1686, But Three or 
Four of the [aid Coroners [ury, aid often Thwart and In- 
terrupt this Deponent in his Enformation, and ſaid it was 
too Long, and they wonld not ſtay, or could not ſtay, while 
that Long Diſcourſe could be writ, and deſired the Coroner 
to Abbreviate the Diſcourſe, and take ſo much of it as 
he thought fit ; which he did do, in Manner and Form, as 
it 15 to be ſeen unaer This Deponents Hand. But this Enfor- 
mant remembreth withal, that at the ſame time, ſome of the 
Furors were Earneſt to have the Whole Evidence Taken ; 


but were Over-ruled by the Perſons aforeſaid. 


Now According to the way of Avbreviation in Thoſe 
Days, they took That, which was good tor Nothing, 
and threw out the Reſt. But to fay a Word now to 
the Reaſon of the Thing, as well as to the Evidence : 
A Man can very . hardly Imagin, how Mr. Radcliffe 
AJ ſhould 
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ſnould give them the Hiſtory of the Accounts, without 
the Connexion of Sir Edmund”s Calling for "This, and 
for That ; and his Diſtracted Manner of Skipping 
from One Thing to Another : So that All the Extrava- 
gXuce vere Omitted upon Choice. Now if it be rcaſo- 
nadle to bzlieve, that Mr. Radcliffe told the Coroner the 
Circumitances that Paſs'd at That Meeting, it 1s 
nardly Credible, that he ſhould conclude Sir Edmund”s 
Joleatant Cven Armour ; from a Behaviour that car- 
ry'd along with it ſo many Proofs of the Contrary: So 
that the Qualification might be Poſlibly the Clarks Com- 
ment upon Mr. Radchffe's Text. But there are Two 
Queitions here that will Naturally Occur. Firſff, Was 
that Nr, Radchijfe's Evidence, or Not? 21y. Was it 
True, or Net T7#e, that he was upon That Friday, ſo 
Fafte, and ſo We!!! diſpos*d? As to the Former, Mr. 
Radc!,j. 1s too much a Man of Senſe, to Deſcribe a 
Perſon in the very Paroxiſme of a Sickty Freak, and 
at the ſame Time to give Thoſe 7 ranſports the Chara- 
tter of a Picaſant Even Temper, And now for. the 
Other Point of Whether 7Trxe or Falſe, His Diſtemper 
was ſo evidcat,, and well kaown, that his Behaviour on 
That Friday was become Town-Talk,: He put One Whole 
Family to their Wits End almoſt, at the Sight of him. 
T hat very Friday at Neon, Mrs. Pirtby, Dlefs'd her ſelf, at 
the very Walk,, Action, and Looks of the Man that Af- 
ternoon 1m Drary-Lane, when ſhe knew not who he was, 
He was going, from thence to a Feſtry in Sr. Martins, 
and call'd at Mr. Br-adburies, whoſe Evidence we ſhall 
here hind Exactly to agree with Mr. R:4clije*s, In 2 
Confirmation of his very Great Trezvlc and Diſcontent 
that iay. 


- Mid d. 
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_o 


Henry Eradbury 
of the Pariſh of $:. Martins m the 
Fields, taker upon Oath, January 10. 
1687. 


& 


Miad. C The Enformation of 
{l. 
Weſt. 


CT upon Friday (the Day before Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey was firſt miſſing from his Houſe) about, 
or near Flve of the Clock 1 the Afternoon, the ſaid Sir 


Edmund came to the Houſe of this Enformant, and ſaid,he 


was going to the Veſtry, and that he would jake up certain 
Accounts Relating to this Enformant, telliag him, that after 
the Veſtry ſhould be over, he would 89 to Coilonel Wel- 
dens, aud ſend for this Enformant, to ſce that ſome Order 
might be taken about it. 

He came through the Houſe to this Enformant in a vcr 
Unuſual Manner ; And this Enformant  obſerv'd ſuch 
Signs of Trouble, and Diſcontent in him, that it made 
this Enformant at that preſent very much wonder what ſhould 
be the meaning, of it. 

And faith, That the ſaid Sir Edmund went his way ( as 

this Enformant. believes) to the Veſtry ; and about an hour 
after, one came to this Enformant, telling him, that the [aid 
Sir Edmund and Mr. Radclific deſired to ſee him at Collo- 
nel Weldens, whether this Enformant went, and there 
found Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, Mr. Radcliite, ad Mr. 
Hemes ; and then the ſaid Sir Edmund and Mr. Radclitte 
ſet all the Accounts right before ſpoken of. 
The Enformant was there ( as he believeth) an Hour 
or two 1n the Company, and remembercth very well that ne 
appeared to this Enformant in very Great Diſorder ſtil, 
and rather werſ: then at the Houſe of this Enformant ; the 
ſaid Sir Edmund deſiring Mr. Radchfie, por his going 4- 
way, to Help him on with his Coat. 
Jurat* die & Anno Su- 


Heary Bradbury. 
pradicto coram me. 


R. L*Eſtrange. 
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And ther, there was Mr. Wheeler, Captain Bridal (as 
will be fecn 1n his Enformation ) Mr. Herringman, 
and others, at a Yeſtry in St. Martins, where Sir. Ed- 
mud behav'd himſelf at ſach a Rate, that every Bo- 
dies Eye was upon him: And It was 1n every Bodies 
Mouth after the Adjournment, What ſhould Sir Ed- 
munabury Godfrey All. : 

/alter Byidal, Eſq; Depoſeth, That upon the Fri- 
day, next before the Saturday, when Sir F. Godfrey 
was ſaid to £9 1aſt from his Houſe , This Enformant was 
preſent at a Veſtry, then beld in St. Martins Parith (being 
a Member thereof ;) And that the ſaid Sir Edmund (be- 
ing likewiſe a Member thereof ) came in, and fat down; and 
rd 'y to bis uſual Praftice, ſaid Little; Or Nothing, 
This Enformant obſerving at the ſame Time ſomething 

Gyallly im his Conntenance, and Wonder'd what might 
% the Matter. 

Ard that pon the Veſtry breaking up, This Enformant 
with ſeveral Others of the Veſtry withdrew to a Tavern, 
the jaid Sir Edmund being gone off another Way ; And 
heing together at the ſaid Tavern, the Company fell into 
Diſcourſe about him, and wondred at his Ghaſltly 
Looks. 
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From thence (according to Mr. Racliffes Enformati- 
07 ) he went toTork Beildings : And it 1s not likely that he 
ſhonJd leap all of a ſadden out of ſo Diſmal a Melan- 
choly, as 1s Prov'd upon him,into that Pleaſant Humour, 
as it ſtands before the Coroner. Nay, and he goes 
Home after this too, and burns as many Papers at Hap- 
haz2.ard, as his Ser yant Pamphlins Apron would hold : 
But they kept Aloof ſtill from the Argument of his 
Atclancholy;, And what ever Evidence ſtruck in upon 
That Topique, was ſure to be Cramp'd and Baffiea. 

Thers 
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There remains yet the Evidence of Mrs. Mary G1b- 
bon, which in Truth does not ſtand ſo properly upon 
the File of the Exformations taken before the Coroner, 
though it comes to me for one of That Number. 
There's Vo Date to't, nor any thing to diſtinguiſh it 
from thoſe that were {worn before the Taqueſt : But I 
find that 1t was Taken upon Sunday, Offober 20. 1678. 


After the Fury had Deliver'd up their Yeraj. It would 


have cone well however, if. it might have paſs'd for 
one of the Enformations that came in Due Seaſon ; be- 
cauſe 1t look'd I!]-Favouredly to take in John-a-Nokes, 
and John-a-Styles, and I kyow not whom, to I know not 
what, and leave a Family fo well known for Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfreys Intimate Friends ;, and in particular 
to leave lo Material a Witneſs as this ſame Mrs. Gibbons 
wholly Unzexamin'd. But I ſhall find a Place for 
Thi Witneſs among thoſe that were l-ft Unſummon'®d ; 
and, in Probability, could have ſaid more to the 
Purpoſe then All the Reſt. 

We have had Ill Luck hitherto with theſe Enforma- 
tions; for they run all the ſame way ; All Szppreſſions 
and AMfunderſtandings are 1till .in Favour of the ſame 
fide ;, But 1t 18 One Thing not to Emprove the Means of 
finding a Truth; and Another Thing to Srifle, or to 
Oppoſe Thoſe Means. As for Inſtance now in the 
Next Chapter. 
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CHAP. XIX. 


{he Opening of the Body had certainly Diſcover'd 
the Cauſe of Sir F. B. G's Death : And it was 
Adwvisd and Propounded by DoFors, Friends, 
and Surgeons, but Rejedted. 


£ jþ HE Alyance that was by this time Contracted 
betwixt the Pretezded Burther, and the Preter- 
ded Plot, had made the Creait of the Story ſo Sacred, 
that there was No Touching of the One, withont giv» 
ing a Box oth” Ear to the Other ;, and conſequently, 
no Longer any Way, or Hope left, of Arriving at the 
Truth, but by breaking in upon Principalities and Pow- 
ers. Under the Awe of This Influence it was, that 
Ewvidences were Shorten'd, or Stretch*d,” or Smother*d, or 
-Bafficd, in favour of the Impoſture ; and 1Vo Relief in 
the Caſe, but that of a- Dutch Appeal, from mine Hof 
In the /zn, to Mijn Heer vpon the Bench, where he 
does Himfelf Right, in the Quality, of both a Fuage 
and a Party, in the ſame Perſon. There will be the leſs 
Need of Amplifying in this Place upon Particalar Inſt an- 
ces of Perſons, Prattices, and Methods, in Regard that 
{ have alrcady ſpent one Whole Chapter at Large up- 
on This Subject, Part. I. Cap. 10. But there was one 
Paſlage upon T his Occaiton, that muſt not be either 
Omitted, or Forgotten. þ 

There was one General Rule to Walk by, which- 
was to make every Man a Papiſt, that Croſs?d the Deſigns 
0: the Thea? Prevailing Fattion ; and after the Faſtning 
of ] bat B-ad upon him, it was but theLip-Labour of Kiſ- 
{ing 4 Bock, to Swear nm into a Traytor ;, tor they Ma- 
29d their Treaſons, as Dyers do their Colours ; that 
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firſt lay on one, to make the Strff take 1? other. This was 
the Snare that was ſet for Mr. Richard W heeler, a Man 
of Senſe, Credit, and Eſtate ; but he was too Nimble 
for ?em, and ſo they ſnapt Short. The Relation of it 
will be beſt in his own Words. 


Richard Wheeler Depoſeth, T "IM on Friday Morn- 
ing (October 18.) the Day after Sir Edmund's Body 
was found ; Mr. Cowper, having been (as this Enformant 
heard) to ſec the Body, came into the Exchange, and told 
how S$ir Edmund was Wheedled out, and Murther®d 37 
ſuch a Place : For that ' Mr, Collins the Brewer had met 
him 1m Marybone-Fields : Fereupon, this Fnformant 
Declaring what Cowper had ſaid and What He Himſelf 
bad Obſerw'd, 

That upon the Monday Morning, this Enformart going 
' to his Shop, one Mr. Templer ſaid to this Ex 1f 0717 cant, 
There are Rods in Piſs for you. To which this Enformant 
replyed, For what ? Saying he had done no Man any 
Wrong : The ſaid Mr. Templer replying, Sir Edmunds 
Brothers have been here, to enquire what Religion you are 
of. Upon which this Enformant came into the Exchange, 
and met Mr. Cowper, telling him what Mr. Templer had 
ſaid; and ſaying that he the ſaid Cowper muſt Clear him- 
ſelf : For he this Enformant had Witneſſes enough to prove 
what he had ſaid. Whercupon Cowper asked this Enfor- 
formant what he ſhould do ? To which this Enformant aiked 
him, Do you know who told you ſo ? Cowper /a1d, 
'Yes, Ido, Whythen, ſaid this Enformait, 1 M 20 along 
with you to him, being told it was an Ale-honſe- keeper 112 
So-ho : So this Enformant and Mr. Cowper wert to the 
ſaid Ale-houſe-Keeper, where this Enformant took, Occaſion 
to ſay, that they were going to ſee the Place where Sir Ed- 
mund's Body Lay, to which, the Ale-houſe-keeper /aid, 
That Sir Edmund was wheedled out, and Murther'd ; 


for Ar, Collins S ſaid, That he met [Ea Edmund tha f- S+ 
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turday 12 Mary-bone Fields. Whereupon, This Enformant, 
Mr. Cowper,ard the Ale-houſe keeper, went All Three to 
Mr. Collins, and found him at Home ;, who told them, that 
he did meet with him, as aforcſaid, Talking with a Milk- 
woman, Ard that be ſaid, Good Morrow Sir Edmund, 
who reply'd, Good Morrow Mr. Collins. This Enformant 
then asked Nr. Collins, (being One of the Coroner's In- 
queſt) how he came to Find him Murther'd ; To which 
He reply'd, that Mr.Radclitte and his Servant,and his next 
Neighbour's Servant, ſwore him to be at Radcliff *s Door, 
at One of the Clock «por the Saturday. This Enformant 
aid then ak the ſaid Collins, Whether or Ivo he Summon*d 
the Milk-woman ! who told him No. How ſhould they 
find her? This Enformant Ovjecting it to him , that for 
a Crown,or ſuch a Matter, he might have found her out. 


This was according, to the Scheme of the Politiques of 
That Seafon. Will Wheeler be medling with Our Prim- 
roſe-bill Matters ? What Religion 18 he of ? This 1s only 
Demurring to My Clyents Beard (as a Lawyer of Famous 
Memory has 1t ) and mot one Hazr to the Matter in 
Queſtion, Had they been but Half as Inquiſitive after 
Collins's Milkwoman, as they were about Mr. Wheeler*s 
Religion, 1t would have been much more to Common 
Satisfaclion:But every thing was Diſtorted and Emprov'd 
(if 1t may be ſaid ſo) the Wrong Way. The Advice of 
Surgeons was not only Reaſonable, but Neceſſary, in a 
Matter where there fell ſo many Important Circum- 
ſtances under their Peculiar Cognizance : But the Re- 
-oval of the Body, and the Drawing the Sword out ; 
had ſo Confounded the Signs and Accidents they were 
to have form'd a Judgment upon, that there was ſcarce 
Room for any more then the Bare Conjetrral Suſpicion 
ot 2 Poſſible Strangulation : Put now as the Surgeons 
0:19799 was taken upon the Main, as to the Probabie 
C1fe of his Death, it would have been Well, if TR 

That 
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that had the Care and Power of the Body, after the 
Verdi, had found it as reaſonable to Comply with the 
Council, and Importimity of Friends, as well as of Men 
of Art, toward as Certain a Diſcovery of the Truth of 
the Matter, as if they had been Eye-Wirneſſes of the 
Execution. The Openiag of the Body 1s the Expedient 
that I ſpeak of ; which, as I am Credibly Enforn'd, 
was 0vd and Infiſted upon by ſome of the Inqueſt 
upon the Debate, however it come to be Carry'd in 


the Negative, 


There was the King's Life, the Peace of his Domini- 
ons, An Imperial Monarchy; 1 he Prerogative of the 
Royal Family ; Religion, Liberty and Property all (in a 
Great Meaſure ) at ſtake upon the ſue of This Que- 


ſft1oa, Now 1t muſt be ſome Conſideration of Mighty 


Weight ſure ; ſome Greater Good on the Oze fide, then 
the Preſervation of All Theſe Sacred Intereſts was 
Worth: Or ſome Greater Evil, on the other, then the 
Embroyling, and Confounding of them All, that could 
with any Colour of Juſtice, or Reaſon, ſtand in Com- 


; petition with the Conſequences of Denying This Requeſt ; 


We ſaw how Near the Miſtake of This Matter came 
to the Deſtroying of Three Kingdoms - And All for 
want of Clearing This One Point. And now to Bal- 


| lance all Theſe Hazards, let but the World Produce 


One Colourable Pretence for the refuſal of it ; and I will 
Allow Bedloes, and Prances Depoſittons to be as Authen- 
tique as the Trueſt of Oracles, Where's the Diſhonour.the 
Taconuenience, the Trouble, the Vnlawfulneſs : Nay, or 
ſo much as the Leaſt Scruple either in Reputation, or in 
Conſcience, in Conſenting to the Opening of a Dead Bo- 
dy? *Tis done in ſome Caſes, upon the Account of De- 
cency and reſpect; in Others, out of Curiofity, and Evpe-- 
riment; In ſome again, to find out what Dyſeaſe the 
Nan Dy'd of; and the BuSneſs was Here, to have Ga- 
ther*d from it by what Sort of Yjolexce he came to his 

| Deatti-. 
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216. The Myſtery of the Death 


Death. I have Beat my Head upon't, and when People 
will be running, me down, that the Only reaſon for Re- 
fuſmag the Only Means of knowing Certainly how Sir 
Edmiuizd came by his Death ;, could be No other then 
becauſe they would not have it known ;, If I were to Dye, 
{ cannot find fo much as one Colour of an Anſwer tot. 
But I am now Coming to ſhew, that the Thing was 
Propos”d, and Rejetted. 

The Opening of the Body was Delir'd by Dr. Lloyd, 
(the Preſent Biſhop of St. Aſaph) and by Dr. Geodall ; 
and his Lordſhip gives This Account of it, that [ The 
Brothers or One of them would not Hearken to This Propo- 
fal;, He ſaid that None had ever Tet been Opend of their 
Family, and that it was not Neceſſary for the Keeping of 
the Body, for ſo ſhort a Time as they intended to Keep it. 
This Account bears Date, April 16. 1686. 

| ſnall Second the Enformation Above, with ſome 
other Teltimonies of Undoubted Truth, and Weight 
in further Proof of the ſame Matter. 


The Enformation of Dr. Charles Goodall of Sf. 
Martins in the Fields, Taken upon Oath, 
April 9.. 1686. 


RK TH, That at the Time when the Dead Body of Six 
_JY Edmundbury Godfrey lay Expos'd at his Houſe in 
Harts-horn Lane, This Enformant having ſeen the ſaid 


 Boay, had ſome Diſcourſe about 1t, to the Beſt of his Re- 


membraice,with Mr. Thomas Hobbs, who did both Agree 
:2 Opinion, that it would be a Great Satisfaction to the 
World to have the Body Open'd. 

And This Enformant did think_ it ſo Neceſſary to be 
avnc, that he Requeſted the Dean of Bangor to uſe his 
Iritereft with the Brothers, or One of them; to Conſent to 
go Opening of the Body ; that it might be I by 

Phy- 
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Phyſicians, and Surgeons; The ſaid Dean very much 


Approving of the Propoſal; Ard telling This Enformant 


afterward, that he had Earneſtly Preſs'd the Matter to 
One of the Brothers, if not Both, Who (as the Dean told 
This Enformant ) did not think, fit to have it done. This 
Enformant being Induc*d to a More then Ordinary Earn- 
eſtneſs of Deſire to have the Body open'd, upon This Confi- 
deration, that it was the Way to prevent Clamour, and to 
give ſore Reaſonable SatisfaCtion, whether he Dy'd of 


the Wound or of Suffocation, 


The Enformation of Mr. Thomas Hobbs of the 
Pariſh of St. Clements Danes, Srgeorn, T akere 
por Oath, April 8th. 1686. 


np I H, That This Enformant being Intcrrogated, Wre- 

ther or No, he knew of any Propoſal made for the 
Opening of the Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, 
While the ſaid Body lay at the Houſe of the Late Sir Ed- 
mund ? He This Enformant maketh Anſwer, That to the 
Beſt of This Enformants Memory, He Himſelf upon D:ſ- 
courſe with Dr. Goodall about the Death of the [uid Sir 
Edmund ; This Enformant fbake to Dr. Goodall ( 7e 
This Enformant having newly ſeen the Body) to This Ef- 
fett: This BuS'neſs of Sir Edmimabury Godfrey makes a 
Great deal of Noiſe; And I think it would do well tor 
General ſatisfaction, if a Phyſician and Surgeon from 
the Court, and ſome Eminent Phyſician and Surgeon 
from the City, ſhould Foyn in the Opening, and Inipett- 
ing the Body. By which means they miglit have known 
how he came by his Death. To which Dr. Goodall 
agreed, as a very Reaſonable Thing, and ſaid he would 
propound it : And the ſaid Doftor told This Enformn! 
afterward, that he had Propounded it (as This Enform.nt 
remembers) to Dr, Lloyd ; Dr. Goodall tellin 1h1s E- 
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318 The Myſtery of the Death 

formant alſo, that the ſaid Dr. Lloyd had Propounded it 
to the Brothers, whoſe Anſwer was to This Purpoſe, That 
the Coroners Inqueſt had found it Murther, and they 
would not Trouble Themſelves any further : All which 
This Enformant Delivers to the Beſt of his Knowledge and 


Memory. 


There was a Time, when the ffabbing Queſtion was, 
[ Ay,but who Iurther*d Sir Edmundbury Godfrey! ] Now 
Whar if a Man ſhould Anſwer it with a Azother Que- 
ftion ! Ay, but who were They that might have known and 
Would not, how he came by his Deat5! ] Nay, the very 
Sword it ſelf would have told Tales, if the Queſtion 
had but been put to't; but I look upon That Omiſſion = 
as a Thing not Thovght of. I have Cauſed ſeveral 
Sword-Cutlers, and Men of Skill and Experience in 
their Busncſs, to be Conſulted about This Point ; and 
not with any Leading Queſtions Neither ; but Barely, 
and Simply, What Colour will the Warm Blond of a Man 
leave upon the Blade of a Sword, and how ſhall a Body kyow 
#7 from any Other ſort of Ruſt ? To which I have recei- 


ed This Accor, 


We the Subſcribers hereof, do Afirm, and Declare, and 
are ready to Atteſt upon Oath, that according to our Ob- 
ſervation, the Blade of a Sword that has been Thruſt into 
the Body of a Living Man, zs of a Different Colour from 
a Blade that js Canker'd with 71ſt , upon Water or any 
Ordinary Wetting of it; and that if the Sword be W1- 
ped, upon the Drawing, of it out of the Body, It will have 
a kjnd of a Dark Lead Colour; but Otherwiſe it will Look, 


ke a redder kind of Ruſt. 
John Hill. 


Joſeph Smith. 
Rich, Hayes. 


We'ls 
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We'le See now as Briefly as we can, how far the 
Obſervation of Several of the Jurors Themſelves agrees 
with This Judgment of the Sword-Cutlers, 


John Cowſey Depoſeth, That pon an Exact view 
of the Sword, This Enformant Obſerved That Part of the 
Blade, which was in the Body, to be Diſcolour”d, as if it 
bad been Staird with Bloud and Water, 


Thomas Woollams Depoſeth, That he took Particu- 
lar Notice of the Sword which was ſaid upon Oath to be 
1aken out of the Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, and 
that he Obſerved the Colour of That Part which had been 
in the Body to be Darker then the reſt. 


Simon Standeber Depoſeth , That he Obſerved the 
Colour -of the Sword as it lay before the Jury, and 
found that That Part of the Sword that was in the Body 
was quite of Another Colour then the reſt that was out of 
the Body. 


Thomas Maſon Depoſeth,, That he Obſerved the 
Sword, as it was ſhewed to the Jury, to be of a kind of 
Lead Colour, ſo far as it was in the Body, and Diſtin- 
guiſhable from the Other Parts of the Sword. 


John Hartwell Depoſeth , That he Obſerv*d the 
Sword tobe of a kind of a Blackiſh Blew, or Lead Co- 
ſour, /o far as it was ;n the Body, and of a Colour Diſtin- 
euiſhable from other Parts of the Sword. 


We have had Snch a Superabundance of more Preg- 
nant and Convincing Arguments and Evidences, that 
I ſhould not fo much as have Mention'd This Particu- 
liar, but that there's ſomewhat of Curioſity in 1t as 
well as of Uſe. 

we 
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We have now-paſs'd through the Several Points irt 
order, as they were laid down in the Courſe of our 
Diſtribution concerning the Sufficiency of the Proofs 
Producd ; The Siacerity of making the Bej# of them 
in Maiters whereof the Examiners had Certain Know- 
ledge ;, the Competency of the Witneſſes that were Sum- 
#70d, and the Beſt Emprovement alſo of what they 
Did fay, 214 ot what in Likelyhood, and Reaſon 
they might bz able to fay More. I ſhall paſs now to 
a Conlideration of fome Witneſles that were not 
Sunny? d, and might have b2zen more Serviceable, in 
Common Projability, to the Satisfaction of the Fury, 
upon the Enquiry they had Then before them , then 
any of the reſt. | 


En — 


CAR. AX 


Ars. Gibbon's Enformation Compared with the 
Coroners Report, and the Matter ſubmitted ts 
All Indifferent Men, whether the Deſign through- 
out was to Diſcover the Truth, oy to Stifle it. 


With an Appendix for a Concluſion... 


U_ 


HE: a Subject, a Magiſtrate, a Maſter, a Friend, 
a Relation, and an Acquaintance, Loft in the Per- 
fon of Sir Edmundpury Godfrey; and All theſe Circum- 
Itances are to be Conſulted toward the finding out what 
is become of him : Now in Order to ſuch a Di/- 
covery, a Man Naturally Bethinks himſelf ſomewhat to 
This Purpoſe; What Confidences had he ? What 
Haunts? What Perſons were Moſt Privy to his Affairs, 
nis Ways, and Humors? What Servants? Who ſaw 
tm when he went away from his Houſe ? Who ſaw 
hini_Afternard? In whoſe Company was he Laft ? &c. 

| "F here's 


hy V - * 
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There's Nothing more Familiar, or Reaſonable, ther. 
ſuch Enquiries as 'Thele, provided they be made in 
the Proper Place, and Apply'd to the Right Perfoas : 
So that the Brothers were well advis 'd, upon the Fir {t 
Miſſing of him, to go to Coll. Weldens : : ( his Common 
Baiting-Place ) to hear] en after him. His Seryant 
Pamphlin goes the Next day to 47s. Gibbons, upon 
the ſame Errand; and 1o did the Brothers on the 1Miu:- 
day, as one of Gir Edmunds Ancient, and Particula; 
Friends. It 1s to be taken for Granted, that they did 
not Forget to Examine Sir Edmunds Domeſtiques, What 
They Knew ; What they Thought, What they Ob- 
ſerv 'd;, and1 it is as Little to be Doubt cd, that the Ser= 
vants gave them All the L:zhts they could, tpon ſuch 
Queſtions. The reaſon of the Thing Carry'd them 
ſtill forward upon the ſame Train of 'Li ihely *y 08) ,. to 
Enquire of Parſons, 2Aaſon, Collins, and = Milb-wo- 
man, to Learn what he ſaid, What he Did, How he 
Looked, Which way he Wert, &c, and who knows but 
Such a Trayle might have brought them to the Ditch 
where he was found ? But, to the Admiration of All 
People, we do not find that any Oze of All Theſe 
Perſons ( Harry Moor only Excepted, with = Lad 
Band ) was Formally, and Publickl Examind 2bout 
This Matter ; Nor ſo mnch as oze Dreſtion put, with 
any ſort of Tendency, or the Leaſt Appearance of 
Good-will, toward an Efe&nal Diſcovery, as we have 
already Set forth, in an Orderly Series of Obſervations 
upon This Topique And there Needs No Better Proof 
of This Aſertion, then the Teſtimony of the Enformati- 
ons Themſelves. 

I find ; tls true ) all Enformaiion of Ms. Gibuons 
among the Coroners Papers ; bur the Verdict was over 
before it was Taken, It vias by Command, not by 
Choice ; and how it was Aanag'd, will 2ppear upor: 
a Collation of other Circumſtances with the Enfor- 
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It was, it ſeems, by the Special Order of my Lord 
Chancecllur Nottingham, that Mr. Cowper the Coroner 
took This Enformation of 14s. G1bbon ;, and his Di- 
ri(ti99 ( as he told her) was to Examine her upon 
Oath, what Sir E dmundbury Goafrey Salid to her, about 
a Fortnight before bus Death. ( As we ſhall ſee by and 
by. ) * This gives to Underſtand that the Matter 
in Queſtion was a Tiung ef very great Importance , 
for his Lordſhip would never have thought the Cauſe 
worth a Review, if he had not been told ſomething 
very Extraordinas 'y concerning That Encounter. Now 
to Expound the Story, there was a very remarkable 
Paſſage, upon a Viſit that Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 
made to Ars. Gibbons on Tueſday, the Firſt of Os. 
ber 1678, And 1 hats the Euſneſs the Coroner was now 
to take an Account of. But This Enformation has had 
the Fortune, I percetve, of the reſt of it's Fellows , 


to come into the World Lame, and Imperfect; to the 


Degree of Defeating the very Intent of the Examinati- 
02. But brie!ly, Whatever it was, the Coroner Un- 
doubtedly Attended my Lord Chancellor with a Co- 
py of the Ego m0, and an Anſwerable Report upon 
the Whole FTattcr, as here under-follows. 


Madd. //. The Enfor ation of Mary |ife of Tho- 
mas Gibbon Elqz taken upon Oath be- 


fore me. 


Qt {-atb, That about a fortnight laſt paſt, in an Af- 
KI ternoon, Sir Edmundbury Godfrey y came to her Houſe 
24 Old Southampton Puildings, and upon Diſcorrſe with 
ber, Ad her if ſhe did not hear that he was to be 
Hang'd, for not diſcovering the Plot againſt his Ma- 
jeſty, for tat He the ſaid Sir Edmundbury Godfrey 
had taken the Examination of oze Otes and one Tong, 

toachins 


of Sir FE. B.Godtrey Unfolded. ;ÞÞ. 
#03 COIRT the ſame, the 6th day of September , av 1 had 


rot Diſcover'd it to any Perſon living ;, whererpoa tits E- 
formant asked the ſaid Sir Edmundbury Godttey why he 
bad not acquainted the Duke of York, or the Lord Chan- 
cellor, cr the Lord Treaſurer with the fame; ara 'Th e 
This Enformant told the ſaid Sir Edmundbury Godirey, 
that ſhe Suppos'd that what he then ſaid was but in jelt, 
rouching his being Hang'd ; Wherenpoa be reply'd, t but 
be bad not rold Sir William Jones thereof, although he had 
been at the ſaid Sir William Jones his Horſe Several 
times ſince; and then told this Enformant, th: , tre King 
and Counc*! knew of the Plot, before his Aajcſty moat 
to Windſor, wich was kbout Month before le t99% 


YR 


the ſaid Examination. Wherenupon this Enf irinant a:k'd 
tim if he thought there was Real! any Plot: i:2:cuded 
*zgainſt bis Majeſty ? To which he repl;” 1, that furoly ine 
Was, but 7 Otes had Sworn Soincwh af MOre 7 
tas Tr ue, and therefore the Papiits would fivd fo mucit 


favour as to have All things that Ore: had Sworn,to be . 


thought: Lyes, and They This Deponents Brother, Coll. 
Rooke, came into the Room, and then the ſaid Sir Ed- 
mundbury Godfrey 09%, his Leave of This Enformant., 
ſaying, that he was to Go to the Lord Chief Juſtice about 
Bus neſs, and ſaid that he would Calloa This Enformant 
ſome other Time, and Tell her More : and Since That 


Time ſve hath not ſeen Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ; and 
farther ſaith ot 


jo. Cowper 
Coroner: 


Mary Gibbon: 


There will be no great need of a Key to uncypher 


This Myſtery , if the Reader ſhall but duly Coniider 
the Matter before him, upon Comparing other Enfor- © 


mations Of Mrs. Gibbons, with This before the Coroner. 
There? S One that SNCAKS., Almolt Pec? ular 4Þ oy Tims 
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324 The Mjſtery of tke Death 

Subjc&t ; and Azrother, that's more General, and at Large; 
"cy | hall take ſo much of *em as is for the Preſent 
purpoſe, and Begin with the Former. 


Mary Cibbon Senior Depoſcth, That ſhe thus Enformant 
being Taterrogated abort the Occaſion, the Time, and the 
Subject Mater of the Enformation ſe Deliver*d to Mr. 
Cowper, oc of the Middleſex Coroners , concerning 
Sir FE dmundbury Godfrey, Anſwercth as bereafecr Fol- 
lows, to the Pejt of her Knowledae and Memory. 

That upon the next Sunday after the finding of the 
Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, - the Coroners In- 
- 54670 havins Already Deliver'd up "their Verdict ; the 
ſ- id Mr. Co wper cane to Tis Enferm at at her Houſe 

: Old Southampton Buildings i te Afternoon, and 
holke to trzs Euformant to this '# ice. Mrs. Gibbon, F 
come from My Lord Chancellor !0 take Your Examina- 
gs ard you arc 10 tell ame upou Oath when you ſaw 

- Edmundyvury Godirey Lalit, ard what he Said ro 
Shs 

Tis Enfourmant told him, that the ſaid Sir Edmund 
eame to her Ho: fe 12 a very Itira inge Manner, pon Tueſ- 
day lait was Senicll in 4 Dilcontented, Melancno- 
live Humor 35 ever this Enformant Obſerv'd in Any 
Pody 3 - tO Ty 25 "inde 1rit0 4 Chambe - 4 Alone, 
Fo! red the Door 3 ASked T 15 Ent 0TH1077T if ihe heard 
the News, for it was All over the Town that hewas 
to be Hang 'd, 7is Emfyrmaua bein? MU z Great Trou- 
LC on AIGA/CCNE it This Languaze, ava Penaviour, 
[a1 Comet? 719 FO im to This Fijeew, Th 'C LOT d Bleſs 31 
1k Wis It 4 wh NMCAn ? For \What ? a Per Cuporr, the (ai, 
ir Evimund [1097 [os Enformant , 1 24t he had T aks 
(tes and [yodg s Enformations, 4rd kertfem a Montn 
oy im without Dilcguory, but that Otes nad Forlworn 
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Thu Enformant Saith 1n ſhort, that ſhe told the ſaid 
Coroner the Story of Sir Edmunds Dittratted Manner 
of Behaviour, all the Conliderable Patiages, as fhe 
bad formerly Deliver'd them to Sir L.colinc Jenkins: 

And This Enformant being further Iaterrogated, ihe- 
ther ſhe thought the ſeid Sir Edmund was 77 Teit 07 It? 

; Earneſt ? Or if there was any thing fcidef the Papiſts 
being in favour ; And what Queſtions the Coroner AS2d 
her concerning Sir Edmunds Melancholy. 

She this Enformant maketh Anfr wer, That ſhe was ſo far 
from thinking he Jeſted, that his li'ay of Behaviour 
Frighted her, as the very Relatic on of it Frighted the Bro- 
thers but the Munday before : Whereof T bis Enſorman! 
gave a Particular Account to the [aid Coroner. Ai: 1 


that This Enformant remembret) No Diſcourie at All of 


the Papiſts being in favour; and Aorcover , that the 

ſaid Coroner put No further Queſtions to This Eufor- 

. maiit, avout Sir Edmunds Melancholy, then 4 Gene-al 

| Queltion, In what Hnmour he war, without ſhewirr Airy 
Particular Delire to be Enform'd That Vi/ay ; but Kepea- 
ting to This Enformant, that His Order was t0 F.x4aniar 


ber concerning what Sir Edmundbury Godfrey aig 9 
ber : the ſaid Coroner Writing all the While that This E::- 
 formant was Under Examination. 

» This Enformant veing likewiſe Asked Whether or No (1c 
Sien'd the ſaid Enformation taken by N'r, Cowper ! Se 
5 maketh Anſwer , that ſhe remembreth that ſhe was 2090 
p :n the Parlour with Mr. Cowper, and that jhe 24 701 
3 ber Spectales Pelow ; her Mother bciag Jult a Gying 7 


the ſame Houſe ; and ſhe her ſelf in Great Diftratiion 
To the Beſs of ber Memory, ſhe This Enformant, bein? 14 


C Confuſion , did not Read zr, bit ron the Coroers 

| 

1 Reading of it that ſhe Set her Hand tor. 

7 This Enformant being alſo Aked if any Qirſt ions 
were put to her about the Manner of »is Death, ſhe 1 his 

| Enformant doth not remember w7 a that Pointed 
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That Way. But ſaith, That fince the Heat, and the Talk 
of this Vufreſs was over, This Enformant went one Day 
w;t2 o7e Mrs. Crols, and the Widow of Mr. Green 
:/:4t Suffer d,, ro che White-houſe; This Enformants 

Hnsband beiz 'T alſo in the Company, to' ſee the Place 
mhere Sir Edmunds Body was found, and agreed before- 
hand to As the Woman of the Howe ſome Weſtions by 
the By to find what ſhe thought of the Matter. T hes 

Enformait ſaid, to the W oman of the Houſe, in Di/- 
courſe e, What Yon have had a Juſtice Murder'd here 
hard by, by the Papiſts. To which the ſaid Woman 
made Anſeer to This Effet, Do not you Deccive your 
Self: I believe he rather Murder'd Himſelf ; How 
ſhould the Bloud follow the Sword elſe, when it fell uP= 
on the Graſs ? And then when he was laid upon My 
Table, The Bloud ran down through the Floor upon ' 
the Bottles in the Cellar. 

This Enformeazt well remembreth, that on the Next 
IDay after the Body was brought bome, a Gentlewoman, 
that is a Tear Relation to. That Family, and Yet Living, 
calld upon This Enfor mant to 20 along with her, to ſee 
Pow SIT Edmund had been Murder'd by the Papiſts: And 

troy took, This Enformants Daughter Mary along with 
uu ; the ſaid Gentlewoman ſaying, You may ſee here 
by the Max that he was Murderd in a Houſe; 
WW. Dereipo! [iis Entormants Daughter; with her Thumb, 
Filllipt-It-oft, and ſhew?d her that it was only Dirt. 


Upon Comparing Theſe Two Enformations, The 
Coroners will be found to be only the Shel! of the other: 
That is to fay, a Body may ſee the ſame Lines and 
Traccs int, but it Carries Quite Another Corntenance, 
Upon Diſcourſe with her, ( ſays 24. Cowper ) he 
&k'd, &C. asS1f 1t had been a Omneltion that tell in by 
tne By, as who ſhould = [_ Now I think, on ", or ſo } 


Whercas 14s, G1bvon tells us of his taking ber Alone, 
Y Bolting 
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Bolting the Door ;, His being in much Trouble and D;/- 
order ;, and then Asking-her the Queſtion, and telling 
her what an Uproar the Whole Town was in about it : 
which Firſt makes 1t more then a Jeſting Matter, ( as 
the Coroner Seems to take 1t ) and Then ſhews thar 
the venting of his 14d was the Chief Busneſs of 
the Yifirt, But can Any Man Imagine that Ars. G- 
bon ſhould take the Paſſion it Self from the Life, to 
be but in zeſt, when the Bare Story of it ſcar'd the Two 
Brothers well Nigh out of their Wits * Why, 24rs. Gibboi 
muſt have been the Madder of the Two, to tell the 
Coroner how much ſhe was Amaz'd at the Extrava- 
gance, and how the Brothers were Transþorted almolt 
out of Themſelves upon the Hearing of it, and yet at 
the ſame Time, that ſhe took all but for Fooline : 
But the Coroners Enformation Takes a Singular Care 
all this while, either to Afnce, or to Srppreſs what- 
Ever comes in his Way, that is not for his Prrpoſe. 
Otes, he ſays, had Sworn ſomewhat ore then was True ; 
And that therefore the Papi/ts would find fo much fa- 
wvour as to have All hjs Stories taken for Lyes. Now 
This 1s a Paſſage that Skews toward the Colouring of 
the Pretended Plot, whereas the Other makes No Eones 
of Saying that Ores For/wore Himſelf,and Utterly Denies 
any Such Mention of the Papiſts. And the Plot would 
come to Nothing. In the Coroners Enformation, Sir God- 
frey goes his Way, Promiſes to come apain, and tell 
her more, but that ſhe never Saw him afterward. Now 
the other, as 1t refers to Another Enformation deliver'd 
to Mr. Secretary Tenkins,gives to Underſtand that he Did 
come again, and went away in a Freak: So that in fine, 
the Coroners Enformation, as It 1s drawn, 1s only the Car- 
caſs of the Diſcourſe, without any Soul or Meaning. And 
there's Not One Word Neither, of the Actount Mrs.G1ib- 
bon gave of his very 1! Humour, and Diſorder. We ſhall 
26 forward now to her Depoſitzons before the Seci:rary, 

| YL 4 Mary 
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Mary the Wife of Captain Thomas Gibbon De- 
poleth, Trat there was a Long and Particular Intimacy 
and Friendſnip betwixt the Two Families of Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey and This Enformant; 4d that the ſaid 
Sir Edmund made ker frequent Vitits at her Houſe in 
Old Southampton Buildings; Acquainting her Many 
times with Things that Trouvied him; and for ſome time 
before his Death, be came to her, at leaſt, once a Week, 
and upon the Tueſday was Senight, before the Saturday 
when he went Laſt away from his Houſe, he came to This 
Enformants, and dcſircd to Speak with ber alone ; ſhe be- 
ng thu ia her Mothers Chamber with her Husband and 
ber Brother ( Coll. Willam Rook ) her Mother lying 
at That Time «pom her Death Bed, ſhe went with Sir Ed- 
mund to Another Chamber, when being Enter'd, the 
ſaid Sir Edmund Bolted the Door, and appearing to be . 
much "Troubled, ard out of Order : Ask?d her if ſhe 
bad wot heard that he was to be Hang'd, for ( [ays he ) 
All the Town is 1n an Uproar about me. Then ſhe Askd 
him jor what ? To which he replyed, That be having taken 
Otes's aud Tongs Examinations, a Month a-go, and 
tough he had been often at Dinner Since at y Lord 
Chancellors, and Sir William Jones's, Yet he never 
had Diſcover'd the Plot they had Sworn to; ſhe asR'd him, 
what Plot? And he ſaid, That Otes bad forfworn him- 
felf,, and it would come to Nothing. Tuſt upon This, Coll. 
Rook Call'd te Enformant away, and thereupon Sir Ed- 
mund wert his Way too; telling her at Parting , that he 
would come to her again the Next Day, and would tell 
her more. Sir Edmund came accordingly, when the En- 
formant being Barcheaded, told him ſhe would wait upon 
him Immediately, but before ſhe could put cn her Hood, 
ana come back, he was gone his way. He ſent to the En- 
formant 42 the Laſt Week when he went away, ( t9 
the Beft of her Memory,) to come to him; but ber _—_— 

eng 
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being Dying, ſhe could not Leave her : but the Enformant 
however order'd her Daughter to go to him Early upon Sa- 
tnrday Morning, and Invite him to Dinner : who 
brought word back that ſhe was there by Eight, but Pam- 
phlin told her he was gone out an hour before. | 


We are now got over the Queition of the Afeans, 
and the Witneſſes that the Coroner had before him ; the 
Competency of Thoſe Means, and how far they were 
Emprov'd toward the Clearing of the Truth. The 
Next and Laſt Point will be, to Enquire , Whether 
there were not as Good Witneiies left out, Or perhaps 
Better, and Adore Likely to Bolt ont the Truth, then any 
of Thoſe that were Taken in, ſaving Yarry Moo! only, 
who though Qualifi'd by his Station, and Employment, 
tor a Probability of knowing cre then Another Man 
was Yet ſo Crampt by Reſtraining his Evidence to the 
Nouſenſical Queſtion of his Maſjtcrs Lac'd Band, that 
he was as good as No Witncſs at All, 

There are Certain Main Points, that in a Courſe of 


Reaſon, and Method, are properly to be taken into 


Conlideration upon the Matter that we have now be- 
fore us. Firſt, What was the Queſtion ? Secondly , 
IWhat were the Pojts Neceſlary to be Kaowz, toward 
the reſolving of That Queition ? Thirdly, What Sort 
of Men were the Moſt Likely to give Light to a Re- 
ſelution upon it ? Fourtoly, Who were the Perſons that 
to the Certain Knowledge, or Reaſonable Preſumption of 
the Brothers, or of the Corozer, were able to Speak 
Effectually to This Mattcr ? And ſo by Degrees, were 
Thoſe People Summon'd to give Evidence ? Or 1t wot, Why 
was it Omitted ? | 

To the Firſt Point, Felo de ſe, or Not? was the 
QOueftion. Secondly, Was there Any Bloud tojlow'd 
the Sword? If fo, tis Conclnded that he Dy'd of 


the Wound :; And not of Suffecation. Was he in Any 
Dain- 
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ger; In any Fear, either of Others, or of Himſelf ? 
Had he any Quarrel, or any Deſperate Melancholy up- 
on him ? 1 hirdly, As I have faid Formerly, his Do- 
mejtiques, his Relarrons, tus Familiar Friends and Ac- 
guaintance, and other Chance-Witneſſes, that either out 
of Curioſity, or by Accident, came to the Knowleape, 
and Obſervation of any thing concerning him by the 
By. Theſe were the er, In General, that were pro- 
perly to be Examin'd. And then Fonrthly, in Parti- 
citlar, as to the Perſons, who but Mrs. Gibbons 1n the 
Firſt Place ? aPerſon to whom the whole Family ap- 
ply'd themſelves in Private for Enformation. The Per- 
ion that they deſir*d would Speak Sparingly, when ſhe 
cane to be Examin'd. ſThe Perſon that rold the Bro- 
ers ſuch a Story of hin, the Fourth Day before the 
Boay was found, as Manifeſtly gave them a Foreboding 
of what was become of him. The Brothers were at. - 
mer Viits End tor fear of his Deſperate Melancholy ; An 
Apprenenſson that was Nothing a-kin to the Dread of a 
FV wolence from any Other Hand. The Brothers knew 
well enough the Impreſſion that the Conceit of his Fa- 
thers Melancholy had upon him; and that Captain Gib- 
#2 and the Darghters of the Family, were Privy to 
Several Fits of his Diſtemper : And what Opinion, Col- 
tonel Welder, and his own Servants had, of his Deep, 
and Inconſolable Diſcontents. The Brothers had all a- 
long the Secret Hiſtory of Moor*s Dijcoveries, and Intel- 
tizences ; Contingent Evidiees, and Fnformations, over 
and above. There was not One, in fine, of Theſe Per- 
foas Summowd ; And I cannot find any One Reaſon in the 
World for the Omiſſion;, but what Iam very Vnwiling 
to Believe, That is to ſay, the Smothering of the Truth ; 

for the Managers, ] perceive, kave Tnduſtriouſly either 
Awvoigded, or Diſeniſed the Two Certain Ways of Deciding 
This Queſtion. Firſt, The Diſcovery of the Bloud, 
which is alr cady made Manifeſt as the Light. 21y. There 
has 


= 
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has not been ſo much as Oze Queſtion put about his e- 
lancholy, on the One Hand; Nor One Syllable of Enfor- 
mation concerning that Melancholy that has not been Di/- 
countenaneed; And (it not Puniſhed) at Leaſt, R1ai- 
cuPd, on the Oth:r. Now to Conclude, If Theſe 1wo 
Points, well-prov'd, would have brought it to a Clear 
Iſſue ;, 1t 1s, beyond all Cortroverſie, that the Bloud has 


been made out pait Contradittion already ;z and that what + 


"Theſe People could have faid, to the Evidencing of a 
deep, and a dangerous Difcontent, would have as Amply 
made out the Orher : '1 heſe Things they did Certainly 
KNOW, and Would not Kzow ; and This was the 
Blindaeſs, undoubtedly, of thoſe that Would ot ee. 


I have here Diſcharged my Conſcience, and my Du- 
ty, with a moſt Aﬀectionate, and Impartial Reſpett to 
Truth, and Fuſtice; And I have done ut according to 
the Beſt of my Skill, and Vnader{tanding ; without Gra- 
tifying any Paſſion, or Intereſt ; and without Leaning 
either to the Right Hand, or to the Left; as I ſhall 
Anſwer for*t at the Laſt Day. 


The Two Main Poirits in the Caſe of This Diſcourſe, 


are Theſe: Firſt, Was Sir E. B. Godfrey Murther'd at 
Somerſet-Howſe, according to the Evidence of Bedloe and 
Prance, or was he IVor ? Whoever ſays, or thinks he 
Was, muſt Remove Forty Contradictions and Impoſſibi- 
lities out of the way, before any 24 can pretend to 
Believe it. If he was Not, there's the Bloud of Three 
Innocent ifento Anſwer tor, that was Shed upon That 
Perjury, Now 1f he Wag again, There's the King, 
the Quecn Confort, that then was, and now Qucer 
 Dowaxer, the Lord Pellaſjis, &c. Theſe were All Ex- 
preſly in't ; but then by Complication, and Confederacy : 
Whoever was in the Plot, was more or Icfs a Friend 
to the HMurther ; And Bedloe Smears that Every confiat- 
rable Fapiſt in England was under an Oath of Secrecy to 
C 072 
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Conceal it. But once again now; If he was Not 
Aurther'd there,as they ſwore he Was ; What Repara- 
zion for the Honour of ſo many 1llſtrious Names as will 
be deliver'd over to A/ter- Ages in Depoſitions, Fournals, 
and other Records, under the.Blot of This Infamy ? 

To Obviate Theſe Iwo Queſtions, I have Divided This 
Tract into {wo Parts, In the Former, the Forgery is 
layd fo Oper, that I dare Defie the Hiſtory of the whole 
World, to produce Azy One Cauſe, where-ever a Falſe 
Oath Impos'd an Abuſe upon a Court of Juſtice, which 
was Aftcrward ſo Vnanſmwerably Diſprov?d, and by fo 
many ſeveral Ways. The Firſt Part, in ſhort, Diſ- 
charges Somerſet-Honſe of the Idurther. The Queſtion 
of the Second, 1s, Felo de fe, or Not ? And if Sir Wil- 
lam Jones's [|Circumltances] 42d [ Concurrent Te- 
timonies.] Greens Tryal, pag. 72. may but paſs for as 
Good Evidence on the Behalf of 7ruth, as for the 
Support of an Impoſture, the Felo de ſe is much clearer in 
This Caſe, then the Popiſh Murther was in the Other. 

| have not paſs'd over Any Thing hitherto, that I 
found worth a Notice ; but in regard that Men that 
have Leaſt to ſay, are apt to make the Moſt of a Lit- 
tle; and that there are yet remaining VUntoxch'd ſome 
Popular Stories, that have obtained among the Multi- 
trde : | hall Subjoyn an Appendix, upon Thoſe Points 
to what 1 have {aid Already, and ſo Conclude. 


| ——— 


ALPENDINX. 


R ANC E's Hiſtory of the Merry-meeting at the 
Queen's-Head at Bow, where was Lauſon, Vernatti, 
Girald, Dethick,, and Himſelf, is a Sham of the ſame 
Batch with the reſt of his Works; and the Perjury con- 
zels'd. Mr. Vernatti has Fairly and Legally Acquitted 


Hine 
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Himſelf; and Mr. Dethick, has been pleas'd to give the 
Following Account of That Days Meeting, Sign'd 
with his own Hand, about the 9th. Day of Novem- 
ber, 1678. Cc. 

There was a Great ialk in Thoſe Days too, about 
one Jennings, a Cow-keeper, that was Taken up, and 
Charg'd for Adviling Bromwel, Walters, and Rawſon, 
that firſt found the Body, to take no further Notice of it, 
bat rather let ſome body elſe find it out ; for nothing would 
come of it but Trouble. It appears upon the Depolitions 
of the Three Perſons avove Named, that Jennings did 
ſpeak VVords to that Effe&t ; and Fernings himſelf 
owns the ſpeaking of the VVords ; but Depoſeth with- 
al, as followeth. 


Edward Jennings Depoſeth, That he had never ſcer 
nor heard of that Body before they told him of it. And fairh, 
That in the Spring following he was committed t9 New Pri- 
ſon «por the Oath of his Wife, that he brorght home a Band, 
and ſaid it was a Band of Sir E. Godfrey. He continued 
a Pris'ner there, a Month, within Two Days, to the beſt 
of his Remembrance. And faith, That the Under-keep- 
er of the ſaid Priſon told him, that among other Perſons 
that came there to him, there was one of the Brothers 
. of the-ſaid Sir Edmund, Prance, ard Otes. 


There went a Hot Report of Cattle taken away 
from him, and that he got off no body knew how, and 
had his Cattle Reftor*d again, no body knew how. I 
have met with many ſober People that laid a great 
Streſs upon This Story ; bur, for my own Part, 1 
could never find any thing in't to build upon. 

' The Staffordſbire Letter of Intelligence about the Dearlt 
of Sir E. B. Godfrey, made a imighty Noiſe in the 
Tryal of the Jeſuits, and of my Lord Stafford : Inſo- 
much, that Challenges were made to all the Papiits. in 
England to wipe off that Evidence : and the —_— 
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cftectually, of the whole Cauſe was thrown upon that 
Hlue. Mr. Evers (as Dugdale Swears) received a Lets 
ter from London at Fox-hall upon Fondzey, Octvb. 1 4. 
1678. bearing Date, Saturday the 12th. with Thelſs 
Words in't, [This Ntght Sir E.B.G. is Diſpatchd.] 
Lord Staffords Tryal,fol. 22. And this Evidence was 
Back*d by ſeveral other Teltimonics, 134, 135, 136, 
& 137.0f the ſaid Tryal : And fo likewiſe in the 7ry- 
al of the Five Jeſuits, Now the Force of the Inference 
was Thi: The Body was not found till Thurſday the 17th. 
And how ſhould any 7Man that was not privy tothe Iurtier, 
give ſuch an Account of it up onSaturday the 1 2th?For they 
had the News of 1t in Staffordſhire upon the Monday. 1 
| ſhall only Reter the Reader to the Sixth Chapter of 
this Second Part, 199. for a Full, and Final Aaſwer, 
where he ſhall find a Report Raiſcd, and Induſtrioully 
ſpread on the very Saturday Sir Edmund went away pon ; 
that Sir Edmmabury Godfrey was Murthcr'd by the Pa- 
piſts; ſo that tbe Saturday Poſt might well carry the 
News into Stafforaſhire by Monday. There was Nota- 
ble Claſhing, I remember, about the Credit of the 
Staffordſhire Evidence, that,was given upon This Point : 
But if the Rumour was ſo Rife about the Town upon 
_ the Sarzrday, *tis All a Caſe to me, whether they had 
it in Staffordſhire, or Not ;, for if they had it Ir, they 
211gi1t have had it ; which 1s the ſame Thing as to the 
Reaſon of the Caſe, though not to the Truth of the Fatt, 
The Drops of Wax jupon the Cloaths,- and Stock” 
m#mgs, which Elizabeth Curtis (or Draper ) {wears to» 
are never the more Credible for her Tetimony ;, becauſe 
we have already prov*d her to be Fo-ſwora; both by. 
Tudith Pamphlin, and Avis Warrier, in the Bugneſs of 
Gr:en and Hill, cap. 15. And another Falfity out of 
her own Mouth, about Greens ſpeaking Firſ# French, 
and Afterwards E72!fh in the Conncil-Chamber-Depoſt= 
tzon; and Firff Englith, and Afterwards French, * 
ns 
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the Tryal. See the ſame Chapter, p. 152. And She's 
little better then For/worz again, in delivering her 
Evidence upon Oath, as the Servant of Sir Edmundbre- 
ry Godfrey ; which ſhe never was; and it was not fair 
to ſet her up for a Witneſs, in the Quality of Sir Ed- 
mund's Servant, by T hoſe that kao ſhe never was. Not 
bur thar there might be Drops of Wax too, but how 
they came There, will be the Queſtion; for when Mrs. 
Gibbon and her Daxghter, together with a Kin{womar 
of. Sir Edmunds, were to fee the Body in Hartſhorn- 
Lane, the Day after it was brought home, the Drops 
of Wax were Szggeſied, though upon the Filliping, 
they were found to be only Dirt , as 1s already 
ſet forth in this Chapter, And after this Diſap- 
pointment,if there had been any ſuck Drops,they would 
undoubtedly have been found out. But this Miſtake 
might put 1t in their Heads perhaps, to beſtow the 
Dropping of aWax-Candle here and there about him, as 
they ſaw convenient ; tor the Wax upon his Cloths (as 
Proofs went then-a-days) madea very Subſtantial Core 
roborating Argament of the Boay's being layd under 
the Altar. But Wax, or iVo Wax, comes all to a 
Point, 1f the main Cauſe be Detected for a Sham ; for 
the Somerſer-houſe-murtier, and the Somcrjet-houſe -wax 
are Filip'd off Both rogether ; and it was for th Taper; 
ſake undoubtedly, that this Sham was Contriv*d. I ſhall 
now take Notice of ſome? o: their Extraordinary Afi- 
davits, which, how Uxconcluding ſoever, paſs'd for 


S— 


Matters of Moment yet Vith the Common P cople. 


Nathaniel Thompſon , &c. were Try*d :t Guild- 
hall, o» Tueſday, June 24. 1682. upon an Fnforma- 
tron, for Writing, Printing, and Publiſhing Libe!:, by 
way of Letters, and otic; Frints, Reflecting unon the Juſtice 


of the Nation 1a the Proceedings againſt 112 Murtherers of 


Sir Edmundbury Godfrey z and they were found Guilty 
of the Enformation, Lipor 
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Upon the 34. of July, 1682. (according to the Zi. 
cens'd Tryal) Thompſon,&c. were brought up by Rule to 
the Bar of the Court of KXings-Bench, to receive their 
Fudgment ; upon wiich 34d. day of Fuly an Affidavit of 
Richard Spence was rcad, bearing Date the 10th. of the 
ſame July. (Whether this was the Priaters, or the Com- 
pilers Miſtake, it does not much matter.) But the thort 
of the Enformation is This. 


That Paſſing by the Water-gate of Somerſet-Houfe, 
Ottober 10. +678, about Seven at Night, there were Five 
or Six Men ſtanding together there, who laid hold of this 
Deponent as he was paſſing by them ;, and they taking hold of 
both this Deponents Arms, Dragg'd him down about a Yard 
within the Water-gate of Somerſet-Houlſe, it being dark; 
bit 97e of the ſaid Men, which this Deponent bclieves to 
have been Hill (for that this Depozent kagew Hl] very well, 
as alſo his Maſter Dr. Godden) Cry'd out, and ſaid, T ts 
15 not He ; pox which,they immediately let this Deponent go. 
Jurat? 10. July 1582. Richard Spence, 

coram me 
YV. Dolben. 

Mr. Spence, *tis true, did probably know #1! and his 
Maſter, as we thall fee farther by and by. Burt 1n the 
mean Time, *ris Remarkable,that he has Pitch'd upon 
Prance's Juſt Number of Murtherers, (Six;) Prance*s 
Water-gate ; and that Theſe Ruffians ſhould Seize a Man 
ſo like Sir E. B. Godfrey for Sir E. B. Godfrey, when *twas 
ſo Dark., they conld hardly know One Face from Ano- 
ther. If he had but calPd out for Help, they had cer- 
tainly been Taken (unleſs we ſhall ſnppoſe that they 
only could ſee the Idan, and No Body elſe See Them. } 
"Twas a ſtrange Thing, that No Place but Soerſer- 
Houſe-Water-Gate, could ſerve for the Surprize. But 
to be Short, and to make the Moſt on't; Here was 
Oze Man taken for Anvther ; Seiz'd, and let go again ; 

and 
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Himſelf ; and Mr. Dethick, has been pleas'd to give the 
Following Account of That Days Meeting, Sign'd 
with his own Hand. 


The Atteſt ation of George Dethick Eſq; about the eet- 
ing of the Pretended Plotters at Bow. 


J-7 AT about the Seventh day of November 16758. 
One Mr. Vernatti ſent a Note for me, deſiring my 
Company at the Queens Head- Tavern at Bow , where 
actordingly I came and found there Mr. Vernatti, Ar. 
Lewſon, and One Other Perſon, which ſince I have been 
Enformed was Mr. Miles Prance, and no body elſe, Ex- 
cept the Maſter of the Houſe, who came to us, where we 
Dined. And I do well remember that Prance a little before 
Dinner had ſome Diſcourſe with the Drawer for Standing 


| at the Door, at which I was ſomewhat concern'd, and being 


a Stranger to Prance, told him we had No Busneſs that 
we Cared who knew, and that I was well known to the Ma- 
ſter of the Houſe ;, upon which T Opened the Door, and ſo it 
remained all the while we remained there : during which 
time, there was not a Paper reaa, or account given of any 
Matter relating to the Murther of Sir Edmund Godfrey ; 
nor ſo much as his Name Mentioned, to the Beſt of my 
Remembrance ; but I do remember there were ſome Verſes 
Written and Read, by Mr. Vernatti, bur what they were 
I cannot poſſibly ſay. 

Likewiſe to the Beſt of my Remembrance I never ſaw 
Ar. Miles Prance either before, or ſmce That Time. 


George Dethick. 


There was a Great Talk in Thoſe Days too, about 
one Jennings, a Cow-keeper, that was Taken up, and 
Charg?d for Adviſing Bromwel, Walters, and Rawſon, 
that firſt found the Body, to take no further Notice of it, 
but rather let ſome body elſe find it out z for nothing would 
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come of it but Trouble. It appears upon the Depoſitions 
of the Three Perſons above Named, that Fennings did 
{ſpeak VVords to that Effet ; and Fennings himſelf 
owns the ſpeaking of the V Vords ; but Depoſeth with- 
al, as followeth. 


Edward Jennings Depoſeth, That he had never ſeen 
nor heard of that Body before they told him of it. And faith, 
That in the Spring following he was committed to New Pri- 
{on «por the Oath of his Wife, that he brought home a Band, 
and ſaid it was the Band of Sir E. Godfrey. He continued 
a PriPner there, a Month, within Two Days, to the beſs 
of his Rememorance, And faith, That the Under-keep- 
cr of the ſaid Priſon told him, that among other Perſons 
that came there to him, there was one of the Brothers 
of the ſaid Sir Edmund, Prance, and Otes. 


There went a Hot Report of Cattle taken away 
from him, and of the Bus'neſs being made up, and 
his Cattle Reſtor'd again, no body knew how. 1 
have met with many ſober People that laid a great 
Streſs upon This Story ; but, for my own Part, I 
could never find any thing in*t to build upon. 


The Staffordſhire Letter of Tatelligence about the Death 
of Sir E. B. Godfrey, made a mighty Noiſe in the 
Tryal of the Jeſuits, and of my Lord Stafford :*Inſo- 
much, that Challenges were made to all the Papiſts in 
England to wipe off that Evidence : and the Weight, 
eftectually, of the whole Cauſe was thrown upon that 
Iſre. Mr. Evers (as Dngdale Smears) received a Let- 
ter from London at Tixhall upon Monday , Ott1b. 14. 
1678. bearing Date, Saturday the 12th. with Theſe 
Words in't, [ This Night Sir E.B3.6G. is Diſpatch'd. ] 
Lord Stafforas Tryal,tol. 22. And this Evidence was 
Back'd by ſeveral other Teltimonies; 134, 135, 136, 
& 137. of the ſaid Tryal : And fo likewiſe in the 1ry- 
_ al of the Five Jejuits, Now the Force of the Inference 
Was 
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was This : The Body was not found till Thurſday the 17th- 
And how ſhould any Man that was not privy tothe Murther, 
give ſuch an Account of it upon Saturday the 1 2th?For they 
had the News of-it in S:affordſbire upon the Aorday. I 
ſhall only Refer the Readzr to the Sixth Chapter of 
this Second Part, 199. for a Full, and Final Anſwer, 
where he ſhall find a Report Raiſed, and Induſtrioutly 
ſpread on the Very Saturday Sir Edmund went away upon > 
that Sir Edmundvury Godſrcy was Murther'd by the Pa- 
piſts; ſo that the Saturdays-Poſt might well carry the 
News into Staffordſhire by Monday. There was Nota- 
ble Claſhing, I remember, about the Credit of the 
Staffordſhire Evidence, that was given upon T his Point : 
But if the Rumour was ſo Rite about the Town upon 
the Saturday, *tis All a Cate to me, whether they had 
it in Staffordſhire, or Not ;, for if they had it Nor, they 
might have had it ; which 1s the ſame Thing as to the 
Reaſon of the Caſe, though not to the Truth of the Fatt, 


The Drops of Wax upon the Cloaths, and Stock- 
ings, which Elizabeth Curtis (or Draper ) ſwears to, 
are never the more Credible for her Teſtimony ; becauſe 
we have already prov*'d her to be Forſworn; both by 
Fudith Pamphlia, and Avis Warrier, in the BuSneſs of 
Green and Hill, cap. 13. And another Falfity out of 
her own Month, about Greens ſpeaking Fir/# French, 
and Afterwards Engliſh in the Comuncil-C hamber-Depoſe- 
_ tion; and Firſt Englith, and Afterwards French, at 
the Tryal. See the ſame Chapter, p. i152. And She's 
little better then Forſworn again, in delivering her 
Evidence upon Oath, as the Servant of S;r Edmunavu- 
ry Godfrey ; which ſhe ever was ; netther was It fair 
to ſet her up for a Witneſs, in the Quality of Sir Ed- 
mund”s Servant,by Thoſe that knew ſhe never was {o. Not 
but that there might be Drops of Wax too, but how 
they came There, will bs the Queſtion ;, for when Mrs. 

' Alb Gibbon 
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Gibbon and her Daughter, together with a Kinſwomarn 
of Sir Edmunds, were to ſee the Body im Hartſhorn- 
Lane, the Day after it was brought home , the 
pretended Drops of Wax upon the Filiiping, were 
found to be only Dirt, as is already ſet forth 
in the Laſt Chapter. And after this Diſappoint- 
ment, if there had been any ſuch Drops, they would 
undoubtedly have been. found out. But this Miſtake 
might put 1t in their Heads perhaps, to beſtow the 
 Drippings of aWax-Candle here and there about him, as 
they ſaw convenient ; for the Wax upon his Cloths (as 
Proofs went then-a-days) made a very Subſtantial Cor- 
roborating Argument of the Body's being layd under 
the Altar. But Wax, or iVo Wax, comes all to a 
Point, if the ain Cauſe be DeteCted for a Sham ;, for 
the Somerſet-houſe-murther, and the Somerſet-houſe-wax 
are Fillip*d off Both together ; and 1t was for the Taper 
fake undoubtedly, that this Sham was Contriv?d. I ſhall 
now take Notice of ſome of their Extraordinary Aﬀe- 
davits, which, how Urconclyding foever, paid for 
Matters of Moment yet with the Common People. 


Nathaniel Thompſon , &c. were Try'd at Guild- 
hall, o2 Tueſday, June 24. 1682. xpor an Enforma- 
tion, for Writing, Printing, and Publiſhing Libels, by 
way of Letters, and other Prints, Reflefting upon the Fuſt ice 
of the Nation 1 the Proceedings againſt the Murtherers of 
Sir Edmandbury Godfrey ; 2rd they were found Guilty 
of tve Enformation. | 

Upon the 34. of July, 1682. (according to the Li- 
censgd Tryal) Thompſon,&c. were brought up by Rule to 
the Bar of th2 Court of Kings-Bench, to receive their 
Tudgment ; upon which 34. day of Fuly an Afﬀdavit of 
Richard Spence wasread, bearing Date the 10th. of the 
fame July. (Whether this was the Printers, or the Com- 
pilers Miſtake, it does not much matter.) But the ſhort 
of tnx Enformation is This. Thas 
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That Paſſing by the Water-gate of Somerſet-Houſe, 
Oftober 10. 1678, about Seven at Night, there were Five 
or Six Men ſtanding together there, who laid hold of this 
Deponent as he was paſſing by them ;, and they taking hold of 
both this Deponents Arms, Dragg'd him down about a Yard 
within the Water-gate of Somerſet-Houle, it being dark; 
but one of the ſaid Men, which this Deponent believes to 
have been Hill (for that this Deponent knew Hill very well, 
as alſo his Maſter Dr. Godden ) Cry'd out, and ſaid, This 
1s not He ; »pon which,they immediately let this Deponent go. 


Jurat? 10. July 1682. Richard Spence. 
coram me | 


'VY. Dolben. 


Mr. Spence, *tis true, did probably know Hil and his 
Maſter, as we ſhall ſee farther by and by. But in the 
mean Time, *tis Remarkable, that he has Pitch*d upon 
Prance's Fuſt Number of Murtherers, (Six ;) Prance?s 
Water-gate ; and thar Theſe Ruffians ſhould Seize a Man 
ſo like Sir E. B. Godfrey for Sir E. B. Godfrey, when *twas 
ſo Dark, they could hardly know One Face from Ano- 
ther. If he had but calPd out for Help, they had cer- 
tainly been Taken (unleſs we ſhall ſuppoſe that They 
only could ſee the Man, and No Body elfe See Them. ) 
*T was a ſtrange Thing, that. No Place but Somerſet- 
Hoxſe-Water-Gate, could ſerve for the Surprize. But 
to be Short, and to make the Aff on't; Here was 
One Man taken for Az9ther ; Seiz''d, and let go again ; 
and This Man, for the Purpoſe, Like Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey (though 1am told otherwiſe :) And what's the 
Taference at laſt now, but that Theſe Men were either 
Bedloes, or Prance's Aſſaſſms, that lay upon the Catch 
there for Godfrey ? Where was This Evidence of Mr. 
Spence's at Green's Tryal - Or how came it Now to be 
Balted, upon This Occaſion ? 
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There was a Little Aﬀeair at That Time in hand, 
abour the Leaſe'of a Honſe, which Mr. Spexce had for 
a term of Yearsin Truſ# from Mrs. Broadſtreer. There 
was ſome Arriere Incurr'd, and a Proſecution upon it 
for the Moay ; And while This Diſpute was a-foor, 
the Story of Mr. Spence*s being lay'd hold of ,and dragg*d 
3nto Somerſet-Houſe, came to Light : I ſhall look no 
farther into't 3 for the Further, the Wozſe, 


Mr. Spence?s Afrdavit, 18 follow'd. with Another of 
Fobn Oketey,the Servant of Robert Breedon, of Hartſhorn- 
Lane, who miaketh Oath, That upon'Saturday, October 
12. 1678. 90129 homewards to his Maſter Breedons Houſe, 
co-212g by Somerſet-Houſe 12 the Strand ; when he came 
rear the Gate of that Houſe, which leads down to the Wa- 
rer-ſide, commonly call'd the Water-gate, about Nine at 
Night, be there ſaw Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, and paſ- 
fed cloſe by him, and put off his Hat to him; and Sir E. B. 
Godfrey put off his Hat again to Him 5 and'after that the 
Depozent had paſſed beyond Sir Edmundbury Godfrey, He 
the Deponent turaed about, and looked upon him again, \and 
Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ſtood ſtill, and there was a Man 
or Twonear Sir Edmund. 


This Affidavit was Sworn, June 22. before the Lord 
Mayor ; and ſworn to again the it. of July; 1682. before 
Judge Dolben, and 5teft FiPd up in the Crown-Office. 
1hompſons 1ryal, 33, 34, 35- | 


After Theſe, there follows an Appendix, containing 
ſeveral Other Afidavits, in Further Confirmation (as 1s 
Pretended) of the Teſtimony of Mr. Mites Prance. 


Harry P80! Swears, 1at the Report of Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey*s Hanging Himſelf, and of Moors ſaying, 
that He cut him down, # utterly Falſe. Tryal, p. 41- 

| ET And 


of Sir E.B. Godfrey Onfolded. 339 
And after This follows Another Enformation, of J]u- 


ſtice Baalam, that the Above-written Afidavit is True. 
Thid. June 28. 1681. 


Elizabeth Dekin Swears, That her Fellow-Servant John 
Oakley told her, while $ir Edmund was Milling,* of his 
ſeeing Sir Edmund about Nine, That Saturday Night, 
near the Water-gate at Somerſet-Houle. 


Robert Byeedon follows it with another Depoſition, that 
Elizabeth Dekin told him. as above, what John Oakley 
ſaid, June 22. 1682. p. 44. 


Ralph Dakley Swears, That John Oakley told him of 


ſeeing Sir Edmundbury Godfrey as aforeſaid, July 4. 
1682. p,45- And Robert Oakley, the Father of John, 
Depofeth, that his Son told him the ſame Story. Ibid. 


| Heres a Clutter of S:x Afidavits to Two Points, The 
_ Firſt Iwoto Moor's Purging himſelf of a Scandalous Re- 
_ port : The Other Four to John Oakley's ſaying that he 
ſaw Sir E. B. Godfrey. Afoor”s Point 1s nothing at all 
tothe Preſent Busneſs; and the Reſt is only Hear-ſay, 
. without Proof. Twas Dark, and what if Oakley mi- 
 ſtook the an ? And Being Dark, *twas a Wonder he 
. ſhould kzow him at all ; Eſpecially, following, and 
paſſing by him ; and ther, looking back again. It was 
a Mighty Lucky thing too, that Spence ſhould be Drag- 
ged in by Six Men at the Water-Gate, on the Thurſday, 
about Sever in the Evening, and that John Oakley ſhould 
ſtumble upon him at the Water-gate too, about Nine on 
the Saturday ; and that in Both Thoſe Dark, Nights, 
Both theſe Witneſſes ſhould have the Hap to Sce him at 
the ſame Place, and to know him. And how came John 
Oakley to take Notice that there was a Man or Two near 
Sir Edmund ? What was That Circumſtance to His Sto- 
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ry; when, at that Hour, it could hardly be Other ; but 
it Nicks Prance?s Evidence however ; for there were 
the Doggers, and there was the Water-Gate; and That 
the Place of Ambuſh; though the Dark, Paſſage into 
Hartſhorn-Lane would have been a Poft worth Forty 
07't, for That Purpoſe. EE 

Benjamin Pan maketh Oath, That the Turn-key of the 
Gate-houſe, telling this Enformant that Green was Charg'd 
with the Murther of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey ; the De- 
ponent, Reading of it, Turwd to Mr. Green, and ſaid, 1 
did not think to have found you ſuch a Man ; Where- 
pon Green Reply'd, | I am a Dead Man *] or Words to 
That Purpoſe. Sworn July 3. 1682. Iryal, p. 47. 

And what Difference in the Caſe of this Poor Crea- 
ture, betwixt ſaying, [ am a Dead Man ; and ſaying, 
There*s no Fence for Perjury. But the killing Aﬀidavit 18, 
That which follows. 

Robert Fawcet of Marybone,jz the County of Middle- 
(ex, E/q. maketh Oath; That Tueſday the 1 5th. of Octo- 
ber, 1678. (being the Tueſday after that Sir Edmund- 
bury Godfrey was Miſſing ) he This Deponent was a Hun- 
ting with his Pack of Hounds at the very Place where the 
Body of Sir Edmundbury Godfrey was afterwards found, 
and Peat that very Place with his Hounds, and the Body 
was not then there , nor any Gloves, nor Cane there- 
avout. The ſaid Deponent further faith, That the ſame 
Day Mr. Henry Harwood requeſted Him This Deponent, 
that be would It him have his Hounds the next day after, 
being V/edncſday, and he would find that Hare, which they 
could not find on Tueſday; or Words to that Purpoſe. And 
This Deponent further faith, That He the ſaid Harwood 
hath ſcuveral Times ſince Affirmed, That be did accordingly 
Hunt in the ſame Place, and Beat the ſame Ditch, and 
faid, that the Body was not there That Wedneſday at 
Noon, which ſaid Henry Harwood js now Newly Dead. 
ſur.1, &ze Falii, 168 2, | Robert Fawcet. 
Coram me W .Dolbei. 1q 
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To take the Matter now according to the Fat, as it 
is here Depoſed. Firſt, If the Huntſmen were on the 
Wrong ſiae of the Ditch, the Thicker of Buſhes and 
Brambles was ſo Cloſe, that it was Morally Impoſſible to 
ſee, either the Body or the Gloves where they lay. 
24ly, Though a Man in This Caſe of the Ditch, may 
Allow the Noſes of the Doggs, Compar*'d with the 
Tongues of the Witneſſes, that ſwore the urther 
at Somerſet-houſe, to be much the more Credible Evi- 
dence; It would be a Dangerous Concluſion yet, to Pro- 
ounce, that the Body was Not there, becauſe the Doges 
did not Find it there; and to Raiſe an Argument, 
from That Preſumption, of the Bodies 1Vor being in the 
Ditch, that Therefore Sir Edmund was Murther'd at 
Somerſet-houſe. So that I ſhall very Fairly Divide the 
Matter ; That it was likely enough they ſhould have 
found the Body, but Not Jmpoſſible for *em to Miſs 
it; And according to Common Courſe of ſpeech, the 
Beating of that very Place muſt be intended of That 
Field, or of That Ditch at Large; for it cannot be 
 Imagin'd, that they Hunted Every Inch of Ground with- 
in That Compaſs: Or that when Men Beat to ſtart a 
Hare, they ſtand Poring at every thing, as if they 
were looking for her in her Foz, So that in the 
Candour, and Equity of Conſtruttion, [| There was not 
any Gloves nor Cane thereabouts ] muſt be Intended, and 
Ought to-be Taken No otherwiſe, then with This Qua- 
Iification ; That 1s to ſay, We were a Hunting and Beat- 
ing upon 'T hat Place, upon Tueſday, and there was No 
Dead Body, Gloves, cr Cane, that we ſaw. For ſuch a 
Negative amounts only to a Preſumption. And whether 
ſhall we rather Believe now ; the Doggs that did Nor 
ſee him there, upon Tzeſday and Weaneſday; or Baker, 
that ſwore He ſaw him hard By there, upon Szat:raay 
in the Afternoon, or the Devil in his Cloaths. To fay 
Nothing(more then is ſaid already p.175.176.) of 237. 
q Hoy- 
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Huyſmans, and Mr. Grundy's Obſervations upon a Pcr- 
fon fauzntring in Thoſe Fields on Saturday Afternoon, in 
All Points Anſwering the Deſcription of Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey. There was a Diſcovery made, ?tis True, of a 
dead body in a Wood near High-Gate, in February 1686. 
| by the very Doggs (as I remember ) of This Mr. Fawcet ; 
- But as they Chopt upon 1t at Laſt : So they 4/4 it 
for at leaſt Six Weeks before, after many and many a 
Time Beating the ſame Wood. 
This Enformation of Ar, Fawcet bears Date the 1. 
of Fily, 1682. And *tis a Wonder that No Publique 
Notice was taken or't ſooner, either before the Coro- 
zier, Or at Green's Tryal;, tor Mr. Fawcet was in Com- 
miſſion of the Peace, and Liv'd in the ſame Pariſh, 
{aw the Body at the White-hbouſe, and had the Curioſity 
co View the Place where 1t was Found; Nay he Diſ- 
cours'd the Bus'neſs of his Dogs, upon That Occaſion ; 
As I have it upon the Oath of 4 very Honeſt Gentleman, 


Mr. VVilliam Collinſfon Depoſeth, That being at the 
 White-houſe por Friday-morning , the Day after Sir 
 Edmund's Body was found, while the Body lay upon the 

Table there; the Woman of the ſaid Houſe, [did to Thais 
 Enformant [There's One of them that Help'd to bring 
. him up-7] Pointing fo the ſaid Perſon. One Mr. Fawcet 
being then come into the Room, fake to That Perſon to ſhcw 
 ki»m-the Place where the-{aid Body was found : and ſo they 
went down together, and This Enformant along with them : 
The Guide ſhewing the Place, where, and Deſcribing 
Whit Poſture the Body Lay, after This Manner. The 
Body lay (as the Guide told the Company) with his 
Head Low, and towards the High Bank, with his Heel: 
111r4'd up againit the other; His Coat Unbuttowd, and his 
Soirt put aſide, aud the Sword came a Good waythorough 
tum avozr the Shoulder-blade. 
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"Upon [ſight of a Conſiderable Quantity of Bloud, that 
Lay fome Yards from the Ditch, Mr. Fawcet Asked how 
That Bloud came there? The Guide before Spoken of, 
ſaid, that the Sword was taken out there, and the Bloud 
Follow*d-it : Mr. Fawcet Wond'ring at it ; Asked, Why 
they Medaled with the Body, before the Coroner came ? 
To which the Man Anſwer*d, they made a Great Buſle 
abont it; and we-could not Carry the Body without 


taking out: the Sword. | Afr. Fawcet ſaid alſo, [Tis 


ſtrange; that being Hunting about Theſe Grounds, we 
ſtiould make No:Diſcovery of the Body. 

LSE 102-4 | 

{.2t will be Fine now to-look back upon what I have 
Written ; To Compare the Evidences, Likelyboods, Ap- 
pearances, and Prerences, of the One 1ide, with Thoſe of 
the Orher ; Tot Examine the Good Faith, and the Fair 
Dealing, on Both Hands; And in fine, upon a Summary 
Review of the Whole, to Wind up my Matters in as 
Few Words asl can. 


= In the Farah Part of This Diſcourſe, the Firſt Chap- 


teris a Bare Narrative of Goafrey's coming toa Violent 


Death:;\and Bedloes and Prances ſetting-up for the Dy/- 
covercrs of the *Murther. 2dly,, Why, and How, they 
made a Plot on't.” 3dly, And: Swore to't. 14. How 
the Plot and the Arrther were Intorporated, 5. Ihe 
Claſhing 'of the Witneſſes. 6:.. Bedloes Inconſiſtency with 


 "Fhimſelf. 7. The Taking-up, and the Manage of Prance. 


8. Prance”s ſecret Hiſtory, and V/age, for Thirteen Days, 
wherein -he Renounc*d to any Knowledge, either of 
the Plot, or the Murther, (according torhis Firſt Evi- 
dence). ' 9. How he went of again. 10. How People 
were Usg'd; to Encourage Falſe, and to Diſconrage Ho- 
neſt Wreneſſes. "11." & 12. Notes upon Bedloes, and 
Prance?s Evidence, and upon their Charafer. 13. Their 


Depoſirims,'Junpollible'to be 77%e. 14. The tory of 


Somers 


25.4 The Myſtery of the Death 


Somcrſet-hauſe, and of the.Dxch, never to be Reconcild. 
15. No Plot, Ns Wurther ; The One being Founded 


upon the Othvy. 
Now laying all This together That is to ſay, The 


Shan of the making a Plot on't ; The Flagitions "Fes: 
bity of the [Wirneſſes, Their C ontradiftions to Themſelves, 

and to One Anrther ; Their Evidence in the ſeveral 
Parts of it, neither Likely, Creaible, nor {o much as 
Poſable ; The Dtorious, and the Infamous Prattice of 
Countezancins Tmpoſtures, and of [mothering the Truth ;; 

They might as well have Charz'd Prance with the 
Murther of Avec!; or Cain with the Pillows, or the 
Crevats at Somerſer- hoxſe : and the One would have been 
juſt: as Competent a Teſtimony as the Other, That is t6 
#7 z as the Other would Mow appear to be, after the 
Revelation of That Part of the Wa of Iniuiy tnat 


tay in the Darxz,, Beto2e. 


Afrer the Proofs made ont in the Firft Part , that 
Bedlye's and Prance”s Few of the Somerſer-bouſe Mur- 
ther, was only a Ridiculous, and a Malicious Fiftion ; the 
Main ſcope of the ſecond Part is little more then Delj- 
verative, in what Manner, and Place; and by what 
Means and Hand he came to his End : VVherein, I have 
firſt $1r-V/alliam Fones's Opinion to juſtify me in the Law, 
and Equity of my Reaſonings, and Concluſions. 2dly, I 
Prove Sir Edmunds Diſmal Melancholy That Saturday, - 
when he left his Houſe. 3dly, VVhat Others .thoug to 
of it. 4thly, VVhat He Himſelf Thought of it before 
be wznt awty. 5thly, VVhat his Friends thought was 
vecome of him, when he was Miſſing. 6thly, They 
would have him Afzrther'd b 7 Papiſts, before he was 
1-244. 7. Taz Care taken to Corceal his Death, 1n- 
ſftzad of f:4ia7 it out, From 8. to 15. How the In: quef 
was Lt59:rd, upon Points Clear from the Matter ;; pH 


All Neceſſary Enquiri ics, Þ far as Poſſible, ſet aſide. I 5. 
16, 


! 


of Sir E.B. Godirey Unfolded. 345 


16. 15, 18, 20. Not One Word in the Coroner”s Enfor- 
nations to the Proper Subject of the Enquiry. 19. [I he 
Opening of the Body Order'd, but Oppo.?d and Rejetted 
though a Certain Means of Diſcovering the Truth. 


So that upon the whole Matter at laſt, we have here 
Sir Edmund®s Confeſſion of his Own Melancholy, and his 
Dread of it ; the Opinion of his Friends, Relatioas, and 
Servants; The Ground, and the Reaſon of his Fears laid 
Open ;, Proofs of his Own Foreboaings, both in Words, 
and in Af#ions, Undenyably made out : Charges of 
Privacy given, to Hinder the Means of Dzſcovering it. 
Not One Creature Examin'd, that was lely to give any 
Account of him; nor One Queſtion put , and the 4n- 
ſwer made uſe of , that any Man could be the Wiſer 
for. The Bus'neſs of the Bloud, and of the Poſture, 
totally ſuppreſs'd ;; which would 1afalibly have Clear'd 
the Point of his Dying by the Sword; And Nothing 
Oppos'd, on the Other tide, to Ballance This Harmony 
of Evidences, Reaſonings, and Preſumptiens ;, but the Lim- 
berneſs, and the Diſtortion of the Neck, which every 
Nurſe, and Searcher, could have told them was a 


Common Accident i Caſes of a Natural Death. 
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OR the Further ſervice and Convenience of the Reader, | 
ſhall here Subjoyn a Catalogue of the Principal Enformations, 
Depoſitions, and Atteftations that are made uſe of in This Book 3 by 
way either of Evidence, Argument, or Illuſtration,tcoward an Ew1ett- 
on of the Truth. For the ſake of Clearneſs and Order, I ſhall Range 
the Papers under Three Heads, The firſt Clifſis Containing an E- 
numeration of All Thoſe Detoſitions, and Teſtimonials which I have 
here Produc'd, in favour of the Opinton, which I rake upon me to 
Defend, And theſe Orizinal Papers, I have Depoſited in the Paper- 
Office,for the Sarisfation of Any Man that has a Curiofity to Learn 
whether they be Authentique or not. Whether they are Truly Ren- 
der'd, Pertinently Applied, or Competent to the Purpole they were 


Incnded for, let the Reader Judge, I have Lodgedin ine eras 
place, 
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The Catalogue. 


Place, the Enformations that were taken by the Coroner, upon the 


View of Sir Edmunds Body, And 


in the Third, I have given A. Pro- 


miſcuous Account of the ſeveral Depoſitions of Bedloe and Prance, with 
Other ſnatches of Evidences, that were Preduc'd to ſupport their 
Teſtimony: with References upon the. Whole to the Page where 


they are to be found. 
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